A ROUSIHG OF A RIDING
by Eric Stephensen.1978

The region known as Eltham North nmay well be regarded as
an anachronisn, that is, it is out ~f kecping with the tines.
This definition ig net whelly truc, cr thlrplv realistic,
znd many residents will resent the irputation, cthers nay
wryly consider it has sone juStifiCuthho

The nam

-

¢ itself,ELTHANM HORTH, as all rosidents know, is
“atnlug else but downright confusing ncnsense as it 1s not
Jorth Eltherm and is not part, nor is it to the north cither
of the town th or the Shire of Eltham, and the inability of
residents to agrec on 2 more distinctive name 1s undoubtedly
part of the aznachronisnm.

.)CD

A strenger travelling on the roads of Eltham North would
express some surprise that there are not to be seen any horse-
drawn or bullock—cdrawn vehicles, for the state of most of the
roads is such that these are what would be expected to truvel
on these alnmost entirely gravel roads. Mcst of the rcads
have, in fact, been feormed up 2nd widened so that they look
like roads but scne short sccections still loo k like bullock
tracks.

Once upon a tine, ﬂﬁybe less,who cares, the Assistant

Regional Town Pikuper, or whate Vcr he was called in those days,
was sittine hunched upon 2 hard seat in a dark dingey office

v

in the township of Melbourne. He was surrounded by masses of
papers and nape and pretending to write whilst nibbling on a
chunik of hard brpﬁﬂ and ccvertl" reaching in his hip pocket for
his flask of r > rrlo”lv shoved these undcer the desk as
he heard the bukvv fQUtotvpu ¢f his superior, the Assistant
Deputy Comrissioner of Regional Town Planning. He trembled as
the ponderousg bull loomced above him. "Ah" said the A.D.C.R.T.P.
"I heove neticed that there is a settlenent here on the map

called Diarond Creek, The nining ¢f diarmcnds will be a nmost
inpoertant adjunct to the cclony. You will immediately arrange
to survey a convenient road between this settlement and the
river Yarra Yarra'. As he departed his clerk groanced at the

thourht of the work 3head. Then he thought ”mnmn, there 1is
another way." Placing the map before him he meticulously drew
o straight line, ncrth tm south, from the settlement at Diamond
Creek to the Yarra Yorra river. "That will fix it "he said.

How right he was!

It shculd not be presuncd that there is any truth in this
pretty story, but it COULD have happened. In actuzl fact, many
carly governwent roads were loid out in a grid pattern without
regard te the nature of the terrain and legend has it that
leiond Creek was nared after o bullock called Diamond.

Sorie time later, when it was decided to give a name to this
line, it wns unoticed that 1% crossed the boundary ¢f the
Shire of Elthanm, so frem the river to there it was nzmed Bolton
Street and fron there to Dianmond Creck it was called Ryans Road.
Mr.Kcnnedy (who lived near St.Clems Road) ﬂrrangcd that the
gevernnent road should be called Ryans Road Ryan was a butcher
cf Caledonia (later cnlled Diamond Creek). Ho camne there in
1856 when he wage six months old. He regularly travelled along
the road which was to bear his none.

when the surveyor of the railwany line got to the patch of thick
bush called Bolton Street he said "Ah nobody will ever form
this up inte = road; it is no geood putting an overhead bridge
here we shall stick one up further =2long where there i a
cutting.”



In the menantime a wancering bnllock wa~en wanted to go to
Dismond Creek settlement s the bullocky crossed over the
Liamond Creel:r, north o7 the klthum sehilement, then going
west made & winding way up the hills till he got to where he
thought Rysns Road should be, then he macde hisg way from there.
fhig trsck was later frmed up to become the muin road to
Diamond Creek-whab is now known as wattle Tree Rtoad continued
only as far ag Cedar Avenue. Iravellers wischines to go beyond
this point had to pass through toll gates on Murray's property.
The toll pate was to the north of the Jar Memorial Hall and
the other on the hilltop of Murray's property. The only known
personal recollection of this toll is that of Mr.Bill Sicdwell
of Eltham North who a’vised that lr.Gene lurray chargec the
baker an annual fee to drive his horse and cart throurh the
Murray property on his way to an. from Diamond Creek., At the
present time a wire cyclone gate can be seen opposite
Maxwell's and fronting a path. This gate leads to o now dis-
used rosd which winds round through the trees and ends east
of Ryuns Road on .attle Tree oad.

This road was constructed during the depression years,

before the last war, by the unemployed on sustenance. It
was known as Murray's Road and replaced the toll. Later &

new road was bulldozed in a more direct line and thiswbecame
known as bDiamond Creek Road and then was wattle Tree Road.
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o cdoubt,over the centuries, numbers cf aborigines must

have roamed and hunted over this area but they left no
records and their depurture from these lands was barely notic-~

a, It can only be stated that it is on record that the
sipet'whitefellers' here, lir, and Mrs.barimour, camped for
one nicrht only, near the Diamond Creek in 18247, Cther early

‘ates recorded were the parents of lr.,wilegon of Ryans Hoad
vho were She first couple married in st .Marcmaret's Church,
slthar, about 1965 and Dugene lnrray born at Lltham Lorth in
19645,

Avter all the bip timber had been cut out of the place,
some more bullocizc tracks were surveyed out and some tourh
settlers started building shacks around these parts. Lome
even tried to make a living off the place, clearing the
remaining bush off the creek flats and some hillsides,plant-
ing orchards which mostly died of thirst, doing some dairy-
ing and firewood cutting, and everyone had the inevitable
chocks.

The Danseys on the creek flats, lir.Fame and the Cromes
on Ryans Rca. lasted out longer than the nthers. Up to
about ten years agmo lir.iage's cattle roamned over the length
an’ breadth of the unfenced fltham leiphts Lstate looking
for rrazing an. water, and it was a familiar sight to see
Mr.Fare riding around on horseback rounding up his stock,
going shopping or Jjust riding. But as more and more
residents came into the area, lr.Pase and his cattle came
in for some abuse till eventually he was forced to keep
his stock at home.

It is apparent that the first settlers came to ltham
Jorth about 120 vears aro. At that time the very few
roar’s were only rough tracks winding their way thrcugh
great forests ol bushland. At that time Ielbourne was only
a small country town in the Colony of Vicroria anc settlers
arriving by sailing ships pitched tents and built roufh
himpies from bush timber in the area now known as south
Melbourne.
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There were practicalilly no machines of =ny kind and all
transport was by horse an: bullock 'rawn vehicles. Almost
everybody rode horseg or walked pgreat “istances. wallers
carried heavy lcads and pushed or pulled carts and wheel-
barrows.

Very few settlers ha’ anvy money and as there -rere no
covernment subgidies or pensions in thosze ays they had to
vorl: for very long hours to clear their lans to .gro- their
food, to build their own houses and fenceg from bush timber.
But they did these things and survived somehow. At times,
all that many of them had to eat was wallaby and pumpkin
stew. DBut, however har® it was, it was still better to
have their own houses and land in Avstrelia than o be
stuck in a rented house in a slum in Zurope.

