Greensborough Inter Church Council.
Author Rosie Bray.

The early years.

Greensborough Inter Council Chuuwchy was established
withy anw ecumenicalr meeting called by concerned
membery of the Greensborough Minister’s Fraternal ow
May 23 1989. The inaunguwral meeting ow 17* September
1989 at Greensborough Uniting Chuuwrch expressed unity
of the Chwrches and o strong Christ based missiov
statement. At this meeting membery discussed a Draft
Covstitution .It was decided to- charge o avvwnumwal fee of
$75, this was updated to- $100 irv 1990.Fees were to-be set
aside to-beginthe G.I.C.C Emergency Fund.

The Chuwches ivwolved were -
New Life Centre (Apostolic)
GreensboroughAnglican Chauwch,
Greensborough Chauwrch of Chwist,
Saint Mawy’s Catholic Chuwurch,
Saint Thomas Catholic Chuuwch
Lutherown Chuuwrchv Greensborough,
Watsonia/Macleod Uniting Chuwrch
Greensborough Uniting Chuwchv

Greensborough Baptist Chuuwch joined as owv observer for
about two- yeaw s before accepting full membership.

The Greensborough Salvation Army was interested
pawticipants.

The first elected President was Rev Peter Robsonw from
Greevsborough  Uniting Chwrchv  and  the first
Secretowy/Treaswwrer was Rev Kevinw Richardsow fromv
Greensborough New Life Chwistion Centre.

Other Office beawers who-followed were-



Rev Dawvid Ling; Rev George Wawren, Jew Dawis, Fred
Dirony, Sandrar Bishop, Rosie Bray, Father Kevin
McIntosh, Heidi Beawrd, Peter Blythe.

Early Committee Membery were-  Kenw Maxwell; Madge
Wandeny, Graham Blackeby, Heidi Beowd, Geoff Willioumns.

lin September 1991 a logo was adopted, designed by
Paul Andrews of the Church of Christ.

The symbol is constructed from arrows, which represent
the people of God from the different denominations
coming together to display unity and highlight Christ,
who is represented by the white cross.

The graded effect represents movement, and the arrows
move clockwise, symbolising a positive step forward.

Greensborough
Inter-Church Council

GreeSborough
Inter-Church Council



The Greensborough Inter Church Banner was made in
1993 by Sandra Bishop from St Thomas’ Parish and first
displayed at the Australia Day Celebrations the following
year. The Banner's logo's represent the nine churches
involved with G.I.C.C. and is proudly displayed in the

different churches during the year.
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from ity inception the Greevsborough Inter Chuwch
Councill (G. I. C. C.) has beenw inwolved inv the wmarvy
Community activities: The G.I.C.C. wmembers furmly
believed: that by participating inv Commuunity eventy it
would show to-the public the unity of the local chuurches:
G.I.C.C Dbecame accepted and gained a healthy
reputatiov invthe commumnity.

1990 sow the first G.I1.C.C. Stations of the Cross, which was
held at 1pm onw Good Friday. The name was later
changed to- the Way of the Cross. This trudly Memovial
Sexrvice wasy av holy and meaningful way for all the
Chuuwrches to- combine their Taster celebrations. The Way
of the Cross begauv ity journey behind the shops in Main
Street Greensbovough. The service opened with o
combined, Chuwches prawer. The crowd thesw followed the
‘arosy (trawmsported by av light vehicle ,usually drivesw by
Jum Beard) along Main Street to- Grimshow Street
ending inv Memorial Park Greensborough.

There were sevenw stopy ew route to- Memorvial Park
Greevusborough. A different Chuwchv led each stop. While
walking in between the stops the crowd present sang
hymns.

