
Mr. C. W. D'AIton cutd, his
botanlst  brot .her,  Mr.
James D'Alton., cast a
keen eye ouer shotu
erhibits. Florul paint-
lngs bU the late / l4lss
D'Al.ton form. bct.ck.11roun.d .

TLtls ts the l i t tLe l t tr , I l  at
HaII 's Gap, V i  c I .  c.t  r  i  a,
wLt.ere, each year, Austru-
l ia's premier usi ld f iower
show is held. I t  draws
r, ' is i lors lrom ere ry State.
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thl,s tnad.e.st clltltr.trg ltull ptrorues
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/|FIIS spcctacular flower show even attrac:ts ovrirstrls
tourists, wl:o_ are fascinated by the d<:licrrte. quir.t

beauty of Australin's natural flora.
This is an amazing triumph for a tiny townshill, br.-

c i lusc tor  mxny years Arrstral i t r  s prernier rv i lc l  f lowcr
show wirs held in Melbotrrr-re, It rvas herld usr,rrlly in
t i rc N4elbourne Town Hal l ,  br"r t  ]ater s l r i l tcc ' l  to th<i  St .
Ki lc la Town I l rL l l ,  and then io l {awt l rorn,  r r 'h, ' r ' r '  i t  d ict l
0 l i I  tor ] r  yerrrs ago.

IIall's Crrp hclcl its first ,,.r'ilcl Jlorver shorr, irr Mllfi.
I ' ty-  1.952 i t  .  wl ts i r t t ract ing nrore t l : r rn 5000 pt .o1t l t . .
i rncl  thc,  totr l  shorr ]d be even highr:r  th is verrr .

' [he t iny towns) l ip l ras i r  l leolgt t l r l r ic iL l  r r r . lvrrutr tg, ' ,  r l l
cor.rLse, fo l  i t  I i t :s  t t  

- the 
vt : r ) ,  { 'oot  oI  t l ru C} unrrr i i r ,s -

that nragical a.rea of lugged nronntairr r.rcd<s lncl
boulder-s l rcwrr up)ands, wi-rEre,  acre upou i rcr ' ( , .  \v i l ( l
nowcls l lor l r ls l )  aS far i ts the eve can see-

, I r r  s l t r ing,  t l re Cr i rnrpiarrs i t re u glor iuus s1. l l r ts l r  o l
cOlor.  Whercvel  you look i r r ( :  lntsscs ol  l lu. l , l t tOrDerrr ' .
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loaers of wildtloraers

fi,e etnd tro'tn ouerseo,s

It's ut ffitrl.Us Gop,

to ttrae Gruntpians.
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hakea. wattle, heath, native honeysuckle and calytrix,
sprinkled with everlasting flowers, the fringe lily, bulbine
and manv soecies of native orchids.

Hail'i Gap caters fbr -hoiidaynakers 
who ,like to

soend a quiet time away trom the more populotts re-
sbrts, and^to whom the study of native flora is of par-
Licular interest.

The localitv has an interesting historical background'
It was discovered accidentally bi a cattle drover, C. B"
Hall - not the bush-ranger Ben Flall, as rnany people
erroneously believe,

Hall was taking a mob of 1300 mixed cattle from
Monaro to Melbouine. At Goulburn he heard the mar-
ket was slutted, so altered course to look for suitable
grazing cluntry. In his wanderings, he crossed the
eaurpispe and Loddo.t Rivers, but ffnding the best
couniry-already taken up pushed on to the Avoca and
Wirnrnera Rivers.

Eventually he found himself in the heart of the
Grarlpians, and fascinated by the inspiring scenery be-
ean t6 explore lor the sheer ioy of discovery' And so
6e c,r,ne ipon the fertile valley of Fyan's Creek, whete
he took up-his holding. . Today, this,sqot is Hall's Gap.

Another name has had a marked influence on the
clistrict. In 1860. there arrived in the district a familv
named D'Aiton, who were destined to play a major part
in the development of the area. Botanically-minded,
they quickly realised the beauty of the native flora, and,
in 6orie insiances, its unique nature. They set to work
to collect and classify the wild flowers of the Grampians'
workins in close collaboration with the stafi of the
Botanid Gardens in Melbourne, and the great exploring
botanists of the dav.

The orchid T6elymitra d'Altoni, a species with a
sinqle spiral leaf and blue flowers, was named after Mr.
Chirles-W. D'Alton, and a shrub, Cryptandra d'Altoni,
was named after his uncle, Mr. St. Eloy D'Alton, the
Dimboola engineer who was responsible for the water
scheme in this mountainous district

The Misses D'Alton devoted their time to painting
the flowers of the district, and Mrs. Henrietta D'Alton
became famed abroad for the beauty and accuracy ot
hcr nictures. One coliection was shown in Paris, Lon-
r [on,-Chicago artd Calcrr t ta,  3n6l  won ma]ry i rwards.  Mr
Tarnt s D'Alion is today president of-the very irctrve I-[aIl':

Please turn to page 75

Gretsiltea Leucoptis, from W estern Australiq.

