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Interview with Mr. H. Warner by Jennifer Williams at his home ‘Danetree’ on the Beechworth-Wangaratta Road.

We’ll start with a little background information. Where you born in Beechworth?

Yes. I was a member of the Congregational Church and the Country Fire Brigade and a Councillor of the Beechworth United Shire for 10 years. In all the Warners’ had 90 years in local government – James 50 and Charles 30 years.

In what year?

1925.

And what about your family, were they Beechworth people too?

Yes they were all born in Beechworth all my family but my mother wasn’t.

Where was she born?

In Eldorado in 1889 and died in Beechworth on the 1st July, 1948 aged 59 years.

Was she? What about your ancestors, where did they come from?

England and I am one of the fourth generations of Charles and Hannah Warner of Badbury, Northamshire, England.

And when did they come to Australia?

In 1852.

Did they come here for the gold?

Yes, yes.

And did they get much?

They got enough for the ring on my grandfather’s finger that’s all. They were actually butchers. They started butchering when they got to Woolshed in 1852.

And they would have done well there, wouldn’t they?

Yes and they kept on the butchering business in Beechworth and sold the business when he retired in 1895.

Do you remember your grandfather?

Oh no, he died the year I was born, 1925.

That was the Warner side, what about the other side?

Yes, the Wellington side. I remember him, yes.

Did they come to Beechworth?

They come to Beechworth on holidays and that. Took two weeks by horse and jinker with hotel and wine stops.

Yes, but not to work?

They worked on a farm near Markwood on the Ovens river on a property called “Waterloo.”

So they milked cows down there? How many brothers and sisters did ???? have?

Five brothers and six sisters. Fourteen of us altogether with ???? Pendergast..

Did you ever hear any stories passed down from your grandfather about the Woolshed?

The Woolshed? No, not a lot. There was only the one time that my father rode a horse back down to the Woolshed to look at a property that was for sale but he didn’t buy it. That’s the only recollection of the Woolshed that I have before 1930.

Did they have land down there as well, the grandfather? 

Not in the Woolshed, but more or less in this area on this side, in the Beechworth area here.

So your grandfather was a butcher in the Woolshed area then he took up land after the gold had finished.

Yes, yes. He had 60 acres around behind the house here. Another 50 acres down further, down behind Dodd's Hill and then he sold that and by the time he got out of the business; his killing –works, slaughter yard, was over near the Tannery Road. The road that goes down to the Tannery there.

Where that old shed is?

Yes.

A very old shed isn’t it? I saw it the other day.

Yes, it’s on the left there.

Did he construct that?

He built that, yes. Near the water, him and his father.

So that would have been 1854?

Yes around that time, easy, yes. So they butchered then right through till the grandfather, no, the Great-grandfather, him and his other son, they roughed a bit in those times. they didn’t live that long. The wine and the drink got the best of them.

Yes, it did a lot of them didn’t it?

Yes that killed him when he was 61 and the other feller was 37 when he had an accident at 37 or something like that.

Do you know what the accident was?

Well, not exactly. But it might have been at the started at the Star Hotel (laughs) and it finished up down at the slaughter yard down there and that’s where he got killed. Yeah. Yeah. Not a good start there. I had one auntie there and she never said much about that. But the Grandfather, he was never a big beer or spirit drinker very much because he was one of the other side. He more or less built one of the main churches in Beechworth.

Did he, which one?

The Congregational Church.

Yes.

And then he bought another property out at Silver Creek.

So this was your Grandfather?

Yes, James Warner bought this property and four acres out there where the school and Church School was run for years. And they eventually closed it in the twenties, 1920.

Tell me about his involvement with the Congregational Church, you say he built it?

Yeah. Oh, he more or less helped and supplied the money for it.

Oh I see. Not physically built it himself?

No, only a little bit, yeah. Because he was butchering at the time and he was one of the main ones that built that Church.

Contributed to it …..

Yes.

The Congregational Church was run by one of the main churches in Collins Street down there. The Melbourne Congregational Church is still standing down there, they still run it down there.

Now this house, did he build this house?

Yes, James, my grandfather did in 1875.

It was an early house. Did he go into cattle or sheep?

