A WOMAN'S MELBOURNE LETTER.

Melbourne, Dec, 4. . o
There » an wiea abroad, which aa re
|gards Melboarne, &, any rate, Is quite
erropecis, that our suilors are mol as wel
looked alter ns our soldiers, nnd thoy the
noble men of the Moreantile Morine wmre
much neglected ! For onece, perhaps, m
readers will pardon u letter s:l]il'lg wit
'mxbvo one kibjeet, bul the steady, unosien-
tations work dene by the Ladies’ Harbour
Light Guild, in connection with the mis-
glon to seamen in Melbourne counld not be
| adequately explained if dismivsed in the
usual ghort paragraph. Some of the mcal
memtut names in Melhourne are mssoc-
ated with t‘hiun;uﬂd and with the Mission
Chaplain, and . Gurney Goldamith, the
m have made the Bcamen's Insti-
fute a real home for thoee sailors of the
Mercantile Marine, who touch our Eﬂ
What we as a community owe to thomse
men by their herolsm in recent hostililies

is cortainly more undersicod by this bana
of ;rthuilni& Itothr; than by mth: pom-
mun generally. ¥ r um-
f itg: nergies, and InEmu on the

or's bohall they exdeavour to discharge
& debt o which in some way or wo
coild and should all contribute, Even the
moal casual person can, if bo thinks wi all,
sum up n few of the things our sailors—
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organisation, end management, that she
eniire concern is quite free from debt,
Thi> Besmen’s CThurch emd Ingtituis
where the “Harbour Lights” glem mo
brighily, is situsted right in the midst of
all the bustle and tuwrmoil of tha wherves,
gy the end of Flinders-streel. The build.
ing, comprising chape!, and institute under
the ome red giled roof, is grey stuccoed,
with n pmall tower, from which flsunta
the flag of “The Flying Angel”—th: badge
of the guilkd. A visp w the ivstite
makes ono fully vecipte the boon the
place must be to the voyege worm, weery,
sailor, The atmospbere is emiusatly pociai
Tn il best womse. While the archite-{urs
imparts an elogance, and quiel digaily
which soothes by the very subtility of its
charm., With its comforinble furniture,
ia wealth of flowers, and the  happy
wholesome, feminine influence which pre-
vafle everywhere, the quality which stande
for the magic word “home"” abounds The
Chaplain in the course of  conversation
said :—"We try to make this raally a |
free elub for sailore.” But the habitues

other than thosy belonging to our glorious
navy—have done for us. Ou the spur ol
the moment we remember that those of
the Mercaniile Marine, are the men who
manped our transports. who cerried ou.r|
wheat end wool, Lo overses marketa; who |
kept us in touch witheour loved opea
abroad; who kepi tbe fives guing in the
furnuces of the great leviathians, being-
ing our wounded soldiers home again; who
pever @inched when wself-sacrifice wan de-
manded; who cared, with that tendernces,
innate in all sailors, for the women and
children, when the passenger ghips wero
struck e dastardly Llow by ihe wicked
enemy; who, muckinf death, guve up life
with & beroisma al Ithe more bercic be-
cauge it wos elways taken as a malter
of course! Is it m{.dmndﬂ. then, that
the members of the ies’ Hurbour Light
Guild make it their business fo o
a  bright, homelike, t in Mslbourne,
where the susilors are always certaln of &
cherry welcome ashore?
The members of the guild are ndm-irnbé{
drafted| Tha 380 non-workers each pa
1s. per annum, ers, of whom
there are between 700 and 8, domate
2s. 6d. und school members—-it is confid-
ently hoped that graduvally sl! the schools
will take wp active interest im the migsion
—1s. & year, 'The knights of the guild -
us the men members swre designated—are
for any sum they wish o
name, from Bs. m yvear upwards, Every-
thing is paid: for out of these revenues,
with the excepion of a pmall grant from
the Home Mission Fund—and such is ‘the
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would probably tell you it was fur more
than to them.

