Victor Preston Coe
Service No. 260
Rank: Corporal
Unit: 39th Battalion
[image: ] Victor Coe was born in 1895 in Preston, the son of Arthur Coe. At the time of his enlistment the family was living at Preston. He was 21 years old and working as a clothing cutter when he enlisted on 29th January 1916. He named his father Arthur as next of kin.
Prior to the War, Victor spent one year as a senior cadet in Area 54 Preston and three years in the Citizen Forces, 54th Infantry, Northcote. 
After training in the Signal School Ballarat he travelled on HMAT Ascanius A11.


Vic was Mentioned in Despatches by Sir Douglas Haig “For conspicuous services rendered, No 260 Corporal V.P.Coe”
Victor Coe was returned to Australia on 18th July 1919 and was discharged on 9th October 1919.
He received a Mention in Despatches, British War Medal and Victory Medal.
In the inter-war period, Victor became a soldier settler on a farm at Coleraine. Unlike many others Vic made a success of his farm of 148 acres, his hard work enabling him to sell at a profit. 
In 1930 the Coe's bought a house and three acres of land in Alexandra St Greensborough for 1400 pounds which they turned into a poultry farm. They sold their eggs, packed in cases of 30 dozen lots, to an agent for sixpence a dozen. 
Unfortunately for the Coe's, Moran and Cato, a large conglomerate of 120 stores Australia-wide, were selling eggs to their customers for three pence a dozen when they purchased other groceries. The Coe’s hens were only kept for two years and then sold to agents for 2/6d a dozen, as it was impossible to make a profit. 
In 1935 Vic was offered a job at Stubley's, the local produce merchants in Greensborough. He was earning 5 pounds a week, working 9-6 Mon-Fridays, plus Saturday mornings. He worked there until retirement in 1967, taking pride in whatever his job entailed, even stacking bags of wheat with his own hands represented some part of himself.
Vic was also a founder of the Greensborough RSL “GREENSBOROUGH RSL HISTORY: The first recorded history of a meeting involving WW1 veterans was at the house of Alex Spence in Briar Hill in 1929. Those known to attend were Alex Spence, Reg Riglar, Gus Lines, Reg Jackson, Alf Gee, Vic Coe, Frank Gibb, Jack Andrews and without doubt, others who are not known.” http://rsl-greensborough.com/about-us/
Vic also was a scout master and was a respected local figure when he died on 14th January 1989.
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