


Batman Apple Tree

[image: https://fbcdn-photos-f-a.akamaihd.net/hphotos-ak-xpl1/v/t1.0-0/p526x296/11998920_10153349782923183_6408982212262922434_n.jpg?oh=680ca2470b80a2dc42a2dd327897f8f7&oe=566ACCF1&__gda__=1449392334_3f90794c0c5281f6cef0a57a8cf37c97]

[image: https://scontent-lax3-1.xx.fbcdn.net/hphotos-xtp1/v/t1.0-9/12006111_10153350941593183_2620814154457459762_n.jpg?oh=5ecc21c9dfecb0adb816848e364ef551&oe=5666165F]
The article referred to above





[image: https://fbcdn-sphotos-a-a.akamaihd.net/hphotos-ak-xta1/v/t1.0-9/11091410_10153349803653183_2069035516696539732_n.jpg?oh=32dc82b7cd2e53e2f3b0f15e3cc439bf&oe=56997E15&__gda__=1453272408_37e34fcb5d7b5531bdb7524a1b7979f5]

[image: https://fbcdn-sphotos-h-a.akamaihd.net/hphotos-ak-xfp1/v/t1.0-9/12019911_10153349795518183_8373716552519421203_n.jpg?oh=e520fa8aa5884217eefd7de1614243bc&oe=565D1023&__gda__=1454037318_bfdbfa6948e6542802880150f20584f7]


[bookmark: _GoBack] pg. 2	Greensborough Historical Society. Collected from Trove 2016
image1.jpeg
Leader (Melbourne, Vic. : 1862 - 1918) steut 4 Saturday 23 Apri 1910 » 4

P:

- THE OLD APPLE TREE.

8ir,—~In “The Leader'" for the Oth inst., 4t is
stated that Mr, Flintoff bought two apple trees
from Mr. John Batman in 1888, and also that
they were planted in an orchard at Greensborough,
then occupied by Mr. Robert Whatmough. This is
a mistake, because Messrs. Flintoff and Batey did
no: arrive in Port Phillip frora England until the
15th January, 1841, At that period Batman had
been in his grave one year and cight months,
ied, aceording to Jymes Bomvick, on the
1839.  Again it is intimated Mr.
ough, iring in the illustration, was bon
in a tent [n Flinders-lane in 1842—but from 38 to
42 roughly covers a period o' {our years’ occu-

tion as an orchardist on the River Plenty; yet
K;w comes it that the father had not established
& home at Greensborough during that time. The
son will be Mr. Bmmett Whatmough. If we could
see into tirings as they really are, I think we
would dscover that the date of the son's birth
corresponds with the year of his father's arrival
in MeMourne. Again, the date of our arrival
with the Messrs, Flintoff is strictly accurate,
seeing Mr. Batey duly recorded it in a brief dairy
-M:‘u kept. B will be seen from what is writ-
ten, the tree in question, instead of being 72, will
be about 69 years old.—Yours, &c.

Droui. 1AAC BATEY.
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A NOTABLE APPLE TREE.

What is probably the oldest apple tree in
Vietoria, an illustration of which is given,
1x now in full bearing in the orchard of
My, Bosch, near Greenshorongh, The tree
was one of two purchased from Mre, John
Batman, and planted in 1833 by Mr. Flin
toff. The partienlar variety not being
known it was called Whatmough's Faney
Mr. Whatmough heing the ocenpier of bthe
orvchard at that time. Some 20 years ago
the tree was cut back and grafted with the
Rhymer variety of apple. It is now laden
with fruit, and is expected to vield from
25 to 30 bushels, notwithstanding that onue
large limb (which can be seen in the pic
ture) has been broken off hy the weight
of fruit.  In 1351 the tree yvielded 42 bhusl
els.

Mr. Bosch purposes entting the tree hack
this  vear and grafting 1t with Rome
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Historic Apple Tree.

From the “Argus.”—An apple tree
orought from Tasmania in 153X by John
Batman was planted soon afterwards
on the property of Mr. J. A. Bush, at
Greensborough. It still bears fruit in
comparative abundance, und is fre-

uently inspected by interested visitors.
;'. persons still living who remember
the in 1847 state that it then yield-
ed immense crops of apples. In 1851
Mr, Watmore assisted his father in pick-
ing 40 bushels of fruit off it. Mer,
says that the ;EE is smaller now than
it was when he over the property. In
1910 the tm was so heavily laden with
that the weight broke several.
limbs. Subsequently Mr. RBush
cut off the other Il-h and regrafted the

tree. He m at pre-
sent yielded by ing o(
first-class qullty 201t.

! t, the tree has a numum .u»u
ok '
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Oldest Fruit Tree Suggested

As State

Time-worn and somewhat bedraggled,
but still flourishing after 100 years, there
is growing on the banks of the Plenty
River, near Greensborough, the oldest fruit
tree in Victoria. Appropriately enouch, it
|18 an lwle tree of lhe variety known as
“Whatmore's Fancy.”

The tree has a fascinating history It |
—:ncounhdumummlmnmr of the

and Seedsmen's Association,

N. the commerchl Travellers' Club last
ight, by the -anlnr huﬂculturll inspector

of Agriculture (Mr.

l )
vu planted on land taken up
lq ploneer named Fiintoft,
who um it might become a fit-
It nmw to John Batman Later
: hr was sold to Robert Whatmore
|Lhe nm lamplighter in the State. whose |
mlrmn duty it was to light the four street
which_graced the infant city of
rne. Fruit from the tree was not
n first to Whatmore's fancy. and he
y had the tree grafted over with
othlr varieties.
models of the apples. ‘“Whatmore's Fancy."”

In a later day wax |
| were shown at the old waxworks in Bourke | cultural

Memorial

of the Btate should approach the Shirs of |
Greens h to have the old tree pre- |
served as & te memorial. Close to the |
old tree. in an unmarked grave, he said, |
lay buried two of Whatmore's children.
He told an engrossing story of the begin-
nings of horticulture in the State. In the
first year after the foundation of Mol-»
bourne garden produce was exg,rud |
Tasmania. John Pascoe Fawkner had |
been a nurseryman in Tasmania, and
when coming to Victoria, brought with
| him 2,500 trees, which had been nted
mostly at Emerald Hill, as South Mel-

bourne was at first called. Unfortunately. |
Fawkner had established in Melbourne,

not a nursery, but a “pub.” !

Mr. Pes ott claimed that the first
nurseryman in Victoria had been Daniel
| Bunce, who had settled here in 1839
Bunce's second marriage. he said. had been
to a daughter of John Batman. Bunce. a
| most interesting character. had once trav- |
elled with the explorer Leichhardt as a
botanist.

‘The most ﬂ'llr!!nlh!hﬂ'tl-l
of Victoria, Mr. Pescott

‘Thomas Laing.
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