Mainly cattle at that time, dairy cattle, because they used to sell milk round the town at that time, right up till 1914 and then his son, my father’s brother, went to the war but he didn’t come back. My father took the land on then and there was mainly sheep and dairy cattle.

And did your father keep adding to the land?

Yes, yes. He had it up to about 1200 acres.

Was it poor land? Did he have to do much to it, pretty rocky wasn’t it?

Oh yes, it was just average land. It all had to be improved, cleared and burnt up, rabbits hunted out and all that sort of thing.

And you stayed on the farm when you left school?

Yes, I left school in 1939 and started work with me father and my brother Roy was on the land then. He’d left school and was six years older than me so he got a bit bigger start.

Was that what you always wanted to do?

Yes, go on the land, yes and we kept going. I bought land then, after we went on our own there in the 1960’s. I took the cattle over and he took the sheep over.

Was this your brother?

Brother Roy, yes.

This was after your father died?

No, no, when he retired in the 1960’s. And then I added land all the time then right through to more or less six years ago. Up until about six years ago I kept buying land.

In the same area?

Yes, going down towards Eldorado and Wooragee. My two boys, Robin and Russell, they run half the property each.

Do they?

Yes, now and I’m retired.

Still with cattle?

Still cattle and sheep.

Tell me about your cattle and how you built up your Hereford stud. Stud or stock?

Yes, stud cattle. That was in the early ‘60’s.

Did you actually breed them yourself or buy them?

I bought a number for a start and kept breeding them and adding to them and after a while in the‘70’s, the middle ‘70’s, I had a stud stock sale on the property and all the other stock was sold on the property. That was between ’74 and ’78.

Let’s go back to when you took over from your father, were there any difficulties then in……

No, not a lot.

Because he’d done the ground work, clearing and all that?

Yes, yes. Although we, I’d only bought property before that and since that  we had our own 

‘dozers in to level it up a little bit. And rabbits and all that had ruined the ground and trees were laying everywhere and it was all cleaned up with the ‘dozers. A chap that I brought in to do all that. And what else …….

When did you decide to go into stud cattle rather than just grazing? Previously you had been grazing cattle.

Yes, grazing cattle, yes. Well I thought that I’d look at the outlet of breeding stud cattle. I went along pretty successful with that.

How did you get involved with it?

Oh, by watching the sales and one thing and another, and how the stud cattle were going at that time, the Hereford cattle mainly and we bought in Hereford stud cattle.

Where would you buy them from?

From down at Mortlake, Western Victoria. They mainly come from that area. I bought in that area and then I kept breeding them. They actually got to the Melbourne Show and the Sydney Show.

How did you go there?

Oh, by truck. I had my own truck at that time. We’d load up and go to Sydney and we were fairly successful. Oh there’s one that, the Hereford bull that I’ve got on the wall there, he was one of the Grand Champions up at Sydney. In 1976 he was one of the champions at the Royal Sydney Show.

Magnificent, isn’t he?

Yeah, I sold him there for seven and a half thousand dollars, that fella.

In 1976?

Yeah.

That was a lot of money. Was that one of the most memorable days of your life?

The Sydney Show and Melbourne Shows. Getting that big one-must be one of the spotlights of my life. There at Sydney, yeah.

How long did it take you to get up to that level?

Oh, it only took ten years.

And a lot of work in preparation?

Yeah, a lot. 

What preparation goes into showing cattle?

Oh well, a fair bit more or less they are worked on while they, since they’re calves and kept up in the right condition and everything and---.

You decide when they are calves which ones are going to be the likely ones?

Yes they’re sorted out which are the top ones, the ones to go to the main shows and then they’re fed and they’re groomed up and a lot of work goes into them, washing down and all that by the time you get to Sydney. I took them up in the truck and the wife used to come with me.

Did she enjoy that? Did she get involved?

Oh yes, a little bit. She actually knew people up in Sydney that was running some one of the stalls and she got involved in that too.

And you used to lead them round the show or did you get someone?

Yes, I led that fella round  yeah, that year was an extra wet year, like we’re getting now and they couldn’t. get onto the oval, the arena to parade the cattle and they paraded them on the asphalt road there in front of the big buildings,  yeah.

