
form of building 
their oveu iu rue , thnt cert iu 
cu tom nnA c 1 monit:c 1·y j,; diffor"'nt p l'ts 
of the country umong variou tribe , 

In tho c p rt of the country here tone i6 
ecnrce the oven nre g nerally ound more per· 
feet tl1i,.11 where it i plentiful, a in the former 
caee it is not ca y to replace them ; but where 
they aro ea!ily procured the mounds a.re full of 
tones f1om bottom to top. ~l.'hcre arc ·owe p rt 

of the country where tone i unobtainable, nd I 
there the heaps consit1t of burnt clay and 
a bell, mixed generally with vast qn nti ie of 
mus ei bbell • .Although the ovens are most 
numerous on the banks of stream , fi h bcina 
one of their staple articles of food, they are 
nl~o found in tho fore ts, mile aw y from 
water. These ere ueed by the tribes to whom 
lh<'y b longed in the inter, hen the crab­
holes being full of water enabled them to camp 
in warm quarters away from the str m . 'Ihe 
number of the e ash heaps in some parts of the 
eolouy is certainly a toni hing ; but the face 
of the country ha , in all probability, altered 
but little for centurie , and I think the 
aboriginal have changed in em 11 a degr e, 
although I think it probable, from the trlldi• 
tionll of the pres nt nativ , that they may 
once have been more numerous than they wer 
when we first occuP.ied th~ country. Tbe fllct 
is, that the mounds in qua tion were eimply 
ovens, which eradu Uy increa cd in numb r 
and eize during a long lapse of time. I m y also 
remark, that not finding bone inan oven proves 
11othing, as they wer princip lly u ed for 
cooking large game, euch as the kangaroo, 

orubat, emu, or fi h ; the mall g me, as th 
opossum, bandicoot, c., were rQa3t by h 
camp fire, and, as I have before stated, what­
ever was cooked in the ovens was ~enerAllt 
removed to the camp before it waa divided ancl 
eaten. I think it likely they may now be used 
occaaionally as a place of burial-digging a 
hole in an asli•heap is ea ier than m hard 
ground, and the natives do not like hard 
work. I am, &c., .A. L. 

Elwooa, March 9. 

BLACKFELLOWS' OVENS. 
TO 'lffE J,DlTOR OF THE AU 'TR.A.LA.SI 

Sir,-Ifaving rco.1l _the letters ?n _ this" euh,: 
ject, and eeing that m the descr1pt1011 M. 
gives of the ovenc1 he says th~t the stonet1 "re 
placed in a circular f?rm, wluch_ Wild not the 
c•a e with an oven winch I examrned, I sh11ll, 
"itb your permis8ion, cles~ribc it: It was 
bit uuted about a mile oo t ot the 'I ou Y a■J~, 
in the forest but within a 11hort distance of 
thut plain \\bich he between th. ~ou _Yang 
and tho Pa. 'Iho oven w s Ott. m c1rcu°;1· 
frH•ncc, ~;jft. i11 cli1101ete1·, and ueurly 4fr: 1u 

heiizht. It consistt'd of fou~ luyers, t_h first 
of which wa only a fow mche~ tl11ck, and 
c·oYercd ith loner wiry gr ii,,~. 'l'he e '•)nd 
,a about n foot and II h lf dt•ep. h cow11 tc 
of Jar"O uncl m II tonc:1 clo_e\y p ked to· 
gothe; 'Ihis layer oid not extend over_ th 
whole mound but formed a >1111 ller cm:le, 
who e diumet;r was about 1 ft. 'Iha third 
consi:ited of reddi h-colo r l he . The 
a~lie did not t nd through the wholt, 
mound, bu , ere found µrim:ip11lly 11e11r thtt 
centre. 'l'h fourth und luat layer W83 a bl$ k 
loum,.y ~uu t lll't\ ,unung whic-11 Wild tL gre t 
quunt ity of charcoul nnd t\ few stonet1. 

Out of one -ide of thu mound grew a lar~ 
tre<', about It. high und 10 t. in ~irth, but 
altl1ou"h I enmin tl it car fully,il cc111ld noi 
!ind 11,:y trace of the u<'l10n of lire up m it. 

l um inclined to think thut,ultlwu,:h the hlac 
nrn,atonetimelmH . U dthe111ou11d11~apl tl 

for. cookin,Y tht>ir 1°0od, yet latterly they h 
burn d their deud there-which would ac ·,mn 
ir. ~0111 mett ure for the tone being pl,1 · •d 
i11 the po,itiou in which I found them; ~mt 
it, j vt,rv hk1tlY thll to s v them clve!l the 
trouble· of nu.rying ton ,,_ for that purp<>!le, 
they took tho!e hich had b fore ue .. n u , 
for the oven,, which m11y 11 ·.:ount for my 
fiudi11<> ~o few tone in the ho tom Inver. 

"' YO • Y .·o . 

Between1860 and 1C66 nearly twenty thousand 
acres of land were reserved for the u.:e of the 
aborigines, as follows :-At Moorabool and 
'\Verribee, 640 acres; Ka n~.in, 3 acres; 
Duneed, 1 aero; Hopkins Hiver, near Warr­
nambool 3,500 acres; Lako Hindmarsh, 1,897 
acres; ·woori Yvloak, 1,200 acre::1 (slnco can• 
celled) ; Tangambalan:;a, "40 acres ; Mordial• 
loc, 640 acres ; Coranderrk (in plac e of 
Woori Yaloak), 2,300 acres; Lake Tyers, 
?,000 acres; V:tke \YelliD3ton, Sale, 2,3.i6 
acres; Lake Condab, 2,0!3 acr es; Coran­
d rrk (extension), 2,550 acres; Ktp1gerton~, 
111 acres. 

In the year ended 31st July, 1866, the 
amount voted for the abo1i3ines was £8100, 
which, with a b:i.1ance of .£2,41-117s. lld. re­
maining in the hands of the Board at tl, e 
be ·nning of the year, maclc £10,f.ill 17s. lld. 
This amount was expended within the year, 
le s £3,4G7 9s. cm~i.cd on. In the yea.r end ed 
31st July, 18G7, tho amount voted wac, 
£10,067 9s., and tho unexpended balanc e 
at the end of the year waci £2,9 :35 
Os. 6d. In the year ended 31st July , 
1868 (the last included in the report), 
the amount voted was £",9 00, and there 
was a balance in hand at the end of th 
year of £4,713 15s. 3d. Duriu.3 thi s lac;t year 
the cost of clothing , provisior.'l, &c., supplied 
at the Coranderrk station , was £161; at 
Frnm1in3ham, £11:J ; at Lake Condah , £'2 1 ; 
at Lal·e Tyers, £ 132 ; at Lake W cllington, 
.£~5] ; nt Lake Hindmarsh, £4G5 ; and sums 
under £100 each at the small.er vtations. 
'l'ho det cription of tbe stores supplied in 
the same year (ending July 31, 18li8) 
w as follows :-J. ' lour, 117,0901b. ; t ea, 
3,27!.llb. ; sugar, 34,24.Glb. ; tobacco, 1,14:Jlb. ; 
i;oap, :l,50~lb. ; 1ice, 2,3001b. ; oatmeal, 
1,•1U8lb, ; bJankots, 1,030 pairs; serge shirts, 
G17 ; twill shirts, 408; mens' trousors, 553; 
boys' 1 rousers, 80 ; dres ses, 279 ; petti­
coat, 233 ; boys' jump ers, 71 ; chemirns, 14'>. 
T he number ofa.bori 3ines confined in the gaol s 
and lock-ups of the colony has been rapidly 
dimini hing durin"' recent years. In the 
year ending 31st July, 1866, it was abont 120 ; 
in the following yrnr it was lei s than a 
1.mndrt!ll; last year it waq about ci3hty. 1'he 
pri:soners seem to have belon e;ed to eit her 
sc.· in no&rly eq_uo 1 num bors, and th e 
offence s \\ith which they were char ged wer e 
for tho m ost part either drun ·enne ss or tho 
cons equ enc es or drunkenness. 

~castu·~1nen.~ 

~l 

Mr. Francis, in the Assembly, yesterday, 
incidentally me.de allusion to the historic 
phre.ee of Mr. Berry about "broken heads 
and flaming houses." Mr. Berry dissented, 
and Mr. l\iirame ejaculated that the phrase 
was an invention of The Argus, and radical 
members applauded the remark. No assertion 
could be more utterly untrue. The words were 
spoken br Mr, Berry at the farewell banquet 
given to him at the Town-hall before he 
went home on the Embassy. His words 
were, 11 We will ask the Secretary of State 
what further must the people of Victoria 
suffer before the 'last resort' comes, Does 
he want broken heads and houses in 
flames?" These attempts to f&leify history 
will do Mr. Mira.ma and Mr. Berry no good. 
If their denials are ,epea.ted we will reproduce 
the whole speech in Th.e Aroua, and so 
impress it again on the memory of the 
country. 

~- ~ ~ L /ht" A-4 ,,,,., _/_ 
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THE HON. GRAHAM SERR)' ON THE STRICT Q. T. 
REsrEC.TEU 'BY HIS FELLOW-('ITIZENS, AND EARNING AN HONEST LIVINO IN PRAHRAN - TWENTY YE.ARS AC:0, 

fy-Ra.c.Ld 23LL.C~ (F'r1 1m a_phofograpl~osw-.vion iif. tl1f' p1,bli .~lu•r.~.) 6L-f~ _j~ ~ _,.a,~/.~ r 

CABINET CC) UNCIL. RAIL\\ AYs.-Or we shall find ourselves in a caubage-gardcn some 
fineday--

Pm:sE::-.T :-I>remier, Lan,1s, 'ustoms, Hail ways, Mines, \Vorks, , ir PRJrnrnR.-This is intolerable; I wish you wouhl apply that con-
Char1es (A 1Ian of the Times), an<l David of the Age. tinuous brake of yours to your unruly tongue, a.nil not provoke the 
J>R.E:\IIER.-Gentlemen, our friend. , ir Ueorge, will not be ahle to very men whose aid we most need, to desert us. Wh ro is our law 

join ns to-day. He has Jll'ivate husiuess of great importance to oificer to-day? 
attend to, which will deprive us of his Yaluecl aclviceand assistance, RAJLWAYK.-He'stakinghi:;lunchattheMelbourneClub.Isuppose. 
but we are fortified by the presence of Sil- Charles, a ).fan of the LANDS.- Y cs, and casting the protection of his mantle over some 
Tirnes, ancl Davicl of the .Age. Has anyone seen the 1Iinister of of his aristocratic friends, the pampered mcniafa of tho Crown. I 
Jw,tice <luring the last few clays? want to have these dismissals gazetted; if only the :Minister of Jus-

}{.\JLW..\ Ys.-I hear he joiue1l the Coo<l Templars last Friday week, tice were here, he would put an entl to this trifling. 
Tent J~o. 1009, but the poll broke, and the olcl fellow is suffering a <'FsTo.us .-Who talks of trifling? I'll stand 110ne of that. , ir 
pn.tracted recovery. C'harles and I have gone through the fire alrea1ly, an<l we are not 

l ,Axns.-I don't see how we can get on without him, he holds the likely to tlinch now. 
clue to all our future procee1li11gs; he mrn,t he fonll(l. Prurnnm. - Onr Postrnaster-Oeueral is also absent; if we attempt 

HATLWAYK.-Go seek him amongst our chief's '· curled darlings of to interfere with his depal'tmeut I fear that he will leave us; he is 
the: aristocracy." not of us or with us. 

PRnnER.-1 trust you will not intrude any of your unseemly LA. D~.- In the absence of the 1[inister of J usticc, I propose that 
jokes. we proceed to give full effect to the programme agrc d on. 

\VoRKs.-,Vhat I want to know is simply this, how much longer RAIT,WAYK.-Ancl n nice mess we shall get into. 
is the gazetting of the other tlismissals to be delayed? CesTO:MS. -Of course; yourlittle game having been played, you are 

Ct:. ·To c -I think, with Works, that the original programme, as satisfied; having been allowed to clismisa the man who di missed you, 
arranged by the Minister of Justice, Sir Charles, ancl myself, should you care for no one else. 
be carried out; people outside be~in to sneer, and say that we :ire llAILWAYs.-Dismissecl me ! "'ho ever dismissed me? \Vhatdicl 
afrr id-- I ever do that warra.ntecl rlismissal? "o money was ever offi·rcd for 

D YID OF TffE Acrn.-Better they t-hould say so, than that you my heacl. 
should carry o 1t what you ca.11 your original programme; I tell you ~Inrns.-Bccause it never was worth anything. 
gentlemen, I ai1!-prepared to go grea.t. lengths wi~h you, ~mt having , 'm CIIARU:S,-;-·Dear friends, why not take ~xample by your chief, 
acquired some httle means of hone t mch1stry, I no not wish to lose ancl carefully avoid these personal matters; did you not notice how 
it-- carefully he kept back from the meeting at Geelong any reference to 

R_, IL\VAYS.-ls it not refreshing to hear our David call ink-sling- the dismissal of the Judges and the Police .Magistrates; we ha.ve all 
ing '' honest industl"y ?" been guilty of illegal acts during our live , but there is no necessity 

SIR CIURLE.q,-Jthink, my friends, we are drifting into dangerous I to publish them. 
discussions, we must not cavil at each other's words-- MINES,-, peak for yourself, I hate these insinuations. I 
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A public trial of the grubbing machine 
manufactured by ~1r. J. \Van s, of Camper­
down, wM made iu ~Mr. Richard Cutbb.irt a 
pad llock, Gnoluk, on aturday. There 
wer e between fifty and sixty gentlemen pre­
&ent, and a good deal of intere::.t was 
taken in the experiments. Mr. Walls 
has manufactured a number of the 
grubb ers, several of whirh are at work in 
the forest country in the vicinity of Port 
Uampbell, and it i · not many ,.,.·eeks since our 
c11rrespond ent at tha.t place wrote ia term3 
of praise of the efficiency of the new grub­
ber, and the great saving of labor it occa­
sioned. 

:Before gi\·ing an account "of the trial 
,.,.hich took 1,lace on Saturday, it may be as 
wdl to describe the apparatus. It will 
scarcely be believe tl when we say that its 
whole weight is ouly 2¼ cwt., arnl it may 
th t refore be carried from place to place in a,1 
ordinary spring ca.1 t, It may be purchased 
for £7 ; and c.rn be worked liy a lllan aud a 
boy. It consists of a numuer of irot1 rods 
ot various lengths, counecte<l uy h ·1oks aull 
links, like ordinary Lulluck rods, two or 
three strong chains, a flat piece uf iron about 
eight foet in length, perforatt::d with a double 
row of l1oles, 2~ incaes a.part, an,l a 
wooden levt!r, ten or twelve feet in length. 

• 'fhus it will be s~n that the "fll'aratu-i is 
simp11c1Gy it ielf. \Vhen a t1 e~ is to be 
pulled down, a chain 1s made fa::,t to it twelve 
or twenty feet from the grouno, accordiug 
to the height of the tree. Another 
chain is fastened rouud the butt of a second 
tree twenty or thirty yards aw.i.y, to which is 
attached ihe flat perforated iron bar referred 
to above. The other eud of the l>ar is con­
nected with the chain on the trce intended 
to be grubbed by the iron rods. W 1ien the 
connection has been established, the slack is 
drawn in. and everything made taut. The 
wooden lever, we forget to mention, is iron­
tipp ed at one end, and has an opening in it 
through which the flat bar i.; slipped. 
A man then takes the other end of the lever 
and work~ it backwards and forwards. .As 
soon as one of the hol es in the iro.1 plate or 
ba.r is uncovered, one of two i rous pegs is 
in ser ted into it, and the lever then works 
agaiu .,t, the fulcrum in the opposite direction 
un til the hole lower down on the other side, 
of the bar is visible, when a peg is placed i:i 
it, and the other peg removed. Ju this way, 
inch by inch, the iron bar is traversed, each 
hole that is gained, of cour e, meaning a 
gain of 2l inches towai d -i briugiqg the tree 
down. An enormous bverage is thus ob­
tained. Something muRt com e, and as iron 
is stronge1· th:m wood o t· earth, that some­
thing is tho tree. Slowly the roots begin to 
era.ck, th e earth to uphea.ve, and inch by 
inch the tree cr@sses the boundary line be­
tween the vertical a.n:i horizontal posHions, 
uutil at length it era hes down. The length 
of cha.in supplied \\ ith each grubber is 100 
feet, so th~t where anchorage can be got at 
-.uytbing like that diiitance there is ample 
t ime to get out of harm 's way. ·where the 

trees are very tall a few extra lengths of 
rods would not be much additional expense. 
,ve observed that when a block of wood could 
be conveniently obtained it was thrown 
down in front of the falling tree close to the 
butt and by thi~ means the roots were thrown 
completely out of the ground by the jerk. It 
is hardly possible to convey an adequate idea. 
of the leverage without the aid of diagrams, 
but the above description is the best we can 
manage. 

Th .. trial on Saturday commence,l at one 
o'c~o. k. A lightwood tree, about eigbt .een 
inol1es in diameter, was first operated upon. 
Tl1e I ack ling was fixed, and the tree uprooted, 
in exactly a quarter of an hour. The next 
tree,a lightwood ne1:1rly two feet in diameter, 
wa.-, grubbed in the short apace of nine 
minutes. A dead gum-tree, about two feet 
through was then pulled down. with the 
grcatc:it ease. A green @um, about two feet 
six inches through, was then tried, but 
the butt of the tree had a rotten seam 
in it, autl when the strain was applied 
thJ I.rte Lruke off several feet from 
the ground. Several other trees were 
pulled down. and t'ie success of the machine 
11s a tree gml>ber estab!iahed beyond a doubt. 
It was evident that a man and a boy could do 
as mu(.h wu, k 111 a d:iy "i h the apparatus as 
two 111e11 e,-oul.l wi h ordinary. grubbing tools 
in a Wl't:k ln o er word . a tree tha~ would 
t11ke 11, m.i.11 a c,,uple of hou-11 bard work to 
gru , can be uµrootcl by the grubbing ma­
chine in tt>n mi11u1es. An attempt wa.s sub­
sequently made to grub a stump, a foot 
through, and about 18 inches high, but 
it "as e•ident that this was asking 
too m 1ch of the apparatus, as sufficient 
lev rag e coulu not be applied to force up a 
stump wlH,Sj height was so insignificant. 
However, as we said before, something must 
cumti when the power is applied, in this in­
stance <'ne of the links of the chain gave way 
under the enormous pressure. The chain wa, 
made of ha f-.n h specially prepared iron. 
Cc111mon sense, ltowever, 1uggest1 that in 
grubbing gr en and stron~ly rooted stumps 
it a. few sp:.1des of earl h were removed. and 
1 he ~ul'face roots cut, the risk of breakage 
woul I b-, reduce i to a minimum. No spade 
o axe w s used on Saturclaf. 

Af er t·arefn1ly witnes8ing the trial we have 
arriT d at t,he follo""ing omclusions res­
pecting the merits of the new grubber :-It 
will 1.proot any tree from eighteen inches to 
two ft!d through at the butt. It oa.n be 
w01ke I by one man aud a boy (the latter 
being required to shift the pegs into the iron 
plattJ.) It can be worked in forest country 
as well as in moderately timbered places. It 
will save a.n enormous amount of labor. Its 
price, £7, places it within the r.:a~h of eve,y 
farmer. lt will grub stumps that are over 
three feet six high, and not more than a foot 
in ctiameter 1 tr others of Iese height and of 
greater thi tkness, provided the principal roots 
be first cut. It is calculated to prove a boon 
to owners of uncleared land, and no doubt it 
will soon become generally used. 
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I AborigLn~s 

'l'he llumbor of abori<jnes on the 31st May, 
18C!J (as deduced from returns and estimates) 
was 1,£34, of whom 100 were wanderers', 
aud tho remainder wore located a.s fol­
lows :-In the Southern di:;trict Comndorrk 
a11d MordiaJloc, 110; in the So~th-Western 
fr~m Gcelong and Colac to Carn~ham, IIa~ 
nnlton, &c., 426; in the North-Western, 
Mount Talbot, Wimmcra, &c., 794; Northern 
district, Echuca, Goulburn, &c., 144; in 
GippsLand, 18G; atWe'lgaratta and Tan(7:..m 
balauga, 74. .., · 

The following particulars resppcting somo 
of the principal aboi;ginal stations will 
suillce to show the general condition of the 
establi hments. At Coranderrk there is an 
aboriginal reserve of 4,850 acre:,, and dnrina 
U1e year ended 31st July, lSuS, the averag~ 
number of blacks on the station , as 74. 
From 1st Au.gust, 180:i, to 31st July, 1868, 
thre mre lG deaths on this station, G births, 
and G marria3es. The deaths were caused 
by inflammation of the lungs brought on by 
excessiYo drinkin~, by consumption, and by 
old a:;.e. Seventy acres of the rcrnrvo are under 
cultivation-15 acres under wheat, a bout 28 
ac1es under oats, and 20 acres in preparation 
for potatoes. One acre is planted with fruit 
trees. 'l'be yi~ld of the potato ground last year 
W{''l about 40 tons, and the value or tlie wheat 
aud oats grown was about £100. 'he stock on 
tbc station consist'> of 18 bullocks, 48 cows, 
38 steer., 32 heifers, 2 bulls, 21 piss, 1 mare 
a11d 3 fillies, belonging to thu Government 
n11d 8 nw.rns, 4 horses, 14 fillies, and 7 colts 
belonsing to the aborigines. 'The value of 
tl!e produce of tlJe station for the yctiT ended 
l\Ioy ::n, 1 Ga, was £-1 0, made up of the 
followin~ items : -Potatoes £200, o:.ts £GO, 
wheat £40, bay and straw £GO, fruit£'"l0, rugs 
and baskets £100. Duri"lg tho year ended 
:,1st July, lGGG, the black<:1 g • .ibbed thirty 
acres of the cstr.te, ere ~d a m · e of good 
three-rail fencin3. :P1d built a slab b::i.rn ancl 
four dwelling-huts. Fifteen huts are regu· 
larly in habited by man:ed couples on the 
station. Nearly all the huts are kept tidy by 
the women, wbo also employ themselves iu 
mnking brcikets for sr.le. Since Au,,ust 1 
18G6, more land has been grnbbed and cleared: 
and additionv 1. huts erected, each with a 
garden attacbed; also sto1.:Kyards, nnd horse 
and pig paddocks. 'l'he number of children at 
Coranderrk is 38-20 male" and 18 females. 
Of these, 22 are blacks and 1G half-castes. Sh 
blacks and 1 half-caste are under five years 
old ; 7 blacks and 4 half-castes are be~ween 
fhe and ten ; 8 blacks and 7 half-castes are 
between ten and fifteen ; and 1 black and 4 
half-castes are between fifteen and seventeen. 
'I'he boys and girls make fair progress in read• 
ing, mi.tin~, and a1:thmetic. Ei~ht of tl.1e 
bc,ys and eight of the pirls are very good 
scholars, and all the others !l.ttending the 
school can now reacl tho second book, and 
some of them can write pretty w •Jl. Seven of 
the oldest boys milk the cows n d do all the 
Wlirk of the garden, and also£. me of the work 
of the farm. 'rho girls above seven ye.1.rs of a~e 
are taught sewing and all kinds of household 
work, and some of them are very good ser­
vant~. "The general condition of tbi., 
station," the board continu,~s to say, "the 
culture which has brought many of the 
bl· ck children aTJ.cl half-castes to a state 
of education not inferior to that observed 
amongst European·s of the . ame age in 
common schools, the Sy.stem of re;:;ula.r in­
dustry introduced and adopted amongst 
tbe adults, and the material re ults, show that 
the labour of the board and the officers have 
been beneficial to a high de3rce. 'l'he re ults, 
indeed, havo far exceede l th1J most san~.iine 
expectati6ns of those among the n:;embers of 
the boa1d who have had the largest 
rillnco of the aborig;nt>1 ch , ter." 
station (Coranderrk), the most 
p rous in Victoria, has ken man:1~ed 
e.xclusively by the board anu it'! oflict!rs, 
a1,d does not owe any part of its suc­
cess to extraneous a istance. At Lake 
Condah station there are 1,22.5 sheep, be­
sides horses and cattle, and twenty- ix 
buildin~s, of which fifteen arc dwellin°­

ouse... Here, too, the black ar in a. f.OOd 
moral and physical condition, aucl tho chil­
dren are being well educate . The Lake 
Tycrs blacks a.re reputed to tal·e intoxicating 

~"2>~--- /'~ 
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Jur..!i:. when-ever they have a chance ; in 
other respects they are well doing. The 
Lake Condah tribe will al,o drink to excess 
whenever they can get an opportunity. From 
the other stations a. similar state of affairs is 
reported. In concluding its report, the boa.rd 
remarks:-

" ·we may point with some gratification 
to the picture presented at tho prtjsent time. 
when contrasted with tha.t which, prior to 
tbe appointment of the board, was a. sco.ndo.l , 
nnd a dL ':'.race to the colony. Formerly, 
wnrs iniel' se, secret murders, the comph~tJ 
abandonment of every restraint, and the 
o n indulp,:ence by the aborigines in in­
to:xicnting liquors, and the crimes con-
equ . nt tbereon, were the constn.nt themes 

of v.'Titers for tho press. Now a war 
int ,. , i. never heard of ; tribes for­
n erly ho. tile to each other are livin~ a.mica-

ly on the stations; their children a semble 
every moruin!!: in the rnme school-house for 
im.truction ; the adults labour side by side in 
ti e same field ; the traffic in intoxic ting 
1iquor ·, if not wholly stopped, has been 

Ta 1/2.r., Edd or ![ llu>-lier~ I cl 

Rrn,-Strolling lately in tho Westoru Park, I 
bsorveri beh:nd the mtl11cum a m chine wh'ch at 

fil'llt llig-ht I tu to ho an engine erected for the 
purpo~e of p unpin" \V:'l.teT for irrigation, but on 

ic min ,ti•)ll l caine to the cone! ion th t It ' 
me relio of ancient time . l at once :w11lk l 

round it in search of a de cription of its origiu, and 
why it came w occup • uch c nspicu lllS p itiou, 
but nothing could I find to s3.t.i fy my curinsity. 
'l'bere were al n :;ome lu111p of what seomed tl be 
c,iAl, a.n<l I ble.::k of vetrified OJ, onr.,·. lf 1,ll the5e 

rticlos are worthy ~•f pr,sen•a.ti m, surely 
tra.Q"'Or , and I preauma uin - nth of tue people 

of Gl ~ow who Yi it the tuu "'tun, have reMon to 
inquirt, why t eir cur11 itr i not grntifi db,· :\ 
liimple de. cripticn rr.ttached tu ch art,iclo.-1 r.m, 
&c., 149 ~ J. D. 
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I Abort_"gtn~s 

'l'hc mn 1 bcr of abori~ncs on the ~1st lay, 
18CV (as deduced from returns and e Limates), 
was 1,1::JJ, of whom 100 were wanderers, 
a11cl tho remainder wore located as fol­
lows :-In tho &outhern district, Coranderrk 
aHd l\fordia 1loc, 110 ; in the South-Western 
from Gcelong and Colac to Carn,~ham, Ha~ 
milton, &c., 426 ; in the North-Wes rn, 
Mount Talbot, Wimmera, &c., 79-1; Northern 
district, Echuca, Gonlburn, &c., 144; in 
Gipps Land, 186; at Wa11garatta and Tang.:.m_ 
balauga, 74. 

