Interview with Mr Sumner Berg at his Polmear Lane home by Jennifer Williams on 27th July 2000

Could you tell me, when you came to Beechworth, obviously you weren’t born here?

No I was born in Toledo, Oregon in the United States, a very small logging town, 3000 people and I came to Australia in 1970 and as a teacher.

Where did you go to first?

I was at North Balwyn High School, for one year, but I’d been a small town boy, didn’t like Melbourne whatsoever, so I asked to be transferred to some small nicer town and I wrote down a whole pile of towns and ended up in Beechworth in 1971 and been here ever since.

Had you ever been to Beechworth before?

No. 

Did you know where it was?

No I had no idea. [laughter] I was told it was a nice place, a small town in the country, and that’s what I was looking for.

Can you remember your very first impression the day you arrived?

Yeah, I came over the hill on a motor cycle, and that’s all I could afford, and came up over the hill, coming down Newtown bridge, and at that time the shop on the left was pretty run down, Harding’s old fruit shop and stuff and I wasn’t all that impressed and I remember coming in to town and was quite impressed with the prison and so forth but, and that’s all I remember, it’s a long time ago. [laughter]
Would you describe it, you said that the shop was run down, what was the appearance of the town generally, was it run down?

Oh yeah a lot of empty shops and sort of, I dunno it wasn’t that attractive back then I didn’t think.

Would you have arrived after the tannery closed and before tourism took off?

Oh yeah it was the 1970 – 71

Would you say it was a depressed time?

I can’t remember really all that distinctly but it was pretty sort of, pretty run down place, lot of empty shops, and you know wasn’t well kept and yeah.

So you arrived in town, you started teaching soon after?

Yes.

The next week, the next day?

Oh I can’t remember exactly when I – it was in the summer, I started teaching that year, yes, at the High School.

I know you taught in Melbourne for a year, but was it a difficult transition from teaching, did you teach in your home town?

No after I finished, I went to University, and got a Master in Biological Science and I wanted to teach in Central Oregon, but couldn’t get a teaching job there so I got – or being out of shape, I joined the Peace Corp, and chuffed off to Africa –

Did you?

And was in Africa a few years and then I came back to the States and – when did I go back to the States, oh – yeah returned to the States about 69, and didn’t like the lifestyle, the rat race, and worked at a pulp mill for a year to get enough money to get out of there, and I was either going to go to Canada or Australia, knew very little about either place, and I just thought oh I’ll go to Australia, didn’t realise how far away it was and off I went and ended up in Sydney, and got stuck in the hostel there and it’s enough to be in a hostel with a lot of other people and oh it was a long story, but I ended up teaching for – I was supposed to be going to Queensland, but I lost my papers and all that sort of stuff and I rang around and Victorian Department of Education said they had a position so they flew me down from Sydney, and I stayed at the YMCA and ended up in North Balwyn High, and then came over here, I mean I came over here, like I said I didn’t like the American lifestyle, although it’s getting like that now here, but taken a while. [laughter]
But have you lived in a small country town, you didn’t like having to live in the city?

No I hate city, I hate the – I’m not a lover of humanity, I like country – the town I grew up in is a logging town, 3000 people –

About the same population?

Yeah about the same population Beechworth and yeah.

So what was the difference in teaching, was that a difficult transition for you?

No it wasn’t a difficult transition, I was trained to be a teacher and stuff, the system was a bit different but much more lax than in the States, like in the States, you sort of applied to teach like any other job, and interviewed and all that sort of thing and if you didn’t do your job you got the flick, where over here, once you are a teacher you could nearly kill the Principal and get away with it, you know, sort of thing, and there wasn’t much of a dress code, we used to have to wear ties and long socks, pull them up if you wore shorts and all that kind of stuff, but that disappeared and everything just people started wearing everything they wanted to school, and oh just, I don’t know, teachers had it pretty good, I think they, once you got in to a place you pretty much secured position.

Was it more formal teaching here, the system?

No less formal than the States, yes.

Was it?