That was your Olympic games wasn’t it?

 yeah, that was up there , yeah. So it was one of the main, one of the biggest weeks or fortnight that I put in up there in Sydney. Down in Melbourne it was the same down there we won quite a few ribbons down at the Melbourne show, from then on.

Where there any difficulties in farming generally and breeding any disasters, any natural disasters?

Oh well, there was, we put up with plenty of bush-fires and dry seasons.

How did you cope with dry seasons?

Dry seasons, well, we were taking cattle up to New South there was better pasture up there. 

 Did you take them up yourself? 

 yeah, trainload, they went up and I went in the train with ‘em.

Oh, did you?

 yeah, trainload, and they went up to right up to, (pause) where was that again? 

Did you camp with them?

 yeah, camped with them up there on the train and got out and then once we got them pastured and all that on these people’s property we come back then.

How long did they have stay there.

Oh, we left them there for 2 months at that time.

What years were they?

That was 1882, ’82. 

They were bad years then?

The other one was eighteen---?

Nineteen.

And the other one was 1976 or something like that, yes.

What about fires? You showed me where the other day---1944?

Well that was the fire that come from a bowser down near Wangaratta. It came to, we met it down there at Tarawingee and it was still coming pretty quick and then about a week later we got it. It was beaten down there and about a week later it got away again and we met it down there at the Lake Zwarburg, and I was on horseback that day and I was, I’d always ridden horses all me life right through. And at that time it was getting close the property, but it only got on the edge of the property that fire.

So it got up as high as the ridge did it?

Yes it got into the other side of Black Springs Bakery down there, it was only about a mile from there.

It was a bit close then?

The other fires , when I lost the cattle it was in ’83, that was down the Woolshed?

What happened there?

 yeah, well ,another fire started down on the creek, the campers down there and it come through pretty quick. There was no trucks there was trucks but they got there a bit late

Bit hard to get down into there too?

Woolshed  yeah! But I was there and we turned cattle this way and that way but the cattle still got burnt. 
Did they, how awful.
 yeah, we lost about, oh nearly 40 cattle and some of them were stud cattle too,  yeah. So from then on we got over that, we brought them up here, we had to look after a few you know, for about 10 days or so to get over the burns and about 40 were put down.

That would be very distressing!

 yeah,  yeah, and what else?

Did you take cattle down to markets at Wangaratta or Wodonga?

Markets,  yeah. Markets Wodonga, I was one of the last of the drovers at that time doing the droving.

What time, what year?

That was back in the early fifties.

How many would you take down to Wangaratta?

Well, there’d be 20 to 40 head of cattle.

By yourself?

 yeah, by meself.
How long did it take?

Oh, it took 3 days.

.Did it, yes?

And then I’d bring them back here, the butchers would buy ‘em there and we’d bring ‘em back here and deliver them to the two butchers in Beechworth at that time.

Why would you bring them back? 

Oh, they brought fat cattle at the sale –
Why didn’t they buy them here?

They were alive and they buy them here well I suppose they were different type of cattle probably they didn’t want those cattle at that time, I suppose. They did after a while, then after I stopped, the droving stopped from Wangaratta they did buy ‘em us. We sold most of them to the local butchers then.

So you had to take them down to sell them and then bring them back to the---

Local butchers, and I took some cattle down for other people too, you know ,different neighbours and that and then Doug and I brought sheep in Albury. Over at the--that’s in fifty-- in 1938 in Albury over at the new Market Saleyards in Albury

Is that where the Albury Base Hospital is now?
 yeah that’s where it is now, and brought ‘em over the through road over the main bridge the main bridge through Wodonga the cars were only you could count them on your hands at that time.

So you had to bring them across the river –

 yeah over the bridge.

And then all the way through Wodonga--

 yeah,  yeah, to Beechworth.

Up the hills, how long did that take you?

Well it took about 4 days.

Wow, well you can’t hurry sheep, did they find it hard going up hills?

Well no, they grazed a lot and—

They didn’t clear out up the –

No oh no, we had our dog and the dogs and the horses.

And you did that by yourself too?

Oh, I had another chap with me at that time, he was having a bit of a holiday and he come with me that time and he was on the horse and jinker that we had. And I was on the horse so we had---
And did you camp under---?