With. an ernxlul oI ThrAptornerle, fi.ve-Year'old Mar-
gaiget Black,' ol Hatt 's Gap, introduces- Gwen Dick-
idni ol Elste:rnipick, Victoria, to a -table laden with
spi6.er' orchid.s, grednlroods, sun orcltid's and candles.



The Flame Greoil lea (Greui l lea
ercelsior) was l lown lrom Perth.

The Eucalyptus preissi.qna, pro-
duces this flne head ol bloom.

Common heath, Epqcris inzpres-
sa, fl.ourislres round HqII's Gap,

Cap Tourist and Progress Association.
'fhis is the settins of the annual rvilcl flowc,r shov'.

At the last show in Sriptcrr-rber, 1952, bus k>ads of people
poured in f rom Melboulne, Ararat ,  Bendigo, Hamil ton,
I{ors}:ram, Inglewoocl, Maryborougl"r irnd Starvell (whele
there is a very active branch of the Fielcl Naturalists'
Society). There were also many visitors {roni other
States.

Duling thc sliow, t)rc smt'rll hall is packed with wild
flowcr spccirrtcDs. f'lre rarcr spccir's iuc rel)I('sentcd
by small vtrses of flowers, but those tl-rat flourish by the
acrc in thc sulrounding countryside are there in lavish
trrrlloads of bloonr. Last yeiLr', ruore tlran 100 specics
rverc represented.

Mrs D. Dean, of Hall's Gap, arranged the stirge as a
ntrtural garden, even ndding a kangtrroo and emu to
the scene. Against a background of tree ferns were
attrirctive natr-rral arlangentents of Blackboy flowers
(Xanthorrea Arrstral is) ,  j reat l r  (Erracr is imuressr i ) .  swirml)
heath (Sprengelia incaLrnirta), Bendigo wai flower lErioi-
temon obovalis), Showy Bauera 

-- 
(Bauera sessiiiflora)

wattles (Acacitr myrtifolia, A. rhetir-rodes), Shnrbby Vel-
vet Bush (L:rsiopetnlum dasyphyllunr) ancl Pultenea.

Mr.  J.  A._Gray,_of Wai l  Nursery in t l re Li t t le Desert ,
sent a vcry fine collection of native flowers that he had
grown in ,his nursery. They _ale native to widely-
separated districts, sorne coming fi'om Western Australia,
I-Iis collection included Grevillea lavandulacerr, Chori-
zema cordatum and C. dixoni ,  Boronia pi losa. Lhotzkia
alpcsl . r is  and Swir insoni i r  procumbens. -

Mr. D. Hately, of Bellellen, near Flall's Gap, shorveci

a good displry of scedbng plants he Irad raiscd, t l r , :
errcalypts belng pirrtrcuiarly wortny or note.

One of thc nrost intcrcst ing displays was scnt by r ir
from Perth. This was a collection of West Australiau
wild flowers frorn Messrs. Frrrpes, of Pcrth. It arrived
in good condition and gave an even wider interest to
tliis irulv Austraiian show.

The - specin-rens included l(angaroo Ptrws, Srnoke
Bush, Hibiscus huegelii, Geraldton wax flower, Feather'
flower, native honeysuil<le, scveral Grevillea, Isopogon
and a beautiful bowl of the delicnte blue Leschenaultia,

A table of orchids and other small flowers of the dis-
trict made a ptrrticularly attractive exhibit. Among the
flowers on this table were bowls of orchids includinq
the Fringcd Spider Orchid (Crrladcnia dllata), the Wgx-
lip Orchid (Glossodia maior), Pink !-ingers (Caladenia
carnea), Sun Orchid (Thelynritra). Small bowls of
Native Violets (Viola hederacea) and Candles (Stack-
housia monogyna) were displayed among them.

The mass disr:lav was larselv of fowers sathered in the
district. - Thript6me.te ca'lyiina. Acacia fnvrtifolia and
A. rhetinodes. 

-Frostanthera -dcnticulata and' P, rotundi-
fol ia, Epacris irnpressa and E. paludosa, Correa speciosa,
Calyirix sullivanii, Dodonea .r'ircosa, Aitrolorna 6onoste-
phioides, Lasiopetalunr dasyphyllum, Leptospermurn sco-
pariurn, I{elicbrysum and Bolonia pinnata iu abunclance.

Conospermum \4itchellii, one of lthe rarer flowers
shown, is a plant conffned to the Grarnpians district.

A Victorian posy showed that our native flowers
can be used to advitntage in floral work. The flowers
used in i t  were Swamp Heath, Thryptomene, Boronia
pinnata and Showv Bauera,

I t 's  Banksia ornata-but Uou'd
probably knou it s.s l loneAsuckle.

Micromyrtus cil iz.tus is d,ensely
coDer ed with attr actit; z blossoms.

Greuillea puniccl ?.aould ?nake a
fine ornctment for a.nA lad?J's hcLt.
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