‘Kell’s Cottage’ by Cherel Sartori 
Cherel Sartori bought the old Kell family cottage in Henry Street, Greensborough in 1990 and looked after it well, restumping, rewiring, carpeting, installing a new kitchen, as well as painting. Its original internal walls were lathe and plaster, not plaster board.

In January 1992 the elderly Claude Amiet came with his wife Bess (they had married in 1935) to view the old cottage, his childhood home. Cherel saw them standing outside and invited them in for afternoon tea. Claude told Cherel some of the story of the cottage and of the Kell family and much thanks are due to Cherel for having the presence of mind to write down and keep what he said that day.  
Claude was born on 19 June 1911 to Percival and Agnes Amiet and was only a month old when his mother died. He first lived with a couple of other aunts prior to coming to live with his aunt Mrs Ethel Kell and her husband Walter in 1919. 
Ethel had been born in 1885 as one of the 10 children of Charles and Sarah Amiet. Ethel married Walter Kell in Coburg on 15 December 1917. Their only child, Beatrice was born in 1919 and lived only a short time. She was buried in the Jessop Street Cemetery in Greensborough (grave 0.12) on 2 September 1919. 

Kell’s cottage, which became their home, was situated in Grace Park which was still a very rural part of Greensborough. The cottage had been built in 1917 by Ethel’s brother in law, William (Bill) Mitchell, who was a prominent local builder. 
Bill Mitchell was the husband of Ethel’s sister, Rose, who was 35 years old when she died in August 1919 while giving birth. Rose too, with her child, had been buried in the Jessop Street Cemetery in Greensborough (grave 0.10). Sadly, Ethel lost her baby daughter only a month after losing her sister Rose and baby niece.

Bill married again within 12 months, so he lost some favour with Ethel, due to that second marriage. 
Ethel and Rose were the sisters of Louis Amiet, the well known Head Master at Greensborough Primary School from 1895 to 1917. So, Louis was great uncle to Claude. 

When Ethel and Walter Kell were the owners of the cottage it was part of their 60 acre farm, which ran from Nepean Street, down along the creek, then up to Nell Street. The farm had about 20 cows. As a boy Claude did the milk round. 
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'Kell's Cottage' early 1920s, Claude Amiet in photo
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Kell’s Cottage, looks 1920s

Most of the land was sold after Walter died in 1945, aged 54. Ethel lived on to the age of 81 and died in 1966 without leaving a Will. When that was sorted out, Claude sold the old house he had lived in as a boy and subdivided and sold the remaining land, later moving with wife Bess to Mount Waverley. 
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Kell’s Cottage perhaps before 1950s
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Kell’s Cottage perhaps before 1950s
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Kell’s Cottage perhaps 1940s
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Kell’s Cottage about 1950s, showing electricity connected 
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Kell’s Cottage, view of the farm on 1 January 1956, looking east from Henry St. toward the Plenty River
Claude Amiet died in 1998, but before he did he brought Cherel the old family photos, shown here, of the cottage and farm. It was almost like he wanted Cherel to have them before he died. 
Should you be interested to visit the Jessop Street Cemetery, also there is the grave of Ethel and Rose’s cousin Claude Amiet, who died in 1911 at the age of 25, and his parents Louis and Helen Amiet.

Cherel Sartori later sold the Kell home and now lives in a beautiful 1920s home in Montmorency on what had been a chook farm up to the 1960s, whose story is not yet known.

[image: image8.jpg]PR

A





Kell’s Cottage, when sold in 2000
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Kell’s Cottage, interior view when sold in 2000
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Kell’s Cottage, interior view when sold in 2000

As told to Faye Fort & John Gibson

July 2014

Background notes
1.  Kell’s Cottage still exists and is now known as 1/112-114 Henry Street, Greensborough 3088.

2.  Amiet & Kell families

The Claude Amiet who visited Kell’s Cottage in 1992 was Claude Reginald Amiet.

His Amiet grandparents were: 
Charles Frederick and Sarah (nee Nicholson) Amiet
Their 10 children were Frederick William born 1879; Mary Jane born 1880; Percival Albert (Claude’s father) born in Inverleigh, Victoria in 1881; Rose Lilian born 1884; 
Ethel Beatrice (who married Walter Edwin Kell in Coburg on 15 December 1917) born in Leigh Creek, Victoria on 2 June 1885; Sarah born 1887; Reginald Leigh born 1889; Mabel Edith born 1891; Leonard Alexander born 1893; and James Leslie born 1895.
Sarah died in 1895 and Charles later married Ida Mary Rogers with whom he had a daughter Eugenie in 1899.

The 1914 Voter’s Roll for Korumburra shows Ethel Beatrice (home duties); Frederick William and Percival Albert (farmers) and Reginald Leigh (labourer). These three brothers were also shown in 1914 with the same occupations on the Voter’s Roll for Toongabbie in Gippsland. 
In 1919 Percival Albert and Reginald Leigh only were at Korumburra. In 1924 those two and Agnes May. In 1931 those three, plus Lillian Louisa Caroline (Percival’s second wife, married in 1930).
Charles’ brother Louis Abraham Amiet married Helen (nee Carpenter) and their children were Louis Montrose Montgomery born 1881; Elsie May Margaret born 1884; Claude Ronald Edward born 1885; and Oliver Leslie born 1887.