Yes, we had to wear suits and sports coats and –

No I mean the students had to wear uniforms?

No, no, there was no - the kids just wore what they wanted to.

At Beechworth?

No, no in the States.

In the States, that’s what I mean yes, but at Beechworth it was more informal?

Yes.

But less formal for the teachers?

Yeah, eventually became that way yeah.

Did you, attitudes were they different in approach to learning, compared to the States? What was an average day like with your students?

I think the biggest difference I noticed with the school system is facilities, like I grew up with the High School in the fifties and sixties, graduated sixty one in the small town we had a big gymnasium, we had everybody had their own gym baskets, we had towel services we had all that kind of stuff, and every classroom had film projectors and film libraries and all that sort of stuff, we had organised sports, you know, we had training sports after school every night and all this kind of thing and different kind of sports baseball, football, basketball, so forth, the girls had their stuff, and the cheering stuff and the school band and all that sort of stuff and Friday and Saturday nights we competed with other towns and went out of town on a bus trips and you know, it was a big thing, and I was looking forward to it, because I got all this information about Australia and it sounded really good, there was really a lot of sports, pumped a lot of sports people and that, and I got over here to Beechworth High School and they didn’t even have a basketball court, didn’t even have any indoor facilities, there is a boys toilet, and still the same, got about three showers, in it and a couple of toilets in the boys change room, but now they have that eco centre thing, but that’s taken, what twenty five years to get that, they had nothing, wet days they get in to room twelve which is sort of a room connected to the cafeteria, the home ec room, pull a few curtains aside and make a bit more space, you know,  I couldn’t believe the facilities, how pathetic it was.  And also kids had nothing to do in town, there was no – we used to have, teenage dances every Wednesday night we had a picture theatre, we had a place with like Happy Days little Milk Bar type thing, you know we’d go down and mess around and socialise and have milk shakes and all this kind of stuff and there just was nothing here, and I thought it was so pathetic, you know I couldn’t believe it.

You probably had little more than a blackboard in each room?

Yeah that’s about it, and that was it, you know. Then you’d fight over film projectors, they had any films available, you know and stuff, and it was just a real shock and like I had a little sports car over there, it cost me, I was working at Pulp Mill, getting about eight thousand dollars a year, and I bought this Datsun Fairlady for about four thousand dollars and it was fairly new and I was gunna bring it over here, but I thought oh I’ll just buy one when I get over here, so I would have had it changed over, you know the change the steering over one side to the other, and I thought it wouldn’t be worth it, I’ll just buy one when I get here, so when I got over here I was making about four thousand dollars a year and a car like that’d cost about two or three times that, and I couldn’t even afford anything, I had to save up and buy a small motor cycle to get around on, [laughter] yes.

Were you surprised that the students and the teachers were able to cope with such very basic equipment and facilities?

Oh wasn’t surprised, but it was a bit sort of depressing in a way, I mean there was no like very little sports, sort of I mean, I don’t know how they turned out so many good sports people, you know, given the facilities they had. I have to admit North Balwyn High had a basketball floor there they could play basketball on it was very nice but in the States I mean you didn’t walk on our basketball floor with normal shoes on, that was a no-no, shiny varnished, kept clean, you didn’t walk on it with normal shoes, it was something you didn’t do, if you wanted to play sports and stuff, you had your own gym shoes you put on, if you got caught wearing school shoes or something you’d be in real strife, but here, you know, they just run around with all sorts of shoes on, mud on them and everything, and I just couldn’t believe it, sort of thing.

Did it take you a long time to adjust to ‘primitive’ conditions I suppose you would call it?

It didn’t take long to adjust, just accept what was there, and get on with it, you know, you can’t really do much about it, I tried to get some things going for the kids up the street, but it didn’t work very well, just sort of, I dunno they seemed to want to be given everything, and didn’t want to work for anything, so tried to get some activities and meet you know and do different activities, on Friday nights or Saturdays or something you know, just get together the group and just do new games or go down the gorge and have a barbeque, just something like that but it all sort of just fell to pieces.