Under the jinker, yes (laughs).

? 

Do you look back, were they good days? Did you enjoy those days?

Oh yes,  yeah, it seemed to be part of the atmosphere at that time.

Not much traffic went down?

No, not a lot there was only the odd ones, they sort of steadied up and there might have been one every hour or something like that.

You couldn’t do that now, could you?

No, no.

Has the shape, the direction of the road changed?

No, not a lot not a lot. Same area.

Been widened, I would say?
Yes, that’s all for the traffic, for the cars what’s going today yes. 

And did you have a campfire?

Yes, (laughs) plenty of campfires. At that time there, we’d light the fire and then we’d have tucker and we’d camp them somewhere, in a closed area overnight in a dead lane or something like that, yes.

Did you have trouble with foxes? I suppose your dogs would have been--?

Yes,  yeah

So, you sold yours, someone else bought yours, and you brought the ones the butchers bought back?

Yes, yes. That’s right.

Because it would be a bit awkward to be watching your cattle.---

Coming back again, yes.

Next door to the butcher’s shop wasn’t it?

Yes, yes. Oh no. (laughs)

Or is that something you don’t think about?

No, that doesn’t worry us, no. We kill our own stock and still ---

Do you still, now?

Yes we do now, but the son helps there and we have a butcher that dresses them up and cuts them up, and whatever comes along, quite a few. We don’t buy any meat Not in all our times, not much anyway(laughs).

Well, what about farming techniques and management, how has that changed since you took over? When you were a boy, when you left school?

It was mainly horses when I left school. We ploughed the ground and did all the cropping with the horse, the horses
Was there Super Phosphate then?

Yes, Super Phosphate was about, yes we got that. It was cheap enough at the time, but since we come through the 1980’s, everything seems to have soared a little bit. Got out of hand with the price of everything.

Stock and merchandise?

Stock, machinery, cars, whatever, you name it. Building houses. There was too many, the Unions sort of jumped in on the bandwagon and they jumped the wages up and everything else, wages are still going up. Everybody still wants the wages up and up all the time.

So it’s more difficult to run a property now, it’s more expensive than it was?

A lot, yes. Oh well, you’re still getting a big income from the land. But there’s a lot more going broke now on the land than there is, (pause) were before.

Than there were before. You would have been, were, almost totally self-sufficient were you? Did you have your own chooks and ---
Oh  yeah, there was fowls and everything else there.

An orchard?

 yeah, orchard, I had an orchard and one thing and another, and that was there. I just heard this morning the big one was from Lawsy this morning there was almonds and what was the other one? (I might have to leave that) There’s still the main ones that everybody eats now.

Oh is that all you’ve got?

(Laughs) Yes.

What did you do for entertainment when you were growing up?

Oh well, we all went to church then , a little bit.

Was church a big part of family and Beechworth?

 yeah,  yeah.

What about generally, do you think?

Generally, there was a lot didn’t go to church I suppose there was, but the churches seemed to be full then. In the thirties, up to the War, after the War. They steadied up a little bit after that in numbers. We got a little bit older, we didn’t go to church Well, the dad and all of them, always went to church whether we went or not.(laughs).,
Yes.

So, but there was the picture theatre, the pictures were back, in the forties, the pictures, we always used to go to that and there was dances started during the War there was always a dance.

Did you go every week? Was it a regular thing?

Yes, a regular thing, every Saturday night.

Did you ride your horse into town?
No, we had a fair walk to do, we had our bike, a push-bike, that’s all we had up till I was old enough to buy a four-wheeled vehicle, a motor-car

When did you buy that?

That was in the (pause) it would be during the War yes, it would be during the War. It would be ’44 or 5 yes, ’44 or 5, no, it was about ’47 or 8.

Yes.

’47 or ‘8, I had the first vehicle then.

Did you go further afield then?

A little bit, yes. Used to go to Myrtleford. Used to go to Myrtleford to a dance easy enough and round about the areas, go to Royal Shows perhaps, and that. Go to work in the vehicle, we used have a vehicle then a utility that we drove around in before I brought a vehicle. That had to be a utility, then, it would have then, been ‘40—between then and after the War.