THE WAY OF THE CROSS

=
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Not all the Clergy felt the same about this occasion.
Rev G. Sells from AW Sainty Anglican Chuwrch wrote to-the
members of the G.I.C.C. (letter dated 12/2/96) stating
that he had concerns about the content of the Way of the
Cross. He wrote that he withdrew oany formal
participation of any of his parishionersy in this event.
After an Executive Committee meeting, the secretawy
Rosie Bray was nstructed to answer Rev Selly letter
saying that the Way of the Cross would proceed as usual
that yeawr ond that G.I.C.C. Membery were sovry that the
Anglican Chawrchy woulds not be joining them, and asked
himv for suggestions that could be considered at the next
meeting. Lletter was sent 18/3/1996. The Anglicaw
members had mixed feelings about the instructions from
their Minister and many attended and took paut i the
combined chuwches worship that Good Friday.

umubrme- Gmghmmmmww:mﬁwmxmg
mhmwmmm procession on Good Faday. wum

Churches to join for Easter proces’smn

THE gighth anngal *“Way of the Cross™ Greensberough Swimming Pool car park and
win I e Fisacheranah an  fallow noser roate alone Mam S5t lo the

Fred/chow1 th@d%e/forgame/r of Wawy of the Cross unti
he retired inv 2000.



The first Progressive Dirvvner was held, irvv November 1990.
Minutes writtenw December 11 1990 tell that this event
wasy o greak successy and thiy should be anw annual
occaston for all to- mingle and meet each other.

The Progressive Dinvner has continued and each year it
has beenw hosted by thwee G.I.C.C. Chuwwches each
November. In this time membery of the vawious chuurches
formed  very good friendshipy and each meal was well
attended by chuwrch membery and also- the general
public. Some of these dinners have been better thaw
others, but always good fellowship. Ay the food was
largely donated the Progressive Dinner Commitiee was
caveful to- keep the adwmission price at an affordable
cost. This was much appreciated, and proved  successful.
Monies collected added to-the G.I.C.C. Emergency Funds.

tlected Committee inv1991.

President ..Dowids Ling. Vice President ...Fred Dixow
Secretowy.. Jenwnifer Dawis. Treasurer... Sandra Bishop.
txecutive... Kenw Maxwell, Grahamwm Blackelby, Kew
Baldwiny Geoff Willioums and Rosie Bravy.

23/24/11/1991, the G.I.C.C. becaume irwolved withv the
Watsoniav Festival, hosting o stall that sold Australiow
trees and shwubs. These were supplied by the Scripture
Uniow and sold at v minimuww price to- cover costs. The
stall did ov very good trade mainly due to- Heidi Beawd
and Mat Brayy who-were good sales peoble.

Membery of G.I.C.C. were asked to- help and powtake irv
the Scriptuwre Uniow Klomp Clulb- whichy was av Chwistmas
Holiday Youthv Prograwm held at the Uniting Chauwch ands
Angliconw Chuwrchv eachy yeaw. The members of G.I.C.C.
helped inv the vawious activities until the Klomp Club was
‘shut down’ by the Scripture Union in 1999. Many of the




G.I.C.C. Membery were already ivwolved in of the
Community Christmas Carols; which had ity beginnings
pre World Wow Two- The first Community Corols was held
inv the front gawrderv of Dr Edwoard Covdiner Grimshoaw
Street Greensborough. Whew the Shirve of Diamond Valley
was dismantled inv 1994, and it later merged into- the
Barnyule City Council (1995), av Commumnity Comumittee
led by Cowoly Coovdinator Rosie Bray, ovganised the
Comumunity Cawols. (For the next 15 years).There wasy ov
noame change at this time to- Festival of Family Carols.
The Bawvwule Council granted the G.I.C.C. $500 av yeawr to-
pay for expenses. Anw offering was taken up and giver to-
a needy chawity.

The Comumittee was very coweful to-continue the Cawrols
for the people and there was care not to- build the event
onw av personality - - -it way every ones carols.

(Pictwred right) Well
knoww Greensboroughv
identity Jess Angus

| (Pawrtington) was av

= | choir member until her
deativ. Jess used to-tell
ws that she was a choir
member inthe first
Community Carols.