Why do you think that was?

I think most of the kids sort of, they didn’t really do much themselves, they wanted everything done for them, sort of like, and when we did have sort of a meeting place and pool table and place to meet, they sort of wrecked it and you had all the people coming in, you know, bit of grog in them and sort of wrecked things, there was a lot of under age, I was very surprised at the under age drinking when I first came here, the year before I started teaching, before I started teaching there must have been, I must have been up here before New years because I remember my first New Year’s Eve here, up the street, seeing kids sick, you know in the gutters and stuff, and then when I started teaching, these kids I saw were in year seven, like you know, I couldn’t’ believe it, oh yeah they were just – I was really shocked at that. When I went to High School, if you want to drink, you drank, if you wanted to smoke you smoked, but you didn’t do that and play sport, you just not – it’s off the team, as simple as that, and you couldn’t drink legally unless you are twenty one.

Twenty one in the States was it, oh goodness!

At eighteen you can get your Driver’s Licence, but you can get your Learner’s Permit when you are fifteen, sixteen Driver’s Licence but you couldn’t drink legally till you were twenty one, in Oregon anyway, and if you bought liquor for someone you were in deep trouble, and so it was pretty strict and you didn’t get a lot of under age drinking, and I thought that was pretty –

Why do you think there is so much under age drinking in Beechworth, did it have anything to do with parents, both parents working or was it because they’re isolated or?

I don’t know, I think it was something that was accepted, it’s the way Australians always are, and they still are. You know except that drugs are becoming more prevalent now than, going away from the booze and getting on drugs, I don’t know, they still don’t have much to do in the town the kids, in this town really, there’s no fill-in for kids to hang out, they hang out on street corners, they hang outside the Chicken shop and outside the milk bars and Post Office corner, the Bakery, but there’s not really a place for them to go, I dunno what’s happened to the Youth Centre, that cranked up but, I don’t think that’s still going.

Why do they have no initiative to do something themselves?

I dunno, we – I started, I wouldn’t try to organise something like, we are going to go down the gorge, you know and have a meet down there and sort of let them organise it, instead of me organising something, and I said OK you guys bring the sauce, you guys bring this and I’ll bring that and we’ll meet up here and we’ll walk down there and we’ll build fire and I’ll take the wood down and all kind of stuff and we’ll sit around and have a bit of – crap searching, you know, and two people showed up, you know , people had showed up walked down there and messed around and you know, I don’t know, I don’t know why they do it, they just something about Australians, I find sort of strange, the same as I’ve never known such litter bugging, you know so much, I couldn’t believe, like when I went to school, we never had yard duty, we never had to pick up rubbish and stuff and, it just wasn’t the way I was brought up, you know I couldn’t believe you had to go round and make people have yard duty and pick rubbish up and every hole and crack and cranny had something stuffed in it you know, and it just amazed me and you go to sports meetings and it looked like the place had been hit by a tornado afterward, you know and it just wasn’t the way it was when I went to school.

Oh all along the roads –

Yeah I know people just throw it out the car window and we just never did that, you know, just something I saw in Australia as being real slobs like that when I came over here.  [laughter]
Yes it would be –

I don’t know why –

Yes well you would notice the difference, because they are.  How did the locals accept you?

 I was called a ‘yank’ a lot, like I wasn’t really accepted as an Australian – I never will be because I have an accent, you know I’ll never be, I don’t worry about it, I consider myself to be Australian, I have nothing, the only ties I have with the States, is I have my family over there but, I don’t really, I consider myself Australian, not American, I caused a bit of friction with my brother when I left and denounced my citizenship because they’re so patriotic, you know, like he was a Marine and all this sort of thing and, you know, how can an American sort of denounce their citizenship like that, but I had to, to get a job and stuff and I remember the first time on going back, there was a negro lady at LA airport, and she saw my passport and said I was born in USA and she said, or made comment about it too, you know, sort of thing, but they are very patriotic, the Americans you know – I found out something about Australians also like you know, when they are playing the Anthem, you know even when I went home we went to my nephews’ baseball game and they play the National Anthem you stand up and hand on the heart and that sort of stuff, you don’t talk, you know and here, you know, it doesn’t matter, you know what I mean there is no patriotism you know and I –

You don’t take it so seriously - no.