Following the discovery of gold at Anderson's Creek,
aarrancyte, by Louis Michel on June 30th,1851, there were
fossickers all over the hills and gullies and the Lltham

tiorth area wag well picked over. Cne mine existec Just
outsi~e the .rea, beinr locuted ot the former Hassall's
Gallery at Reseaurch. LThe late Mrs..chofield reported that

there was a mine shal't on her property in the sand pits at
the Junction of Hyang licad =nd Ramptons koad; there was
iilso another sond pit about a mile further west.,

These extrwordinary san’ pits on the tops of hills also
provided an unusval local industry. In fact, they were
not really sand¢ pits but pgravel deposits being thought to
be remains of an 0ld river bed. Similar deposits are also
found at Langarco Ground sn® Lower Ilenty. A top layer,
about 1 foot deep, conesists of a tight mixture of sand. It
is not known how deep the deposits are, or were, but it is
thourht they could be ten feet or more in places. It was
“oun: that when the lower deposits were exposed to the air,
they set very herd and the mixture was ideallv suited for
driveways and for filling up potholes on the roacd. A great
“eal was carted away in horse “rawn drays for these purposes.

Lth the constituent of the gravel, it is apparent that
if lime ig¢ added ans the mixiure baked, a very tolerable

cement mixture will regsnlt. Wwith the adrition of water it
snoul” then wumal%e a rather sclil? concrete, Ags the Diamond

Villey Council is constantly scratchinge it's head to raise
‘uncs for road-making perhaps it should investigate the
rocsible thousands ol tons of almost readv-made concrete
still lyine on the surface of Ryans Road, Ramptons koad
and gighypoint Crescent.

Up to ubout ten years ago the "Glen Fark” area of Eltham

ftiorth had u quelity delightful to most people, Pructically
all the houses were consiructed of vhat might be called the
"Barly Colonial” style. All over Australia houses oi this

type were built znd meny thousands of them still exist, but
rurely wifhin the Melbourne metropolitan area were there so
many so close together as at Glen Fark. The method of
censtruction was crude, but practical, being built by people
who were too hard-up to build better. It consistel of a
rectangular wooden framerork covered by weather boards or
fibro-cement end divided into two or more rooms with roofing
of corrugated pulvanised iron rising in an inverted 'V'.
From the front » skillion roof extende! to¢ form a verandah

about six feet wile. Thie wage often latticed in with per-
haps one end boarded off to make another roon. Later a

back verandah was atded and then this would be boarded off to
muke more reooms, If the family still grew a further back
verancdah would be added nd perhaps this too would be boarded
off.
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these houses were entirely dependent on tink water and
they were uuwally gsurrounced by & varied wassortment of

ealvanis iron tonks. lespite the shortsrme of water,
most of \Ae houses were fronted by bright geraniums and
struggling bushes such as honeysuckle. Green lawns were

unheard of, their place being taken by scraggy grasses.

The house-wife sweated awszy in a hot stuffy kitchen with

a wood stove and did her loundry in a copper and galvanised
iron tubs in a shed at the back. And every houne had a
wood heap. OCutting firewood was supposed to be the
privilege of the man of the house, but many women hal to
learn to be good at it., The kids went there to collect
sticks and chips and rury younz lovers spent their time
there also.

Some of the newer residents tended to poke fun at these
old houses =nd said they should be all pulled down,however,
it was home to many an. this was important to them. There
were also a rsre few who thourht that these o0ld houses
should be preserved 23 all costs as they rave to the Glen
Park area a certain unicue quality, for it was noticeable
that the people were a friendly lot who all 'new each other.
The only church in the area was a weatherboard structure
known as the Gospel Hall and nearly everybody went theore
to pray znd Joln in social activities.

Anc fer dances ol such, which could not very ell be
helc in the Goegpel Hall, it was not very far to the publlc
hall, Like mimy of the houses, this builiing was made out
of bits and picces azeed frem here and there and put toget-
her., It was never finicghed an’ looked like an 0ld barn,but
it suited the people of Glen Yarit and nearly all cf them had
a lot of fun there,

Although “len T'arl: ha’ a true country town ship atmosphere
it was nct re«lly a town, for it had no pub, no flechznics
Institute, an’ in fact almost nothing except a tiny post
office which balanced itself precariously on high wooden
posts on a steep hillside, so thut you could step onto the
verancah straight Trom the road on one side but had to be
mighty Cdreful not tce fall off the verandeh,resting on high
blocks, on the other side of the building. The area was
also remarkable in that it had no na me, only 2 rcad called
Glen rark and the name of the Fost «ifice was not Glen Fark
but 1t had 2 foolish name that some outsider stuck on to it.

The Glen Tarlt area continued 5o plod along in it's own
contented wayr and it became noticeable thuat more houses
vere being built in the area. 1These were not in the good
olc¢ style at all. MNost of them were erected by professiona
builders, supposedly for the comfort an” convenience of the
OWNEeres, Yet 1t was noticed that many were rather odd-
looking structures, being gueer jumbles o stones,bricks
an. wood, but nicely painted over and dolled up to be some-
thing special. They were somewhat larcer than the old
houses =nd this was egspecially done so that the owners could
spend mors money than they could afford, not only to build
them but to pay fhe coot of heatine them »n in the =—inter.
cu

Ridiculougly enough, the wltham Yorth area was then part
of the Cit f teidelbery, and if anyone ranted to go to the

fown all to see the liayor, or his dog, or even to see the
aldermcn who was supposge’ to represent the area, it took him
+ whole day te et there an. back, Hot that the +trip dicd

any ©cod becauun thoce fellows at the Heidelbers Town Hall
reparded Lltham Horth as being on the other gide of the moon,
or even <id nct know it existed.
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There were @.so other people in thoe outer areas of the
City of ileidelberpg who thourht their areas werc being neglect-
ed too and gracdually a feeling developed that a new shire
should be formed. This took gquite a few years of hard work
by a lot of pecple. dLventuolly someone became fed up with
all thesc protracted “eulings and so after some fuss and
excitement, a genie wos hired from Arabiaz, and one morning
all those pecople woke to find themselves in the new Lhire
of viamonc¢ Valley. At Eltham ilorth, the iorth .ard of the
City of Heidelberg became the South Zast Riding of the Shire
of Liamond Valley and who else but a genie could have affected
such a chsnge”

Un -ednesday %0th September,1964 the ismond Valley Council
met for the first time in the Council Chamber at Greensborough.
‘The new Councillors of the new Shire of Diamond Valley had the
wonderful icea that they could reduce everybody's rates and
at the came time build new roads everywhere. It took a few
vears before they woke up to the fact that only mugs would
think like that, so the rates were increased *o where they
were befeore, only more so. However, sowme mood came of the
new Shire, becanse now, if you wanted to see vhat a councill-
or looke: like, vou could hop,step and jump along Ryans Road
to where Councillor Coleclourh lived; and one day Cr.

Colclourh became whire I'resident and this was remarkable for
now there was a Shire Fresident pructically sitting on your
doorstep; and what was more, this very important person was
actvnully seen arocund the place, ctten'ing Trogress meetings,
an” listenine carefully to what anyone ha: to say. Cr.Col-
clough proved himself s mighty muan, for many years celflessly
civine hicg spare time in a voluntary capacity to “urther and
irprove the lot of the people of wltham Liorth, ant of the
Shire of Liamond Valley—and, wonder of wencders, Cr.Colclough
4id even succeed in having .allowa Road bitumenised. In
fact, few 4ltham Horth residents used it.

Some time after the line had been drawn on the map from
Liamond Creek settlement to the Yarra Yarra Hiver, a survey
team was sent out slong it. They expected to Jo the job in
a Tew weeks but it took much longer. The poor fellows had a
terrible time, blun’ering through the heavy bush and they
guickly founc¢ that the road, as a road, was an utter imposs-—
ibility, except perhaps to ancient Romans or future supermaen,
for it's way lec over the worst possible route, up anc down
precipitous hills and across steep gullies, with hardly a
flat section to it. At any rate, for better or worsc, they
completed the Jjob and the line on the map was oificially
razetted ags a certified Government Reoad.

