—_— = —

THE MURDER AT GREENSBOROUGH.
INGURST ON THE BODY 0F JONN MITCHELL,

Dr Oandler heid an inguest on Ssturday last,
at Greensborough, near Eltham, on the body of
John Mitchell, who was murdered on the night
of Wednesday, the 24th instant, in front of his
own dwelling. The jury returned s verdict of
* wilful murder.” against one Josiah Grimshaw,
who was suspected of the offence. The fullow-
ing is the evidence taken :—

Juhanna Mitchell, wite of decassed, deposed :
My husband was = painter by trade. age
was 60 yours. He oame by his Jdeath on Wednes-
Aasy alght\nady, hoe WA inak., aloraan, st anil
nine o'clock. He cime home from his work at
vight o'clock, snd sst down by the fire for a
fow minutes. The dog commenced barking, snd
barked for about Ave minutes. I told him thers
must he some one about ths houss,
apon which he got up off the chair,
and went to the back door. When he came back
he said he saw » man go across the paddock. He
shut the door, and ext down again. My daughter
was in the hedroom. Bhe cailed to me and said,
*Mother, [ have seen 8 man come up from the gate."
He was looking through my bedroom window.
Decoased asked me what was that shesaid? I
repoated the words to him. He then took the
lantern and went out at the front door. The door
ulosed after him. He was away about one minute,
and returned hy way of the back door, and said
he ocould see nothing. He then went omi
again by the front deor, towarls the little quick-
pet hedge, sbout 10 ywrds in front of the hoose,
in the garden. Ahbout five minutes afterwards,
while 1 was sitting by the tire, I heard him say,
# Hallo | what are you doing here ' There was
no answer, Bhortly afterwards I heard him
seream. I immedistely got up from the fire and
opened tre deor. Isaw my hushand commg buck
towards the house. I saw a man standing behind
the litile hedge. 1 saked my husband what weas
the matter, He did not answer me. 1 knew he
was injured, and I smid to the man by the hedge, |
“ What hare you dome w my husband #" |
The man was then going sway. [ maked
him what he had done it for. He |
puid if 1 did mot go inside ha would serve me the |
same. My hushand had gone insde. I followed
wnd shut che door, The decessed fell down at |
iy teet on the floor, 1 asked him what waa the |
mutter, and who had doene it. Hs said he did
nut krow ; but all I hod to do was to look o my
family, for he was ﬂ_rlIE 1 saw the truth ol nis
statement. 1 put my hands under hLis head and
supported him. I did not see sny blood a: first,
L then went to lift him up, and discovered blood
on his shirt. When [ attempted to lift him, I
found that he was dead. & died about two
minutes after entering the housa. It wes too
dark for me to distingnish the man who stabbed
him. All I eould see of him wes his hat, which
was sbove the hedge. The hat the man wore was
& cabhage tree, with black ribbon flying behind it
I did not recognise the man's voige, I whould
sa¥ his height was about five fest. My doughter
in gighteen years of sge. 1 gave the slarm 1o the
neighbors by doreaming, but no one cume. I then
closed the doors, we 1 was [nightened the man
might come again and stab me. [ saw nothing
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might come again and stab me. [ saw mothing
more of the man who stabbed my husband

I opered tae doors betweesn 6 and § o'elock, and
sent my daughter to tell Mr Purdenton, nneizhber,
whnt had occurred, and he pcameover. Thera was
no man inths hoose during Wednesday., My
husband hus had no quarrel with any one lately.
When my husband went out the firat time | told
Hii ne dud' GeTter (et (e aog loose. A g T
shinw, the person now present, came ta my house
ahoul two months ago. He was drunk st the tima.
He naid he hed got = bottle of rum, and u dress
which he had bought for & young soman in town,
bt she would not acoept of it. He then said he l
would muke my daughier n present of it. 1 told

him I whould not ‘mw him to do se. The river
was high st the time, and thinking he might sz
the thinge, I took charge of them for him until the
following evening. When he returned for them
my daughter was living in the service of Mm
Maygers, who is a daughter of Grimshaw's.
rimshaw lived there also. Bhe was there sbout
cight weeks. Bince she left Grimshaw has paid
twi visite 1o our house. Oa the first ccossion he
sald he wanted to ses my girl to ask hera question.
She was in the garden cutling greéen stulf for the
cow, and she refused to gome to him. Grimshaw
told me he thought my daughter had besn rent
awny from Mm Mayger'sfor speaking to him, Bhe
had been st home sbout s fortnight at this time
T'he pext time that he ¢smes to my house

was on 8 Tuesday evening about seven
o'clogk, sboul a forinight ago. ﬂdm
wan diessing to go to shapel suid he