And I don’t know, you get – it bothers me all these Ethnic groups sort of don’t assimilate, you know they if something goes on in Greece or something or in Bosnia they are all storming and you know, storming and protesting down the street, that annoys me, -  if you’re and Australian you are an Australian, if you have that sort of feeling towards your homeland then go back, - that’s my view, I just don’t like it you know, like I don’t jump up and down if something happens in the States or something, I’m an Australian!

Were there many migrants in Beechworth when you came here?

I wouldn’t know, besides myself, I don’t know I really don’t, I mean, we are all migrants I suppose aren’t we?

But you didn’t get to meet any of the European migrants or were there many Asians migrants in the early stages, probably not?

It’s hard to say, I mean I can’t remember really, but like I was pretty much accepted but, oh used to go down the pub or something, some guy might say something, something sarcastic about American or Yank or something, call me a Yank give –

Did you have any association with Vietnam?

Oh no, me no I ---

No I mean because at that stage Vietnam was not long, or hadn’t finished at all, it was still going then wasn’t it?

I have no idea, just – I dunno.  [laughter]
Did any Australians invite you to their homes, to parties or barbecues or?

Oh yeah I think so, I can’t remember all that well, I’m not much of a person to charge around like that very often but – no not really, not that I recall, I stayed in the old surgeon dentist place in Beechworth for – when I first came up here.

In Ford Street?

Yes in a little place, and had a few people come and get the teeth fixed.[laughter] which was funny, knocks on the door, and oh sort of funny actually, but anyway I stayed there for a couple of years, but I can’t really recall being invited to people’s homes and places.

What about the other teachers, did they include you in things?

Oh yeah, I ran around with the teachers a lot yeah, that was all right, and another thing I found sort of disappointing here is how low teachers were sort of accepted they were sort of – they weren’t respected at all, like in the States, teachers were respected, I mean you know they, the community respected them and like if you, like if I was teaching say in Toledo, I wouldn’t even be allowed to go to the local pub and have a drink, I’d have to go to Newport nine miles away to have a drink, I mean you weren’t, you know, you were supposed to set example, you know, you didn’t go – teachers just didn’t go get pissed in the town, you know, and the teacher didn’t stuff like that, you it just wasn’t on, you’d get sacked, you know these teachers were hired and fired just like everybody else, you had Unions but still you are a respected person, but I found that difficult because I got over here and got bagged a lot for being a teacher, and oh you know, you guys don’t do anything you know, and stuff like that, and you know this sort of stuff like and butchers and all these people all the time, you know, oh teachers get it good, you never do anything and you know, and holidays and blah blah blah, and this sort of stuff and even when I, - I had a court case once, because I had a motor bike accident, did the wrong thing and within court and you know Judge took the stand and the old Judge Humphries, he says ‘Oh what do you do Mr Berg’, and I said I’m a teacher and he said ‘Oh not on strike today?’ that was in court, you know, this sort of stuff, I felt like saying something to him, but I didn’t of course.  [laughter]
But a lot of that of course was said in jest?

Oh I don’t know, teachers are just not respected, like getting bagged. I dunno.

Sort of a bit like, it may not have seemed like that to you, sort of like that Melbourne Sydney thing, it sounds serious but it’s not really serious?

I don’t know, I don’t know.

It obviously sounds serious to you?

Yes it sounds serious to me, ‘cos I wasn’t maybe used to it, you know.

And does that make life difficult for you?

Oh I didn’t like it, no, you know I thought it was, I just didn’t think it was on – you know because they, like I said they just had no respect for teachers, they just – they still get criticised all the time, but nobody wants your job, they don’t want your job, but they want your holidays, they don’t think – and most of them didn’t think you do anything, like eat, you know you only worked really, not a full day, you never did anything at home, have any idea how much time you spent at home.

