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During the 1950s and ‘60s Greensborough was experiencing a housing explosion as did many other areas of greater Melbourne. Small areas of land, 10 acres or less, which had been used as poultry farms, small orchards or market gardens, were being divided into quarter acre residential building blocks. The existing half acre blocks were cut into two. One and two acre sites with a home surrounded by some virgin bush, fruit trees and a veggie patch were divided, cleared and made vacant for the surveyors, then the builders to commence a new residence for someone. Everyone associated with these activities were kept busy – fencing contractors, plant nurseries, solicitors, bankers, building co-ops, building inspectors, permits office and Titles Office. With all this came a very fast growing population and an urgent need for new schools within these growing communities.
Pressed by the Greenhills (North Greensborough) Progress Association the Education Department began searching for a suitable primary school site. One morning Mr Bill Trevithick, who operated a successful poultry farm on Greenhill Road, noticed three well dressed fellows standing outside his boundary fence. They appeared to be looking over his property and taking down notes. He enquired about the reason for their interest and was informed that they were from the Department of Education, required land to build a school and that his land appeared to be just what they were looking for.
Bill told them that a poultry farm, two homes and proposed third home, all on separate titles occupied the property. These men believed there would be sufficient funds available to overcome any existing problem. Bill could foresee he and his son Harry’s livelihood from poultry farming disappearing: “I was concerned and felt there had to be another suitable property nearby. As quick as a flash, my neighbor Les Cross and his unused property came to mind. I said to them ‘Gentlemen, I believe you are looking at the wrong property. There is a piece of land the same size as this, right next door. It adjoins my farm, the land is much flatter than this; it would be easier and less costly to build upon and besides, your department would obtain that piece of land for a lot less money. You can’t see what I’m talking about from here, so just climb the fence and have a look.’ It was February and the grass had died off at Les’s [Cross] place, leaving small clumps of scotch thistles here and there. It was easy to see the size and flatness of the property. Thank God they liked what they saw and they went on to thank me for showing them what they considered to be perfect for a school, and all that remained was to obtain it.”  (Bill Trevithick) That evening Bill rang his friend and neighbor Les Cross and told him of the events that had taken place that day. He hoped Les would receive a good price and would not hold him in contempt for his intrusion.
The Education Department did acquire the five acre property in Greenhill Road and in 1962 a six classroom school was erected. A temporary Headmaster, Mr Frank Lancaster was seconded from Briar Hill School and the first pupils were enrolled on 17th September. Children already attending Greensborough or Brair Hill but living in the area designated as the area for Greenhills were transferred to the new school except those in Grade 6. 
The first permanent staff were appointed for the commencement of 1963. The first Headmaster was Leith Cooper, a keen gardener. During his first three years at the school he carried out an extensive tree and shrub planting scheme. The second Headmaster Bruce Cullen had extensive ground works carried out, tree planting continued and an impressive library created. By 1970, enrolment had reached 230 pupils and 7 teachers.
The Greenhills school played a very important part in the lives of the Trevithick family. Mary Clair’s niece was Mary O’Connor (formerly Steele); her husband Bill O’Connor, a builder, was employed by the contractor building the school. From the 1960s to the early 1980s thirteen of Bill and Mary Clair’s grandchildren completed their primary education there. Bill and Mary Clair’s daughter Betty [King] became the second caretaker, a job she kept for over 11 years. Her job started out as a fill in when the man appointed as the first official caretaker discovered the job did not suit him and within four weeks he had resigned. Betty was originally asked to act as temporary caretaker until a replacement could be found. Two weeks or so continued for a few more weeks and when the end of year breakup for 1962 was only days away, Frank Lancaster approached Betty and husband Don and explained that he felt duty bound to appoint a permanent caretaker before the arrival of the new headmaster in 1963. He suggested Betty and Don be a team and Betty be the official employee. Don became a handyman for the many small fix-it jobs and for the major clean-up at the end of every term. The work was gratifying in many aspects, caretaking for us was reasonably easy considering the close proximity between the school and our home at 27 Mine Street, in fact a six-foot paling fence separated the properties.
Attending Greenhills school could not have been easier for Peter’s and Harry’s and our children. In later years the school building was extended to double in size to accommodate the ever growing number of pupils attending the school. In a very short time even these additions were out grown which again necessitated the employment of several portable classrooms. One of these was so positioned that we could almost see into the class from our back door. The caretaking job and its responsibilities became too much for us and Betty tendered her resignation. The traffic in and out of the schoolwas constant and parking a car had become a nightmare; regrettably we decided on moving home. We required a home large enough for our four teenagers to have room to move. Harry and his wife Sue sold their Mine Street home and moved to Civic Drive. My brother Harry advised us of a home for sale in Apollo Parkways; he felt it would suit our needs and would do us for years. It has many rooms with good living areas and a swimming pool. Our back gate opens directly onto parklands. We have enjoyed this home for the past 23 years. Harry was right.
(Some of the information on the school was sourced from the book ‘Vision and realisation : a centenary history of state education in Victoria /​ general editor: L.J. Blake. Education Dept. of Victoria, 1973.)
