Beryl Vickers - Tribute
Beryl was born and raised in Northcote. Attending Church was part of the normal fabric of her family life. St. Andrews Presbyterian Church in Northcote was where the family worshipped and Beryl was baptized there.

Sunday was always Church in the morning and then after lunch it was back to church for Bible Class. Beryl also enjoyed the activities of the Presbyterian Girls Fellowship.

Beryl met Tom Vickers at Church.  They were married in the Fairfield Presbyterian Church and moved out into the “country” to Greensborough in 1942. It is impossible to talk about Beryl without including Tom.
In about 1953 they moved from Main St. to Grimshaw St. 

They purchased some goats, which grazed at the back of their property, in an access lane, now known as Lemon Tree Lane. 
That’s when I first met the Vickers family. The Henderson’s moved to Greensborough in 1954. We lived in Hobson St. directly opposite the lane. The goats were the main attraction at first, but then we got to know David and the rest of the family. We have been friends ever since.
Beryl must have been a patient and encouraging Mum because David learned to play the bagpipes. From where we lived it sounded like someone was standing on a cat’s tail. It progressed from there to the drone of WW2 aircraft and then finally after many years we could sort of make out a tune.
Beryl and Tom had 4 children, David, Margaret, Janet and Merrin.

All of them attended this Church.

When they began living in Greensborough, Beryl and Tom initially attended the Presbyterian Church at Montmorency, but after a short while they felt they should be part of the local community in Greensborough.  The Methodist Church was just a few doors up the street in Main Street so it made sense to begin attending there. What an incredible contribution they have made to our church!

The Greensborough Methodist Church became a centerpiece of their lives as they served in many capacities on the Trust, Leaders Meetings and various committees. Beryl was a member of the Ladies Guild and the Friendship Group. 
She was a member of the Choir and sang in it for 45 years! The church was involved in the ANZAC day commemorations in those days, providing the music and the choir to lead the Service. 
I can clearly remember Beryl and Tom standing alongside the tray truck with the other choir members as Jean Collyer played the pedal organ perched on the tray.
Beryl and Tom were members of a Fellowship Group that met after the Sunday Evening Service each week. The group included: Gil and Dot Loughman, Neil and Betty Anderson, Keith and Jean Collyer, Dorothy Searle, Bert and Rene Mynard and Jessie and Gordon Scholes. Beryl told the story that on some nights they crossed the log bridge over the Plenty river to “Willis Vale”, the Partington family home where Jessie’s mother, Mrs. Anne Partington, used to bake a cake for the group’s supper and enjoy their company.
Thanks to David Collyer for playing for us today and for keeping the bond between the families.

There was a tremendous amount of work to be done in the establishment of the Church from Main St to this site in the early to mid ’60’s and Beryl was in the thick of it.

When the Uniting Church was inaugurated in 1977, Beryl and Tom were elected as Elders. They continued in this role for many years. Beryl served as the secretary for five years. She also took on the task of visiting the families of the children who had been baptized. Many kilometres and hours were spent doing this important pastoral work. Beryl was also a dedicated member of the Monday Ladies Evening Fellowship Group.
Beryl regularly attended church until she had to hand in her driver’s license. I don’t know about the family, but we all breathed a sigh of relief. She had many offers to be picked up and taken to Church but she was fiercely independent and only accepted a ride every now and then.

LFC has adopted a Friendship Initiative which includes a Firm Friend component. Its purpose is to give ongoing Pastoral Care to members who are isolated from the church by age, disability or illness over the long term. I had the privilege of being Beryl’s Firm Friend.
We give thanks to God for Beryl and for her huge contribution to the life and work of this Church through its history of change from Main St. to Grimshaw St., a Methodist church to a United Church, to The Uniting Church and now Living Faith Church, a co-operating Church of the Uniting Church and Churches of Christ in Greensborough.
Bryan Henderson. 17/1/2018