Yes?

He had a car then, he had cars then, back in—I remember his first car back in the early ’30,’s, a Durant.

Was it?
A Durant, and then he had a changeover in ’34 with a Chev-Tourer.

Did you go touring?

Touring,(laughs) little bit, yes.

Where did you go

Oh, I remember going down to Rutherglen, that area

Did you follow the local shows?

 yeah, some of them, Wangaratta, there was different places, and in the town in that Tourer.

Were the shows big things, then, the local shows?

Yes it was more or the less the day out of the seasons, yes.

Yes, would that be a big occasion for your family?

 yeah, my family, shows,  yeah. And there were shows in Beechworth but that was way before my time. You used have your local show in Beechworth.

Did they, an agricultural show?

Yes, agricultural, yes.

Did they? when did they stop?

Oh well, it would have to be before the 1920’s. Before the 1920’s, because my grandfather, he was a starter in that, well it would have to have been started round about in the 1860’s I suppose, the shows started then and go through to the 1920’s, in the ‘20’s  yeah.

What’s your most memorable occasion of that era when you were young?
Oh well,- what’s his name, it would be Parkinson and Evans pushing the wheelbarrow--

The wheelbarrow, do you remember that?

Yes, to Buffalo.

Did you go out to watch?

Yes, we was up there watching and we followed it out to the Myrtleford road a little bit, a couple of miles.

Did you?

Yes, and we left it go at that.

What was the day like, a lot of people turn up?

Yes, a fair number,  yeah.

What was the atmosphere like?

Oh very exciting, yes

Did they not really believe that they’d make it

Oh well, he was puffing, the chap who pushed the barrow out to the time he got two mile out. the road. We thought, oh well, he’ll get his breath before he gets to Hotham.

Laughter.

What about when they came back?

Oh well, there were celebrations then I don’t recall a lot of that but there would have been there because the chap that was sitting in the barrow was the licensee of the Post Office Hotel.

There would have been a fair bit of celebrating there then.

Yes, the Post office Hotel most of it.(laughs).

You were too young for that. How far did you follow them out?

Just out about two mile just about the top of the hill when they started to go down the a---

Just at the top of the Gap there?

 yeah, this side of the top of the gap,  yeah.

Well, it would have been easy going down the Gap wouldn’t it?

 yeah, I’ll say.(laughs).

Pull hard, I suppose he had to hang on or he’d go backwards?

 yeah, he had a belt round the top of his neck he was holding on to it to hold the weight and, to hold the weight all the way on the barrier.

Is that what he was trying to achieve?

 yeah  yeah.

He must have had a strong neck.

(Laughs) Oh yes, he probably-- took a lot of the weight there, anyway so.

It could have got away couldn’t it?

Oh, yes.

Was the Buckland Gap steeper?

Oh a lot steeper then  yeah, and a lot rougher than what it was today ’Cos there wasn’t many cars going up and down then.

No. 

There was only the odd one.

But it went down more steeply and it wound around a lot?

Yes, yes it was a different road, this one today is a new road.

That would have been particularly difficult for him.

 yeah,  yeah. Oh no, and they got to Buffalo and I suppose there was a parlour coach or something to bring them back

Who was at Buffalo to meet them?

Oh, there was quite a few, (laughs).
There was someone there to make sure they got their ---

Oh yes, cameras and one thing and another , they got a lot of publicity on that, they even during the War in the ‘39-’40 War , they seen photographs over there in the shops that they could see, that they bought and sent back to Australia of Parky and Evans pushing the barra.

Did they?
 yeah, there was a little ---

Whereabouts were the photos being sold?

Oh, in England.

Were they?

Yes, oh yes, they got round a bit.  yeah.

Yes, they certainly did, a big occasion. Well, what about when were you married?

I was married in ’54, 1954 and a--I 
Did you move here then?
Yes, well, I was living here at the time, yes in ’54, I was living here at the time and the father was alive then and he moved into Beechworth.

Oh, did he?

Our mother,- we lost our mother in 1938, yes ’38. She got about 69. try it?

Did you change farming techniques just because of your father or did you carry on?