'fhe following particulars respecting some 
of the principal aboi;ginal stations will 
suffice to show the general conditton of the 
establisbmentg, At Coranderrk there is an 
aboriginal reserve of 4,850 acre ··, and dnrin~ 
the year ended 31st July, 186 , the average 
number of blacks on the station , as 74. 
From 1st August, 186:3, to 31st July, 1868, 
th em wue 16 deaths on this station G births 
and (i marria3es. The deaths wc~e caused 
by inflammation of the Junes brought on by 
exeessiYe drink.in~, by consumption, and by 
old a;;,e. Seventy acres o~ the rernrvc are under 
cultirntion-lG acres under wheat, a bout 28 
ac1es under on.ts, and 20 acres in preparation 
for potatoes. One acre is plan red with frui 
trees. 'l'he yi Id of the potato ground last year 
WV'I about 40 tons, and the value ot tlie wheat 
aud oats grown was about £100. 1he stock on 
tbc station consist'! of 18 bu11ocks, 48 cows, 
38 steer", 32 heifers, 2 bulls, 21: pi~s, 1 mare 
aud 3 fillies, belon[!in~ to tho Government 
aud 8 rnarns, 4 horses, 14 fillies, and 7 colts 
belon~ing to the aborigines. Tho value oE 
tl:e produce of: tl::ie station for the ym11.-ended 
l\Iny 31, ;I. 68, was £480, made up of the 
followin~ items: -Potat~es £~0, o;::.ts £60, 
wheat £40, hay and straw £60, fruit £·!0, rugs 
and baskets £100. Dur;'lg the year ended 
~1st July, lt;GG, tbc black'! g, .. 1bbed thirty 
acres of the estn.t , e • d. a mi~ of good 
tbree-ruil fenci.n3_ v'l.d built a slab barn and 
four dwelling-huts. Fifteen huts are regu­
larly inhabited by man:ed couples on the 
station. Nearly all the huts are kept tidy by 
tho women, who also employ themselves in 
making brcikets for sr.le. Since Au«Yust 1 
18G6, more land has been gmbbed and cleared: 
and additi.onvl. huts erected, each with a 
garden atfacbcd; also sto1,;Kyard , nud horse 
and pig paddocks. The number of children at 
Coranderrk is ;3 -20 mal~s nnd 18 females. 
Of these, 22 arc blacks and 1G hnlf-castes. Si..:r 
blacks and 1 halt-caste are under five years 
old ; 7 blacks and 4 half-ca tes arc be~ween 
five and ten; 8 blacks and 7 half-castes are 
between ten and :fif tcen ; o.nd 1 black and 4 
half-castes are between fifteen a d seventeen. 
'l'he boys and girls mako fair progress in read­
ing, writing, and a1:thmetic. Ei1ht of the 
bc,ys and eight of the ~irls a.ro very good 
scholars, and all the others !l.t ending the 
school can now read the secoml book, and 
some of them can write pretty w •Jl. Seven of 
tbe oldest boys milk the cows and do all the 
work of the garden, and a1c:o f. me of the work 
of the farm. The girls above ·e,·en yc,.rs of a~e 
are tau~ht sewing and all kinds of hou~ehold 
work, and some of them arc very good ser­
vantf. "The general condition of thi9 
station," the boanl continu•1s to s:i.y, "the 
culture which has brought many of the 
black chilc.lren a•1d half-castes to a state 
of education not inferior t thn.t observed 
amongst Europeans of the same age in 
c mmon schools, the system Qf regular in­
dustry introduced and adopted amongst 
the adults, and the mat erial re ults. show that 
tho labour of the board and the officers have 
been beneficial to a high tle.:;roc. 'l he results, 
indeed, have far excce<letl the most snn uine 
expectati<1ns of those among tho Uiem bers of 
the boa1d who have ha<l the largest expe-
1ience of the abori"'~ne1 ch r ter." This 
stntion (Coranderrk), the most pros­
pc-rous in Victoria, has b~en maun.ccd 
exclusively by the board an it~ oflicer , 
a1 d does not owe a 1y pa t of its suc­
cess to extraneous as i tance. At L3. ·e 
Condoh station there are 1,~5 sheep, be­
sides horses and cattle, nnd twenty• ·ix 
buildin~s, of which fifteen a.re dwelling­
bouscs. Here, too, the bl ck ar, in ood 
moral and physical condition, 1:md the c 1il­
drcn me being wen educa . The L:.1.ke 
Tyers black:; are reputed to take intoxic ting 
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d1 r.k . wheucver they have a. chance; in 
other respects they are well doing. The 
Lnkc Condah tribe will alc;o drink to excess 
whenever they can get an opportunity. From 
the othC'r stations a. similar state of affairs is 
reported. In concluding its report, the board 

remarks:- I '' ,v e may point with some gratiflcation 
to tLc pictur' presented at the present time. 
when contra ' ted ,dth that which, prior to 
the appointment of the board, was a. scandal 
and a di. ~race to the colony. Formerly, 
wars inlel' se, secret murders, the complt>t3 
abandonment of every restraint, and the 
o]X'n indulr.ence by the aborigines in in­
toxicati11~ liquors, and tho crimes con­
sequent thereon, were the constant themes 
of writer for the press. Now a war 
into- , is never heard of ; tribes for­
merly ho~tilc to each other are livin1 amica• 
bly on the station ; tlieir children a,,,semble 
ov ry mornin~ in the tan~e school-house for 
in::trnction ; the adults labour sidtj by side m 
tho same field ; the traffic in intoxic ting 
1iquors, if not wholly stopped, has been 

SRU . I 
Sm,-Strolliug lately io tho ,vest ru Park, I 

ob oTVed h:n<l the mmicu ine which at 
fl ',p to to be an ec ed for the 

1mpin" water tion, but on 
1 l catn to the th, t it wn 
of ancient time once :walk 
eareh of A de cription of its nrigio, and 
~ occupy snch picuoui! pt itiou, 

conld I fiud t fy my curin"ity. 
l\lsn ome lump at eeo1 ed to be 
block of ·etrifie nrr , If all thorn 
e worthy vf rvati ,n, surely 
ud I pr um e nin - enth!! of the _µeople 
who ·i ·it the ruu "nm, h ve r ~ on to 
, their curio 1t • i. not grntifi by /\ 

e de cripticn o.ttach d tu nc 1 rticl11.-I am, 
&c., 14 9 ~ J, }), 



Tliat on tlie eeurrecti n he's wraog, 
" Wherefore, 11 says he, '' lie in your graves 

sae lang? 
The epeerit is the man, and it ascends 
The very instant that your breathin' ends • 
The body's buried, and will rise nae mair ' 
Though a' the horns in Heaven should ;out 

and rair," 
Sometimee he'll glint at Robbie Burne's deil 
As if he were a decent kind o' ohiel ; ' 
But to the doonricht Satan o' the Word 
Wae's me I he disna p~y the least rega;d, 
An' Hell he treats sae brief and counts sae 

sma' 
That it a~ounts to nae sio place ava. 
0 dear, to think our prayers an' holy chaunts 
And a.' the self-denyin's of us saunts ' 
Are not to be repaid by the delight ' 
Of hearing from that region black as night 
The yelllng, gnashing, and despairing ory 
Of wretches that in fire an' brimatane lie l 
'Tw1ll never do, guidwife, this daft divine 
Shall ne'er lay hands on bairn o' yours and 

mine. 
Y e're richt, guldman : rather than hands 

like his 
Bapteese the bairn, we'll keep it as it is­
For aye an outlin' wi' its kith and km­
A Hottentot, a heathen steeped in sin-

Sm did ye say, guidwife f ay there again 
Our minister's the erriogeet o' m~n,­
Orlginal sin be almost laughs to scorn 
An' says the purest thing's babe ne~ born, 
Quite free from guile, corruption, guilt, 

and all 
The curses of a veesionary fall-
y es, " veesion ary " wae bis very word I 
Bapteeee our bairn I it'd morally absurd I 

Then, Andra, we'll just lat the baptism be, 
And pr~y to Heaven the bairn may never dee, 
If Providence, for ends known to itsel', 
Has ower us pltt.ced thie darken'd infidel, 
L t'a trust that Providence will keep us 

rioht, 
And ai~Uns turn our present dark to llcht, 

Meggie, my woman, ye're baith ricbt and 
. wrang 

Trn&t Providence, but dinna sit ower lang 
I~ idle hope that Providence will bring 
L1cht to yonr feet, or ony ither thing, 
The Lord helps them that strive ae weel as 

trust, 
While idle_ faith gets n ething but a crust. 

o y h1s he th n m n-the only truth 
We:ve ever got en frae hi gr celea mooth. 
Lat u e the me n , and Heaven will bless 

the end, 
And, Me 113, this is what I now in end­
Th , you and I, tbe morn's morn go forth 
Be ring the b irn aloo un o the north, ' 
Like f ored one f old, until we fin 
~ m n _of nprio_ht life, nd godly mind, 
,.~nod 10 ,b1:1 faith, m tured in all hie powers, 

] 1t to bapt e a weol-boru b irn 1ke our • 
Noo then, the parritoh-flesh maun e'en be 

fed-
An1 I'll le oot a obapt r-eyne to bed. 

ll1 , 

mine; 
e d divine: 

ne again : 
ly ken 

, ad say 
gray: 

enoe, 
od eenee, 
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10g thern 
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arks nlone, 
cleaves ti.le 
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A fishin' mimst ... er......_l _ A_n_d-- s-,o-•~di;:;sc:::r:-:-ee:-itr-·-~~-=c.,.-.....- :a,..-n«•a mpnmlenH o A -auld-fashioned 
In all his ministrations I But he's young- thiuge, l 
May be this shred of wickedness has cluog I rackon-for the din gin' doon o' toons , I 
This lang a boot him, a.a a warnin' sign An' spears, an' swords, an' clubs for or~ckin' 
That ~e should never touch your bairn and croons ;-

m10e. But as for guns and shot, puir bares to kill 
We'll just baud north to Forgan ma.nee, an' There's nae authority, look whar ye will. ' 

get Losb,seetbesun's gaen red, an' looksa. kance I 
Auld Doctor Maule-in every way most fit- The gloamin' f 'a ; but here's .K.ilmeny manae. 
To consecrate the wean. Re's a divine Hark, Andra, is that music that we bear 
Ot auld experience, and stood high langsyne Loud ran' louder, as we're drawing near,' 
Ere we were born: in doctrine olear and Its naethlng else I I'se wad my braw new 

sound, goon 
He'll no be at the fishln' I'll be bound, The minister's frae bame, an' somo wild loon 
Wae's me, to think the pious Master Whyte Comes_ ~ddli~' to the lasses. 0, the jade I 
In catohin' trootsshould tak the lea.at delight 1 Tbe mmister s awa-they've in their lads 

But, Andra man, just hover for a blink, A_n' l~r,ned
1
tbe very manse ioto a barn, ' 

He mayna be sae wicked as we thlnk, F1ddhn an dancln-dr1nkin' too I'ae warran' I 
What do the Scriptures say 7 There we are Tod, !deggie, but ye're rlcht; I fear ye're 

told r1cht, 
Andrew and Peter, James and John of old, An' here's grey gloamin' sinkin' into nicht 
And o,hers mentioned in the lioly Word, While we're as near our •errant'e end as when 
Were fishermen, the chosen of the Lord. Tbi~ m~rnin' wi' the sun rise we began. 

I'm weel aware o' that, but ye forget W~ 11 e en gang roond upon the kitchen door, 
That when the Apostles fished 'twas wi' the An catch tbe ill-bred herp1es t th ir plore I 

net, Hush I saftly ; od, I dinna hear their ft:et 
They did not flee about like Rieland kerns, An' yet the fiddle lilta fu' deft an' sweet. ' 
W1' hair lines, an' lang wands whupping the H's no the little squeakin fiudle, though; 

burns : But ane that bums douff in ite wame nd low, 
No, no; they fished i' the lake of Gallilee. They hear us speak1n'-here's the laabie 
A Bible loch, almost as big's the sea, comin'-
They had their cobles, too, wi' sails and oars, The minister's frae hame, 1 hear my woman. 
And plied their usefu' trade beyond the The minister fr e bame I Le's n e sic tbtog ; 

shores, He's hen' tbe boose, pl yin' hims ' a spring. 
Besides, though first their trade was catohin' The minister a fiddler I srnfu' tob me 

fish, I'd sooner far that he bad been fr hame. 
An honest oraft as ony ane could wish, Though be ahoulc live as la.ng's Meth us lem, 
I hey gave it up when called Ul,JOD, and then, 1'11 never bring ani~her b 1m to b1m; 
Though they were fishers, still it wa.a o' men. or will be get. t.be ane we've brocht; na, na ; 
But this young Maister Whyte liretgat a, call Come, Meggie, tak' the the bairn an' come 
To fish for men, and-oh I bow aad hio fall I awe.' ; 
The learned, pious, yet unworthy 1,koot I wadna lat him look upon it face, 
Neglects hi1:1 sacred trust to ci.tch a troot I Young woman, you're in danger; leave this 
Noo here comes Forgan manse amang the pl ce 

trees, Hear boo the sinner rasps the roainy etringa, 
A oozie spot, weel skoogit fra the breeze, And nocht but reela and 1ther wardly springs I 
We'Hjust walk ane by ane up to the door, Let'a ehak' the dust aince mair frae ff oor 
An' knook an' do the same's we did before, ehune, 
The doctor's been a bachelor a' hie life ; And leave the pagan to his wicked tune. 
Ye'd almost tak.' the servant for bis wife, But Andr , J t'a cooe1der ; 1t ' o J te, 
She's such command ower a' that's eald and We cann noo g ng ony 1ther ,ate. 

dune- And e'r here we l better ju t baud 
Hush I thia man be the che~pin' o' her back 

shune I- An' got the bairn bapt e ed. What do It 
How do ye do, mem? there's a bonny day, mak, 
And like to keep aae. We've come a' the Altho' he scrapes a fiddl now· nd then? 

way ing D wv1t wa.a preforre above I men, 
Frae Edenslde to get this bairn bapteesed And yet 'twas known be pl yed upon the harp; 
By Doctor Maule, 1f you ad he be pleased. And strmged 10strnment, ba1tb flat and 11barp, 

We've no objectionu; but ttle docto,'sgono Are ment.10n d m ny a timo in Holy Writ. 
A shoot10' ; since the sbootm' time cam' on I d1nn thmk it ai mfee b1t-
Ae meemt frae the gun he's hardly been. The more especially ince, s we bear, 

The Lord protect• us I Was the like e'er lt' no the ht.tie thing e acr ech an' ekeer 
eeen ? Th drucken fidd er play m barn11 u' booth , 

A ebootin' minister I ThiDk shame auld But the big gauoy fiddl , th t e e sooth 
wire I The pe r1t into holioe nd o Im 



The number of al 
18CO (as deduced fr 
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th ere Wl re 1G deatl 
and G marria 3es. 
by inflammation o 
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cultivation-15 ac1 
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and 8 mares, 4 horses, 14 fillies, and 7 colts 
belonging to the aborigines. 'The value oE 
tbe produce of tbe station for the yoH endeil 
May 31, 1863, was £480, made up of the 
foUowin<3 items: -Potatoes £200, o.:ts £60, 
wheat £40, bay and straw £60, fruit £'"l0, rugs 
and baskets £100. Duril'lg the year ended 
0bt July, U:GG, the black~ g • .ibbed thirty 
acres of the e tG.t , re · cl a m • of good 
three-mil fencin~ o"'ld built a slab blm and 
four dwelling-huts. Fifteen bu s arc regu· 
lnrly inhabited by man:ed couples on the 
station. Nearly all the huts are kept tidy by 
the women, who also employ themselves iu 
making b:>'lkets for s~le. ince Aucrust 1 
18C6, more land has been grubbed and cl~ared: 
and additionv 1. huts erected, each with a 
garden attucbed; also sto1.:Kyanls, nnd borse 
and pig paddocks. The unmberof children at 
Corandenk is 3 -20 males and 1 females. 
Of these, 22 arc bla.cks and 1G half-castes. SLr 
blacks and 1 baH-caste are under five years 
old ; 7 blacl-s anu. 4 half-castes arc bc~ween 
fh'e and ten; 8 blacks and 7 half-castes are 
between ten and fifteen ; and 1 black and 4 
half-castes are between fifteen and seventeen. 
'I"he boys and girls make fair progress in read­
ing, writing, and a1:thmetic. Ei~ht of the 
bc,ys and eight of the ~irls a.ro very good 
scholars, and all the others !l.ttending the 
school can now read the second book, and 
some of them can write pretty w )1. Se,,en of 
tl10 oldest boys milk the cow,:; a 1d do all the 
work of the garden, and al".o tome of the work 
of the farm. The girls above sove yc • .-rs of age 
are taught sewing and all kinds of household 
work, and some of them are very good ser­
vantf. "The general condition of thi~ 
station," the board continu •.:s to say, "the 
culture which has brought many of the 
black children tJt1d hali-castes to a state 
of education not inferior to that observed 
amongst Europeans of the same age in 
common schools, the sy:1tcm of regular in­
dustry introduced and adopted amongst 
tbe adults, and the mat erial re ults, show that 
the labour of the board and the officers have 
been beneficial to a high d :;ree. 'l'he results 
indeed, have far exceeded tho most san~.iin~ 
expectatidns of those among the tr.embers of 
the board who have had the la1· est expe­
rience of the abori · nti 1 ch r oter." This 
station (Coranderrk), the nost pro . • 
perous in Victoria, has b~en mana.~ ,d 
exclusively by the board and it oflicllr' , 
a1id does not owe any pa~t of its suc­
cess to extraneous a si tance. At L ke 
Conduh station there are 1,:.25 sheep, be­
.·ides horses and cattle, and twenty- six 
buildin~s, of which fifteen are dwelling­
bous s. Here, too, the black ar in good 
moral and physical condition, n11d the chil­
dren are being well ccluca.t . The Lake 
Tyers bln.cks are reputed to take into ·icatin,,,, 

Jru-.k . whenever they have a chance; in 
oth -r respects they are well doing. 'l'he 
Lake Condah tribe will a.1°0 drink to excess 
whenever they can get an opportunity. From 
the otht •r stations a .similar state of affairs is 
reported. In concluding its report, the board 
remarks:-

" 'We may point with some gratification 
to the picture pre ented at thu present time. 
when contra ted with that which, prior to 
the appointment of the board, was a scandal 
and a di.:,:race to the colony. Formerly, 
wars inter se, secret murders, the completJ 
abandonment of every restraint, and the 
01 n indul[!ence by the aborigines in in­
toxicatin'.', liquors, and the crimes con­
sequent thereon, wern the constant themes 
of writer· for th' pre,s. Now a war 
into- e. is 11evcr heard of ; tribes for­
merly 110;:tile to each other arc li,·in~ amica­
bly on the stations ; their children a. semblc 
cv ry mornin~ in the ,a.me school-house for 
ii <-trnction ; the adults labour sitle by sid0 in 
ti e s::une field ; the traftic in intoxic ting 
1i uors, if not wholJy stopped, has been 

r. I 
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THE BAPTEESEMENT O' THE BAIRN. 

Od'. A.odra, man I I doot ye may be wrang 
To keep the bairn's bapteeeement aff sae 

Jang; 
Sopposin' the fivver, or some qoiok mischance, 
Or even the klnkhoat, whup it aff at once 
To fire an' brimatane, in the black domains 
Of unbelievers aud unohristen'd weans-
I'm sore ye never could forgie ytirael', 
Or cock your bead in heaven, wi' it in-­

Weeaht, Maggie, weeaht l name not the 
wicked place, 

I ken I'm wrang, but Heaven will grant us 
grace. 

I havena been unmindfu' o' the bairn 
Na, thooht on't till my bowels began t~ yearn. 
But, woman, to my sorrow I have found 
Our minister is anything but sound • 
I'd sooner break the half o' the oo~mands 
Than trust a bairn's bapteeaement in his 

hands. 
I wadna say our minister's depraved • 
In fac', in all reapeots he's weal beha:ed • 
He veeaite the hail pariah, rich an' puir •' 
A worthier man, in worldly ways, I'm ~hure 
We cudna hae; bot ooh, wae'a me, wae's me 
In doctrine points his head is all agley, ' 
Wi' him there's no Elect-all are the aame • 
An honest heart, an' conduct free frae blame' 
He thinks mair likely, in the hour o' death,' 
To comfort ane than loads o' Bible faith • 
And e'en the Atonement, woman ' he 

liohtlies so, ' 
It's dootfol whether he believ'et or no · 
Redemption, too, he almosts sets aside: 
He leavesushopeless, wandering far an' wide, 
And whether saved or damn'd we 01mna tell, 
For every man must e'en redeem himsel' ! 
!hat on the ~~surrection, ~e's. wrang, 

Wherefore, says he, • he 10 your graves I 
sae lang? 

The speerit is the man, and it ascends 
The very instant that your breathin' ends • 
The body's buried, and will rise nae mair ' 
Thollgh a' the horns in Heaven should :out 

and rair." 
Sometimes he'll glint at Robbie Burne's deil 
Aa if he were a decent kind o' chiel • ' 
But to the doonricht Satan o' the W ~rd 
W a

1
e's me 1 he diana p~y the least rega;d, 

An Hell he treats sae brief and counts eae 
ema' 

That it a:iiounts to nae sic place ava. 
0 dear, to thiok our prayers an' holy chaunts 
And a' the self,denyin's of ue aaunta ' 
Are not to be repaid by the delight ' 
Of hearing from t~at region black ae night 
The yelling, gnashing, and despairing cry 
Of wretches that in fire an' brimatane lie f 
'Twill never do, guidwife, this daft divine 
Shall ne'er lay hands on bairn o' yours and 

mine. 
Y e're richt, gutdman : rather than hands 

like his 
Bapteese the bairn, we'll keep it as it is­
For aye an outlin' wi' its kith and km­
A Hottentot, a heathen steeped in sin-

Sm did ye say, guidwife t ay there again 
Our minister's the erringeet o' m~n -
Original sin he almost laughs to adorn 
An' says the purest thing's a babe ne~ born, 
Quite free from guile, corruption, guilt, 

and all 
The curses of a veeeionary fall-
Y es, " veesionary" was hie very word 1 
Bapteese our bairn I Wt1 morally absurd I 

Theo, Andra, we'll just lat the baptism be. 
And pr~y to Heaven the bairn may never dee, 
If Providence, for ends known to iteel', 
Hae ower us placed this darken'd jnfidel 
L t'a trust tihat Providenoe will keep us 

rioht, 
And i~llne turn our present dark to lloht. 

Meggie, my woman, ye're baith rioht and 
. wrang 

Trost Providence, but dinna sit ower lang 
I~ idle hope that Providence will bring 
Licht to your feet, or ony ither thing 
The Lord helps them that strive as 'weel as 

trust, 
While idle. faith gets naething but a crust. 

o s y his be then man-the only truth 
iV e;ve ever got en frae his gr celea mooth. 

L t Iii u e the means, and Heaven will bless 
the end, 

And, Me 1~, this is what I now inteod­
Tha, you and I, the morn's morn go forth 
Bearing the bairn along unto the north, ' 
Like f vored ones 1.. f old, until we tiod 
A man _of uvr1o_h~ life, and godly mmd, 
Sound 1n \he fa1th, m tured in all hie powers 
i:it to b pt e a eel•boro b iro ike ours. ' 
Noo then, t parritch-fieeh maun e'en be 

fod-
An ' I'll le oot a cbapter-syne to bed. 

Eh, but the mornio g 'a gr nd J th mottled 
grey 

Is cert in_proml e o' I mon d y, 
B~t M gg1e, 1 _as, you ' te getti 't ir'-'d I doot; 
Gt~ me tbe b 1m, we'll 1a.k it t1m r.bout. 

l m no th t tired, au' yet hero d look 
D 

But, Andra, man, whar do ye mean to gang ! 
No very far ; just north the road 11, wee 

To Leucbar's manse ; Pee warrant there 
we'll see 

A very sauot-the Reverend Maiater 
Whyte-

Most worthy to perform the sacred rite : 
A man of holy zeal, sound as a bell 
In all things perfect as the Word it~el' • 
Strict in his goings out and comings lo; 
A man that knoweth not the taste of sin­
Exoep: original, Yon'athemanse, W1' him 
There a nae new readin's 0 1 the text nae whim 
That veetiates the essentials o' our 'creed 
But scriptural in thought, in word,' and 

deed-
N oo let's walk up demurely to the door 
And gie a gentle knock-one knock no ,'nore 
Or else they'H think we're geotl;s. Som~ 

ane'e here-
Stand back a little, Meggie, and I'll spier 
If Maister 'Whyte--Braw day, my lass ! 

we came 
To see If Mr. Whyte-

He's no at hame 
But he'll be back sometime the nicht belyve • 
He startit aff, I raoken, a.boot five ' ' 
Thls mornin', io the fishin'-

Save us a'! 
We're ower lang here-come Meggie, come 

awa', 
Let's shake the very duet frae aff our feet · 
A fishin' minister ! And so discreet ' 
In all his ministrations I But he's young­
Ma7 be this shred of wickedness bas clung 
Thia lang a boot him, as a warnin' sign 
That he should never touch your bairn and 

mine, 
We'll just baud north to Forgan manse, an' 

get 
Auld Doctor Maule-in every way most fit­
'£0 consecrate the wean. Re's a divine 
Of auld experience. 1md stood high langsyne 
Ere we were born : in doctrine clear and 

sound, 
He'll no be at the fl.shin' I'll be bound, 
Wae'e ~e, to think the pious Master Whyte 
In oatch1n' trootsehould tak the least delight J 

But, Andra man, just hover for a blink, 
He mayna be eae wicked as we think. 
What do the Scriptures say 7 There we are 

told 
Andrew and Peter, James and John of old 
And others mentioned in the lioly Word, ' 
Were fishermen, the chosen of ,he Lord. 

I'm wee1 aware o' that, but ye forget 
That when the Apostles fished 'twas wi' the 

net, . 
They did not flee about like Rieland kerne 
Wi' hair lines, an' lang wands whopping th~ 

burns: 
No, no; they fished i' the lake of Gallilee. 
A Bible loch, almost as big'a the sea, 
They had their coblea, too, wi' sails and oars, 
And plied their usefu' trade beyond the 

shores. 
Besides, though first their trade was catchiu' 

fish, 
An honest craft as ony ane could wish, 
l hey gave it up when called upon, and then, 
'fhough they were fishers, still it wa.11 o' mtln. 
But this young Maiater Whyte tirstgl\t a call 
To fish for men, and-oh! how sad hie fall I 
The learned, pious, yet unworthy skoot 
Neglects bis sacred trust to catch a troot 1 
Noo here comes Forgan manse amaog the 

,rees, 
A oozie spot, weel ekoogit fra the breeze. 
We'll just walk ane by &.ne up to the door 
An' kuook an' do the same's we did before: 
The doctor's been a bachelor a' hie life ; 
Ye'd almost tak' the servant for his wife, 
She's such command owtir a' that'• said and 

dune-
Hush I this man be the ohedpin' o' her 

ahune I-
How do ye do, mem? there's a bonny day, 
And like to keep sae. We've come a' the 

way 
Frae Edenelde to get this bairn bapteeeed 
.By Doctor Maule, if you and he be pleased. 

We've no objections; but tbt1 doctor's gone 
A shootin' ; since thti shoolin' time cam' on 
Ae meenit frae the gun he's hardly been, 

The Lord protects us ! Was the like e'er 
seen? 

A ehootin' minister! Tblok shame auld 
wife 1 

i Were be th e only mima~er in Fifo 
He'd never lay a h nd on b iru o' mine • 
lrreverend, poachm', poother, au' -lead d1 ; ioe : 
Let,'e shake the duet fra ail our sbune agai u • 
Come, Meggie; come awa; I hardly ken · 
\Vhilk o' the twa's the warst ; bu t I wad say 
The shoo in' minister - he's auld nd gray : 
Gray in th e service o' the kirk, an hence 
\V1' age and service should h e gathered ee~se 
Tow, lai.'e consider as we st p l ng. ' 

Doon to the waterside we ne dna og . 
I'm tauld the miniljters pre oh n eth ing'there 
But c uld morality-new-fangled w re 
That drape all faith and truete to vv rka alone 
That gangs skin deep, but never cleaves th~ 

bone. 
We'll just baud ower, for tro~b iL's wea.rin' 

1 te, 
By Piokletillim, and then wast the gate 
So auld Kilmeny, it slants hafilio bame 
Whilk, for the sake 0

1 this toom, gru~blin' 
wame, 

I wish we're nearer. Heoh I to save my saul 
I never can get ower auld Doctor Maule l 

1 

It plainly oowes all things aneath the sun l 
Whaur, Meggie, wbaur's your Scripture for 

the gun? 
Od, Andra, Al we've come along the road 

I've just been kirnin 7 through the Wird o; 
God,-

Baith auld and new, aa far as I oau mind 
But not the least iota can I find 
Tnat mak's the Doctor waur than Malster 

Whyto, 
A.nd on his ain auld head brings ' the 'wyte. 

It does. The word gives not the merest 
hint 

~, guns' and ~oother'a never mentioned in' ~. 
They ha.d their bows and arrows, and tht1ir 

slings, 
And implements 0 1 war-auld,fashioned 

thlugs, l 
I raokon-for the dingin' doon o' toons • 
An' spears, an' swords, an' oluba for cr~okin' 

croons;-
But as for guns and shot, puir bares to kill 
There's nae authority, look whar yo will ' 
Loeh,seetheaun'a gaen red, an' lookea. ka~ce l 
The gloamin' fa's ; but here's Kilmeny manse. 

Hark, Andra, is that music that we hear 
Louder an' louder, as we're drawing near !

1 

Its naethmg else I l'se wad my bro.w new 
goon 

The minister's frae bame, an' some wild loon 
Comes_ ~ddlf to the lasses. 0, the jade I 
Tbe mm1ster s awa-they've in their lads 
~n' t?r,ned

1
the very manse into a barn. ' 

F1ddho an danoln-driokin'too I'eewarran' I 
Tod, Meggie, but ye're richt; I fear ye're 

r1cht, 
An' here's grey gloamin' sinkin' into nicht 
While we're aa near our errant'a end ai, when 
This mornin' wi' the sunrise we bega.Q 
We'll e'on gang roond upon the kitche~ aoor 
An' catch the ill-bred herp1ea at their aplore 

1

1 
Hush J eaftly ; od, I dinna hear their foet 
An' yet the fiddle lilts fu' deft an' sweet, ' 
It's no the little equeakin' fiddle, though ; 
But ane that bums douff m its wame nd low, 
They bear us apeakin'-here's the lasi,ie 

comin'-
Tbe minister's fcae hame, I hear my woman. 

The minister frae bame ! he's nae eic thiug ; 
He's hen' the booee, playiu' bimael' a spring. 

Tbe minister a firldier I einfu' t-hame 
I'd sooner far that; he had been fra hame. 
Though he should live aa Jaog'e Methua lem 
I'll never bring anither b 1rn to him ; ' 
Nor will he geL Lhe ane we've brocht; na , na; 
Come, Meggie, tak' the the bairn an' come 

I 
awe.'· 

I wadna l~t him look upon its fac'3, 
Young woman, you're in danger; leave this 

I 
Heai~•:: the sinner rasps the roeiny strings, 
And nocht but reels and 1ther wardly spr ings I 

1 Let'B hak' the dust ainoe mair frae aff oor I 
shune, 

And leave the pagan to his wicked tune. 
But And ra, J t's consider ; it 'a s o l te , 

We oann noo gang ony ith er gate. 
And fire here 'Ji b tter j \ baud 

b C 

An! got the ba ' rn baptee ed. Wb t does It 
mek, 

A ltho' he crapes fiddle now and then? 
King D wv1t wa prefarrt' above all men, 

, And yet 'tw a ~nown be played upon the h&rp; 
And stringed mebument, ba1tb tlat nd sharp, 
Are ment.toncd m ny a time in Holy Writ. 
I dmn think it ign1fees a bit-
The more especially since, ae we hear, 
lt' no th e little thing sae screech an• skecr 
T b druck enfidd rs pl y 10 barns n' ooth , 
But the bag gauoy fiddl , that eae sooth 
The Rpeerit, 10to bolin s nd c Im 



Th t ev owe kirks h e tbocht 1t m nda the 

hem n, 0 oman ! '1eggie I 

o a -oom y 1 
For he, the Evil One, bas aye a eiobt 
0' arguments to turo wrang into richt 
He's crammed wi' pleasant reasons that a~ ail 
Weak woman first, an' maietly aye pre 11il ; 
Then she, of oooree maun try her wiles on 

man, 
As Eve on Adam did, Thus sin began, 
And goes on, I fear, unto this day, 
lo spite of a' the kirks can do or say, 
And what can we eipect but sin and woe, 
When manses are the hotbeds where they 

grow? 
I grieve for pair Kilmeny, and I grieve 
For Leuchars and for, }!"'organ-yea believe 
For Soddom and Gomorrah there will be 
A better chance than ony o' the three, 
Especially K1lmeny. I maintain 
For a' your reasons, sacred and profane, 
The minister that plays the fiddle's aur 
Than ony o' the ither twa, by far. 
And yet 1 weak woman, you would e'en return 
And get .this tiddler to bapteese oor bairn ! 
Na, na ; we'll tak' the bairn to whence it 

came, 
And get oor ain brave minister at hame. 
Altho' he may be wrang on mony a pornt, 
And hie ealvat;on scheme sair oot o' joint, 
He lays it doon without the slightest fear, 
And wins the heart b cause he's so sincere, 
Ao' he's a man that doesoa need to care 
Wha looks into hie life, there'snaethiog tbore, 
N e io, nae slip o' either hand or toogu ~ 
Tha t ano can tak' an s y, "Thou est 

wrong." 
Hie theologio veeeion may be skew'd ; 
But, though-the broken 01storn he wa1:1 h 0 'd 
May lat ttie water through it like a ridd le. 
He neither fishes, shoots, nor plays the fiddle, 
-Frorn The Alloa Circular, 

I 
Mr. E. II. Moscrop, in a letter published 

in the Morning Po.st of August 23, ques­
tions the acc~~acy ~f th_e account given by 
Sir Samuel \\ 1lson m his book, Salmon at 
th?. Antipodes, respecting the first introduc-
tion of English salmon into Australian waters. 
He denies that the first successful attempt to 
introduce salmon into Australia was made 
in 1864, on board the ship Norfolk, the ova 
having been packed in boxes with moss and 
charcoal and then placed in ice, according to 
a plan discovered by Mr. J. A. Youl, C.M.G. 
Mr. Moscrop chl.ims to be the inventor of the 
process which resulted in the acclimatisation 
of English salmon in Australian waters. He 
first succeeded in e tablishing the fact 1

' that 
the development of fish ova might be so re­
tarded as to enable them to be transported to 
any part of the world without injury." 
In the letter from which we are quoting Mr. 
l\foscrop states that in :February, 1862, Mr. 
Youl was about to despatch a consigument of 
salmon ova to Tasmania, and invited him to 
inapect the arrangement made on board the 
Beautiful Star. l\Ir. Youl proposed to place 
the ova in a spiral trough suspended from the 
roof of the compartment, and by this plan to 
keep the ova in a stream of running water 
supplied from a tauk kept cool by ice, M:r. 
l\foscrop suggested that by packing the ova 
in a box with moss and charcoal and burying 
'1e box in ice it would be possible to retard 

their development sufficiently long to enable 
• the ova to be sent abroad wi.thout injury. 