IN muuwmmw has sung in mﬁmmmmum Munickost aed
wmm — NATALIE TOWN




Xmas
spirit
kept
alive

FOR 71 years the
Festival of Family Carols
at St Mary's Catholic
Church n Greens-
borough has helped bring
alive the Christmas spirit.
This year's fiestival,
argamised by the
Gireensborough [nter
Church Couencil, the
Family Carols
Commitee and Banyule
Council, will be no
exception with
Montmorency Secondary
College junior jazz band
and choir set 1o fill the air
with Christmas joy,
The Diamond Valley
Municipal Band and the
Festival of Carols choir
will join them
Family Carols commitiee
member Glyn Morris said
a collection would be
made with the proceeds
going 1o the Greens-
boraugh Inter Church
Council Emergency Fund
and the Deamond Vallewy
Community Hospital,
and tinned food would be
collected for Foodshare,
The festival begins at
7.30pm next Sunday a
St Mary's Church,
Grimshaw St Greens-
borough. Ph; 9490 4222,
— LAETA ANTONYSEN

Carols cheer: Mantmor-
ancy Smﬁr}_r Collaga
students Lee Milchener,
Louise Richardson, Luke
Hoodgsan and Jusin de
Eondi with Giyn Norns.
Piciyes; LAWHENCE FINDES
o B

[
G.I.C.C. Member Glyw Novris withv Montmorency Choir
Membery inv1992.
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= The Family Carols Commitiee in conjunction with
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72nd Annaal
Festival of Family Carols

Sunday 6th December, 7.30pm
at
St Mary’s Church Grimshaw Street
Greensborough.

leaturing

Diamond Valley Municipal Band
Festival of Family Carols Choir
Diamond Valley Baptist Junior Choir
Montmarency Secondary College Junior Jazz Band
Montmorency Secondary College Junior Choir

All Welcome

| A communily collection for Red Cross will be laken up on the day]

Your non perishable food donation for Foodshare grotefully received

Fow feriber information City of Banyule Sg579n e
Fosie Hray S435 S0

"
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Elected 1992 Comumittee. President..David Ling. Vice
President...Fred, Diron.  Secretowy..Jenwifer Dawvis.
Treasurer..Saondvrow Bishop. Executive Geoff Williaums,
Rosie Bray, Grahaw Blackely, Kenw Maxwell, Heidi Beowd
and Madge Wandew.

It was decided to- hold anw Australioww Day Celebration
and, Worship Service onw Joarnwwowy 26™ as it fell on av
Sunday that yeawr (26/1/1992). The verwe wasy thew
called, the Diavmond Valley Shire Comumon, now called
The Diavmond Valley Outdoor Performance Centre at the
Diamond, valley Complex. This first event was
reasonalbly well attended and the guest speaker was Mr
Warwick White: A simidowr event was held the folowing
yeawr, (1993). The speaker wasy o wmember of
Greensborough R.S.L.; however the event it was av victim
of Melbowrne’s weather and it powred raining all day.
This dampened every ones plany for the following year.

Covrespondence was received to- arrange Chaplaing for
the T.A.F.E. College Greensborough. Unfortunately this
project figzled out before it could get stouted.

1992. G.I.C.C. joined the Diamond Valley Skill Shawe
Program to- help the unemployment situation. The Job
Seekery project was devised and maindy orgoanised by
Dawvids Ling and George Wawren. The news item frow the
Diavmond Valley News November 9 1992 tells the resudts.
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The Job Expo-held at the Greensborough Shobping Centre
on October 30 1992, proved to- be fruitful for those who-
attended. Co- ordination Rev George Warrew repovted
that the semi government and comwmunity groups whichy
assisted gave valuable information to- those who were

tlected 1993 Cowunittee. President..Dowvids Ling. Vice
President...Fred,  Dixow..Secretawy.. Jernwifer  Dowis.
Treaswrer...Fred Dixon. Executive Geoff Willlioums, Rosie
Bray, Grahoawm Blackelby, Kenw Maxwell, Heidi Beowd,
Madge Wandew and J. Morrissey.

In1993 it was decided to-hold aVillage Fair to-be
linked invwith-Easter 1993. The aimv was to-link withv
“Reclaiming Easter’ and it was to-be av Vilage Foiv
Family Celebvatiow This was held onw Mawch 27 1993.

