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Official Opening of Ambulance Station in Watsonia on March 5th 2021 at 306 Grimshaw Street Watsonia 3087.
Minister for Ambulance Services , Represented by Parliamentary Secretary for Health Steve Mc Ghie and Member for Bundoora Colin Brooks officially opened the new Watsonia Ambulance Victoria branch on March 5th 2021.
Ably supported by 
· Aleesha Ascial ---Team Manager. 
· Mark Ferraro --- Senior Team Manager
· Steve Doyle ---Area Manager 
· Narelle Capp---Regional Director.   
Pictured below.
[image: C:\Users\Rosalie\2021-03-07 wats ambulance\wats ambulance 001.bmp] The new state- of-the-art Ambulance Station has been opened since October 7th 2020 and operating 24 hours a day 7 days a week. 
The Watsonia Ambulance branch has 19 staff assigned to the branch.            The  station’s roster is comprised of day and night shifts. 
It features 
·  Three bay-garage.
· Training facilities
· Rest and recline areas
· Fully fitted kitchen
· Secure on-site staff parking 
IN 2015 the original location selected was Trist Street Watsonia. This location was deemed by the local residents, the Banyule Council and Colin Brooks Member for Bundoora as inappropriate ---
The main reason for their misgivings was that Trist Street was a back narrow and winding street. It is a heavily residential street, which would cause many problems for both the Ambulance Drivers and the residents.  
Local meetings were held and lobby groups formed.  
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Banyule Council Meeting 6/7/2015 contacted Ambulance Victoria asking them to reconsider the Trist Street location and after meetings and negations, it was decided the better option was 306 Grimshaw Street Watsoina.
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nbulance site locked in

New station to deliver quicker emergency response times

Bridie Byrne

A NEW site has been secured
for a Watsonia North ambu-
lance branch after the orig-
inal location proposed was
deemed unsuitable.

Land has been locked in for
the 24/7 branch at 306 Grim-
shaw St, near the corner of
Macorna St, that will help de-
liver faster response times to
emergencies.

The station will have a
three-bay garage for vehi-
cles, lounge areas, a kitchen
and training room.

It's expected to be finished
by the end of 2019.

Watsonia paramedies cur-
rently work out of the Bun-
doorabranch.

In 2015 Ambulance Victor-
ia withdrew a planning per-
mit application for a new
branch at 24 Trist St, Watso-
nia North.

Banyule Council officers,
Bundoora state Labor MP
Colin Brooks and Watsonia
North residents claimed it
wasan “inappropriate” site,

Residents feared the pro-
posed location was on a
“dangerous” bend and would
force the removal of a park.

Mr Brooks said with the
néw site Watsonia families
could be rest assured that
when an emergency strikes,
paramedics were literally
just around the corner.

“This branch has been a
long time coming,” he said.

“We've listened to com-
munity concerns and se-
cured a main road site on

Grimshaw St with quick and
easy road links to people fiv-
ing in Watsonia and Watso-
nia North.”

Health Minister Jill Hen-
nessy said Watsonia’s first
ever ambulance branch
would further improve emer-
gency response times.

Latest data shows crews in
Banyule arvived at code 1
emergencies within 15 min-
utes 90.4 per cent of time, up
from 89.2 per cent three
months earlier.

It comes as Diamonc
Creck’s new $2.5 mitlion am
bulance station is on track t¢
be completed this month
move than six months ahea
of schedule.

The current branch is par
of an emergency service
complex with Ambulanc
Victoria, the CFA and Victor
ia Police.

Whenitopens, theseparat
branch will allow the ambu
lance team to double thei
hours from operating durin:
peak periods to 24 hours ;
day.
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Ambulance Victoria

Commemorating the official opening of the

Watsonia Ambulance Branch

Steve McGhie
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