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ae he Abori inal Treel --

The drivers of cars along the Nepean Highway between Devon Street
and Evesham Road, Cheltenham are perhaps not aware that they are passing a
silent piece of the past, This i1s the aboriginal tree, so-called by
people interested in local history. It is a gum tree about forty feet
high standing on rough ground between the centre of the Highway and the
nature stripse. We do not know how old it is but before the aboriginals
disappeared frbm this area about eighty years ago it was large enough to
have a canoe about four feet long cut from it by one of them, The evidence

of this is clear on the side of the tree facing the centre of the road.

_ One might wonder why a canoe was cut from a tree which is so far
from water, But in the early years of settlement in Cheltenham there was
plenty of water there, A large swamp spread over the area. Josiah

Holloway who in 13852 bought from the Crown 650 acres of land in Cheltenham

18 reported to have discussed the idea of draining the swamp by means of a

canal, The swamp was popular with duck shooters, But it was a difficulty

for travellersj;. the coach, coming from Melbourne along Pt., Nepean or Main
Road, as it was then called, turned into Centre Dandenong Road to avoid it,
then into Warrigal Road and so reached higher ground further south, Later

- when the swamp was drained many trees were doubtless removed, Fortunately

this one was left,

After the First World War when trees were planted along the

Highway in Moorabbin in memory of fallén soldiers this one received some