A 7oir road went from Diamoend Creek to the gravel pits
at the tep o7 the hill ot Ramptons Road., The section of
Kyens Kecad between Ruamptons Koad an’ the bobttom of the deep
F1ily by the Zlvham boundary was then knowun as Balakian's
Hill, after en .rmenian who owned the preper!ty known as
"Balgar" now owned by Lir.william i'ecl, This road was very
rough and older residents report that when carts went Jown
this hill, 2 sapling was “hrust between the back wheels and
this acted ag ¢ bra"c, the carhts actuwily sliding down the

hill. Yerhnrs the lagt horse-cdrawn vehicle in the area was
that of the bltham niliman. About twenty one years ago,

Balakian's Hill was formed up and graded by the ileidelberg
Conncil.,
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In all your life, if you went for a thousand miles, you
would never fin? such & beautiful straight road on the map,
but when you tried to follow it, you found such a tangle
of bits an? pieces of roa’, winding in and out and up and
Gown and sometimes you didn't know whether you woulw end up
in Eltham or Greensborough or get lost and have to camp for
the night somewhere.

About the time that Balskian's Hill was first graded,
Rvans Road bristled out in a rash of electric light poles
put 1p by the $.8.C. to bring some home comforts to the
forgotten pioneers of Eltham North.

Up to about forty years ago there was a large area of
bushland bordered on the north by Glen Park Road, on the
south and east of the Shire of Eltham and on the west by
Ryans Road. 411 the big timber had been cut out and

bushfires had gone through it
bush timber anc low scattered
no complete bush clearing for
for a small area on the banks

a few times leaving only light
undergrowth. There had been
agricultural purposes,except
of Diamond Creek opposite

Railway Parade. At that time the owners would have been
delighted to receive ten thousanc dollare for the whole
1) + 7 i i , € i si
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It was poor land with clay surface and practically no top
soil and would graze little more than one bandicoot to the
acre-. 0 the area was surveyed out with roads and sub-
divided into lots,. At that time there were no council by-
laws that roads must be formed up anc¢ if building by~-laws
existed they were not cenforced, the situation being much
more free and easy than at present. So then this areca
became known s the Lltham Ieights Estate.

At about the same time, a smaller area of land between
weidlich Road, Lyans Road and Ramptons Road was also sub-
divided and these two estates compromised about one third
of the area known now as Eltham North.

Puring the Depression, no one believed that anyone would
ever build on the Eltham Heights Zstate. From 194C onwards
a slow buying and selling went on but only a few houses were
built on the fringes, mainly along Ryans Road. An except-
ion was a house built by Mr.Jack at the lowest part of
Scenic Crescent,near Diamond Creek, with a rough bush road
leading to it. Later on a few more houses and shacks began
to appear along the section of Scenic Crescent, near Elm
Crescent.

Up to this time there was a delightful bush country town-
ship at ®ltham, with a small post office satore where
Patterson's now stands. There were large gum trees scatter-
ed along the road leading through it and on the railway side
stood the attractive Shillinglaw Cottage, a blacksmithy, a
small weatherboard grocer shop, and a garage with petrol
pumps beside the kerb. The site now occupied by the post
office was a vacant lot and access to the small weatherboard
railway station was direct from the road to the Eltham side
and across the rails from the Diamond Creek side.
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vith more people commencing to live on the hills, sone
resentment began to make itself felt in regard to access
to the shopping centre at the township of kltham. To get
there by road, it was necessary to follow a circuitous
route, via Ryans Road, Balakian's Hill, up the hill on the
Eltham side, Bird Street, Silver Street and thence to
Diamond Strcet. A foot track led from near the top of
Balakian's Hill and another from Highpoint Crescent to the
gully at the bottom of Silver Street, thence along Inez
Avenue. The track then led across a short corner of the
property then owned by the three Misses 0'Callaghan, to get
on to Liamond bStreet. Two other foot tracks from Scenic
Crescent to Diamond Street led across the property of the
Misses O'Callaghan, one straight down the hill, another
following the banks of Diamond Creek., Although these foot
travellers did no obvious harm, the Misses ('Callaghan began
to be resentful of them and attempted to stop them.

In fact, the property owned by the Misses 0'Callaghan in
the Shire of Eltham was the curse of meny of the residents
of Eltham Dorth as it effectively blocked a convenient
access route to the area, At different times, the owners
were approached by residents in regard to access roads or
tracks; also Cr.idarmer, President of the Shire of Eltham,
who lived in Bolton Strect near the railway, interviewed
them for this purpose. The Trustees of the Judge Book
Homes across Diamond Creck also tried to purchase the
property.

The three llisses ('Callaghan lived in an attractive old
two storey house of hand made red bricks and slate roof,
similar too snd built about the same time as chillinglaw
Cottage. Only one sister was scen regularly pottering
around Diamond otreet or shopping in Elthom. Thedr property
was a large clearcd ares of mostly arable land, but no
farming had been done there for many ycars except that the
0ld ladies kept a few chooks and cows, and the whole place
became neglected and forlorn. But still, the long grassy
slopes interspersed by patches of gorse and topped by a
belt of gum trees, were a delight to the eycs. =ventually
two of the old ladies died within a short time of each other,
and only one was left,

About this time a2 young solicitor, Mr.Brian Smyth,
came to live in the lovely mud brick house on the banks of
Diamond Creeck, below the C'Callaghan property and after a
while he began to act on behalf of IMMiss C'Callaghan. For
many years it had been half known, but now began to be more
fully realised, that when the last C'Callaghan died the
property would be handed to the Catholic Church and it was
for this reason that the Misses C'Callaghan could not
negotiate with snyone else, when the last Miss O'Callaghan
became so feeble that she could not look after herseclf she
went to a nursing home in Greensborough where she died a
few months later,

The charming old C'Czllaghan house had been neglected
for many years and nceded some structural and general
repairs. «hether it could or could not have been repairecd
is problematical for the fact was that it was demolished
and this was the worst and least publicised act of vandal-
ism ever known in this area.

A section of about ten acres was then separated from
the estate and thig became the property of Mr.Smyth. Now,
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unfortunately enough, Mr.Smyth's new property abutted on
the end of Inez Avenue where the foot track crossed to
Diamond Street. A foot bridge led across a ditch here.
Mr.8myth had constructed a wire fence which crossed the
track and before long, someone cut some of these wires.
The fence was repaired and for good measure the footbridge
destroyed. Some of the residents in Inez Avenue now
became thoroughly angry and they rebuilt the foot bridge.
But, the owner, angrier still, sent in a bull dozer which
completely demolished the rebuilt bridge and built up a
mound of earth over the track at the end of Inez Avenue.

It was now felt that some stronger action was necessary,
and the residents of Inez Avenue and Kerrie Crescent
arranged for some councillors from the Shire of Eltham to
meet them in Inez Avenue to discuss the matter. ©Lome res-
idents of Ryans Road were told of this meeting and they
spent some time talking to many residents in kltham iorth,
who might be interested.

Ané so it came to pass that when the three Lltham Coun-
cillors came, expecting to meet three or four, they had
quite a surprise, for they found there not only a dozen
ratepayers from the Shire of Eltham but Cr.Colclough,
Shire President, and Cr.MacKenzie of Lltham Horth and
about fifty other people from kltham Horth. It was a cold
but fine winters morning and the gully wherc they met was
sodden with water. Lveryone tramped around and talked and
got their fecet wet.

