


[image: ]Walter David Starling
Service No. 3004	
Rank: Private
Unit: 29th Battalion 
Walter David Starling was born in Diamond Creek in 1890, the son of George Davey Starling and Margaret Stewart.  He was aged 25 years, 4 months and working as a Motor Driver when he enlisted at Warrnambool on 25th January 1916. His wife Evelyn who also lived at Glenormiston South was given as his next of kin. Walter’s brother Fred Starling from Diamond Creek had already enlisted. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]After commencing training, he embarked on HMAT Euripides A14 on 4th April 1916 and landed at Plymouth on 16th June 1916. 
On 29th September 1916 he joined the 29th Battalion in France. In early 1917 he had some dental problems that saw him off the line for about 5 days.
Then on 20th April 1918 he was wounded in action with a gunshot wound to his back. This left him paralysed and he was evacuated to England. 
He was admitted to the King George Hospital in London where he died on 18th May 1918. He was buried with full military honours in Brookwood Cemetery on 23rd May 1918. His brother Fred Starling DCM, MM was also in attendance as were some English relatives. A report on his funeral is given.
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He received the British War Medal, the Victory Medal, the Memorial Plaque and Scroll.
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vlblt Madam,

With reference to the report of the regrettable loss of your
husband, the late No.3004 Private VW.D.Starling, 29th Battalion, I am now in
receipt of advice which shows that he died at King George Hospital, London,
on 18/5/18, of wounds (gunshot wounds back paraplegia) received in action,
and was buried at 1.30 p.m. on 23/5/18, at Brookwood Cemetery, Brookwood,
consecrated groomd, section - Australian Military Burial Ground, grave
¥o.151,03%0. Chaplain Holden conducted the service.

The following relatives were present :- Brother, ¥o.2789 Sgt.F.
Starling, 8th Bn, Mr.0.Starling and Mr.J.Starling, both of Martham, near
Gt.Yarmouth, Norfolk,and Mr.C.Button, 18 St.Margarets Av.Harringay N.15. '

The deceased soldier was accorded a Military funeral. The Firing
Party, Bugler and Pallbearers, were supplied by Administrative Headquarters,
A.I. F.London. The coffin of good polished elm was draped with the Austra-
lian flag and surmounted by several beautiful wreaths. The "Last Post"
was sounded at the graveside. The grave will be turfed and an oak crose
erected by the A.I.F.London. Administrative Headquarters, A.I.F.London,
were represented at the funeral. 8

The utmost care and attention is being devoted where possible to
the graves of our soldiers. It is understood photographs of graves are
being taken as soon as is possible and these will be transmitted to next-
of-kin when available.

These additional details are furnished by direction, it being
the policy of the Department to forward all information received in
connexion with deaths of members of the Australian Imperial Force.

Yours faithfully, ¢

or
officer i/c Base R-wdl: ‘M/'
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LEST WE FORGET