At what stage did you decide to stay in Beechworth?

I like Beechworth just for the area, because I’m an outdoor person, and you can’t beat it for that, like hiking and biking and so forth, and it’s clean and there’s no environment, there’s no industries here the air’s clean, the water’s clean and back then, was pretty laid back, you know I was quite surprised like the pub licence stuff is amazing like in the States if you went in to a Bar you couldn’t in a lot of them you couldn’t even pick up your drink and walk around the room, then if you walked out of a pub with a beer in your hand you were in big deep trouble, oh yeah you’d be chased down the road and really hammered, because they’d probably close the pub down. You know inspectors coming in to pubs and closing the doors and wanting to see everybody’s ID, so if you were under 21, publicans are in real deep trouble, so they wouldn’t serve you unless they were really positive you were 21. But here, come here and there’s kids running round the pub, kids don’t go in pubs over there, you are not allowed, your not 21, dogs and kids and stuff running around I couldn’t believe it, you know and people sitting outside in the street drinking, and you know and I just was really amazed, you know it was laid back, and I liked it I thought it was really good it was just laid back, easy going, ‘ah she’ll be right sort of thing’ you know, don’t worry about it and I like that sort of it was real step back, like Africa was that way, just sort of slow, easy going, the principal would call a staff meeting at ten and he wouldn’t show up till eleven, you know sort of thing, and I’d be there at ten, I’d be the only one there you know and the people eventually drift in you know, and just everything was just laid back and slow, and no big rush.

Did you get used to that sort of different way after a while?

Oh yeah, sort of –

Would you find it difficult to go back to the American way now?

I wouldn’t, no I wouldn’t, no I’ve been back a few times, with my son and with my family and stuff and I hate the lifestyle, even in the town I grew up in there’s no more logging, that went along time ago and it’s now got a great big paper mill there, which stinks and the town sort of gone really down hill, it’s pretty scruffy, and everybody has guns and stuff, my mother has a gun, you know next to her bed, a twenty two, and I take it off her when I go there, and say ‘Mum I’m home now, I’ll look after the gun’ you know –[laughter] ‘cos she’s eighty two years old and I said ‘get some mace Mum, get some pepper spray, some mace and that’s all you need’, and she says ‘oh I want a sawn off shotgun’, I said ‘Mother you are not gunna get a sawn off shot gun’. [laughter]
OK, let’s come back to Beechworth, now you mentioned that you like the bush and hiking and walking, did you appreciate that when you arrived, or did that grow with the town?

Oh no I was always someone that was taking off down the railway lines or in the bush in the States and so on, yeah I just headed right up for –

Some people who have come from Europe find it quite scary, out the bush find it more open, I mean the countryside is sparse, yes so what was your first impression?

Oh no I was crawling down mine shafts and all sorts of things, I was underneath, going through the Rocky Mountain Tunnel underneath the town and out the Wallaby Mine and all over the place, yes, it’s good. I liked it.

Did you become interested in vegetation?

Oh yeah I thought I was quite shocked also ‘cos I’d come from Oregon and it’s all geologically very young and craggy mountains and tectonic plates and volcanoes and earthquakes and stuff happening occasionally, and coming over here, I remember getting up here and in ’71 and I had this motorbike and I heard about Mount Buffalo and I was really looking forward to seeing a mountain, [laughter] and I got on the old bike, and headed off towards Myrtleford and I got down past Myrtleford and had a sign pointing towards Mount Buffalo and I stopped and looked around and see this mountain and saw a big rock, and I couldn’t believe this was Mount Buffalo, and you know, and just, you know we walked up Thredbo and Mount Kosciusko with friends and a while ago when that Comet came round and I was quite astounded how tiny it was, I mean there is a guy pushing a kid up there on the top on a pram you know, on a pram! [laughter]
It is on a high plateau, isn’t it?