All ratepayers present wanted the bhire Council of
Eltham to compulsorily acruire the land for the foot track
from Inez Avenue to Diamond btreet and the reason for this
could be clearly seen. The councillors, whilst promising
to do what they could, would not commit themselves.
Mr.Christoffersen of Ramptons Road, who unfortunately
arriveé after the meeting was over, submitted the most
original idea when he said that as an underground <rain was
neecded, the best idea was to make it seven or eight feet
high and then the people could pass under the land and not
over it!

As is now known, the compulsory acquisition was not
accomplished but some good did come of the meeting. At
that time Kerric Crescent was not & through road and the
Eltham Council now formed up this road to connect Diamond
Strect to Bolton Street making a much shorter route from
Ryans Road to Lltham. The £ltham shire also put in an
underground drainage channel from Silver Utreet to Diamond
Creek ( but it was so small that even Mr.Christoffersen
could not crawl along it). Later the section of road
was formed up between Highpoint Crescent and Silver Otreet
in the Shire of Diamond Valley,

A few vears later, a further attempt was made to acquire
the right of way from Inez Avenue to Diamond Street. On
this occasion, Mr.Beasley who lived in Inez Avenue, lodged
an application to the Board of "orks. Attended by «
solicitor, lMr.Beasley appeared in the City of Melbourne
before the Commissioners of the Board of works. ife was
supported by a petition of ratepayers of ltham and Eltham
North. The Shire Engineer of kltham, Mr.lclonald, attended.
Mr.Beasley was opposed by the Sisters of Charity who were
now in possession of the 0'Callaghan kstate. No charity was
displayed and the application was rejected.
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At the bottom of Scenic Crescent where Mr.Jack lived, the
situation had deteriorated. The former farmland along

the Eltham North side of Diamond Creek had for many years
been used by Boy Lcouts as a camping ground, and they had
constructed a footbridge across the creek to Railway
Parade. It was a simple bridge consisting of two long
stringers, with the ends resting on the earth banks, and
the footway made of boards nailed on. The Jack's and some
other residents made good use of it and kept it in repair,
until as successive floods passed over it, the bank on which
the stringers rested, began to subside. The Scout Bridge
then acquired such a slant as to become almost impassable.
Also there had been some earthworks and a fence construct-
ed on the Eltham bank anéd the way became difficult. The
final blow was then another flood swept most of the bridge
away. Mr.Jack now industriously constructed another
shorter and lower bridge on a different side, but this
became even more subject to flood damage.

Almost since the Shire of Diamond Vslley came into
being, private individusls, shire councillors, shire
engineers and Uncle Tom Cobleigh and all have tramped up
and down Liamond Creek sceking a sultable place where some
kind of bridge can be constructed across iiamond Creck to
provide more convenient access to Eltham Heights Lstate,
but no one has vet been able to do it, Endless repres—
entations have been made to shire Councillors, land-holders
the sisters C'Callaghan, the isters of Charity, and perhaps
gven to Cld Nick himself, but if ever anyone wanted to
find a prime instance of muddle and bingle and pigheaded
stubbornness they would be hard put to find a better place
than around that part of Diamond Creek.

The residents of Scenic Crescent are the most affected
by this lack of access across the Liamond Creek and as more
people come to live there, the problem becomes worse.
Committees have formed and at one stage, the Eltham Council
actually agreed to construct a footbridge. It was reported
in the Diamond Valley News that the Eltham Shire engineer
estimated the cost of construction at nearly »40,000. This
obvious overstatement enabled the Eltham Council to back
cown on the project. In subseguent years the Eltham
Council constructed two footbridges across the Diamond
Creck, one near the Eltham High School and one near Bridge
otreet; the total costs of both of these was considerably
less than 40,000,

The o0ld scont bridge lasted a long time. It cost nothing.
It was constructed by voluntary labour. But the landowners
of that time did not object to leaving it there. The
situation is now that the Council will not build a bridge
because of the cost. The landowners along the creek do
not want it built and finally, the people who want it,
will not combine together to construct it themselves. The
result anyway is NGO BRIDGE. well, not exactly, a single
plank crosses the creek close to the site of the old Scout
Bridpe. Agile children anc¢ mountain goats go across it,
but what are needed are a couple of 0ld telegraph poles and
the ohire President's front fence and there you have the
ideal cheap convenient footbridge!

About fifteen years ago the F.M.G. became aware that
there was & place called Bltham North and commenced
installing new telephone cables, some strung from post to
post, and some buried underground. Frior to this, it was
impossible to have a 'phone installed and some residents
had to wait years for one.
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Also about this time the population explosion had begun to
make itself felt in xltham North and more houses were
being built. Along Hysns Road and Bolten bireet, the new
Sunrise Estate was sub-divided and in this instance gravel
roads formed.

Come confusion now began, betwecn this Bolten GLtreet in
Diamond Valley and the Bolton ttreet only a short distance
away in Elthsm. 8o, on representation from the Progress
Association, Diamond Valley Bolten was chunget to becone
Progress Road. 4#Also, but a little later, the section of
Bolton Street in Eltham between the Diamond Valley-Eltham
boundary and the railway, was renamed Ryans Road so that
Ryans Road now extended from the railway to Liamond Creek.

One of the features of all the homes in Eltham North was
the water tanks decorating the exterior of each dwelling.
During the dry summer months the water situation became
pretty grim for some people, and water had to be purchased
and delivered by tanker. This cost about #10 a thousand
gallons, the charge being for cartage. And so it was
inevitable that the Progress Association should concern it-
self with the water problem. For years it carried on agit-
ation and correspondence, but it was not until the l:iamond
Valley Shire camec into being that any pronising develop-
ment took place. It must be acknowledged with unstinted
gratitude to the late lir.Tindall and the Committee of the
Eltham North Progress iAssociation did a wonderful job on
this project. But the secemingly insuperable problems were
overcome, and at last the great day came when the excavat-
ors set to work digging the trenches and laying the large
water pipes from the aqueduct, along Ryans Road ancd thence
gradually along other roads. It was in the middle of a
hot dry summer that the water first coursed through the
pipes. The Board of works continued the pipes along Ryans
Road till they connected with the Eltham water pipes and SO
Eltham also benefitted from the industry of those at kltham
North.

Prior to the coming of the water most of the Eltham Heights
Estate remained a roadless wilderness and on the Zrd llarch,
1065 a disastrous bush fire raged through the estate. It was
believed to have started on the north side of Orchard Avenme
near Ryans Road, and was first noticed and reported by the
"eirl on the motor scooter" who fortnightly collected the
milk money.

There was some delay while the girl tried to contact the
Fire Brigade and in the meantime, the fire raced down the
hills of the Eltham Heights Estate towards the Liamond Creek.
There werc then fow houses there and only a rough bush road
along the ridge near Scenic Crescent. The fire Jumped the
Dismond Creek near the Judge Book Village, not then as large
as now, which was evacuated, but it was stopped there. At
two houses alons Scenic Crescent the fire came right up to
the walls =nd lir.Jack's home right at the bottom in the middle
of the conflagration was saved by the large cleared area
arouns it, which had beecn energetically maintained by
Mr.Jack for many years. The village was undamaged but some
of the lovely gums near the creek eventnally died.