Claude Reginald Amiet’s parents were Percival Albert and Agnes Kevis (nee Berry) Amiet.  
They married on 30 March 1910, their son Claude was born on 19 June 1911 and Agnes died less than five weeks later on 23 July 1911. 
On the 1914 Coburg Voter’s Roll, Charles Frederick Amiet, his second wife Ida Mary (home duties) and daughter Ethel Beatrice (home duties) were shown at 75 Reynard Street.
On the 1914 Balaclava Voter’s Roll, Walter Edwin Kell (clerk) was at 30 Carlisle Street, along with Ella May (clerk), Laura Mary (nurse), Mary Ann (home duties) and William George (architect).

Ethel married Walter Edwin Kell in 1917 (Reg. No. 8083).

On the 1919 Voter’s Roll, Walter (clerk) and Ethel (home duties) were shown at Grace Park, Greensborough and were at the same address in 1924, 1931, 1936, 1937 and 1943.
Walter died in 1945 (Reg. No. 5281).

After marrying in 1935 and leaving Greensborough, Claude Reginald Amiet (clerk) and his wife Elizabeth Foreman (nee Ince) (home duties) appeared on the 1936 Voter’s Roll at 7 Goodwin Street, Camberwell. They were married for 63 years until his death in 1998.
3.  Cherel Sartori’s local memories

Cherel recalls, from growing up as a child in Alexandra Street, Greensborough in the 1960s, that an elderly neighbour, Mrs Lonsdale, told her that the cows from the Kell farm used to graze in her front yard. Cherel said her own mother, Irma Sartori, would recall more of Mrs Lonsdale’s local stories. 

Cherel thought that Grace Park may have been named after the Kell farm and Amiet Street, Greensborough after Louis, Claude Amiet’s great uncle.

Cherel was a student at Greensborough Primary School and remembers the Safeway Greensborough shop being built on the school’s carpark in the late 1960s.

Cherel also remembers a school visit to view the syncline and anticline folds in the rock outcrops at the bottom of Delfin Crescent, Greensborough. These outcrops later became overgrown.

The visit took place in the late 1960s while the Apollo Parkways estate was being built.

Cherel also attended Montmorency High School from 1972, which was only its third year of operation, so only had Years 7, 8 and 9 students.
4.  Cherel’s other photos/items related to Kell’s Cottage
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A Kell cow, 1 January 1956 
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Kell’s Cottage shed and yard
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Kell’s Cottage farm, around 1950s
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Cherel's 1992 notes of conversation with Claude Reginald Amiet
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Kell’s Cottage, earlier than 2000
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Kell’s Cottage, kitchen in 2000 when sold by Cherel
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Kell’s Cottage, in 2000 when sold by Cherel
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Old world romance in this turn of the century
cottage offering charm and character of yesteryear.
Including three bedrooms, cosy refurbished timber
kitchen, formal dining, lounge, traditional 12’
ceilings, double carport and period features
throughout. Restumped, rewired, and replumbed,
this enchanting home provides a rare opportunity to
purchase part of Greensborough’s heritage.

Price Guide: $150,000 plus.

A.H: Mike Mulder 0411 885 586

Greensborough
1/112 Henry Street

0ld world romance in this turn of the century
cottage offering charm and character of
yesteryear. Including three bedroom(s,'cosy
refurbished timber kitchen, formal dining,
lounge, traditional 12 ceilings, double carport
and period features throughout. Restumped,
rewired, and replumbed, this enchanting home
provides a rare opportunity to purchase part of
Greensborough's heritage.

Price Guide: $150,000 plus.
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Kell’s Cottage, real estate ads in 2000 when sold by Cherel
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AMIET. — Claude Regfna'd died
(peacefully) Jan. 17, 1998 a
_ Bethlehem Hospital, in his 87th

year. Dearly loved husband of |
Bess for 63 years, loved brother
of Les, brother-in-iaw of Arthur
(dec.), Boyd, Gwen and Elaine,
father of Len, Gary and lan,
father-in-law of Wendy, Barbara
and Coralie, loving grandpa of
Julie and Geoffrey, Michael and
Toni, Peterand Lalaine, Andrew
and Sharon, Narelle, Stephen,
Simone, Tara (dec.), jodie, Kim,
Brad, Sonia and Kylie. Great
grandpa_of Rachel, Claire,
Caltlln. Christopher, Danielle,
Christopher and Bradley. Too
dearly loved to be forgotten. His
memory will live on forever.

For Funeral details, please see
Tuesday’s paper.

AMIET. — Claude Reginald.
June 19, 1911 -Jan. 17, 1998
Lovingly remembered by his
Amiet cousins — Yvonne
Cooke, Ron McDonald, Joan
Ritchie, Keith Amiet, Jean
Orams, Maisie Brooks, Dorothy
Shell,” Nance Brown, John
Amiet, Phyilis Trickey and
Bette vanBoven.
A true gentleman

AMIET. — Claude Reginald, Jan.
17, 1998. Much loved brother-
in-| Iaw of Boyd and Gwen Tyner,
uncle of Anne Lawson and
Graeme and Helen Tyner, great
uncle of Darren, Michelle,
Stuart, Matthew, Rebecca,
Anthony, Emma and Kathryn.
Goodbye to a wonderful friend.

We will all miss you.





Claude Reginald Amiet 1998 funeral notices
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