VILLAGE FAIR - EASTER 03

MHWMM*E
village fair and family celebragion on the

March,

Church and other community organizations
i are
invited to participate in the Fair with stalls or

The Shire Councirs Outdoor Performance

ﬂ'ﬂ”"1';'“'w-ﬂmmrm
from .00am to 4 00pm .

focus will be between 11 .ﬁ?mfﬂtﬂhmw

The Reclaiming Easter aspect will focus on

the sto
e At ol e et
already being planned, T Y e [
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The G.I.C.C. meeting onw July 13 1993, after much
discussion it wag decided “that we hold avVillage Faiv
separately from the Easter Celebrations on Satwrday
Marchv5 1994 at the Out Door Centre for the purpose of

fund raising for the Community Emergency Fund.”

tlected Comumittee 1994. President...Kevinw
Richardson...Vice President...George Wawrem,
Secretary...Rosie Bray. Treasurer...Fred Dixovw. Executive
Madge Wanden; Dovid Ling; GlenwAuty, Graham
Blackely, Heidi Beawrd and Jeww Davis.

1994 was o time of diverse activities. Winter Bible Studies
were held ow May 4, 11, 18, 25 1994 at the Baptist
Chwrch.. It was reported that wnwmbery were
disappointing.

G.I.C.C. Members fully supported the Victoriow Arty and
Crafty Recreationw and Hobbies EXPO. This was o project
of the Lions Club- of Greensborough and held at the
Diavmond Valley Sporting Complex September 24, 25
1994.

A sulb committee was formed to- present o combined
chuwuches concert inv 1995. The venue was to- be at the
Greenusborough Baptist Chuwrch onvMay 21 1995.

Elected Committee 1995. President...George Wawren. Vice
President...Geoff Williaums. Secretowy...Rosie Brovy.
Treasurer...Fred Dixon. Executive Madge Wanden,
Dawvid Ling, GlenwAuty, Myra Diron, Grahown Blackely
and Heidi Beawrd.

1995 saw the G.I.C.C.Members hosting an Australicw Davy
picnic .This was held at the Greensborough Memorial
Park. The event was popular withvthe local residents.
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Top. Mat Bray, Les and Val Miles from Watsoniaw Uniting
Chuwch. Bottom Rev Kevinw Richawdson frow
Greevsboroughy New Life Chwistionw Chuwrchv and Rosie
Bray from Watsoniaw Uniting Chuwch. At the 1995
Australio Day picnic.
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Members enjoyed Bible Studies onvAugust 2,9,16, 23 1995
at Greensboroughy New Lifee Christionw Centre. Book
studied “The Prayer that could change the World” (The
Lovrd’'s Prayer) by Rev Johw Bodycombe.”.

Christmas presentations were arvanged and held at the
Greensborvough Shobping Centre. The Festival of Carols
choir sang selected Chwistmas Carolsy under the divection
of Kay Driver. The public always seemed to- enjoy these
performances and of course the G.I.C.C. bawrner was
alwoys well displovyed..

Elected 1996 Comumittee. President...George Wawren. Vice
President...Heidi  Beawd. Secretowy...Roste  Bray.
Treaswrer...Fred: Dixon. Executive..Madge Wandew
Grahoam Blackeby, Myra Dixon, Frank Sudborougiv

Ay o lead up to- Easter 1996 G.I.C.C. Membersy presented
part of the Awssie Focus of the Aussie Awakening
program at the Greensboroughv Shopping Centre ow
Mawrciv 26 1996 fromv 11ounw to- 3pm. Clowns, puppets, face
painting, story telling, music and games were all pawt of
this event.

A report to- G.I.C.C. about o meeting withv Mr Mc Ivor
(July 18 1996) regawding Chaplaing work onw av “Pastoral
Caring” project. The Chaplain would walk around the
shopping centre making themselves known and offering
help where needed. The cost would be $240 per week and
the work load would be between 6 -8 howrs av week:. This
project figzled out due to-lack of support.
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The second Combined Chuwches concert was held ow
August 18 1996 at the Greensborough Salvationw Army

Citadel withy Captain Steven Black as compare.

