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The Proclamation A Salute to R

of mhe siire 0f|SE\VERANCE

°
D'amond Vulley Severance of the North Ward of the City of Hei-

e mroclacnabion oF tha Shite. of Dismond delberg and the creation of a new municipality has been
Valley will take place tomorrow morning (Wednesday, in the minds of the citizens and councillors of the North

September 30, 1964) at 10 o'clock, in the shire offices, Ward for more than 10 years.

Main St., Greensborough. Nevertheless, it was one decision of Heidelberg Council, fairly con-
sidered by the people of the North Ward to be unjust, that precipitated the
Because of the limited amount of accommoda- move to createia ney shire.

tion in the temporary shire quarters the general public
cannot be invited, and only councillors and a minimum
number of official visitors will witness the historic

II ceremony.

A meeting at Greenshorough on Friday, Novem-
ber 25, 1960, decided to sef up a committee to exa-
mine the possibility of creating a new municipality.
This meeting was chaired by Mr. G. Upton.

The committee commenced work soon after-
wards, appointing Mr. A, 1. Goldsworthy chairman,

It is hoped, however, that a full record of the
ceremony will be taken on tape, as a permanent record
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in the archives of the new municipality.

With this proclamation opens a new era for
the district of the Diamond Valley. At last has come
the era of self government in local affairs — something
which'was foreseen by, at least some of the men who
have represented the North Ward in the council of the
City of Heidelberg in past years, but which few ex-
pected to see so soon.

flge

Mr. Max Dean, Secretary of

Goldsworthy,
ance’ Committce.

of the Severance

In 1960, when a substantial number of residents
S G cas of Watsonia were

ed on a more recent valuation than the re-
of the ward, and were paying three and
s, the ward councillors

¢ to equalise the posi-
to implement a revaluation of the whole
ward, although this was not due till the following

four times as much in rat

With this proclamation comes the opportunit
P PP Y decided that the only fair

for the citizens of the Shire of Diamond Valley
through their councillors to fabricate the pattern of a

new municipality which will be individual in charac- valuation showed a rise over the whole ward

of about 350 per cent.

~ crmathinatha annd thinas—af the

and Mr. M, Dean secretary.

A shadow budget was prepared showing that
the municipality could be run on a 4d rate.

A big meeting at Diamond Creek on Thursday,
January 26, 1961, endorsed the severance proposal,
and the work of preparing the petition was com=
menced.

The poll, held on Saturday, August 26, 1961,
showed that 81 per cent were in favor of severance.

During all these moves, Heidelberg Council took
no action to either oppose or support the campaign
for severance.

The Local Government Adyisory Board hearing
was at Heidelberg Town Hall, The proposal to
outh Ward was heard on the same day.

The hearing was held on Monday, February 19,
1962, under the chaivmanship of Mr. L. B. Stringer,
who gave little hope for the proposal, saying that
these “were the days of take-overs, rather than
splitting things up.” g

Later in the year the Minister for Local Govern-
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City of Heidelberg from whence it had its origin.

" From the City of Heidelberg, and through its
representatives on that council, this new ‘municipality
'has had its foundations. It ;u\)'w remains for the new
council to build well on those foundations, without
fear of the future, but without gambling too heavily
on it; putting not all values on material things, but
remembering always that culture, character and the
things of the spirit are as much a part of the munici-
pality as of the people who make it.

The decision of the Minister for Local Govern-
ment to establish this new shire, and the proclamation
which will bring it into being, will open a new chapter
in the history of what has the potential to become a
}grea’r shire in its own right, and in the fullness of time,
perhaps a borough or a city. What it will become now
depends on the coungillors. The citizens have chosen,
and we hope that time will show and history record that
they have chosen well.

The councillors, for their part, must always
remember their responsibility to all the people and
not to any section. They must remember always their
loath of office to act according to their skill and judg-
ment, as, in the words of that great democrat Lincoln,
"God give us to see the right.”

The decision to establish the new shire has
been the Minister’s, but its implementation will be
the task of the citizens through their councillors.
There will inevitably be a conflict of interests within
the council on many matters, but the main thing to be
kept in mind at all times must be the welfare of the
municipality in its entirety. The question should always
be: How will my decision on this matter stand up to
the test of 10, 20 or 50 years?

| For many decisions, like that of severance
itself, once taken cannot be revoked.

The rest of the city had not been revalued since
1956, with the exception of East Ward (1955), and
the tremendous increase in North Ward’s valuation
meant that it went from 10.8 per cent of the city’s
unimproved capital yalues to 83.7 per cent,

g During previons years it had been the custom to
divide city costs — those which were not directly
chargeable to any particular ward — on the basis
of valuation, As these costs approximated £200,000,
the distribution of such costs wasa matter of major

ard councillors brought the matter up, point-
ing out that if the same system were used it would
mean that North Ward would pay an increase of
£16,000, thus relieving the more developed wards
of this amount.

While the ward councillors. were prepared fo
concede that some increase could be justified they
fairly claimed that their ward should not be called
on to subsidise the other wards to this extent.

a was worked out and put before coun-
cil. However, this rejected, and council insisted
ining the old basis.

at that stage that the ward councillors,
A. K. Lines, the “sine qua non” of sever-
ance, took action to commence moves for a breach
with the city to which, until then, they had been
proud to belong.

ment (Mr. Mwrray Porter) gave IS decision
favor of the severance of the South Ward.

Tlowever, he was silent on the question of the
severance of the North. %

After some months the seyerance committee
again began to take up the matter actively, and a
move was made throngh Mr. Russell Stokes, M.L.A.
(Bvelyn), to have a determination given on the
question.

A proposal put forward In the report of the

‘Commission of Inquiry into Local Government

which was released in October 1962, was that there
should be a grouping of municipalities in the north~
ern section of Heidelberg. This was not well re-
ceived locally,

It was early in 1963 that the committee decided
to press the Minister through Mr. Stokes to visit
the district.

This was done, and a tour of the district was ar-
ranged by Mr. Max Dean.

At the conclusion of the visit the Minister indl-
cated that he had been impressed by the case put
up, and hinted that a fayorable decision would be
forthcoming shortly afterwards.

This in fact proved to be the case, for the an-
nouncement of the decision in favor of severance
and the ereation of the Shire of Diamond Valley
came in March this year.
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