Yeah, I mean I miss the mountains, bug craggy mountains you know, that’s what I like about Eastern Oregon, but it’s interesting I like the old worn out train and stuff, boulders and stuff, it’s quite interesting, I haven’t seen a lot of Australia, I’d like to travel round it one day and have a good look, but –

Did you have any interest in Beechworth’s history?

History, oh no not a lot just a little, just the basic stuff about its’ goldmining days and stuff, and it’s hard to believe that there was twenty thousand people down there in Woolshed, clambering round years back, I couldn’t believe it and I’ve spent a bit of time walking through the cemetery looking at headstones with the kids and stuff, seeing whole families wiped out like cholera, typhoid or something, things like that sort of interesting, but not – never really studied the history all that much, I don’t really like history all that much, I was more of just a –

I’ll have to change your ways –

[laughter] I sort of like the present, and I sort of like the bush and stuff and –

Now you arrived in ’71 it was not too many more years after that when changes started in Beechworth, how did you view that?

Oh I thought it was good, like some of the shops up the main side of town was owned by the Freemans, I think she still owns some of the shops, but they’re pretty run down and stuff and it was real funny old clothing shop there, and it had everything in it but it was all in shoe boxes all over the place and it was very interesting, but yeah things sort of changed and things were built up and it was good, I’m –

Was there resistance to change --?

I don’t know, I wasn’t involved in it and I don’t really know if there was much resistance to change, I suppose there are some people like me, sort of,  I’m not all that totally happy with it becoming a tourist town because it just drags in too many people, but I’m not a business person, I know it’s good for business and everything else and the Bakery has done really marvellous things and town and other people, and the supermarket and all sort of stuff, but I came here to get away from all that sort of stuff, I’d been through that before in the States, it’s pretty much, what it’s like here it sort of – sort of like it was in Toledo when I grew up, minus amenities for the kids and stuff but you know, violence hasn’t happened yet, but

What would have happened if nothing had changed?

Oh probably like Chiltern I suppose, something like that, it would be sort of a dead place and quiet, some people like that, you know, I just find it sort of – I’m not a lover of humanity and people and stuff and I sort of don’t particularly like going up the street and having a hoard of people round the place, and, but that’s so called progress, and given time maybe we might shift some place else, we bought land down in Wooragee, we were going to move down there, but we now realise it’s not going to happen, it’s just too difficult, so we are gonna sell our land and then get rid of our mortgage and maybe think about going somewhere with a bit of land round us more peaceful, away from neighbours, [laughter] ‘cos it’s gonna be oh we’ve got neighbours that side, but that’s still vacant that little clump, but that’s been subdivided back there, that’ll be eventually behind it be a golf course apparently, according to La Trobe, and the road’s right here, you know, and we’ve lost animals down there, and stuff and no reason, we just like a bit more privacy.

Different types of people that have actually come in to town with tourism and upgrading of shops, did that make any difference at the school or in the community, did you notice any changes?

I don’t know, school enrolment probably increased as things built up.

Which?

Enrolment, probably would have increased.

How many students were there when you first went there?

Oh I don’t know, I can’t remember, too long ago!

Was it less, than, I don’t know, how many are there now?

I don’t know, I don’t know.

Two hundred or?

Must be close to, two fifty, two seventy, I don’t really know, I’ve no idea, I’ve got friends who are still teaching there, but I never, it doesn’t interest me how many kids are there. [laughter]
No of course, no. Did you notice any changes in community involvement with young people or older people, or have they been involved in their community before?

I really, couldn’t really say definitely. Probably got more involved in the community, the kids and stuff maybe, I don’t know. I really don’t. I’m sort of not involved in that kind of stuff, I just sort of stick to myself and –

There wasn’t anything obvious enough that you wouldn’t have missed it?

Nothing that major.

Were there any notable people, any notable students, or anyone that stands out over the years?

Oh there’s a lot of nice kids that came through the system and stuff and gone on but yes, then you had the other way round too, [laughter] but no it’s like any school I suppose you have some really nice kids and stuff, go on and make something for themselves and other ones you know that don’t.