Oh, no, it was only the stud business I took on with the cattle, it was a complete change

And when did you become interested in that? When did that date from?

That dated from about ’61 or’2 and went from then on to the cattle there.

.

Did that come from going to other shows and observing you thought that you’d like to try?

 yeah.  yeah, there were other sales, well, I bred ‘em up a little bit and I thought that here’s an opportunity to get to the bigger sales then. And Melbourne and Sydney well I did all the (sales and shows)? the ribbons there from the local shows, Tallangatta Wodonga and Myrtleford you name it.

Yes, you’ve done them all haven’t you?
 yeah, so they were good enough to get to Melbourne and Sydney then.

You mentioned before that you had a sale here at the property.

Oh, yes.

Was that a common thing then? Do they do that now?

They don’t do it a lot now, there’s only the one or two lots, there’s one or two in the Western District oh, and there’s an odd one or two out in New South.

Does that mean you don’t have to go through an agent and you just do it yourself?

Oh no, they are sold on the property through an agent.

 Oh, yes.

Agents sort of run the business

So people come here to look at the cattle and then buy?

On the day, yes.

.Does that make it like a picnic?

Yes.  yeah.

So, an Open Day for cattle?

Everybody, yes, cattle yes.

Did you provide refreshments?

Yes, that went along as the day went on  yeah. After that they had there local drink at the finish.(laughs).

A good time was had by all?

Yes, by all,  yeah.
Did you have parties here and occasions or were you too busy.

Parties, no, well, there was only the parties for birthdays and one thing and another, that’s all And there was other, the Hereford Hume Society well they come here one day. There was a big Field Day on cattle that’s all there was that come here.

What did you say it was? The Hereford ---?

The Hereford Hume, Hume it was. Hume and District Society.

The Hume District. And what happens on a Field Day?

Well, you have your cattle there and they go through them and have a look at everything that you’re doing and sort of gain something from the Field Days.

And then they went on to other place too on that tour. They have a tour for about a week and they went on to different other places at the same time.

Oh did they? Do you then get feedback, do you have farm journals or that sort of thing?
Yes, it would come back through from the Hereford Journal, and different ones that. they read that. Different ones would say “Oh we read your run-through right from the beginning coming to Sydney to the Shows.” It was in one of the big journals see, all the pastures I grew and everything else, and built up the property and did what I did with the stock.

What about your pasture did you build that up through super-phosphate or did you sow different types of pasture?

Well, it was mainly with the plough, and it was the underneath plough that we had, like it would loosen the ground underneath and not turn it over, let the moisture up.

But you didn’t plough up here in this area, was it lower down?

Oh no, that paddock was ploughed out there, in amongst the rocks.
And so did you have to remove a lot of rocks?

Oh no, we went round ‘em.

those things?

Just went round them, did you?

There was patches there that you’d get a few acres there and then further down acres down the Woolshed. We went through that and cultivated it up and put all sorts of grass that would suit the country there was bigger areas that we’d get, a 100 acres and another ground, might have been 200.

So you sowed the grass? What sort of grass was it?

Oh, it was Paspalum and Valerus, White Clover and we had our other sub-Clover that was always around built that up and all that put the (?) in the ground and then we went from good ground to better ground

Did you? So the people that came to those Field Days would be interested to have a look at those thing?

Oh yes, yes, the pasture yes.

So that varies from area to area I expect does it? 

Yes, so there again, the water was always a thing of the going out there in early days; you had to have water for stock.

Did you have water problems here?
No water problems, no, there was always a well that was always pulled out of the well.

On this property here?

Yes, yes, and down a bit it was running on top of the ground down there

Oh was it? There were natural springs there?
Yes, yes, a few 100 yards down further but the well was here for the early days. That was built for when the Cobb & Co Coach was here for there works.

Oh, even before your father built here?
Oh yes, before father built because this house brought up from a 2-storey here from Cobb & Co Gates-house where they changed the horses overnight.

So that the Change Station was here?
Yes, and this, the one that was pulled down, and this single-storey was built from the stone that come out of the 2-storey Cobb & Co Coach house.

Was it? And where’s the well?

Oh, just about, oh, a 100 yards away there.

