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Foreword

This history was compiled primarily as an offer of a
permanent account of the first landowners to take up grants in
the district of Croydon before records and factual stories handed
down by pioneers become lost beyond recall. With the
co-operation of descendants a picture of the early scene in
Croydon is depicted; it is hoped it will present in miniature
some of the trials and perhaps a little of the triumphs often to
follow tribulation.

Concerned in the record, also, are other accounts of varying
nature that appear to be in demand. Data from whick inferences
are drawn, and details by word of mouth are, to the best of
‘the writer's knowledge, as accurate as much research can malke

them.

The book is being produced as a souvenir in this, the year
of Croydon’s breakaway from the parent Shire of Lillydale.

MuRIEL MCGIVERX
Mount Dandenong Road,
Croydon.
1961
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SEVERED

«SEVERANCE—then we've got it?” came doubtfully from the
cautious ones; but “Oh, what a Christmas present . . . !” roared
from the throats of others. The shout vibrated in the heated
air of Main Street, echoing in and out of the old buildings and
the spanking new ones; it exhilarated the atmosphere and
lightened the sky so that even the old sun seemed to smile on
tired shopprs with freshening effect. The furtive wind, moan-
ing lightly and wandering fitfully about in its summer fashion,
paused, caught it, played with it then tossed it exuberantly,
sending it ringing around the hills of Croydom, sensing its
importance. The ears of the fearful ones twitched with con-
sternation; they studied the news with pain then with lips set,
primly tightened their belts resignedly, apprehensive of the
future.

It was not only the excited shouts and ringing responses
that the wind lifted and sent dancing like spirits of joy; it was
the invigorated discussion that followed in Main Street, with
the Severance Committee, the Chamber of Commerce and the
resident councillors on the fringe perhaps the most emotionally
aroused of all. For the Committee had worked with undaunted
perseverance for a breakaway in the face of opposition, fully
cognizant of the benefits to the community that would accrue
and aware of the spiritual advancement of a body standing on
its own feet. Trade also is of paramount importance; some
races make it a long-drawn-out game of haggling and bartering,
raising it to a favourite pastime. Trade is as old as the ancient

human and an occupation stretching from the East where
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camels are bartered for brides, to the West where currency
trade for livestock holds sway; it is one's daily mate.

From earliest history civilizations had a centre of trade, the
market places; radiating from them were the homes of the
little men, making up the big whole. Men of trade are account-
ing spirits trained by their calling to weigh commodities; they
arc a necessity. But to be complete a community must include
citizens at the top with aesthetic acumen to lay a restraining
hand on trade for trade’s sake alone, ones with vision 1n a

municipality to arrest such horrible happenings in the future
as the recent tearing out of part of the flank of the lovely Mount
gash for dwellers

Dandenong (if they can), leaving the bleeding ;
to the west to gaze on, horrified—a wound that, by its nature,
is destined to fester and become deeper, and never heal.

Movement made
But the battlers of the Croydon Severance e ‘beauty

their plans with exalted purpose aware of.the nee: L
of environment in conjunction with bustling busnr:less. wglheg;
town is a well-loved hobby, the new Shire of Croydon

! . :ov: nothing in the town's
their pride and joy; no gd battle fought and won.

from them the glory of a har fought an o show
Croydon lies in a Iovelykvalle};; c(l)lscnmmatmg peop
vision in a strong urge to keep it SO- that the place
“The story of Croydon ought to be tOl‘i I;Z‘ggested honght.
has gained a new individuality,” someon
- E9 kl A
full"ylf someone tells it,” put in a sﬁi?g'gerson quicky
goodness sake let it start ataﬂ:g i?gg:/oice wwe'll tell the story;
7] n’n Came . v v even e.
and—‘iix:f}l,a:v:lllbztxtt]ethe Paleozoic %ﬁ‘? }:;:EH fine T g ) )
“If you must dig down YoUL Y S {—in fact it coptinues:
“Well, it all started under the grotl:(relre oF activity?”
why disregard such an jmportant SP i .

. . . . . ° * * droc
; don and the be

Geologically the hills of Croy ic Era, .
most of 5‘16 district belong to the Pa!eof%es to the belief that
and middle onc; Sit old_stro 8 llm:flland on the plan_et-d in
Australia is one of the oldest bodies © pads were deposite
that era Silurian and Lower De:sg;?rl:g the earth’s a;r;sptla?els,

ious areas, and geologists S o m !
:?2?: have found evicéer_lce (i)ri:ctlltllflsee OC‘V:Nickl owdHt,gne:n LB

istrict being Inc - nd-muds 3

;-11151 ngzde:grg;sosed of Silurian sand-and Jevel, and

. Wicklow Hills, 6 >
decomposed rock; WICT WL "o qay in e+ than the surroun

irt’s Hill, 550 feet, rema 3
fgcl:-k formation has withstood erosion bet

ing countryside. )

“for

k forming

There is geological evidence also that the area now the
Dandenongs was once composed of this Silurian sedimentary
matter and at a later period in the Paleozoic Era”(Devonian)
became volcanic. A fault or seam developed in the earth’s crust
and in the upheaval the Dandenongs were thrown out of the
bowels of the earth. Rock of this later period (upper and lower
toscanite, basalt, hypersthene dacite, rhyodacite and grano-
diorite) intruded into the Silurian sedimented rock of the up-
heaved area, forming the mountains.

Much of this rock is of extremely hard composition and has
withstood millions of years of eroding influences. Several
quarries producing material for road construction lie on the
lower slopes and near foothills of the Dandenongs, and of the
rock quarried from them none is considered harder-wearing for
roads. It is used extensively in the district, samples submitted
withstanding periodic tests in the laboratories of the Country
Roads Board. A seam of this rock runs snakelike but at vary-
ing widths beneath the undulating countryside and reaches
Black’s quarry at Coldstream, with one break in the vicinity of
Cave Hill Quarries at Lilydale which it bypasses. The rock in
these last-named quarries is of another composition and of a
different colour (beige-pink) while the harder rock is a mixture
of blue, brown and orange tints. The former beige-pink rock
is of a much later period (Tertiary), a significant point when

considering its softness.

Violent temperature changes occurred in the earth’s crust

during the Paleozoic Era; rapid cooling of the interior caused
shrinkage and crumpling. The strata in a quarry in Liverpool
Road, Kilsyth, shows evidence of its birth pangs; great slabs
of glistening rock lie at many angles, athwart each other,
oblique, or standing on end. To the south-east of Croydon the
Silurian beds give way to this same hard rock near the old
junction of Liverpool and Colchester Roads, now Miller Road,
and Albert Avenue. At a spot in Liverpool Road farther north
and biting deeper into the rise of mountains starts the snake-
like line of upper and lower toscanite stone.

But apparently the uplands of Croydon escaped the violent
volcanic upheaval, for they do not show evidence; they are of
much gentler composition than the other severe contortion. A
quarry was once in working order on Birt’s Hill and another
at a spot where now stands the Croydon Monastery. The strata
here lies mostly at the one angle, vertical; the colour was yellow
and the texture spongy and matt-surfaced. In the vicinity of
Stirling Road were some clay pits where an industry of hand-
made bricks was once carried on, In Mt. Dandenong Road,
about 100 yards west of Liverpool Road, stands an old, cream-
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washed brick house; the hand-made bricks used in the construc-
tion were made in the back yard of the house sixty years ago;
probably traces of the clay-pit remain to-day.

The flat portion of Croydon showed no evidence of igneous
matter; where a plain takes drainage from a mountain, there
is always silt left after flooding and this alluvial soil mixed with
organic matter in patches formed the black loam of the flats
which cracked in summer when the hot sun baked it, and was
sticky in winter. Because a rank grass grew, the locality was
dismissed as worthless scrubby land with poor soil; places
much farther afield were settled long before Croydon.

When later a handful of settlers, braving the inhospitable

terrain to cut firewood to sell in Melbourne, finally decided to
knock up shacks and stay for a space, they planted fruit trees
in home gardens and then foun

: d to their astonishment that
not only did the trees grow, they flourished to a degree un
dreamed of on the slopes rising from the flats, Then it was
subsequently discovered that simple treatment of the sticky
black soil yielded giant crops

of maize; adjoining this dark
loam on the flats was an acre ) ¢

val age of whitish, salt soil in the
vicinity of the old Recreation Reserve.

P. Kildren, of Nelson’s Hill, and the Smj
Road, were the pioneers in fruit growing; many others followed
until the locality developed into a vast area of first-class
orchards and vegetable gardens. From these came naturally
an organization interested in horticulture; one was formed and
orchardists paid a bounty of a few pence per dozen for the eggs
of sparrows, starlings and minas. In 1913 the Horticultural
Society wds formed, embracing members with deep interest in
home.gardens and beautification; there is an annual show,
Sometimes two, and the specimens exhibited are very fine.
O. Hewish and the late A. Chandler and more recently the

Brpughtons showed practical interest in the affiliation. But all
oy :pct:ea;ge much later than the events narrated in the following

ths, of Plymouth

GNQUA

NOBODY WANTED IT

CHAPTER II—NOBODY WANTED IT

in i i i human
YDON, in its babyhood, bore comparison with the
ggigg starting life handicapped from the cradle—the plaqte haac;
frightening beginnings. In the early mx}eteenth century tix w. s
a wild, desolate, ignored, and even .dended log:ahty south-wes
of the flourishing vineyards of the Lilydale environs.

idents being koalas,
It was unpeopled, the qnly permanent resider

wombats, bandicoots, native cats, opossums, birds, snakes and
the passing wallaby.

i i hacked a way
i , searching for productive land, X
frovth]l_ti‘lay:l;tl:eletrlfrough the dense bush to the nchfn:ﬁ vcf)lcax(lilg
soils of Mooroolbark and the northern slopes ﬂc; | snk:gwn
nongs; they explored, gazing on the strange, s . 1o%
art n'ow called Croydon. They used their picks expgnmlen g's
?urning over the ground. Finally they slung ﬂ;:efullrlnp lfrglinto
high on to their shoulders again and went than y ba
Mooroolbark. .

Croydon, in the ‘fifties, was thought little of by Warrandyte
also, as goid was not reported as ‘pelp_g embec}ded anywherg
arodnd the hills and lowlands; the primitive locality was trea:ﬁ
with added scorn. Men asked themselves what on earth g
place was good for? In fact, histgrz su%ﬁesg‘,a:ga;n lao?!%c:i}:ﬂ caat_ti'gg

ts in this gold-crazy period. e

}:’n% h\?/grcs: considered barren, hungry, and fit only for d;::ttlt%-
razing; Croydon was, indeed, part of a ca_tt}e-run extending s
% swga'ter and Ferntree Gully, run.by Wx.lham Gardme:.ir who
to'?;: up a grazing licence af;er dlscoventnﬁ gooAcrlontir;r 11111;?:
searching for stray cattle. C man,
%ﬁ?i;c:glb'leruik-n;}lign a few cattle as a hol')by in the district;

these pastoralists operated around the 1840's.
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‘Legend has'it that cattle-duffers used the heavily-timbered
hxl'ls between Warrandyte and this valley for hide-outs; as cattle
grazed in the myriad valleys, it is not unreasonable to suppose

that these grazing activities were mother to the misdeeds and
that law-breakers did operate.

It is obvious that Croydon was never a watering-place; there
was no river and the creeks were of such paltry size that they
ceased flowing altogether in the hot season. Even the aborigines
tabooed the place. There is no evidence, however, thatcthis
was for accursed or even sacred reasons but simply because all
primitives follow the water and they had long ago discovered
the lack of it; naturally it was no place to carnp.& \ )

In those pre-history days, blacks of the Y i
apd others from the plains towards the sea \va?li{Sr;{c?r;?c lll\fce:
plrd haunted creeks and fern-gullies of the Dancienon‘-“;‘ brood-
m‘gI?\ to the east; or they took their walkabouts to the Brushv
or Deep Creceks, or Yarra River—in their language the river
me‘a;)nt water running through trees and shadows.” It is
(I:;&lflble %hat the bucks speared wallabies and other native
‘L,-hu\. as they passed through the valley of Croydon and more

an likely that this was all the truck they had with the locality.
P'-’IEIIQOH-EC "ﬁft:cg eager immigrants were arriving at the port of
il tIom,, anxious to join the gold rush. Pastoral holdings
foo me grfadual]y give way to settlements, for only a favoured
bana ade fortunes out of gold and the rest were obliged to
Pandon the search and seek more remunerative occupation.

pinih(?fl%ld a traveller, _iot_lrneying the Lilydale track and stop-
feilgw-mez:qt the Burnt Bridge Hotel, be more curions than his
% vise {4 o Em'd 80 wandering off into the bush, he might gain
Be might ée vicinity of the present f%l‘t(‘) Avenue. In those days
Corte: tnt 0;(3;;1 have proceeded mqms:tw_ely a ]i.ule farther and
overlooking the dcn?e bush on to the point of highest eminence
"From the ¢ cold-shouldered valley, the Croydon of to-day.

se Wicklow Hills he took stock.

If it w .
in ﬂowe:;erfhéh?l btlossommg season he looked down on a valley
silvery-white Iaatter terrain was covered closely in a dwarf,
plant wag Danlz,rgn: Or coarse grass, tussocky and tough. The
It grows on !;u;:la Pallida; when in flower a hairy down shows.
fertile, but early s:;?fd-lng-omy a little treatment to become
-grass White Ton ers did not know this. They called the
brushed valley wj or Silver Top, and they named the silver-
but - CY White Flats—those settlers living on the fringe

keepin ;
g thclr dauneg .
es of the barren oS ree from flapping about the

Dandenong, aisofalley'

wa
§ not settled on the western face;
6

timber invaders, searching for building material much in
demand for houses in the new Colony, had explored from the
plains stretching away from the base, but they were not wood-
cutting pioneers. Messmate grew on the western face and the
finer mountain ash on eastern and also more protected sides.

Through this wilderness of primitive Croydon, dismissed by
all discriminating settlers with the name of White Flats, came
finally a road! In 1857 portions of the Parishes of Ringwood
and Scoresby were surveyed by one N. M. Bickford, and the
road was shown on this early map. It is the well-known Mt.
Dandenong Road of to-day. But it was marked on the map as
Sawmill Road for in the bush a mill for the production of
building timber had been set up, and roads frequently take
their names from their destination.

Early in the State’s history the road cast out of Melbourne
was known as the Main Gippsland Road, later to become the
Whitehorse Road, for in 1853 the famous Whitehorse Hotel
was erected on the corner of this Gippsland Road and Elgar
Road, Box Hill, in that part now lying between the highway and
the railway line. The publican, so the legend goes, had seen
and greatly admired a magnificent white horse passing by, and
so he hung the white sign outside his inn; and the road from
Melbourne to Box Hill became Whitehorse Road. The track to
Lilydale also became loosely designated thus, without signifi-
cance; or alternately, the Lilydale track as of old. -

It continued so until the Country Roads Board gave the
portion east from Box Hill a name redolent of meaning for the
first time in history—Maroondah Highway. Previous to this
the Whitehorse Road name was without significance east of its
birth place, Box Hill Maroondah Highway traverses a few
miles of the new Croydon Shire, but it does not touch the town
proper by a mile.

Sawmill Road became known as Oxford Road after sub-
division of Crown Allotments; in later years the Country Roads
Board took the road over as a Main Road and records it as
Mt. Dandenong Road—from Club Hotel corner to Olinda. It
is the most direct approach from Melbourne to Croydon; its
junction with Maroondah Highway has always been known
locally as Club Hotel corner ever since the hotel was built close
by. The corner is important to this record because it is at
this point that the road starts, winding 2% miles to Croydon
through pretty country. When the antimony mines opened in
1869 on a hill overlooking this corner, the spot was a hive of
industry. The mine worked three shifts a day, forty men a
shift: endless horsedrawn vehicles of all kinds, including those
of timber-getters, used the bullock-tramped Lilydale track
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straight on < g .
mineg from the corner, up and around the hill to the

The track became i :

: . le impassable with deep holes, mud and
zlllilg?nzpfl vehicles ditched to the axles. Trafgc began to use an
Club Hgt tlrack to the mine—the Sawmill Road; turning right at

el corner, it proceeded for about a quarter of a mile

then turned left and so eai i ;
side (now Mines Road)_o gained the workings from the other

tmg}gci‘:a;laiﬁc to ‘Lllyda]e also took Sawmill Road, as the older
e deviat:im Emusab[c_quagmn‘c. Sawmill Road was traversed
o OniJ at a point about a mile from Club Hotel corner
e orint ?Ii_lranched off the Sawmill Road and joined again
little % tr':t ilydale track less than half-a-mile farther on. This
o Cril]lr‘llonhbecamcbknown as the Lilydale Road and to-day
e [;Pu._t_e Old L}lydalc Road for rcasons here stated. In
- ¢ original portion of quagmired track was metalled and
affic diverted back again and the name of the little piece
slipped into history. >

But in early days its two corners were famo i
s . 7 ; = s 'h’ . ll
fﬂ_(éﬁed..s?wn?‘“ Road the junction was known ast:rd(izi;c’s
OI'ICCCII the finger-posts now located at Club Hotel corner were
(poimz_u this corner; they read: “Healesville and Warburton”
cmm,mg left) and “Mt. Dandenong” (pointing right). The old
stan‘dz;etom—e ogcup_lcd py William Hardidge and his family still
et \(}c%ay, a trim little gable with floors of differing levels.
Houediad vas ‘(Jncc a church on Sawmill Road, also, opposite
T, gdcs corner, the Plymputh Brethren. Folks on the fringe
Lilydaﬁg 0£ attended here. The other famous corner of the OId
Brde B o?d was the locality of the now-delicensed Burnt
e otel, a favourite in bullock-tcamster days. A store

W conducted there.

After shaki

'il‘acku;r;r]:lak;{lg the dust—or mud—of the deviated Lilydale
P— Dnst feet at Hardidge's corner, Sawmill Road
top of the mour?':\rards Croydon. When Corranwarrabull on
names of many of changed its name to Mt. Dandenong, the
this time the pou tll;lese roads trembled in the balance, for by
up with the tracke ad passed through White Flats and linked
at Corranwarrab at Montrose that the Jeeves family, resident

abull, had formed down the mount. y,

The name M
il . ’ t.
Tanjenyong,” me Dandenong, comes from an aboriginal one
When Club g *ning high or lofty hills. ’
the fir otel corner j
those ls)t) Part of Mt. Dandge. turned and road users traverse

a; .
™ and bred in &%eg‘?“g, Road, hidden history shrieks;
Istrict know that mine tunnels are

8

stilk.in existence beneath the road. An old resident of the

_district who, in the past, personally engaged in the contract

of filling in the more dangerous of the antimony mine tunnels,
stated recently that those under the road perforce remain un-
touched, being some distance from the adits. A group of men
once made a second attempt to work the antimony mines.
Pumping operations were commenced, but, owing to vigorous
complaints from landowners that creeks were becoming fouled,
they were obliged to abandon operations.

History also prods those who remember at another point en
route to Croydon; at a bend, Mt. Dandenong Road passes a
locality where once stood the brick kilns of the Pottery and
Insulator Works. They were about 150 feet off the road; when
demolished in the depression years they were owned by
Andrew Morrow. A little east of this spot is the boundary of
the Shire.

But before these works operated, a member of the Cutts
family engaged in obtaining from the earth a special kind of
clay which was sent to Melbourne to be moulded and baked.

Short tunnels from these various operations still riddle the
hill at certain places. There was also a broom factory in the
vicinity; sword grass once grew in abundance in the district
and until recent years another broom factory, engaged in
making the common household broom or whisk, was in produc-

tion in Croydon, in Lusher Road.
On the site of the old kilns of the Insulator Works modern

homes have been erected; obvious traces of the industry are
no more.

In 1868 a private surveyor became active in the environs
of White Flats. The news spread and immigrant settlers living
in the Burwood and Warrandyte districts took notice.

Here was a new part. What was it like? The menfolk came
and inspected the district; they saw possibilities. Many decided
to take a chance and took up lJand grants without delay. Some
purchased land on heavily-timbered rises running down to the
white flats; others bought on hills. Around the 1870’s there
was a great influx of immigrants, but they were the right sort.
They came to stay; not to despoil, but to cultivate. After blazing
identifying marks on trces on the boundary of their chosen
lots, they returned and acquainted their families. Then shelters
from the weather were erected, shanties at first, often wattle
and daub with hessian lining; then sawn timber later, brought
across from Tasmania.