The Institiwe is escellently appointed,
wind every little corner scems to have itm
partieular bistory., It wag built afier the
model of oma;? the old misagion churches
in Californis, and retains somethiug of the
ol world atiraction, while yet it combines
ull the advantages of erm, praciical,
On entering the door the
firgt. thing, one nolices s & huge compess,
inleid upon the floor, evidently to indicate
one’s proper bearings for il points due
narth—to the chapel! Chly one other gea-
mien's micdon in the world beasts such @
compass, As the sallor awinge through the
ehtranee he finds the offive on his ri,ht-
and ihere 15, here, always n smiling face
to waleome tha ghy, o1 Umid new comer.
Quite a real powy office is wtalled by mem-
bers of the guild, amd all the letters re
ceived are listed alphaletically.  There.
fore, the expoclant railor Las just o 1un
his eve down the list, snd he can 1npacd
tnisly soe whether there is o Jutfer for him
or pot, 1t he is Tortunaie, he comes up o
ilhie member in charge, wha unloeks the
hax, and producea the longed for anissiv:
The bova are always sncouraged Lo answer
lettern—and to write themn, (Mlen a few
words sboul their wother, and their own

organisation, end management, that the
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homie, will proveke w sleeping memory in'm
aclivity.  'the wriing room s well atock-
ed with paper, ¢nvelopes, pens, and juk.
The wablen vre so divided to ensure the
utmust privacy, and through s calenlated
chuiin ©f circum- ances, mMmany an angicus
motlier recebiea o letter from ber pluh:-'r
lad, whao pord aps, might not have writien
but for thess kindly inducements. :
The central hall-—where socia] avesings
are held every other might besides two

specinl concelis 4 werk—is inwiting o the
exlieme, A bandsomae piane aflords
portuniiy for thes: musically inclinded.
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rtunity  for thes: musieally ineli !

he tahles are strewn wilh pepers.
wall are Wright with pictures, aod here,
ainid there, iv g curved model, of a ship.
Ome, of espe o al rietest. s & model of
“Ths Room” camved, and presented by
a Frenolh satlor. Thw German vOaub.
will wlways Le remambered in Australis.
For it was scross ber bows ihat the Hirst
hostile shot wos ever fired in Auwstealian
walers.

In the cornce s ke canleen, I& was
frited up entirely from ithe procecds of &
guolation calepdar compiled by one of the
members.  The sailors may at any time,
pel o teapol of tea, of u tray of eatiables,
it a pominal cost.  Befors the oantasn
was {n existence they bad to go out fur

nis—and sometimes thoy did mol
Giroups of sailors &4 chatving
Hall u dosen pwodes luugh
and talk smong thomselves, for the simpile
roason they kuow no other language (han
their ewn. Beveral I#i?;:. ;::;hn clﬂ;tu:
ahoii By 3 a perfon
4 u dark-eyed F:.'hpug

e e vidlim
Mines and lorpe
does sank the ships he was in, eilher snr;h.
oy

pimes; and il 1« fo his fifeh npnrﬂ:;-.

H‘Eﬂ ia eagerly listening. were
in boats cighy days,” he was ",[’j]unr';:
The gufferings we endured
to reach
malives
were Uermans, and came &l
When tl.;ylhlu-:ﬂ’ 1:
l‘.qf were A L] e
‘ wo loft, and
rescue  boat arrived
imio ihe hills and

gomo back!
ab the tables,

Celtis  Lype—why, although only
twenty years of uge, bas

of the Huu five iimes
Channel of off the English cokat,

ﬂan'thl Inverness wus “wkﬂ'r
i}

“] was pretry well mangled when

picked mo up.
~wors awlul. AL lasl we man
‘I- Hawailan island. he

. 'The ven cried when
ih w,h:fm'e the
they begged ws to go
hide."

another Labic a Cansdian lad--once
I‘:ih\!h"i:l a sollier, who traiped hql

the Broadmeadows
S 8 i 2
Joft the United Blates not k
o, .llf‘ﬂ' soine weeks wa sighted o

cAmp-—WaR

|

b

of them all

.

taking their year's supp

%&'!:1;

y didn't come poar—end we

Eik

Iulbf of the crew, not el

O

i

g
tropioal
sunsels which
blood. Then,

i poan o
lavish

Bometimes, [

m with ils
the gorgeous

all the wuter I'ljlih

-
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“I'he voyage which will al
memory,” e said, “was
must be nsmeless. We
nowing whither
bound, or whal we were yoing to

fully beautiful islands, and we
for the most remote wad most love-
Then, and only then, we
our mission from e tktpEt.l '\!IIF;
gtation! Oh mnol I don't blame tus
for not telling un! Bomecne has o
things, you know. A waval .ﬁum

lars exira, When she job was

ﬂ H'.: quarentined on ancthe
d for :n mouths, and onl'lll-::n?:p
, and dicd before we jeft,

never inuﬂ. that voyage, males!
Laper's 1

stained
‘mn_

Hilhavis ssS B8

|

Freveh, Lhe Bpanish,

w

welosamwe wilh iha Rl lah
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ol the water with biood, Thin, too"—

voloe deepencd—"thers was an
- girl—& lopar—:here, We heurd
ahe used to be an acliess, an ton-
iractad

was ﬂ wlone, anmd l}ﬂyl 'I'll.'#hill; us,
eonl ber come |
e ,-:nl Irn-ﬁuu ﬂ:l lmrmut:t1

