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I PLOPORSED RAILWAY TO POOWONG.
e

| ™ THE EDITOR OF THE ARGES

Sir,—Will you kindly allow me space in
vour valuable columna for the insertion of the
lollowing, on behalf of the Diouin and
Voowong Huillway Leagne.

Ata recent interview with Mr, Bent, the
cloima of an aren of 1,570 gqunre niles of
settlement, at present altogether without
railway accommodation, founud expression in
an nppesl for n line from Drouin to Poowong
It was pointed out to the Conimissvner of
Huilways that the cost of consuruction of the
20 miles in question, at the mazimum esti-
mate of the Mirhoo line, viz , £2.000 per mile,
would be but » five or six yeurs' purchase at
most, through the revenue derivable from the
ecttlement of the balance of the hazel
forest-land at present  without roads of
any description, which the line would open
vp. This argument was based npon the fact
that within tive years upwards of 20000}
aeres of this lend, yielding more than the
revenue referred to, had already been
taken up nnder circumstances the most un-
{h\ onrable.

It was also shown that the authorized line
to Mirhoo will benefit an area of settlement
of 42,245 acres only ile the line to
'oowong, if aulhoriuci. will directly accom-
modate an  area under precisely similar
covditions of npwards 200,000 acres,
£7,040 secres of which sre in the parish of
Jeetho slone.

We congratulate the people of Mirboo upon
their success, but at the same time should
like to know whether have we or our parents
sinned, that onr claims bave been ignored ao
lowg? Js it that we are not entided to rail-
way sccommodation thet the survey of the
line to Poowong 1a not yet completed? Or is
it that the mind politic does not grasp the
true position of the selector as such that the
obligations of the state are not recognised?
Are the settlera of this portion of South
Lippe Land mistaken men with a grievance ?
itr, can it be shown thas the appropriation of
the £40,000 from the incoming loan, required
for the construction of the line to Poowong,
would not be an economic settlement of a
just claim ¢ That the mistake doea not lie
with the settlers, and that the proposed ex-
lH-duum s joetifinble slike wpon purely
weinesa  principles, and in the con-
servation of interesta not leas important
in deciding the relative meritas of the countey
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in deciding the relative merita of the countey

; e e e it b
L-:'».‘:'rui:‘l 'ig. I must be borne in mind that
the hn.: articularly referred to ia the hazal
lapd, This land provides for a class not
n furmeérs, but men of means.
Others way take it up, but these only may
k it ?Juwherﬂthiu desideratan ssserta
fteelf in land wonopoly, through dammyism,
and bas cost the state probably wnch more
than is pow asked [or the line to 'vowong.
To develope this land the outlay is enormous,
1f ¥3 per ucre be udmitted as o fair average
cokt, in properly laying it down under artiti
vind preture and rewoving the fallen lozs, it
will be gecn thut o special outlay of nearly
£1,000 per block 1s nuposed, and certatuly the
wost bond fide evidence exista that, where
sracticable, the outlay 12 going on at this rate,
f, therefore, the conditions of soil, climate,
and proximity to warket ure such as to
warrapt this expenditure, the claiims of
capital and epterprise in support of the line
to 'coweng will be apparent. That these
conditions pre o may be satiafacterily shown
frow the fact that there ia lund in the neigh.
bourheod, without fencing or other improve.
mends, for which G&, per acre per manum has
been paid for grazing purposes ouly ; while
upon the selection of Mr. D, M'Tavish, apon
a clearing of 51 acrea, 500 sheep have been
grozed all through the wioter, and the
seme ground i8 now carrying 130 lamby in
widaition,  Ae the bazel land is unilorm in ita
ginzing copabilities, one instauce is a8 good
as wany, while land capable of doing this
requires po further comment.

The beneficence of the man who makes two
Llades of grass grow where ouly one grew
before is proverbial. 18 it unreasonable, then,
that we, who profess to graze three sheep to
the acre where not one blade grew befors
should pek for 20 miles of railway au.'a.oud
«r wile in order that that we may do %o’
Nor is it unreasonuble that the strugyl
landed interests should seck, through rail-
wny legislation, a fair proportion of the
funds which have hitherto been contributed
to the Hailway department by the annual
appropriation from the revenue accruing
through the alienation of Crown lande
Whatever may be the claims of the 'oowong
line in this respect, they stand us yet mostly
to 18 credit, for the trunk line cannot
be considered as satisiying the require-
wents of those who cannot get to it
J fect, with the eettlers here an eflicient
land administration now means & liberal rail
sdministration, and that ouly—but at once.
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udministration, and that ouly—but at once.
In the slleviation of selectors’ difficulties
eleewbere the case i otherwise. They, too,
require railway extension ; but they require
aleo reduced wileage, the suppression of the
rabbit nuisance, water conservation, &¢., and
in some instances a better soil and an im.
proved climate,

I'rom this it will be sean that the line to
I'cowong poesesses a peculinr interest, inas-
much ue it reduces to u purely business issue
the ulleviation of interests worth upholding,
when Lelp is within the reach of the Govern-
ment. This will be better understood by com-
paring the cost ol the proposed line, as an
wvestment of the public fundas in the relief
«f the financial position of selectors, with the
priuciple adopted by the state in generously
redueing their rents by the introduction of the
Amended Land Act, with the same end in
view, Inthe tirst instance, the consideration
whether the expenditure ol £40,000 in rail-
way extension will or will not enable the
selectors to help themselves and carry on
their enterpriee is but a question of .
but (o euppose that the same object
may be attained by simply reducing e
tors' rents must be erroneons in_prin-
ciple; for it is evident that here, if the
tGiovernment had reduced the renta not mere
one half, but altogether, or bad even ad-
vanced money to the selectors, that without
roads of any description their pursuit could
::ﬁt be profitably carried on, or carried on at

Mr, Bent will therefore recognise that in
deciding whether the line from Drouin to
Poowong shall or shall not be included
in the next railway bill the bread-and-
butter iltll“m"t h?fk a dl::g;n.l and,
are proud to nk, rving Wm
of the community are in his banda. e are
told that that hon, gentleman has a thmnfh
knowledge of South Gipps Land, and tha
more practical and energetic administrator of

the Rail de ent we
oo way departm

umpllﬂrmmh.in inte-

rests of progress, and prosperi

maine uestion whnthsfmthn lmn';

?eewmvﬂl,_t-i.'! ccompli.—1 am, &e.,
i CHAS, COUK, Hon. Sec, -
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