The district began to be noticed. At Woods Point, a locality
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buri :
Gl;gid ]Sl?‘?j%'m the heart of some of the wildest country of the
mining was l-nngan.ge nearly 100 miles from Croydon, gold
and Akt everish operation. Would-be miners, suppliers,
obliged toptrg,s carrying gold to and from the mines were
Alexanticn to\ersehthe roundabout route through Seymour and
the Blacks’ S reach the place as there was not a road over
it B 1;i»ur, a steep peak beyond Healesville.
Healesville L:jeo‘:l\' teams carried supplies and passengers to
Blacks'’ Sp,ur %?lilt?d them, and buggies carried them over
in the main 1 requent boggings were the outcome and
Upper Yarra ptiopf went the long way round. In 1867 the
immediately b “ac over the Blacks' Spur was constructed;
y bullock teams took the new road through Lilydale

to Healesville, th :
laborious  travel. us cutting off many weary miles of slow and

New bullock-
ock-team routes were opened up; fifteen miles out

from M
elbour ,
ne the waggons made off in every direction; some

even took the iy
throug?lORMngiO{S)?t‘:;mklll Road through White Flats and so up
known. IX. . The place gradually became better

house (Hyjj R seen to-day on the sid .
oad). . ide of the road near his
language of "bu113CR££2_?, alr was often redolent of the odorous

10

EARLY
CONDITIONS

CHAPTER III—EARLY CONDITIONS

IN coach days the first stopping place after Club Hotel corner
was the Burnt Bridge Hotel on the Lilydale track, 1% miles;
then came the Prince of Wales Hotel, 4 miles, and the hotel at
Brushy Creek (in reality the Black Springs Hotel which was
later re-built at the foot of Black Springs), 5 miles from Club
Hotel corner. Toll-gates were erected at vantage spots and
toll-money used to finance the making of bush roads. But an
old identity recalls that evaders of the law were active then as
now and many deviated along the creek to avoid payment of
toll fees. '

Brushy Creek was quite a settlement; there was a school
and a Wesleyan Church; a store run by David Bilcock and a
blacksmith’s with the hotels, the Dew Drop Inn and several
settlers’ cottages. A little community had spread out from
the creek. To this day tall, brushy, indigenous tea-tree still
lines the creek banks and the hamlet is situated in an attrac
tive setting backed by the blue hills. A pity its historic name
was changed to a satellite one! Race meetings were held
at the hotel at Brushy Creek in the 1870's; settlers converged




on <

Wir;hfvacso?r ie from early in the day, agog with expectation.

and the raa en down from fences on both sides of the road
cecourse took up a half-moon from each side. As

the horses r
the road eaczcelgpi!lround the track they had, perforce, to cross

fev;:rx? \;z:gg; ;he end of the day the excitement mounted to
last race. Sl:)r?cl'::er%one Yas allowed to participate in the
on their grass.fed haocksl,a ughter followed the amateur jockeys
Earlier i - .
eXhibitli](;:l'll'S lonf ];he day aborigines would wander in, giving
esticks; they oo orang throwing and firelighting with their
watched int ¢y Datiently brought the tiny flame to Dbirth,
more experi?,'fcstgdlg' by all the country folk. Some of the
gins and black eh_l lacks gave exhibitions of spear-throwing;
Brushy Creek ,Children hung around, all smiling white teeth.
» In the 1870's, 'bid fair to be the nucleus of the

next tow s
or being :d?;f:ts?c.l %;ng"’{)@d: but its star was already setting
Devertheless in the sky fger' brighter one, not seen as yet but

tain range, etween Brushy Creek and the mouft

. After Sawm;
linked up Mglid§°g‘; was surveyed through White Flats and

to connect i oandenong, Brushy Creek hamlet yearne
o ith the new road; anfxllock track alreng' r*:g
‘ ) it Dandenong Road right

changed tq Sctlaticmué when the railway camg the name Wwas
It bears to-qay At treet, then later to Croydon Road, which
bt to Tardy conpas fime the Croydon Road name stended
af;e. Main Street, came ‘i)r?tlo Ingx?g"dah Highway before e
€mnants of ¢ | ‘l

of the past; i ;g e Bame, Oxford Road, still linger like voices

found i
me is gradually be(?ol:n ?r:lglh:ads and Shire accounts. But

without except; b

l 4 y solete a s no

highway brul;hg;1 fd“’.“ the road’s name asnlc\idtm g(zl:ll;ﬁalig?lg- The
ain Stl:eet, Croydon, at the southern €n

nd destination
man first gy o .
[

XCept for th, yes on Croydon it was forested
mate andm; On rises the:: Where scattered trees made a park’
ap_ple.gum, an. were soft-contoured spurs of mes$
Australian, grev; ;. 10€ eucta}lle foothills were bush-haunted 2
on the 8rew in abunda YPL, symbol of go many things
. Where, i:: Cei‘ It grew denser and to giant SiZ€

slabs of the Umpie form, .fOrpae' Story days it provided 1
times walg o s£I:ter were pit._saw;l’lgmes. :To house pione€rs
‘ tlers” shantjes 1n°£§3;’§§‘,etpoors land s(s)ﬂéi’

imes sleeper

railway lines are hewn from enormous trees, and mountain -
ash is used for fine floors and cabinet work.

The chartrcuse tint of the waving plumes of gum-trees has
stamped Croydon; to prevent a sad day of reckoning for loss
of our heritage of natural beauty, shire councillors will surely
exercise their power to restrain the spoilage of private as well
as public indigenous growth.

Original tillers of the soil were obliged to thin the bush in
order to erect huts, fences and outhouses and to cultivate the
soil; they ploughed under the white plains of Croydon, often
with bullock teams. The terrain began to alter; when Mt.
Dandenong spilled tears for this despoiling of her lowlands—
pouring copious rain into the myriad little streams running
west from her ankles through the lower ground—all the flats
situated south from Mt. Dandenong Road filled and the place
became a huge stretch of water, glistening where the light
caught it from high vantage points on the hills of Croydon.

When heavy rain occurred the lake always filled and then
Croydon, the aborigines’ Place-of-no-permanent-water, gained for
a fleeting, infinitesimal space thc atmospheric character of a
lake district. Myriad wild duck skitted over the surface of the
water and hundreds of washed-out venomous snakes could be
seen stretched along the rails of fences in pioneering days.
At such times human inhabitants of the district rushed to the
spot, for the new-born if temporary lake with its wild-life
occupants was one of the sights of early days. Even at the
present time the flats fill after heavy rain, creating a lake, but
not to anything like the same extent as of old. A scheme is
afoot to drain the Dandenong Creek and prevent the cgntmued
flooding of many localities; town-planners and councillors of
municipalities concerned have had conferences, for the creek
rises near The Basin and empties in a bayside stream.
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. Cooking was done at first over open fireplaces; damper was
often eaten. Later came colonial ovens and home-made yeast
bread. Bakers belonged to the future. Settlers killed a sheep
occasionally, or a pig; when no allotment of beef came, they
killed pouitry, and if they grew short of that, wallaby meat
was tackled. Records of the use of hams of kangaroo meat are
in evidence.

A crude bench was always knocked together outside the
shanties and on it stood permanently a wash-basin, piece of
home-made soap, and a bucket to gain the water from the dam,
or, later, to hold under a hand pump at an underground well,

Once a week a tin bath of small size—often used as well for
carrying chaff to the cow from the storage bin in between
times—was brought to a position in front of the household
fire, and in it the children were bathed in the lowliest shacks.

There was never a certain time for teamsters to arrive in
primitive districts with supplies; if bullock waggons failed to
carry the expected merchandise, settlers were forced to wait
until they came the next time, to go without. In early days,
improvisation was the fashion,

Timber was delivered to Melbourne by bullock-waggon;
many settlers engaged in pit-sawing after felling the trees. This
was done by hand-power—a very laborious task. Gradually
they cleared enough land to commence farming on a miniature
scale. Butter was produced; some settlers hawked it, others
delivered their produce up to hawkers of dairy produce; after
collecting it, these delivered it to various parts of Melbourne,

Wives of settlers might count on obtaining certain sums of
money from their sales of butter; should production fall, with
serious threat to the pocket, butter would instantly be taken
off the menu at home and dripping would substitute—seasoned
with salt and pepper. Bland explanations from mother would
be that that new rig-out for Anniversary Day at Sunday School
might be non-existent should butter sales fall.

On Sunday evenings at tea there were always neighbours;
they often lived miles away. Jellies and other delights wecre
set the night before, placed in their moulds in buckets, and
lowered into the coolness of wells. Pre-wells, they were set
over night in the cool air, then brought in and placed in the
draught in the fireplace. They often melted. Later, Coolgardie
safes appeared; they were square with hessian sides and tin
roofs four inches deep. Into the roof was poured water; strips
of cloth hung over the sides of the roof and dripped water,
thus cooling the inside contents. They frequently succeeded!

15
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As time went on the roads in the district began to lose their
mud and slush—and in summer choking dust—character as
coarse metal became the material used for surfaces. The
slogging knappers travelling from place to place as needed
with their heavy, crude tools for breaking stone, began
gradually to recede into history as crushing plants took over.
Vehicles, hauling produce from outlying farms, lumbered
along more easily; ditching to the axles became out of date,

and the rawness and crudity of Croydon were giving way to a
less uncivilized environment.

At the present time Croydon fortunately remains forested’
sufficiently to protect the rural atmosphere; possums still
Scamper amongst the branches of the loftier gums in the silvery
magic of moonlight, and on summer evenings the mopoke hoot
can startle a person walking along footpaths where trees over-
hang. Wallabies are not seen, but bellbirds strike a melodious
note, chiming their natural call in trees along creek banks.

Citizens of Melbourne believe that theirs is a favoured city
with a mountain playground as near as the beloved Dande-
nongs seen to the east faintly as banked, uneven, light blue
scollops; if this be so, Croydon is doubly favoured with the
range close enough to be metaphorically hugged. All the beauty
that lies in the heart of the Dandenongs can be feasted upon
after a short car run; buses ply to and from Croydon at regular
intervals, carrying sightseers, shoppers and business folk.

While the mountains are a backdrop to the mushrooming
Croydon, they remain a compelling feature, their lovely line »
arresting attention on the south-eastern skyline. At close
quarters they emerge as two round-contoured hummocks larger
than the rest, with the little ones falling away on the sides into
misty-mauve distance—the last satellitic but equally lovely,
equally important. With these contours still heavily timbered

.and appearing little altered since aborigine days save for tele-

vision spires, they look benignly across to the hills of Croydon
—Graham's, Birt’s, Wicklow, Nelson’s and Cheong's. The old
Graham homestead was demolished and Miss McBeath re-built
years ago on the summit of this small but steep hill and from
here is considered almost universally to be a view surpassing
those of other hills of Croydon.

All of these uplands to the west extending to East Ringwood
guard the town from the bitter cold of westerlies in winter; a
person might stand in Main Street when a westerly is blowing
—gentle enough at this spot to be scarcely felt—then he could
take the route over Nelson’s Hill along past the Monastery,
coming out on higher ground near Maroondah Highway and
emerging into different weather, for on the exposed heights a
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THE RAILWAY
CHAPTER IV—_THE RAILWAY

IN 1882, following on the settling of the land with original
grants being taken up by pioneers, the railway was constructed
through what is now Croydon. When rumours of the iron-horse
and its carriages first began to circulate, little White Flz_tts
lifted her head from the dust at her mother’s feet, a_nd w;th
€yes redrimmed from her lot in life, looked up with wild
incredulity and hope of confirmation into the face of the parent
who had suddenly been presented with untold advantages in
€mbryo.

“It is quite true,” Lilydale told the unwantec} child, “_we. are
both to get a railway—even you!” with that in her dignified
demeanour speaking of astonishment at such an honour being
bestowed on a lowly child. But White Flats lifted her head
spiritedly and pointed out a fact cheekily with a young stirring
of cunning later to show up as intelligence.

“Why are you so surprised, Mamma? Cannot you see that
you don’t get a railway unless I get one first?”

The settlement at Warrandyte heard the
incredulity caused by a different reaction—su
shining railway was not to bypass the fam

Agitated protests began to season the
amongst the diggings and washings of the
metal; the railways could never do this to such
they wouldn't dare! What is the new Gov
Colony about? The indignant protests we
Interests were winning the day.

The route of the new rai

lway track after leaving th,
Croydon was, at first, settled to be laid I‘.hroughglcnv\;fal:P Il.\?{?l?tt-
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now, for it is history that

i dene (a valley)
g i as the the union of two Saxon words, crone (§hee1?) and .
choice of the Rajlwg Gréﬁ;%‘;;%?;ﬁf';ﬁ%esfﬁ? S‘;Imire of —sheep valley. Duycare] (another historian) considered that
Lillydale. y the name was derived from the old lixll?rman-Fg'ench twox;ldnczgz
i i ; : - Or craire, chalk, and the Saxon dun, a hill—meaning a tow
tm‘llalge:ga;innsd %u%rfgmpggo that p ’ot'-’ﬁe‘t-s gldfoﬁ?’% tl?‘lfiigt?: the chalk-hill; but this surmise is open to the objecn.?nd t}gt)g
Primitive conditions jn the ;gulgte S st;-; oatise name for the ong ere the Norman language could have SO prevailed, e
locality anq subsequently namingr{'he gngexed terrain thus— Place was known, as we have seen, almost by its present name
Gescriptiny appened to 3% originated from the black fellas’ The following, however, is the authentic definition: The
description, “Ng camp here”! Natiye Names help enormously in English Place-Names Society's Volume on Surrey Place-Names
seasdleigsig,t:n osphere, making a place more distinctive. OVeft' Published in 1934 Says, according to Central Library:
accelerated;salts);l :ﬁg e‘lj,elé%}ét 0 these names, their I’,‘;Lea’;ss. ~The name (Croydon) is a compound of old English croh
Take a gir] of the Sogth esl' Pride in local citizens maiden gg%ﬁ?n), and denu, valley, cf. the names, ‘le Saffron Garden
with a lej around her b';owneas, would a Hawaiian
Hawaij y,

0 . €S

gs . . . Dr. Bradley
1 th Suggested an alternative old English form, Crogigan dene, from
Uth Seas” apnen & Va;ley i England, be aptly named Wles an old English adjective, Crogiz, derived from Crok” The
Tedolent of loca})ilt)iee ation? The effort should be for n?}(’)‘ns ibrarjan 80€s on to state that “because of their standing and
to retaip the fu)) 1 > au°wm8 towns in the old civilizati Tesearch this must, I think, be taken as the correct explanation.”
The origiy ¢ 5.0 and charm of their individual ones. So ¢ ” . -
© Origin of 4o English . ioht be of O roydon” means the yellow valley! Sy, whether it
Interest here, Considering lti tCroy don’s name mig rries it Originally referred really to g winding, crooked valley, a sheep
Jite proyyy € it said, 1 = this locality also ca urtesy one, chaik hij)s nearby or the generally accepted one of saffron
Copt e Mayor of Croydon, s People’s minds. By co G 7. Yalley (probably referring to the crocus plant), the name is
le, Py “an e Chief fjhorey» England (Alderman that apposite when referring to Victoria’s Croydon, for this ope
tOWn..the followi g is ibrarian of Central berary, mshort IS a wide basin rather than a valley, with Its rim broken in
Chf?mcle on the PaﬁshSt&tedcr (flc‘iom J. C Andelrssgzn) s ;“"_O.D aces—to the north and south—and its colour in flower
B The Sarliest Mention of ovdon, Pul?mhed oint will of Pﬁg;!lauy_ White. Incidentally, the Research Department of the
is orhtric ang Aelfs e Tovdon is in the Joint WItheI'e snar € Library jp Melbourne finds that “Croydon” variously
S an eyen carlier meng; ated about the year 962." (But the cpelt 3s Crauedena and Crauudene meang “valley frequenteq b
year 809.) erson COnltqn eq; & Manuscript referring 10 t;°‘é"s ; but thig derivation, the English Librarian states, refers
Croo T2 thi axon dmues: Jane. roydon-cum-Clopton, in Cambridgeshire another town
aco> the Norge or Dapiot €Nt the name is spelt Crog pi G An earjy Station-master at Croydon (Victoria) wag named
v aulll‘ately describeg them]sh WOrd for crooked, . .. This tding th°blei is son wag Wing-Commander Goble, born at Cre don at
fml:y Gods; Which i;c:::ty:b !l't is a crooked or Wégurse noew°1$1 gatghouse situated where Crossways Hardwarg Store
One Oblique and ge entine is. anny Wal Pyt \ )
to . 0 Cro Tpe; ent o Y Walton, the Station-master’s sister.i
as ?t Ry Oa“1,1d wtlhus hydgg.meT?vzsAgg]o-saxondg' lsgggu;;:!:t!y Deratgg ﬂﬁi gatets; tl-llﬁs gatehouse was Jater removel:d etlillerzali‘gf
Of the Jeyge: Wit Substitution ronounced in llable, A le oPot where N. Court's £state agency now stands
. A n only, final syllabl L 6vel erogg . < .
COI'rthIOn, ° for the dlphthong @, {1 lc!:m?:gon and venid nghts n ;?rglkflggl gglr)lzrac?;)eatin:geoggglt?gxl'l sllxaoltt;‘ ﬂashmh
“In . sout ‘o » halting nort
Most apey. Uestion relatj the are shory! 2OUNG. traffic WIER 2 train is dye, However, delays
T RClent £ of spadtNg to the meaning of names, e OPeratinr. 1 IMbrovement on steam-train days when sh
i €re were Other pqllmg them ought to have great weight: 10catec11°ns raused lengthy Waiting, Another livel rossintin
higto r?an: Spelt jto nomZSdél .~00K relative to the manor, atrrl!y : Once tt?)c?k 1d up the line over the roaclll.c =I‘h: thiz?ll\}\?: X l‘;éail l}?ter
: of Croyd(,n) Sup :)owdene; hence Garrow (an ‘(’i in bUggy traﬁiz- f:?lrrow Course, having beep built fory o?se ae;de
Posed that the term originate » the Jate . atts, of Lillydale Shire, w,
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mental in bringing to birth a scheme to widen the road at i
point. His residence was situated close by, the third hous®
cast of Bayswater Road.

Trains are scheduled to take 47 minutes from Melbourne tc')
Cro_\'dgn in present times, but they are often late in peak hours:
there is still a single track between Ringwood and Croydon
Train travellers from Melbourne have a sparseness Of- A
of the Dandenongs except for a fleeting glimpse at Mmh?m;
thirtcen miles out, the highest point on the line; but a
Ringwood East is passed and the train rumbles its_warni®

as it desce . BEshg : full glory
escends the guarding hills into Croydon, the - 'and the

of magnificent panoramas embracing the whole rang view
spreading valley of Croydon and Kilsyth bursts into o
suddenly, the mountains a purple-tinted backdrop to the
green of the undulating lowlands.

duated

With the advent of the railway in 1882 Croydon gré an-
from a vague district with a satellitic name of South Warl;)ld
dyte to a hamlet with another name borrowed from the ing
World. It had been merely bush terrain with a few outl}’ép!
farms and primitive saw-pits—and not a solitary store OF hree
The nearest was at the present North Croydon. ut A me
years after the first train went through, James Hewish €2 ed
from Mooroolbark and with fine business acumen commen®
to buy up land in Main Street with an eye to erecting shops-

The star that had be i B
gun fitfully to twinkle between -

Clreek and the Dandenongs, suddegly shone forth with dazzivE
glow. Croydon had arrived.

theh‘tj:lé?sg{the_ Railways introduced a modern type of trall—
the, licht ar?s carriages; these contained wide doors,
“Dog‘ng”S. oam rubber seats and smooth, silent T
e passenucarr_lages were to come off progressively;
\émbarrassarfs in these touched at sudden lurches often 10 S
S ent of dignified ladies. In 1960 even better 00¢

unced with floor tiles in tan tonings.

RO

24

CHAPTER V—THE POST OFFICE

THE § ;
rst ;
ack ‘onee r:;‘a\lls were brought in to scattered settlers on horse-
veek. It is recorded that one Bradshaw Campbell

aided :
primitieg Shls‘sons conveyed the mails, later increasing the
When cemce to three times a week.
Lilydale traocl;b & Co. commenced the coach service along the
store near th'-ﬂ.(lj(;a mails were dropped daily at David Bilcock's
speeding u tlc roydon Road - Whitehorse Road corner, thus
the post ofgc e service. But when the railway went through,
master in ofi‘e WRS ‘managed at Croydon Station by the station-
re-built § 1ce; this was previous to the station building being
Into a larger erection.

plag}_?tigrﬂ independent post office was situated on the grassy
ing: th n that graces the environs of the present station build-
Spo’t WIS is an untidy approach to the railway still. The exact
b as a short distance from the present office of N. Court.
in Clsta-}tlonmaster’s two daughters, the Misses Nankervis, were
e large of the first post office. Later a Mr. Broadley took
h r, then afterwards he built a brick building in Main Street;
e PM.G.'s Department paid him rent for the premises and
¢ conducted postal and telephone exchange business, being
Ifa’d a fixed annual sum for these services by the Department.
bn_turn he paid employees out of the allowance, their number
€ing according to the necessity of the period. After he died
is daughter, Ellen, took over the post office under the same
arrangement with the P.M.G. Some years later she married
Mr. A. Pretty, an architect, who designed the new front, built
in brick on to the Croydon Hall, the Baby Health Centre, Tate's
otors on the north-east corner of Main Street, and several
handsome homes in the district. The old post office building
is now occupied by a fashion house, for the P.M.G. has erected
a fine new brick edifice opposite.
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Up until May, 1960, Croydon ‘phone subscribers were obliged
to raise their metropolis numbers via trunk lines, an out-
moded service for a go-ahead town, one that hamlets close by
had not been compelied to suffer for some years past. Other
services have also given the town a raw deal; it has been
designated “country” when higher fees could be claimed such
as for fire insurances, electricity, the daily bread; yet as wi
the metropolitan for motor fees when lower charges were
opcrating for country areas previous to the recent 50 miles
radius ruling. A universal ruling should long ago have b.ee‘r:
insisted on; the town is either country or metropolital; I
cannot be both.

A new telephone service was instituted in May, 1960, ‘;h 3
P.M.G.'s Department naming it E.L.S.A.—short for Exterlueld
Local Service Areas; in operation Croydon subscribers WO i
at last be able to dial numbers in the metropolis for aS.A.
charge, in line with nearer towns. Figuratively all ’L'd z;
subscribers threw their caps up with delight and daﬂcﬁow.
merry jig; it changed to a funereal dragging of the feet, t a
ever, when it was discovered that only the person w’thof;lted'
'phone at his residence who made a casual call really bene t '
E.L.S.A. looked a shady female when the first six-monthly renthe
accounts came in, for they had increased so much that es
fact countervailed the difference in call charges on t linee:

_Postage stamps rose from 4d. to 5d. at about this time, but
minus the customary easing of %d. less for postcards aén's
unsealed letter flaps—all were now to be 5d. As the P M. er
department had announced through the press a profit of O‘ied
£6,000,000 in the preceding year, an incensed public conSle”:v
that the raising of rentals and the price of stamps was excess!

in view of the fact. But this profit, of course, was spread ovet
the whole of Australia.