{ wateh . . ., watch | |
e ”l."-«tnm of HNorth Sea
“r:rlr

wan after a
woiunded, toa, poor

al that all tha swlors
n‘lh . It is so comfori
easebially iniﬂuhhudll being fu
of humen inlorest. men's quariers
roading, wriring and dressing
¢ and cold baths erc always
lliard room, end = specin! bag-
room, where any wsailor “'»H, leave
for an long =8 he likes, pay-
of 3. covers ita complete insurance,
t«:: the ml:dqmrurl;r‘l:h;m
heave their own billiard room, ting
g roams, bath and dresi
qul_j"“'f.: 'EL;:..II .fl'tui i
L] "
has it] The Inds nlso have o bil-
r-nnlthdrm.mihdﬂﬁ-inu

aval
fie

ik

13

oney r b others—which was
from ¢ Milverton Hchool

of the Guild
It is boped the commitier to some

utilise th empby rooms, which
the Innmh'nf the whole building. Their

L intantion iz to AL them up ns
. of "cabine,” as they ae lo he
ed. They rrust these “eabivs”-will be

ted, either i memory, or ju Lonour,
of pomeons doar o the donor.
Another forward movenent soon to he
in hand, now thal materials are avail-
, is the e¢stablishmeut of “Norla Gym-
" In a sadlors” club such facility
for exercise ix nbsolulely essentinl.
pen both need, and miw, exerlion, As
soo boy, who hud been bucksliding, onoe
said botically :—"1f  only thore was
something to do to get me inko a good
eat, I woull be all right." Eoon such an
!;. will be helped o swing from the (ra-
of the Norla Oymnpasium inlp the
ﬁi brack |
nday s always & fale day al the Im-
. , for 40 or B0 sailors generailly come
ti ten. The up-lo-date kilohou, which
bved with every laboursaving appliaves
pald for omt of working members’
crowns—is then & hive animution,
d methodical order. A formidable row
teapols await flling, Mre. Qoldsmith—
n's  wife—rightly (hinks i{ in
far more homely po potr out the tea from
s pot, than io servs it straighy from the

Bo tea i oul & meniber,
Flit- ab the of a i gay with
wers, and chats to th_w. These
Istter are of aull nationalives. But ne

Boandingviam, Nog-

uny other sallor—in  equally
Twe anlhuwvan's

an—or
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wegiun—or any other sailor—in  equally
weloome wilh the Brilish, Two enlthusias's
belonging o the Gmild actually lesrnl Nor-
wogsan, so thal wmen el 1his oation would
lve womeone to talk lo, amd so be less
lovely. when they reiched (his, 1o them,
[ fureigm !

The members of the Guild have their own
privale suile where they arrauge the fow-
s and do other uecessary odds wnd emds
undisturbed No ome appreciates Rower
like & smilor, und (he enrlies, and most
beautiful may always be seen sdorning the
tables and wooms,

Teas urn merved lae i
the “Ceila n'{i.:';hhﬂl l-i:lﬁtrlﬂ'l! 5':;1!‘“ hl:l
liful portions of the institute, It was

erocked by the chaplain in mem of his
aunt from whom tne ball takes ils pame.
The Gothic windows open upon tha clois.
ters, whersin (be hot westber, the sailoms
cijoy thair meals sul of Jdoors
cloisters, indeed, form en exguisite
?!Di- They are botwern g series of sweep.
ng arches which lesd 1y the chapel, and
are sheltered by the open bLalcomy of the
plain’s quariers. (race of contour marks
the archilcowre on  cvery turn.  Jual
around the cormer is the chaplsin's gurdes
—% fpuwh of green and ecolony, transform-
td from a desert wasie, by 3 well-knogrm
"Ik hosk o eapeciall
3 roovm ¢ a4 departmani L
valued by the eailors. %-w Wre u\'ﬂiléw'
relaries, one for home and (he other for
foreign liversture. Books in Fremeh, En-
glish, Bpanish, imavian, N jan,
4nd German may be found on theshelves.
Each week aboul 38 comveniemt parcels of
reading stufl are made up. Thess contain
illusirutod papers, books in various lan-
yvages and ines. These paroels are
eagerly wcoup by the mailar with & long
manotoious Vo belore bimu.
. Bub pomplels as i overy corner of (he in-

