[bookmark: _GoBack][image: C:\Users\Rosalie\Desktop\download.jpg]David Hay was born in Sydney, in 1948.  Until the age of seven, he lived in Lindfield and then his family moved to St Lucia, a suburb of Brisbane.  In 1960, when David was twelve, his father accepted a position in Melbourne, and the family set up house in Croydon.

David attended Camberwell Grammar, and after completing secondary education, worked for ICI. In 1968 David was called up for National Service and spent 1969 in Vietnam, as a Trooper with the First Armoured Regiment.  As the radio operator in a Centurion tank, David was involved in the battle of Binh Ba on 6th June, 1969, the biggest conflict for Australian armour during the war, and one of four landmark battles fought by Australians in Vietnam. He was wounded, but returned to active duty after a stint in hospital. 

David was discharged from active service in February, 1970, and in April of that year he married Leigh Talbot, at St John the Divine Anglican Church, Croydon. Leigh and David had met many years previous at the Young Anglican Fellowship at St John’s.
Before conscription, David had commenced a Diploma in Chemistry at Swinburne College. On discharge, he went back to studies and completed his Diploma at the Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology.  He then decided to enrol in an Honours year at La Trobe University.  He achieved a first class honours (H1) and then enrolled to do a PhD in crystallography, under the supervision of Dr Maureen Mackay.
David completed his PhD in 1981 and re-commenced his working life at the Commonwealth Explosives factory at Maribyrnong, but within months, had accepted a position with CSIRO. David spent the rest of his working life with CSIRO, working in areas of materials science, using his crystallographic knowledge as Principal Research Scientist, while also managing a research team.  David retired from CSIRO in 2012, but continued his scientific pursuits with CSIRO as an Honorary Fellow for the next 5 years.  
In 1972, David and Leigh had bought a house in Greensborough. In 1987 David was concerned to learn that the then Shire of Diamond Valley was considering demolishing the public swimming pool in Flintoff Street, so wrote a protest letter to the Diamond Valley News.  Within days, people from the local Greensborough community had contacted David, pressuring him to call a public meeting, which he did.  Expecting a few people to attend, he was staggered when close to 50 people 
arrived at his home.
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The community voted to form a group and CARING (Concerned Active Residents in Greensborough) came into being – a name David had chosen. CARING got off to a flying start by nominating Ian Wallace for Council, then David and finally Les Smith, all Central Riding residents, independent of any political party. The pressure to save the pool was successful. 

[image: C:\Users\Rosalie\2019-07-21 hays\hays 003.bmp]David was first elected Shire President in 1993 and again in 1994 and is quick to say that he “was the first DV Shire President to be sacked by the Kennett Government” with Diamond Valley subsumed into the newly formed City of Banyule with the forced amalgamations of local governments in that year. David was a DV Shire Councillor for eight years in total and relates that although he thoroughly enjoyed his years on council, and learned a lot from the experience, he has never had ambitions to continue a career in politics.
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The three independent members of the Central Riding which accommodated 12,500 of the Shire’s population set to work to serve the community. This they did very well. They had the vision and were responsible for many improvements.                                Among these were the upgrading and building of the rotunda in War Memorial Park, opening the bowling club, making improvements to Kalparrin Gardens and retaining public open space. These are our treasures enjoyed by the public today.
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Such vision by three independent Councillors.  

In retirement, David and his wife Leigh run Tales from the Treehouse – a writing cooperative and publishing enterprise to help promote their own authored works, as well as titles of other selected authors. For decades, David has been an avid collector of clocks and old scientific equipment. In retirement he writes, travels and enjoys quiet time in his home of 50 years. 
So life goes on, but sometimes the past catches up.
In 2019 David, along with the Officer Commanding 1st Armoured Regiment in Vietnam, was invited to lay a wreath at a commemoration service in Canberra on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the battle of Binh Ba.  A particular highlight of the occasion was his unexpected and emotional first-time meeting with the helicopter gunship crewman who saved the lives of the tank crew. 
David’s tank was under intense rocket fire which had disabled the guns and left the tank defenceless. If not for the timely arrival of the gunship, it would undoubtedly have been overrun.  
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I first met David when he was my Councillor in the Central Riding and Leigh when I joined as a foundation member of the local fm radio. We became firm friends and I am pleased to say that we still are.

I really want to pay tribute and thank them so much for all that they have done for the local community and especially me.
Leigh was so very kind to edit and give me sound advice about my book which I wrote about my dad’s war service. I am so grateful.
And David always listens and his advice has been invaluable.
Thank you both      Rosie Bray 




image6.png
Tribute to Greensborough’s newly opened war memorial

Bruce Ruxton, was special

guest at the recent opening
of Greensborough’s new war
memorial to commemorate the
thousandsof men and women who
fought for their country inthe wars
since World War One

The new memorial, funded
largely by Greensborough RSL,
Diamond Valley Council and
Watsonia RSL, takes the form of
three large polished blucstone,
walls inscribed with tributes to
those who either died, or survived,
the later wars of this century.

‘The memorial, made in Port
Fairy and transported to War Me-
morial Park in Greensborough's
Henry Street, now stands behind
the original senataph which com-
‘memorates the many Soldiers who
fought i the First World War.

A fence and archway leading
o the memorials has been pro-
vided by the Shire of Diamond
Valley, which has undertaken ex-
tensive landscaping and repair
Works to enhance the gardens.

“The three steel framed edged

STATE Presidentof the RSL,

walls, carefully engraved, recog-
nise the efforts of men and women
‘who defended Australia in combat
inWorld War Two, Victnam, Cam-
bodia, Korea and New Guinea as
well gs those who died in the bat-
lefields of Europe, Malaya, Singa-
pore and Bomeo.

‘The main address at the dedi-
cation service was made by Shire
President Cr David Hay and was
aitended by 2 number of Diamond
Valley Councillors, including Cen-
tral Riding Counciflor lan Wallace.
who had staried moves for the re-
vitalisation of War Mcmorial Park
during his term in office last year.

‘A huge crowd attended the cer-
emony, where State RSL President
Bruce Ruxton read the Ode to the
Fallen.

Members of the local RSL
clubs are convinced the new me-
‘morial is the second best war me-
morial in Melbourne after the,
Shrine in the city.

A video, recording the cer-
emony, was made by one of the
former members’ wives.

Mr Ruxton has since senta let-
ter of congratulations to
Greensborough RSL, saying the
war memorial i one of the best in
the State.

“We are very proud of our new
war memorial,” said former RSL

‘committee member, Bob Oataway.
“We reckon it is defintely the best
after the Shrine in Melbourne.
“It’s been something we had
wanted in Greensborough for some
time and now we've got it we
couldn't be more pleased.”
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SAVE THE POOL!!
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Diamend Valley’s current council. At the rear from left is Cr Les Smith and Cr lan Wallace. Centre
row from left, Cr Phil Hughes, Cr Anne Trott and Cr Doug Baud. At from from left, David Hay, Jim
Armstrong, Cr Peter Wendt, Cr Robert Leeney and Cr Margaret Devlin.
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The popular rotunda.