Many indignant protests were recei P.MGS
ived by the F. f

g:ggli‘;mept from f.ar and wide, but without avail, for the P}ﬂ?hc
fees axl;dls taken into consideration in advance before ralslng
oo tone allowed for. Also, undeniably, an advantag
rom the ease of dialling in Croydon; other advantage®

came up. In 1960 mails on some rou ivered
tes were delivere

or Scooter complete with_tiny cabin for weather sheltSh
years 'atgoy i:peedmg delivery by at least an hour. T wenty-five
Croyaaso it was iilehvered on horseback to streets aroull
west and souti-a still, at places remote from delivery areas 0
have mail forwm:zlve;t' fringe-dwellers frequently arranged 10
Post offee, iy we to a postal depot nearer than the Croydon
: as Muldowney's,. which_was sityated on the
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present Maroondah Highway, one and fourfifths miles from
Club Hotel corner, and slightly west of Murray Road. Folk
calling at the depot gave it the colloquial name of Nelson'’s Hill
post office, those taking that route. They walked through the
bush from Wicklow Hills or climbed over Nelson’s Hill through
denser bush, heavily scented in spring with the perfume of
wild flowers. James Muldowney, who conducted the depot,
carried the mail from the Ringwood post office. The old house
;hat once contained this depot still remains in the same
osition.

ELECTRICITY

EVERYONE knows the benefits of a good electricity supply,
particularly those who have had to make do with kerosene
lamps and one-fire stoves previous to the connecting of current.
The first electricity supply in Lillydale Shire was in the Croy-
don area in the year 1915; it was extended later to Kilsyth and
Montrose., In 1922 Lilydale was electrified and following this
every town in the Shire of Lillydale had the utility extended to
it. Although this Shire is not highly commercialised, each year
big and important industries progressively buy land to erect
factories and this is where electricity becomes a Very necessary
utility indeed.

GAS o Lo
IN 1960, in an imaginative new project called the reat Lower
Dandenongs Projecgt, the Gas lZmd Fuel Corporation linked
Croydon, Fern Tree Gully, Boronia, Bayswater, R.mgwood, Lily-
dale and Mooroolbark to Victoria's gas reticulation system.

OWNERSHIP OF LAND

MOST people have possessions and some are of a rich nature
and otﬁerg arl::a 1$1elzliocre; but of all those inanimate it I:S
probable that none result in more lasting contentment or wﬁ e
for such diminution of tension as the ownership of land. Wi e‘g
all else fails it is balm to stand upon soil one owns and our
that no matter what ills beset you, no man can gamnsay yoho
right to it. The person who but rents a property or 0:11;3 :Nhe
lodges at another man's house has not the certainty .ah e
will not be asked to vacate the premises at any moment; he i
not the permanent owner. though
The right sort of citizen has a great love of land levle;? hg;; e-
the piece be but a small lot on which he has bui ft s bome:
e grows to love it, he cultivates 1t, and pride © Pf?ls ey
blossoms. In the house on this land he seeks lx; i%eis on
tinually in his recoil from the wounds of the wor d; it is Bis
treasured castle, the one spot he can retire to from
dealers, ”



There is land even in Australia, the young country, which
has been handed down from parents to children JOYIQEIYv
generation after generation; often the acres are sub-divide
ultimately, yet the family will cling to small portions, unwilling
to forego traditional ownership. There arc instances in whic
land has been held by the one family in Victoria ever sinc
the State became a separate colony from New South Wales mn
1851 and the Government released grants of land; there is gré?
pride in such ownership and the right is guarded jealously-

The human who tills the soil lovingly knows a special k":.g
of joy, a fulfilment; to watch a tiny plant burgeon or 2 Shft’ch
burst through the crust and unfold its downy leaves is towad s
nature at one of her best tasks. It thrills because there
nothing artificial about the process; it causes wonder 2
what magical powers are behind, causing the development:

d Stormr
erform,
soil mans

-~

The kindly rains of nature, and sun and moon an
Entice from old earth the plant, its function to P

An%ﬁgtd has taught since early times that woo the

. - . . !
Or life itself is not sustained, this vital, precious trust

C To make the land productive was the herculean task of eafl:l)l'
¢ l:‘oytdon settlers; great strength and spirit were nee ed 0 =
Inec }:'ees. often of. giant size; and this was but the first Erief
histo apters- f°1.l‘?“’mg are names of pioneers including 2
stand? tof families who laid the foundation of the towptr.ct;
for if s o-day, and whose descendants still live in the Flls here
would gtﬂers with raised axes had not blazed the tr ail, t
e no story to tell.
e dis-

HOWeVer in .
, in many instances, the kin of pioneers hav
Tntlusion in meiel therefore camnot be dealt with except o
here shown, . T oP of original land grants from the Crow™
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THE
PIONEERS

CHAPTER 6—THE PIONEERS

Tales told of the first white men to gaze on a district always
zommand avid interest centuries afterwards; in the case of
royd(m' there appear to be four recorded—Daniel Bunce, a
TaSm_aman botanist searching for plant specimens in 1839 with
the aid of aborigines who guided him to the top of Mt. Dande-
nong; William Turner and William Gardiner, who ran cattle;
?ﬂd ,a man named Thomson—these last operating in the early
840's. But there is no evidence of these men having lived at
Croydon; William Turner took up several land grants in 1856
as shown on map, but he ran a tailoring business in Elizabeth
Street,_ Melbourne, and lived there with his wife and family,
the children being born in Elizabeth Street.

His cattle, kept as a sideline, often strayed as far as the
o0t of the strange blue range to_the east, and as the Turner
sons grew, it is easy to visualise William and the boys search-
ing for the beasts and finding them by the bell around their
Necks, for undergrowth was high. One son, Thomas, was born
In 1844; another, Hector, took up 2 land grant in Dorset Roaa_:l,
Croydon, in 1868; and it was in this road near the present rail-
Wway bridge that the Turners set up 2 dry cooperage.

It is recorded that the brothers conducted this industry;
brobably the father was absorbed in his tailoring business an

the boys, getting a taste of country life from cattle rounding,
decided to settle on the far fringe of Doutta Galla district.

The casks were constructed Of blackwood felled on the

Tange, this ti i i to staves. At the time there was
ge, this timber being suited Aot had come

an urgent need for casks for tallow, for a dro
p and cattle
on the country and cattle were starving. Sheep gland; the

were boiled down and the product shipped to En
Turner cattle were in no better plight than others, thus the

T o ook Jbark, now Mont:
Thomas Turner took up land in Mooroolbark, Hi.
Tose. At the age of 39 he married Sarah Parr, age Sal;/atio;

occupation was farmer. They were ma_rried by @ £ Vic-
Army Chaplain at Hotham, District of Fitzroy, C°§‘$§h° (Mrs.

toria, in 1884. Children of the marriage were:
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Davies), Thomas, Janet (Mrs. Oliver Hewish), Joshua, Cathenﬂl:;
(Mrs. Paul), Rose (Mrs. Ball), Alexander, Bessie and Dc:rO( i
(twins), who became Mrs. Gill and Mrs. Sellick. Jan%essie-
ceased) lived at Croydon, also Dorothy (deceased) and
There are several grandchildren of Thomas Turne
about the district, and great-grandchildren.

THE FIRST WHITE CHILD

THE name of the first child born in any town
tion of holding a unique place in history; to the
the honour is due, for it is claimed that Pete
known to be the first white child born at Croydon. 6

lia in 185%

The first Jenkins, also Peter, arrived in Austra rst go 10
he came from Stirling, Scotland, but did not at he Lilydal€
Croydon. It was later, in the 1860’s that he took t ‘en to his
track and inspected land in the district. The portio own a5
liking he found half a mile east from the track now he soutl
Main Street; his particular piece was situated on t xtending
east corner of Dorset and Mt Dandenong Roads, €X

e diSti{lc’
h.?esngns family
in

] o er s ined
south along Dorset Road for about half-a-mile until it .lfr’:fe east:
boundary of another early settler, Francis McGivern, join®

wards the Jenkins land extended for a quarter _Of a mi e{,t the
ing up with James Parr’s land. But Peter Jenkins was I t
original purchaser; William Jones owned it, taking up 2 & .4
of 80 acres in 1857 on this corner, then selling to Peter

Robert Jenkins in 1861. 4, the

It was here that Peter's son, Peter, was born in 186
first white child.
w South

In early days, when Victoria was a colony of Ne -
Wales, the latter Government effected a po%’icy of granting
colonists a preemptive right to a square mile of any lan
av?illable they wished to acquire. They paid a nominal f€¢
:til'rll possessed the right to occupy for a number of years 2D
S en to buy the freehold if they so desired. But after th'e

epa‘gtmn of Victoria, surveyed land was sold by Victoria's
new Government at £1 an acre with outright freehold. HOW-
ever, Stﬁttlers were not obliged to pay in a Iump sum; they
were allowed to pay off their holdings at 1/- a year—without
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interest! Judging by these records, no doubt the Government

E:‘ii anxious to attract settlers to Crown land, with this the

The first Peter Jenkins had a cattle holding and worked a
airy farm on the land; his son, Peter, had a milk round in
Toydon in his early days, but later retired. In those days
alrymen were not required by an act or any law to pasteurisc
:It"]}:\ The product was delivered fresh to customers, but hr§t
ta kad o be water-cooled. On Peter Jenkins' farm the twin
toshs of bringing in and milking the cows, then delivering milk
thecluseholds were performed. After pouring it into cans,
in&se were sunk into a well for the process of cooling in many
tstances; the particular well used by this family and the feed
Slorage shed still stand to-day on an allotment in Bennison
treet, Croydon.

Peter Jenkins, the sccond, sold some acres including this
ast lot to one Walter Hood. Reg. McGivern, a grandson of
;anc-‘s McGivern, bought 25% acres from Hood. Later, part
o1 this last portion was purchased by two New Australians.

€ son, Peter, had had his inheritance resurveyed in due
Tourse and much of the land was sold as described. Attractive
omes now stand on much of the original Jones land purchased
Y the Jenkins family in 1861. The original Jenkins cottage
Still stands on the south side of Mt. Dandenong Road, between
ordon and Bennison Streets; the villa which housed the somn,
eter, and his family also stands on the west corner of Gordon
treet. He had married Agnes, one of the youngest twin
aughters of Francis McGivern (next chapter). When Petlf:r
llt?d the widow continued to live there until, in jll-health, she
eft the district to reside with her daughter.

Peter and Agnes Jenkins had three children—Victor, Eva

i i : Olive (Mrs.
o Olive, " Eva; mow deceased, Ift three SIOGery IS, o

cCarthy) also has three children, the som

elbourne University. )

Victor Jenkins was a school teacher; until his 1ilealth vl\rgggrslgry
he was head teacher at Hornby Street State hstgn?oh'is Vindsor.
€ was a highly-respected citizen of East vaﬁ o B e man
Personality won adoration from pupils. ‘:'rth young man
€ married a girl from the district of (111:5 ! lDor;ald S o vom,
Watson, of Kilsyth. They had three chil en; Do, “the
IS a student at Geelong College, and is y

family '
: i i were in
What hopes and aspirations r_egza.li,d.utlgit gskn?\gn were in
Victor's heart remained sacred to , but s know e sion
Oy has no particular bent as yet for his Ia
- 3t



of tcacher—he yecarns to be a farmer. Such is the power gi
natural inheritance that here is a boy who, while not broug'ct
up on a farm and whose father had not the urge to farrr{,t }rs
posscsses the little germ of impulsion from his progenttors
Both of his great-grandfathers (paternal) were men o_nt of
land, Peter Jenkins and Francis McGivern. The dlStnlfaken
Croydon knows the Jenkins family no more; they have sniche
the dust of the place from their feet, but they hold ?1 first
in this record because of the honour of the birth of t tenone
white child in 1864. There is sadness in the thought ﬂ]]?ns yet
of the Jenkins’ early land is at present owned by 2 J?nﬂie ian
there is hope for the future when a strong love © of this
begins to burst bonds in embryo farmers as in the.c?sed in 3
great-grandson of two pioneers whose land adjoine
common boundary.
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(9 THEY DESCENDED
FROM
A CHIEF

CHAPTER VII—THEY DESCENDED FROM A CHIEF

AROUND the middle of last century two staunch Presbyterians,
Francis McGivern and Mary Ann Downs, arrived in Melbourne
from Tangerce, County Armagh, Northern Ireland. They were
married in the Parish of Nunawading and lived at Burwood
for several years where they raised six children—Mary, Eliza,
William and Ellen (twins), Hannah and Martha. Their house,

near the Elgar-Burwood Roads corner, was only recently
demolished.

Rumours began to filter in of Government grants of land
being offered south of the Lilydale track before reaching
Corranwarrabull, the last being penetrated from the Lilydale
end in pioneering days via the northern slopes.

The McGiverns were attracted by the rumours. In 1851
following the proclamation of a separate colony, the new
Government had had proper surveys made of land and subse-
quently held periodic auction sales, the land bringing in an
average of £1 per acre.

There were differing methods of taking up original grants;
the most favoured of early settlers was a “selection-purchase-
lease.” This required them to live at least six years on the
grant before purchase; land was alienated by this method to
discover by trial if it was suitable for the pioneer before
purchase. Francis McGivern was about to sign on the dotted
line for all the Wicklow Hills land, but changed his mind in
favour of Dorset Road as he considered it the more potentially
productive piece. As ghe map shows, W_icklow Hills land was
later taken up by Patrick McKean, A. Geisler, G. Lacey and the
Loobys. The Kelly family later owned portion of this.

The McGiverns transported their worldly goods and precious
human freight by horsedrawn vehicle over rough tracks and
creeks from Burwood to the new district of South Warrandyte
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in 1871. They took up the Crown grant of virgin land in 1883
after the period of selection. It lay on that part of Dorset

Road half-mile south of Mt. Dandenong Road, the frontage
twenty chains.

A shanty was quickly erected to shelter the family, tl;)cr;
later was replaced by a cottage when shipments of timber
arrived from Tasmania. This cottage stood until recent yealsé
the Nan-org Hospital stands to-day on the exact spot W efs
the carly McGivern cottage was built on the grant of 84 acres-
The McGiverns were one of the first three families to takg ;‘f
virgin land in Croydon; the dates on the map point to others
but these did not live on or till the soil in the district.

At this time the foothills were heavily timbered; thekllzill?g
stretching away south to Dandenong and the sca was _Parb-foré
dotted with huge gum trees; Croydon was a wild locality ~ettle-
the railway—not to come for another ten ycars. Thesepseutta
ments twenty miles out were farflung parts of the Olace
Galla District, the name an aboriginal wording of the l31;1(:6
white men called Melbourne. There is a Doutta Galla Prov
near the capital to-day; some records give the spelling
Dutigaller and a third intcrpretation is Dutergalla. csiiffer-
aborigines had no written language, it was inevitable that ;
ing versions would evolve; the white conquerors of Aust'“
could but write down and record the black Australian’s SP eeis
phonetically. At any rate, the district was “outlying”; t.hatwas'
it belonged to no municipality; shortly afterwards It
annexed to the newly-formed Shire of Lillydale.

On the map of original land grants the name, McGivert cl)%
spelt differently (Magivern); but on the birth certificate <
‘ﬁ‘“la.m' eldest son of Francis, the spelling varies agau:he
lagriven. Which of the three was the original one of
pioneer Francis is lost in the mists of time, but this 15
gz“ga};’“a" for, according to the Ulster-Scot Historical Society
names” ot Northern Ireland, Woulfe’s “Irish Names and Sur
differe tState§ that all three names are included in cleven

nt versions of the one name, Macuidhrin, son of Ui

drin.
It is an old Ulst
Macuidhri Ister surname. Early in the 12th century
thzc‘llz(tlltilrg;rx‘?s chief of Cinel Fearadhaigh in County Tyrone; m
even at the pxl'—gs gl‘f‘ tl}ame_ was peculiar to County Down an
neighbouring ime is confined to that County and thé

Counties of Ar 2
Francis McGive magh and Antrim.

their farmni ern and his wife added five more children to
Annie (g:;g's ;n:kclln%' eleven in all—George, Isabellg cAgnes and

In any COmr: Francis. When adults, six left Croydon.
unity men become known by strong character-
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istics; the pioneer Francis was respected in the new district as
a grower of first-class produce. His potatoes and onions 10
particular could not be surpassed and he was able to comman
a good price; his commodities were carted to market by horse-
drawn vehicle. His youngest twin daughter, Annie, 1S still
living, having recently celebrated her 80th birthday. As a
child she remembers clearly her father's contemporaries speak-
ing admiringly of his skill as a grower.

Francis McGivern did not live to see his y.oungest son,
Francis, for the baby was born six weeks after his father met
his death in an accident. Returning from father aﬁeld' with a
full load of manure for his precious garden one e_vemng——fgr
this settler with the green thumb found much §atlsfacpon in
furthering his occupation with thoroughness peculiar to pionecrs
—he, on climbing down from the driver's seat to ease his horse
on a stiff hill, caught his foot in the entangled reins and crashed
heavily to the roadway. He was found by James Jackson,
%nothcr pioneer; he was dead, a wheel having passcd over his

cad.

His widow was left with eleven children to rear, the.eldest
son being fiftcen years old; this boy became the breadwinner.

From this time onwards early Croydon knew the heroic
achievement of at least one courageous child — outstanding
figure in a story epic in spirit, a saga fit for any record; it was
not a passing act of bravery but years of gruelling work.

Shortly before the father's tragic death, arrangements had
been made to construct the cottage in order to house the
over-spilling family; a crop of potatoes and onions maturing,
which the father had planted, turned out a bumper crop. The
widow harvested the crop and sold the produce, using the
money to purchase timber for the very necessary dwelling. A
neighbour by the name of Morris proved his Christian spirit by
crecting the cottage for the distressed woman. He and his
wife later continued to offer friendship and were a much-needed
moral support.

The boy, William, earned a livelihood by taking his father’s
dray out towards the foot of the mountains to gollect firewood;
he felled small trees and chopped them into chips, for this size
the consumers demanded. He stuffed the chips into bags and
carted the firewood home and finally to Melbourne to customers.

ther, helped by two, daughters older than William,
don'lt‘gfuelgoto care for the family and keep in cultivation the
ket garden; the kitchen of the cottage was a three-sided
l;ifexe gn ereétion with slab floors which were scrubbed daily
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: d
with sandsoap and scrubbing brush. A colonial oven cooke
the huge meals.

The boy, William, grew to manhood, dcspl‘t?.hls\,;lsﬁﬂiz
burden as a child; one of his strongest characteristics ;l pise
phenomenal physical strength, born perhaps of the ?fé g:ories
ditioning. Many tales of this are still told by locals, t child he
having been handed down by their forefathers. AS) ?ﬁelds an
carried a bag of peas weighing a cwt across_thb od, a dis:
through bush to the Maggs property at East RIngwo erforme
tance of two - three miles, on his back. When adult he p ffered 2
a feat to astonish those who witnessed it. He hadtge'
plough at auction, but the price went to only 5/ A%tcd at the
ment was in good condition, he became sO (_hsgt}bh dudgeon
proffered price that he refused to accept and 1n h]g-. v it wi h
seized the single-furrow plough irritatedly and thrb\‘___“”
one mighty effort up on to his cart again to take horfntfwy'
much ease apparently as though it were a sheaf o

Y ' rresiia aitlls, lt

Despite his rigorous upbringing, he was possessed O_fni
fun-loving personality and became much in demand at functi©
to keep them swinging along. If a hostess wanted her par
to go “with a bang” she invited Bill McGivern.

At twenty-nine he married Annie Bella Cowain, of Rush
worth, a young horsewoman competing at various shows, an
later living at East Ringwood. They had nine children—thre¢
i;}rés} ,(f?%rothy, Myrtle and Christina, who have all marric
Bert ‘5 fofloyd%n) and six sons (Frank, Reg., Alf., Les., Fred. ai
g;‘allltl:s.on oE uc-l}c whom are deceased. Reg.—the eldest living

he pioneer, Francis, carryi 2 ivern
—and Fred live at Croydon. rrying the name of McGi

There are seventeen i
: en grandchildren of the b illi and
?lf?:;rl;lkgarri!gtigrandchlldrep. _When the eldest 0? ng;gﬁfg’boys
ok theg.) were still in their early 'teens history repeated
; e boys became the breadwinners for the large
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family, the father having sustained an injury HCCC'SSIIaltIflg
amputation of a leg. These boys carried out extensive road
works in various shires, including roads throughout the Dande-
nong Ranges in order to support the family. A quarry 1s Uw‘nccl
and operated by the family on a lower slope of the ranges at
the present time.

Geoffrey, son of Frank, exhibited prowess on the footbal}
field when playing with the League team, Mclbgume, in recent
years; he lives at Croydon with his wife and infant daughter
and son.

Alf’s son, with wife and three children, lives in the district;
he is Ian McGivern. His sister, Mary, graduated from Melbourne
University and became a teacher of art at Geelong; she 1is
married to a young man of English-Malayan extraction and
they live at Canberra.

Margaret, the daughter of Fred, also lives at Croydon with
her parents.

The youngest son of the pioneer Francis—the baby he did
not live to see—grew up, married, and lived at Croydon. His
only child was Lyndhurst, and she is now Mrs. A Westcott,
and lives at Croydon with her husband and two children.