Minr'u:~3= ti-: mlr so wall -ﬂ;l' I::d“l
ImEnoTi A srecled t ing’

Light Guild, in of (he
affieers and mon, who have lost r livea

during the war. 8t Peter's—for it i called
altar the mailor's iron seint -with its
.hllh'ﬂ gentle dignily is & veritable sane-
tuary ol pesce, perhaps all the moie so he-
cavse It wprang out of war. The Tittings
are gntirely of Australian wood, The pews,
Eiven in memory of some loved one by
one of ihe wembers, are of Tesmnauian

mander Eiwell, who, it will be remember-
od, was killed at Rabaul, in the early part
of the war The font commemorates two
heroes —Nigel Hockley and Fred Hyde, who
lost “.lrwmh“ib?; hnu-;l. ot‘h 'I‘.hri
ji 1T marviveg & Relun
‘ﬂrﬂaﬂ:? ﬁ their ships, the Gallgorn
Castls the comnst of Tveland. The mo

of one of them wrote out ber aon had
died ws an lishman shuu ting for
the right, s uoble wentimcot is  sult-
ably r:uphrmn pon I.llu,u i on en-

s blon  Baiadk il M amaim
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ably paraplirased upon the juscripti
graved

: o tha font. Prectically overy-
lhing enshrined in the chbapel bes ile own
soniimental value. The alms salver of
llll.uln'ﬁpnr, studdeg with is frag-

rant the memory. of & tly woman.

eyn of the sailor is hiedd
ned like =

Rl T e
‘s on tw
rrosglosn gt Moo o

For the lest 13 the Rev. A. Gurney
L Goldsmith, M.A. has acted as chapluin to
the Besmen's Mlssion elbourne,  Be-

fore Lhat he and his wife worked in China.
Mr, Goldemith visis all the bosts and
geta in touch E."m”! with the sailor,
over whom ha greel influence, He s
not only their chaplain and friond, but,
amongsl & wide range of other things, their
bapkor bepides, An exchange system oxists
betwegn  the  vartous Mimslons, amd the
watlor who hay “banked” his woney with
the -:imanl-li:’1 upon golog auway, receives a |
begue which is unrad—-mlw!l oxchange—

the chaplin of Lhe noxt port lr,f.ﬁnld
winith will tell you he has a soft spot in
his  hoar; for an old sailor he calls
“Paddy,” 'This ancieni mariner has beep
?-mkerl ten timien, 1t was s long tm
orp the chaplain vadled n “ H
to parlake of the o itnal -l.:dpmuhrld-
vantagrs afford the institute, He
would nol come winid, until he conld de
s0 “with a gnod heart' Finally he frank-
Iy admitled that he bgd oo “friends like
Jmnn of ‘the Flyipg Angel,” and that be
eventually proved his own “ heart"™
will be shown In this story, day he
eams in to the chaplain und said biuffl
“Well, sir, I've been payin' off some o
toores  up Carltom way, au' 1 tells yor,
plain, sir, not oue of 'em would hare setm
& panny of their momey but for the M-
alom."

The Ladies' Harbour Light Guild has
over thirty branches,

working suburban
o B e o Miguing. B gron Bt g
Inatitule vow will no bt be comsider-

m aungmopted in the fuiure. The prae-
sotiong of the meombers do maore than

bardwood. The reredon aliny chaira
ol carved blackwood, The a:rt was
provided :? the moember' magi half-
Erowns, resdy Lhis 1 h e mor -
inls of uliar kis nterest, The |
aliar A Wis given in o of Com-

puything «lse Lo convey the su mean-
ing @ ke vame of the Guik. To the
visiling sailors the word ‘“ledies™ i
the bread givers: “harbour” safely; ™
wlulmml: ;;uihi" lht;ditinli|=.l{£ fmlg
piky and they oune o a u
jdenls thus embodied are umﬂaﬁf} oar-
ried out by all the lodlea who have
ed together to ecare for the sailors’ wel-

fars,
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