It looked as though this began to be the end of 1t, when
suddenly a strong south wind came blustering up and the
dying flames roared to a new life up the hills to the north
of the Estate, up through the bush with the thickest under-
growth, up towards the Glen FTark Road, where there were a
large number of old weatherboard houses, Burning ashes were
carricd as far as Research and Diamond Crecek and were
thought to have caused a fire at Wattle Glen. The fire was
stopped at Glen Fark koad, though small areas were burnt

U T T B, TR U, (PP
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of wltham ilorth were burned to death. I'ifteen houses
were degtroyed in this area., “the fire brigades had a
hard day and both the Regional Cfficer, lr.Arthur McPhan,
and the Eltham Fire Brigade Captain, lir.Gaston, reported
then that though they had fought worse fires, none was in
such appalling conditions.

There was considerable speculation as to the cause of
this fire, Many thought it was caused by the sun magnified
through a broken bottle, but the Fire Brigade members
believed it was deliberately 1lit by a diabolical device of
matches. They had found many such scattered throughout the
area. JIurther, at a later time a man had been seen throwing
pieces of burning paper from a car, but a2 road blockage by
police and fire brigades failed to catch him. An enquiry
held into the cause of the fire established that there was
no conclusive proof of origin.

It was a terrible time of disaster and despair, and the
following extracts from an account written at the time show
this vividly:

March %rd (Ash vwednesday)..."the fire siren sent, and on
looking out, a volume of smoke was gushing upwards at the
back of our place. It became more intense, blacker and
more yellow, and spread down towards the valley morc and
more quickly. This was about 12 o'clock. TFire carts and
volunteers, a tanker and more volunteers arrived. Another
siren went, then a Metropolitan Fire truck arrived with
bells ringing. JThe smoke was spreadingeeocs'

"At the height of the blaze a helicopter and a light plane
flew over.. it has just come over the air that the Eltham
North fire has been controlled after burning in three hours
about 4 square niles(?) of forest country..." (Fote: 1 sq.
mile would be nearer to it). "One of the fire carts has

Just now gone Jown to Eltham, time 3.45pm'" "Cars ran up and
down the roads all day, a bulldozer was at work behind us,
and the afternoon grew warmer to 10% F..."

March 4th. "Hot eastern northerlies stirred up at 9.%0 am
and by 10.00 am the fire siren had gone and a fire cart
raced up the hill. Over the radio I heard a fire had
broken out in the kltham North area again, but later it was
under control., Another fire occurred near Research'..

March 6th. "Light rain began falling"... "Boys are playing
firecarts, rushing around with a billy cart and emitting
long siren screams".. "The burnt patches are still giving
off patches of smoke".. "People trying to telephone us have
been met with a recorded voice saying the line was too busy,
but we have becn able to make outward calls"eeooo

March 7th Sunday:" Today is the sixth successive day of
total fire ban".. Cars have been coming up the hill #ll
day, sightsccing".c..

March 11th. "Teday is a terrible day. Tires burning since
1.30. OCne near Regearch died down, and then seemed to flare
up towards the Flenty River. It roared downstream along
the river to Greensborough in fiftecen minutes. It burnt

all the hilles around Tartington's Ylat, Jumped the Plenty
River and commenced burning the backs of shops in the lMain
otreet,Greensborough, where the owners were gserving custom-
ers, not even knowing the fires were there...'" "Another fire
the same day,from near Kesearch, went around the back of
Bltham,crossed lt.Fleasant Road, down to Laughing waters where
ten houses were burnt, then crossed the river to Pound Bend

-

21 warrandyte.
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"we did not sleep much that night, with fires almost all
around us, hopineg that there wonld be no change of wind,
or even a new fire, to bring them closer.."

& few days later: "Today we walked along Lcenic Crescent,
down to lLiamond Creek an:? found the place silent and in
utter desolation, with blackened tree trunks standing
starkly.." "At Greensborough, the once-green hills anﬁ
gullies are also black and ollenfoo' "Todav at the Lltham
Railway Station the porters were playing hockey with broom-
sticks but elsewhere, people, everywhere, are out in the
streets talking about it all.." "The Liamond Valley Jews
is now filled with causes and remedies, and the need for
access roads, clearing and water supplies..”

Lurine the next year,1966, there were practically no bush
fires anywhere. It was a good year with good rains. In
fact, on one occasion, the drains in the newly constructed
sub—way under the Eltham »tation became blocked and the sub-
way completely filled up with water. & new job was found
for the Lltham Fire Brigade vho pumped it out. In this year
decimal currency was introduced.

1967 was a good year for kltham Horth, but also a bad one.

It was good becau)e that year the new water main was laid
along Ryans load. It was bad because it was a very dry summer
and there were more bush-fires. Indeed it was a very dry
summer and it subsequently proved to be the driest year on
record, in the 112 years since records were commenced The
vear tho water came there were also water restrictions and
that vear lMelbourne gardeners had to cease using hoses and try
their hand at bucketing.

Tanks were running very low and the lJiamond Valley News report-
ed water shortases in kltham Sorth. Frivate tankers were
busy carting water and even the Council had a tanker supplying
water throughout the hire.

During Februasry the fire sirens kept everybocy on their toes
coing almost everv day and on some days two or three times.
But all the fires were guickly controlled. At one time there
were seven consecutive days of total fire ban and one night
was the HOTT=OT [POR TwhiTY FIVE YEARS. A shed was burnt but
the house saved at Elthan lorth.

sater commenced flowing in the new main at Lltham Liorth at the
end of January and people along Ryans Road, with their tongues
hanrine out gasping for water, could not get their pipes
connected for two days because of total fire bans which woulad
not let the welders work, The fire sirens continued almos?t
daily “uring lMarch and in the early part of the month there
were several fires in the Lunrise bstate area. At 4:3%0 pm

on March 23rd a great orange ball of flame rose in the air
from veidlich Koad., Fire sirens were going and soon brigades
from iltham,biamond Creek,Flenty and lMetropolitan were on

the job.

This turned out tc be two fires at once, both of which had
obviously been deliberately 1it at the one point on both
sides of weidlich Road, about 200 yardes fror the oLunrise
Estate. Une spread across the c¢pen grass paddocks of the

old weidlich Istate anc the other ran through the open Iorest
towards Ramptons Icad; at this time there were few houses in
this area and nc houses were lost. <hen extinguished by the

combined brigades it had burnt out nearly one hundred acres.



1068: Despite the extremely hot dry conditions and the numer-
ous small fires, there were nc major outbreaks in the Diamond
Valley this year. Instead, the arsonists appeared in the
Dandenongs where there were a number of terrible conflagrat-
ions attended by up to sixty fire tankers. The Dandenong
fires, most believed to be deliberately 1lit, continued
several summers,

2

But the Diamound Valley was to take one more terrible beating
and this happened too close to Eltham North for comfort. While
the younger men went off to fight it the older men and the
women congregated along the hills watching the fire and hoping
ghere would not be a change in the wind to bring it to Eltham
North.,

Cn the morning of 9th January,1969 a fire commenced on the
outskirts of Diamond Creek township and raced towards Research.
It could not be stopped, continued on, spreading out to Panton
Hill,warrandyte and Laughing Waters. There were actually three
separate fires- at Diamond Creek, Reynolds Road Research and
South warrandyte which eventually linked up together, the fire
raging through an area where there were no water mains and
practically 2ll water had to be carried in by tankers. At the
height of the fires it was cstimated there were 2,000 firemen
and voluntcers. DPolice had great difficulty blocking off crowds
of sightseers.