All of these are the descendants of the pioneer Francis, still
living at Croydon with the exception of Mary; the family enters
the fifth generation. All own their own land in the district
their ancestor helped to pioneer, and the one with the green
thumb inherited from Francis is Reg. But, despite the absorb-
ing occupation, the plants are grown only as a hobby.

In this family, one inherited the Gaelic colouring of blue
eyes and black hair; several of the original settler’s children
spoke with a Gaelic inflexion handed down from Francis
McGivern, though they were all born in Australia.
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CHEONG’S
AND NELSON’

HILLS

r S
CHAPTER VIII—CHEONG'S AND NELSON'S HII;.;I;miliar
THE Cheong family and Cheong’s Hill have long bCLghcokI e
names to Croydon townsfolk. The first Cheong walS ear 899
did not take up an original land grant, for it was Hcgor four
before he arrived in Croydon. He purchased, in thcll‘c
lots, land originally owned by W. Parr, J. Dynes anc - - o ,ds,
bounded by Bayswater, Eastficld and Mt. Dandcnonct of 150
but there were other owners in between. The first llodccl the
acres was purchased from Dr. J. J. Kitchen and 1nc ue at the
two houses which are still sct atop the highest eminence * . .4
rutty end of Montana Parade. Later Cheok Cheong ac_% was
12 acres from the Wiseman brothers, warchousemen; t.hl order
immediately behind the homestead and was purchased 10 other
10 extend Cheong land to Oxford Road; sometime Jater an cres
60 acres were purchased from the Wisemans and finally 28 a

f:‘}\:.\?.ngcd hands between him and Hubert Maggs exten ing
are.”

n;
Cheok Cheong came, when nine years of age from Cantom
?e was educate(li at Ballarat College and Scotch College- vt
.ater years he, in conjunction with Ah Ket, a barrister, V o5
;Tllsl.';;l;mcntall In suppressing the use of opium in Melboumcrry
people were takin 5 ; = o WO
the authorities, g to it and it was beginning t

Cheok Cheong

had fi
the family lived j ve sons and

n Melbourne.
dren were made well

o two daughters and at ﬁl:;
and hi i e was a very religious m
the C;gyilk::l a“c'lalﬁ of the fact. Follov;mﬁ
o isi ’ an at as striplings decided,
n a visit gto th; country home, to stay on ang "bgach"; Ben
anc stayed with them for nine months. But when

und that Ben was running wild,
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so they packed him forthwith off to Box Hill Grammar School.

) L_alcr Ben went to Burnley Horticultural College to learn tl_w
Intricacies of pruning, for, after two years at the Box _Hlll
school, he yearned to be back on the land. With the various
land purchases, there were now 250 acres in all; this large estate
was worked as orchard and farm in time. In common with
other properties in the district it was found that the heavy
grey loam with the clayey subsoil was peculiarly suited to
ll‘uil—gm\\ring. But a seam of another substance also ran
through the property; this was kaolin, a fine white clay pro-
duced by nature through the decomposition of feldspar. The
scam lies over Cheong’s Hill in the vicinity of_ the old Pottery
and Insulator Works and the strata extends in scvcral. direc-
tions including the Ringwood East shopping centre in Mt
andenong Road.

The kaolin was used at first for the whitewashing_ of chim-
neys but during and after the first World War when insulators
could not be imported from Austria, clay pits were dug and
the product baked in kilns at these works set up over part of
the scam. (Site shown on map.)

Cheok Cheong was concerned in missionary work at Mel
bourne whither he repaired each week on Thursdays, returning
to his Croydon estate on Mondays. One of his sons would
drive him to Croydon station in the farm buggy to catch his
train; on these Croydon excursions he might stand and gaze
at the superlative view of the mountains and blandly suggest
that a tree here or a bush there would be better removed to
improve the panorama, while his sons would retort that a

large belt of bush ought to be felled for the growing of crops—
the artistic against the practical.

The eldest Cheong son, James, graduated B.A. and M.A.
from the University of Melbourne; afterwards he went to Hong
Kong for five years after which he proceeded to England where
he took holy orders at Oxford. "[hen_ James returned to Mel-
bourne; he was Bishop of The Riverina and was also Curate
at St. Peter’s, East Melbourne, the latter for 36 years. He
was known at this High Church of England by the designation
of Father James.

. fi heong commenced to divide his time between

When ﬂ“’dhfﬁé Cfarm,g% acres were planted in orchard; in
ti}e city an‘t.on sale was held of some of these broad acres
1623 an aﬁlt In holding became smaller. The sons carried on
and the Chco sghecp grazing acreage and a Jersey stud. At the
as a hobby a e many greyhounds owned in the district and
time there (;f,-.ising pUrpOSEs; let loose for exercise in rural
used for ¢ 39



Croydon, these dogs were a menace time and again to fatlrggl‘5~
They would pull the sheep down, where the animals lay sof his
and injured; then fox terriers finished them off. Bec::u.cllset o beir
ravaging, the Cheong brothers finally brought an en
miniature sheep farm.

R ituated
There was once an early church on Cheong's Hill, ts(;tuagn.

on the bend immediately above the present entrance rown t0

tana Parade; here many pioncers and their children, gs tennis

adults, were married. On Montana, also, the -faﬁmllba often

player, Gerald Patterson, once lived; Dame Nellic Me

visited the Pattersons.

and
Four of the Cheong sons have died—James, Nat, BJZSI;:;ainS
Caleb; also the two girls, Grace and Christina. But errie 4 an
and is still a man who loves his land. Joshua ma o some
became the father of three sons and three daught,era' ourth
of these have married and have children so that there iS
generation living in Croydon.

. o rk’"
The family have perpetuated their name in ,Cheoggol;a the
a fourteen-acre portion of the original land s:tuateter Road,
north side of Eastfield Road on the corner C_’f .Bay swa in 1877.
part of the Crown allotment taken up by William P al:r Cheong
The Lillydale Shire purchased 7 acres in 1948 and the ve bush
family donated the other 7 acres; belts of attractl atmos-
fringe the sports oval and help to preserve the native t threé
phere. There is also a tiny strip of precious land—ab‘?“gwood-
acres—bounded by Eastfield Road, The Pass and the Rin ood i
Croydon railway line presented to the Borough 9f_ Ru_xg\fv it has
1952 by N. & B. Cheong, for it lay in that municipality; la bit
been named the Cheong Wildflower Sanctuary and it is Stery
of unspoilt bush and will be improved on.” The Mona an
land was once a spot where wildflowers abounded, also,

. . » : M €
as many as eighteen different varieties of orchids have b€
noticed growing in this scenic spot.

. Nelson’s Hill is that portion of Mt. Dandenong Road extend-
ing from Bayswater Ro

X ad to the top of the hill, but it refrains
{_‘1'9’“ following the highway farther and veers off to Maroonda
ighway. It was called after a man of that name who, in early

days, lived in a cottage in Rich ! d
, ards’ L. Roac.
€ exact spot lay fifty yards fro: mction of ey

the left; farther on ere the road turns sharply t0

excellent cuter, o Was Richards’ boarding-house, noted for its
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In present days only the portion from the railway viaduct §0
urray Road junction is referred to as Nelson's Hill; in cardy
ays this was a very steep pinch. When the top was reache "
elson’s cottage came into focus and it is easy to imagine

Settlers commenting: “Thank goodness we've finally got up
the hill—here's Nelson’s!”

In approximately the year 1911 the top was_cut off the
Peak and a cutting put through; engaged in this task were
William McGivern and J. Houghton with their horse teams. It
Proved a heavy undertaking, for the well-fed horses erperged
as too “rash” and were bent on pulling and straining with too
Much speed; a solution was hit on and Harry Lacey was com-
Municated with. He brought his bullock team to the rescue
with steadying influence; a son of W. McGivern remembers
the names of the bullocks—Spot, Albert, Cocky, Larry, Johnny,

elvet, Paddy, Star, Prince and Baldy! And one reason for so
recalling is the fact that, for a brief, thrilling space he was

Permitted, though only a boy of thirteen, to drive Mr. Lacey's
fine, large bullock team.

A few years later, 1914-1915, the first piped water supp!y was
laid through Croydon, commencing at Mitcham reservoir and
extending to Woori Yallock. The huge pipes were dumped at
rail vantage points between; they had, perforce to be carted
to the line of pipe laying and W. McGivern, E. Paul and John
McGee contracted for this, carting them by pipe jinker; then
the MMM.B.W. laid the pipes. But it was not until 1920 that
Lillydale Council was able to obtain a supply for Croydon
township when the O’Shannassy systemm beyond Warburton
operated.

With Cheong land on the left as Nelson's Hill was climbed,
Michael Lane’s grant lay on the right; later this land belonged
to the McKay family. There was a working quarry on the
land, although the metal used for the new cutting on Nelson’s
Hill was railtrucked from Black’s Coldstream quarry then
carted from Croydon station by horse and dray.

DeGaris, the “dried-fruits” man, also owned original Michael
Lane land later; he commenqed to have constructed a recrea-
tion park thereon and screenings were carted for construction
of tennis courts on the old quarry site. But DeGaris went
insolvent and later his body was discovered floating in the sea.
i The final owners are the Roman Catho.lics who built a

ificent monastery on the site in 1939; it ranks with the
magni lesiastical buildings in Australia. The architect was
finest eccle Miguel and his outstanding ability is very, well
gzgggyesdan Future missionary priests are trained at the

monastery. a1



CHAPTER IX—HE SUGGESTED CROYDON'S NAME

GREGORY LACEY arrived in Australia in 1870. He came from
the quaintly-named Stecple Bumpstead in Essex. In 1880 he
took up a sclection-purchase-lease of land of 19 acres in Main

Street, Croydon, and four years later it was at his suggestion
that Croydon reccived its name. Gregory Lacey’s land extende
from what is now Devon Street to Nisbet's, across the railway
(unbuilt) to Ellesmere Avenue where it right-angled, taking in
a picce ending at Kent Avenue. In 1882 he purchased more
land; this was situated on Croydon Road and extended from
the corner of Smith Street (now Surrey Road) to Hewl$s
Road-Main Street corner, down Hewish Road to Windsor
§rtreet then along this road to the boundary in Smith Street:
tol:ﬁ:e were 56 acres forming the rectangle. This pioneer 2
wore Lg; land in Montrose now owned by a grandson; 1 ere
on C acres in this grant of land originally. The acreag®
roydon Road was not an original grant, being purchas®

b <
Grorﬁ %r;n?:\}{ly selection owned by John Cooper, then later by

A land sale had been advertised previously, Robert L. Hair,

of Hawthorn, havi 3 s
G. H. Smith esta:'t'é’gmbee“ instructed by representatives of the

adverts offer several lots for sale, It was duly
of ;“;.tll;egaby poster display. Perusal of the auctioneer’s sheet
“Land nyE ylt:‘lds the following information:
2 offered f : )
cepait EsTTEIRL Se, aneg fom 41 1o 12/ per T
e .
at 4 p.m?"}.‘gn“t'gz éggsgglzcz til:'?r Saturday, 2nd February, 1877,
named as the surveyor of thi : l'l;g\gnshlp.:, Tames Werren was
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_ At a later date, on instructions from G. Lacey, Esquire, “who
is leaving for Europe,” Robert Hair held an auction of “57
magnificent business and villa sites in this rapidly rising and
favourite district which for position and view cannot be sur-
passed . . . commanding splendid views of the charming moun-
tain scenery for which Croydon and Lilydale are remarkable.”
(This last was obviously after the town was named in 1884.)
The advertisement went on to state that “the skilful surveyor
has laid out with special regard to the formation of the land;
builders and speculators cannot go wrong in securing land
in Croydon. The auctioneer will also submit for auction two
magnificent paddocks containing 30 and 14 acres respectively
adjoining this Mount View Estate.” Terms were 109 deposit
and balance up to two years @ 5% per annum.

Ordinary trains left Princes Bridge at 6.10 and 11.55 a.m.
and there was also a special train calling all stations leaving
Princes Bridge at 1.40. Free passes were offered for this land
sale, obtainable from Robert Hair.

The land extended from Hewish Road to Lacey Street and
so down to the main drain.

The original home of Gregory Laccy was built on Croydon
Road, at almost the exact spot where the new Fire Station
now stands, just slightly south, in fact.

Descendants of pioneers can recall stories handed down
telling of the fine bullock teams owned by Harry Lacey—used
for hauling timber along roads often quagmires.

When settlers on the land in Victoria after separation from
New South Wales desired to cultivate their properties, they
were obliged to apply for a licence to cultivate. This was
granted on the payment of a fee on app}ncatwn. A copy of an
old licence is reproduced—irom the original lent by courtesy
of Stanley Lacey, the grandson of Gregory.

“Land Regulation 7/2/76
Schedule XII
Part III Land Act 1869
Goldfields Residence & Cultivation License

“Know all men that I, the Governor of Vicgoria, ir} pursuance
of the provisions of the Land Act 18'69 and in cop&deratmn of
the sum of one pound, eighteen shillings to be paid by Gregory
Lacey to the Receiver and Paymaster at Melbourne, or other
officer authorized to receive the same, and subject to the terms
and conditions hereunder specified, do l}ereby give to the said
Gregory Lacey full license and authority to re51§le on or to
cultivate all that piece or parcel of Crown land situated on a
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goldfield, or adj
the Sche dule ifizft:gng thereto, more particularly described in
, for One Year from the date thercof unless

the same b
i e annulled or ;
revoke :
ditions hereunder specified oked in accordance with the con-

Dated this first day of July, A.D.1877

“Schedule.
About 19 acres.

“Part of Allotmen
i t 43. ! H .
County of Morningtongwuon —. Parish of Warrandyte.

_ This licen

in Main Strccctcblc;?}.i?d It)o the land of Gregory Lacey situated
is now Nisbet's sho CnI evon Street (then unnamed) and what
of many such lic:enp- t is reproduced because it was typical
A significant clause ces issued to settlers in the last century-
appears to be no re is the one relating to a goldfield; as there
the reference prc;bct(;),rd of gold having been found al:r Croydon,
the famous gold_p?mllfm;::ea%? the adjacency of Warrandyte
was once a part of the latgter.mtrwt' pazticularly a5 Croydon

A holde :
r of a licence was obliged to cultivate at least one-

fifth of his land .
a substantial fehac!g.d to live on it. He had to enclose it with

If a man v
vas ;
the written pcrm;sI;?oholC%cr of a‘Mmer's Right, he could with
for mining purposes III-IO the Minister, enter these prOp'erties
and mine land in res e could erect mining plant or machinery
;Thedold spelling on tlﬁiclt-,e?;l‘_ﬁhlch these licences were issued:
as i it was “li 5
esirous of the finding of gold, cvidently. oot

Harry La
land and cey was the son of G
came p : regory; he i -
years of age. IS%CI;}_TillStraha with his parents xﬁiﬂbg?‘J% F;ﬂ!%)
is now Croydon Thcyyhazte%"wart_ls the family settled in what
years when the new ad lived in the district for about eleven
portion of which railway line was const e &
As market ran through Lacey property ructed, a small
; A a :
district and fctrgtilli-;i ens and orchards once flouri -
(f:ngaged in the carfl‘s were needed, Har CL ourished in the
o the purpose. Ir?gfh from railway trurgks acey at one time
is son, took over the f e early 1930's he, in of manurcs us.ed
Harry Lace uel and fodder store i conjunction With
Church of Ch!‘;'is‘fas a keen churchgoe ' Conisfore. Raad:
- iy =
periods. A cheri has Deacon and a , serving the Croydon
built: th shed amb s Secreta
H is he did 2 ition was ry for varying
been erected in J;Ci(t live to see, but to
ckson Street. a
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; : 1d age of 88. He had been married
twice, the first time to a daughter of an early settler, by name
of Meyland, the issue being three daughters—Emma (Mrs.
Knee), Lydia (Mrs. Philpott), and Susie (Mrs. Bullen)—and
the second time to the youngest daughter of the pioneer Samuel
Hardidge (Amelia), from which marriage was a son, Stanley.

Stanley Lacey, a big and pleasant young man, still carries
on the produce store in Coolstore Road. He is married and
lives in a house on land taken up in the early days by Gregory
Lacey. As he talks it is evident that the love of family tradition
has a place in his heart. The blood of pioneers runs strong in
his veins, Gregory Lacey and Samuel Hardidge. He has three

radition—Harry, Gregory and Robert.

sons to carry on the t
Lacey Street, Croydon, was named after his family.

He died at the ripe 0

Samuel Hardidge came from Somerset, England; he lived
with his wife and three children in Bulleen Road, Doncaster,
and later came to Croydon where three more children were
born. The six were Mary, Emily, Sarah, Samuel, Amelia and
William, the last-named being killed at the age of seventeen
during construction of the Croydon-Lilydale railway line.

The Hardidge land grant was taken up in 1881; it comprised
the triangle bordered by the three roads—Kent Avenue, Croydon
Road and Whitehorse Road—excepting the 25 acres already
taken up by E. A. Looby in 1877. The Hardidge 101 acreage
developed as valuable property as the apex of the triangle
adjoined the railway property and the other extreme rose

steeply north, embracing fine panoramiq views. 'An orchard
was planted on the holding; the home sité comprised part of
the elevated section Now known as Barina Crescent; two oak

trees still stand here.

The first Church of England was Jocated on this early land

nd Whitehorse Roads. Being

grant, at the junction of Croydon a1 . e Kt
ilvdale track, it was a valuable ecclesiastl )
o e £ Samuel and Eliza Hardidge

The descendants © (
the complete furnishings apart from the
1 of the new Church, St. J ohn the Divine, 10

n its development. On
d by an

pioneering days.
recently installed
organ in the chance ;
commemorate their ancestors’ part 1
Sunday, September 4th, 1960, Evensong was :clttende
overflowing con i he dedication O
laque 18
Stalls. A LSS, e gitt g en in affectionate remembrance ©

commemorating :
these pioneers. The first vicar of St. J
A. J. White, participated at the Dedication Se
Archbishop of Melbourne¢, Dr. Frank Wood, sent @ €

latory message.
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The two eldest daughters of Samuel married and left the
district; Sarah married Thomas Knee and two of their sons—
Oliver and William — reside in Croydon, and four of their
daughters—Mrs. Allen, Mrs. A. Dickson, Mrs. PC&I:SOD,_MrS'
Mecllrait. Samuel married Amelia Bilcock and of their chlldquﬂ
Mrs. Thomson, Mrs. Grave, David, Alfred and Mrs. G. Mmrl’sl
still live in the district. Amelia married twice—first to 53}1"1‘:&
Goodwin. A daughter, Mrs. E. Brice, lives 1n Croydon. L@
Amelia married Harry Lacey; their son is Stan. .

This pioncering family had a love of music; a firtng t'rlbtlhe
can be heard and scen when choristers lift their voices 1“_‘“
chancel of St. John the Divine in Croydon. There lsla;ﬁl{ric
generation of the Hardidges in Croydon — Julic f‘mil tcl“ o
Bennett, daughters of Elaine, who is the 8“‘“‘1"1“1}1}’1“ are
Mrs. Thomson through her mother, Thelma. In all the
700 descendants. 11 direct:

The first Samuel died in the year 1912, leaving a will Fri his

ing that his five living children reccive a life if};-":r;ﬁ]aillcock.
estate, one lot at the apex having been sold to Willia 2 e the

A blacksmith’s business operated there at onc time (, s of
Education Department purchased the land. The da‘i,cgiir an

Samuel Hardidge lived until well over eighty years O te was
so it was not until recent years that the va[uableH@S;laSChool
finally subdivided into building lots except for lhc‘ I(gAt apex.)
site on Croydon Road, and the Central School one.

) i breadV
In the days of this pioneer, the hard-working sent his 59

frequently arrived home late from the land anccll d to procu!
to the local hotel armed with a jug and comman cm es N9
six-pennorth of beer. The son of a settler—his ni‘}n he retd
matter—procured the full jug of ale and set out :

journey. But the boy’s curiosity concerning the x
overcame his discretion; bending his head, he drad
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one quick, guilty draught. Nearing home he commenced to
stagger, but one anxious thought tormented him —how to
explain the short measure to his father? On passing the water
pump, the obvious struck him angd he replenished the beer jug
quickly, one eye on the house door.

The jug was dutifully set down in front of father, who did
notice the extra-happy arrangement of froth foaming at the
top; but one thirsty pull and father sat up straight in incredu-
lous astonishment—the beer was flat! The end of the story
might have resulted in lifelong enmity with the licensee except
for what immediately transpired. On holding his beer glass
up to the light in the forlorn hope of discovering a few lively
bubbles to try and prove that the brew was not as horrible as
it undoubtedly tasted, the perplexed man became aware of a
foreign element disporting itself in the liquor; he looked closer.
Tadpoles! In a flash he had connected up the puzzling awk-
wardness in his son’s gait with the clue of the embryo frogs.

Another boy tells of his pioneering father's method of arous-
ing from sleep in the morning the boys of the family. They
slept on the verandah, out of earshot of mother; realizing this,
father brought up the boys to obey without having to nag—one
call only. Should they drop off to sleep again, they woke
fully to find themselves being lumped to the waterhole where
they were dipped. Drastic measures, but undoubtedly effective.

High on Hardidge property was an old quarry; the soft
stone was once used for maintenance metal on Croydon roads.
There was no crushing plant, but men, travelling about,
appeared at regular intervals to carry out the manual breaking
of stone. They were called knappers; they used two imple-
ments, the large one to break the initial rock and the smaller
one to pound it into road-metal size, never as fine as the
mechanical crushers reduce it; later the knappers shovelled it
on to drays and heaped it at needed points on roads; these
dumps were beautifully squared into neat piles. “The knappers
have been here—no one else makes such a spruce pile,” folk
would say when coming on evidence of their work.

