


Arthur James Spencer
Service No. 6891	
Rank: Private
Unit: 22nd Battalion
Arthur James Spencer was born in Mildura in 1896, the son of Robert Beauchamp Spencer and Alice Janet Thwaites.  At the time of his enlistment the family was living at Byron Street, North Melbourne. He was 19 years, 6 months old and working as a labourer when he enlisted on 5th July 1915. His parents gave permission for him to enlist. His next of kin was his father Robert Spencer of Bundoora. 
However, he was deemed medically unfit and discharged on 30th November 1915.
[image: ]He enlisted a second time on 21st February 1917, he was 21 years and 1 month old then. Arthur married Alice Myrtle Ivy Irene Hope in 1916 at North Melbourne and named her as his next of kin.
This time he got through training and departed Melbourne on 11th May 1917 aboard the HMAT Ascanius A11 and arrived in England on 20th July 1917.
He was taken on strength in the 22nd Battalion on 26th November 1917 and saw active service on the Western Front in France.
[image: ]Arthur was wounded in action 19th May 1918 with shrapnel wounds to his left arm and right foot. He was evacuated to the 7th Canadian General Hospital in England on 22nd May 1918. He returned to Australia on the Morvada on 20th February 1919. And was discharged on 25th December 1919.
He received the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Other members of the Spencer family to enlist were his father Robert Beauchamp Spencer (service no. 3642), and his two brothers Reginald Thwaites Spencer (service no. 1651) and Robert John Spencer (service no. 4219).
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