From Eltham North could bc¢ scen great bursts of black and
apricot smoke and flame which indiceted houses going up. The
fires burnt clectricity poles and power was cut off in the area.
This also affected the electric pumps which supplied water to
Eltham North, and for five hours, only a few who had kept their
tanks had any water and the power was cut off also. The next
day thc townships were full of cars and people, and relief
stations were set up and fire relief funds were raised. Again a
helicopter flew over. TFire carts were rushing around putting
out cccasional leftover fires.

The daily newspapers had nothing to say about it at all- it
happened at the weekend and it was left to the Diamond Valley
News to give a reasonably full report:

Losses werc 68 homes znd businesses destroyed, being

29 at Research,
12 at Diamond Creck,

at Panton Hill,

at Zltham,

st Wattle Glen

at Horth Warrandyte and
4 at west Warrandyte.
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Professor Usborne's historic old home at Kangaroo Ground,
then occupied by his daughter and her husband, Mr. and Mrs.
(Cr.)Pelling, was among those¢ destroyed. Mr.Pelling only
saved himself by sharing his dam with his prize bull.

Three wooden bridges on the Hurstbridge line were burnt and
for a long time the railways ran s bus service from Eltham.

The fire ot Zltham Horth in 1965 caused distress and anguilsh
to many, but as happened before, from disaster came action.
This rousing of = riding spurred the Diamond Valley Council to
a degree of activity it would have +aken years to accomplish
otherwisc. A Country Roads Board grant was obtained and a long
ago surveyed road (later to be called Frogress Road) from Ryaons
Road to Glen Fark Road was cleared snd formed up(though the
section of Progress Road betwzen Glen Park Road and Wattletree
Road was not completed. This part has a foot track known
locally as the "goat track.") Later came Elm Crescent, to be



then continued into and along Scenic Crescent, down to Jack's
house near the Diamond Creck. IMr.Cope had had bulldozed, in
formidable terrain, the section of Scenic Crescent from Ryans
Road to his housc. The cost of this was paid by landownecrs along
this road.

A series of awful ruts and potholes called Highpoint Crescent
was formed up, and this joined on to Silver Street to make
another shorter way to Eltham. Allison Crescent, Sherbrooke
Streect and more of Scenic Crescent became apparent as rather
rough roads.

After the 1967 fire at weidlich Road, the Fire Brigade complained
so much about the terrible state of Ramptons Road that this too
was reformed and graded, the first time since it had been con-
structed. At about this time, the Eltham Council tore down a
great number of trees in this area and constructed a wide fire-
break along the Shire boundary, from Karingal Drive to the
G'Callaghan Estate.,

There arc now mony residents in fine new houses who have not seen
or been in a bush fire and even cannot believe that it ever
happened in Eltham North; or, if it did that it will not happen
again. Why? Now there is water, access roads everywhere, modern
fire fighting tankers and brigades! How can it happen again?

Den't you believe it It can happen again!

Most of us who came to live here, did 80, Lecause we like the
bushland surroundings, the clean air, and the absence of indust-
rial and commercial arcas. But the very bush we like so much is
our greatest danger. No one knows more than the Diamond Valley
Council that the Shire generally is regarded as an extreme bush
fire dangcr area. Every year now, the Council sends notices to
owners of undcveloped blocks: "Get your land cleared before
Christmas! Cut down grass snd undergrowth to the height of three
inches! If you cun't do it yourself, here is a list of contract-
ors! If you don't do it, the Council will do it at your expense."

The conservationists and bush 1ivers do not care for these instruch-

ions at all. They sce the bush flora being gradually destroyed.,
Already the indigenous native wild flowers and orchids are becom-
ing rare and hard to find. Has anyone seen one of those large
potato orchids lately: Where have those masses of triggers, dark-
cyed susans and everlastings gone?

But worse still, 2 hot dry summer of shrivelled leaves and long
dry grasses, a strong north wind, a roaring billowing, flaning
bush fire raging through our properties...."where have all the
houses gonejil!l "

But other things happened in IZlthom North, as Mrs.M.Tindall
rccorded:

"Persuing memory lane, Eltham North once had snow in June,1951,
Watching the flakes fall through the window, one scemed to be

in snother land. All the domestic animals including Tilly Geat
came intoc the kitchen for warmth. "It's your Irish ancestry show-
ing", said my husband disapprovingly. Outside the scene was
incredibly beautiful, and eerily silent. A thick white blanket
of snow, with "Christmas" trees glistening in the sunlight! What
fun the children hacd throwing snowballs and making the inevitable
snowmen. "

One of the oldest houses still extant in Eltham North is at the
head of Ramptone Rouad, nearly opposite Christoffersens. This
poor old dirty, weary house, with flaking paint and rusty roof,
was owned by u chock farmer, Mr.Raompton, and the track which

led to his housc from what is now cnalled Karingnl Drive, inevitably

becanme known s Ramptons Road,
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Following the course of Karingal Drive there i1s 2on unnamed
watercourse, which is controlled by the Board of Works (WOW!)
snd roadways cannot be constructed across this Bow-wow Creek
unless to B.C.W. gpecific tions. Entry to Ramptons Road

wag through o locked gute, then across Bew-wow Creck by 2
selidly constructed trestle bridge. st some stage, the track
to Ramptons was properly formed up with concrete pipe culverts.
Eventually the locked gnte was removed znd the road continued
by 2 tortuous S bend to Ryans Road.

By =2about 1955 the trestle bridge had fallen into such disrepair
that it now could not be used, and was in fact known as the
"Broken Bridge". Ramptons Road itself was almost impassable
with washaways anyway.

After o flat refusal by the Heidelberg Council to repair the
bridge, as it was on =2 private rcad, the men residing in the
five or six houses then in Ramptons Road, raised the necessary
funds and repaired it themselves. They cut three feet off the
split tops of the supporting pos#s, laid three heavy stringers
acreoss and then made a roadway of old railway sleepers.

Here their industry ran flat, the slcepers were not spiked to
the stringers. They stayed in position when wet, but during the
dry sumners camc apart and scme had 2 habit of sliding off. The
bridge had no railings and o crossing was likely to be hazard-
ousS.

At this time Rrmphtons was a lovely quiet bush road, bordered and
overhung by gur trees. In July, hundreds of Cootamundra wattles
turned 1t into a blaze of golden glory. In the spring, the
upper part was covered by thousands of yellow everylastings and
white freezias, and many other native flowers and orchids.

About 1960 a2 largce tract of land bordering Ramptons Road was
subdivided and an unsealed road, worringah Crescent, was
constructed, Gradually, thus more people came to live in the
Ramptons Road area, though slowly, as there were then no water,
clectricity or telephone.

when the FP.lM.G. decided to do something about this, a mnug driver
of a truck laden with poles commenced to cross the ©ld narrow
bridge. He didn't. Some of the slecepers slid off and the truck
ended up in Bow-wow Creek. It was cquite a performance, and an
cven greater one getting the truck cut.

But now the Council decided to do semething. Heidclberg had,
by this time, been supplanted by Diamond Valley. A huge
barricade of old F.lM.G. poles, white painted barriers and
flashing ycllow lights were erected. It was almost larger and
stronger thon the bridge itself. But after a week or two, some
Council employees actunlly did replace the broken slcepers and
spiked them on, 2nd the bridge was re-opened. But for months
afterwards the Council hotly debated whether the bridge should
be repaired or replaced by the P.M.G., the Board of Works, the
Diamond Valley Council, or the Governor of Victoria. But in the
end, predictably, the Council was true to furm snd did nothing
nere.