There were also men who carted backwards and forwards
to the job location by barrow; they loaded the big rocks then
broke them with small hammers at the site. The work was
gruelling; the knappers played a part in the development of
the district, making bullock tracks negotiable for farm vehicles.

THE FIRST STORE
DAVID BILCOCK arrived in Australia from Biggleswade, Eng-
land; he married Mary Long, the daughter of a sea captain. He
took up land in Croydon in 1881, his grant being 38 acres; it
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was i
as bounded by Lincoln Road and Maroondah Highway.

To tl : .
_— 5[0;3 if;rfgr‘?zzlvxd Bilcock goes the honour of opening the
it becime the ﬁy On at a time when one was urgently needed;
mails were carrj l:cslt fpost hires operating in the district. The
also, bread was led from Melbourne by Cobb & Co.’s coaches;
bread as often plamag - this store. Settlers’ wives procured the
daughter, Amel: as ’p_DSSIbJe. David Bilcock’s wife and her
bread. ard the l5‘:113t,rformcd the herculean task of baking the
Mt. Dandcno;nnf;f]fom carted portion of it up to settlers on
landslide on X y horsedrawn vehicle. There was a serious
woman \\'asnk}]?l' _Da“denPng round about this time and a
b il ki ed; excessive rainfall caused the landslide and
mountaiy Jsars to follow an ugly gash of red disfigured the
n. The fall of earth blocked the road effectively.

w .
pmcullgn lun‘l_bl‘? to work the land, early settlers were forced to
e ;ucrative work outside; David Bilcock acquired 2
Scott’anm Mclbournc at one such time and was a waiter at
s Walkcdolt(fh- as hth)crc Was no regular transport at the time,
e w;;!exg teen miles to the city each day and returned

When David Bilcock’s daughter, Amelia, wa irl i
11;12; hteens, aborigines often camped not ’ver; ?afogﬂﬁyglgﬁolﬁ
is proobmgl Amelia was very fond of the little black babies; it
for bla ak le they belonged to tribes proceeding to Melbourne
in pa;tl‘j et allotments and camping en route. One black baby
=L aICctlllar took the young glrl‘s fancy; the gin held it in her
womann ff1"'xmf:ha stood admiringly by. Suddenly the aborigine
ke b? ered her ‘baby to Arrgcha to ke_ep,.wpite teeth shining
Keon fo ?;llzef«'ilﬁe. ‘You have it.” Amelia, it is on record, was
different idegs e black baby home, but Amelia’s mother had

11}
G f

il if, i
A Hily ;,{J% m‘ff 0y

!

i ot Jr
k g ! f gff_f{!{ Ly
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Not far from the store the blacks held a corroboree on one
occasion; this is on the authority of Mrs. A. Thomson, Amelia’s
daughter, who states that her mother witnessed it. The locality
was in the gully east of Lincoln Road and on the right-hand side
of Maroondah Highway. Not far from here, opposite the
present Dorset Hall, stood in early days the Prince of Wales
Hotel. In these times, nearing the end of the nineteenth cen-
tury, blacks had a fair smattering of the English language. If
a black was called a blackfellow he became offended; one
spoke of their race as “coloured” to their faces.

David Bilcock and his wife, Mary, had six children, two
sons and four daughters; one son was scalded as an infant.

Another David Bilcock, a great-grandson of the first David,
lives on Wicklow Hills at the present time. A great-grand-
daughter is Joan Bilcock—stage name Joan Bilceaux—who is

a television personality.

. . . .

JAMES STYLES was another pioneer who came from England;
on the voyage out by sailing vessel a man named Parr fell over-
board and was drowned, leaving a widow and son. Later James
Styles married the widow; in 1882 he took up a land grant of 59
acres in Croydon situated on the corner of Hewish and Dorset
Roads. His old original home still stands to-day just north of

Jackson Street, in Dorset Road.
There were six children of the marriage—Samuel, Horace,
Eli, Joseph, Esther and Sarah. These all lived to a great age

except Joseph, Horace only recently passing away aged 90.
20 acres of land, later named Ruskin Park;

Samuel purchased ¢
roomed dwelling on to it and added more

he shifted a three- >
rooms. This became the first house erected on Rus.km Park.
Horace, his brother, purchased another 20 acres adjoining it.

Their parents left Dorset Road and took up residence next door
at “Maisemore” and Samuel used to drive his mother to church
at Montrose in the old days in a wagonette.

Samuel subsequently purchased land on Yarra Road and
planted an orchard; he was the father of eleven children, three
of whom live in Croydon—Mrs. E. Hill, Mrs. Poile, and Ernest.

JAMES KERR arrived in Australia from England; on virgin
soil he took up a land grant of fifty acres in 1876. It was all of
the land bounded by Main Street, Mt. Dandenong Road, Dorset
Road and Hewish Road, and once adjoined Gregory Lacey’s
land on what is now the last-named road, but was then a fence.
0ld letters are on file in which the two men discussed this fence.
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The i ;
dernolishlign;sm;wed in a house in Dorset Road; it has been
Shire. ‘gied and a new one built. The President of the Lillydale
the Kerr fa l'] or Frost, is the owner of this new house, for

mily long ago sold the original grant of land.

James Kerr and his wij .
: wife h i i : Anni
Alice, Joseph, William and James. © o o" hzaoety £a

J .
and olgil:lil*fll)ad four children—Stanley, Jean, Linette (Netti€)
Jackson ih lcllt they are not all living. Joseph married Jane
» the daughter of James, an early settler in the district.

The pioneer James K
hi . s Kerr planted an orchard on portion Of
la:d!a:td Iﬁfj‘m in Croydon and grew mixed fruit; he allaso owne
on a mean mfm?e where Green Corner now is; here he carrie
for engi Sfo livelihood by burning charcoal used in Melbourne
seulerg ne fuel and for general heating purposes. The early
vehicleS a?:i{w;l;g éhe chagcoal to Melbourne by horsedrawh
. requen away fr a
stretch, being held up on b ay Fheii gs. om home for days at

The Kerr orchard was wo i i
rked in two different ts; later
31: son, Joseph, worked the orchard; after he died tllzzrpihperty
S rented by W. Cook who ran cattle on it.

Joseph's widow re-married and shortl i

€ - y afterwards she died;

fg“oi}"mg her death a large portion of the Kerr property ex:lelnd:

togthgom the rear of the shops in Main Street, Croydon, down

Shire tl'llaln drain at Springfield Road, was sold to the Lillydale
0 be used for a sports oval. A handsome pair of wrought-

iron gates guard this park.

- T ; .
“golclll:;fe,;lsil 3,portion of Main Street that has developed as a
Roads. The e It lies between Hewish and Mt. Dandenong
therefore hathenSlon'beyond this portion is a bottleneck and
of the present I‘)dered with very limited parking space, the bane
which the Kerp ?y. It is the eastern side of this golden stretch
soared; the higherl Y.0nce owned. The price of land here has
ghest price recorded for a lot is £1,000 per foot.

Back in 18
for orchard ar?csi' when this land was still undeveloped except
Yy James Kery. gt;ass,. the first sale of a tiny piece was made
most of the dist'rictat. 1S, it was small by old standards, with
corner of Hewijgh 1{11”8111 country. The lot was situated on the
and was Purchaseq boad and Main Street, opposite the hotel
Y James Hewish for the sum of £50. Later‘

he built a
: n genergq)
wine licence, 1 store on the lot and afterwards procured a

50

With the concurrence of a daughter of Joseph Kerr, an
anecdote is related following the sale of this lot. Much interest
was taken locally at the lot changing hands, especially as the
first store was to be erected on the site. The two participants
of the deal were criticized—James Kerr was a robber for
charging £50 for such a trifling piece of ground and James
Hewish was a lunatic for paying it!

Joseph Kerr’s daughter, Jean, is married to Charles Reid and

hters; they live in Croydon in a house over-

they have two daug
looking the original grant of land belonging to her grandfather,

James Kerr.
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CHAPTER X—MAIN STREET

THE Hew;j i

Maie Stcr‘gclfh Cfamlly had much to do with the development of

England, ang IE‘OYddon; the first Hewish came from Devonshire,

o e, am dwc at Templestowe. Later his son, James, t00

advent of Ehn at Mooroolbark. QOne day, in 1881, before the

romert railway in Croydon, James noticed the station
Y being pegged out and was deeply interested; he finally

He . .

of Maigog;grhctétm }?,lre-e sections, most of the land on both sides
what 18 ren S, t 'thrst biece being an acre on the corner ©
Widdicombe’s \-}:’18 Road (named after his family) and where
b presep tau[';nacy Now stands, extending to the shoP
Fashions " Jamg Hy Charles Turner and occupied by “Youns
obtained 4 wjns I?WISh erected a store on this lot and later
Bihos, groccr‘c blCeﬂ?E: he built subsequently the first
shop standin i aker’s and timber merchant’s, the butcher’s

€ Where the butcher, Broughton, now is. Many

the origina] )

sold CODSideIglil:)tI((:ehgrS Shop. from James Hewish who ultimately
Dleg ¥ Mindy’s Z%Iéta_ge including his baker’s shop, now occur
daries ‘it s dlfsc in the subsequent alignment of boun-
; o lanc?vired‘bUt not until many years later—
thing. The original t-?ls unaccounted for—a very astonishing
shop Jots were 1tle on which the baker's and butcher’s

i e ; :
Missing Foot tq the_VHars’ the mystery became the Puzzle of the

inheriteq th
1 e :
carried oyt top{op eIty concerneq

amily; the fro TOpe
ently, the foot I;E’a%:ngurt:hased by g_opcny from the Hewish
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to his property, as since discovered. The Hewish family finally
waived the right to reimbursement of the long-lost foot; land
at this time was comparatively cheap, but has since sky-
rocketed to £1,000 a foot. But as far as payment is concerned,
the foot has, indeed, vanished.

James Hewish separated his wine saloon from the first
store, building a grocer's shop opposite; the original building
still stands as Nisbet’s grocery. William Taylor took over the
shop initially then later James' son, Oliver, ran it. The latter
subsequently went into a timber business on the lot where
stood the Highway Timber Co. until recently, lately purchased
by G. J. Coles. This eastern side of Main Street included land
bought by James Hewish from a man named Thurgood, for the
Hewish family did not take up Crown land in Croydon. There
was once a blacksmith’s shop run by James Hewish on the
site now occupied by the Croydon Hardware Store; an early
blacksmith by the name of Syme was employed there. He
lived at Lilydale and it is on record that one night after arriving
home he murdered his mother-in-law. Subsequently he was
tried, convicted, and hanged at Melbourne gaol; a figure of the
killer was made at the waxworks and exhibited.

On the western side of Main Street James Hewish bought
up land and planted an orchard; it extended from the present
corner at Dr. Burns’, along Mt. View Street to the railway line.
The original home of the Hewish family in Croydon was
O’Shea’s, lately demolished. In James Hewish’s day an
aboriginal family lived in Main Street; their cottage was
situated on the allotment where now stands the new E.S.A.
bank, but it was no humpie, being built of palings.




In those early days blacks had not adopted the white man's
§°°t[‘:’°ar » but they were enamoured of his %ootbal!; they kicked
ootballs up and” down Main Street without boots on! THE
81ns stood on the verandah looking on and grinning their wide,
whitc-toothed smiles; they wore much red in their clothing
ater James Hewish bought the block on which their cottaS?
S,[](’Od' In those days iron quoits was a game much favoured;
the quoits were bevelled on an edge and thrown with !
object of falling as close as possiblc to the peg and diggl'®
Into the ground but not encircling the peg. 1914
in

James Hewish held an i i d
auction sale of his orchar
gg fosucceeded in selling a few blocks in Main Street fol.-
f /10/- per foot. Mt. View Street came into being as a thotouthe
lare at the time of this subdivision, and also Devon Street
ast-named after the birthplace of the first Hewish.
Hewish named these streets. "
After the State School was buyj ici jons for 11
i ilt, Municipal Elections h
buﬂ'trfgev‘g,‘f’ ¢ hek}i], there previous to the IC:.Zroydon Haufo})lgl\?’g
. ’ now this is t as
In carly days: he case. The procedure was 4
Two men would . crosse
put up for Council and the voter
out the name he did not want. But it is factual that many -

old-timer, ot
the twe h asrl;zl;.ld he dislike both electors, firmly crosse

In early days the Victori i ders
Ictorian Railways often called ten
for two-foot firewood; wood-carters’ priclt,:s averaged 2/6 per 190

e,
° i Harry Lac
rought wood in from Wonga Park by bullock team, 2
When th . direction of the mountains.
. 1€ Wood dried out six months later, the Railway®

The first State
S
held at The Gospel Ic-?a(;? on\;v z}& M parushy oreck; the frcond was

t. Dande
o nong Road at the viaduct

where Johnson’s now is. This hall was used for church services
and was undenominational; there was also a butcher’s shop at
this spot occupied by one Barelli. The site at this time was a
level crossing on the road. Many pioneers’ children came here
for school, seven at first including Emma Hewish, Eliza Davey,
and Alexander, William and Elizabeth Webster; it was opened
because Brushy Creek was too distant.

Twelve months or so later, the first portion of the present
State School was built, a brick erection opening in July, 1888.
The Head Teacher was John Thomas Burke; he was an
enthusiastic gardener and planted many deciduous trees in the
grounds of the school. The gardens at the school became
famous for miles around. )

Mr. Burke was a remarkable man; he was an excellent head
teacher and a very conscientious person. But strangely, con-
sidering his educated status, he could not make a speech
properly. He lived with the Hewish family and after 9% years
was transferred to Walhalla; Croydon citizens presented him
with a purse of sovereigns but he could only stammer: “Thank
you, thank you.” He, in middle age, married an eighteen-year-
old pupil he had taught at schcol. Mr. F. Hebbard, a local
resident, and also a well-loved head teacher at Croydon School
at a later date, was a pupil of John Thomas Burke.

In early days there was no school committee, so-called; but
a group of interested citizens was known as the “Board of
Advice.” The foundation stone-of. the school was laid py Emma
Hewish when a child; still- active, she remains vitally interested
in life; she is now Mrs. Evans.” .

James Hewish: was the father of five children—four boys and
a girl; three of the boys died at an early age. The remaining
two children are Mr. Oliver Hewish and Mrs. Evans.

Croydon’s first bowling green was laid out by James Hewish
at about the dawn of the present century. The location was an
allotment where now stands the Croydon Hardware Store.
There were four rinks on the green, and son, Oliver, aged
fifteen, was detailed off to keep the lawns green by watering.

Water from an underground well was used, raised via the
medium of a lift-pump, then carried to the green.

The Croydon Hall was erected in 1908, but minus the brick
front at present adorning it; the finance of the Hall was
guaranteed to the Shire Council by some of the townspeople.

The first licensed hotel in the district was the Prince of
Wales Hotel, a weatherboard building on Whitehorse Road,
west of Brushy Creek; its location was a spot opposite the
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grc§cnt Dorset Hall and a little more east. It was removed
odily to Croydon by horse-drawn bogie, then placed on the
site of the present hotel. Shortly afterwards, in 1914'.“%:
burnt down. 1In 1915 a brick hotel was built on the sité ds
licensee’s name being Brew! The hotel has changed hanew
several times since then; in 1960 it was renovate and nthe
additions built but unfortunately they do not conform 0
original architecture. i
from Whité

In early days, before the hotel was removed

horse Road, Croydon village lads were in the habit of patroﬂo'f’t'
Ing it; Harry Wenlock was the publican. Drinkers We beiz8
fined if caught drinking on Sundays, the licensee alorcllen the
hgxbk_:. No Police Station graced the environs O roy on
district being under the jurisdiction of Lilydale police:

On onc Sunday in particular the lads of the village rep elp
to the Prince of WaIeI; for a little liquid refreshment tdoe: of
them over life’s hurdles when suddenly Sergeant o ouths’
Lilydale paid a visit. He was a friend of several of the yaﬁon
fa}hcrs; at sight of the burly officer of the law consthee stes?
reigned—not because of his office but in fear that All
parents might be acquainted of their sons’ high J e beids
dived for cover. Into the bedrooms they went, e wert
the nearest haven; they crawled under the beds and ther

many collisions in the panic-stricken haste, for the reo
as yet not tidied for the day!

a rough, temporary bar was knocked-up inside the stables—still
used as such. Old flooring-boards were used for the purpose.
In here men drank to the champing of horses, and it is factual
that patrons of the improvised bar quaffed their ale standing
feet deep in manure!

In 1921 the Main Street in Croydon was declared a brick
area and since that date many business houses have been
erected, thus improving vastly the appearance of the shopping
thoroughfare, particularly of recent years.

A few very old erections still stand of timber construction,
and recently the Commonwealth Bank opened in a prominent
part of Main Street in a timber building shifted to the site for
the purpose; it is of quaint design but only- for temporary
occupation, it is understood.

Mr. Oliver Hewish married Miss Janet Turner, also a
descendant of early pioneers. (She is now deceased.) There
are two daughters—Dorothy, and Marjory (Mrs. V. Cardenzana,
Devonport, Tasmania), and a grandchild. Mr. Hewish lives in
Mount View Street, Croydon, in a house with neatly-kept
garden, on land taken up by his father in 1885; he stood for
council in 1928 when South Riding was divided into South-
West Riding, then again in 1932 for the three-year term (Lilly-

dale Shire).

. . - -

A good genie of Main Street is Mr. Frank Turner; he was
custodian of the Croydon Hall for many years and became
almost an institution in locals’ minds, giving hl_s services freely:
Should you be engaged for piano playing, for instance, and the
instrument wanted tuning, you mentioned the fact to Frank
Turner and it was seldom that the matter wasn’t attended to in
time.

Mr. Turner lately celebrated his 90th birthday with many
messages of congratulation and goodwill; he can often be seen
taking off along Main Street on his lawful business looking
more like 60 than 90 years old. He lives with his wife in
Gallipoli Parade—a remarkable couple,
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TI Elizabeth Moore; before l}llei marr[i)age she raBn the Bt;rnt Bridge

Hotel in conjunction with Lucy Dawson. But one fact stands
ﬂe Superb WeaVCT Of T&IGS out clear—John Thomas derived no advantage from this, for
he was always a teetotaller! “I hated the stuff,” he remarked
not long before his death recently, a twinkle in his eye which
had nothing to do with memories of imbibing, adding: “The
Burnt Bridge Hotel was called The Blazing Stump by all the
local lads in my young days.” His last remark appears to put
the seal on the legend that the hotel was named following
the burning of a bridge close by. One compiler of early history
relating to the district of Ringwood gave as his opinion that
part of the hotel's name had probably been corrupted from
“burn,” the Scottish word for a stream; but in chance remarks
of old-timers like Mr. Allen, the real meaning and reason for
naming of early landmarks become apparent. “Burnt Bridge
Hotel it was,” he averred. “They used to express happenings in
that way in early days—often still do out in the woop-woops.”

Many hoetels in the beginning started as shanties selling
coffee—stopping-off places for coaches; later these obtained

T

AT
‘wlf;.,' II. ]

JOI_H\_CEEET‘EF XI—THE SUPERB WEAVER OF TALES : licences to sell liquor. “At the coffee place down by the burnt
ngland _'ENS parents arrived in Australia from Devonshir® bridge,” a local might say, and it is possible that the hotel
£ \\'I'f"t carly in the nineteenth century and their son was t : took its name from this kind of reference. The old Burnt
Sl Clte child to be born south of the Yarra River; his bilt Bridge Hotel finished up as a store; its location was near the
was Jossman's Bridge, Deep Creck, Warrandyte, in 1 41. corner of Maroondah Highway and Old Lilydale Road, not far
tthOhn Thomas Allen was the son of .}ohn Allen: he reached west of the boundary of the new Croydon Shire and Ringwood.
law 30 1o, 28€ Of 87, having lived with his daughter and s The old home of John Thomas Allen still stands in Hull
was Dl‘esid(:r years (Mr. and Mr. E. Hill, of Lilydale). Cr- Hi Road; it is fiftyfour years old. The land extended from the
2 ent of Lillydale Shire for termn ending 1960. vicinity of Worrall Street to Five Ways and originally belonged
ohn Thomas was Kilsyth to Caroline Dodd’s family. John Allen purchased it from his

the first white child born at

(1873), thys : e : ; i
pioncer faty bearing an honour commensurate with that of B15 wife’s family and it was handed down to his son, John Thomas
bark, bej. er. In early days Kilsyth was called South Mooroo: Allen, and his two brothers.
ark ang % i? :lwld section of the much better known Moorook Mr. Allen was characterized by a love of story-telling; many
e pnmitivey ale districts, John Thomas went to school at are the gems of history not to be found in government archives
Married the 8 settlement at Brushy Creek: his father ha that he would recount on request, many handed down from
Dlt_n;lion of the ‘:}%?;g fl)f carly settler Dodd. Dodd had taken uP his father. In early days, when kangaroos abounded in Croydon,
of Mt. Danden al grant of William T he cornerl John Allen, Senior, in company with other early settlers, took
family, ong and Dorset Roads, now O\E:;Egrb;ﬁhte Gwillam much pleasure in hunting Australia’s national emblem on White
Caroline D Flats. The kangaroo-hunting was done on horseback; stirrup
the propert °dd was married fro irons were pulled off and when the rider was close en
: ] : n ough to
nﬁ?}f dhand;i: ec?-:;?}ézl%e%ﬁﬁrc hermm;};?jazguiiaghizrs}oaotgef’s the animal, the kangaroo was hit on the head with the iroﬁ.
on theog;;\;g‘[fe llll_er father gﬂic‘fggﬁﬁlsed on the farm in primitive Mr. Allen’s father could also recall incidents concerning
later known as éﬂg away from the iplough- Maize was grown aborigines. Every six months they came from deeper in the
Size—twelye feet ‘ﬁ;llam's’ flat. The plczlrrlll? stead; this terrain was mountains, probably Warburton, en route to Melbourne to
i \g{hel:fz the Dogq ?:1 “;lth stems gag thigkgl;eswato an enormous obtain theircallolt\ment t%f b%??lqé:t? for t}}{e period.hThey camped
ull Road-: mily sold the;j " man’'s arm. at Brushy Creek on ¢ Lilydale track, now the Maroondah
* Caroline’s son, Je(;;;nho}c};gg they took up Jand Highway. Occasionally a family camped about Bilcock’s old
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saw-pjt,
x:cd; {hcy tied red
conccivable part,

Wh .
the gir(z:? C?rcr}_: ('fﬂ Brushy Creck on their return journey eash
the Blacyiarried the huge piles of blankets, and their menfolk

(&4 laS, Stt‘utted ahcad, Carrying spears.