Concert held at the SalvationArmy August 18 1996.

Christmas caroly were sung again by the Festival Choir
onw December 21 1996, outside the Myer Stove at

Greensboroughv Shopping Centre.

GI.C.C. conducted a young people’s colowring
completion from December 16 to-21 1996. The theme for
this activity was “TUustrating Proyer to- God”, whichy was
coovdinated by Glew and Marg Auty. The Greensborougiv
Shopping Centre moanagement allowed uwsy to wse the
space neow the foyer of the theatires ow level 3; however
they refused to- take responsibility because of vandalism
efc. A roster systenm was awranged for members to- oversee
the project.

G.1.C.C. donated $500 to-the Port Arthuu Appeal.
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At o speciall appreciation service v September 1996
G.I.C.C. Membery said o sad fowewell to- loyal and, hawd
working Kevinw and Kath Richardsonw who  were
relocating to- Ballarat.

Kevinw and Kathv Richardson September 1996.

tlected, Comumittee 1997 President..Rosie Bray. Vice
President...Peter  Blythe.  Secretawy..Heidir  Beowd.
Treaswrer ..Fred Dixon. Executive Grahoam Blackeby,
David: Cowman, Myra Dixony, Tom Leydon, Madge
Wanden, GlenwAuty, Steven Black.

Combined, Chwuwches Concert was held onw May25 1997
with the theme ‘Jesus the King” at the New Life Chwistiany
Centie.

Another sad fowewell to- George and Lesley Wawren , who-
were trowuferved to-the Doncaster Chuuwch of Chwist

The following tribute was extended to- the Wawrews in
the form of o “Thig iy your Life” onJuly 20 1997.
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George Warren "Thiy iy your Life’ inthe-Greensborough Inter
Chuwrch Council:

A Foundation member when council inaugurated inAugust 1989
and- way a continuouy member until July 1997.

George became- Vice President for one year in 1994 and President
for 2 yeary for yeary1995/95 and 1996/97. Right through the 8
years George was very active inthe planning and organisation of
and participalior inthe Inter Church Counci activities. These
included Easter and Chrigbmay activitiey inthe Greensborough
Shopping Centre; Inter-denominational and Australia Day
Servicey, The Way of the Crows processiony at Easter, Inter Chuwch
Bible Studies; Dutch-Auction for Rwanda; Job Seekery Symposivm,
Village Fairs, Investigationy into- Chaplainciesy at Greensbovough
TAFE and Shopping Plaga and Inter Church concerty.

George'y contribution to-owr Lovd through the Greensborough
Inter Chuwch Cowuncil iy urnumeasurable and he will be really

missed:

Tribute from the Greensborough Inter Chawch Council

Ay President of G.I.C.C. I would like-to-pay tribute to-George for hiy
faithful and loyal work over the yeary.

Thanky George for your listening ear and worids of wisdomw over
the yeary. Thanks for correcting my spelling in the minutes

We worked well together George and we wish yow God'y richest
blessings in your new post. Bul please dont forget us and keep inv
touch.

Rosie Bray
Past Secretary
President G.I.C.C.
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tlected Committee for 1998. President ...Rosie Bray. Vice
President...Peter Blythe. Secretowy ..Heidi Beowrd.
Treasurer...Fred Dixovw. Executive...ov representative from
each Chuurch.

Meeting of Februawry 10 1998 confirmed that the avvwvuad
membership fee be reduced to- $75. Al General

meeting June, 9 1998 wmoved that this fee should
condinure.

There was a low key presence at the Greensborougiv
Shopping Centre for Easter irv1998.
Way of the Cross still well attended.

Concert was held on June 14 1998 at St Mawy’s Chauwrchv
was v hauige success.

G.I.C.C. Membersy continued to- support the Progressive
Divner and the Festival of Family Cawrols.