Mr. Youl considered this plan could not 
succeed, as it would deprive the ova of 
a running stream of water, but per, 
mitted Mr. Moscrop to ship by the Beau, 
tiful Star a box filled with moss and charcoal, 
in which some ova had been packed. This 
box was placed in the ice-house, but was 
apparently forgotten until the vessel was 
about to return to England, when it was dis, 
covered. Some of the ova were in a healthy 
condition, while all the ova sent out 
by Mr. Youl had died. Subsequent ex­
periments convinced Mr. Moscrop that 
salmon ova which in a state of nature 
usually hatched out in about 50 days, could 
be retarded for 90 days-the time ordinarily 
taken for a voyage to Australia. Mr. Mos­
crop concludes this letter by remarking :-
11 I have no reason to doubt that when the 
Australian and Tasmanian Governments 
become aware of the obligations they are 
under to me for the service I have rendered 
them in this matter, they will fully acknow­
ledge it." 
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the lJivuw Iii . ·iu,.;, to tin: con ·ecration of the 

1 
rest aud. ,1m·t1ty of tlie Lord's Daj ," 

- .... .. ........ ',.. 

_A,a,•• OAMP MEEl'lNGS. n( lJ.,_ 
') / 5J I 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE ARGUS, 
Sir,-In 'l'he Austral1,sian of yesterday 

there is a paragraph announcing that '' a 
religious camp imeeting on the American 
principle is to be held at Queenscliff during 
the hristmas holidays under the auspices of 
the Geelong and Ballara.t and C stlemaine 
and Sandhurst Wesleyan district meetings. 
The camp will be established on the baach 
about two miles from QueensclifI, and tent 
accommodation is to be provided free of 
charge to all persons desirous of attendin"', 
and those persons wishing to secure 
the use of a whole tent to themselves 
will have to pay for the privilege. Services 
are to commence between five and six o'clock 
in the morning," and with short intervals to 
continue all day till "seven o'clock in the 
evening." In short, it is intended to be a 
jac,simile of an American camp meetini;?, and 
to be conducted by a relay of some dozen or 
more rev. gentlemen (with this difference 
from the American that in that country the 
non-re;verends predominate), and presumably 
with like results. Now, Sir, as very few 
British subjects in Victoria may have 
~isited an American camp meeting in the 
backwoods of the U uited States, as I 
have, and as fewer still are in possession of 
reliable information connected with the re­
sults of such promiscuous gatherings as I am, 
I may be excused at this time for stating 
what I know, Many years since I was on a 
friendly visit to a fine old Scotch gentleman, 
General M'Arthur, then the Governor of tlie 
State of Ohio; while living with him, he 
took me to see a great camp meeting in the 
forest, where it was computed that at 
least 20,000 people, chiefly families, from 
all parts of the state were congregated 
in ten~s and covered waggons, ostensibly to 
worship God by a perpetual day and night 
flood of promi~cuous stump preaching, 
prayers, and praise, such as I never before 
had any idea of, accompanied by all sorts of 
tunes. ~nd _rants concei~able, "Highland 
Laddie bemg an e pec1al favourite. In 
short, the whole proceedings brought to my 
mind Burne's II Holy Fair," and were ill­
calculat~d to Jmpress me with thoughts 
reverential-quite the contrary. On our 

ay home I said, 11 ~ Tow, General, tell me 
candidly your opinion of the results 
of this meeting and of similar outbtrrst 
of holy rapture." 11 ,veU," said the old 
gentleman, "it is out of my power to give an 
!dea of the amou~t _of good derivable, for that 
1s a matter of opm10n, but I can state from 
"Jl'. knowle_dge of the periodical returns of ille­
g1t1mate births to the state registry depart­
ment that such promis_cuous assemblages do 
not conduce to morahty, and bring grief to 
many families." Let the reverend and ir­
reverend promoters of this very doubtful new 
experiment for the promotion of their faith 
study General ~!'Arthur's words ere they pro­
ceed with their" holy fair."-Youra, &c., 

JA ES DA¥ '0~. 
Camperdown, Dec. 25. / J" SJ 
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OBAN TIMES 
DEATH OF MR DAVID HUTCHESON. 

Our obituary of to-<lay records the pasi;ing away 
of one who more than any of hi· contmnpornries iti 
identified with the rise and progre s of Oban-that 
one being ~Ir Da\•id Hutcheson, a household name 
in almost every part of the \Ye>1t Highlands and 
Islands, to which the magnificent fleet of steamers 
which he founded ply. 1\1r Hutcheson, who had 
been laid aside from actiYc business for some years, 
had reached his 0th year. ome years ago he re­
tired from the firm of David Hutche on & Co., of 
which he wa the heatl.. The name of David 
Hutcheson is a. 'Ociated with the earliest history of 
Clyde steam ·hip navi~a.tion, ,l it has been so 
:plendidly identified with its latest triumphs in 
connection with the magnificent line of steamers 
now plying between GlaKgow and the '\Vest High-
1:i,nd ·, which hrwe done more to open up and develop 
the re courceR and enrich tho natives of that im­
portant portion of our country thau all the other 
:..~encies put together. In fact, though in a different 
way, the "\\"estern Highlands are as much indebted 
for their rapid and hour-increasing prosperity to the 
firm of David Hutcheson & Co. as has the region of 
the Tro!-'sachs, Loch Y atrine, and Perthshire been 
to the genius of .~r \Valter Scott. Mr DaYid 
Hutcheson was the eldest son of respectable parents 
and was bon1 at Inverkoithing. He was educa,ted 
at Port-Gla~g°'v, and spent his boyhood there. When 
quite a youth ~Ir Hutcheson went to Glasgow in 
.-earch of an occupation, liis first appearance being 
in le 17, when he was engaged as clerk by l\.fr 
Cochrane in connection with two small luggage 
steamboat·, owned by that gentleman, and called 
re ·pectively the Tru ty and Industry. The former 
of the. , it may iutere t onr readers to know, is the 
olde,t te:unboat in the world, having uE'en built by 
Archibald ~I'L:mchlan, Dumbarton, in 1811-two 
ye rd only after the launching of the fir·t European 
·te mor, the Comet, the lmilcling of which :\Ir 

1 

Hutche on witn :sod when a boy in Port-Glasgow, 
and cxmld distinctly remember beino- pre ent whe11 
:he v put on the tation ea il1 1812. Thei;e 
twin:boat", the Tm ·ty aud Inaustry, carried goods 
between that port and Glasgow, and it was in 
oppo ition to them that 4Ief<sr" Holmes, Hunter & 
Co., who.·e manager was ::\Ir L[l.w, built the Active 
and De ·patch, 5U and 3 ton burden rospectively, 
and en"inecl by ... Ir David _ a pier. For a consider­
able time, at lea t a,; late as 1 '22-the:e four vessels 
monopoli. ed the goods traffic of the river. About 
that year, on the death of his employer , ~Ir Cochrane, 
::\[r Hutche'on was in ·ite<l to enter the employment 
of hi· only rivals, Holmes, Hunter & Co., which ho 
clid; but on the Acti vo and D t atch being sole! 
ome time afterwards to the Clydo ,'hipping Com-

pany, Mr Hutche;;on transferred his services to the 
Gbs~ow and Leith Shipping Company at Port­
Dundas, where ho ~ened for a time as cleric \Vhik 
there he became acquainted with the Burns family 
(now r pre;-;cnted by ::\Ir ,T olm Burns of Ca.-tle­
\V cmys: and_ r Jame,; Clelland Burns)-a connec­
tion which materially affected not only his own 
career, but it i no exagg'ration to say that of biR 
conutry. .tVter serving f r a considerable time at 
Port-Dunda., :\Ir Hutchmmn was prevailed on by 
1 Ir Kid, agent for the firm, to enter the serYice of 
::\[er r · _ fathie & Thixton, owners of a line of 
Li,crpool . macks. In this position, however, he 
did not r main long, a;., hi: friend • Ir Kid <lying 
or,n afterward , the :\Ie :1·. Burns succeeded to th (; 

Yacancy thu. created, a.nd at once assumed :\Ir 
Hutchc·on into their bmine ,; a.s manager, givin~ 
him a fourth of the profits. _ Tot long afterwards, 
in 1 24, the _ Ie- r,, Burn· ,vent into the Li\'erpo0l 
. team hip tr de along with ::\Ir _ fothie, preparatory 
to e ·t bli ·hin ,, . ixteen ye r · lttter, the gre, t triumph 
of their career-the grand oceanic team navigation 
car ·ied on 1.,y the Cunard Line, and originated by 
the .Ie ·r Burn , Mr (afterwards 'ir) Srmuel 
Cunard, an<l other:, with the ad\'ice and co-operation 
of _fr Robert _"apier, to whom wa, entrusted the 
contract for the hulls and engine of the fir -t four 
ve··el o ~-ne by the new c mpany. 

In 1 ~3 the completion of the Cale onian Canal 
threw open the Highl nds to tho C()mmercial enter­
pri e of the outh. In that year the Gla~iow and 
C ledoni n C n l teamboat Company established 
a line of team -th B n r~ev· an<l Highland 
Chieft in, which ran to Imern ··, and the High­
lander, which went to Tobermory, , taffa, and 'kye. 
4\.ftcr .- m im tqo Me rs Burn , o.loug with 
J . T m u & nell, b u ht u1, the old 

• iuclu in ~o vbich n 1·iu ho 

rina.n Canal, and put on larger ye.: I. on the 
Skye route. Theii; succe's, however, wa · . ma.11 
until 1 31, when .:\fr Hutcheson became the pro­
prietor of the concern, which he did in partner. hip 
with his brother, .:.Ir Alexander Hutcbe.·011, and 
Mr D. ~facBra.yue. In the succeeding year, l".1~, 
was built the l\fountainecr, the fir ·t of what may be 
called the orn:itc boats, and the immediate pr cur·or 
of the present mr..gnificent line of fa,;t mail pa.cl·ets 
to the \Ve.stern Higblancls. The l\Iountaineer was 
1mccceded by the Iona .i. "'o. 1, which ran till 1, G2, 
when it waH bought by the GoYernrnont of tlu 
Confederate , t<ites of America, and was run down 
by a la.rge screw ste. mshi1 in the Clyde, en her 
pas.age out, between l'mienea.th and .Fort-1fatildt, 
where it i · upposed -till to lie. In the following year 
the fir,;t grand covered boa.t with :aloons wa started 
being tho Iona • To. 2, which ran only for two month11, 
at the end of which timo he was sold to the 
Confederates. Like its pr0Jece sor, it· career was 
ill-fated and brief, as in a.ttempting to cros th, 
Atlantic it founclered off tho Isle of Ilfracombe, and 
went down. Next year (1 'G-1) sn.w the launching of 
the third, the pre.cut and improved Iona, th•l fam 
of which for comfort, speed, and popularity L world­
wide. The 1\foss1·s Hutcheson did nut coufino their 
energies to the development of tho traffic between 

lasgo v and Ardrishn.ig, but by superseding the 
old horse-drawn truck boat by an elegantly -ottcd­
up screw-sten.mer, by placing era.ck sten.mer1:1 on the 
line between Crinan and OL>:in, by renting the 
Island of Sta:fl'a, and making :Fiuga.l's Cave easily 
accesRible to travellers in all weathers, a,nll by run­
ning first-rate fast excursion stea,mers b tween Oban, 
Iona, ]\full, , taffa, and other places, they o devel­
oped the resources of the Highlands that villages 
sprang up on every 1:1ide where none had been, ancl 
tho natural woo.1th of the grandest portion of 
what is perhaps the most picturesque country 
in the world wa;; thrown open to, and taken 
advimta.ge of by, tho people of every nation 
in the world. The next progressive step wa.s 
the purch:1:-e a,nd lll()Uopolisation, in 180.J., of the 

' fab.y ·te:tiner and tru.ffi.u, which was followed almost 
immediat ly by the purchii;,e of tho little steamer on 
Locha.w, -the La.dy of the Lake-plying between 
Fo1·d and Brander, i•ia Oban. Amon~ -t the more 
recent o,·ents in tho history of )fr Hutchei;on and 
his fam may be mentioned the lluilding and equip­
ment of the Columba, which now plies on the Gla:­
gow and Ardrishaig route in the summer months, 
and which for elegance and excellence of arrange­
ment is unsurpassed. 

In addition to being au energ tic man of business 
)Ir Hutcheson wai; a poet of no mean orde:, :.u<l 
readers of this journal will remember still some of 
his 11ieces which appeared in its columns, and which 
had the ring of the genuine article. \Vith the poet'· 
love and appreciation of the beautiful and pictnr­
esque in nature, 'l\[r Hutcheson cherished a fond 
affection for Oban, and for manv Yl',n·s dming tho 
summer months ho re ·idecl in the capital of L()rn, 
and in ouc of hi · pllotical pieces 1mblishecl in our 
columm;. he e.·pre;;;;ed :i. wish to be buried, when 
"Lif 's 1itfnl fever" wa;; over, near to our romantic 
town, antl within i,;1J1md of the we tern . ea, who n 
l>tillne s was tir:-1t broken ince creatrnn's da.wn hy 
the paddle wheels of his steamer· . Hy the dea.th of 
1[r Hutcheson the Hi:,rhl:mds hM'o to lament a great 
benefactor, and many who followe the fnneral caval­
cade to Pennyfnir Cemetery ye t rday afternoon, 
felt that they ha<l lo. t a true fricm l who:,e place 
could never be filled up. 

The following are the lines in which Mr Hutcheson 
expressed the wish to be buried in Oban. They 
appeared in our columns at the time they were 
penned:-

FAREWELL REQ 'E::iT . 

When 1 am dead, oh, lay me not 
Withiu the churchyard's crumbling- wall~, 

But bear me to some lonely spot 
Of :.:n,enwood ~roves nnr! ·atcrfalls; 

\ here violet bloom nn<I dnUe prin ,, 
Ami the gh:ul liuk at d:1.\rn of day 

,Yavc t~e ~vlcl night-dew from hia wing 
And, arnr;m:;-, soar.; to he:.ncn a.way. 

For I wonhl ',\ ish my bones to lie 
.\mon,.. those cen r loved o wcJJ · 

The mounta.in glen, th "or.•cou sky' 
The murmuring brook, the ferny c1:11. 

And ll here were sepnlchr more meet 
For me than ·man,.:-dear Ohan• braes, 

Wh re of in contemplation ~we t 
I rumbling tuned my simple laJ ~-

So, ~yh~n I'm dead, oh, fay me not 
\\ 1 hrn the churchyard', crumblin"' wall", 

But bear me to some lonely spot 
Of gr ~nwoo\ 1-,rro\es and waterfall·; 

Wherc> noleta !,loom and rfa' ice Rpring, 
And the ;:lad lark at dawn of ii v 

Waves the cold ni).(ht-dcw from his wing 
And, singin , soar to hc:nen awav. 

Glen Cruit en, 7th Oct., 18i2. 
DAVID I!CTCllEBON. 
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J dr al!lt n plea., nt dr •:nn to-dny. 
1ilik, tho ·e vision,-, wild, who,-;e fear" 

Chas' tlw lmw !-<lt•eper': re,-;t w:) 
~[in e w:v :i drLalll of former ye: r,-, 

An<l wdl it mi«bt Ii plea.cs, nt, i·ur 
I <lr . mt it in a lonely valL·, 

\Yhcrt •, sw' ·tlv from the bawtho1,1 hoar, 
The linnet tolll his love-lorn tale. 

~ ml thL'r Wl'r • plcnsnnt thing;; nrlHm«l­
Ur' n hr, uching- trCl'!'i anc.l tlowerets fair, 

And gnrglin~ streams~ whose ,rpnLJe ,·ountl 
:\f urmurcd like muHic· in the n.ir. 

E\· n a· yon seL' th • lid1t clott<ls r1ill 
Along the hill then melt a\ ay, 

'o th •re ar, tlwu~hts th,lt i;had th<· ~011[ 

Tra.n:-ient nnd h ', utiful a. the ·. 

. \.rnl phantom dl'enm,; that haunt our sl,· •p 
The ~mil's mysteriou: . cret.-. i-how, 

As bu hblc" ri;;i1w from th· de 'P 
Heveal the lifo that throhs b •lo,,. 

Oft have 1 gaze<l upon the ~ta1 
Of gvening, twinkling- in its .-p11C'r,• 

\ ith , a<lne~H stran({e, ' •t H\\' •et ,r fa1· 
Than sournl: melOLliom; to thl• •at·. 

ud tl111 , altlw' the spirit f '\'1.· 
1 "u brnodiug , orrow lowcrillg- uigh, 

.J. m lancholy o' •r it. teal,; 
A ntl yet "e know nor how, nor why. 
ml HO it l'i,me in peu,;ive llll1rnl 

J wan<lere,l through the \'t,lc alom•, 
\Vhcr •, ~olcmnizc<l by solitude, 

T <lreamt uf frie1ul. long d •atl a11tl «1mu . 

Bright apparitions were they all, 
.Fair form,i I connt 1l o'er :u1d t•' r: 

Hut chiefly dicl my heart r eall 
One I ador'cl in du.,vs of yore. 

f-he wa. the darling- of my life, 
.For wl,osc pure lo\'c lon~ , Ion" I siglted-

1 y own, my dear, my he:t11teom1 wife . 
Dut ah ! in early youth she died '. 

l>. lJ. 

FAUEWELI. IlEQUE 'T. 

When l nm deal!, oh, In} me not 
Within the <'lrnrl'h ·, nl's crumliling walls, 

But li ar rn to om lonely I ot 
Of gr n ~, ml ro, es nn,l wntc1 l lls: 

\\'h r , iolet !Jloom n111I ,tni i priu.;, 
Arni the glut! lark t ,ta ,·n of day 

W I c · t!1e i:old night-dew trolll Ids wing 
And, inglu •, soar to hc·H'eu away. 

For I woul,l wi It my \Jones to lie 
Amon• thos • cen I Jon,\ o Wl'JI, 

'111 mountain gl1•11, the gor eou sk,•, 
Th 111ur111uri1,, l,1ook, ti f rny ,1,.11. 

llut \III r' 11c1c C!'llkhre rnor 111cet 
For III th 11 'rn mg cl nr Ulinu'. hrae!I, 

, here oft in co11t lllplation Wt t 
l raml.Jliug timed my imple ln,>s1 

80, wl,cn I'm 1\ea!J oh, lny me not 
Within ho rlmr hy r,l'i; crumhliug wall~, 

But It 'll.r 111 to i;mue louely pot 
<Jf gn 11wond gro, t! · nu<l w1,terfulls; 

Wit re ,·iol1:ts bloom 11.111I •l.1i !es pri11 •. 
Awl tl1 gin I I rk nt d11" 11 or day 

\\ uv tl, l'old uight d," lr11111 lii \\ iu,; 
And, iugi11g, oars to hr:ncu awuy 

u. \'IIJ llun :HESO!'I. 

Glen Cruitt< 111 ith Oct., I 72 . 
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THE LATE DAVID HUTCHESON, 
OF GLASGOW. 

BY CHARLES MACKAY, LL.D. 

Two Scotsmen of comparatively humble 
birth, without wealth or aristocratic con­
nexions to aid them at the outset of their 
career, have within the last half-century done 
more for Scotland than all the dukes, earls, 
or great fandedproprietors that ever flourished 
on its soil. The first was Sir Walter Scott, 
who threw the strong light of his noble 
genius over the character, the manners, and 
the history of the Scottish people, previously 
but little known to their brethren of South 
:Britain, and illuminated the grand and 
rugged scenery of the country, its mountains, 
its glens, its lochs and its rivers, by the 
magic of a pen that was never surpassed 
in vividly descriptive power, or if surpassed 
in its power to touch the heart and excite the 
imagination, by one pen only, that of 
Sbakspeare. The poems and romances of Sir 
Walter Scott, that followed each other with 
such marvellous rapidity and such almost in• 
variable excellence during the first quarter oi 
the 19th century, made all Scotland classic 
ground-and sent thousands of travellers and 
tourists, not only from England but from all 
parts of the civilised world-to visit the 
scenes which be bad described so well and to 
-which be had imparted so enduring an in­
terest. Every year the stream of travellers 
in the Lowlands, and especially in the High­
lands, has increased, and is increasing without 
sign of diminution, pouring wealth into the 
country from the remotest corners of the 
earth. 

'l'he second of these two great Scotsmen , 
was the late David Hutcheson, of Glasgow 
and Oban, who died, honoured, respected, and 
lamented, in his 82nd year, a fortnight ago-
a fortnight before these lines were written 
in humble tribute to his memory. No one 
who during the last quarter of a century ever 
travelled down the magnificent estuary of 
Clyde, through the pleasant kyles of Bute, 
and far away northward and westward to 
Ardishaig, and through Crinan Canal to Oban, 
through the gloomy but glorious sound of 
Mull to Staffa, Iona, Skye, and the outer 
Hebrides, or across to Inverness through 
the chain of lakes that form the Caledonian 
Canal, but must have heard of David Hutche­
son, and of the splendid work he did in 
opening up these beautiful but once secluded 
regions to the admiration of the world, and 
to the trade and commerce of the High. 
lands, that before his time sorely needed 
the powerful impetus which he gave 
them, It is not too much to say 
that the passing to and fro of his com­
modious and well-managed steamers along 
the far-away coasts and into the abounding 
sea lochs of the Wes tern Isles doubled the 

alue of every Highland property along the 
-route. In former days there were" Lords of 
the Isles," great barons who have left no 
memories behind them but those of war, 
:Plunder, oppressiqn, and banishment of the 
people; but David Hutcheson was the real 
"Lord of the Isles," superior to them all, 
though not posse ·sing an acre of the soil, and 
leaving behind him memories entirely bene­
ficent, which will enrol his name imperish­
ably among the chief worthies of his 
country, 

He was born either at Inverkeithing or at 
Port Glasgow, near Greenock, in the last year 
of the eighteenth century, Having had the 
misfortune to be deprived of his father 
in hi early childhood, he was left to 
the care of his widowed mother. She had 
a bard struggle, but she fulfilled her trust 
like a conscientious cottish woman, and 
managed by dint of hard work and rigid 
economy to give the young David the rudi­
ments of an education, which in his early 
manhood he improved and extended by hi9 
own application and his indomitable perse­
verance and love of knowledge. Ile began to 
earn his own bread in his early teens in 
mercantile and shipping employ in the 
port of Greenock; and in due time-with en­
larged experience-found himself in a situa­
tion of trust in a great shipping house in 
Ola@"OW, This was a sphere that afforded far 

more scope to his aoility than was po ible in 
the comparath·ely small town of Greenock. 
In the year 18451 when I was editor of the 
Glasgow Argus, !\fr. Hutcheson, who was at 
that time the manager of the steamboat busi­
ness of Messrs. Thomson and M'Connell, 
introduced himself to me on board of one of 
his steamers on a voyage to Oba.n. ,ve were 
known to each other by name, and knew each 
other very much better before we parted. 
From that day to bis last we were 
alwayia firm friends. Messrs. 'Thomson 
and M'Connell, who were connected 
with the Messrs. Burns and Cunard, 
of Liverpool-who, about the time when 
I first made David Hutcheson's ac• 
<1uaintance, established the famous line of 
Cunard steamers to America, which still 
bolds the supremacy in the Atlantic-were 
desirous of concentrating their capital and 
their energies in the New York trade, and of 
relinquishing their connexion with the traffic 
of the Clyde and the Highlands. To Mr. 
Hutcheson, who then directed and controlled 
this branch of their business, it naturally fell 
to receive the offer of its continuance. 
Terms were soon arranged. Mr. Hutcheson 
entered into proprietorship, and, taking to 
.himself two partners-his brother and Mr. 

I 
David MacBrayne-very soon managed to 
convert a not over-prosperous business-of 
which he fully understo d all the possibilities 
-into a highly flourishing concern. Con­
tinually growing and expanding under his 
entervrising and energetic management, and 
his princely ideas of what ought to be done 
for the Highlands that be loved so well, his 
.fleets were known in every &t and harbour 
of the west-floating palaces for the traveller, 
the tourist, and the pleasure-seeker, and 
immense vehicles for the transport of sheep, 
cattle, and produce from the lonely hills and 
valleys of the Highlands to the populous 
centres of the Lowlands. 

The wondrous cave of Staffa and the re• 
nowned island of Iona were but little known, 
except by name, to anybody until David Hut­
cheson despatched his steamers once or twice 
a week, during the summer season, from Oban 
round the whole island of Mull, without re­
ference to commercial profit, and simply to 
open up to the inspection and admiration of 
holiday visitors from all parts of the world 
the unsurpassable grandeur and glories of 
the region. For this purpose, in order to 
IJrevent the lord of the soil of Staffa from 
levying an exorbitant and all but prohibitory 
tax upon the visitors who landed on its 
rocky shore, and entered the marvellous 
natural temple of the cave, Mr. Hutcheson 
found it necessary, at great unremunerative 
outlay, to become possessor of the island• 
For this alone he would have merited the 
thanks of every educated and appreciative 
traveller, of every person of taste and refine­
ment, and of every lover of natural beauty 
even if he had done nothing else in his lif; 
to entitle himself to be called a public bene­
factor. 

David IIutcheson was not only an ener-
getic man of business, but a poet of no mean 
order. In his summer holidays-which he 
sometimes took on the Continent, in Spain, 
Italy, or Germany, but far oftener in his 
beloved Oban, which he raised from the 
position of a very insignificant and dirty 
-village to that of a handsome and busy town, 
which some cockney tourist irreverently, 

C
liou~h not inappropriately, called the 
~harmg-cro 

accustomed t the. Highl~nds:--he . was 
b O _spena :i mormngs m solitary 

:ram lee, croonmg over to hll.4ao1f the snatches 
of poetry and s~ng which he delign d to com­
Pose. He published some of these for a tftue 
JD t~e Oba,i Times and the lnvernesB 
Courier, but never could be persuaded 
to collect them into a volume thou h 
far better lworth the trouble th~n nJe. 
tenths ~f- the verses which, under the 
;oothambitious name of poetry, are poured 
or ann~aliy_ to the apathetic or wearied 

lV?rld' which 18 intolerant of mere rhyme 
Wl th0ut a ~oul ~n it. In one of these little P~~f8' which ei~ht years ago lie read to me 

1 e we ~at _together on the trunk of a 
fallen tree m hie f"Y9lnite a ~n Ciµitten, he 

expressed a wish tbat wherever he died be 
might be buried in Oban. 

" For I would ·ish my bones to lie 
Among the acencs I loved so well; 

The mountain glen, the gorgeo\18 eky, 
The wimpling burn, the gowa.ny dell, 

And where were sepulchre more we t 
For me, than 'mong dear Oban'e braes, 

Where oft in cont.ompl tlon sweet, 
I rambling tuned my simple lays." 

Such a wish was not be set a.side by his sor­
rowing survivors, and his remains were 
brought from Glasgow in the week preced• 
ing Christmas, and int rred amid the sym­
pathy of a.11 Ohan, and ·in the presence of a 
great concourse of people, in the picturesque 
cemetery of "Peny-fria.r 1

11 on the road from 
Ohan to the old castle of Dunsteffnage. 

Mr. Hutcheson married in early life, but 
had no family. His wife, who survives him, 
was the sister of a well-known and highly­
respected Australian colonist, Mr. James 
Dawson, formerly of Kangatong, and now of 
the neighbourhood of Camperdown. In 
private life Mr. Hutcheson wns beloved by all 
who knew him. Ile was highly genial, and 
loved the rational conviviality which has 
died out of England, and has almost 
died out of Scotland. lie knew many 
languages, and had a mind enriched by travel; 
could tell a good story without blunting 
its point; could smg a good song with a 
sweet and often powerful voice, and was an 
admirable reciter. To hear him sing II The. 
wee, wee German Lairdie," wo.s a musical 
treat of a high order, and his admira.ble 
recitation, in good broad Scotch, with the 
purest Ayrshire accent, of the inimit:,ble 
"Tam o' Shanter" of Robert Durns, was a 
thing that, once heard, could never be for• 
gotten. It should be added that .!\Ir. Ilutche­
son was quick to appreciate early genius, 
either in poetry or in art, and liberal to help 
it to climb the steep ascent that leads from 
poverty to renown, and that many a rising 
man, who might never have risen at all 
except for his generous aid, lives to bless his 
name and lament his memory, 

Dec. 30, 1880. --------
In the den.th of l\Ir. DAYID lIUTCHB.ON, which 

we n.nuouuc., l on Saturday, Gla.gow has lo t 
one of lier pr mi ent c1tiz~n . J c was a st•lf­
rai~ccl m:u1, :incl ,.-otdd 1noli.:1.bly hrvc r.ttnined 
distinction , •. b re·.• r his lo~ I-.. b 1,;ll c, t. The 
~ rcer "hic!1 nccidcntally hy pe:1 to Um, a d 
in which he ro~e hy rnpid gr· d itiou, wn on the 
lines at once of pcrson:d adv . -men nnd L nblic 
usefulness. Though not v;it on nb!e co. d­
jutors, Mr. Hu1cnE. ON bee me s ccially 
iclentifiei with tho '' Io:i, " and c,thcr 
f,, vourito :md famous et nmcr . To him, 
more perhaps th::m to any other man, is 
the credit due of hosing openccl up 
onr West Hi_;h1and to tho ,rnrlcl. ,vh n Dr. 
Joins :· \·isitcd the Hebrid o, little more thn.1 a 
hundn?d years "O, St~!fo, appear:; to h. ve li en 
nudiscovered. Th:mks to Mr. HUT rr <:J. · an:1 
J,i::; floating 1-alaccs, that vontlc:·fnl n._al ,ic · ... ct 
i no,· a h:-.1 itual re o~·t of tlic Eoglich, Conti-
11 .nb.l, and me.ric:rn trmridt, nn1l ing:Sn :we 
echoes e,·ery Flummer, not merely ,, ith the lonely 
roar of the .A.tl:inti , lmt --;;ith tho l ~.hblc of 
in t n erab.e tonguef. U nd_r the snn e it fit unces 
Oban Jin~ rung from the obscurit; of n cl. chnn to 
tho dt rnity of a Ye<-., Hi;Ttland ":lpita.l, rcsp.cn­
dellt with spacious hotel , and th~ rentlezvon of 
polyglot travellers. Bnt tile facts of Mr. 