Joh . . . '
Reg. (gcg; 20"2135 and his wife, Elizabeth, had ten childred=
Hill), roccased), Len, Pearl (Mrs. Partridge), Ruby (Mrs. B
months )Ot}f .§-M”S- Newman), Henry (died at the age of ¥
Lorna (Mrs, Hy Sylvia (Mrs. Port), Melba (Mrs. Neuman), 3
Mmistiness $. Hughes)—and twenty-two grand-children. 50
deccased came into Mr. Allen’s eyes when his wife, nov:
world h) was mentioned. “She had the loveliest hair if

»,had Lizzie,” he said. “It was a shining mass of aub)l;l:s’
or

waves.!”  § : . S e s
degree. ome of his daughters inherit it in more

pieces of ribbon on their persons at every

In John Thomas Allens earlier days he lived in a hou;:

o .
Cz?lkl:)dor:tett }Fozd and carried on a boot repairer’s business:
repaired E omes of residents and collected footwear 10
Croydon. al2ier he opened a shop in the Main Street ©
. familiar command by mothers in those days W?ls‘i

“Take
them.” your boots down to Jack Allen and ask him to mé

. . .

THO ’ o
Englms lgzvtv%' LAM arrived in Australia in 1882 from Worcest¢r
roydon, Fro ¢ did not take up an original grant of 1an¢
of the origing] o, 2% named Read he purchased in 1905 P2
west corner ofopt Of William Turner situated on the south
Gwillam Jefy hi Dorset and M. Dandenong Roads.
minded citizep, Hmark on early Croydon as he was a_pubi®
and May ] aemhad four children; his daughters, Florencé
The other €ron) still live in the old home On od

deceasetg‘.lo Gwillam children were Archibald &

ip omas Gwilla
thlp with one Chorxg leV;’,?st ]:g! architect and builder, in partnel
emlg;ated 0 Ausio. headquarters were in Melbourne:

O Australj .
e recorl;?h:f but the Chomley family wer¢

be persuaded to
but o-day, with sea
’ many migrate a

The black women were extremely fond of the colour

The first building designed and built by Gwillam and
Chomley was the Rialto; when the project was half-way finished,
Chomley died. Gwillam, 2 man of integrity, finished the build-
ing and forwarded a full half-share of the proceeds to the widow
of Chomley in England. She was overjoyed, not having depended
on receiving anything from such a far-away place. In deep
gratitude Mrs. Chomley sent out to the Gwillams in Australia
a ring handsomely set with a large and magnificent diamond.

Thomas Gwillam also designed and built the King's Theatre,
Melbourne, in conjunction with another man, one William Pitt;
this building was owned by the Gwillams until 1958. The site
for the first tennis courts in Croydon was donated by Thomas
Gwillam on land where the Croydon Hall now stands; the
Council desired the site for a hall, but needed more land for a
recreation reserve, owned also by T. Gwillam. He assented
conditionally — the Council must agree to build the courts
close by.

Land at this time was selling for about £350 an acre; this
public-spirited citizen offered the desired acreage for £15 an
acre, a condition being that the acreage must always be held
and maintained as a recreation park for the people; also, in
order to retain the open spaces atmosphere in case the village
grew into a city, there must be a road all around the area
so that back yards of houses did not abut on to the reserve,
thus giving a sordid perspective from the environs of the hall,
intended to be beautiful in the aspirations of a man of integrity.

The Council agreed with alacrity to the conditions and so
the allotment changed hands. The Gwillam family, fully aware
of their deceased father's hopes that had assumed a concrete
form for the betterment of Croydon, at the present has deep
regrets at the continual nibbling of the precious open spaces
by the erection of buildings by various public organisations,
the danger approximating that of Melbourne where an unceas-
ing watch cannot be lifted in case portions of the city's great
heritage is filched and a medley of diverse architectural
structures is substituted.

Another donation from T. Gwillam was a lot to the Church
of England. The boundary of an orchid hothouse and the
Croydon Tyre Service is the approximate spot. Following the
gift, the trustees of the Church failed to reach a decision con-
cerning the suitability of the site, although a new location was
needed in the town. Finally, T. Gwillam decided it might be
better for all if he recalled the land; this he did, paying
the Church of England for it. Later he sold it to the Methodist
<Church for a low figure.
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In :
househ(;f}gg’rsdayg meat was hawked from Lilydale to Croyden
weight mon Who had the convenience of having their desireé
shops—, sures cut at their own gate. Gwillam bailt two

venue & grocer’'s and a butcher’'s—where Tate’s now is o.n.Halg
orner. Later these shops became a furniture business.

M
p'::- ‘C:?’zun_eron recalls many incidents of early Croydon: Th?
woman Ob?smg of hotels with the consequent nervouspess ¢
1gcd to be abroad after dark, and their relief whe!

0'clock C 3 . . f,
but fear, néosmg became Jaw. Molestations were mﬁqu:grf

: vertheless, was alwa i men,

1 S precsent in case
!Lcl!)ulggrd, accosted women. Thcﬁ Igcwish's Wine Saloon, _thf
room. Itnl‘)lcenngs and social intercourse, held in the d‘m"a"
in 1908 ; oafted a piano. Before the opening of Croydon ot
School in %"C"r ts and entertainments were held at Croy ous
Citizens, ajf xlfo" d Road which building lacked a piano. Zealo e
b ‘ ands to the plough, carted the Wine Saloon

lo . .
Y lorry, returning it after the merrymaking.

Another memory was old Granny Waites; with her hqu“:d
e a shanty at the railway crossing on Mt. Dandend

- a day ip ':g" th-west corner. He was a potato digger, €A%,
humpie least f Season. No one knew who really owned d
'hc of a]l Granny Waites; they had squatted there aﬁt.
this ‘spot wrl:m Ple became theirs by right of possecssion- o
mences, Joca) cere the steepest ascent of Nelson’s Hill ¢©
8ruelling c“mg?arket gardeners spelled their horses before, ht
unless Granny, k the world would not have been quite I8 "
welled him op phis s " far and wide, hailed the driver and f%d

on the spot, 1S journey. A pew house was recently ere¢
With the op;
o r
i\“\tr'?l“)r Days We?é,elicteldOf making Croydon an attractive toW%
in thh 1S Gwillam's hl'egularly years ago; the Committee M¢;
Tlow gt inung of many(g:,s: ¢ These citizens were instrument .
owever, .nd bare Tees around Croydon; Main Strech

T, a mopey”’ AVaS Once beautif trees-

em re OF firm e ied by an avenue of tr

On the copmed aNd this wag toned Lillydale Council to have
inj o ilIbsequentjy done. One remains

w.
o
», urn
™ rown Garage, &ery and a few others in the
beauti® rl:l ittee enc
. ’ oura
isbet'z. FMlway aged b i . .
enecsisa > .on enqlu'r‘;'l ni):l S in fron?: Il\';gavay Sfficials, decided t0
Darticular greovement o,;”f}s.lfound that locay ot the presen
S instance 5, 950Uh their (noY Property, panslodies, before
ce at 7/, 4 €ir Councij, the ¥ mast first rent the
» Payable by o, °8§ being named in
62 Cil.  However,

Lillydale was disinterested in the project and accordingly the
scheme of beautification lapsed.

Adjoining the large early grant of William Turner, finally
purchased by Thomas Gwillam, was another grant in Dorset
Road taken up by J. Morris in 1877; this piece contained sixty
acres but J. Morris took up another grant in 1882 adjoining
the first to the west and extending right to Bayswater Road,
106 acres in this second grant. This pioneer came from England
and his wife was of German extraction; when their sons
became of working age the father planted an orchard for them:
several acres were later purchased by the sons of William
McGivern from the Morris family, but it has since changed
hands again.

The old Morris house was recently demolished in Bayswater
Road and a daugher of J. Morris lives in Dorset Road; his
son, F. Morris, and grandson, W. Morris, spend their time
between Narbethong and Croydon. The family retains abiding
interest in the Methodist Church, the history of which they
have in their keeping.

There were some very large grants in Croydon, particularly
in Dorset Road—that of George Sellick, taken up in 1887, con-
tained 263 acres with a frontage of 1% miles extending to
Canterbury Road; the northern boundary adjoined that of
Francis McGivern.

The first George Sellick came from Somersetshire, England;
he arrived in Croydon in 1876, taking up the grant 11 years later.
He married and became the father of fourteen children, the
eldest of whom is still living, aged 82; there are seven others
still living, The family comprised Annie (Mrs. Collier), Margaret
(Mrs. Collier), Florence (Mrs. Simpson), Bessie (Mrs. Murphy),
Edith (Mrs. Dowling, deceased), Robert, deceased, May (Mrs.
Elliott), Rose (deceased), Nellie (Mrs. Pay), Ethel (deceased),
George, Arthur, Vera (deceased), Dorothy (deceased). Some of
these remain in the district. George inherited part of the
original holding and with his son works an orchard. Most of
the 263 acres have passed from Sellick hands, but George
recently bought back an acreage. Arthur also lives in Croydon
but not on the original holding; his son is at Croydon Hard-
ware. There is a fifth generation of the family.

A. Kleinert also took up a land grant in Dorset Road (1886);
it consisted of 116 acres. But there apparently are no members
of this family now in the district.

. . . . . . . . -
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The -
Petticoat ngz ayexe the Parkers; the first, George, came from
in a cottage wh the age of 16, but settled initially at Ringwood
age of twent ‘f‘ ere now stands the Methodist Church. At the
Bayswater Rg. ZIVe he took up a land grant of over 50 acres i
overnment fl . Croydon, on the corner of Eastfield Road A
twenty must bepulanon at this time was that one acre in every
2% acres, s ,_e cleared; this new settler accordingly cultlvat.ed
of his peas owing the land in peas. These crops and the quality
as C,-oydo'n."_*c,f",OUlStandmg and he became known colloquiall
to Parker's g. King of the Peas”; locals took the walk acros
$ garden in order to inspect, then came away admiriog
Lacey,

the succulent crops.
Anot i i w
her man Interested In pea-gro illg was Gteg :- ordel
m

of Main Street; he invi
t -¢t; e 1nvited George Park his home
P‘Zrﬁ?hﬁr discussion of the fa!ﬁ)ured veggé(t)ab]e. Here Georg:
house; heecame acquainted with Matilda, a daughter of fhd
and subee commenced courting her. Later they were marﬂfe
Ivy, Geo quently had eight children—Matilda, Georgina, My™*
: rge, Harry, Frederick, and Gregory. ' is
an

More land .

fin was progressively cleared the grant

apglegrg}rﬁird was planted, grox)a’ving cherr?:s, peag es, Pl"m?f

lent fruijt pears, and the orchard became one of many exced

much fun bg:rd_ens in the district. The Parker childred l:ge

birds from trll-‘imfg k'e.r osene tins in their spare time to keep .

they set up, ruit; neighbours became resigned to the
is

The pj
sons agf,%‘éeeg George Parker died in 1939 at the age of 82; b
Pioneer chose nh the orchard after him. One reason that &
of the magniﬁt e Bayswater-Eastfield Roads land was becays
Was a practice; CBL BUM trees growing on it; but the 1€35%)
to Hawthorn b One—the trees were felled and the wood €3¢ ted
rick yards to be used for the burning of brjcks-

The oripj
i ginal p .,
gi Wa§ sat back O?]rker .home was on]y rECenﬂy demo]ishe ]
alﬁ&fﬁf on leaning to\:'arilse' Some distance from the road, the
Y arrived but wa:f nglpgw°°d where the railway ad

Croydon jj
t T ine. The
ravelling to Melbo:ggy J/’:}lgf_ers embarked at Ringwood whe?

Of the ej
GrennesS)e'ght children, fo :
, . » ur :
have children or&n3 (Mrs. McBagm), "goroydon—Matilda (M5
&eneration of Pal_ksoxne grandchildrep, eorge and Harry.
etween the ers. George and Har that there is a fourth

m; Harry
at Mont sold hjs porti
# rose left by his on and took over some O

sold the major part to a housing estate company which has
erected dwellings on it. Homes were needed in this part, for
Nylon Spinners had commenced production at their new factory
in the vicinity, built on the original Hosie land grant (of the
Hosie's Hotel family, Melbourne) in Canterbury Road.

the second, lives in a house on his inherited
their daughter (Mrs. Rattle) also lives

George Parker,
husband, in a new house they recently

property with his wife;
on the property with her
had built.

Mrs. Grenness is a wellknown Croydon identity; still in her
possession is an organ bought with money earned from picking

cherries in her father’s orchard at 1d. a bucket!
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The Churches In Croydon

! 1:“!_ y

CHAPTER XII—THE CHURCHES IN CROYDON

ANGLICAN CHURCH.—The Church of England is the mothe?

guur ch of a large Anglican communion existing throughout
ommonwealth as well as many other parts of the world;
ueen regularly attends service at the Church of England.

The first recorded Anglican Church in Croydon appears ¥
3)‘2 the one purchased from the Wesleyans in 1},880. Situate‘}: ?,Itl
of Biorner of Croydon Road and Whitehorse Road at the fng
held l;’t s1 Hill. But there is evidence of regular services beose
earl c‘il 878 when a reverend came from Lilydale. In thd,.
in g; ays singing was unaccompanied and tuning forks }!53960
when oY, _Cases at least; it is a far cry from then until L

N a Folk Mass was held at St. John the Divine’s and $

rhythm . r a
yearly té’;‘i waltz music was played by a three-piece band a5

In 19 .
where tl?e6 2 new church was bujlt on a site a mue’soutgr of

1919 ; R .
Parochia) distritéle barish was stil part of the ngwood

t, but the j . . to
ivide the ; e idea was raised that year
Parish, sed in at ye:
rolsédon as set u: ui?,scelggemly a new Parochial District ©

; ing Croydon, Kilsyth and Wong?
n 1922 a si

bei Site Op OS't - .

R?)I:c% ;ﬂore centra] arx,-xdltiethe ranlway station was chosen 2¢

In 19:;l Placed there, church was moved from Croydo?
7 a Builgj
church b 3.3 l:ll d'lng Furld
of £1.000 2lluldlng. for each sucﬁggsei?/le ‘;,::r lzi?txéﬁaeddfor . n%V;’
rt ards upwar

oy Year wag rai
building 3¢ comrnem:?;:f,l for the Purpose until in 1956 the new
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A fine new church now stands on this valuable site. The
Parish to-day consists of Croydon and Wonga Park. Montrose,
Kilsyth and Mooroolbark have recently separated from this
Parish.

THE METHODIST CHURCH

A Wesleyan Church once stood at the foot of Birt’s Hill as
mentioned in the Anglican section; incidentally, Birt's Hill was
named from one Thomas Birt who operated a hand-saw at a
pit in the vicinity, on the northern side of Whitehorse Road.

When the Wesleyans disposed of their Birt's Hill building
in 1880, they held services at the Gospel Hall on Bayswater - Mt
Dandenong Roads corner; this building was erected by Dr. J. J.
Kitchen from whom Cheok Cheong purchased his holding.

Following services here, the scene of worship was the Morris
house, “Lynn Oaks,” in Dorset Road, until it was transferred to
Ringwood East township. But that church was finally closed
and so the Wesleyans held their services at the newly-built
Croydon State School.

Later a site was purchased from Thomas Gwillam for the
sum of £15; it was situated on Oxford Road where now stands
the Croydon Tyre Service and the timber church building was
transported from East Ringwood. Services were held at this
church for some time, then a new site was purchased on the
opposite side of Oxford Road where Mt. View Street runs down
to form a sharp angle. The old church was shifted once again
~—to the new site. This task was undertaken by James Jackson,
a pioneer of Croydon.

Finally, in 1956, a new brick building was erected on this
last site and stands a fine edifice. The Methodist parsonage is
in Croydon Road and the present minister is the Rev. R, w.
Ward, ‘ ‘

THE CONGREGATIONAL . CHURCH

In 1930, a depression year, the Congregational Church was
built on a site in Croydon Road very close to the heart of the
town. Since Croydon skyrocketed to something approximating
a boom town, this site has become a very valuable one in
monetary terms; it is also valuable to its worshippers, for it is
a very central position.

It was eight years ago that a manse was added, for it was
found that the need had arisen for a resident minister.,

The Rev. A. J. Somerville is the present minister of the
Congregational Church at Croydon.
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THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

schgz)] tge’liﬁ?O'_s services were held at Brushy Creek, in the
Mt. Da 31. Ing; later, services were held at the Gospel Hall in
Tilfs h‘?[ ¢nong Road, at the viaduct, then a level crossing
tants F » being undenominational, took services for all Protes
far dis or there was no regular minister; Brushy Creek was 100
Istant for the settlement beginning to grow at Croydon:

do T}IEIC P.r(fsbylerjan Church at the present is opposite the Cr_oy’-
1 Hall; it was built in 1907, Fifty feet of the original erectioh

ﬁ; stllll in use; the wing being added later, it accommodate
¢ slowly-growing population.

tionﬁl move to raise funds for a new church was put into Oper&
o some years ago; the land has been purchased and part 9
coe building js about
'ner of Croydon Road and T e
Ber allent Street, the bounda!
adjoining that of the Central School.

in 'I:allent Street in 19
minister,

The new church, in embryo, is an achievement and it will

Sta . e
The?clia?tn a site far better suited to its office than the old sit¢
€r, practically at the junction of Main Street and M

andenong Road ; . ildren
attending gsungg;lsséggoc}?ngemug]y busy, especially for childr

Th : . p
of thee npeglsél -?’“falts with happy expectation the Completioﬂ
hire, uilding, the nucleus of a new church for a net

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Until re
cent p ;
Street Croydon:feg;s tthe Church of Christ was situated in Mai?

hat biece of land where the temporary
: timwzés shifted to recently, The Church was
the Ch: II)ILIIldIng. As Croydon developed it
dichSSiorC Was in far too congested an ared
Site. an allotmlrl and subsequent doubt as to Suit:

ent was finally procured in Jackson

he Lac ily; >
ub ey family; the
me;‘if{uenﬂf the Sacred }f-{eart
elson’s 1y, fl_lt ater years when the

68 » Was also named the

Sacred Heart. This edifice is in an eminent position overlqok-
ing the town, in a setting likely to remain rural and unspoiled
by the very nature of the building and its purpose. Croydon is
therefore fortunate that subdividers have not been the pur-
chasers, for the rule at such sales is to immediately axe all the
native growth, thereby making the areas windswept.

The name of the Sacred Heart Church in Hewish Road was
changed to St. Edmund’s in 1950 when the Parish was formed
and in 1959 a fine new church replaced the old one. Its tall,
square tower is a landmark from miles away.

The present priest is Father O'Driscoll; he has been at
Croydon for ten years and is assisted by a curate, Father
Madigan.

CLIMATE

If the geographical fact of the fortieth parallel of south
latitude passing through Bass Strait implies a climate which
may be hot but is never very cold compared with other parts of
the world, then residents of Croydon may not agree—on a cold
and frosty morning! Ordinary house thermometers placed on
porches register a temperature of 38 degrees on an average on
frosty or foggy mornings; the mercury on other winter morn-
ings hovers around the 45 degrees mark, both minimum tem-
peratures, the maximum in winter reaching 50 degrees.

In summer the average maximum is around the 70-degrees
mark; occasionally but not frequently heat waves send the
mercury soaring to 100 degrees. In 1939, when nearly all of
Victoria was ablaze with a devastating series of bushfires, the
temperature recorded at the Melbourne Weather Bureau was
114 degrees; but, like the high recording in 1851, the cause was
the blazing countryside resulting in a fictitious reading. In
the holocaust of 1939 burning pieces of trees were swept before
a fierce northerly gale; homes in South Warrandyte were burnt
out. The flames came to within a few miles of Croydon, but did
not leap the Maroondah Highway, keeping well on the north
side; a change of wind to the south checked the fires.