And did they actually have that put there for the horses?
Yes,  yeah and their drinking water and all that, there was actually two there.

Why did they change here because they would have started at Beechworth?

No, they were coming in from Wangaratta.
Oh, and they were rested here instead of going into town?

Yes, they’d rest the horses here and change horses over and have fresh horses to go to Beechworth.
To go in and then and then they’d have fresh horses to come back out?
Yes. They’d stable them overnight in there too.

Did they have stables here? They would have had to?
Yes. Underneath the house was the low, first storey was the stables.

Did you have any photos of that?
No I haven’t. There would be somewhere in town. There would have to be but I haven’t got one of here, they were pulled down.

Was that pulled down when your Father or your Grand father bought it?

Yes in the eighteen eighties. That was pulled down and built this other ??????

Did the well dry up during the dry years?
No, not at all, kept water right through.

?????????????????
Yes and all the water they built up over the years in dams and one thing and another that created water for stock and one thing and another. Now there’re going, working on salinity and everything else in New South Wales and there’s a little bit down in Victoria too not far away. At Tarrawingee here there’s a little bit of salinity on the salt. That’s coming up, but that’s only from the early times when the water was, come from the volcanos. The ground was all sort of volcanic country, it was mainly that.

So it was volcanic country and what effect did that have on the …?
Oh well that was all the soil you could see over the hundreds of years gone past, its been dropped out. There’s different soil, you know you could go a hundred yards and get different type of soil.

Can you?
Yes. And then go another mile or so, ten mile its all different types of soil.

So you would have had to have adjusted your sowing and your planting to the different soils ?perhaps?
Yes, well you got onto red soil and it was a lot better than the granite soil, for growing because the water, ah was looser ground, the water went through it.

Where did you, did your Father pass on a lot of this knowledge to you or did you gain the information ???????
I gained from different, as I went along and with all the water now that’s been built up in the high country and one thing and another they say that they never, don’t own it. Water has all come from the high country. Doesn’t matter where. 

Where it starts?
Yes where it starts. There’s only one thing left. They’re talking about water now that if they got onto building more big weirs and spent less water and time and money running out on there, they’d have water to burn.

I’ll just leave there. You didn’t tell me about the depression. How did you cope here during the depression? What was it like?
Oh well, Dad still owned a car through the depression.

Did you have any people coming looking for work?
Nearly every day there was a wood heap that used to get chopped up, with the one carrying their swag.

Did you give them something to eat?
They got tucker and away they went. That’s all they got. Yeah, they’d only cut it up for tucker and there was nothing, lived there in the depression or well - he sort of bought land. He was paying off land too in the depression right through and he still come through.

Yes. Nothing much changed because you were well established by then?
Oh well no he wasn’t, because no it was the nineteen thir., no it was the nineteen fourteen war yeah. Fourteen, he got going after that a little bit. But he was able, you know on a farm you had eggs and meat and everything else and they didn’t just …………..[end of side one]
From where they came in England, they came from “Danetree”?
Yes. Their house in England was called “Danetree”.

That’s D a n e tree?

Yes, that’s right Danetree.

As distinct from Daintree in New South Wales?

Yes, D a I n up there.(pause) Yes, and schooldays, I mentioned about that.

Did you? Oh no you didn’t you tell me about schooldays, did you enjoy school?

Oh, a certain amount, yes.

Did you go to the State School?

 yeah the State, it was called the State and Higher Elementary School then.

Yes.

And it went up to 4th Forms A and B and ----
Did you walk to school?

For a start, either that or I got on the push-bike with the brother he rode us in until we got bikes, later on. And went through there to school, we had a fair bit of time, we had --schooldays that were always a bit of fun to me and then I was to looking to leave school in the ’39 and I was more interested in leaving school then. So I got home on the land then. Started there with the brother, he was working on the land then. The other brother was, he was a school teacher. He was more or less, he teached me in the 5th grade too my brother did. 

Did he?

Yes.

And the Mr. Warner who lives in Spring Street, he’s your brother isn’t he?

 yeah, Ernie.

Ernie, yes. Was he a school teacher?