What about people were there any eccentric people, interesting people or odd people, anyone that you came across that stuck in your mind?

What teachers, other teachers?

No, no just generally, in the community, anything that stands out, any events?

Oh, I used to get into a lot of arguments with David Martin, he used to write books and stuff here, years back you know, his stories about population and stuff, over population person, and he reckoned the distribution of goods and blah blah, we used to argue all the time and stuff and, he sort of stands out a bit and oh –

Where did you meet him?

Oh, just through my former wife, I dunno how, what the connection was to tell you the truth, --

Did you miss having people to discuss things like that?

No I pretty much stick to myself, I fire off a lot of letters to the Border, things annoy me in the paper, I fire off letters, and some get printed, some don’t, I relief my tensions in doing that – 

I always wondered who those people were?

Yeah I write a lot of letters, they don’t all get printed and I just fire off things I read something in the paper that annoys me and I let loose and like yesterday, was in the paper about this furniture expo, you know, this guy starting this import furniture thing up in Albury, testing the market out, finest grade teak and mahogany, from Asia you know, and I just question the people that go there, asking where are the sources of teak and mahogany is and it’s from the ‘deforce’ station where it’s going on over there, which causes bio diversity loss and diversification, you know from plantations  and blah blah, just thinking about that, it annoy me, huh! That trigger a ---

Did you get involved in any issues like that around Beechworth?

No, not so much I just stick to myself, I don’t go up and go to the town meetings and all this sort of stuff, I just sort of –

Is that a conscious decision or is it - ?

Yes I’m just not one to get in to  - if something that was more at home with me like Eastern Asia or something came up for some debate, maybe I would or something like that, but not just normal like the Chinese Garden stuff and community things, I pretty much just go with the flow, I don’t get involved in all that sort of stuff, I’d never think of going, trying to get on the Council or anything like that, I’m not that kind of person.

What did you do for, to amuse yourself, did you go away or did you stay in town?

Oh no on holidays I just usually charge off in the bush, and go for more bike rides, more hiking, stuff in that area, very seldom go away, I find holidays sort of come back worse off than when you left, and broke too [laughter] but no I’m not one for travelling off and heading off. Oh we’ve gone some long bike rides, five days, seven day bike rides over from here up over the Wonnangatta over the mountains to Dargo and Bairnsdale and stuff and silly things like that and  up in the mountains and stuff, and long hikes with friends, you know for a week or so, don’t kill ourselves, so –[laughter]
What did you do, did you go to, was there pictures or dances or ?

Oh no, wasn’t much in town, used to have a picture theatre here actually, at the Town Hall, used to have that once in a while, but I only went to that once, only because they had a film called ‘ Never give an inch’ I think it was filmed in Oregon, close to where I was, and I recognised some of the places, but there were Jaffas rolling round the floor and hootin’ and hollerin’ and it was pretty awful, but they showed pictures once a week or so but that all fell through, but I never went to our little community dances and stuff, and football Balls and stuff and not my sort of thing, and very seldom went to the pub. I used to go up some Friday nights to the pub, and have a couple of beers but I haven’t done that for a long time, stay home and have a few wines. [laughter]
There are more restaurants and things, do you ever go in to town?

No very rarely go to restaurants, I’m just a plain food eater, I just as rather have a nice turkey and salad sandwich, something like that, some chicken and vegetables than go and pay thirty and forty bucks and sit around in some restaurant, you know sort of thing. Not a ‘going out’ person, don’t like wearing long pants and all that kind of stuff, no.

Did you feel isolated when you came up here, was it a long way from anything?

No didn’t bother me, I’m quite happy to be here by myself.

Did you go to Albury or to Wangaratta, or Melbourne much when you were here?

Oh no  - I’d go to Albury for shopping, because there wasn’t much here, Wodonga/Albury, sometimes Wang, then Myrtleford just to get grocery shopping but now there’s new supermarket here makes a big difference but, no.

When you first came here on your bike, where did your… 
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