winted to see my daughter, to aak what M
Mayger hal turned hor away for. I told her w
goms vut of the room and tall Grimshsw what
hud oocurred. Bhe did so, and told kim that she
and Mrs Mayger b .d parted geod friends. Grimahaw
then said he wed satisfled. I have ahaerved Grim-
shaw spying about the place during the whole of
the day fur soms time past. I never obasrved him
doing this before my daughter left Mes Mayger's,
I cunnot say that be was watohing my place. He
was generally about the place for the greator part
of the day, On the night my husband was
sialbed, when the dog burked, 1 remarked to him
that it might ke Grimshaw, ¢com.ng home from
town drunk, The morning after the mdrder, I
asked my daughter if she thought that the pemon
who locked through her window waa Grimshaw.
She said ves; she thought it was. I ssked her
why sne did not tell me that the night bafors.
Bhe ssid she did not like ; but ahe did Aot tall me
the resson whysbe did not like. I did not sak
her the night befure, because 1 was too excited Lo |
know whit I was doing. My husbaod was at
home on the night mahsw game to spesk L
with my daughter. I do not know that he and
my husband ever had any wards, I believe that
ihey weze pretty good [riends when they mel.

Cross-examined by jurors : I do not think oy
hushand would hava wused she words, * Hallo '
what are you doing here ¥’ unless he knew who
he wne speaking to 7 but he distinetly told me thay
he did not know who had stabbed him.

Margaret Mitchell, daoghter of the deceased,
B WO, dermud: I remembar Wednesday 3
Iast, the @4th inst, I was st home that nighe.
My father came home gbout half-psst eight
o'clock. [ wos up and dressed st the time, and
I suw him sit down by the Breside. He had not

besn long there when he heard the dog bark. He
went aut. and was awav o fow minutss. Ha re-
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been long there when he heard the dog bark. He

wont out, was away & few minutes. He re-
turned, snd esid be had scen 8 man past
atahle, and he smelt tobacoo smoke. mother

then told him he had berter loose the dog. He
did 8o, I then went ints my bedroom with some
clothes, snd I saw 3 man standing 21 the window
at the end of the house, opposite the door of the
room, There was na light in the bedroom. The
light In the other room was sufficient for meto
seo by. 1 had been ironing soms clothes, and 1
went into the bedroom to put them off bed,
when 1 obsarved the gon’ mow present—Josiah
Orimsasw—looking through the window, T will |
swear he was the man. He nrppnud to be|
sunlling. He did not make mny sign for meto |
oome out to him. He did not. maks any sign at |
all. I stood in the bedroom for sbout s minyte, |

'd the whole pfihig’ﬂmw:
Eﬁv ::;!hnblnt{uimtmttthnihﬂ
|

Teo
&

|rotm sgsin:  About & minute affer 1 weni
“to the bedroom, but Grimshaw hwd gone l.m.
'] [ooked through the front winddw of the - |
|room, and observed Urimshaw coming up the |
'puh-:\‘r om thg river towards the house. 1
=otohad him some op to the front dace. T then
'hesrd the latch of ths door tried.
'who was theye. No soawer wu returned.
Father then togk o candle and went round
the house, coming in agein through the’
bark door for the lsntern, He psaid he
eruld not see anybody, and he would
take & lantern and go to the stables, Ha did so,
e« went out by the front door, 1 shut the door
afrer him, and sat down hy the #Hre, with my
mother. 1 heard my fether scream. Mother

ot up and opened the door. I remnimed inside.

paw my father come in. He came in directly
after mother opensd ths door. He put the lan-
tern om the table, and om my mother making him
who was there, he said he did not know. Hs
then fell on the floor, and toid mother ail sha had
tordo was to look after his family, for he waa
dying. Previous to this I h my mother
saying to soma ome, ** What have you done to @y’
humiband " I could mot hear any reply, a's my
sistéms were making such a nolse. mother

¥
then olosed the doors snd fastened them. 1 henrd
hor sgk father who had done it} and he suid he |
did not know. The time thet elspred betwesn |
when my father went out and when I heard him |
'poream, osould mot have besm more than teo
mingiea. [ did not hear any ou'side
tha houss. Grimshaw waa dre in dark

clithes, and & cabbage-tres hat. I had not seem
him for a week to that night. My tather
and Grimshaw wers on friendly terms when

met. Orimshaw bad not spo to me since
left Mrs Mayger's. While I was at Mra Mayger's '
he used 1o take liberties with me. I left there in
consequencs of that. After I came home I
“réTusfu “w spels w “Aam. "L did not tell mother
that he hsd taken libertiea with me, but she
guemed it, snd I overbeard her and father talking
Mrs Muyger told me when I left thas

abhout it,
ahe did not went me any longer. I did not see
Grimshaw on the day my [a was murdered,

I have frequenty seen bim loitering mbout our
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ITISLAW UR LOE GAY Y IALOET WEA mMurdered,
I have :r;}uudy seen him loitering mbout our
houss, the adjoining premises, through the
days, sines I left Mrs Mayger's; he used to stand
some distanoe off and look through a spy-glass. On
the second day after my going into Mre Mayger's
#ervice was the first oocasion on which Grimahaw
took liberties with me. He then wld me that I
wus old enuugh to get married. He never offeved
to marry me, but he asked me to go to Queensiand
with him. When I left Mrm Mayger's, he told
me ha would often come over to ses me.