No, he was in the,- he had an accident running at school and he wasn’t able to take on farming or any hard work, he was in a, he took on book-keeping and he worked in the Tannery down here with the Zwar brothers for a while and then went into the hard ware business He was working for a; he was apprenticed to the hardware business here in Beech worth and then in Wangaratta. And then he come from there and back into Beechworth when he bought the business in Beechworth. So he was more less in that all his life and the sister, she married Lex Sinclair and went to Stanley to live.

Did she. We’re jumping about a little bit but I didn’t ask you with the bush fire, What sort of equipment did they have to fight it with in such rough land?

Oh well, they only had a bag and a rake.

Because you wouldn’t be able to get,--if Beechworth had a fire-truck then, they wouldn’t have been able to a lot of that country would they?

No, no, it was only rakes you’d have to,-- the main part of fighting the fire was in the early hours of the morning when things had quietened down they’d rake a trail and let it burn back to the fire.

What happens in the early hours of the morning, the wind drops does it?

Yeah it’s cooler, no wind, cooler and everything else you could sort of work a little bit better then, during the night and yeah the knapsack was the fire, the one on the back was full of water, that was all you had and –

Where did you fill that from?

Oh that was it was mainly – there was some sort of small tanks getting round with water, on the back of something.

Furphy?

Yes yeah. And if you carry that, a ute, we had a ute at that time, utility, had a bit water in there and there used to be a heap of bags, and they’d wet them and different ones would turn up and you’d give ‘em a wet bag to fight it with.

Were there a lot of volunteers?

Oh a certain amount, yeah I remember down here on the Wang road, I had a – that was only – not that many years ago that would be back in the – oh in the eighties – there was a fire broke out down there, there was forty or fifty turned – I had a ute full of wet bags and handed them out – they turned it from coming from the road but they stopped it back over ‘ere when it got into a little bit of different country, it’s stopped itself more or less, run out of – fire run out of steam!

Oh well it’s a huge task isn’t it, not like having helicopters dropping water?

Droppin’ water down, yeah so –

All right now before we finish up – anything else on your list?

Oh talk about the wool, in the fifty two-

What happened with the wool in fifty two?

Oh well, wool started to build up a little bit, the price built up a little bit, it was one of the biggest years we had was a pound a pound for wool, that was sold in the fifty twos, 

They were the boom years weren’t they?

Yeah, yeah, 

When Australia rode on the sheep’s back?

That’s right.

A pound for a pound of wool?

Yes.

Yes.

And then it was dropped down.

Did you have many sheep then?

Oh it was three thousand, we had three thousand then, up to three thousand.

That was a lot of wool?

Yeah, a lot of cattle yeah, and cattle and I dunno –

And then things dropped away rather quickly after that did they?

Yes back towards the seventies it dropped back a little bit, yeah a fair bit, and then in the eighties and now it was – it come up a fair bit in the – when the wool was – they were buyin’ the wool Board was buyin’ wool, everything was a bit cheap against the buyers, and that was a disaster, that was – they got a build up of wool, stock pile of wool and then they found out that this other chap from Queensland he was – he was talkin’ the other school then – he didn’t know what he was doin’ when wool backfired and got – then they had a stock pile course that was a – couldn’t sell wool then! It still is on the stockpile, that the wool is only just payin’ for itself, they’re just payin’ for itself, yeah. Holidayin’, most of the holidays were Gold Coast, we used to go up the Gold Coast every year,

Did you?

Yeah 

In the winter?

Summer, summer.

Summer, sensible, yes?

Summer up there. So pony clubs, I was always interested in horses all me life, we run pony, I was runnin’ Beechworth Pony Club here at –

Did you run it did you?

Yeah, in the sixties, 

A lot of interest from the young people?

Yeah, yeah there was a big pony club interest in Beechworth, and they went round to the local shows, and land boom, I bought a lot of land – sold a lot of land, sold some land too, at the high prices too, and that was able to buy more land to - - cheaper rate and better land – and that’s how that built up to the boys and able to achieve that when they took it over in the oh four – five years ago when I retired to them, and their enjoyin’ the land what I gave ‘em, and I got more money in me pocket now than I ever had in me life.

Well isn’t that wonderful and I think that’s a nice note on which to finish, so nice to hear a happy story?

Yes.

End.