I H TO'HF.S-,.'·s lif are 1e ailed else,vhere. In this 
place .-e desire chiefly to record our sorrow for 
the loss of a. fricll<l endowed with m ny r:.rc 
qnruities both of head and heart. :Mr. liUTCJIE­

so~ was an enthusiast in poct:y arnl mu ic. 
Gifted with a remark ble memory, he often 
deligl tecl the social circ.c with "screeds·, 
from Bur. ·L, one of }ii fa ourito pieces bein.., 
"Tam o' Sh:mter," v:h · ch lie could repeat fr01~ 
bcginuiug to el • On one occasion, when nn 
accidental allusion was made to the <l:-atnatic 
force and JJictt resque beauty of C, .1rm-.r.L'::i 
"0-Counor's hild,"', ·e rememhcr hearinn- Jdm 
recite that whofo poem without the omi·sion of 
a. line or the alkrat:on of a. wor<l. Ho w, 
besi les, l imscif n poet of cons.id rabl~ 
accoml)lishment, Eot10 of his lyrics hav- l 



/()() 
ing been giYeu fro:n th c to time to 
the world Ly hiJ distinguished literary friend, 
tlre hte Dr. C.rnRt:TIIEI'S of the lnt·emes,'l 
C'o11,·i ,·. Nor coul l - Ir. HUTClI.E~o.· write eouc:s 
only, he could ~ing them , ., well, ,i3 taste in 
th:-.t direction incluclin_; ~0111e d tho gem.;; of 
Moo1rn, as well as an. o~c:i.si nn.l lyric in some 
foreign tongue', for he wa;i nn excellent linguist. 
This last accomplishment, and more particnbrly 
his :fluency in :French, cf ten served hii 1 to 
good purp' se when escorting eome foreigner I 
of distinction, such r.s the Empress EuGE.·1:;: in 
the days of her l1i"h fortuu0, over what was 
known as "the Roynl Route." In his town 
residence in Clare:uout-gardens, and more cs e­
ciitlly in his summer qu1.rters at Oban, ~1lfr. 
Hv'l'CIIESON was at all times genial ancl hos1)itnble, 
literary meu, :i.rtist , au other notabilities being 
frequently his welcome guests. Although laid. 
aside for a considerable time past by the 
infirmities con~equent on ad v&ucin,, years the 
c1oso of such a life cannot fail t~ be 
noted as creating a blank iu m::i.ny circles. More 
perhaps in Oban tha:1 elsewhere will his happy 
presence be missec1. Tlrn t flourishing locality 
will still, we hope, l1nve its Professor Br ,ac::ur:, 
but it will no longer h:ive its D.i.vrn ercm,:so~.· 
Yet the nnmc of the latter will co tinue to be 
henr<l on a multitude of tongues, am neYcr 
without honour in Scotland. 

BEN EVIS OBSERVATORY. 

Hu·r~rrn o~ i: r:11or:.L\L On~1m,.nonY. - A 
p

0

rcl11ninury mectmJ f the connmttee enrolle 
for the purpose of rai.,ing a monument to the 
late 1>av!l1 .Hutcheson, in the shape of a h1gh­
le\ cl mcteorolo 6 1cal sbtio on Ben r y e,·is, wa:3 
helci ye~ te1 lay 1u the nehgious fost .. tut1011 
Jtoon s, uuJ.cr the presidency of the 1 lun. the 
Loni l'ro\·o:;t. 'Lhc folluwrng r -solutions were 
agreed tu:-'· 1st, That u. consi<lcrat10n of the 
crmucnt i::crvices rcmle ·et l,y tuc late 1 >;.w1 • 
llukhe~on, 111 t only to .'cotl, nd hut tc, the 
geuer,,l travellm" comrnuuity, it is desirable 
thn.t the pul.,hc shouh1 have an opportunit~· ot I 
tcstifyin" to the,r :ip1 rcc1atwn of the a1hau­
ta.; s dcnvccl from Ins or~ ni atiou," pro-
pos<- hy ti e J .ord l roYOS , and sec ndcJ 
by r J.: l u1rhea1l, nee • president of the 
l'hilosophical '-'uc1ety. :!d, "lt 1:, further 
1e·ol\'e tmt ha1iug regard to t'1e 
r;1,,1w111~ iml'urt:rnce ot an1l necCE:'3tty for 
high-level owernu • tat1on.s to a commerc1.::.I 
au l ~htpowumg cut ntr,v, a meteurol lg1cal st.1.­
t1on be erectc Oll Ben ~ · cvis, to bear t ,c name 
of the l.ite !), Yhl Hu tchcsun, antl th u be a pc1 • 
nancntly n ciul 11w11u111ent, ue11cli ·:td alike to 

the . c:Lut1t c world nurl to the m •rcautile, the 
tishiu~•, :md tht:. n0n1.:ultural indu,,t1·1es,' pro-
110 ... cd by l>r \\': ilac , pr 1dc11t of the l'lulo­
e 1pl11c, l , oc1('ty1 and secnudc,l by • lr ,lames 
Hut, • bcdcldy. :;c1, '' l'h.::.t the cum1111ttee 
e11d1:,wour to cnli t the sympatt y of a w1Jer 
circle o ,rorl er , i.l.lHl that isub-cc,mmittccs be 
ap1iu1 tcd 111 the ,·nriou ,~1st 1ct,; to 1a1se the 
nc1.,c::-ar.} nn,l , anti t kc uch s ers as mrty be 
con I lcrc!I le 1ra1.1b iu turtherance o · the 
scheme," I rur os d by • fr Duchau, ..: ott1 h 
~,letcorolo 61,.;al , oc1el,y, r..11l1 ecomlecl by 1lr 
:~.le• . .Brown, Oban. • 

THE Ai\IPERD()W ~ 

FRID A Y, OCTOB!LlR 
DEATH . 

DAwso y.-At '\Vuurrong, on the 21st inst., 
,Joan Ander,ion, aged 6:3, the wife of Jamea 
Dawson, formerly of Kangatong station. 
The remains of the late ?11 rs. Dawson will 

be iuterre<l to the Campc~rdown Cemetery, 
on Fri lay the 24th iast., lea,·ing \Vuurrong 
a~ 2 i,.m. Friends plc:isa aecept this intim<l. 
t1011. 

"\Ve ~a,·e tlte niefanchely duty to <lay of 1 
recordmg the <lenth Lf l\lril. Daw~on of 
Wt:nrong, who <lied on the 22nd imt., after 
an 1lJ::.css of about a month's duration. At 
first she suffLJ·ed much pn.in, but for the last 
few ilays of her life, she was much easier• 
all!l }Jassed peacefully away. The deceased 
lady was one of the notable women of this 
cou11try ; a full niece of the African Trarel­
lcr Mungo Pa1·k, she po~usessed m11ch of the 
origiuality and individuality of that remark­
able man. ~oming to this colony in 1840, 
aud first settling on the Yarr11, out in the 
bn1<h above what was then the mete hamlet 
Melbourne, and afterwards rcmovini to the 
Belf~~t di trict and t{) the Kangatong 
stati~n, she saw much and bore mauy of 
the discomforts of the early pione-,rs of this 
country. Her life lias been one of unremit­
t!ng kindnet.s to the sick and suffering. To 
l'H:h and poor, to great and small, to white 
and black, lier heart poured out atreams of 
symp,ithy, and many a worn heart blesses 
hl!r memory. Among her friends, her hu­
mor, her wit, and fun, were almost rnex­
ham,tible, a true christian she livecl and 

<lie~'.'. a~~ she has ~ft, this ;orlcl her clehtor. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH·~ 
188:} 

DIED. 
1 'ARTHlTR-On tlm 2:.lrd ihst., at l\lenin­
goort, th'C hclovt:d wife of Peter M'A hur, 
after a 1 11g and painful illuess. Age<l -18 
ye3:r::•. 

CflRO ICLE 
24, 1879. 

The remaiu11 of .i\irs. Daw;on, wife or· 
James Dawsoa, Esq., of ,v uurong, Ba::1in 
Banks, about two miles tu the sooth of Cam­
pt:nlown, were couveycll to their last earthly 
resting place in the pubiic cemetery, about. 
two miles to the we11t of CamperJown. on 
Friuay la~t. 'l'ne high rntePm in which 
deceased was held may be inferred from from 
the fact that the funeral cortege was the 
largest ever witnessed in CawperJuwn, con­
:;i:iti::ig of from forty 1o fifty well-filled cn.r­
riages, buggies, auu other \·ehiclea, as alau 
of twenty to thirty ruen on hursebn.ck, and 
some on foot. The co, tege started from rle­
cea::ied's late residence at W uurong auout two 
o'clucl.., and when it passed through Camper• 
down aliout three o'clock all the shops were 
closed, all the window blinus were down, and 
all l.msine~s was suspended. until it was en­
tirely out of sight. Mr. Jonu \Vall,i acted 
a.s uu<lertaker, and the priucipal »wurners 
wereJ ames Da wsou, Esq, husLa.,d of decea,ed, 
'l'homas;:;haw,Esq.\Voonwyrite,J. L,. Currit:, 
E.,q, L:ura, Dr. Anderson, aud a11mc others, 
whose names we did nut oLtaiu. Uu 
reachi ug the c.,mctery, there "a; a large 
c mcourse of persons a~sembled, and the Rev. 
W. L, :Mor~un, Mmister of the Pret.L.> teria·.1 
Church, Cn.rnverdown, conducted tht! func. 
r:il sen i..:e in a solemn and impres3i vo man­
ner, after which all started agaiu for towu. 
Dece:i.seJ had been loug ailing, and her dc:i.th 
wa::1 uot, therefore, auy gr cat suq:n,ie t'l her 
numerous friemls. l<'or the last fortnight, it 
was, in fact, almost hourly expect.:J.. J t diu 
not, hoWC\'Cr, occur uut.l \Yeduesday the 
2Ji:;t in:;t. At first, during ],er Ja:;t i,lu~s, 
wluch was of a about .1. muuth'.s Juration, 
decea:;ed suffere•l nrnch pain, b,1t for 1he Jai;t 
few days of her l,ftl, she was much easier 
and pas:ied a.w.1y peaccfutly JU the tai,h au~ 
hope of the gospel. Tue tkceasell la.dJ w11,s 
one of the notable wumtn of thi:1 cut1t1t1y, 

She was a full lllece ut .. \1 ungo .Park, the 
celebrateJ African tr ;.veller, an,i 11uS:,eS.H:d 
much of the origiua!ity and iudiYidtulity of 
that rt>markabJe man. Coming tu th,11 c,,lony 
in 1840, and fi,st settling with h~r hu.sbs:1,t 

-n fc'lt h on the banks of the Yana, out in the 1,mh 
~ when Melbouruc w:u 011ly a hamlet, anj 

CV-:l· -, A Ti •11 rrl1111u h ~QI\. afterwards removing to tbe Bdfa:st ,hstrict ~· r ,, ~ IJVl {C, _(_ lu, ...., .. .) and to the Kangatong stati,:m, i::h.J saw muc1: 
_ -;7f; /, ~ _ / aud bore many uf the uiscomfortH of the earJy 

-Al:-Bt11isicLt..,_ /I)_~ pioneer's life m this country. JJcr life \\as 
ouc of Ulll'P.lllllti11g ki11d11es.s to the sick a.Ju 

/ (102 sufferiug. To ~i1.:l~ and poor, to g, cat a111l 
, 0 0 small, tu white auu 1.,lack, her Lcart poured 

out streams ot sympathy, and ma.uy a Y.'oru 
A I S2 !mart bles:ses her memo, ·y. A•n,rng her -.E:1-s ea_ . fritmds het· hnnwur, her wit, h~r fuu, Were 

•-========================~1.t1111ust inexhaustible. A true chri.stian, sue ,------ -------------------l • ltvell aucl d1P.d, and she l1a:3 leit this world 

P rf!fe.ssor Blc1.chi_e__ J $oldie1~s 
- .J3r-ili sli- - /SS 3 Pnc I j,_-; ,(, • .IJr. , H \ 11 HJ Le\'- .. -On the I 

{irst day of a recent session, the stud nts .tt the 
E<linbur,,h 11iYcrsity noticed on the door o the 
Greek cl~:,11;.i·o Ill-"'' rr fo5so1· Blacki~ wiU meet ~ATIO .• ALITY OF SoLDIERS.-Recont official re-

• lIS classes 011 tJ11, 4th iust." .A \'-'ag tLiok out his turns give the following ns the, proportion of 
1 • English, Scotch, and Irish soltliers in the .British 

1>cl1cil erased t Ii · "c," .qi r mail? t. ic notl~e a.rm·: -Ciwali-y - English, 7668; Irish, 1024; 
rc:i<l t: rns : "Prnfersor Blacl'ie will meet hts Scotch~ 686. Roval J.\.rtillery-l~nglish., 11,565; 
lasses on tl;e 

0

4t.h." A group of yunug men hung Irish, G373; ~cotch, 966. Royal Enginoers-1•:n•y· l ,,bout the lluor 011 the ope11i11g <lay to see hu\\: lish, 2633; Irish, 373; Scotch, 248. Infantry-
the Professor wonlcl lake th joko. . p he came, .nglish, 34,824; Irish, 11,970; Scotch, 4650. 

. d Household Cavalry - English, 911; Irish, 90; 
saw at once tho ch::wge in his notice, stoppe , ~eotcb, 198. Foot Gu::i.rda-English, 42~0; J.ri h, 
took ont his pencil, appaiently made some 355: Jcotch, 828. 
further ration, an<l pasaecl into the room 1'«12:z==~=~----=a::111111-=::.---===•iiii 
with ab' u.d grin on his face. A roar of lang)1ter 

I 
followed him. As alter~d for the. se~ond tun:, 
the notice ran-" Profcs o Blackie will meet lus 
asses un the 4th." · 

.._ A~i,sr /31'4 
hi.nncax, l f ti 

.1 l n, • •i; ,Jui' 
,_. il' ,, I 'f '.•. _r,;•_,;__s~•.:.· ... "r._~_._,._, __ ,..__-"#-~ ~1~~~~~ 

her debtor. 

Proc l a111atio n. 
The di:::ciple~ of Isa.a.k ·walton, who find it n. 

dillicult task to discover an open w~1tcr, will reli:h 
the proclamation given in the Dnnoon book as ha.,ing 
been made at the :Market Cross of In \'eraray m the 
la t century:-

Ta-hor ! Te t'ither ahoy ! Ta-hoy 
Three times!!! an' Tn-hoy-Whisht ! ! ! 

By comniand of his Ma.jeL ty, King-Gcor •c 
o.n' her Grace k Duke o' Argyll : 

If any body is found fishing- a.boon tc loch, 
er elow te loch, afore te loch, or ahint te loch, 
in te loch, or on te loch, a.roun' tu loch, or 
about t' loch, 

hc·b to be per•ccutit "i' three per ·ecution5 ; 
.First. ~he'· to he burnt, sync she's to be 
drownt, and then he's to he han;.:t-a.n' 
if cYer ~he com ·s back she·· to be pcn;~"Utit 
\\'i' a four w:mr dcata. 
God aTe the Kini: an' her Grace 
te Duke o· Ari; ·11 ! 
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I IJ2-
CHEE E 

CHEESEMAKING ON A SMALL SCALE. 
Sir,-Having received several communica­

tions relative to "Cheesemaking on a Small 
Sea.le," in reply to my letter in The Aus ­
tralasian of the 22nd ult.-too numerous to 
reply to individually-I think it would be of 
service to all intere ted in the matter if I ask 
you to give me space for a few pr ctical 
observations founded on my own experience. 
I would begin these plo.in directions by first 
drawing attention to three things, viz., the 
colouring, the rennet, and the heat of the 
milk. 

Colouring is of two kinds as used in Vic­
toria, fluid and solid. The fluid is sold in 
stone bottles, and the solid in cakes. A 
tablespoonful of the first will colour a large 
quantity of milk, but it is only by trial after 
trial that a person can be sure of the quantity 
to use. The solid annatto is more portable 
than the fluid. It is used by rubbing it on a. 
flat piece of freestone moistened with milk, 
until the milk is sufficiently colo red. 

I have already, in my letter of the 22nd ult., 
shown my method of applying the anna.tto, 
so that a uniform colour may be obtained, 
and that a cheese may be of any shade de­
sired. 

Rennet is usually obtained from a young 
calf. althou~h the stomach of any youn!? 
animal can be used , even the inside lining 
of the gizzards of poultry. Calves' rennets 
can be bou~ht at the butcher's, ready salted. 
When not immediately wanted, they can be 
hung up and dried, but avoid smoke. These 
rennets are not so good as those prepared at 
home in the following manner. After wiping 
the maw of the calf clean {those from calves 
of a month old are best) put a couple of hand­
fuls of salt in it, and lay it in a jar covered 
with another handful, then secure it from 
the blowfly. In a week or so it can be taken 
out and dried. But it can be made use of 
directly out of the jar. To make the rennet 
liquid, you make a pickle by dissolving as 
much salt as will fl.oat an egg, boil and skim, 
then, when at blood heat, pour three pints 
of the pickle on the maw in another jar 
or jug. In three or four days it will be 
ready for use ; strain and bottle the liquid, 
and cork the bottles tight. Another pint of 
the pickle may be poured on the maw and 
left for eight or ten days. A teaspoonful 
ought to to turn a pint of warm milk in 10 
or 15 minutes. A little trouble will ascertain 
the quantity to be poured out at this rate 
for a larger quantity of milk. 

Now, supposing you have only fifteen 
quarts of milk to work on. As this small 
quantity can hardly have got cold you can 
begin at once to set it with the rennet, but, 
to guard against it becoming too cold, pour 
the first four or five quarts into a tin billy, 
which place in a tin bucket of boiling water 
before the fire ; then, when you have done 
milking, mix the whole together. The 
proper heat of milk for cheese-making is as it 
leaves the cow. 

Fifteen quarts of milk will make three 
pounds of cheese, therefore to colour t~at 
quantity take nearly a quart of th~ nulk, 
which colour to the shade you desire the 
cheese to be, then mix with the whole body 
of milk. The rennet is now added at the 
rate above-mentioned-say, five tablespoon­
fuls. Lay a cloth over the tub, and while 
you are at breakfast the curd will set. In 
about three-quarters of an hour divide the 
curd with three or four transverse cuts of a 
table-knife, and let it remain for a few 
minutes, then, with a small flat dish, press 
the curd a little and lift the whey. The 
more patience you show in this part of the 
process the greater prospect of a good cheese. 
Now, make a few more cuts, pressini gently 
and lifting the whey. Let it stana a few 
minutes at a time, and begin again. Con­
tinue until the curd is exhausted of the 
whey ; slant the tub a little to drain the whey 
to one side. For a large quantity a box 
drilled with holes and placed on two sticks 
across the tub is employed to drain the whey 
off. A void breaking the curd too much at 
the early stage, after dividing it with the 
first cuts mentioned. Then, when you can 
get no more whey, rub the curd in your 
hands until it is small like bread crumbs ; 
again, here for a large quantity a curd­
chopper is used, or a hand-mill for the pur­
pose. "'hen sufficiently crumbled, add and 
mix carefully salt at the rate of half an 
ounce to the pound of cheese expected. Al ways 
bear in mind, five quarts of milk for a pound 
of cheese. When salted, lay it by, covered 
with a damp cloth, in a cool place, 
for the next day's curd to be well mixee1 
together. The second day's milk is treated 
in exactly the same manner as already 
described. The total will make about six 
pounds of cheese. A cheese-cloth dipped in 
whey and wrung dry is first placed in the 
cheese-vat, and then filled with the curd ; lap 
the ends of the cloth neatly over, and over 
all the lid of the vat, slightly pressing 
it into the vat. See that the lid is not too 

small. When held in the vat it must be 
able to pass freely up and downt.say not less 
than the eighth of an inch smauer than the 
vat. You now place the loaded vat in the 
press. A bu h preas can be made very well 
by making a hole in a stump to place therein 
the end of a long pole, to be weighted when 
required at the end with heavy stones. About 
a foot from your stump place a block of wood, 
level, whereon to place your vat . Have ready 
some thick chunks of wood to lay across the 
lid, then place the lever square on them. A 
little practice will be required here to get into 
the way of pressing the lid straight down. 
'l'he chunks of wood must be short enough to 
follow the lid into the vat. But only the 
weight of the lever must press first; indeed, 
for a 61b. cheese a short lever of 8ft. or 10ft. 
will be heavy enough for the first day. The 
vat must be examined carefully to see that 
the pressure is square on the lid . Next 
morning the cloth is changed, and the vat 
again put under the lever. The first weight 
may now be added to the lever, another in 
the evening . Shade the vat from the sun. 
The lever pressure must be continued for 
three or four days, or until the cloth comes 
out pretty dry. It must be changed every 
morning. It may be done in the evening, too. 
In choosing cheese-vats for a small dairy 
preference should be given to those that are 
deep and not very broad. The vat for a 61b. 
cheese should be about 7in. across and 8in. 
deep. Any curd over may be kept until the 
next day. The place where the manufacture 
is carried on must be kept scrupulously clean; 
bad smells from sour whey spilt on the 
ground or :floor must be avoided. The room 
must be well aired ; if possible, a window or 
opening to be opposite the door. A fireplace 
is an advantage, for fires in winter or damp 
weather. The outside of the new cheeses is 
sometimes improved by rubbing them over 
with salt butter, and filling up any cracks 
that appear ; if not filled, the small black fly, 
parent of the hooper maggot, will lay its eggs. 
It is necessary sometimes to bind a cloth 
round a cheese when taken out of the vat 
to be dried on the dairy shelf ; a couple of 
pins will fasten the cloth. Have plenty of 
vats. There are no doubt many little things 
to be attended to which at this moment 
escape me, but the learner must use his own 
intelligence. ______ CHOPPER, 

VJOTORIA.N GIGAN1'10 FOSSIL 
AN/MA.LS. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE ARGUS. 
Sir,-! beg to announce in your column!! a 

very interesting addition to the National 
Mneeum collection, which we owe to the kind 
offices of Dr. Greeves, who has on former 
occasions greatly enriched the mueeurn with 
fossil bones. The present 11.ddition is a small 
series of four ~pecimene found at Murchill 
Stalion (belonging to Mr. John Dell), pre­
sented by Mi-. Charles Dyson, of Market­
square, Geelong, through Dr. Greeves, and 
giving evidence of two gig11.ntic animald of 
great ra1ity in Victods, and of which the 
national collection had hitherto no examples. 
The largest e.pecimen is a fragment of the 
posterior part of the left ramus of the lower 
jaw, with the last molar tooth, of the .Noto· 
therium Mitchelli, au extinct gigautic marsu-
pial herbivorous animal, as big as a bullock 
in the body, intermediate between the 
kangaroo and native bear in nffi.aitiea, not 
hitherto known to occur in Victoria. Im­
mediately wi.th this specimen were two gr.:iat 
canine teeth about the size of tbose of a tiger, 
and nearly the same shiipe of root, which is 
coarsely sulcated longitudinally, the conical 
crown b h1g worn down obliquely by use like 
tho. e of a very old Ta!:lmanian d~vil (sar­
cophifu., ursinus), specimens of bich c:m ba 
1:1een in the case on the left ha11d of the en­
tra nce to the gallery in the National Ma~sum 
building at tho nar of the universit .~. These 
teeth are of tha highest possible interest to 
the Austrnlian geologist and zoologist, as 
they are the first remains of this part of the 
extinct gigantic carnivorous mar,;upial the 
Thylacoleo camijex which have ever bJen 
found, and they help to prove tht:3 truth of 
Professor Owen's rngg stion, that ut the time 
when the gigantic Di'protodons nototherium 
liv d in Australi there was a powerful car­
nivor large enough to tear them in piects, and 
prevent their undue increase, most ne rly re 
lated in sava:ze di~position and general struc­
turo to the Tasmanian dtvil above reforrad 
to, but about a third larger than the largEst 
livi ng lion. With thanka to Mr. D.rson for 
his interesting d<lition to the national col­
lection, I have the honour t :l b:>, Sir, 

Yom obedient humble FeT\'J\nt, 
Fl'EDERICK M'COY, 

Dinctor of Musen'Jls. 
'ational Masrnm, :\IclbournP, A•1g 2~. 

r 
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:r.a.mpa.s in Horses. 
TO THE EDlTO:R OF TflE CHRo,·1cLE. 

Sir,-As the cruel cu stom of scoo p­
mg out with n. red-hot iron the 
lampns in the mouths of borses is so 
common that it is looked upon with 
the same unconcern as did the fish­
nonger who excused himself for skin­
ning living eels on the plea that t}1ey 
were used to it, I am compelled to 
warn tbe p:iblic of the illegality of this 
bar barous operation . At the time you 
kindly inserted in your journal my 
letter on Cruelty to Aniu.als, I "\Vas 
not quite certain that the .A ct of tlrn 
Victorian Pat•liament rendered it il• 
legal to scoop out the ]ampas with a 
hot iron. bince then I have written 
to the Society in Melbourne, and re­
ceirecl from Ir. Thomas Lntham, the 
Inspector, a note containing the fol­
lowing extracts: - " With respect to 
the lttmpas, I may inform you that 
'burnina' is punishn.ble under Sec. 23 
of Polic: Offences Statute, as it comes 
undor the head of ' cruell.v abu.·ing, 
or t orturing .1 

,, Also," Bm·ning for the 
lampas has never I een sanctioned 
at any of the Teterinary colleges in the 
United Kingdom, no r by any mndern 
veteri nary author in the English lan­
guage .,, 

I am sure th at af te r this statement 
no vcterina rv or blac ksmith will be 
foolisl1ly prev i iled npon by ignorant 
own"rs of ho rses to render themselves 
liable to a" penalty of twenty p• unds 
or t\vo months' imprisonment." Bettet· 
far that they should lose the custom 
of such ignorant and unfeeling bar· 
barians.-Yours respectfully , . 

JAM.ts Dd..WSuN, 
Honorary Agent of the Society for the 

Prevention of Cruelty t,1 Animal::;. 

WHY ARE THE GUM TREES 
DYING'! 

TO THE EDITOTt OP THE AUSTR.\L.\SI.\N. 

, ir,-Rf'ferring to my lf:!tters headed as 
above, which appeared a.short time ago in 'J'fte 
A !!1;f,·alu,ia11, it hns occtared to me to be de-
1>1rabltl that the localities in which the ob,,erv­
ations were made on the above question 
Lould be ~pecified. Going by train from 

Gcdo11g to B, llarat, the trnvcllcr will notice, 
two or tbn ·t: milt-s befc.•re reaching the Leth­
b1idge railway station, a.large 1mrnl>er of dead 
tree t1etcbi1," away to tbc west of the liue. 
This is the ·phere ot operations in which the 
small co11p1r,coloured beetle has l>een found 
committini.: his depredations . After passing 
the )lcrcdith rnilway station al>out a mile, 
the tiavtller will untict: the trees to the we t­
ward are dying, a.u<l this ob crvation may be 
continued over aspaceof about two miles . Tne 
line of dead and dying trees extends upwards 
to the Woodbourne Creek and the Cargeri 
Creek. It is here that the writer made hi, 
ob ervations teu<ling to show that the opos­
i:,um is largely respou ·iblc for the destruction 
of the trt!e ·. 

With regard to the question of timber 
having bct!n formerly on areas that are now 
destitute of it, the following fact has 
come under my notice through correspondence 
with a friend. In digging up Rome black­
fellow··• o,·ens on tbt: plains to the wei:,tward, 
my informant <li'co,·1::red that tbe a:;hcs ,vere 
tmmixed with charcoal. He aud myself had 
dug into numbers oi ovens, but we invarin.bly 
found large quantitie of chan::oal throughout 
the entire mound, so far as we dug. In these 
latter cru,es the forests tbat ~upplied the fuel 
were all around . In the case of the ornus ou 
the pl11im. tht-ru is now no timber witbin 
many miles. Cmiou. ly corre~ponding to this 
fact i.:, the absence of charcoal in the heaps of 
asbe~. WLa , tben. dill the black.,, u c for 
fuel~ The O\ ens, consi tiug ol ly of a. he,, 
are dt '-C'tibt:d as 1; umerou-., alon;; the margin 
of a l:il~t'. aud of !!rcat ize. 'I'ht>re mu: t surely 
be t me uf the old. l:Oloui.:ts who are a.blt! to 
tl row li.,,ht on ~uch a point. S<:>me of the 
old cumpmio11 of Ll'idinrdt am ~till to the 
fore a~u1g,;~ us, perhaps th y can clear up 
tlw 111i1nt.- lour:;, , ·c., ~\I. 

:\la1ch H. 



THE LATE MR. ROBERT' 
HODDLE. 

------ :.r. I 
The death of Mr. Robert ffoddle at the ad­

vanced age of 88 removes from us a gentla­
man so intimately associated with the founda.· 
tion of Melbourne, as to deserve the honour 
of a. civic funeral. For he it was who laid 
out the city, and who, with a fortunate fore­
sight, plotted its principal streets of such a. 
breadth as to befit the dimensions of a large 
metr-0polia and to obviate the necessity £or 
that enormous outlay which has had to be 
incnrred by the corporations of London and 
other old-world cities, in the purchase of 
valuable property to be razed to the ground 
for the purpose of widening their leading 
thoroughfares. 

It was on Monday, the 20th of February, 
1837, that Mr. Hoddle, who was then an 
official in the surveyor general's department 
in New South Wales, received an intimation 
from Sir Richard Bourke, the then Governor 
of that colony, that he must hold himself in 
readiness to embark with His Excellency for 
Port Phillip, on the Wth of the same month, 
The party went on board, however, on the 
21st, and it consisted of Sir Richard Bourke ; 
Captain Hobaon, of H.M.S. Rattlesnake; 
Captain King; Captain Hunter, the Gover­
nor's military secretary ; Mr. H. 0. Holden, 
his private secretary ; Lieutenants Richards, 
Henry. and Symonds; Mr. Pope, the master 
of the vessel ; and M.r. Brown, the purser. 
It was not until the 2nd of March that 
the party reached their destination. 
Nor had the run round been altogether 
destitute of incident, for on the 23rd of Feb. 
ruary, when off Cape Howe, the vessel spoke 
the emigrant ship Lady Macnagbten, from 
Ireland, on board of which typhus fever had 
broken out, and no less than 57 of the pas­
sengers had sacc11mbed to the epidemic. She 
was furnished with supplies, and continued 
on her course to Sydney. 

Upon landing at the spot selected for 
a settlement by Batman, which had 
previously borne the name of Bearbrass, 
Sir Richard Bourke and his party were 
met and welcomed by the whole of 
the inhabitants, consisting of between 60 
and 70 families, most of whom had arrayed 
themselves in their "go-to-meeting" clothes, 
and who felt that a great day had arrived for 
the little township. The Governor approved 
of the site, and Mr. Hoddle was appointed to 
take charge of the Survey department. One 
hundred allotments were directed to be mea­
ijnred and offered for sale ; and who would 
i,.ot wish to be the fortunate possessor of one 
of them at this moment ? Sir Richard 
bestowed the name of Melbourne on the 
embryo city, and gave his own name to the 
surrounding district, subject to Her Majesty's 
approval, which was afterwards obtained, 
and Mr. Hoddle also perpetuated the 
Governor's name in connexion with 
what has since become one of the main 
arteries of Melbourne traffic. The parallel 
streets were named in honour of Captains 
Flinders, Collins, and Lonsdale {the first 
police magistrate of the settlement), and Mr. 
Latrobe, the first superintendent of Port 
Phillip. Seven allotments were also marked 
out on the site of what is now Williamstown . 
because " stores and commercial establish­
ments were likely to be soon formed there." 