In line with most localities south of the Great Dividin
Range, Croydon is a moist district; there is rain at periodi%
intervals throughout the year. These places lie in the belt
where the northern region of summer rains and the southe
region of winter rains overlap, giving rain at all seasons; brr;
far-castern Victoria has a far heavier summer rainfall 8

There is a period much drier than the res AT i
district—January to April; often there is ontlyofﬂ;[tlemrgierfLr ]'m1ct1he
by thunderstorms or an occasional monsoonal dip f S e
northern regions. B RO The
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Compared with Melbo
in that part east of the
strong winds blow it is

don,
urne and the inner spburPS.a g"f’”hen
guarding hills, is a still chmwm:lg gale
a safe bet that there is arl’;g Croydon,
elsewhere. On ope occasion a Melbourne Y;Slfo‘.A nice quiet
staying for a few days, remarked on arrivi g: remains calm,
dayy ’ gOn the second day he said: “The wez'l'thefemarkable spell
and on the third day came with wonder: dAxr .
of stillness!” Then the host “woke up” and exp

. a little
e b e e 5y 4 o
rom the back, roars'overlthﬁogzplines
own the western face and plays havoc with tte_ :)1(3:5 the gale
and trees aj] along the base, Strangely, at such times,

, . hing like
does not strike Croydon two miles away with anyt
the same force

. d over
But the cajm atmosphere has its drawbacks; cloud ©
hangs for longe i

locality; the soil

. er
! The modern spin-dry
he last problem, n over

The average rainfa]] for Croydon is 33.89 mchei"l .ltla]:fear the

irty years of recording; the Bauge was set on a 1’ Com-
town. “The figyre i from the Bureay of Meteorg e 35.04
Parative figyres are: Melbourne, 2557 inches; Lilydale,
inches; and Oling

a, on top of Mg Dandenong, 51.37 inches.
The firgt siX monthg of t
Weather than 1

tter
he year Yield, on the whole, slng!e-
he remainder of the year; it is more at has
ter the end of Febry the worst of the summer he s are
fled ang the lovely months o autumn commence, D ayJuhe,
Sunny anq p; d ang often the still weather extends into atureé
N the fogs ang frosts begin, the temper the
In September hot
intersperseq with warm, Oftenher_.-
S Much the same type of weat. and
2 pattern of drenched trees in
o gradually giving way] sS
Onger hours of sunshine and le

€aming jp the
ovember and
and less rain

SCHOOLS
The Education Departmen

. ; »erecteq g, fi hool building
in Oxforq Road in 1888, ny b TSt schoo

take the overflowing chilt'.rlrl peorp%xglg(t)i' onsolidated School t0
years later (1952y and a Higp on

a School for Retardeq an

S erected sixty-four

A - On Lincoln Road

hildrep, ObPened jin 1941 on

ool itment by the first David

dergar;en s ch%olfacey Street, Close to
o .

MUNICIPAL

d proclaimed a town by
s and Survey, Lilydale was
broclaimed a town ip 1860 by the Lands Depan_-tment following

a survey. Later, in 1952, Lilydale was re-proclaimed g tow
under the Landg Act.

Subdivision of some Crown allot

arrandyte, Mooroolbark and Rin
in 1368,

arra Roads B
were bej

urgently required, At
were chosep

m journey and sc;
2 public m
as councillorg and in 186

eeting gjx men
2 the Upper v

Board held it first Meeting

This historic assembling took place

otel on the 22nd March, but it wag n
that the Government broclaimeq the
3s a Shire (1872),

e

years later
yea dpger;{all;ra Roads Boarq
¢ € early fathers €rived the Name of 4}, i
S}llur from Lilly, deughter of Paul de astella, an early setterl;
She became the wife f the Surveyor of much of the Lilydae
nn



own a5
arca. Later, citizens decided to spell the named"l;;h?ﬂfpgrtant
the flower, lily, and in one fell blow shattere ion in the tW0
historic link and made for future endless an.fus;oit being cor
spellings, for the Shire hangs fast to .thc Ongmﬁs:h contractiol
sidered impossible to alter. “Lilly” is an Eng s authentic &
of the Greek “Lilian” and as such is equally a
il . et
In the earliest records of the Lillydale S_hlr%ettfzsezn
of Croydon, Mt. Dandenong and hamlets in the opening
even merit mention of existence, but follqwmfhe attraction t0
the antimony mines at East Ringwood with ere broug tl?hﬁ
labour, Croydon, Mooroolbark and Ringwood v: Riding. 12 ire
the orbit of the Shire, forming the South-Wes le of the Sh
1870’s there were but 700 persons in the who

A . : rest O
and more than half lived in Lilydale town with the
ably scattered,

ements
! t
ning ©

il
a Counmf
Since its inception the Shire has been con"f_"”gdsz‘zerqﬂ dﬂlc‘;’
clected by ratepayers in the Shire area; be Of;mrt (Lily n
Croydon it was constituted into four Ridings— “Onbulk ase,
Coldstream and Yering); East (Wandin, Sev:lle,o;lg trose
part of Mt. Evelyn); South (Olinda, Mt. Dandenf t. n
Kilsyth, Mooroolbark, part of Croydon and part 0 ark 2

West (part of Croydon, Bayswater North, Wonga
Croydon North).

. all;
Each Riding elected three councillors, twelve 10 er
stood for a term of

ce €
three years and one went out of oiﬁo CI”O;
August when the annual elections were held, the After th
reuri‘ng being free to submit himself for re-election. ber 10 .e
¢lections the Council met to choose one of its nUMDE p;air
Shire President

each

for the next year. The President t.OOK to high
at all councj) Mmeetings, and the councillors, citizens apacitlv"
The Jconscience, gave their services in an honorary C€aF . e
The Councillors w,

w
¢re required to appoint such Ofﬁcerstgsslf'ke
administer the work of the Shire, also ficien
ich was calculated to bring in suY r the
able the ire ions to be carried on fO a
roads, street lighting, fire protectionl
atutory unde i ; also social services — ¥ tion
Kindergarten, immunisat!?
The first election

With the constructio i i
. : n of t €
the foundanon of Croydon frgilrzﬂ‘gjginfg? s i o eyl

S angle, the growth
72 E

following was sure, if slow, interspersed with periods of _stagf
nation. But with the dawn of the new century an c_;abtf_
prosperity was ushered in: house_s were built, the_ ﬁrs‘t‘_uﬂmﬂi:2
yard being opened. The council commenced (_.115(:].1:::?1}1;,;: }

crection of a hall for the Riding; the popularity of rus 1‘y
Creek had waned after the first shrill sirens of the steam engines
echoed around the hills. The Prince of Wales Hotel was
deposited in Croydon on its new site (1907).

The First World War began; Croydon had its quota of herocs;
After the war ended many subdivisions of land were made. The
Riding, with this shot in the arm, commenced to ﬁll_out. _Fr_om
this time onwards it could be termed the creeping Riding.
Apple and cherry orchards were coming up like myriad little

new worlds discovered by a space explorer, fresh ones wherever
one turned.

The cultivated ground then crept north and north-west over
Whitehorse Road towards Warrandyte; south to the Dan‘denong
Creck; and east until it touched experimentally the fringe ot
the dipping skirt of the Dandenongs.

Then came the Second World War; Croydon again hagl its
quota of herces. The war ended; then thf: creeping Riding
began to gallop! Old residents looked on with whirling heads
knowing nought would rein it in. So phenomenal was the
growth that in the period before severance land was bringing
a_fantastic price, a small lot in Main Street being sold for
£50,000 in 1960. At this stage before the breakaway from Lilly-
dale, the population of the Croydon area was stated at 12,0@0,
compared with Lilydale’s 3,500 (Shire Office figures). Wh}te
Flats had badly outstripped those contemporaries who, lying
in orbit around her 100 years ago, had certainly not been

i point, but resembled more the camps
of explorers pitched around a seeming salt-pan at that raw
stage — Lilydale, Warrandyte, Brushy Creek, Bayswater and
Mooroolbark.

The advent of the Croydon Mar
Croydon ahead and thus towards
in print that the Market came in
division of Lacey land, but this st
fact. The Lacey family did not own the Ma

ket played a P

art in sending
severance;

it has been stated
ollowing on gz sub-
as no foundation in

rket property at any
time. It was originally the land grant, 43E, takenp up by A.
Geisler as shown on map; Lacey land adjoined it to the north
and west,

The Geisler selection was later owned by Mrs. Rogers; she

sold it, including a large brick house, to Mr. Allan Brown, lately

home from the First World War. He was the man responsible
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ving
for the conception of the Market; he set the wheels mo
in 1920,

vith

The Market is bounded by Toorak and Kent AVC]T;;IsZ' [;ecn

Railway Parade to the cast; in recent vears sheps eway 10
built on the Railway Parade boundary with a carriag

the Market stalls bisecting the line of shops. eavy

h

Monday is the weekly Market day. From an early ho':i;ys all
traffic travels Croydonwards. In the Market’s }’O‘mged on the
sorts of horsedrawn vehicles—many comical—COﬂVeggtioned n
little town from cvery direction.  Cattle wereba sts arrived
conjunction with the usual houschold stuff; the eaon the sité
in railways trucks (the rail proximity was one reasthe presel"t
was chosen) and were unloaded at a spot near to_ htmareé
Emslic’s depot. The unloading was a weekly m’i;ng animal$
shopkecpers; down to Main Street and over the CI‘O?scal womer’
were driven—cows, pigs, shecp—and as at a signal o]oSe thelr
folk dived agitatedly for shelter and shopkecpers kc loose
doors, for often a beast, maddened with fright, broke
charged about with no respect for persons.

ht the

Finally a deputation headed by a local woman hs: l'}l,glace_ .

ailways; a V.L.p. called in due course to inspect t £ 1ocality

tumult and near-goring, the result being a change O, . jon

for unloading. The cattle have gone forever from Monday®
sireets, but agitated ladies still dive for shelter on cet Wi
for high-powered American cars flash along Main Str OWS:

the same lack of respect for citizens once exhibited by ¢

chan*
. In present times countless stalls sell all manner of R’,Egatioﬂ
dise, the stallholders a cosmopolitan blend since the feveris
Policy. Olrjce 2 week the town, always busy, develops faMondays
s strocal shopkeepers are glad to see the end o roper

they raise their produce to its P

Allan Brown gy k rise he
3 . €Cps an eye on the huge enterp S
2;?iugl;:rmt° being; it is his pleaysure to supexﬁrise stallho_l](il?r
!c)l o:nsl.) alike. He can often be seen amongst the ml p
another day“f,}." bustling Mondays. A few stalls operate ing
and sellin two, but lacking the auction with its buy

e H : -
of Mondags_ XCltement there ig none of the noise and clamo

T .. - - - - . L4 . .
he late %“;nce;f:ggs fKn%:. former Speaker of the Legislative
whose death haq occurrgfi igpﬁgﬁ%‘ %vnd Scoresby from 1927,

as reported as having
Some: 12-15

hall; the Hon. G. L. Chandler was present, also, and the sugges-
tion was made that it was time the people of Croydon started
thinking of their own municipality, It was reported that the
first real stirring for the creation of a new Croydon.St.nre began
at Croydon North and before long snowballed until it reached
the heart of the town most concerned.

The movement began in 1957 and by March, 1958, a petition
had been signed by the requisite number of persons. The
local Government Act, 1958 states that: “A request . . . to

the Governor in Council for the exercise of any power contained
in paragraphs . .

“For the constitution of a shire—by c_m;-tenth of the persons
whose names are inscribed on the municipal roll in respect of

Property in any portion of any municipal district proposed to
be included in such shire.”

Mr. R. Jansen compiled the report, a document of twenty-
two pages on the Croydon Shire Severance; he spent many
weeks in painstaking research and verified the details, It is
considered that, without his endeavours and deep interest, the
matter of severance might have dragged on for years. He made
the initial applications and there were also many legal formali-
ties to be complied with in relation to the Local Government
Act before the matter reached the stage of the referendum.

Since those initial days the death has occurred of Mr. Jansen.
Perhaps many townsfolk do not realize how much is owed to
this public-spirited citizen in connection with their new Shire.
At one time he was secretary of the Country Roads Board and

later a member of the Board; he lived on Wicklow Hills.

The report completed, copies of a plan of the area to be
severed were freely distyibuted; also, arrangements were made

X € nd sixty-three
The population of the latter in 1958 was stateq ;i .
proposed Shire there would be 14,000. 014 ineo00; in the

t would j
West Riding and portions of the South, gfdll(?f o ate the
Mooroolbark.

Croydon comprised over 40% of the tota] Shire inc
at the time was served by only 259 of councillors: 2}1;::;, El‘l';
Inadequate council representation for Croydon ’

Was an addeq
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distant from its civic heart. At this stage (1958)tthe sctlzgug
incentive f icipalit Also, there was delag Lillydale Shire Office comprised the Shm: Sﬁﬁff; ;1;5;'_. valuer,
eentive for a Scparate municipality. including Croydon, ha Secretary, assistant secretary, treasurer, rate lec r't istes
becn revarauations; the West s ch greater burden I0r o o female clerks (rates office), three Jm?l? sypshire
Soen revalued for o oo years with a m}lzlidin comprising thlf (secretary’s office), ranger, two Infant Welfare sis er‘l'-neering
these ratepayers to carry; the South bg,_',,-den until muc engineer, deputy engineer, building surveyor, twtzir englht s
inea east of Dorset Road, had not the e development WaS 0 e, building inspector, two engineering aug ? en,
later. * Go-ahcad C“flzens held ”C‘ie. Vt!c‘;;ict]it?g boundaries, M2'  engineers cost clork, tomm planning officer, senior typiste (eng
retarded in the fajlure to readjus

f tstripped that of othe‘:r‘ Reer's office), health inspector, assistant health inspector.
3 i idi ou . o .
g(l::; kiﬁénriniv;r; tg:lawe;: %:)c:::;)g!ct?gn of road works, a fac In theory, an office administering a municipality with hag
inconveniencing al] s)c’:ctions of the community. d the population as in the proposed Shire should take less Stg‘ :
g . . fficers, these h‘]’ than this, although persons holding certain office there must e;
Should a person have business with Shire o ]easé d to help Lillydale itself had fewer assistants when its population approxi-
No option but to infer that they would be p e in point—th¢ Mated the new Croydon Shire. (Also individual officers receulre
further if only they weren't so busy. It is a cas idly growing less salary in smaller mummpahues.and the excising of nearly
far-flung municipality of Lillydale Shire, the rap dous to cope half the inhabitants should result in considerable saving for
towns and €xpansion in all directions were stup?ftl nt from the both new and residual shires; howgver, as borne out recently
with. Also the Shire Office was several m!llesggrlsrsral but Was N nearby shires, much the same assistance is needed.

idi o ion . . . .
town of Croydon, the Riding that was .n alation. Thf .Shoul'd this be proved by time to be so, then in ordinary
the one with the heaviest concentration of pop of characte arithmetic the Increased capital cost must mean ess money
Structure and needs of the community were O%tmgs of W ch for a rapidly expanding works programme even though thl?
with those of Lillydale Shire, the o}:her_ th}'t?e,sR; worthy repf§ last_tbtla ﬁngnged byt loan, for revenue is used iIn repayment o
were mainly ryraj, Lilydale towns ip itself i cter, Capital and interest.

- Py, . . chara it
Sentation of the majority of its Shire; of country ch n of i 3 illors of a icipali
remains a sleepy holiow with little of the animatio for the Whelp adbreakawz% 1s m(l’ft:l‘li' ‘Eo‘tlglfgsl;tsr of thenl-'l:sntl ll;altl}t!y
Wealthiest, most progressive Riding except, perhtal?es “town, 2 il{i?ﬁ:l’gslgeAStoexamcon;ie? rA‘S.Wrena\n l(:eelgs his family orderl;')‘ th:
i i i ts in . . : - ’
;}::'sl?:iﬁgdc’f Maroondah Highway \;;lycth 132&3:: express tF al” removal of one is mooted and the head immediately agrees or
clattering L 2l» oW echoing, now a",‘n; writing on the W disagrees according to the effect on himself and the rest of the
for l’ur:lg't YEr peaceful countryside. ¢ family. Therefore, strong feeling that severance could work
ity? a strong fot: Croydon but might well result in setback for the rest of the
Be that so, the Severance Committee had made out dminis’ Shire caused deep concern on the part of councillors resident
case on Lilydale’s present rural character; municipal ? of the in other Ridings as they compared Probable advantages to
g;?;:?iggw“o,ul? Rie Preferable executed right at thet ]}z?ra break- Croydon and dlsadvantages to other areas,
es Ing, conditions before the reques A a
away app Oximating ask inlglotnhebmo;t in ﬂuegtial nation in o Another. fact was that Jthere is a political treng towards
brot.herhood of raceg to agree to be administered in its Vi t amalgamatxor_'n of municipalitieg rather than the Creation of new
affairs from the office of a%rastoral country. It is possible tha ones, for this brings reduced costs of administratjop, The
a booming, fager town Jjke Croydon—so full of excited, fe‘-,eﬂlsl opponents of severance claimed that the time Wwas not ripe for
"ttcthlty. of initiative—no longer wanted to kowtow municipally a breakaway because the flood of development taking place
© a smaller town in addition to the other reasons for severance- could be slowed by the changeover Particularly where long.
newta\g;§ Obvious to most that should a breakaway succeeq; term planning is involved,
exponam ;m‘s;,té'?élvg n(mz;rlan(i)satioq must lbe set up, but tf;ﬁ “eiii’ —_—
i A opinion that j Cl ’
;:g;ls?; e?im'l convenience G5 e 1at  increased e

-°Payers must result, not to be€
its "’°"§’é‘ts Qv%?xtll:ler olve 20t angle was’ that sever-
A €volve as zn eno. i ase 1

a quallty repeatedly tl)ro rmous 1ncre.

ttled in this Riding so 77



CHAPTER XIV—MUNICIPAL
@

EVEN within the West Riding itself there was a percentage of
ratepayers wh_o were against severance; why break off a piece
of the Shire in the extreme west? The arguments were that
rates could Increase; they are high enough already, many
grumbled, but if a new shire changed to site rating it would
sting painfully for a great number of people—has nobody heard
of jumping from the frying-pan into the fire?

Then there were the dichards w
fortably at any sort of progress; le
If one office block serves well th

?g;ash‘ ufp the happy arrangement? It was all good enough
o oxastzgl;_ers and grandfathers before us—and isn't most of
fe 4 'an continent over-governed, anyway? If some

ydon ratepayers aren't satisfied with their present Ridings,

;ﬁiﬁ{ néjc:ntlryt Eior re-alignment of boundaries? This last was
tly csted by those in favour of severance; they main-
tained stoutly that :

the creation of an additional Riding would
Islfiiurt?aeztnziyn?f the reasons advanced for the desiregto con-
the difficulties a;\;l(;cgpahty; b Wmlld_ actually tend to accentuate
in their opinion ;la;ed with the distribution of Riding finance
held by the Sevéraqsc égust,'l%g’ approached, campaigns were
at various halls ‘Ie -ommittee; ratepayers attended meetings
-showed warm int D line with like movements a percentage
the petition unwarerESt' others opposition as they considered
seen expenses cro ranted with all the risk of countless, unfore-
movement was atplpmg up. But by the end of the month the
30th August the refi?-m c?n everyone’s tongue. And so, on the

When the encum went to the polls.

majority had vffﬁt?n C%ame through they showed that the
casting votes, avour of severance, 34% of ratepayers

September 4, 19?2;: aosﬁifi)iﬁlmit;}tement appeared in the press on

“Sever:,
the Shiwreacr.lfC Ei_}-"[oll. On the proposal to sever an area from
able The Minis]t ydale as set out in a request to the Honour-
1958, ang adVerfiI; fgr. Public Works dated the 21st February,
Dapers on the 14t Kf[ In_the ‘Croydon Mail’ and ‘Post’ news-
g ayt'01953, and the ‘Lilydale Express’ on the
municipality 1y constitute such portion a separate
declarepth;gttflrédfgsh?f name of the Shire 01; Croydon, 1 II:crebY
In favour of of the Poll is as follows:—

ho always twitched uncom-
ave well alone, they warned.
e present four Ridings, why

e proposal (YES 4,826
gainst t ) e e 4
Informalhe Proposal (NO) ... .. 635
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I therefore declare a majority in favour of the proposal
of 4,191,
T. H. COWLEY,
Returning Officer.”
What happens next? was the question uppermost in rate-
payers’ minds. Does it mean that with a poll majority of 88.5%
of the 349 of persons voting, we get severance?

The answer was: No; this is but the first step. The over-
whelming public vote by no means settles the issue. It goes
far, it is essential, but a new municipality is created by an
order of the Governor in Council. The Local Government Act
says:

“Every Order constituting any new municipality shall con-

stitute the same as either a borough or a shire and shall—

(a) assign a name to such borough or shire,

(b) describe the boundaries thereof, )

(c) determine of how many members the council shall
consist, o .

(d) determine whether the municipal district constituted
is to be subdivided or not and in case it is to be sub-
divided name and describe the subdivisions.

Every such Order shall take effect according to the tenor
of the same.” _ _

It is therefore apparent that the Governor in Council must
approve the proposal. Ratepayers cannot impose their will
even if 1009% were in favour. But all this, the ratepayers fqlt,
was mere formality; at this stage there seemf.jd no real barrier
to severance without fuss or bitterness. Satisfactory answers
to various questions had come up including the one: Will Croy-
don be able to afford a shire of its own? Yes, because the Shire
of Lillydale bas a six-figure income and the Act states:

“The Governor in Council may make Orders from time to
time exercising the powers following:

“To constitute any portion of Victoria containing rateable
property capable of yielding upon a rate not exceedlqg One
shilling in the pound on the annual value thereof, estimated
under the provisions of this Act, a sum of three thousand
pounds, a shire.”

The ratepayers must now await the decision of the arbiter of
their fate. The Governor in Council, as a preliminary, appoints
an Advisory Board of three persons with a knowledge of_ local
government; this Board elects one of the three to be chairman
and may act by two of its members. The Croydon hearing
finally took place at the Croydon Hal'l on December 22, 1958,
in a day-long session. The Boa_;‘gd consisted of:



Mr. Stringer, Inspector of Municipal Accounts; Mr. Cook,
Chairman of the Town and Country Planning Board; Cr. Lines,

former Chairman of the Municipal Association and a Heidelberg
councillor.