And now new roads were constructed, some even bitumenised,
between Ramptons Read and weidlich Reoads, and more houses were
built in the area. water, electricity and tclephones got there
somehow, 2and as the old bridge becane more dilapidated with
greater use, the Council crected signs "Load limit half ton"
which were largely ignored.
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The residents kept on prodding the Council to "do something."
In 1960 six residents repaired the bridge themselves,

In 1976 sixty residents would nct stir thenmselves to do any-
thing, and so 2t last the Council "did scmething".

In February,1977 they closed the bridge. Again. Permanently.

Wwell, not altogether. The bridge was never again used. But
one of the functions of lLocal Government is to keep roads and
bridges open to traffic., Having closed the bridge the Council
was now bound to "do something'" and in 1978 the old wooden
bridge was rcmoved and a cconcrete tunnel constructed. As
this is another access road from Ryans Road to Karinggl Prive,
the residents in Ramptons Road can now expect their share of
dust!

Up to about five years azgo, it wasg thought that the Ranptons

Road =rea was up in the woop woops, a rotten c¢ld bridge, a

deeply rutted rcad, a few tumbledown houses. But now 1t is
almost unrecognisable. With almost every convenience, new

houses cverywhere, even some bitumen roads, and wonder of wonders,
the first part of Eltham North to be seweraged.

Over the border, in the Shire of Eltham, a narrow bridge and a
concrete dum across Bow-wow Creck had been construsted many years
ago by Mr.Bernard bSmith, and this aren became a haven for native
birds.

In 1973 the ares betwcen the Ramptons Road Bridge and the shire
boundary became subdivided and this became of some concern to
Mrs.Rosemary Adams of Warringah Crescent. In early 1974 she
presented interesting listings of birds and native plants of

this area and printed in Eltham North News. She complained about
tree destruction on new roads and sullage of Bow-wow Creek. ©She
also made attempts to interest the owners of the land; the D.V.
Council and the State Government to preserve this area.

This was 21l very cormmendable, with, however, no result. Mrs.Adanms
could not know that to put her own house where 1t is, there was
terrific destruction of trees during construction of Wwarringah
Crescent and along the fire break made by the Shire of Elthanm to
the boundary.

In the Bow-wow Craek and Mr.Smith's dam there ig considerable
growth of bulrushes. Recent experiments in Europe have proved
that bulrushes assinilate pollution and effluent, causing cleans-
ing of waters. Br.Bernard Smith has recently renewed the fence
around his private sanctuary, and herc at least, the bird life
renains relatively undisturbed.

Once upon o time, a2 watercourse much the same as Bow-wow Creek,
roen down the place where Swanston Street, Melbourne is now. It
may be hoped that even in & hundred years time, Karingal Drive
will net look like Swanston Street, but the developers, the
Councils and the Board of Works are trying.

The Bow-wow Creck discharges into Diamond Creek below Bridge
Strecet., Of it's upper reaches, there are five branches. The
one from Briar Hill, beside Sherbourne Road, was the first to
gc about ten years ago. This cnce pleasant little creck ncw
runs underground in a concrete pipe.

About the tinme the Heidelberg Council bitumeniscd their sccticn
of Karingal Drive, the one from Mountainview Road went under-
ground in drainage pipes and this was crontinued by the Beard of
works along Karingal Drive to just past where the kindergarten
was built,
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Only recently the other upperncst branch, along St.Helena
Road, =and the branch which commences at St.Clems Street, and
proceeds through the weidlich Estate have been partly under-
grounded., Another branch ran down the hill follcowing Ramptons
Road. Unknown tc newer residents, sheets of water three feet
deep and a hundred yards wide, following heavy rains, have
been observed coursing down Ramptons Road and St.Clems and
weidlich gully. And now there has been further burrcowing for
the new crossing for Weidlich Road.

The only native animals left are possums and bats; the native
undergrowth which provides food and shelter and nesting places
fer native birds is nearly all destroysed. This once lovely
watercourse, with meandering paths, is going, going. How socn
will it be gone?

Abcut fifteen years ago a man was travelling along Karingal

Drive on a winters morning after heavy rains. There was a

heavy fog and near Sherbourne Rcad he discerned,in the half light,
a nystifying object resting in the bed of Bow-wow Creek. It
appecared to be a white faintly luminous ball about 20 feet in
diznmeter. The traveller stopped in amazement and with wild
thoughts of UFO's, and fears of the unknown, he moved closer to
examine 1t.

It was quite an anti-climax to discover it was a ball of sozp
bubbles; water pouring cover Smith's dam had caused foam to form
and a very faint night brecze had gathered it together and wafted
it downstream in this form. The traveller considered himself
fortunate to have scen this remarkable object, for it could not
happen like thet often, perhaps never again. But he did ruminate
that this could be a sign. This ball had formed from the effluent
of newly built houses- was this a sign of the beginning of the end?

It was thought that the oldest house still extant in Eltham North
was that formerly owned by Mr.Weidlich located on the high side
of weidlich Road near the creek. Up to a few years ago, this
house was discernablc from the road but partly hidden by trees.
Alas! Poor wWeidlich. The house is gone. The cld farm sheds in
the gully have only recently been demolished, and the 0ld fences
of hand made posts and rails, a lost art of the old bushmen with
keen eyes and strong steady hands, have almost all gone.

The government road branched off from Weidlich's farn road, to
become Preogress Road. Sone consternation was caused with this
when the Board of Works, ignoring pleas by conservationists, ran

a water pipe along it, rocting up trees wherever possible (so it
seened) but it was left to the Country Roads Board to throw a
spanner in the works. Suddenly in 1976, bulldeozers commenced work,
other machinery noved in and before long, this section of Progress
Read, became a wide treeless bitumenised road. At the junction of
Ryans Road, such a vast excavation was made that some people
thought it was the site for the new Eltham North Swimming Pool.

This first effort at improving the awful Eltham North government
rcads happcned by accident., The Country Roads Board had the

funis to improve Karingal Drive, but the Eltham and Diamond Valley
Councils dithered for so long on how it should be done, that the
C.R.B. ran out of time and patience and set to work on the next
projfct that they nhad on their list: which happened tc be Progress
Road!l

But if Progress Road was formed up and bitumenised with celerity,
what about that temporary Eltham North State School?

One week there was a bulldczer levelling the ground.

Next weck there were, what looked like a lot of large crates,
strewn 2ll over the place.

The next week the crates were in orderlvy rows.
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Somebody must have got hold of that genie from Arabia again. Who
else could have changed a lot of old crates into a school full of
kids? {11

Doubt exists as tc how $St.Clems Road received it's strange name,
It has a number of curves and has now become rough and rutted.

At the c¢nd is the house of the Evans who lived there for many
years. Hardy pecple, who nost of their lives walked along the
bush tracks to and from Elthan. Just past Evans' house, thec
road originnlly crossed a wocden bridge over this arm of the
Bow-wow Creek. This toc has long been 2 "broken bridge" but some
of it's timbers are still standing.

4lso on a property here there is a grassy slope overlocking an
enchanting lily pcol with a background of bright green grassy
swanpland.

Mr.Evans said that when he and his wife first came to Elthanm
North it was a very pretty crcek, but a piggery was established
cn the opposite hillside and sullage from there washed into the
creek, turning it into 2 kind of swanp. But the creek here is
still quite fascinating, consisting of meandering channels with
torpid waters, but crisscrosscd by nany slanting tree trunks.
Will this alsc, this delightful glade, become rubbish strewn,
hacked about and even totslly destroyed by the developers.