On the 9th of March Sir Richard Bourke • 
and suite made an excursion into the in­
terior as far as Mount Macedon, the nea.I.1est 
point of Major Mitchell's survey, and a 
sketch-map of the country lying between this 
and the bay was forwarded to the Colonial 
Office. At the time of Sir Richard's visit the 
population of Port Phillip was estimated 
at not Iese than 500 souls ; there were 
already 100,000 sheep depasturmg on the 
natural grasses of the colony ; the Customs 
revenue for the preceding quarter had 
amounted to £329; and the Governor was of 
opinion that the settlement would increase 
rapidly in numbers and wealth. Meanwhile 
Mr. Boddie and his three assistants, Messrs. 
Darke, D'Arcy, and Russell, were hard at 
work defining the outlines, fixing the boun­
daries, and marking the comers of the 
streets, and when Sir Richard Bourke re­
turned to the infant settlement on the 21st 
of March, he found matters had advanced 
considerably during his absence, and ex­
pressed his satisfaction with the progress 
that had been made. 

The alignment and future levels of the 
streets were made and the necessary notices 
issued to those who had selected or occupied 
sites that they must regulate their buildings 
accordingly, some of these being far above 
the future roadway. In fact, about 20 years 
ago we remember to have seen upon the south 
side of Bourke-street east a primitive cottage 
perched upon a. bank, to the front door of 
which access had to be obtained up a. high 
flight of steps. Mr. Hoddle returned to 
Sydney on the 31st of March, and left it again 
for Melbourne on the 20th of May. He 
arrived on the 30th, and on the lat of Jane 
the first la.nd sale took place. There 
were, as we have said, 100 allotments in Mel­
bourne and seven in Williamstown. Each of 
the former contained half an acre, and the 
upset price was £25. In an early volume of 
.Melbourne P imch will be found a pretty accu­
rate description of the event, from the 
" Australian Double" of Chades Dickens, 
in which we are told that a dead silence 
succeeded the first bid for the allotment on 
which the Bank of Australasia now stands. 
"Who will offer an advance on the upset 

, price of this valuable allotment?" said the 
auctioneer. 11 Remember it's the principal 
street of the principal township in Port Phillip, 

1 

why, gentlemen, Melbourne '11 be a little city 
some day, with four or five thousand inha. 
bitants, a mayor and a corporation-[J oe, 
fill Mr. Batman's glaas]-and the stocks e.nd 
a watchhouse, and everything to make us 
comfortable. Any advance upon £25 for this 
capital half-acre allotment, corner of Collins 
and Queen streets ; title from the Crown; 
deposit only 10 per cent ; and not many yards 
from the river. [Joe, open another bottle of 
brandy.]" The narrative goes on to say, that 
under the exhilarating influences of the 
liquor, the bidding became quite spirited, and 
the lot was knocked down for £80. The de• 
posit was paid, but before the month came 
round in which the purchase was to be com­
pleted, the buyer repented of his rashness, 
and forfeited the £8 rather than pay the 
balance! 

The sum total realised by this land sale was 
£3,842. On the 9th of June Mr. Hoddle was 
enabled to prepare a detailed plan of the city 
he had laid out, and on the day following he 
was engaged-to quote from his own diary­
in II marking a Government reserve around 
the town of :Melbourne, four miles ; also in 
measuring one mile north from Batman 's• 
hill, to fix section lines." With respect to 
Flinders-lane, Little Collins-street, and the 
other narrow thoroughfares, we learn from Dr. 
Thomas Black.that he was informed bytbelate 
Admiral King, they were laid out at Sir 
Richard Bourke's suggestion, and contrary to 
Mr. Hoddle's advice, in order to enable the 
occupants of the principal frontages to drive 
their cows into their back yards ! In those 
days, there was tolerable grazing in some 

1 parts even of Collins-street. 
Mr. Hoddle lived to see the town­

ship he had surveyed expand into a 
city, containing, with its suburbs, a 
population of 275,000 souls, and to wit­
ness within a period of less than half 
a century the congregation of nearly a. 
million of people upon a. territory which, in 
1837, numbered a.bout 500 inhabitants. As 
the first Surveyor-General of the settlement, 
he belongs to the history of Melbourne more 
especially, and his death has deprived us of 
one of the few remaining links which unite 
the present generation with that to which he 
himself belonged. His name will survive in 
connexion with a street in Collingwood, and 
be will deserve to be held in grateful remem­
brance by the people of this city for the 
reasons we have given at the commencement 
of this article, 

s \LM O AND TROUT IN T.1.\Sl\IA.i:TIA. 
H obart T wn Tas1nanin., :February 26, 1 "G9. 

Sr .,- A · I know you <,1nnot be inditfer nt to the 
remarkably ·ucccssful int roduction of thu salmo_n, trout 
and y rious other kind of fresh-wafor fi.-;he m~o the 
southern hemisphere, I cannot do better now smce I 
, m on th spot, tlrnn I you l~o v how matters stand 
with the bes t of those nds-v~., the salmon ucl tro~t 
-introduced into some of the nvers and lakes of tlu 
l,eautifu l islaud . ,vith rcgnrtl to the_ return. cf tho 
ealmon to the rh'er, tho;;e best ncquamttJd with. the 
matter have not the slir1htcst doubts. 'l'wo year:i smce, 
in anliwer to a letter f , Tote to Ra.mshottom on tl_w 
snbject, he r<'plietl that _" if vc1· he im,;v. a. s ~?n m 
his lifotime h , w one m tl10 Derwent ; it came close 
to bbl fel:!t, nnd tumed over on its f-ide, ns if purposdy 
to show itse lf ." Last imumn, numbers were seen pro­
ceedinr, up · and this one a goo<l many have been 
repor~ d by : Dr Oftl er a h:n i.ug been seen 3o long 
w11.y abovo the pond,,;, ,"tnpidly, no nets havo 
been in rendin s to c: tch some , and c nsequently 
there is gretit doubt 011 the part of tho 
public of their ever ho.viug r turned. A bout 
the trout ther1:: is not tho i;lighte t doub~, for 
la.st year I had on in my hands 1:_l to 1-1 mches 
long , and at le:1.st :3 lb. in weight. And , to make sure 
of my st atement. I latcly procm·cd from a r Ir Alport, 
of th'is city, th•? following :-

" The ova of the saimon and trout left :F'almouth on 
tho 28th January 18G4, nuder the cll3r_,;e of Mr 
nrunsbottom alltl was pla c1l in the sail mun pom!s at 
the Ri,·er l'l;nty, in 'l'asnumfa, on the :31 t .1. pril. 'l'hc 
first :.ahnon w:w hatched on thl' 4th May, ami the firi-t 
trout on the 5th, lSud. About t.he 1 t O tnh~•r 18G , n. 
trout weigliiug upwar,ls of 9 lb .. , auJ mc_11,surrng a.bout 
i2 fochcs lung, ·was caught ,, 1th a net m the Plenty. 
Fonr months aftcrwrds, t\ ,rsh of trout heing wante d 
fot' a dinner to be ginn to llis E ·cellL•ncr Go,crn or 
Drown, on his tlt:pnrturc frvlll the. colony, _tW!) fish Wl'. r \ 
cau .. ht , ... -ith a hook in the same 1-iver, w1ng-l11n" re,p cc­
tiYely u and a lb. ; and other t wo were t:i,k1:u out of th 
ponds , weighing together 7 Ih.-malciug an aggreg:i,to of 
18 Ih." , 

I fately visited the sl\lmon ponds, :md WM delighted 
to see in that oueallot,ted to breeding trout, s me of the 
finest fishes I evrr beheld, in ~int of condition. 'l'hey 
came up in scores to the p1.'face 011 a handful of 
maggots being thrown in. 

In another pond I saw numhern of se::i.-trout quite as 
fine, and in t he Jong l'ace intended for the salmon fry 
(, hen th y get it) there was still a. yonng salmon, n?w 
nearly five years' old, and nbout one foot long, wh1ch 
preferred remaining niter 1 its friends had gone to the 
sen. I am not ·ufficientl wrll-informed in the growth 
of the trout to j udge of the rapi<lity of those uow in the 
Derwent, but imagine that 9~ lb. in le:,s than four yea.rs 
must he very good. Of tho sea-trout I had no 
opportunity of j 1dginq"~ but they looked farge., and are 
said to have grown weu. 

I wa.s 11uit pleas._tl with th~ Derwent, which i. cleep, 
n.nd nayigable to New Norfolk (twenty-five miles above 
Hobart 'l'own), where the tida l waters terminate, after 
which it fa a rapid stream about the size of t he 'l'weed 
at Selkirk, with steep, scrubby, rocky haul~ in ma1i.v 
placCf.l, and, ns fo.r a5 I saw. very unfavourable for rod 
fishing on account of the difficulty of following a fish. 
It is sup plied with cool water from numerous lake;;, 
some of which are lar({e and of gr~at d~pth, even up to 
300 fathoms. These lakes are embedded amongst very 
high snowy mountains, from which, in the hottest 
weathor, a constant stream of icy water vours down . 
.,_ s fi r as I can judge of it, I do not tl11nk a better 
salmon river xi ts in the southern hemi phere; and if 
the fish have really returned this season, there will in 
future be no difficulty in supplyiugallsuitable river. on 
this side the equa tor. 

I understand it to be the intention of the TMmanian 
Govemment to maintain the breeding ponds in the same 
way as those in Britain aud Ireland, that an mmun.l 
supply of young fishes may be kept up-a nec~ssity 
much more requisite here than in Europe in couse11uencc 
of tbe millioM of small cormorants, pelicarui, and other 
winged enerujf; infesting tho lakes an rivcrs.-I am..L 
&c. (__la.:m.e s ll<-i.wsan · J. J:J 

EJ.rni.s ler to Olcl 1N011.l,"l}l 
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I ~IG TREES AT THFJ EXHIBITION. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE ARGUS. 
Sir -Among all the wonders and novelties 

to be' exposed to the gaze of strang~rs in our 
forthcoming Exhibition I do not thmk there 
has been any provision made to give them an 
ocular conception of the magnitude of . SOIJ?e 
of the trees which are at present growmg m 
the mountain regions of this colony. . . 

With the exception of a very few scientific 
gentlemen, it is not to be expected. that any 
person will take the trouble and fatigue to go 
to these trees ; and as verr few of ourselves 
can have any idea of their size, I have to 
suggest that a competent person should. be 
sent to car&fully measure and ma.»e a. x:awing 
of the binrel of the largest known eucalyptus 
amygdalina. This d~ne, "Jt would. be· a very 
simple and comparatively mexpens1ve process 
to erect in the Exhibition grounds a facsimile 
in light ~ra~~wo~k, covered mth canvas, and 
painted m 1m1tat1on of the bark. 

I would furth~r suggest that the model be 
not more than 30ft. high or so, and that it be 
utilised as a refreshment-room if necesaary.­
Youra, &c., 

Se-pt. 3. 
L:.a ,,,,,_,. 

GIANTS OF THE GROVE. 

In a letter published in The .Argus of the 
12th inst., Mr. Clement Hodgkinson, who has 
always ta.ken great interest in the subject of 
Victorian timber, makes the statement that 

1 
a Government surveyor has measured a 
eucalypt on Mount Baw Baw which is 471ft. 
in height, The circumstance is of interest, 
because authentic measnrementa a.re ra.re1 

and the question where the grandest or tallest 
tree on the face of the globe is to be found 
has been much discussed of late. For years 
the :supposition was that nature had done 
her utmost in the " big trees" of California, 
but more recently the claims of the Aus­
tralian eucalypt have been insisted upon. It 
seems certain that the two new countries 
have the issue to themselves. The following 
list of generally accepted heights will show 
how completely the indigenous vegetation of 
other lands is out of court :-

The elm •.• 60ft. to 80ft. 
The oak • • • • 60ft. to 100ft. 
Pinus insignus.. 60ft. to 100ft. 
Himalayan cedar . . . • 200ft. 
Sequoia gigantea, or big tree 

of California • . . . . . 200ft. to 325ft. 
Eucalyptus amygdalina, or 

giant gum -~ 250ft. to 480ft. 
The mere statement of the height conveys 
scarcely an adequate impression of the enor, 
mous altitude of the tall trees in question. 
It has been suggested to erect a Jae simile of 
one of the giant gums in the Exhibition­
garden. A lively idea of the stature of the 
tree is obtained by remembering that the 
Exhibition dome attains an altitude of 
220ft., so that the top of the dome would not 
be half-way up the gum of .Mount Ba.w 
Baw. 

The Australian claim is based upon the 
gum known as the eucalyptus amygdalina, 
variety regnans, a tree closely allied to the 
peppermint and messmate. It is one of the 
most prolific of all the eucalypts in the 
peculiar volatile oil obtained from these 
tieee, and it supplies a splendid timber for 
battens, shingles, palings, &c., and hence in 
accessible · parts the fine specimens a.re 
deomed to speedy destruction by the splitters. 
Confident statements have been made that 
in favoured situations the giant gum obtains 
a. height of 500ft., just as equally confident 
assertions have been published that the 
sequoias of California run to 450ft. Local 
testimony is apt to be swayed by local 
feeling, but the subject was recently investi­
gated by a professional man on his tra.vela, 
Mr. R. Abbay, who communicated his results 
to] the Gardeners' Ckronicle. Mr. Abbay 
dealt with the subject in a careful and im­
partial spirit, and as his statements as re• 
garde Australia are perfectly accurate, we 
may trust him also as regards California. He 
visited Fernshaw to view the celebrated 
white gums of that spot, and he also visited 
the sequoias, or " big trees" of California. 
As regards his own Fernshu.w observations, 
he says 11 considerable numbers of trees 
attain a height of over 300it, but none, at 
least in this neighbourhood, reach 400ft." He 
adds:-

"The ch~ef feature of these trees, and in ttl'l.rked 
contra.st with the 'big trees' of California, is the ex• 
traordina.ry gracefulness of their stems. In the case 
of one oftbe tallest trees that C saw, probablv con­
siderably more than 800ft. in height, and the most 
irraceful timber tree I had ever met with, the girth at 
5f~. fro1;0 the ground was only 13ft. This tree had 
ev1dent1y been drawn upwards to the sunlight by the 
shacle its neighbours cast upon it, and the trunk had 
through this cause been for a long time devoid of 
branches for about two-thirds of its length, until 
either accident or the axe of the woodcutter had let 
in the light, when many branch~ of foliage had burat 
from the stem, one or two of them being at no great 
distance from the ground." 
Mr, Abbay passed a number of the smaller 
trees which had fallen down, not the veri, 
table giants, and he found that their usual 
measurement was 240ft., and the giants, he 
assumes, should be credited with an addi­
tional 100ft. of stature. These dimensions 
can be checked by any casual visitor, for 
within a stone's throw of the Fernshaw Hotel 
the Watts is bridged by a dozen prostrate 
eucalypts, whose trunks can be readily 
stepped from end to end. If Mr. Abbay 
had made his inspection at a favourable 
season he would have found the " most 
graceful timber tree which I have ever seen" 
invested with a new cbarm. The tree sheds 
its bark and appears in a coat of silvery 
glistening white, so that in places the 
eucalypts will stand like a row of marble 
columns, and the poet might fancy that the 
far off tops supported the blue heavens. 

• . • "We receive but what we 2ive, 
And in ourselves alone does nature live." 

There are sightseers to whom the tall 
trees are but tall trees, and there are others 
who cannot gaze upon such spectacles as they 
present without a deep awe and a hushed 
admiration. The real giants have of course 
to be looked for. And a tree that runs to 
height will not show the girth of smaller 
trees, which will, however, contain as muoh 
timber by virtue of their massive buttressed 
trunks. An appreciation of these facts will 
save sightseers from disappointment. 

The Black Spur timber is famous because 
it is readily visited, and not because, gigantic 
as the trees are there, they are at the head of 
their tribe. Putting aside all travellers' , 
stories, Mr. :Abbay gives a few official records. 
One giant gum was measured near Mount 
Sabine, in the Cape Otway ranges, and 
selected from among numerous other giants to 
dispose of some doubts as to dimensions ex­
pressed by the late Professor Wilson, of the 
:Melbourne University. This one was 375ft. 
to 378ft. long from the ground to where the 
top had been broken off long before by the 
wind, the 3ft. being doubtful on account 
of the uneven nature of the ground at the 
base. It was estimated by the surveyors that 
40ft. at least had been broken off the top, 
that iii, it would have been 40ft. longer if the ' 
tree had been intact when it was felled. The , 
average diameter just above the spurs or 
buttresses was 17ft. 3in., and 15ft. 3in. where 
it was cut through for felling. This was 
not considered as one of the largest trees. 
Baron Von Mueller wrote to 1\!Ir. Abbay: "The 
highest eucalyptus actually measured in Dan­
denong was 420ft. high, and I got one 
measured nearly as high at the Upper Yarra 
and the Upper Goulburn Rivers, the trees 
being eucalyptus amygdalina, var. regnans. 
A eucalyptus at Dandenong also was 
205ft. to the first branch, and 365ft. 
to where the top was broken off, the 
diameter of the broken part being 3ft." 
The 420ft, tree had fallen, and it was mea­
sured by l\'Ir. D. Boyle. The quantity of 
timber supported by the soil where these 
large trees are found is also remarkable. 
Mr. Percy Hodgkinson, when secretary 
of the state forest board, noted the 
growth on one acre of ground at the 
head of the Wori Yallock Creek, and he 
found that the plot contained 20 eucalypts 
of a height of 350ft. and 38 sap­
lings of a height of 50ft., and these trees 
emerged from a dense undergrowth of lar11:e 
fern.trees, musk, dogwood. &c. On this sub­
ject u.nd in reply to an inquiry, Mr. Clement 
Hodgkinson writes us as follows :-

" 'l'he following conditions are requisite for 
the attainment by the eucalyptus amygdalina 
of its maximum dimensions :-1. Soil of 
exceptional depth and richness, on slopes 
of sheltered mountain glens. 2. Very 
great average rainfall on such slopes. In 
the mountain ranges of felspar porphyry 
in the watershed of the Upper Yarra the 
soil is of wonderful richness and depth, 
and the rainfall thereon is much more than 
twice as great as the rainfall in the Melbourne 
district, so that during the height of summer 
the hill-sides are reeking with moisture, and 
the gullies are traversed by permanent and 
copious streams of water. In such country 
eucalyptus a.mygdalina towers up to a won­
derful height out of subordinate groves of 
beech {erroneously called myrtle-tree), black­
wood (acacia melanoxylon), musk, sassafras, 
fern-tree, &c. Tb'.efinesttrees aboutFernshaw 
ha_~e been felled by woodcutters engaged _in 

splitting for the Melbourne market, as the 
tallest and shapliest eucalyptus amygdalina 
yield the best palings. The trees left in the 
locality, however, give some idea of the 
growth of the amygdalina. In order, how­
ever, to see trees of specially large dimen­
sions, it is necessary to take a rough journey 
on foot some miles up the Watts beyond 
Fernshaw, and then ascend some of the 
gullies trending to the stream." 

The Californian sequoia are comparatively 
few in number and are well known, as they 
are only to be found in a few isolated groves. 
Our giants abound and new discoveries are 
constantly made; and it is quite possible 
that in the many valleys whose solitude has 
yet to be broken into by man, the real vege­
table giant of the globe will b"e discovered. 
Mr. Abbay says :- · 

" The Mariposa is the most southerly of the eight 
groves in which sequoia glgantea is found. It con­
tains by far the biggest trees as regards girth, the Big 
Grizzly, the largest of all, being 93ft. 7in. in c\rcum- . 
ference. The loftiest trees, however, are in the Cala­
veras-grove, where four of the tallest attain to over 
800ft. in height-viz., 325ft., 819ft., 815ft., and 307ft.; 
these trees are 40ft, 4:5tt., 61ft., and 4.7ft. respectively 
in circumference." 
The statement that the sequoias attain a 
height of 450ft. is apparently based upon the 
dimensions of a fallen tree in what is called 
the " Mammoth Tree Grove," A writer in 
the Kew Mi8cellan'Jf says the •' father of the 
forest" has long smce bowed his lofty head 
and lies prone on earth. He still measures 
112ft. in circumference at the base, and in 
length can be traced to 300ft. where the 
trunk was broken by falling against another 
tree. At this point it measures 18ft. in 
diameter, and according to the average taper 
of the trees this giant must have reached a 
he~ght of 450ft.'1 The height claimed, it will 
be seen, is an assumption, and Mr. Abbay 
conflhM his inquiries to living timber trees, 
and excludes the dead. 

Mr. Abbay adds-
" The trunk of a sequoia gigantea can scarcely be 

Raid to be beautiful in any sense, so far as regards its 
shape. It tapers regularly from the roots to the very 
top, and approaches in the form of its trunk so dis­
tinctly to a conical shape-as, indeed, is seen in ··many 
of the young sequoias in Englarul-that it is almost 
painful to the eye. The bark of the ' big trees' is of 
an exceedingly rich brownish-red colour, which 
causes them to contrast strongly with the more 
sombre trunks of the surrounding trees. It is also 
very irregular, the vertical clefts in it, produced by 
the natural growth of the trunk, being often 12in. to 
loin, in deptb." 
The wood itself is light and brittle, snapping 
like a carrot, so that the tree is sustained by 
its thick strong bark, and the large speci­
mens are terribly shattered by the wind, · 
while, on the other hand, the giant gum fur­
nishes the splendid timber already described, 
The largest circumference Mr. Abbay ob• 
tained at Fern shaw was 40ft., but in Smyth's 
~old-fields of Victoi·ia (page 27) a fallen tree 
1s photographed whose circumference is 
69ft., while its height was 330ft. This tree, 
with hundreds of others of equal magnitude, 
was felled for splitting purposes. Finally, 
Mr. Abbay's decision is that " the big trees 
of Victoria overtop the sequoias of Cali­
fornia by about lOOft." 

The sequoias have the advantage-so far 
as present discoveries go-in girth. The 
eucalypts are, according to Mr. Abbay, the 
more handsome. The sequoias are limited 
to a few groves. The giant gum is scattered 
over a country, and is found on hundreds of 
hills and in thousands of valleys. 

BIG 'l'REES. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE ARGUS. 
Sir -Under the initials "J.D." you were 

so ki~d as to publish in 'l.'he Argus of the ~th 
of September a letter from me on the su_bJect 
of II Big Trees.'' I wrote that letter with a 
hope, and I may say a ce_rt!3-i_.nty, that the 
commissioners of the E~hib1tion would 3:t 
once adopt a favourable V1ew of ?lY prop~s1-
tion, and take steps to ascertam the Size 
of some of our largest gum-trees, and . by 
means of a full-sized model of a short section 
of pbe largest bring U?der the notice of our 
visitors and the public the wonderful euca• 
lypti of this colony. That letter was _very 
shortly afterwards followed by on~ .r!om 
me to the commissioners of the Exhib1t1on, 
drawing their attention to the subject. ~t 
seems the matter was brought. under theu 
notice, and very recently I received a reply 
from the secretary of the Vegetable Products 
Committee to the effect that, although the 
committee quite agreed. with _me tha~ such an 
exhibit would prove highly mteresting, they 
are unable from a scarcity of fu~ds .and a 
variety of reasons to take any action m the 
matter. I presume the first reason must be 
accepted. as a su~cient e~cu~e, but I feel 
justified m remarkmg that 1t 1s deeply _to. be 
regretted that nearly a quarter of a ~1llion 
sterling should have been spent on a b~1ldm~ L,. -~ 
and_ grounds for the purpose s>f holdmg up~ 
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TREES. 
- 1867 -

lJ 'PRECEDE.ITED p tICE FOR FUIB TREE .-Two 
i:;plendid walnut tre , which were hlown dowu on the 
e,·tate of Otter~tone in the e t of Fife 1 t wi r, 
ha~~ been old for £10~ ach. .., 

REFORMA'l.'10.N OP GRJ,lIINAL 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE ARGUS. 
Sir,-Your le ding articlu of the 28th ult. 

on crime aud its puni:;hruent induc s me to 
• solicit sp::i.co for n. fow rcmarl· · on the ad­

mini tratiou of our law·, or their iu, dequa.cy 
to check oiTcncc · not puni hablu by death. 
'l'hc ne ·p per tc m ith in tancc of tho 
incorribibl propeu -iti •s of our ri ing genera­
tion, which, it not met with somu punish· 
ment com1, t ·ut to bate the growing evil, 
"ill ultiru ly lend to a stat• of matters 
,·ors tlum in New South ,vales. Our judges 
ndmagistl tc end 111alefactor:stoP1intridge. 

Any vi itor to that, tine cstabli ·hment mu t 
be conviuc 'U that to be iucurcemred theru is 
uo great }JUnisbmeut. .. •o phy. ical nffering 
i endured in iti to a great r degre than by 
the bulk of fr e 1 bour r throughout tho 
colony ; the quality of the food is proved by: 
the good condition of the prisoner , who aro 
ccrtain1y not distrc.-. d by ovcr-worl· ; a.nd 
their di ·like to prison life may bu e timn.tcd 
by the frequency of r -committal . It ig 
,·ident, th refor , th, t som 'thin• much moro 
vere than lo· of lib •rty, ccompanied with· 

omforto.blc qu r r and he lthy food, is :r • 
quir d, by that cl particularly which hM 
11ot only lo t all n · of d gradation, bnt re· 
joic • iu it; ud that .. omcthing" ought to 
be the urn.I cc of r cciving a periodical 
do c of physical suffering by u e of ho 
l li. oft-h arted people will feel horror .. 
truck at the proposition, but there is not tho 

slightc t do~bt that the certainty of r cciving 
n sound Hogging-such , i occt 'ionally ad­
tni.uistercd with the cat-o'·nine tail to the 
ncorrigiblcs among t "our gallant defenders'' 

-immediately after ·cntenc · and removal to 
Pe11tridge, would not ouly check crime, but 
r •licvc our prisons and pc1ll'tentiaries of lrn.lf 
their il)mat 'S, more partic11l, rly of that 
juvenile p rtion su1iposed to be still uncon· 
tnminatcd by pri. on companions. uch wa.~ 
found to be the cai c in Glasgow, whcro 
tbe be t police sy. tern in tho world is in 
operation ; and ns an inst ncu of it coming 
uuder my own ob. ervation, se,·en year:1 sincu 
a. '' street Arab" threw a stone at my gig, was 
at once arrested by a policeman, tried by a 
magistrate, immediately flogged, and sent 
home to his mother-no impri ·onment, no 
gaol contamination, on the contrary, such a 
lesson imprc scd on his body and mind as did 
probably scare bim for life from stone-throw· 
mg. That such a. system here would produce 
the same effect no one can doubt ; and as we 
hM·e long sine' arrived at a state of ovcr­
flo ing gaols and r forroatories, costing no 
rnd of money, it is to be hoped that if no act 
docs exist authorising the in!liction of coi-~ 
port·al punishment, one will bo pU! ed next 
tssion of l'arliament, rendering Pentridge 

and the gaol terrors to evil-do 'rs, instead of 
pleasant plnccs to spell and get fat in. 

Yours, &c., J. D. 

THE FIBST WINNOWING 
MACHINE. 

TO TRE EDITOR OP THE AUSTRALASIAN, 
Sir -'AB very few individuals of the pre­

sent generation, on viewing the labour-saving 
machines in our Exhibition, can have any 
idea of the wonderful strides we have ma.de 
in these matters within the memory of living 
men I venture to request the insertion of the 
foll~wing. On looking over some old memo­
randums of stories connected with my re­
lations, and naTra.ted to me over half a cen­
tury ago, I came ?n one abo_ut ~be first 
" winnowing machine " made m Scotland, 
and I may venture to say in Great Britain, 
for Scotland always took the lead in these 
matters. Under the impression that the story 
has never been in prmt, and that it runs 
every chance of being lost, I place it at your 
disposal for publication, if only to show the 
present race of colonial far_!ners how c~m­
paratively recently one of their best machmes 
was invented. Towards the end of the last 
century my mother's uncle, :M:r. Meikle, a mill­
wright and agricultural implement maker in 
Lasswade, near Edinburgh, beinrr of a highly 
inventive disposition, and bearing from som& 
of the captains of vessels trading between 
Leith and Ilolland, that a machine for 
winnowing the chaff from grain had been 
invented by a Dutch mechanic 1 determined 
to go over and get a sight of it, tnat be make 
one and introduce it to his countrymen; but 
to his chagrin and disappointment, on 
arriving at his destination he found the 
<loors of the workshop closed against all 
foreigners likely to pirate the invention. 

Not to be defeated, Meikle dre:i ed himself 
in mechanic's clothes, and with a ha.mmer­
atuck in the belt of his leather a.pron­
blackamith f bion-asked employment. And 

tz5 he was willing to " hold the candle" or 
wield the fore-hammer, be ides being a 
"wandering Scot," not a ram, a1Ji. in Dutch 
sea ports, he was at once engaged by tlle 
foreman of the manufactory. Meikle assumed 
such simplicity and canny ways that no pre­
cautions were considered necessary to exclude 
him from the sanctuary of the winnowing 

machine. On the contr ry, be helped the 
mechanic to con truct one, and uch ~ood 
u e did he m, ke of bi opportunity that in a 
short time he returned to L wade and c m­
pleted a "fanner," quite qu l, if not. sup -
rior, to the Dutch model. 

PreYiou to this time, even the most ad­
vanced a ,riculturi t in ·cotland, and in 
everr other country, depended on the , ind 
to blow the chaff from tl.ie grain; and, that 
every ad ant, e might be ken of a. bre ze, 
the tea.ding were generally built on knoll, 
and the b m containing the threshin -floor 

ere constructed with n 1 r,,e doorway on 
ach ide to droit a free current of air to carry 

the ch, tI away. As the introduction of the 
" fanuer" by Meikle as de tined to obviate 
hi uncertaintr of , ind, and the occasional 

lo~ of time thereby, every intelli •ent farmer 
hniled with delight the advent of the new 
machine. But it w not o with the auld 
wive of the lower order, for, ap rt from the 
blacksmith's bello,v , they looked upon a.ny 
machine capable of r ising the wmd a a 
pu1e invention of "Auld 1'ick's," and on 
corn cleaned by such awful me ns as the 
"D e,·il's wund" a quite unfit for man or 
bea t; nnd such wa the prejudice and the 
excitement cau ed by thi infernal machine 
th t the mealmongers could not sell a pock 
of oatmeal w1til, by stretch of conscience, 
their customer l\ere a ured that tho com 
bad be,~n c,leaned in the u u l way, by" God's 
wund. -1ours 1 ·c., 

Camperdown. JALrES DAWSON. 

Cfld Revolve~ 
~-~ ·: ~ --···~· ;,-~ ,;:;• J 17' /h-., IS I -

Mr. James Dawson bas presented to the 
Pul>lic Library a photo~raph o !\ rQVQl yii}! 

carbine, now in the Antiquarian Sodety'd 
Museum, Edinburgh. Mr. Dawson applied 
to the trustees to lend the carbine for 
the Melbourne Exhibition, but as they 
would not coneent, he, through the kind. 
ness of Sir Wyville Thomson, had several 
photographs of it tnkcn and sent out by the 
last mail. 'l'be carbine was found concealed in 
the thatch of a cottage at Killiecrankie, a. 
defile in Perthshire, Scotland, and is believed 
to have been u ed at the battle of Killie­
crankie, which was fought on the 27th of 
July, lu !l, and at which the celebrated Vis• 
count Dundee-better known as "Claver­
house "-met his death iA. the hour of his 
victory over the forces of "William III. 