1999 elected Comumittee---President...Rosie Bray. Vice
President...Peter  Blythe.  Secretowy..Heidir  Beawd.
Treaswrer.. Joy Blackely. Executive...Madge Wanden/Bl
Dowidson, Tom Leydon/Fred Dixown, Mowis Hitchcock,
Aivary Steton, Row Haigh, Graham Blackeby.

Membery were sovry to- say fowewell to- Fred Dixonw who-
after 7 years as treasuwer retired due to- L health.
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Instead of the wual TEoaster celebvations at the
Greevusboroughv shopping Centre, it was decided the
G.I.C.C. should accept the ivwitationw from the Baryule
Council to- joirv withv their ‘Goods Neighlbowr Festivall ovw
Marchv 13 1999. The stall with general informatiow from
all the: Chuwches proved to- be av great way to- meet the
public. Rostered, volunteery from alll the G.I.C.C.
churches helped to-blow up balloons and give out helpful
brochuwwes. Thanks to- Fiona Ewings for designing the
combined churches brochure.

A worship service was held to celebrate 10 yeaws of
G.I.C.C. onwJune 20 1999. The guest speaker was Rev Peler
Robson, who-was the first G.I.C.C. President. The location
was the newly built St Thomas Catholic Chwrch. The
Pawishv Priest Father Kevinw McIntoshv was so- proud
because this was the first public occasion i the new
chuwch. Thisy was a joyous occasion, and Rev Robsow
congratulated membery for the strengtiv of the Council.
Mat Bray made G.I.C.C. key rings for each Comumittee
Member. Val Bushv made ond decovated o 10™
Anniversawy Cake. These were received with thanks.

Sandra Bishop and Fred Dirovw cutting cake:.



23

Greensborough Inter Church Council

Invites you to help celebrate the

10th Anniversary

by attending a

Thanksgiving and Worship Service

on June 20th 1999

at 3pm

at St Thomas’ Parish Church
Diamond Creek Road
Greensborough North.

Afternoon Tea of hot soup and finger food
will be served after the Service

Enquires to Heidi Beard 9435 3061 or Rosie Bray 9435 5401
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The Festival of Faumily Coroly December 6 1999 proved to-
be av special occasiov. Not ondy was it dedicated to-Jessie
Angus (Pawtington), who- had beenw active onw this
committee for 72 yeawrs, but thiy event wonw Barnwyule
Councill Nattonal Australiov Davy Comumunity Event 2000
Award,

President Rosie Bray receiving the Award, (below) fromv
Mawor of Bavwyule Michael Peacock Jowuawy 26 2000.
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tlected Committee for 2000. President...Father Kevin
McIntosh. Vice President...Pater Blythe. Secretowy Madge
Wanden. Treaswrer..Joy Blackeby. Executive, one
representutive from each Chuwch. Father Kevinw McIntoshv
thanked Rosie Broy for her valuable service to- G.I.C.C.
and expressed sympatihy for at the deativ of Mat Brovy.

G.I.C.C. once again pawticipated in the Barnyule Council
Good Neighbowr Festival ovw Mawch 18 2000.

Combined Churches concert was held onAugust 13 2000
at St Mawy’s Catholic Chauwrch.

Presentation of av plague to- Fred and Myrow Dixovw who-
had retired fromv G.I.C.C. for their loyal service.

Fred and Myraw Dixovw December 2000.
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tlected Committee for 2001. President...Father Kevin
McIntosh. Vice President...Peter Blythe. Secretowy...Rosie

Broy. Treaswrer.. Joy Blackeby.

G.I.C.C. were irwolved withv the Bavrwule Council Good
Neighbowr Festival onw Mawch 25 2001

Bible study about Baptism “Life after Drowning” held ow
June 14, 21, 28 2001 held at the Lutheranw Chauwrch

Combined Chuwrches concert held at New Life Chwistiow
Centire October 7 2001.

tlected Comumittee for 2002. President ..Father Kevinw
McIntosh. Vice President ...Peter Blythe... Secretowy...Rosie

Bray. Treaswrer...Grahaw Blackelby. (Joy Blackeby
thanked for her valued work as Treasurer.)

G.I.C.C. pawticipated inv Bavnyule Council Good neighlbowr
Festival ovv Mawch 16 2002.

