; 4 POOWONG _ NORTH CLOSING SERVICE
4 ' ' -12th July, 1970.

"HE _WENT OUT NOT KNOWING WHITHER HE WENT." - HEBREWS 11l:&.

We stand today on the threshold of the last service in Poowong North
Church. Wondering, peering :Lnto the distance, not seeing far.

What shall we da next?

We can look a“b the past and give thanks to God for the way in which
He has led us and blessed us during the years Looking over some
of the records I find that a meeting was hela on December 8, 1889
for the purpose of starting a Sunday School: the chairmen was E.
Es Allchiné Wm. Pratt Senr. was nominated as Superintendent and

Ve Treadwell apnointed secretary. Other names on the Trustees
Register include, Stephen Tolley, Daniel Glover, William Glover,
Francis‘Allchin, John Hackett, William Ferguson, Thomas Glover,
Ebenezer Allchin, James Allchin, Charles Stanfield, James Watts,
Allan George, F. White, Thomas Attenbobough, Walter Hackett, Arthur
White, Norman Meher, Wesley Stanfield, Robert Attenborough, Victor
Wallaces To me many of them are just names, to you they have been
real people. But I am confident thet all of these men have rendered
valuable service to the cause here at North Poowong, and we thank
God for their devotion over the years. I would venture to surmise

that there was a service here before 1889, possibly about the

- year 1885 or 1386. The earliest plan of services I have is dated

1880, when it was the Warragul and Drouin Circuit with 9 preaehing

plﬁmea, but no menticm is made of North Poowong.

I must pay tribute to .ou.r present Trust Secretery, ilr. James Vatts,
who has given stirling service in this capacity for 45 years, actually
he was anpointed on September 9th, 19<5 so we are not going to

argue over a couple of monthse He has furnished me with one or

two items which may be of interest to us. A marriage took place

on April 2lst, 1938 betveen Mr. B. Hillier and Miss Bunice White,
second daughter of Mr. & Mrs« A+ White. Ilir. White is one of our
Trustees. - During the period of Anglican services a Confirmation
Service was held on November 3rd, 1946, conducted by the then Bishop
of Gippsland, Dr. Blaéckwood. On November 1llth 1951 an’ ordinary

. morning service was conducted by Bishap Baker of Ridely College.

In previous years services were taken by Rev. Holden, President

~of the Methodist Conferemce, and Rev. Rentoul, another President

for the days that were. It may have been policy in .the horse and

of Conference. These services were held during the period of o
morning services in the 1920s. Mention must be made too of the
work: of Miss N. Beverly in the Sunday School, a fine Christian |
women and a good Presbyterian, who was helped by her neice Miss
Josie Beverly (lrs. Van T*hoff), Miss Beryl Hamblin and Douglas
Calvert and Mrs. Ailsa Attenborough. So, in gratitude we give
thanks to God for these his faithful pedple who ovér the years ;2
hmre maintained a witness in this place. . 0

It is sad to see a place of worship close, but then we must nat
dwell for ever in the past or on the pasts It is no use longi--..s

buggy days to have meeting places within a few miles of each i
other, but in these days of faster transport three or four milﬁs '
is neither here nor there, and with people moving away from

~ country areas, one has to be realistie and endeavour to consolidate

the work in the more populated centres. Let us not be bitter or

"hold a grudge against the Trustees. or anyone else. now that a

decision has been made to terminate our Services. Let us auce;l 5
it in %09‘3 grace end look forward to the days that lie ahead.

What cen we do next? Ve cen wander along, tmdeterminad and purpoﬁeleas.

We can stumble forwerd, lonely and afraid, or ve can sten out into

the unknown ‘brmrely, because we heve heard a promise, and trust

““Bhe one whq made it "Lo I am with you alway, even unto th® end of

B VOX'LC o
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