THE WATTS RIVER SOIJEME. 

'l'O TBB EDITOR OF THIii ARGUS. 
ir,-llaving read with much interest your 

special reporter's excellent account of the 
propo~ed "W~tts River scheme/ I trust that 
you will permit me, as an ola. colonist to 
record my protest against the further appli­
cati<?n of " Watts" to a stream which is 
de tmed to form the fountain head of 
pure water for the supply of Melbourne 
the origin of which name very few peopl~ 
know, and which ought not to be perpetuated 
on any account. 

Several years since the public must have 
been gratified by the efforts of the then 
Ministry, and particularly by the exertions of 
the Ilon. Robert Ramsay, to substitute native 
Rames for, such as,,'' Cut-throat Gully,'' 

Murderer e Creek, and many others 
equally calculated to impress the outer world 
~1th th~ idea that we are still strongly 
ti~_ged w1~h the blood of convicts and rebels. 
\\ 1th ~ view to the partial removal of this 
u~e!}vinble notoriety I made inquiry into the 
origm of the name of the II Watts" and 
Mr, Donald Ryrie informed me' that 
whe_n be and his. brothers first occupied 
Yermg-44 years smce-th~ established a 
heifer station on a fine stream on the op­
posite side of the Yarra Yarra, and placed it 
under the charge of an assi ned servant 
named Watts, who had been transported to 
Botany Bay for life. Hence the name of 
Watts Creek. Mr. Ryrie also informed me 
~hat a stream called the Badger Creek took 
1ts name from one of his packhorses-the 
"Badger"- hie~ got bogged in it, and so 
thoroughly that 1t had to be pulled out with 
ropes. 

May I suggest that the aborigines of 
Coranderrk should be appealed to and a 
local name obtained from them and applied to 
!he proposed reservoir, as was done in the 
instance of the II Yan Yean," which means in 
B?me native dialects a "pond or lagoon."-
1:our , c,,• ($.RO JAME'"' DAW~ON. 

Feb, 9. ,-, 

/(JS 
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B USllRA.NGllRS I .N OLDEN 1'IJ1 f!J'j. 

TO THE EDITOR OP THE ARGO • 
Sir,-llaving, by your favour, contribute l 

to reminiscences of early bushranging, I 
again solicit your kindnes3 to allow me to 
state my recollections of a case of bush­
ranging in 1837, which I think mttat have 
been the first in then w "settlement." But 
as I did not arrive in this colony till 1S-10, I 
was afterwards indebted to the l\Ieasra. 
ll}rie, of Yerin,,, for the rather scanty p r• 
ticulars of it, and more recently to .1.\Ir. 
Donald Hyrie for a fuller account. Mr. 
Don ld Hyrie was not then at Yering, but 
afterwards joined hie brothers William and 
James, with an additional hertl of cattle and 
flock of sheep, which he brought from 
Manero. 

On the early settlement of Port Phillip 
nearly every settler who came II overland" 
with stock brought his n- igned servanta 
with him, and if Itly recollection serve3 me, 
there must have been at least 20 "ex:ilea," 
as they termed themselves, employed on 
the Yering station. 'fhe e were mostly all 
decent men, who hn.d probably beau 
banished from Great Britain for crimes 
which at the present day would in Victori. 
be punished by a month or two in Peutridge. 
And as a remission of their sentence de• 
pended upon their fidelity to their master, 
they had reason to serve and protect him. 

Notwithstanding, however, the confidence 
the Messrs. Ryrie placed in their men, they 
were nt all times prepared with firearms 
and handcuff::1 to assist in asserting 
their nuthority, amt to maintain it if ne­
lessary, for I have seen ample evidences 
of their power in the well-Jilled g1rn-

. rack. 'l'he attack on such a station 
was based on the belief that the assigned ser­
vants would join the bushrangers in plunder­
ing the establishment, and strengthen their 
11arty. 

With that expectation, two men made their 
appear nee at the hut door of the Messrs. 
Hv rie, each carr,> ing an axe over hie shoulder. 
One of the brothers, attracted by their stra.nge 
appearo.nce, requested to know what they 
"antetl, and w, s told that they were bush-
angers. 'l'his was heard by the other brother, 

who took down a loaded gun and stepped 
out and plnced it in his brother's hand, and 
then fetched out handcuffs, which were 
speedily applied w1 bout resistance. 

No time was lo t in st:!.rting the bush­
rnngers off to Melbourne, handcuffed, and 
secwe under the ~barge of some men. On 
the way, however, one of them refused to go, 
but o:uc of the station hands said, "to ... Iel­
hourne you must go, even if I have to carry 
you on my back." 

Some time afterwards 1\Ir. William R ·rie 
saw these men employed at some Govern­
ment works near Melbourne. 'rhey told him 

c that it was a lucky job for them that they 
'\\ere takeu, as there was no saying what the 
0 nd would have been.-Yours, &c., 

Aug, '27. JA IE DA ,ro:N'. 
.,4..,,._gu.b .. Pf' _,_ T-N•.:.N ---•-•l .. ~ .. --11-., i:.,..,.... 

BUSHRANGING IN OLD Tl.MES. 

TO THE EDITOR O THE ARGUS. 
Sir,-Our fine old colonist, Mr. James 

Daweon, has done a good deed by giving us 
hie account of an exploit which well deserves 
to be remembered. Thie morning it was 
refreshing to tum from yom strlctnree on the 
cowardice shown by our modern gentlemen to 
Mr. Dawson's account of what gentlemen. 
could do and did do 40 years a.go. 

I wish Mr. Dawson could have given us the 
names of all who took pan in this gallant 
exploit. "Hopping Jack" most of us know 
baa long since gone to his fathers, but Mr. 
Fowler is still among ua.-Yours, &c., 

July 29. ~~~~~~NESTOR. 
A,.,,.,..____ "-

BUSllRAKGERS IN OLDE.N TIMES. 

. TO THE EDITOR OF THE ARGUS, 
Sir,-:--" Nestor" in to-day's .A.rgu,a dire~ts 

~tte~t1on to a letter under this head, 
mg m yours of the 30th July from one of 
the be.st of the old lot-the plucky pioneers 
of this colony-who waa renowned for 
hie hospitality " in the merry days when 
we wer~ roung," viz., Mr. Jae. Dawson, 
nephew-m-Iaw of the great African traveller 
Mungo Park. That bushranger was by nb 
means the only man who enjoyed "a goo 
dinner and hot whisky toddy " at his coay 
homestead, as this deponent witnesaetb. 

Mr. Dawson wants the names of the five 
plucky young gentleman squatters (a.mona t 
them the "King of the Devil's River mob") 
who went in pursuit and captured that gan<r 
of ruffians. They were-lat, Peter Snot 
grass; 2nd, Harry Fowler (badly wounded)· 
3rd, James Thomson; 4th, R. Chamberlain; 
and 5th, Gomley. 

The gang consisted of-1st, Williama (shot); 
2nd, 3rd, 4th, Daniels, Jepps, and Fo,garty 
(hanged). Williams, it was stated at the time, 
got a ~all ~hrough his bead {a long shot by C.), 
Just m time to save either 'l'homaon or 
Gourley, who had him down, from being shot 
by him. A dashing young squatter (A. fI ) 
was at 'a later period in this affair covered 
by C. (who relished the smell of gunpowder), 
and on being told to desist, exclaimed, " You 
spoke just in time; I had covered him beauti­
fully." . 

The writer has a vivid recollection of 
~ttending Divine service one Sunday morn­
mg, soon after his arrival in " Port Phillip " 
in '42, at the then "new" wooden church dn 
the . Western-hill (St. James's), when the 
service was disturbed by its being whispered 
that the bushrangera were captured. It had 
the electrifying effect that, about the same 
time, the cry, '' There she spouts," bad atone 
o our western ports, during service at the 
house of the king of the station, oneofour most 
enterprising and public-spirited pioneers, 
now no more. But to return to the bush­
rangers; they were duly triedi found guilty 
and condemned to be hangea by the neck 
un~il they were "dead, dead, dead," and the 
writer saw them conveyed to the Eastern­
hill in _an OJ?en dray, seated, he understood, 
on their coffins, and there hanged outside the 
present gaol. Poor Fowler got a terrible 
sm?,ShiIJg. The ball entered, and of course 
splintered to atoms, the malar bone, passinrr 
out at the zygoma-for which, it is hoped he 
g?t, as he most certainly deserved, a good pen­
sion. 

The busbrangers had surprised Mr. C. H. 's 
homestead. one. morning, just as that gentle­
man and bis friends were about to sit down 
to some superb black duck 1 bagged the day 
before. They " bailed up' all the gentle­
men in a row, and ate their breakfast for 
them, generously allowing them to look on. 

"New chums" are in the habit of thinking 
"old colonists" capable of nothing better 
than smoking black pipes, drinking a decoc­
tion of " jack-the-painter " or "post-and­
rails " out of pannikins, and wearing broad 
leather belts and long beards ; while, in 
reality, Sir, the men of the present are but 
sucklings as compared with them.-Yours, 
&<'., AN OLD COLO ... IST. 

Brighton, Aug. 2. 
,4r9 ••--. 4 ~===~~~ 
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·A correspondent of the Scot.'jma,n who 
dates from Renny-hill, Camperdown," and 
who signs himself as "James Dawson," baa 
~ritte~ to t?~t journal, alleging that 

hornbleatroc1tles and wholesale butcheries 
are now being almost daily perpetrated on the 
aborigines of Australia by black troopers 
commanded by white men, and paid by th~ 
Queensland Government." He goes on to 
say that a squatter, having mentioned to a 
leader of these black troopers that the blacks 
round the station caused him some trouble 
by repeatedly bothering him for flour and 
tobacco, that officer at once made an attack 
on the aborigines, and killed 40 of them. 
The Pall Mall Gaze,tte, in referring to 
this letter, says, "If there is the slightest 
foundation in fact for these allega­
tions, they demand, as a matter of course, 
the immedi te attention of the Home 
Government. But we are bound to say that 
Mr. Dawson's charges are couched in the 
most vague and general terms, and his 
story of the massacre of 40 natives is founded 
entirely on hearsay evidence. Moreover, he 
charges not only the Governor of Queensland 
but the Secretary of the Colonies with • know­
ingly permitting' such cruel deeds.'' The 
P<1;ll_ Mall concludes by expressing the 
opm1on that at any rate the Colonial Office 
should at once see whether there ia truth or 
not in Mr. Dawson's ata.temen • 

t ~,..,.,._ 1!ir T""" "I • , -• 

l 

HORRIBLE MA ORES OF AUSTRALIA.I'" 
ABORIGL E.'. 

Reuny Ilill, Camp rdow:n, ictor 
u tr:ilic, l•'cb ta.ry 1, 1 . 

. Sm,-A twenty-four p· rre pa.mph! t b b en iu 
c1rcul:i.tion in :Melbourne, idori:i., ., nst:ra.li , for tho 
la t six weel.s, ntitled " 'l'he Bbntyre :r i _ionari ; 
Di cr•)Jitnble Disclo:rnr<'3 hy ndrow U irnside, 
F.R.G.:3." Thi· pr.mphlet profes-<!s t di,,clo o the 

I 
nature of misdeed,, of the 0hurch of Scotland mis• 
sion.aries on the hills not for from Lake N yn.strn,, in 
Alric , n.nd lw.R apparently rai cd such a storm of 
·, di~nati in rc:-t Britrull, thu.~ the :British ~> ern-
?leut-'tis said-ha· sent ont c"mpetent men o inq11ire 
mto the charge m:ulc 1iy Mr An 1·ew Ohirnsido :it:ainst 
the o mis:;iou:lries. 1,'7hethc•r these charge be fo1nul 
~o bo true or folw, is of little couscqueuc to the suli­
Ject of this l&tter. Either W:\Y, tho oensation they 

1 • ppear: to liavc produced may justly be comp:i,red to a 
storm m a teapot when accounts of the horriLle atroci­
ties and wbolesalo butchnies now bein~ ~lmost dnily 
porpetl'ated on the al>originea of .Au tr ha nre brongbt 
prominently bofore tlie pnblil! of Great Britain. 
As a loc;.'\l guardian of Victorian aborigines, 
nnd as one who has n.lwa.ya tn.ken a deep in­
tere t in their welfare, I h:we b en solicitP<l to 
a. ~ist in drawing the immediat.., attention of the 
Britit;h public to massacres of tho Qncem;Jand ns1,tives; 
and also to point out that they arc executed iu the 
most cruel and barb11rons manner by black troopcm,, 
mounted and nrmed in the most approved fm1hion, and 
commanded by white men commissioned and paid by 
the Queensland Go,ernment. 

~~w, as I 5!3.n hardly imagine that :my Colonial 
l\1_rn1~try woult1 be permit.ted to 11nge a war of ext r­
n n, Lion against the ab1>rii;innl inhnbitunt.'l of nny part 
of Her Majesty's dominions witbout the 1mnction of 
Her Maj sty's representative, I am compdled to 
cha ge the Governor of Queensland with an u11war­
r: nt d complicity in thcso wicke<l massacre of Her 
l\fajeqty's subjects. Rut this is not all : for I am com­
pelled to accuse the Secretarv of the ColonieiJ of shame­
ful a_ml_ criminal neglect of his <lnty in knowingly 
perm1ttrn~ such cru.-:il deeds; for there is no doubt that 
he iii cognii-:i~t of them tbrouih the nLle and app r ntly 
endless artwlcs he could not po siulv avoid 
obse~vin~ in tho lending journals of Queemland, :md 
nl ·o m those of the othnr Austrnlian colouie ;, Other­
wise-be he who he may-be is nnworthy to be at the 
he:id of the Colonial Office in London· au office <le­
manclin~ his special attention even uow'n to the most 
insi~nificant of tlie g-ronp. 

Of the present Governor of Queensluntl I neither 
!~now ~ho nmne nor character: b1,t thif.1 I am justified 

Im saymg-, thn.t to ~Jave.Iler l\fajesty represented l,y a 
mnn, who cooU.r sits with folded arms while dclibern.te 
1 rn:~n.cres of tdbes of .nborig-inal men, vomen, and in­
fanwi go on, almo t cla.ly, not only tarnishe the lustr1J 
of.the Orown, but brin;r:➔ di:lg-rll.ce on Iler Majesty's 
re1;:i-n. · 

I cannot, however, clos this r.omrounicntion with­
out stating a c:iso which was lately nii.rrat d 
to ~ on relin~>lo nuthorit:,-, and which I fi mly 

1 credit, and belteve to lie ono of scores of t,hc 
1 tnme character r.nd atrocity. " One day a gentleman 

Juntter accommocln.t rl with a ni1,;ht's l9dging a rnrty 
of bl ck tr?op~rs ; their c-0mmanding officer, a ~1hito 
~an~ was invited. to tho hon e. In the evening he 

l inquired ~sul\lly 1£ any blacks were in the neighbour­
hood, and 1£ they were tronble~ome. His host replied 
there wero n. food :nnny np the creek, innocently but l 
unfortunately n<ldmg tbnt they were trouble. ome as 
they bothered him for flour, sugar, and tohucco. ' In 
the i:nornin , nn unnsn l_ firiug Wn'l hen.rd, an,1 im­
med1atcl:v a ,vonnd~d n tn·e rushed into the house nnd 
s:i.id the black troopers were shooting his frientk The 

I gentl.eman ran to the bl. ck's cnmp, but too late to save 
the Ii v s of upwanis of forty nhori¢nes, of all se. es 
and ng-es, who h d b~cn rleliber. tcly put to death by 
ord rs <>l an i_rre ponsible d1it brute, . tini;: unde-r the 

1 or<ler of a still nioro brutal Government," which. to 1 
• u~e the phrase pplied by it to the persect\~u j 

abofr ... j~ e1;13rves to ba djapc1 ed.-I m, &c, 
I .ur~ DA 'IBu • 

- -PhroioLo§lJ --. 

In the wiodow of Mr Mullen's book shop 
may l:e Eeen two er ni l affi iUee of I very 
remarkable kind, The one ekall la that of 
Car }JI,,, e p iJo op er, the other of bi! 
MaJesty elate King Bau.raroe, Tha e 9,pe 

nd eizq. of be d arc ex .ctly alikto, and I 
bould hka some p renolog1r1'\l h:q •iry Into 

t e matter. Because if Y'oir Bani rce'e 
~oddle wa11 physica ly oon tracted upJn the 
lmea of tha owned by the philo:1opb9r 
Cailyle. t becom e of the bump 
tl:eorp ? An I contend that so f ,r 
ae lti is. po sible to investigate tbe m tter hv 
11i companson of bA e wo plctaree it i plal11 
t at th~ tie d of the sage of Cbel:e and t e 
Kiog of ont ahoriginale were bu It pon alro.1-
lor mcdels But then olrot1mst ooi:e make too 

MJ, and Id 1e sa, that if Buu1ar e had be(ln 
hero In nmfries ire initEad of the wU:i of 
Au trarn., te would have ma s i:ood a pbi, 
tiSopb as t e other, , anyrate we m~H 

f~ly. o o, tla\ be wa~ lik i e b ter of 
shm:,, a l t t < u c uldn' get t i it 1 

a bad 1 ~, eaprnny bit or a eixpence with 
bd in 1t. 



CALEnO 7ANS. 

THE DALRIADIC COLO Y. 
From a papc-r rcc.cntly ,·eatl· at the meetin!J oj tltc 

Coical 'ocictp b!f ,Ur James 1Jiackellm·. 

Our earlic_t notice of cotland is from the 
R )tnan,, an older unwritten record is the Celtic 
nnmeq Hcrywh<>ro met with. Ily that rrconl it L 

dear that the langutH!e of Britai11 antl Ireland wa 
Celtic, aml their rdi,.:10n also was the same. The 
Homans tell us the samc 1 and more, th1lt the lan­
gna;c, religion, and cn.'tOnL of the Guul were 
the ,,\me a those in Tiritain: but the Romans 

c lled the inhabitants of cothmd at tirst Cale­
do11ians, all of them. 

Three hundred antl fifty years after the lan<ling 
of Cre~ttr the name Caledonia is dropped, and the 
n mes J>ict<: and ~cot' arc used to <lc~ignatc the in­
habirnnt•. The East si1le being flat and frr1ile, the 
inhal>itant!l c1tle1l down to agriculturr, that i~ 
proved by the other name they l111d, Cruitl111e, tlrnt 
is, corn men, while Pict'! is from the Celtic J>ir, 
a pike, or spear, or ttxe, the weapon-mak(•rs or 
tillers of the grunnrl. The \Vest side bc-ing mnun-
111inous, the n11tives were forced to becomehnntt-r,; 

ntl afterwiu ds : hepherdt-, roaming aho1lt from 
place to µ!see: they there acquired the name 
, 'rot., from the Celtic word sciot or sgiot, a11'1 
~dotach: which means, cnttered or disp•'rsed. From 
the nature of the country they would spr11iul south 
to the ~I ull of Kintvre, and out to the \Vestern 
I-les down to I ·lay)rom which two paints tbt>y 
could see Ireland. 

N ttturally they ,Tonl,l cNss o,·er, and did crosf:, 
and found the conntry 1111 but uninhabited., an l gave 
their name to the country. At first it was ca le1l 
lerne, the ,vc tern I. le from Iar (Gaelic), ,vl'st. 
But that wa- µiven bv the Celts on thiR i;i,le when 
tir t they :aw it; afterward;1 it got the narne Scotia 
from the ·cot who went from Are;ylcshire. 'l'wo 
Homan writers, Orosius and Clau,lian, call it 
'cotia. ,ve find in the North of Ireltmd men tdso 

c:1lled Cruit/me, becau e they en~tiged in a~ricnnl­
ture. ,!o doubt there would be coming an<i going 
bet ~·een the two districts, Ari:ryll and the North of 
Ireland, the race bem~ the same, beside: c0mm011 
ense might teach u that there would be inter­

cour~e and assi t1mcc in the fcurls then common. 
The Romllns, who left Bri1ain in 420, dnri•1~ the 

ime they mcnuon the cots, mention then, a· 
ettlec:l in eotland, ncti vely a. sisting the Pict;: i11 

their rttids on the '011th Britain~, ttnd do not i:i vo 
the slightest hint that they had emigratctl from 
Ireland. Iltid t liere been ttny such in their 1ime 
they would haYe noticed it. The • cotR of tho 
Homans then wer:- not lrislt :,cots but 'cotr.11 ,,·rots. 
B,•de, who is taken as ,m authoritv on the D ilriadic 
i!1rn:,ion of Ari,?yle, ·11y11 that ti1by were the fir. t 
"rots who cnme acros~, though we know from the 
R•iman that there were Scots in the country 
ne rly :!00 year previou,ly. He die,! in 7!35, up­
wardf< of 200 year,; after the Dalriaclic i11va~ion. 
On hi· authority, a huge pile of fiction ht1s be"n 
reared hy the bard~. monk~, and h1stori,rns who 
followe<l, (!i,iug u: a long line of imaginarv :-icoto-
Iri"h kinl!S that never cxistetl. · 

\Ve mi!!ht 11. k how come it that thr•y were 
allowe1l to take q11ict po•"c sion of all Ar~dc and 
I lay? not a word i mentioned to rnclicate a stru!.!gle 
on the part of the nati,•cs. That the na1.ivcs ,, ere 
a brave race i. clear from the te~timonv 0f the 
Homan., an1l yet, if we are to believe Irish monks 
and 8cotch hi tnrian11, they c::ubmitted to a few 
Iri h emigrant ·without striking a blow. Impo. ibl,!! 
Thi· is the land of Fingal and his heroes. No such 
conquest took place I 

That some of them camP- OYer and werP. al1nwccl 
to . ettle peaceably 11mong them is probuhle. Th Pre 
were . ·c0t there before them. t!Jon~h tht•y ,-nllc1l 
them_elve Gael , ur the I omnu 11ml others r L •ct­
them • cot11. fhey were of the s11.mo race or1~111nlly 
t1 the Irish, poke the ame langu l!e, o that wher1 
Columb.a aud hi. folltJ\'' r ettled in Ion!!, the, 
found n people who could untler:tand him. The 
fttct is, the monk.~ wU,erl to mak out that aq Irr.­
land hnd !!iYen w -pu-inu1l teacher-, :-he had a' o 
given u, dYil rn[,.rs. 

In time the t ro natiun~. Pict, and c,)t , ofter n 
good deal of ti_hti I" among thcm~rhec::, hn.<i the 
royttl hou. e unite I i11 nrnrrt11.!e under Kenneth, in 

l:3. A pei1cexb!e union. ttnd thi:i King hcin,l! of tiu~ 
· otch, the countrv c,nne to Le ca lletl in time 
' cotlnnd. • 

The me thin!! h~pp"nccl in latc•r time bP ween 
, co land ntl E.ni,:lnud. b\· nu1rria •e ,Jam • VI. 
be<::lmO Kin.! of En•rlnnrl. h

0

t1t what would l111\ En~­
li'h . a,· if ~r•me ,'cotch runnk~ in11cl out thu r.•,, hnrl 
conquere,l En~lnnd auu glln, it a Ian,;. a the liish 

chro111cl•r .I\·. -~~----- -•~-- J 

Let me gi\'e you a hint not to trust ton nmrl1 to 
mouern a111hnri1ie; .orni> of 0111· m\11 his orin11·1\r 
not clenr. Forduu r te in 13~0, nntl mttkc~ out 
a Scotic p 0 ople in sco land prior to the co uin~ uf 
Fcigu!' . B n\·tr wrot from the Hth to the lfith 
century. Ile complains of lack of m11teri11l. hut 
mnkc np for thnt by fancy. He hegin., like 
,vynron und 1he Irish monk., at the be;iinning ni 
the world. II e trace. : he ::-en ts from the t11111 of 
~foses. G111lilu., I\ Urrl'ittn Prim·c. in the tim~ of 
Moses 10nrrH!1l Scot,\. the dan~htcr of Phanoh, 
nnd !!ne<: to Spain; then tho 8cot~ cRme from Bpain 
to Ir lnn<l, arnl then ~ettlrd in Ilrit111n in ~tW n.o . 
Thi~, of ro11r>1r, is pure fnncy. lie gives a list of 
tho Dalriadic Kiugs. Hi~ history bL'l'.amr. a stand,,r,l 
one with mot1k!-. One of the recent writers on the 
Irish dece.11t of the Scots is the RcY. Mr ,Vhitaker, 
in the '· History of l\fonchester" 11ck11owledgrs that 
the .. cots of Ammiunn~ Marcelli11u~ (A.o.) :140, 
ll'ere 11lrf:'auy settled in Caledonia; th11t the Ho1111m 
authors do not afford an,v hint, of their emigration 
from nnother country, and that nil the acMunt of 
such emiµration, wl:ich hav1• been a ·st>rtetl, or re­
ceived by hish ba.rcls, Scotch hisrorl ,n~ or Engli:h 
antiqnaric~ arc totally farntlou~. 

Gibbon, one of our grCllte;t hi,tnrirn. 
against the Daliiadic Mr narchy. 

XRE FISHERIES CONFERENCE7 
~ 

dea<l 

, At the Fisberv Exhibition Conference yesterday 
a paper was rea.d by Sir James Maitland on fi h 
culture. The hon. baronet, who h-.11 magnificent 
fish-breading eRta.blishment nea.r 'tirJiu7, said bi11 
paper on &J;rrwr,i,d<e included every step connected 
with their &rtificial propagl\tioo. Water, be 
showed, was often too much impregnnted for tho 
auccessful batching ef fish. .He preferred spring 
WAter as being purer and more equable in tem­
pera.tnre, and by it1 use he found incubation, nt a 
temperature of 40 degrees. occupy a.bout 97 daya 1 
fungus at that temperature not beiusr generated 
rapidly. He found bv usin,t larger flow 
of water through the trays during the latter 
stage, 9 per cent. of Lochleven trout 
ova could be hatche1I out mto healthy fry 
at a temperature of 4fi rleg-rf'es. Very nearly 
the same result could be ohts.inetl with .~ahno salur. 
Boxes should contain ten g~llons · of water for 
100,000 Lochleven tr 1t -ova, one-thi,d of th. t 
nnmber of 11:\lmon ov, or oue-fourth oi Ameril- n 
charr, At his ewn e tahlishrnent they reared a.bout 
15, I) Lochleveu trotft. 1) ·cribing lu~w tho 
hatc:1eries should he cnr.stntct d of brick ond r.011-
crct:.e, and the care that shonl<l be taken to exclude 
rats, he laid it doY:n a: :,. principla that the wei •ht 
of fiRh caught in ~n estuary de,P•rnd~ on the number 
ofsmolta turned into the river. Thev could be 
tnrned in at a cost of 6d ea.ch, and on th ir rPturn 
after two years they v, re wort,h in the w&ter 5s 
each. Ten percent., there.fore, onghttoretnrn to pay 
the expeu s of turning ont. ft ,a,s not, howevr.r, 
necl'S8tl,ry to dorend on two-ve r-oid smolt for the 
fnture incre "f fi. herie . :Mr S 1cnc r B:iir<l had 
shown that in river in Cnliforni.t thi>re had been 
an iDcrease from !),000,000 t" 15,000,000lb. weig 1,t 
by the introduction of 2,00ll,000 of 11altnl)n fry. 
Describing the mr.tter wl1ich should be cn11 ider,·d 
in rerrl\rri to stocking rivers with youu~ .~almo1cidre, 
he insi ted on the Ul!C ity of choosing ouly 
ro~ture ii•h as hre<?ders, a the eg s from youn' 
fii-h produced WP.Rkliug • Pa.si<ing, then, on to the 
questfou of acclimati atiou, he l)Ointed ot1t the 
da.n er of introducing such fish as the black h 
or the pike perch into our 1m.ln:on riven, as they 
wnuld hardly c mpen!<ate for a trontles. river or a 
aalmool sestnary. To such ac,.llznatis tion onght 
t'.> be attempted f'Xcept nndt,r "t:4te control. 
Salmo sebago, if he rera.iae,I }1iij non-migra­
tory ha.hits here, ,Yould probabl pr&ve a 
ltileudid fah for the Thamea anrl s~•ern, 
while others of the non-mi ,ratory s«lm.onidre, S. 
fario, 8. feror, S. _qill~oa, negripennis .ArfadeMi.~, 
and L~•encn!"I were w Jrth con idern.t1on and 
etudv, a their frv were wore en .. ily hatched t.hnn 
tho•e of the migratory cll\S es. Artificial hre11<lilll?', 
ll!'I re,,.arded them, resolved itself into qn~tions of 
their habit and food, and w11i!tber coarae coo-
1umf'r of their nsten1111c 11,i!;bt not be repl:\t'Pcl 
by them. Fish that; lived on wat.er p1ants might 
be introduced with 11dvan ge, esp chlly in some 
of our Highland loch , uch as the 1,melt nrl some 
of the sma.11 white fi h. He mentionarl tb&t h~ 
hnd estnbli bed b tanical p,mds to study w ter 
plant.a as herbage for mollnsca. aud helter f.,r 
grammart. As large Lochleven trout have now 
d's:tppeared,be snggested the introduction of fr~h­
w:1.ter smelt, or our own O~ni1 cpC'1"lanuB, wl11ch 
he had suc.'Ce~sfuliy hatched a,nd WIL'I ~ow. rearing 
in fresh water. Introduced in Loch 'lay it woulJ 
produce a heavy crop. 
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OLD MELBOURNE MEMORIES. 
BT RALPH BOLDRBWOOD, 

To7.T'- ... ~v. Js.r,t1L.V,TL 
!n a recent advertise!Dent in Tlie Austral­
ian I ob rv d public notice to be given 

that " the rich agricultural lands of the 
Kangatong estate, uear Belfast, would be 
subdivid d _t an early date, and sold in 
farms to suit purchasers.'' What change 
time doth bring l When I first saw the 
ground referrt! to, then known as II Cox's 
Heifer Station," how could one divine the 
ran.!3forroation it was fated to undergo. I 

AB little m 1844 was previaion possible of the 
11eparate sale 11otices in which it would 
'figure a the years rolled on. It epitomises 
the bi tory of the district, perhaps of the 
colony. 

Fi_rst of all, " that well-known fattening 
station kuown as Ke.ngatong, with choice 
herd of cattle, stock horses given in &c " 
Then, " that fully-improved, snbsta~tiaiiy 
fen~ed and subd~vided sheep property, of 

b1ch the ool 1s so favourably known to 
Melbourne buyers." Again, " that valuable 
pastor l estate of Kangatong, comprising 
35,470 (let us say) acres of freehold·" and 
n~'Y• la~tly, " those rich agriculturai lands 
d1v1ded mto farms to suit purchasers." 