& 8. C Butler: I am a medical practitioner,
residing st Heidelberg. I have made s post
meriem exsmination of the decessed, John Mit-
chell. Externally there are no marks of violence,
excepting & punctured wound, aboul s guarter of
an inch long. I iraeed it, and found that its di-
rection was downwards and inwards, inelining
towsids the laft side. 1 found that the brenst
bone had been partly pierged by » weapon, which
had glanced off, wounding the heart, the right
ventpicle of which was punctured, It Ipll-lml
through the wall, between Une right sod lelt yem.
tricla, I'he wound in the heart was not so large aa
the external one, and it might have been inficted
with the amall blade of the knoife produced. [ he
blade in guestion was a littls over Lwo inohes
long.] The wound, in my opinion, s not po large
as would be caused by the large blade. The
wound must have been caused s sharp cutting |
instrument. The cause of deceased’s death was s
wound in the heart and ita ventricles, inflicted
with some sharp instrument,

Emma lredale, sworn, deposed : I am the wifs |
of Jumes Iredale, storekesper st (reenshorough. |
Iknow Josish Grimahaw, now present, 1 saw |
him st our store on Wednesdsy evening last. I |
perved him with some stores. He was slightly
influenced by drink, or it might have been ex-
citement. & had some common oconversalion.
He twid me thet I need not tell sny one that 1
had seen him in the township that night, because
be did not wish hin friends w koow. He waa
not in the store more than five minutes. 1L was
sbout seven o'clock when he went sway, He
then bid me good night, and told me he was going
10 Jueenaland.

William Poulter, farmer, residing at Greens-
borough, deposed : On Thursday morning laat,
Ileft my house st five o'clefk, I wss going to
Melbourns with & load of weood.
prisoner i he passed me on the Preston road,
near Mr Hrock's, at sbout seven o'clock that
morning, He ww walking in the directisn of
Melbourne. I overtook him again, end said, *Good
morning, Mr Grimshaw,” he alsv wished me
good moming, [ then saked him if he had
oome irom home that morning., He said yes, and
that he was going to the railway to meet & man
who owed him £25. We went on together an far
s the Junction Hotel, and st Grimshaw's invita-
tion 1 had s nobbler ol brandy there with him.
After I left the hotel (drimshaw followed me, and
suid (striking his broest to indicate the ition
of his heart, probably), * Poulter! Poulter !
Poulter ! I have got something very warm here;
it liea beavy. There in & girl I'l have, if I go
through bluod and water for her ' He aiso snid
he should beall right if he was outside the Heads,
sid if he onoe got awsy from the eoluny he would
never return. He was under the influence of
drink, and sppeared to have been drinking llll

night. I lefi him at the junction of cthe North.

eote and Heidelberg rosds, He took the short-
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TMIgNL. & JETC NI &1 L& JMneton of the Norgn.
eote and Heidelberg ronds, He took the short-
out across townrds the Collingwood Gas Works.
He told me oot to tell any one that I had seen
him, for he had been spying afier a girl for the
last fnlmithr. and could oot see her, 0 he wans
geing to Emerald Hill, ‘or he thought she might
be there, I did now then know that Mr Mithell
was murdered- I mets man named Tuylor, na he
was coming home, and he told me.

Archibald M Donald, s laborer in the employ
of Mrs Mayger, deposed : I sleup in a top house at
Mra Muyger's. Grimshaw wsed to sleep in the
same building. We have both ulept there during
the lsat two months, I remember last Wednesdary
night. I did not sse mnything of Grimshsw
on that night after dwk. I saw him
at 8 o'clock on that evening, and had some ccn-
wersaiion with him. He wes then in his room. He
askod me if BMre Mayger had been inquiring for
him, It was 10 o'clock when [ went to bed, I
did pot see Grimshsw then, but I saw a light in
his rovm. Bome time during the night he came
into my room. 1 do not kuow what Lime was.
He woke me up, and sat down on the side of my
bed. He maked me to coms into his room, and
have s drink. I refused, saping I would have it
in the morning. He then said that he had been
to the hut of & man, named Williams (ahout 100
{I.‘I'ﬂ.l aff}, and Williamas suid he was goming ur.