No-Annual General Meeting Minutes. For 2003.

G.I.C.C. pawticipated in the Banyuwle Council Goods
Neighbouwr Festival on Februawy 22 2003.

Asylumv Seekersy Action training night at St Mowy's
Catholic Chuwch onwMay 15 2003.

Combined Service for Chwristion Unity at AW Sainty
Anglicanww Chuwrchv June 4 2003.

Bible Study on July 16,23, 30 at Lutheran Chuwchv
Combined Chuwches Concert at St Mawy’s Catholic Chuuwchv
October 7 2003.
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AW G.I.C.C. Members were saddened at the deativof Heidi
Beawd ovvMay 17 2004.

Heidi was o womauwy of exceptional ability and she had a
love for all. Aw obituawry writtenw by Rosie Bray and
printed inthe Diamond Valley Leader News Paper telly it
all.

Heidi Annemarie Beard
1939 — 2004

I have run the race. | have kept the faith.
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HEIDI _ANNEMARIE BEARD OBITURY. Rosie Bray

A Lutheran Funeral Service was held at St Mary's Catholic Church on Friday May
21" for Mrs Heidi Beard who died on May 17" after a long illness.

Heidi was a foundation member of the Greensborough Inter Church Council and a
staunch believer of ecumenicalism . It seemed fitting that, as her own church Calvary
Lutheran Church was under construction and could not be used for the funeral service
1I_mt her farewell would be from St Mary's where she made regular visits for events
organised by the Greensborough Inter Church Council.. Pastor Pietsch from Calvary

Lutheran Church said "this was a symbol of the great co-operation between the
churches and church unity and fulfilled her faith and belief in Church unity”.

The Service was led by Pastor Pietsch and assisted by Pastors Koch and Zwick,
former Pastors from Calvary Lutheran Church. The organ was plaved by an old
friend Eric Collver. Father Kevin McIntosh paid tribute to Heidi for her loval work as
an officer bearer and committee member for Greensborough Inter Church Council.
Heidi had a wealth of friends and many people travelled long distances to say a fond
farewell to their friend. Heidi's interests were spread over a number of different arcas
and she touched many people with her practicable wisdom and kindness.

Mingled with the tears people had their own memonies of a lady who was always
cheerful.

Heidi Annemarie Beard (Sager) was born in Hamburg Germany in 1939 and she had
recollections of that time of nights spent in air raid shelters, queuing for food and
blackout during the bombing. She learnt to knit at this time. so could always knit in
the dark.

The Sager familv arrived in Melbourne in 1954, and Heidi would tell stories of eating
her first banana —and hating it--and watching the coronation of Queen Elizabeth 11 in
a store window.
Heidi and her sister Elki joined the Fairfield Rowing Club and Heidi was selected in
the Australian rowing team for the Rome Olympics. A very proud time for her to
compete for her new country Australia.
Returning from Rome, Heidi married Jim Beard and they settled in semi-rural
Watsonia, where there were only dirt roads, Six children followed with Heidi and Jim
Joining a large number of church and local committees as running a trucking
business. Busy days for the Beards 77
In the early 1990’ Heidi was diagnosed with breast cancer, but she was determined to
attend her old High School reunion in Germany in 1995, coming back to Australia
with wonderful tales of renewed friendships.
Heidi was such a humble person that she did not tell her children or grandchildren
much about competing in the 1960 Olympic Games in Rome, so when asked to take
part in the Olympic Torch Relay at the Olvmpic Village in August 2000, she initially
said no. After much thought Heidi decided that she owed it to her grandchildren 1o
take part in the relay, to give them some sense of history. However it was not until the
night before the event that she found out that it was she who was chosen (o light the
cauldron. Give the task Heidi carried the torch high and did the job well
Heidi had a wealth of friends and her memory will live on in her husband Jim, chilren
Tim.Peter.Julie, lInda, Doug and Ralph and the extended family.
The family tribute sums 1t all up-A life well lived. A women well loved. Now in
God's care.

Much loved friend of Rosie Bray
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