All these progressive wonders were to be 
envolved from the lone primeval waste 
!]POD which a eolitary horsemau then gazed 
1n the autumn of 18-14. And the wand of the 
eqn tter sorcerer was to do it all. I might 
then have seen lakelets ~littering in ihe 
sun, orchards . and cornfields, barns and 
!ltabl_ee, mansion and offices, a village 
:m_ it.self, the spacious wool-abed, the 
scientific wash-pen, bad I possessed the 
prophetic eye, But Fate held her secrets 
closely then as now. Only the vast 
eucalyptus forest, stretching unbroken to the 
horizon, waved its sombre banners ~efore me, 
Only the scarce-trodden meadows of the 
waste lay unfed, untouched around me. I 
beheld a pastoral paradise without eo much 
ae a first inhabitant, and at which the very 
beasts of the field had not yet arrived. It 
was a spectacle sufficiently solemn to have 
awed a ~emocrat, to have imbued even the 
Arch-Anti--, well, Anti-Capitalist with 
aome respectful consideration for pi~neers 
whether in toil or triumph, How I appeared 
on the scene at this parLicular juncture came 
about in this wit1e. 

vyhen I _first arrived in Port Fairy, the 
H~i~er station was what would be called in 
mmmg parlance, " an abandoned claim " and 
possibly "jumpable," to use another eff~ctive 
expression with which the goldfi.elds h ve 
enriched the Australian vernacular. Mr. 
John Cox had reconsidered his first intention 
of segregating the immature females of his 
herd-probably as too expensive-bad with-

ra.wn them and their herdsmen, leaving hut 
and yards untenanted, the run un­
?,c.cupied. Thie ,last wae now for sale with 

improvements. ' I really can't recall the 
da.t~ '?f that comprehensive euphemism, 
which mcluded everything from a watch-box 
to a woolsbed, from a brush-yard to a family 
mansion, Perhaps about the time when the 
children of married servants advertised for 
were feelingly referred to as " encumbrances." 

Ho:wever, i':llprovements and encumbrances 
o~witbsta~1d1ngi we must get on with our 

H~ifer station history. Here it was for sale, 
with one hut, one log-yard, and the right to 
forty thousand acres, more or less, of first­
class pasture-for bow much? Would I 
co~ld get the ~ffer again? Thirty pounds! 
This was the price-everybody knew it. Mr. 
Cox wanted to sell, bad plenty of country 
at W erongourt, couldn't be bothered with 
U. _The be t thin~ I could do was to go and 
aee it, or close for it at once. Mr. Cox wae in 
Tasmania just at present, but had, of course 
left . instructions. Thus far the friendly 
pnbhc. I t~ought I would go and see. So I 
mounted Clifton, the grandson of Skeleton 
and . turned my face to the setting sun'. 
~akmg my way to Tarrone, where at that 
&un~ Mr. Cba~berlain lived, and explaining 
to him the ob1ect of my tourist wandering I 
was most hospitably received. It turned out 
afterward that he had a hint that I in­
te~ded to •• eit down" somewhere in hie 
ne1ghbourhQ:>d. The runs at that time were 
s JD.JU' be imagined, very 11piueel7 Blocked: 
If the Commissioner of Crown Lands was in 
a ba4, temper .he had the power to II give 
a~ay to _the 10terloper a seriously appre• 
c1able porti'?n of any pastoral area, however 
lo~g estabhe~ed and secure the occupant 
might fancy bimeelt to be. 

So, as he afterwards told one of the neigh­
bours, he determined to show me every 
courtesr ;_ afte~ which, appealing to all chival­
rous feehng_s m my nature, he fi,lt that I 
coul~ not, m common decency, annex any 
portion of M~. Chamberlain's run. This was 
a s~ade of diplomacy sometimes roughly de­
scnbed as characteristic of II the old soldier." 
If so, my_ hos~'s milita~y experiences, as on 
another b1stor1cal occas1on, served him well. 

When I left Tarrone that morning, with a 
guide to~arde the Heifer station, I would 
have driven on to \Vestern Australia-a 
pastoral Vanderd~cken-rather t~an infringe 
on the tolerably liberal boundaries which he 
claimed for Tarrone. 

I rode along past the great T rrone Swamp 
with its well.defined wooded banks, and it~ 
miles npo~ miles of mournful reeds, ild­
duck and bittern haunted, My guide pointed 
out to me a place where, riding one day a 
mare that he described as ,. touchy," by the 
edge of the marsh, soddenly a blackfellow 
jumped out from behind a tree-" a salvage 
man, accoutred proper." The II touchy" mare 
gave so sudden a II prop," accompanied by a 
desperate plunge, that he was thrown almost 
at the feet of the " lnjnn," Others appeared 
-like Rhoderick Dhu's clansmen-from every 
bush and II stony rise," which had till 
this moment sheltered them. He raised him­
B~lf doubtful, m_uch expectant of evil ; rela­
tions had certamly been strained of late be• 
tween the races. However, they did not 
(apparently) kill him, be being there to relate 
the story, I forget what trifi.e prevented 
them. 

Soon after he sketched the 11 lay of the 
country," told me (of course) that "I couldn't 
mies it if I followed the swamp round for 
t~o or three miles, then made for the east a 
bit, till I come to some thickish country 
then look oat for a ti-tree crick as would lead 
down to the main crick. I'd find the track 
where they had been tailing the heifers. Then 
I'd see the but and yard." He then went on 
bis way, having to run in a beast to kill, and 
I saw him no more. No track no road no 
bridle-path was there, nor 'any kn~wn 
thorou~bfare, while after yon left the Great 
Tarrone Swamp there was not a land•mark 
to speak of within 20 miles, nor a bit 
of open co_untry the size of a corn-patch. 
A long, solitary, and slightly unsatisfactory 
day lay before me. Sometimes I was pretty 
sure I was on the run ; at ot.her times I 
wai confident that I was off it. I found 
t!:1e creek _a minute but permanent-looking 
r!vulet, with a deep springy bottom and occa­
sional_ waterholes. The hut and yards were 
on this watercourse, and were inexpensive 
structures. I saw, however, that the whole 
~ountry side was covered with a award of 

ang~r90 grass two or three feet high, and 
o. tbicK as a field of barley. No doubt it 
was a g~od fattening country, but I did not 
take to 1t somehow, It was a "blind" place 
in stockridere' phrase-no open country, n~ 
contrasts, no romance about it, in fact. 
'' Tm1jours gumtree!" as Sir Edward Deas 
Thomson said when he drove Sir Charles 
Fitzroy and Colonel Mundy-somewhere 
about th~t time-with a four-in-hand drag 
~o Coombmg, near Carcoar. I didn't fancy 
it altogether, gt>od though the grass evi­
dently was. I managed to make my way back 
to 'l'a~rone that night, where I recruited after 
the tolls of the day, I informed my gallant 
and politic host that I thought I should go 
f~rtber. west. We parted on the morrow, to 
his relief, doubtle a, with feelings of high 
mutual consideration. 

Years afterward we had many a laugh 
about the fright I gave him, and when I 
was safely settled at Squattleseamere less 
than 20 miles to the westwards, I nearly con­
cluded an agreement with him to rent 
'l'arrone for five years, with the option of 
purchase, while he went to England, This 
was a year or two before the gold. The rental 
asked for run, herd (the same numbers, ages, 
and sexes to be returned), and homestead 
was calculated upon the fat-cattle prices of 
the period-£2 l0s. for cows, £3 for bullocks 
-so was the purchase-money. I often thought 
how awfully sold my friend and neighbour 
would have been, as a shrewd man of busi­
ness, not wholly nnmindfnl of the main 
chance, had I closed with his offer. 
I ~nally declined it on the ground of the run 
b mg ful_l>: stocked up-our Mte noire in 
those dehc1ously cool and simple days when 
we thought it took 20 acres, more or less, to 
fatten a bullock. 

But though it was not considered good form 
to sit down too close to a ma.n's horse pad­
dock, it would never have done to have taken 
the first occupier's word for what was hie 
lawful right of run, By his own account 
there was never any permanent water at '' the 
back." . All the decent land within 20 miles 
was bis; the best thing the intending 
P~ t<?ralist could do was to go clean out of the 
district. Had the Dunmore people listened 
thue dutifully to Mr. Hunter, of Eumeralla, 
they would never have eat down at Dunmore 
which, in the future, turned out a much mor~ 
valuable property than Eumeralla. 

Nor would the Messrs. Aplin have taken 
St._ Kitts, the rune of Yambuk and Tarrone 
ben?g popularly suppoeed to absorb all the 
available country between their bonndariee. 
~r. Lemann, however, managed to insert 
himself and bis belongings, wedge-faehion, 
bet~een Tarrone and Kangatong, on the 
border of the Tarrone Marsh. Though email 
of stature, and not stalwart, be managed to 
hold hie own, and fatten a decent average of j 

/~f 
hi herd of 1:000 or l,~00 be d annually until 
he old out to Mr. mith. Mr. Lemann had 
formerly been a kind of neighbour of oura on 
the Y:arr~, having fed hie herd previou ly in 
the ,icimty of a creek running into the Upper 
Yarra, nei.r a fiat which, if I mi take not 
is kno n as II Lemaun'B Swamp " to the 
pre en day. l 

He ·as a well-informed man, who took a 
great intere t in Liber l politics. I well re• 
collec~ bis being full of righteous wrath at 
the high-handed act of Rajah Brooke in 
m kini; a clean sweep of a fleet of pirates. 
I said then, and have since been confirmed 
in my opinion, that the gallant ruler of 
· r wak knew his business better th n hia 

Exeter-ball critics. 
Mr. Lemann had for working overseer and 

eueral stander between him and personal 
x nion an En lishman named 'l'om Cook 

w_ho ith his wife mana ed everything that 
hi stockman Hugh was not reepon ible for. 
I took some interest in the family, a.a we had 
biled 'l'bomas aforesaid from the emigrant 

e~eel as ploughman, and he bad been 10 our 
@uvice for some time in that cap city at 
Heidelberg. From the fair,baired, fresh­
coloured En~lil!h farm-1 bourer he then w s, 
I watched hie development through v rious 
tage of coloni l experience-into dairyman 

kuock-!lbout-man, bullock-driver, and finally 
tock-nder, at Kangatoog. I rather think he 

bad hia smock frock when he came to u 
with J<~n li h ruetic tongue and gait. Whe~ 
I afterw rds saw him at Smith's muster (1 
~a~ sold Mr. Gibb, the dealer, who wa 
lifting the fat cattle there, an additional 
drove, juet started for Melbourne, a$ £8 
all round-caah) he wa1 quite the stock-rider I ' 
uf the period, with nea, boots and seat to 
matct:i, a abari;, eye for calvet, and, alne I a 
coloniallr-a~quired_ taste for grog, and a fight 
after arde, if poas1ble. 
. However, such were only occasional recrea­

ttcm , between which be was a first-rate 
w rker_and most worthy fellow, He and bis 
g od "1fo reared a large family of Australian­
born ~a t Saxone ; _his eldest eon, a tall fel­
low with a team of bis own, grown a carrier­
took away the first load of wool I ever sent 
from Sauattleseamere, in 1862 or thereabouts. 

_Among other things in which Cook showed 
his power of adaptation was the building of a 
1to_ne cottage and dairy for Mr. Lemann. 
Bemg on a volcanic formation, stone to any 
a~ount waa on band, and he principally 
built the walls, nearly 2ft. in thickness and 
not very high certainly, of a very 

I 

snug 
bachelor dwelling-a vast improvement 
both in summer and winter, npon the slab 
order of architecture. 

After deciding not to buy Mr. Cox'a Heiler 
station, I happened to be st~ying at Graa­
mere, when I met, one evening, two strange 
gent_lemen, a mile or two from the place, 
commg along rather travel-worn as to their 
steeds. These were my worthy old friend 
J~unes Daweon, now of Camperdown, and 
hie ne~hew and partner, Pa.trick Mitchell. 
They, like Mr. Lemann, bad been trying to 
make cattle pay on the Yarra ranges, or some 
such country-bad, like him, concluded to 
start for the west country, then reported to 
be the best .gra88 going, and not all taken up. 
They speedily heard of Mr. Cox having the 
Heifer station for sale, and he soon after 
returning from Ta mania, Mr. Dawson closed 
with him for the £30 or thereabouts, Messrs. 
Dawson and Mitchell shortly afterwarda 
brought up their cattle, and, with all their 
belongings, occupied the run, I always sue­
pect_ed Mr, Dawson, who was philologically 
inclined, to have extracted the name 
Kangatong from the aborigines eubse­
q~entlr ,. and christened the run after 
his arrival. It was among the II things 
not generally " known before hie ad vent. 
Gradually and judiciously, as time passed 
on, Kangatong was improved, and so euc­
c~ sfully managed that it took rank as one 
of the best fattening stations in the district. 

r. Dawson and hi8 family alwaye showed 
exce(Jtional sympathy and kiodnes towards 
the ~lacks w~o lived near them. Kangatong 
was 1ust out 1de of the " tauri" or hereditary 
d1 trict of the " Children of the Rocks " or 
matter ~ight no_t have cominued so p~cific. 
!DY old fneud being of a temper sini<ularly 
mtolerant of injustice. Bnt his tribelet had 
long mingled with the whalers of the Port 
fr?m bich they were distant leee than 20 
miles. I doubt Port Fairy Campbell and hie 
n,erry men bad II civilised" them previously 
:--i-~.! shot a few of the more troublesome 
rnd1v1duals. However, Mr. Daw on with 
the v luable aid of Mrs. and Miee D~wson 
euce;eeded in making a most valuable col~ 
lect1on of data, from which be was enable 
to publi b bi late_~ork upon the manners, 
langua~e, and rehg1ous customs of certain 
Au ralian aboriginals, which baa received 
uch 'avourable mention from the Saturday 

a d other leading reviews. 
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Cruelty to .Animals. 
TO TRI EDITOR 01' THE CHRO. ·rcu:. 
it·-As "Honorary Local .Agent" 

for the "Victorian Society for the Pre­
vention of Cruelty to Animals" I have 
very recently received from it a packeL 
of circulars for distribution in this dis­
trict but as the numbers are rather 
limited, and the informatiou contained 
in.them may probably only reach a very 
few individuals, I will feel gratified if 
you can allow me sufficient space in 
your columns to sfate some. e~tracts, 
with a. view of not only enl1stmg the 
sympathies of the public in favor of the 

ociety, and of ill-used dumb animals, 
but also to point out to those who have 
uo mercy on intelligent and affectionate 
creatures, that there is a law which will 
reach them. 'Ibis law iE:. set forth in the 
23rd section of the 265th Act of l'arlia­
mPnt, Victoria, 1S65. By itit •is pro­
vdied that-

, . .Any person who cruelly beat., ill-treats, 
overdtivc ·, overloat'ls, abu es, or tortures, 
01· omit to s-uppl!J with sufficient food or water 
any animal : • . 

•• .Any per. on who conveys or earn s, or 
cau . es to be carricJ any animal in such a 
manner or po. ition as to subject 1mch auimal 
to mmecessary pain or nffering : hall for 
every such offence be ~iabl~ to a penal~y not 
exceeding £20, or to 1mpnsonment ~vith or 
without hard labor for for any ponod not 
exceeding two months;" and that 

" .Masters are made liable where servant . 
have acti•d under their orders." 

The foUowing instances of punish­
ment are extracted from the 'l'ransac­
tions of tbo ' oc1e1y of 0th July~-

such as this is, if be 1s hone11t in his un­
dertaking he i liable to be charged with 
spitij and partiality. I feel that I nm 
i11 the latter position, but con olo my-
elf thl'lt the humane portion of the 

community is wi1,h me, althou h I am 
sony to say that with two Ol' three e. -
captions-three years since-creditablt1 
to the parties tendering inform, tion, I 
receive no offer of evidence of cruelty 
to a.uimula to enable the Dociety or the 
police to secure a. conviction ; lor it is 
through them aloue 1 can proceed, un ­
le" I ta.ke the re ponsiutli1 y of a fail­
ure, and consrqnent personal expcu. e. 
It is othet wise, howcve.1, with an in­
stance of wholesulo cruelty to anim I 
which has come under my ol· erva.tion of 
latt'!, and which bas been commented 
upon severely ty severd hnmnno per. 
sons in Campcrclowu. It is au iu tnnco 
of over-stocl ing, r sulting io the slow 
starvt\tiou ao<l snro death of a ve1 y con­
ideraule number of otherwise tine 

healLhy cattle in a pad<lock ndjoining 
tho Cobden roacl, uot a mile from the 
town, and in my opinion-as well a 
that of otliers-i. a case of cruelty com­
ing within reach :>f the po,ve,·s of tbe 
Societv. to which a. statement will be 
fcmarded fot· their opinion and in truc­
t ons. I have also received from the 

or.ie1y a circular ( :-\ copy of which a.c 
companic11 tliis) calling attention to the 
pra.c1ise of operating on the mouth::; of 
horses fot· brnpas, by means of a r1::d·hot, 
iron sc,>0p. 1\1 r ,John tewal't, Vet~r­
inary 'urgeon, 'ydney, }\Ud l\lr. Cha . 
1\Ia:1on, Veterirnwy, urgeon, 1elbournc, 
coutlemn tho operation most emphati­
cally, a.n<l ta c that "it has never been 
sanctioned at uny of tho Vete1·inary 
Colleges in the United King,lom, or by 
any modern vetcl'inal'y author in the 
English lang-unge." I find on inquiry 
that intelligent blacksmith~ and farriers 
generally I emonstrale, allll refm,e to 
perform this barbarous operation, And 
only do so under a threat from ti.Jo 
ownerR of h"rses to take away their cu -
tom, It iH time that a law such as exists 
iu New 'on1h Wales rendering thti cus• 
tom ille,ral was enacted in Victorin, 
that feeling-hearted and well-informed 
trade mP.n might be relieved from the 
threats of men iufcriot· to the auimah 
they seek to torture. 

Yours respectfully, 
JA11E DA\V • .'0.1... 

Renny Hill, 10th August, 1 81. 

ro 
•r TU EDIT OR F lllE ITRO. I t: LF., 

ir,-In vie\ of he elec tor of Rip on and 
Hampden having it in th ir power thi 
·week to make a choice betw en a. candidate 
who ha hitherto born e a good char ctcr, 
aud another who boa ts of " Bla ck ,v ednes• 
day, " nJ glo ts anu grins o r the prospect 
of continuing one ofa~1ini ry , wh o brag is, 
that, if nece ' ary in th cfr opioion thPy will 
repeat th at orr owful day, aud , as a couso• 
quen ce, imbruo th eir h nds in more innocent 
bl ood, I t :iko it upon mo to s, y that. any 
m. n who records h i Yote in fav'.lr of Loog• 
mor after his public commen<l tion of "Black 
Wedne day,' ' the1 eby not onl arpro, · 3 of, 
but aiJs :i.1Hl cnc ourn.g tho perp etration of 
more murd er.·. Th cso are h rd words , but 
11 resp ectablo w •ll-iu formeJ elector can 
gain .. , y them on r a.ding the following letter 
l rec ivecl since Longmore's meotiog iu am-
pcrdown from one of the mmit re pcctal,le 
gentlemen of the W c tern Di trict, in reply 
to qu\;stiou put to him r g:u<liog the last 
illne . s and melan choly death of an old nnd 
exc llcnt fri end, cau e1l by th e cruelty and 
mhumanity of the Berry .Mini try, as the 
fullowin , will prove :-

11 My :bear l\l r. Daw oo ,- receh·ed 
y our note of yo terday's dat e this moruin , 
and it givos me gr eat pleasure to think tha.t 
you have remembered tor so long tho touch. 
ing iucid nts T r elated to you conccl'lling 
the la t illne . s and sad death of uch a fine 
old geutleman as the late Mr, H. B. Lano. 
.All the incidents are still familiar to me, 
and nev r iu my lifetime shall I forget 
thew, as they have mado a ]a ting impres• 
Hion, simply because during th si months 
he lived Ut.!ar us, ht3 ha.rpetl on tho subject of 
his di . mis al, aucl. aft r conrersin~ with me 
on political t opics, the poor ohl gentleman 
time aft er time couclu rled b saying • and 
those are the ****0 I am <li mi ed hy, 
a.tter r,erving my country for upwards of 
thirty yclr :, one of whom , Lalor, the 
greatest ***** Victoria over knew, at the 
Jhllarat 1iots, lay hidden am ong t tho scrub 
with a broken :i.rm, a.ad might have b en 
nrrestccl. liy the polic o as a. high reward was 
offered for him dead or alive, hut I, as llold 
Commis iouer, I' •fosed to give or,lers for it, 
remarking, 'let the low •·** alone, for I 
woulJ nor. 1-oil my h· nd s ,vith the Locly of 
such a ***0 

; ' a11<l this i 0110 of tho 
men. who ha.s assist c<l iu m _y dismi i,uil, and 
show what a man may come t i~ in Victo• 
ria ; but I must not croak now, or I will 
give tho e Mini t Lrial ****th u s!\tisfaction 
and pl ea ure of knowiug that th ry murdere,l 
me aud will get th e bauetit of my pouHion." 
This st ory, wi_thout any cxog,11;ration, I 
heard a du:t;en tm1ei a day, until he boc,une 
quite ch1!tli h, :~nd, at la t, }ii mind 
gave way, - a. re . ult anticip ~iled hy hi1 
med ,cil att e.1.1da11t,-and ju tly attributablo 
to tht! cruel tr ·atment of the Berry 1Jini try, 
w !1ich, undoub te<lly, cau. ed h is prem ture 
death, and roLLed the country of tho scr• 
\'ices of a:· upright and hum . oa a Police 
1Ia.gistra.te as ever sat on a Bcnch."-1 am, 
'ir, ours re pectfully, 

,JAME. DAW; ' J.-, 

R<mny Hill, 23rd February, 1 80. 
"\Vith a wh,1lc11omo dread of the la.w, we 

ba\'C, put in a~teri ks, what we tbuu •rht it 
Letter uot to pri.nt. - Eo. C. (J. 

0 

" :Mr. In pector Latham had for some time 
under h:s okervation at ,.orthcote a man 
wh\, ostensibly followed the occnpati9n of a 
knacker. There was little doubt, however, 
that the wretched bea. ts that he got for the 
tnfte that the skin and bone. were supposed 
to be worth he endeavored to patch up and 
use for any town work he could get _out of 
them. In his yard and paclclock m1~h~ he 
sPen the~e miserable animal , !ame, bru1,ied 
and scarred, ith sores partially . ~ovcrcd 
up by vieces of canvas lmggmg. . . •. . :\1 r 
Latham and .dr. Mar~on, V.S. vi_. 1ted the 
plact', and found what 1s ~ruly _a ~1sgrac~ to 
our civilisation . houd exi st with impunity, 
even for a. time, in our miJst. (?ue _horse 
was starved to such an extenG that 1t chd not 
weigh more than_ ordinary-sized man. . An• 
other wa 11uffer1ng torture from_ a diseased 
leg. The foot of another was rott.rng off and 
wa like a decayed cheese. A horse th~t the 
man used in a cart was halt, lame, bl nd, n. 
mere framework of bones, and hardly able 
to ~rag oue leg aft r the other. Ou the 7th 
Jul v la t the ofTenJer wa~ charged before ~he 
Pre· ton Police ourt with cruelly abus1n 
hor e . The "Bench, coni;i.tiug of Mes ·rs. 
Be v;r, hort, \\ ood, ancl Oliuch felt that 
the faoh showe:l a _planned system ~f 
cruelty, auJ the Ch,urman, 11r. F. E. 
Beaver in pu,ing sentence stated that n 
nrnver ca e of crudty had rarely come be­
fore them; and truly remar~ed that 1 he man 1

-------------------------------------------

who could 1hu. torture :unma.Js would n_o ~o rrz <i, ro ~..,Ol( /:J 
doubt equally abuse his fellow-creatures 1£ __L l / - ./ 
it uite him. He Mnteuced. the defendant y 4 -r~ .. / · :/ ·h ~ ~ ~z C pC 
to two months'impri onment ou_eachcbarge, ✓ 4 -7-CA ,,z~ J ~1• 4 p /rl',;, 4' ~-, -

1untl~t;;t't~~! :,~h~~;:h°u~hti~:;f ir~:C~: /!~ ~ ~~.., ~ ~:( ,0-<~ ~~ M ;'.. / ~-, c ~<4 
and it .vill be , ·ell when we have an i11tell1- _/ . / -
rout public opinion that :would m~ke tl~e ~..,: 4.J~ c --, ¢-k, L; .~ ~;?~-..,., /-L.,.~L -. <d~ ,,,.~ .o-i-... 

trade in the t rture of animals an _1111p~ss1• 1/ · ~ ½?, /-; /47 ~ / 
bility. The uciety lall:1 q>0n 1c!or1a.oi8 C)-7✓~~ .... ~ c/~c--~ ~~ ~J:.r..-//?", 7.,, ~ <; 
for uppurt "hilc it wages war mth a l , p£. 
"uch Lrutality.'' 4 ~~~~ .e,-r ~H~ <~ ..tR c / c < /4..,.. $ 

ir, , lien a pel' on undertakes t~e 
invidion ofli ·eoflocnlpro1 .eclorofan~- a~CT7-4e... t:Z4k; a~ c".4 ... ~vz------Z:Z A /;/4& 
IDl\ls iu a largely inha_bitecl ~i trict he 1_s ./ • _ / /4, 4 

ble to do hi~ clnts 11npart1ally, and 1f /2...,.,.,,..~ e .tt?,,,,-/., ~<~ ~ uc:.: ~?' / ~_.er "'7 UZ.L~ ... •~ , 
La doe not he mu:.'lt feel that he i•_ a ~~ · . .4 .,,./ / #. ~ 
·ham. In a thinly inbab'ted d 1stnct ../? y...,,✓~~ ./ //

4 -:r-, ,_ O~~ t::'/s"' ~ A ,. 

G/2"Z :go~ / J>JZ 
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from tho ol ~?Wn ~t. ~.uilithg-ow, by the unauimous offor 
of th mi,n of its militia to refill iU; rank . l'his offer 0 
Jil ed the ~ovcrnruent of the day. tbat Coloi.el Ferrier 
of D •lsydc, the conrnu 1iJant of tlie militia, was appointed 
governor of Dumbarton Castle~ I is worthy of note 
t~at wh~n !,h ill-fated Eurydice, which f undered on lie; 
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But <le th had been sevore on them and the 
r uki! mi cu many of th first recruit.;, Drafts 
wore continually going out to streni{then them. 'I hero fa 
till living, or was so- a. very short time ago, in the vari. h 

of ~lutburn, Linlitbgowshire, on& old II ldier, Mr. 
J me.ci Chalmers, who went out after the si e, and 
t n(Ye to say, a.Lthou 1h be was present in tha ne.1; be en­

gage~ents, he wa only onco slightly wounded. The ne t 
bu.ttles at which th Regiment was present were Sa.la­
manca. Vittoria., iveHe, Ort.hes, '1.'llltlouse, &c. 

The Re 0iiment was disbanded after the pe.\CC of 1815. 
Mimy of the men returned to their native town, and 
continued to delight th younger generation with the 
storie:1 oi their adYentures. Tha 'William .Jamie on 
alreadv mentioned became one of the town and 
QQrpora~ion offioeni. and also To,.-n Drumuier till ho ex-
p r •u in rnr,:.i, when be left his drum to the town, and i can 
fittll be seen with all his battlti embla.zvned on Hs aid s. 
Sume qu:~irit auec<lotes are tol<l of t.hd returned oldiers, 
one oi which I give here. On~ forri on, fo mer'ly called 
Yorki , found employrnent with Pr1)vost Damon as·me · · 
sen er au letter-carrier; I-lo dearly loved hi::1 glass, n.nd I 
about 1 33, the time of the lirst visit of the cholera. to this 
country. Mr.,. Dawson asked Yorkie to deliver 11, letter at I 
some di ta.nee, and she would givo hi111 a gla.!-::1 t10w, or: 
after be returne1l, to which Yorkie replied, "I'll just tak 
it noo, mum. There's a pour of ucluen deaths, and I tnay 
no et>me back." Ho got his glas::1. Another story is told 
of one '.rhomas Liddle, a tanner, w 10 had a large-family 
of one, five of whom joined the Garvies, and one a cavalry 
regiment. One morning, after the new of a great battle, 
the old man was at work, when he receiYe1l 
two letters, one announcing the death of one of his o s, 
the other informing hi•n of the promotion of another son 
to a lieutenancy for kin'{ a )french captain nd some men 
pris ners, with · ra.l's picket, where p n the ol:l. 
man shouted out jou.:i~er son, a la £ so- e t • 
ye, rs, who was nea.t a hand, '' Sa tli , gll.11 hamc an tel 
yer mother, ancl tell her th:i.t J ock'a 1ce and T..,m' · m 
an ?ffi h ~-" There are few regimonis that hr.ve honou:ed 
their sol>r:quet::; more thau the ga.lb.Ht Lin lit ••ow G1i.rv1es, 
or old U4th. SIGMA, J.:,.. ewe tle. 

COll,lliESPONDENOE. 

It must be <listinctlr 11nuerstood that we r.o not 
in 1;ny way identify oursuhe:3 with the opinions ex­
pressed hy our correspondents. 

The New Act for the Protecticn of 
Animals. 

TO THE }:DI'l'0R 01• TIU~ CHTIOXH'U:. 

S1R,-l have to-day received from "The 
Victorian Society for the Protection of 
Animals" a number of prititecl slips for 
distribution stating that. the new Act for 
the pre,·ention of cruelty to animals ill 
now in force, and at the same time setting 
forth its clauses and pe1rnlties. As I am 
honora.ry correspondent of the Society, 
and as in snch capacity it is imperative 
that I . hou1d do my enden.vonrs to allevi­
ate the sufferings of ill-used auimals, I 
will be obliged to you to nllow me space 
in your journal to state the leading fea­
tures of the new law, so that no one who 
can read, n.ncl can comprehen<l what they 
read, may have the slightest cx:!use for 
rendering themsel\'es liable to fine a11d im­
prisonment; a11cl also that in the e,·cnt of 
my being impelled to llrge legal proceed 
iugs against auyonc, there mn.y be no 
charge of mr1lice made against me. As it 
would not suit to copy the Act in full in 
this communication I 'l"ill Hta.tc as shortly 
as possible the su b&ta.nce of its main 
clauses and the peualties. 

Thi~ Act forbids auy kind of cruelty to 
aninrnls ; the term II cruelty" means the 
intentional infliction of pa.in upon any 
animal. · 

The Police and the ociety undertake 
all prosecutions under it; and nny person 
witnessing an rnstance of cruelty tu any 
auimal can give tho cffendcr in custody. 

The ocidy, if required, will keep the 
source of its information private, so that 
no one need fear I etalintion. 

The following acts when done to any 
aninrn.l ,hall be dcemecl to involve 
"cruelty" (that is tG i-ay) "not suppl.}ing 
"it with tit and sufti<:icnt food and water, 
"over-driving, ovcr-norking, or working 
"any animal with sorei,,, or which is uufit 
11 for any u ·c ; over-loacliug or dri \'iug 

I" when over-loaded; cutting out lampa · 
"with a hut iruu, ill-treating ,,r injnriug, 
"or tormcntiu", ot· torturiug, or ca.u-.inJ 

l "any such act to be done tu any animal of 
" which the offender has the custody or 
"control. 

I wi h most partic 11 rly to <li•·cct the at­
tention of carter. to the al111u:t univer al 
en. tom uf nttachi11~ their hon;es by the 
11ecks to the cart,· in front, some by mcu1rn 
of cl.a!n ancl hook and uthl'rs by rope, boe,h 
ways equally caµal,le of dislocati11 the ueck 
i;bould the j1tded animal tall. Th Act i · 
mo t dccideu in making it "a.n offeuce 
"to make fa2t the head of the bor~e in 
"any way wha.terer to the tarl of the front 
"mut, and specities that the rein attach d 
" to the bit mu t be h ld in the hand of the 
"driver." 