But with the formation of the Shire of Diamond Valley, a narked
change came to Eltham North. Ccuncil trucks came woekly to
collect nightsoil and garbage. Almost every square foot of
scme people blocks had been dug up as buriel grounds and the
amount of old cans and rubbish that littered almost every yard
had to be seen to be believed, Dizmend Valley Council made a
first clearance with trucks, teking everything; and now this is
done about once a year in skips. As a result Eltham Ncrth has
become rather more respectable.

Further, a large council grader appeared at fairly frequent
intervals and worked overnost of the roads. But, as usual, in the
sunner nonths they say the pilots in the aircraft find their

way te Tulla by ncting the large clouds of dust hanging over
Elthaon North! Down below, the people live in air-conditioned
scaled houses and only venture cutside in gas masks; or whiz
about, nearly suffocated in sealed steel boxes.

Prodded on by the Progress Association and Cr.Colcough, the
Diameond Valley Council now began to make some inprovements to
EyansRoad. The section between Frogress Road and Highpoint
Crescent, which was nc more than a narrow up and down dingle,
was widened and levelled a little better, with white painted
posts with reflectors added for decorations. Other acdornments
such as street names and road signs were added to make people
realise that it really was a road and not ncrely and wholly,
an irritaticn.

Regrettably, the name "Balakian's Hill" fell into disuse as more
residents neant more taxis, and the taxi drivers began to refer
to it as "The Big Dipper". This steep hill has quite some
character, though by no neans pleasant, either for drivers or
Nearby residents. Vehicles going up may be suddenly seen sliding
backwards to the bottonm. soue vehicles which start slowly from
the top find themselves going so fast at the bottom that women
passengers in the back seat have fainted frem lack of air. Others
have started frem the bottor and arrived at the top of the hill
with the driver having slipped into the back seat.
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The 'going up' side, on the left hand sicde ¢f the hill, consists
of soft soil and all efforts by the Council to improve it come to
nocthing. Those who are aware of this coeme up the hill on the
right sidec of the road, and this is rather disconcerting to those
coming down who don't know of it.

Drivers trying to comne uphill cn the left side find themselves

ir difficulties., In the wet weather, the road becomes a slippery
beg, and some cars nanage to find themselves sbuck in the gutter.
In the dry weather the left side, especially at the bottom, often
becomes axle deep in dust and it is quite 2 sight to see cars
trying to plough up the hill with a great bow wave of fine dust
issuing from the sides. About three years ago the hill was
widened about three feect and this improved the traffic flow. It
is now possible for cars to pass on the hill,

With the building boon going on, more and nore big trucks with
drivers new to the area appear on the scene. They look at their
uaps and sce this lovely straight road, and do not find out what
is in store for them until they get there. The hill is often
blocked with trucks stuck in the gutter and bricks, tiles and
concrete are often strewn across the road. And the dust kicked up
by these vehicles is unbelievable,

To the present day, Elthsan North has retained an air of country
charm with it's acres of wild bush lands, and there are very few,
if any, properties without gun trees and native shrubs. But nmore
oandé more, nany of these are belng uprcoted to make way for new
houses. Many owners sinply do not realise that the heavy watering
necded for neat respectable lawns means the destruction of the
delicate wild flowers nand orchids native to the area.

Victoria has a peculiar systen of "government" and "private rcads",
which gives risc to considerable worries, argument and litigation.
Elthom North has had, and will have, it's fair share of these. And
there is some confusion anongst residents and councillors regarding
their "rights" in regard to these roads.

With the "private roads", where the resident is compelled to pay
part of the construction costs, it is right and proper that the
residents should have their say in hcw the censtructicn should be
done. and they should deterninedly fight to sce that these road-
ways should retain a park-like appeéarance with the preservation of
trees and shrubs.

But the "government roads" are o different proposition., These are
main arterial roads carrying heavy traffic. The full cost of
construction is the business of the Country Roads Beard, and it

is the responsibility of the Surveyors and engineers to make the
roads fit for this traffic. These roads have to stand heavy traffic
for a very long time. These roads are nct public parks, and the
Country Roads Board is not concerned with soving trees, but with
providing proper drainage and clear visibility, in addition to well
graded and enduring rozds. It is nost improper and a form of
impertinence for reésidents to interfere with and demand preservat-~
icn of trees from the roa fngineers, who know their Jjob, and will
do it much better without interference,

However, cnce the roadway or pavenent, as it is technically known,
is completed, Councils arc free to plant trees along the footpaths,
If tended by residents they will grow quickly. In twenty years a
gum trec will grow 30 fzet with a base of one foot.
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The old gravel roads, picturesquely menadering through the
roadside trees were alright in the horse and buggy days, but
the fast heavy modern traffic has turned these roads into a
nightrare for those living along them, especially in the dry
sumner menths, when the dust clouds risc up and over the
houses and trecs making housework an abominable duty and rcad
travel = curse.

Even without rmuch road construction the trees along the reads
are gradually going with 5.E.C. poles and undergrcund water
and gas pipes. slong Ryans Road there was further devastat-
ion with the laying of a seccond and nuch larper gas main.

From time to tine therc have been protests about the state of
Ryans Road, nostly from small groups of residents. Protests
have becn lodged with Councils, Roads Boards and Governrents.
Some results have come frem this. It is promised that after
the Progress-Weidlich Road section is completed, that Ryans
Road will follow, first between the Railway =nd Progress Roads
and then later the rest of it.

Following a count of traffic on Ryans Road, the report was that
the volume of traffic was not sufficient for the high construction
ccst; but that construction might be commenced in 1980.

There have been considerable talks and correspondence with the
Diamond Vzlley Council about construction of private roads and
it appears that the form nost favoured is that to be found at
Greenhills. However, few, if any, residents want tc pay for the
roads themselves and at any rate can sce nc sense in doing the
side roads when the main roaeds remain unmade.

The South East Riding in the Shire of Diamond Valley, known as
Llthem North, is a rather unusual kind of a place. Fcople living
in part of it find that they live in Elthanm North South East/West
and could you find anything stranger than that!

Another odd thing about it is that it is almnst entirely a
residential area, there being only one shop cn the extreme north
edge.

4lthough not in mountain country, th re arz not many flat parts

in the area and this makes some problerms for house and road
builders. The soil, if any, is generally very pocr and this has
resulted in thoe greater part of it having renained native tree
covered; and this very factor gives Elthan North 2 unique suburban
character.

Up to abcut twenty years ago the greatest concentration of hous—
ing was in the Glen Park area, with an odd scattering of not more
thaon one hundred houses over the rest of it. 411 of these were

of weatherboard and fibro-cement. Older residents can now hardly
belicve it when they perceive the number of newer houses, nmany

of brick, sonc two-storied, some with strange appearance that seenm
te have almost nmiraculously commenced to cover the countryside.

Blthar Horth was a kind of dead-end place, with unpainted houses,
old shacks and rubbish strewn yards; but now almost all of this
has gone.

This area of cnce-cheap land has suddenly blossomed into a high
class, much scught after area with expensive properties set in
beautiful bush surrcundings.
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A remarkable transformation from the era of the old cellar

of hand made bricks recently discovered in Weidlich estate

area, and the conveniecnces people now hove nay be compared

with thet 6l1d windmill here, There it still stands up on

the hill over an cld well, an o0ld Australian iron windmill

with vanes still rotating merrily, the last of it's kind in
this nodernised district.

There are still nany ivprovenents to be made at Eltham North,

and the hopes and pronises of the future are still to cone,
May we look forward still to a

ROUSING OF A RIDING.

June,1978,

Eric Stephensen,
110 Ryons Road,
Llthar North.2095,