still said I would not come, upon which he told
me that if 1 did not come then 1 should not have
any in the morning. He saked me the time 1
said it was sbout 12 o'clock. He then waid he
must have been in bed about six houre. He ap-
penred to have been drinking, for be was very
much excited. I hnave rcason to think he was in
ths room at 10 o'alogk, from seeing the light then,
but I did not see him there. Mrs Mayger's house
in about half a mile from the deccased man's. The
distanve might have besn walked in about 10
minutes. There was a knife like the one Efo
~uoed taken from Grimsbhaw's room by the police,
but to my koowledge | never saw it bafore resing
it in theiz poksession. [ have sometimes thought
he might oot be of sound mind, Ou such veea-
sions he had generally been drinking. I heard
him going away from his room shorily after day-
light the following morning. I saw him guing.
Grimeshaw was in his shirt-sleeves when he cama
into my room: I Enow that he smokes tobacoo.
Un his way from our place to Mr Mitchell's he
would have to cross the ereek opposite Mitehells
bowuns.

Peter Lowlor, Benior Constable, stationed at
Eltham, de osed : From information received I
arreited Josish Grimshaw, in bed st hisa own
house, and charged him with the murder of
John Mitchell, giving him the usual eaution
not to ssy anything to eriminate himsell, Heo sp-
pesmred vary much frightensd. Has sat on the bed
and in s faint voice said I did not do it.” He
was Very nervous during the time he wos dresping
himself. I took him to the Eltham lockup, As
I was bringing him from Eltham Lo-day, I told
him that Hjusuimhlll hal recognised him look-
ing through the window on  he night of the mur-
der. Hgesaid if he had been looking through her

| window he could ar!lwlmmuqt for it by hia hpins

,out of his wmind. sn I srresed him I aske
Lim if he had been 1o Melbourne, and he sald,

[yes, he went there to buy a palr of boots, 1

| asked him if he bought thew, snd hessid no;

| when he got Iﬁ:ﬁrﬂ he found he had oot auffl-
pient Money. said that he naver told any nne
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when he got
nignt MOoN\y.

tewn he found be had not auili-
said that he never told any nune

that he was going to the rallway to get £25. On
seirehi h.ii rluiuq I fﬂl.lﬂ-dllhi Lnﬁ- produced.
‘The blades were closed ; T ed them, but did

oL uee I?‘Hmu tl:.lt:i. 2 lmllrhiild.a ap-
: to have recen engd. [haveex-
m CGrimshaw's alnthL. hu{ have not found
any trace of liood on them; neithex did I see any
trace of blood in his roem. iwiud decsaied's
premises, but saw no algns of there having beenn

struggle; nor did 1 see pny blood,, Isaw the de-
cpaspd. MAe s Ul EuUrns and e wiliea
shirte produced on when I saw him; the

were saturabed with  blood. A khole whic
might have been camied by the large blide
of the koife was visible in epch srtiele.

Dr Batler, re-examined, deposed : Sinee giving
my evidence § have mads an sccurate messure-
ment of the wound in decsased’s breast, and I
find that it measnres hall an ingh in length, and 1
am now of opinion that it might have been (n-
flicted by either blade of the kpife producad. The
out had the sppearance of be
sharp insirument, though the blow need not ng-

cessazily have been a bard one. The wound goes'

nni.f.t inwards until reaching the breast bune,
off which the imstrument glanseéd in » slanting
ditection through the t. It is possible that
the wound might be self-inflicted. From the
natuce of it there would be very little hoe norrhage.
There would not be much sign of blond upon tha
inslsument with w]
There is & alight discolora shout the e gea
ef the wound, which might have been ¢sused by
tobacoo ba#ing oo the blade of the kunife,

The Coroner tried the large blade of the knife
inte the holea in the shirts, and it exactly corpes-

ponded with them.
| On the prissmer bsing ssked if ha had any-
thing to say in his defence, all e said wes that

e ———————————

he was as innocent as aa unborn child. He had
always beeu the beat of fiiends with dereased, and
would atick up for him st any time. During the
evidence he never putany guestions to the wit-
nesses. The prisoner ia & man of about 57 years
of ige, of sallow complexion, dark hair, and aimost
bald on the top of his head. He has a
en.acinted u umce, his eyes being deeply -:E
in his head, and altogether he bears the nppear-
ance of & man not exact'y in his right mind.
There were 15 men on the jury, and agresd
in & unsnimous verdiet of i Wilfal murder
againat Josiah Grimshaw, deceased  having died
from a stah in the heart, inflicted by the said

Josinh Grimah the ni
24tk inet.” aw on the night of Wednesday, the
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inflicted with a |

h the wound wae made.’