PE ALTIE . • 
'' If any person offend. against any pro­
" vil!ion of the Act he shall on conviction 
'' before j nstices be liable to a penalty for 
"th£ fir "t oft1-111ce, not exceeding .£10, or 
"to imrri ·onmeut with or without hard 
"labour not t: .• cec ·ng on m@ I · and 
"for the secoud offence to a pen, lty 
"not exceeding £20, or to imprisonment 
"with or without hard labour fur a. term 
"not exce~diag two months ; a.nd for the 
"third and every subsequent offence t_o a 
" penalty not exeeeding £50, or to 1111-

,' prisonrnent with or witho:1t hard labour 
'· for a term not exceeding six month~." 

In conclusion I cannot avoid referring 
to the "]ean kine·• now staggering al out 
the streets of Campcnlow11 and 11eighbour­
ing roads, trying to 1iick up l10r. c drop­
pings an<I all . ortR of garbage to com·e1t 
into milk for the use of tho. e w o ap­
preciate such unwhole. ome food-, aud as 
this iR only the c,imnwncement of lhe sea­
son of starvati,m, disease, and mortality 
amongst the poor creatures, it is uifficult 
to concci vc with \\ hat feelings their 
owners, doubtless many of them professed 
Christians, cm with bended knees suppli­
cnte thei1 Gou for daily bread and. forgiv­
ness of their transgre ions wh le they cal­
lously witneRS their be:st friend, the cow, 
begging for food .rnd starvmg. Such na: V 
be the Christianity of 'cow-8ta.rvcn1,' b 
it is such as very ord'r ary nmauity 
only condemns hnt re, ents with fine 
i111prisonment.-¥our11 re. pectfully, 

JAMES DA ,V ON, 
Honorary Agent of t.he Society for 

Protection of Animals. 
Camperdown, Feb. 27th, 188(. 

THE ARGUS 
THEGREAT FLOODS OF 1839 ANDl 42. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE ARGUS. 
eir,-In your issue of Tlie ,1frgus of Febn1-

ary 28 there is a statement by Mr. Jame 
Dawson, as given by Mr. l\I'Haffie, of Phillip 
Island, Western Port, to him. I was a resi­
dent of Sandridge at the time, and I can 
testify to the correctness of the above com­
munication. There was a still greater flood, 
if my memory serves me, in November, 18!2, 
when the Sandridge lagoon was overflowed, 
and a deep channel was washed from it int) 
Robson's Bay, a few chains east of the Vic­
toria Sugar Company's works, since buil 
there, 1 was contractor for the ship mails at 
the time. A heavy sout erly gale blowing at 
the time backed the flood up, The sea. ran 
so heavy in the bay that I could not venturu 
to go alongside a El ip that arrived, but ha1 
to get the ml\ils slung_ over the poop. Th, 
bove vessel was the Royal George, Thoma':! 

Greaves commander, In consequence of the 
gale being directly opposed to the curren 
from the lagoon, the surf was too heavy to 
risk running. I beached my fine old whale. 
boot, safely landed the mails, carried th 
boat about 300 yards, and landed the mails 
in safety in William-street, between the 
Yarra. YMra Hotel and the Sydney Hotel. 
:My cr~w having been some hours exposed to 
wet and cold, I gave them some stimulant,. 
This was supplied from the balcony, as we 
stood up in the boat along'ide. My recollec­
tion is that there must have been 4ft. of 
water on the top of the Queen's Wharf. I am 
quite con ·inced that the atormwater concen­
trated by draiuag the Yarra m st in­
crease the danger. I have years ago pointed 
out the necessity of forming a canal from the 
Yarra, vid. Emerald-hill, to Sandridge, 
through the lagoon; also a storm water 
channel north of Melbourne to the l\Iel• 
bourne swamp. At the time of the explosion 
at Blanche's I was within a ie,v yards of the 
place, and narrowly esca.ped,a piece of timber 
falling close to me.-Yours, &c., 

FRAl K LIARDET. 
Rosadale, Gipps Land, Feb. 2". 
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Sile. ke s 

h z'avrer e titn te tha , 
app number of from l!J:9, 
hurua.n bein;.{s laave been <lest1oye~ by v 
snakes in 1ndi:. He. i of opinion th t not 
l:lyi;t in uf nrg:mi d, determined, • nd su 
effortg for th de truotioa of s11al·ez1 i!t vii: 
carried out will the evil be fairly g1 ppled w 
overcome. It i!I only by the de. tructi11n of the 
that their evil work can be mitigated. Som 
irnwev<:r, ma.y he done by education, if the s 
among the pooret· \J ople of India bonld 
thera more familiar with the nppe r n 
venomou"' as di tia;:ui,hed from h 
i.Dakt , convince them of tho futility o 
,:i.ntic.!c,tcs, charms, nd s~lls for their proto 
and alter their present drni;erou~ practice of 
in hut, which hl4ve the floor on the surfac 
ground, Duricg the y ar l O no fe\\·er 
rn,ouo humn.n bciug~ :i.ud 2;;8G c ttle are re[ 
to h ve been killed in IodiG b an kes; in 
~e~ filOh ma 
he3 ef n l rof 
rcporle e 21:! 77G • in tho fo 
y ar it ~ ct to 
me· ures i roctio 
venomous. ·i:r l 
Tl} de ~y t> r in Co 
c1l :- ~ s m of venow 
sna.ke11, sp r adopted iu ome 
provinces, of which it 11ppt<a • to itive a 
brief account in c.1,.~o th y mu.3 red suit-

ble for n optio el ewhcrc. a scheme 
h been eanctioneci by tha l 1ment in -----------------------:1 the c. o of th .Patn div1 which 

Inse.c ticide.. 
Dr. Taylor -h~ · re~·eutl · c Ile l attention to 

the use 01 nnphthnlmc us nn ins eticiJc. Thi 
ch p pe~roleum product i a m1Jital m1•un 
o~ che ·krng the _rn, g •. f in cct,-, pccially 
of the mailer hnd,, whil1• it i. lrnrml ::;S tu' 
the plnnt--. ~l'lt • be· p w ~Y of applyinf.( it i 
111 au emul 101!, or m dilut 11::tp ·ud . Jt 
mu t well. t1~1·erl nnd J·cpt moYecl ahont 
tu th ~aphthnlm · comes to th , urfoce) nn<l 
ti~~'?- rm ed II o,·er !l:!_c in ccted plants. 

OJ3ELIS 
TO 

ABOR.IG-£.NS 
ca.mp~nlou,,,. chra ... ,Je, 

20 :J>u..J: I A&' 

A 10\"E.IE.·T is on foot among the old 
idon itics of the \Y . tern clistrict to erect 
an oheli k in the Catnperdown cornet •ry in 
memory of tho aborigines of tho district, 
tho l. st of whom <lied a. few months ago. 

f w day a"o the matt 'r was talked over 
bv rnn~ of entle n ·h 1 t o­
gether, wh n it wa decided to cc mu •uco 
a eut for th erection uf a inonu­
ment to an alm t extinct race. The 
hlacks at one time were very numerous 
( houtCamp rdmn1,anclonth0Larrae tate, 
a few clays a >, i\1 r. J. L. Currie, th 
proprietor, pointed out hi .i: Ir. J a.me~ 
Dawson a . prim~, arouncl which he hacl 
eon ga.there<l frequently over one hun-

dred m mber ,f a ribc. The a riginal 
race i fast di appearing, and nm their 
race in the shape of oYem;, 1:·c., aro 

11 rly all de -troyed in tho a.cl \'ance of 
civiliz..-.tion. The movement to which we 
h vo refe1Tcd, anrl of which Mr. D.~wson 

I ru k s meution in another c hmm, i: on 
, that hould l, ma le a repre cutatiYe one. 
I 

persons de~troyiug snake c c rtiti• 
ca.tea from certain select.e s vouch-
mg for the poi onous 
sn kes destroyed. '1 h p 
certificate eutttles the holder 
local authorities the rcwar 
he tiods an opportunity of ap 
served hy the soverument of Heu 
will 1nob bly ue fo~1:1d to add lllUC 
once of perei11ns claiming rewards. lln 
induc ment towards tbe destru t.'ou o 
bll!l.ke!!. 'l'he expediency of t!Xteuaing t 
will be COlldieered by the loc l go\·er.u 
the re ult.a of the current ye:i.r's oper 
known. In the • Torth,\Vesteru l•rovi 
Oudh, the Lie 1tena11t-Governor has nc 
entertaiament tentatively in each cliRtdc.:t o 
of ;,1, ::;taff of Ka.ojnre, or men of . imil:ir ca te, who 
trap a.•d kill reptile , for th• 11y tern tic deetruction 
of veno111ous auak s. It appo ro that such a plau 
for the kill in~ of-snakes i,, likely to pr:>v'e far wore 
efficacious th.i.11 the taere offer of rew rd • nltbou ,ti 
it is true that, unless 1mch oper tion are coafiued to 
tow sand villn~os, and their neighbourho d,wbcro 
it is believed that tho largestnnrnberof deRt.hsoccur 
frem snake-b"te, they will J1rob.i.bly be er 
'lhe Lieutonaat.-Governor of the 1:'unja.b h 
2, circular to commi. iooers ii rint 
cirawinl' tteotion to the JDatter, Yie 
ad<>ption of mo~➔ure for d tro 11nak 
i,vstem of r wad to be i:ranted istri 
r.oittee4 and muuicipahtie • and lhhu-
graphed pictur of tho more common spccieJ ef 
dea.dly n kes hal'e already bcea euu lie<i tu the 
Police t tiou in om i ;;rict., and doputy-coU1• 
wi :1ion,•rs JJI\Vti been rcque ted to u' t to muui­
civ· l :~nd llistrict corowitteea the de irll.b1lit , <1f 
p1·ecuring similar me na of reference, fort v.ur­
poae oft liug pvlic:i.tiona fur rcwal'\L:t.''-br,tiah 

edical Journal. 

IN the presidency of fodr wi!J. nn · 
d snake cau cl th tl ath of 1,792 pe 
rin V, being 151 in exec. o 
n ·1 the pre ·iou::1 y nr. 'l'h d 

e-hit<.' alone u · 
•1 n,, d 
\ ] lllt'llt 1 

la}) .ll ill 
Or. 

//f 
J)edhs by Lnclta. 1'­

s n.a/ 
_/4 /SS IJ- /y,aid 

/cf 8 / - /'5,tuJ 

..T~L <3Z.47'7 
L 7 *~ • /s "/.) 

1 

Camfu.:rdlJUfll ch.roniJ~ 
/]lk {]cloba J<;;g-s 

CE. 
• • Wo Lie for 

epinlo nd 11 • 

R EL'l r TO .J. i"'J l~L •. 
('!'o the EJ.itol'.) 

II 

Srn,-On the u ar approach of 
Hampden and H yt.-sbu1y Pa. fl)ml In 
A_gricultura.l , 'how, I re pcctfully a11<.l 
kindly recp10 t throu h your c ,lumn to 
dra, th• uttontiun ot cxhihitorsof "cow 
in 1nilk '' to tho .Act 1Jf our colouial l' r­
liament, known as tho " Pc,hco Off ·ucc 
't utc," wluch provides tho.t ", n 

p r.:10_11 who cru lly tr aLs, n anim l h,1ll 
bo h blc Lo n p nalty uot c udin, 
tw n_ty pound , or tu inqnisonment with 
or w1tl~out hanl labor for nny period n t 
exceeding t,,o 111outh!i." Tow, sir, 
h, v~ uot1ccd somu c.xhihitor , in their 
rmx1cty to how the capaliilitio of thoir 
cows givin-, milk, allow a mo t unwarmnt­
ablo accumulatiuu of it in tho udder 
whrch from its distended n.ppoaranc~ 
aud tho sq_uirting from tho teat 
mu t ca.t1l:!c Tcry gr at pain to the animal. 
F~om people who deliboratoly commit a 
er n~e of this description it , oulcl ll 
f~oh hne. to a_cc,~pt a clamtion 1Jf pro­
T10u~ honest 11 11km ,, o a d •climi.tion of 
any kind. I would therefore strongly 
ugge t to tho judc, of , ir tock to di -

qualify nny animal ufferi w undor tho 
coudi ions I point out. ftcc, the awnr l 
aro lllllUo I will direct the att n ion of tho 
police in thi re p ct, and ala I du1 i,11 tho 
day to auy • hibits whiuh lllny h 
ne le~ted. But I hopo 1 ill not have 
occa 1011 to appeal to the authoritie . 

Yuurs. ·c., 
"JAIR'D\\'Oi 

Honorary C rr pond nt of the, \,diety for 
tho Pi e,· uL:ion of Cruelty ninial . 
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THR nu.""'n LA ... ·n Q TE,'TIO.1.'. 
Sm,-. ·otwith tandin~ that in your h,t i,-sue yon 

f'.·pre · ·ed a general '' ... ickness" of t11l lrh,li .dfair., 
pei-ha)Js you "ill kindly allow me :pace f,1r a few 
remark un the Jri,;h lunJ que ... tion. Some time i11 
Decembf!r last the E.\.l'l of Derby in hi· :Manch 4er 
speech refened to a prop ,sed croation of 11 i:;h p •a. -
ant proprie.t;iry on a lnrgc scale, by 111eans of ::;t te 
Jlll)ney, to be rppai<l by instalment:, and then , •rr 
wisely demaudeJ to know "what fl~tlnrnnce could bl1 
h,id that the payment would bo pnnctnally made?" 
Xow sir, as a Scotchman of upwards ..:f forty ye•\r:-;' 
re ... idence in the colony of Victorin, An;,trnlia, a111l 
during that hmg perioJ having come con;;tantly int11 
contact with the Irish, I feP-1 entitled to 1uply "uo 
nssurance.whatovcr !" )ly coloniale.·peiicnct~tc ch 
me that the Iri~h a:s a race a.re incapable of progre:--· 
:ion beyornl policcmun and p1)t:1to-growcr,; Iu 
Victoria, although the Scotch and tho lri,-h colonised 
on what may be termed phy,-ically e,1nal tern1s, tho 
former i,rogres,,etl as one hundred to one of the 
latter and I ean safely declare that for tho nrn.ny 
hnnd1'.et1s of v;·ospcron · En&lish and Scotch 
S(Juatters I do not k!1ow half-a-t1ozen lri )1. ::\fany 
years since a lancl lnll known l!~ the_ Dnfly .... ct wa.,i 

introllnccd aml passed by the\ 1ctor1an Leg1slatmc 
at the instigation of an Irish political alh·eutnrer 
uamed Charles (fa\'in Duffy-now a knight and ,t 
Colonial pensioner. This mischievous and cmm­
ingly constructed Duffy Land Act w~s d~signcd to 
displace the squatters-the energetic pioneers of 
the Colony-and to enable the poor Irishman to 

1 obtain farms on the stations of the squatters by a 
system of selection and annual payments of 2s 6d 
per acre for eight years, at the termination of 
which period the land in many instances worth 
twenty time11 the price would become their own. 
Very many of these men did obtain farms on thi11 
monstrous credit system, but comparatively very 
few managed to retain them for want of tho e 
~1,ualities which have enabled the 'cotch and 
English settler to prosper, consequently the land 
soon fell into the hands of the money-lenders, or 
was ultimately purchased by the squatters, on 
whose tations it was selected. Under a, uccecd 
ing land a.ct still more favourable towards making 
the Irishman a landed proprietor, the selectors 
have been agitating through their paid members of 
Parliament for a remission of their arrears to tho 
Government, and for the granting of titles that 
they may sell their farms to the quatters or 
money-lenders, and return to their best friends 
the pick and shoYel. Surely if Irishmen, as a cla,s. I 
cannot succeed as farmers in such a fine country 
as Austnilia, and under such extremely favourable 
circumstances and condi:tions, what guarantee has 
the Earl of Derby that the payments for land by 
the Irish in Ireland would be vunctually made. 
I repeat none whatever.-! am, &c. 

J.!f?L Ac:-:;TIULIA .• 

/// 
~n:tn~erbofon iytonidc. 
WED 

A New "1a.tehwortt t 
I I PooR. old " Camperdown George, 11 who e 

sable n age as so fa.mili r to us all is 
dead. Till ithin a day or two of hi d;ath 
he w to be seen accompanied by his two 
dogs on his u ua.l round, and at his old 
haunts in the street, but on aturday he was 
unable to leave his mia-mia in consequence 
of an attack of bronchitis, onstable 

innott attended to him, and ou uncla.y pro­
c~r.e~ mfldical assistance. Dr. Pettigrew, on 
v1 1tmg George, found that the days of hill 
du ky pati~nt were numbered, and accord 
ingly preflcribe,:l some medicine to make hi 
la t moments as easy as po sible. On Mon­
day morning about one o'clock he expi 
and was interred irt the Cam erdown Cen . 
tery in the pol'tion set apart for the buria1 of 
aborigines. George was the la.,t of his raoo 
and we are informed was the lineal descend.' 
ant of the chief of bis tribe, which we beli vc 
was the old and once numerous Jancourt 
tribe. Mr. R. D. cott, who it at pre ent 
acting in Mr. Dawson's place as Protector of 
the .A.bori gines, and ho formerly filled that 
ca.pa.city, informs us that he has kno ·n 
George for the la.st thirty years, and that he 
must hM•e been about 65 or 70 years 
of a~e at the time of his death. Ocorgc 
was a universal favourite. Ho ha.cl a 
kindly uatute, attd wlis posse ljcd of 
none of the wor. e qualities of his race, 
During the latter years of his life he 
has lived in Camperdown. On seve­
ral occasions it was proposed to him that he 
should be removed to the Framlingham at • 
ti n, but h al a.ye objected to l l i 
nat.ive u t, an it is probable that if 
ha.d been taken away his days would have 
been shortened. Previous to the last wint r 
Mr. R. D. cott procured a kind of 1;helter 
for him, built as nearly as possible on the 
model of a mia-mia, and in this he lived 
since in comparati\te comfort. As the last 
remnaot of his race in this locality has 
passed away in "Camperdown George," it 
has been uggested to commemorate the cir­
cumstance by raising a tablet to his memory 
in the cemetery. The suggestion ha met 
with the approval of all who have takou an 
interest in the welfare of th blacks, and we 
commend it to tho notice of the public. 
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NATURE 53 

• The ir. i\'idual of this species now 
J 11. /tzc Park collection, from which the drawing 

was transmitted as a present to the 
Society by Dr. A. de Lautour of Otago, 
4 • ew Zealand, along with the subjoined 
particular - concerning it, contained in a 
letter addressed to the secretary :-

" I have the pleasure of informing you 
that I am sending home an example of 
the Vea (.\_'estur notabilis), or ::\fountain 
Parro . a bird celebrated, or rather no­
t?rious for its sheep-destroying proclivi­
ties. 

". fany abler pens than mine have 
already written about their habits ; but I 
was fortun , te enQlugh to be perhaps the 
first to send home a specimen of their 
work in the shape of the colon and lum­
bar vertebra:! of a sheep, in which colo­
tomy had been performed by one of these 
birds. 

" This specimen was shown at a meet­
ing of the Pathological Society by my 
friend and former master, Mr. J olm 
\Vood, F.R.S., and is now in the :Mu­
seum of the Royal College of Surgeons 
of England. 

'· The bird which I am now sendincr 
home has been in my possession fo~ 
nearly two years. It was caucrht in the 
act of attacking some sheep

0 

which a 
shepherd was bringing down off the tops 
of so:n~ ranges in the back country. 
~e luckily succeeded in knocking it over 
";th a s~one, cut its wings, and brought 
his captive down. In effecting the capture 
the shepherd suffered considerable loss 
as to his trousers and other garments 
?'nd not . a little injury in scratches fron~ 
rts formidable beak and claws. These 
same scratches had not en tirely healed 
down here under my care some 
ten days later, suffering fro:n a 
brohn leg (this by the way was 
not done by the Kea). 

"While I have had the Kea 
his diet has consisted mainl; 
of mutton, raw; he does not 
care for cooked meat, but wit 
take it if very hungry. Occa­
sionally he will take beef and 
he Is fo~d of pork. Pop~larly 
he 1s said to prefer fat, but in 
confinement he chooses the lean 
and leaves the fat; he does not 
care for biscuit, but he likes 
the seed of the sow-thistle." 

Again, in his excellent work 
on the birds of New Zealand 
Dr. Buller tells us that th~ 
"penchant for raw flesh ex­
hibited by this parrot in its 
wild state is very remarkable. 
Th~se that frequent the sheep­
stat10ns appear to live almost 
exclusively on flesh. They 
claim the sheeps' heads that 
are thrown out from the slaugh­
ter-shed, and pick them per-
fectly clean, leaving nothing but 
the bones.I' An eye-witness has described 

THE •TIME S' 
'l'o ogy of the"'Waltcr tumily 

mor f -Joh ter 
I. die 17 5; 
Jo o 'J'-imes B . 

1 
1 
i • B 
li7 ~ 

prove 
ephonic reporting. The 
t propriot-Or of the Times. 

Dr. Hector as follows:-' Perching itself on the sheep's 
head or other o~al, the bird proce1.:ds to tear off the skin 

F1G, 9.-Tr .e Mountai n 

I and flesh,devouring it piecPrnc1l af er the manner of a hawk, 
or at other times holding the object down with one foot, 
and with the other grasping the portion it was eating, after 
the fashion of o~dinary parrots. -· · ·· · 

9. Tlte Jl.foi°mizi·n Nestor or 1i·ea (Nes­
tor notabilis). - \\ hatever m. y have for ­
merly been thought to the contrary, there 
can be now no doubt that animals are 
continually changing their habits in order 
to suit themselves to the alter cl circum­
stances of their existence. A very familiar 
instance of this is that of the common 
swallow, which, in Europe at least, usually 
builds its nest in chimneys. Defore chim­
neys were invented it must obviously have 
affixed its nest to some other chimney-like 
structure-probably to the inside of a. hol­

low tree. But a much more 5triking and less laudable 
change of habit has of late years taken pla ce in a 1ew 
Zealand bird, of which we herewith give an illu~tration 
(Fig. 9). Parrots, though varying much in the details 
of their diet, are generally cor1sidered to be altogether 
frugivorous. Fruit and seeds, and in certain special 
cases moss and honey, are, no doubt, their proper food. 
But since the introduction of the dome:;tic sheep into 

ew Zealand tbe Mountain • estor, which was pre-
viously content with a modest repast of an entirely veget­
able character, has developed a taste for mutton. f any 
instances have now been recorded of thi bird attacking 
not only sick and dying sheep, but, it is alleged, even 
those that are strong and healthy, though we should hardly 

I suppose that this parrot exists anywhere in sufficient num­
bers to be likely to do the flock-masters any serious injury. 1 

1 Fr om the interesting article by Mr. Potts on the habits of thls parrot j ust 

_._, ____________________________ . 
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'I'm _interesting subject was ,cry fully entered in at a i·eccut 
Ul _etmg of the Academy of cienccs, by AdmiJ:al Coupvent de Doi . 
It 1 not easy to ascertain the height of the waves of the ocean . 
nevor~hele ·s, tl~e method adopted for the purpose is c ipaul of 
affordmg sufficiently exact results. The oint in the shroud 
C01Tesponding with a tangent to the tops of the highest waves is I 

c eru, an making observa ions, 
. 'I hat )ei a- determined, tho known 
"p giv th hei 1 ef li waves above the lin 

1th the horizon of the sea, in the 
way the following results were 

smooths a, 1·97 feet; fair weather, 3·28 feet; 
a slight i,w,•11, 4·921 eet; a full ell, 7·516 feet; n great swell, 
10· :.. 7 f et; av r ts ell, 15·!1<2 feet; a heavy sea, 20·67 feet; 
a ve1•y heavy so , 2 ., 43 feet. 

ometime two sy t ms of ave· arc superimposed, crossing at a 
gr:>ater or les nngle, nnd corre~ponding to two winds which have 
acted in succ ssion. 

The 1 n th of the waves have ahio been measured, and it has 
been found tlnt for example, vavos of 27 feet in height are al5out 
161JJ f •t in 1 ngih. 

.1.Tnmerous ou~ rvn~ion ha.v le to he f llowing conclusions, 
a.mon[r oLhcr :-'Ih mean height of waves is about six feet nd a 
half fo1· every l!Lti e, when the entire zone is taken into account, 
but the mean hei(l'ht dimini::;hes ton.bout one-half in parts more or 
Jt,~ · protect d by land. Tho highest wiwcs a.re found between New 
Holland and La Terre A.deli~, and between 50° ancl G0° of latitndo; 
the mean height there being double that in other places. The 
height of the waves depend:,; both on the force of the wind and the 
con ·tancy with which it blows in a certa.in direction; which 
e,cplains why the mean height i:,; the same in n.11 latitudes, though 
the moan velocity of the wind is greater in high latitudes. ·when 
the direction is constant, a wave 6·5G feet high corresponds with a 
wind t ·elocity of wh' ch is 1G•,1, fee per second; and as it may 
be considered that the velocity 6f f 1 ,; nd is po:rti al to tho 
cub0.s of the h ights of the waves, the velocity for any given height, 
or the height for any given velocity, may easily be calculated when 
neither is moclificcl by any special cir mstance. And it has been 
found th t althon~h the heights of the mtves obtained in this 
way n.re a little greater than those found by actual measurement, 
they are sufficiently near the tn1th to fairly represent the actual 
phenomena.-Scicntyic RC1Jiew. 
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Tm interesting subject was very fully entered in , t a i·eccnt 
me_cting of the .Acade10y of cience , hy Admiral Coupv nt clc Doi . 
It 1s not asy to ascertain the hei..,ht of the , ves of the ouean; 
never~hele s, t~e method adopted for the purpose is capabl of 
affordlllg sufficiently exact results. The oint in the shroud 
col'l'esponding with a tangent to the tops of the highest waves is 

1 
y n • t 1 ru, au making ob erva 1011s, 

hat ei determinccl, the known 
h i h of h waves above the line 

un uv lt: 1 , 1th th horizon of the sea, in t 10 

trough of tl e a • In thi ,~ y the following results were 
btaine : - "With , mooth sea, 1 ·97 feet; fa.ir weather, 3·28 feet; 

t sli,.,.ht swell, 4·921 et; a full ell, 7·~46 feet; a great swell, 
1 · :!.7 feet; a t swell, 15· 2 feet; a hen.vy sea, 20·67 feet; 
a very heavy se·~. 2 • 43 feet. 

Sometim two y ·terns of wn.ves arc superimposed, crossing at a 
greater or le s angl , an corresponding to two winds which have 
11 ctcd in succes ion. 

The 1 n 0 th of tho, av s luwe also been measured, and it has 
been found that, for cxumpl , waves of 27 feet in height are alfout 
lGH> tin l ugth . 

.. nm I on obs r "ion hn.v lec1 to lC followmg cone usions, 
amon(! other :-'l;h mean height of wnves is about six feet and tL 

hn.lf f1H' every hti 1 e, , hen the entire zone i taken into account, 
but the mean heir-ht diminishes to about one-half in parts more or 
1,·,.,, protect d by land. Tho highest waves are found between New 
Holland ancl La 'l'orr de lie, n.ud between 50° and G0° of lutitndo; 
the mean height there 11eing double that in othor places. The 
height of the waves depends both on the force of the wind and the 
constancy with which it blows in a certain direction; which 
explains why the mean height is the same in all latitudes, though 
the mean velocity of the wind is greater in high latitudes. When 
the direction is constant, a wave 6·36 feet high corresponds with a 
wind thl velocity of wh" ch is 16·4 fee per s-ccond; and u.s it may 
Le considered thn t the velocity 6£ t 1 ud i propo:rti al to the 
cub<'s of the heights of the waves, the velocity for any given height, 
or the height for any given velocity, may easily be calculated when 
neither is modified by n.ny special cir tmstn.nce. And it has been 
found that althour,h the beiO'hts of the waves obtained in this 
way n.rc a little gre~'Ltcr than those found by actual measurement, 
they arc sufficiently near the trnth to fairly represent the actual 
p onomena.-Scicnt(tic Review. 
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STOXI~ 01 LWLES, MOUN'l' ELEPHANT. 
In various regions ure found rude stone 

monnments whh:h are u puzzle to nnti­
ouarinns. \Vhcn thev were erecte<l, nnd for 
,;hi1t pm·pose, no 1>~cly c:.m tell exnctly, bis· 
torr nnd lrgend h~iug silent m1 the su_hjcct. 
\11 th,,t t•nn be fairly s!.l.i,l ii:1 that they h:wc 
bce:11 er,cctecl by t~w prim\Uve iuhahitnnts ot 
the lot•a.lities wher-0 they arc fouml, and that 
they ,ionstitute tho sole m1morinl they have 
loft to futnre ngc.!l. Probnhly thry wore 

1 
origin,illy consccrntcLJo religious uses ; or,"' 
what is r.core prounbfels\ill, they were tombs 
before they were tc111plcii, primitive religion 
baYing !1pp:i.rently grown ont of; or mrviug 

1 
heen at all events c>losely :i.s,ociated with, 

I 
n ccrbin form of worship p.<i.1lrcssetl to 
tho spirits of deccus!_id .,aucc::tors. In thab 
case it mny he ensily coujectured that tho 
lllones referre,l to are relic!i of larJer strne­
tmes, prescntin~ in their complete form a 
moun<l-Jike appearnnce, :m,L tlrn:t the stones 
are merely whnt remain of tlie structures 
i·hen ihe chy, timl>et· aucl other matt:;rittl::1 

I havo disnppeared. 'l'l.ie stone$ are of~on of 
immense size, and they are generally 
rnisc,l to form a circle. Swnehenge pre­
sents a familinr c,xnmple of tillCh struc­
tures, and similar stone circles n.re met 
with as far nc.,rlh t,S fhe Hebrides and ns far 
soulh as Au~trnlia and ihe island::1 of the 

1 Pac1lic. ~Ir. Ormond, iu a letter to Sir ,J. 
Y. :..;impson, s·tpl Lhat hi: hm1 seen many, 
especially uear the ~fount .U:Ieph1mt !')~ins 
in Victoria. They nre "from tl'tl to one 
hund1·ctl feet in ciiumeter, 1md sometimca 
there is an inner circle. Tho stouco .oom­
po!ling those circle!'\ N circular nre:i~ vary in 

' siz u nnd f,huµt•: Hmnnn bones jiave been 
1 du ._I out of ll"Onlllls near tho circles; tho 

:i.borr,incs hn vo 110 trad1tious reapoctit1g 
ihcm. Wlien a!1ked about them thoy invari· 
nbly deny nll knowkdtto of U1cir 01·igin. '' 
\Vhcn we 11oto m conuection wit,h these 
stnno oil'Clos tho oirnnla.r dnncrs which seem 
to bt, comm n to n.lmost nll peoples n.11 I\ 
religious e;ercm'>ny, Wtl cannot fail to see 111 
thcso stone cir ck 'I tiomo m_}stic connection 
with primitive rd igiou. The corrobories of 
,\_ustl"llia, wborern lil!htcd boomcr<'llJS are 
vh1rletl nbout, nN waphicnlly des-Jribed by 

Captain 8tokco, a :ul Hir ,John Lubbock 
notit c-s and i:lu>ltl' .... t-1:i n similar dance as 
practised hy uatives of Virginia. 
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