During the campaign by the Severance Committee, council-
lors of the Lillydale Shire had remained more or less silent;
no member of this body had been appointed to watch _the
Interests of the Shire at meetings and it was thought, therefore,
thag they now stood by awaiting results with warm interest.
As it transpired, however, they stood by heatedly, for when the
Advisory Board conducted the hearing, Lillydale Council alone
opposed the proposal for severance. Their discussions had been
held in committee at council meetings, thereforc the attack
was sudden, taking the breath away of keenly attentive om
looker.s, the_enthusiastic gallery of local ratepayers. As the
Opposing voices sounded it became disconcertingly apparent
that plans had been made to deal with the carefully-compile
altempt at breakaway, to strike a death-blow to hopes for sever-
almce with a last-minute, annihilating shot from secret armoury.

t was more than twelve months since the proposals had been
Il;l;t:lserlilted to the public, but until the hearing the council as 2
sent};t, ad not stated its attitude. Mr. K. H. Gifford, legal repre
se Clve of Lillydale Shire, announced a resolution passed bY

€ Louncil in committee; it read:
“Tlgat this Council—
L. is not in favour of severance;

2. is of the opinion that if there is to be severance, theD
(a) boundary revision should not be confined to this

Shire, b'-!t should be examined on a regional basis;
(b) the municipality should be a borough;

glreqts its legal adviser that if a severance is to D¢
‘;;!Sldel‘ed. the boundary should be ascertained as t0
which would be the best, both for the existing and the

At thl;e}:v Municipality.” b
Mr, €aring the Severance Committee was represented by
counci‘llof-mselg1 and Mr. Fred Geale, a former Lillydale Shir¢
Fraser, My Lresent were also Mr. G. Pile (secretary), Mr: t
of the Counci Kerr, Mr. H. Malcolm and Mrs. G. Frost. Mos
is believeq ntClllors attended; Cr. G. Frost, of the West Riding
t0 vote again have been the one councillor before the hearing

gainst the council resolution opposing severance:

this ig "

Foll:\?.'- his name will stand out in future generations-
Counci] ol;l gitg,the hearing, with the submission of Li"yda\l/e
stated: “_ ; objections, Mr. Jansen was reported to ha

. LIt i s o
time has  hg Seems to me an extraordinary position th.ilnt agpgn

matter of severance been discussed 1
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Council. . . . I would have thought that a matter of such
momentous importance in the life of the council would have
formed the basis of a separate resolution in order that the
ratepayers may have been made aware of it. ... It is disturb-
ing that the council thought fit to withhold information regard-
ing its attitude until the date of the hearing. . . . I consider
that it has not acted with respect towards ratepayers subse-
quently in view of the overwhelming majority.”

The President of Lillydale Shire, when relinquishing office,
was reported as saying: “The Croydon breakaway is a major
issue; when the move first cropped up Council adopted the
attitude of ‘letting the Croydon ratepayers speak for themselves
at the poll’ and they have done so in a most convincing manner."”

Newspapers printed that “the absence of a campaign against
severance is significant; the council deliberately refrained from
taking any part in the poll campaign.”

Councillors are human, but nevertheless they are a dedicated
body; with municipal affairs at their fingertips their vision is
clearer on such things as mooted breakaway movements, more
so than that of a non-egislative body. The “no” councillors
saw severance with a species of alarm; a wrong step, they con-
sidered, for the ratepayers. History resounds with instances
of the multitude being swayed by exponents of reform, some-
times rightly, at others wrongly. A certain amount of fog must
always be allowed for and this only subsequent events can
disperse.

The Lillydale Council saw the majority poll not as the
writing on the wall but as a point to be contested, ignoring
the democratic angle. Plain facts were that the Severance
Gommittee consisted largely of members of the Croydon
Chamber of Commerce and the breakaway was not a move-
ment -originating within the council as many such procedures,
are; with all but one of the twelve councillors against the
proposal, including, it must be rememberpd, those of the West
Riding, this seemed to suggest that their firm stand was of
vintage quality, that they regarded severance as unwise., They
can be admired for sticking to their guns, along with Cr. Frost.

Ridings being the peculiar domain of councillors and the
Severance Committee being an outside body, the viewpoint
of many ratepayers leaned tow?\rds the tlgought th_at the Council
resented the attempt at municipal meddling despite two fgcts—
the statutory right to make the attempt, and the convincing

result of the poll.
All waited breathlessly from December onwards for the
decision of the Governor in Council; towards the end of January,
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1959, Mr. Murray Porter stated that he had received a report
from the Local Government Advisory Board the week before
and had hoped to make a decision almost immediately, but the
case was much longer and more complicated than expected.

“It is not nice and sim i i i
; ple—it will take a week to consider
facets,” he stated. K

The Act relating to Severance states that “The Minister shall

gtke into consideration the report . . . of the Board before any

rder in Coupcﬂ is made and the Governor in Council may grant
the request in whole or in part.

pees
(iii) or refuse to grant th *
He refused! & © request.
on AFsll:ocked, stunned Croydon heard the news at a meeting
ebruary 10, 1959; the disappointment of the Severance
supporters was acute after incredulity wore off.

col'lr hqi"e is no appeal from the decision of the Governor in
peti?i(c:)ln' ?élﬁ’ofux“jth%r actlonf must start all over again witl;ha

p wed by a referendum of hen the
hearing by an Advisory Board. of ratepayers, t

It seemed a reliable summin '

v : g-up that Croydon’s breakaway
Eﬁ;ﬂ:ﬁngémled because of the determined 3\'.,)pposition of the
The Minist ire Council, the majority vote of eleven against one-
enviable ister, in trying to arrive at a decision, had the um
whea 89c7taslf< of considering whether to grant the petition
favour, or Ohthe people voting in the particular area were If
senting Cr Wdether to refuse it because the councillors repre
payersg i }(:y on (these at least)—pledged to serve the raté

without personal gain—voted so strongly against it.

—ito a:,lsal{% the request had been refused on three main counts
included in ‘:lﬁght to be premature; too much rural land Was
offereq for e area to be severed considering that plans Were
served by o closely-populated part; Croydon would be bettef

Y amalgamation with Ringwood. The Minister WaS

believed t
miles). o favour severance for a Croydon borough (9 squar®

At a meetj i
Commerce?e::;?g in February, 1959, the Croydon Chamber of

h ded to 5 ce
Commi : make a recommendation to the Severan
this tinf?otrh: "o was in favour of another try for severanceyy
such an applj orough, there being good reason to believe that
Chamber secretc ation would be successful. But the forme
to aim at a ary, Mr. G. Pile, asked members of the Chamberf
would omit sy 1}11'e again with revised boundaries. A borot
which have suc areas as Kilsyth, Montrose and Wonga Park,
The Committ, pported the move for a breakaway all throt
¢, also, considered that a borough woul be 2
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stop-gap move and that prospective development would soon-
put such an area out of date.

Experts consider that it is particularly desirable in creating
a new municipality to ensure that there is an effective com-
munity of interest amongst its ratepayers. In the Jansen
report this objective was considered to be indicated by its
compiler in the following: “Community of interest . . . should
not be subordinated to finance.” Mr. Jansen was incensed at
one of the extracts from the Shire submission at the hearing,
viz.:—

“6. The majority of the council is concerned that the
boundaries proposed for a severance appear to be designed to
attract the maximum rate revenue to the new shire.”

This reference was to industrial enterprises at Croydon
North and Bayswater North. Mr. Jansen took strong exception
to the extract, as he considered that the areas on which stood
these industries rightly belonged to the proposed shire, dis-
regarding rate revenue (Black & Decker and Nylon Spinners).

Other incidents came up as are inevitable in such major
issues; they are logical post mortem. They did not affect the
ruling because one thing, appalling to the “Yes” exponents,
stood out clear—despite a majority poll the decision yet went
badly against Croydon. And it remains an astonishing fact that
ratepayers polled a majority of 89%, considering the staunch
attitude of West Riding Councillors, for a suspicion of their
“no” views must surely have seeped into_the minds of people,
with the chance of influence being a deciding factor.
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CHAPTER XV—~MUNICIPAL

CROYDON was down but not out. She li i
) . e licked her wounds in
g;‘fheal‘ly part of 1959, girded her loins and took careful stock
of e catastrophe. It says much for the resilience and tenacity
purpose of the Severance Committee that the disappoint-

ment resulted in renewed activit i
: an
the desired objective. y and fresh efforts o gain

appl?y ;gf engl of February it had not been decided whether to
woul{i ta orough; councillors had stated publicly that they
Presiden? ?ppose an application for a borough. Mr. Geale,
mitteertll do the Severance Committee, stated that his com-
oo that received a letter from the Advisory Board to the
far 8rea?eragl$hcatlon for a much smaller area would have a
re<lection) ance of success. (Mr. Allen had not stood for
Three conferences wer ;

e held with the Shire Council but
ng;’g&;gaﬁeg No agreement was arrived at on boundaries;
the crex ad no intention of the new municipality “taking all
Kilsyth a’: daﬁd leaving only skim milk.” But Wonga Park,
centre fn goroolbark look to the town of Croydon as their
in generalr r:)n any facumes_banl_dng. market, railhead, shops
inclue ’ s of Croydon, ot
mc!;(lje these areas in their entixyety_ A borough would n

€ year wore away and towards i
m s its end an attempt was
Poi(::r t‘?,itﬁn;igg%a?t.round‘table dconference by Mr. lslurra)tr’
. . 1€s concerned, bu i re O
various matters, it could not be arrangectl. owing to presst

It w : _
March, ?gé(gef];qed'to lodge another petition for severance in
e requested j 1S time an area of fourteen square miles was 10
Park must be llnfa second attempt for a shire; most of Wong2
Mooroolbark wy tlom in this smaller area and both Kilsyth and
committee, dy ould each be divided. It was reported that the
vestigation of ?}?g the last months, had made a thorough i
Or a separate e best ways and means to continue the fight
ful, the Act remu_n Icipality. Had the 1958 poll been unsuccess
is allowed; butq?lres th?t no further move for several years
aga.}‘rll1 as soon as guittgilglrcumstances it was possible to apply
e i . :
of thing:rz of Llllyqale had agreed to negotiate on an aré2
but it wag Cil:aare m l!es to enquire into economic severance:
Jot taken Dlaceppomtmg that the round-table conference ba
for Severance j and final agreement- entered into. As a €as¢
bound S Judged on its merits, the Advisory Board 15

0 su . .
Case be stror})gp (;I;o&tg.heven in face of opposition, should the
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~ In July, 1960, a carefully planned and intensive campaign
was launched by the Croydon Severance Committee; there was
a public meeting at Bayswater North on the 29th, followed by
others at Kilsyth Hall on August 5th, at Dorset Hall, Croydon
North, on 12th, and at Croydon Theatre, Mt. Dandenong Road,
on 19th.

One of the heartening aspects of the new campaign was the
number of ratepayers not on the committee at the first petition
who had come forward to offer their services over the months
past; their faith has been justified by the Minister's statement
that the vote of the people must be considered and that another
majority vote “will be favourably considered.”

When no agreement had been reached after the three con-
ferences with the council in 1959, the Advisory Board requested
the council to prepare figures for a fourteen square mile area.
These figures were duly made available to the Minister and he
then directed that a referendum be held in August, 1960. After
the shattering blow of the earlier refusal, Croydon and district
ratepayers tossed their caps in the air with jubilation and
looked eagerly forward to demonstrating their enthusiasm at
the polls. Relief was felt that at long last the three bodies
concerned had finally met, with action the outcome.

In the revised area it was estimated that the population
would be about 12,000.

Previous to the first request for severance, much debating
had taken place in the Council Chambers concerning a new
Shire Hall to replace the old one at Lilydale, built in 1889. Two
councillors had moved in favour of a new administrative block
at Eyrefield Park; now there was a Notice of Motion that the
previous Motion be rescinded and that a referendum for and
against the new building be taken in the residual Shire if the
Croydon breakaway was successful (the first request for

severance).

The Shire staff was working in outmoded offices and the
secretary, when finding it necessary to interview a person
privately, had no accommodation in a separate room; facilities
and retiring rooms were deplorably out of date. Also space in
general was very cramped; this last situation would be con-
siderably eased if Croydon moved out, however. Councillors
doubted if there was money to build a new hall. Cost was
estimated at between £40,000 and £80,000, therefore people were
asking for the right to vote on the question; from a democratic
viewpoint they should be given the chance to say “yes” or “no.”
If a breakaway succeeded and Council was obliged to run the
Shire on half the present revenue, that would be a big enough
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obstacle to get over; with the added burden of a new Shire
Hall to fall on half the people, Council might lack ability to
pay and so should stay its hand until the breakaway was
decided and then review the position. One councillor pointed
out that even if the present Shire Hall facilities were not good,
conditions were not good either for the majority of ratepayers
in the Shire—there was difficulty in raising money for roads,
drainage and other major works which “screamed” to be done.

Others were in favour of going ahead, declaring the building
to be a “shocking set-up.” Council was prepared to spend
£30,000 on the new hall, although this would be bare office
space without any frills. The Shire Secretary submitted that
the Loan Council had made a grant for the new Shire Hall,
increasing loan moneys to £60,000, with £30,000 allocated to the
new building.

On a show of hands the Motion to rescind the previous
Motion in favour of the hall was lost. Plans were then put
into operation for a new hall to be built at Eyrefield Park, a;l
situation much farther away from railway transport than ti-}an
of the old hall. Once the die was cast an air of remxatl?n.
became apparent, for there is nothing more wearing thand_lng
decision; there was a comical aspect respecting the appen Iof
of the new hall to the bosom of Lillydale, resembling that is
the lady threatened with a cut in household money whoces
still determined to buy that new hat and let the consequeging
go hang. But most humans know the experience of hﬁ the
a lovely dream of years threatened with extinction right © comn
verge of fulfilment; as time progressed, councillors were

fident that they had acted wisely. Shire
In the spring of 1960 it was announced that the new Fortu-
Hall at Eyrefield Park was to be opened in Decﬁfnber'e spac
nately for the staff and councillors, the “barc 2 Cl having
without frills” had been improved upon, the ?C«]Unavenwally
called tenders for wall-to-wall carpets; other amenities €
came up.
nt in Public’

At the final meeting on the Severance Movemg 1960, M2
held at Croydon Hall on Friday night, August 19 2iopayer
questions were fired at the President, Mr. Genie: new 02
were becoming anxious as facts of the cost_‘?’f th?verance: they
Lilydale became apparent; disregarding possible ¢ from Croy.
wanted to know why it had been built farther a}“‘:gmew
don than ever. “What about the new Shire Hal

the bush'?”
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They were informed: “If any serious endeavour had been
made to co-operate, it would have been built on some of the
vast open spaces on this side of the town of Lilydale and Croy-
don people saved at least one mile of travel. If severance is
granted we can claim any money we have put into it.”

The second poll on severance took place shortly afterwards
on August 27; immediately prior to the poll a pamphlet was
circulated by Lillydale Shire and consternation became wide-
spread at part of the contents which were compiled as ques-
tions and answers. One read:

“Who would pay the administrative costs of a new shire?”
and answer: “You, the ratepayers of the new shire—there could
be no assistance from the ratepayers of other areas.”

As office buildings are part of administrative costs, Croydon
ratepayers paying 47% annually began to think with trepidation
of their proportion of finance used to build the fine new hall,
to wonder if it was to be recovered if the breakaway succeeded,
especially on perusing the next question and answer on the

pamphlet:

“Would a new shire have much expense?” and answer: “Yes.
There would be a great deal of expense. New heavy road-
making equipment would have to be bought; a new Shire Hall
would have to be built. New office equipment would have to
be bought. Additional administrative expense would have to
be met. To meet this, there would only be the new Shire's
interest in existing Shire capital, and moneys it would raise by
rates and loans.”

The Local Government Act states, however:

“Adjusting rights of severed portion and remaining Shire.

“When in consequence of the exercise of any of the powers
contained . . . of this Act so as to sever from any municipal
district any part thereof any property income assets 1:ight5
liabilities expenses or matters required to be apportioned
settled adjusted or determined—

1. the councils of the municipalities affected may from time
to time make such agreements as may be necessary for
such purposes or any of them. And any such agreement
may provide—

(a) for the apportionment transfer or retention of any
property income assets rights or liabilities; or

(b) for the joint use of any property; or

(d) for the doing of any other matter or thing that ‘may
be necessary to do justice as between the municipali-

ties concerned.”
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Int i

valuod hf?) rhgst;n of the fact that the West Riding had been re-
nearly doubling, justice longer than some others with rates
should be ma dg:fg)l;sbllqe would seem to indicate that allowance
of your rates paid i is. The pamphlet stated that: “The whole
your area (you m tm the area were allocated for spending in
On the surface thie your administrative costs out of them).”
anomaly of rate s appears fair, but in practice there was the
in the South Riﬁ?gefs resident on the east side of Dorset Road
on the west side hgads tgl paying the old low rates while those
years past. The on een paying practically double for four
West and South Ridi road went along the front fences of both
vices were identi lmg ratepayers’ properties and council ser-
valuation rose t c23_ (Rates for West Riding houses since Ie
house while SOL?th ?{ig-‘m water and general rates for a sma

rates of £20.£30.) Tdmg ratepayers still luxuriated in lower
allowances. are mad hese facts breed discontent even while
of work on ofﬁgc;?s'ep?ﬂ delay in re-valuing owing to pressure
rences are part of ther 'st?'ﬂgn:?ee knowledge that such oceul

The i .
let par lf}?u;sClgS;S' men of integrity, had compiled the pamph-
all their cards OWe; to the accusation that they had not put
a printed form n the table before the first hearing; this tme
Croydon rate would endeavour to get all the facts across to
honest warninpgag?rtsh concerning the breakaway. It Was £
trative costs. A e dangers of severance relating to adminis:
(Lillydale) h.as d ls_pecla] message was attached: Your Council
posed severa cliberately avoided making a fight of the PI%
believes that nitt:e_ of the Croydon area from your Shire. It
you want a new'sSIf?" you, the Ratepayers, to decide whether
youé existing Shire.” whether you want to continué with

1o, .
Ratepa'gg?g h‘:gdh‘he message with surprise as the aforesaid
what they want sd own convincing proof at the 1958 referend
the excising wi ?1 - People frowned in perplexity. Some Vle‘j"ed
inexorablygris,it trepidation; with nearly all commodity prices
voting, ng, they sensed a strong need for caution

In August, 1960, Croydon again went to the poll orrll ttgg

question i i
amended 1? company with the rest concerned, to vote ©
ourteen square miles proposed.

The announ don
Hall ncement of the results was made at the Croyes
the r:il; t‘l:,e night of the poll, the 27th. Outside the building
doors Weralted an eager crowd. Punctually at eight-thirty
e opened—the dramatic moment ha arrived!
P ing Oﬁcer'

the
supper room the Shire Secretary and Ret
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Mr. Thomas Cowley, declared the result of the poll. From
every booth there came 2 “Yes” majority—Croydon, Croydon
North, Bayswater North, Warranwood, Kilsyth, Mooroolbark,
postal votes. The results were greeted by excited applause from
local residents, including the exhausted but triumphant Sever-

ance Committee.

The poll was
area of the new Shire
to 973. The total represe
1958 one—5,943 as compare
referendum was taken over an area o
the increase of 643 votes was hear

supporters.
wWwe're staggered by the results,” declared the President of
the Committee, Mr. Geale. “When Mr. Porter ordered this
. this is an indication of

referendum he asked for a big poll ..
n ratepayers 1o get their own

the determination of Croydo

Shire. All Croydon will now await anxiously Mr. Porter’s de-

cision.” Mr. Geale referred to the pamphlet jssued by Lillydale

Shire and said it had been a stimulus for people to vote either
did good. Mr. Geale

for or against the referendum, therefore it
they must not forget

added that in their moment of triumph
the two outstanding men—the late Mr. Rolf Jansen and the
late Sir George Knox—without whose help this great occasion

would not have occurred.

On December 7 Lillydale Shire’s new £65,000 Municipal
Offices and Council Chambers building was officially opened
by the Minister for Agriculture, the Hon. G. L. thndler, CMG.,

f brilliant sunshine.

LC. Theo ening took place on a day o t
M Bros ntg Cr. Glen Frost) spoke of the bnghtAfumﬁ
go

The Shire Preside 1
of the Shire, despite possible _severance of Croydon.
key was presented t0 the Minister and then the. official party
and visitors were inspection of the mew building.
Staff offices have wide windows; conducive to study, they are
furnished with Venetian blinds. Lovely views of the country-
side are seen from various parts; the beautifully proportioned
Council Chamber is one O Victoria’s best. Decor of the
building is functional, artistic and dignified. There are super
i uted gold velvet c1:‘xﬁains;d silverds%iipel:l
een hi and tan walls and waxe ack:
brocade, E7 gnificent building and an asset to Lilydale.

ing this event, Croydon waited anxioqsly for a de

cisggllgr‘:, ; %reakaway; previously, at the gleclaratxon of t.he poll

in August, Cr. Rechsteiner, when speaking for the Lillydale

Shire, had congratulated Croydon on its splendid victory an
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a record one. Ratepayers of the proposed new
said “Yes” by a majority of 4,490 votes
nted an even greater poll than the
d with 5300 cast; also, the 1958
f 2914 square miles and
t-warming to severance



thanked the Severance Committee for a clean fight. “I am
quite sure you will get the new Shire this time,” was his
opinion.

Croydon did!

Right in the middle of the Christmas rush, with folk thank
fully beginning to wind up business for the ycar, frantic
shoppers trving to locate inexpensive yet handsome gifts, house
keepers wondering if the duck would turn out a genuine
roaster, and all knocking off for a split second to starc dreamily
about at thought of that beach holiday, there came the.mcctmg
of Executive Council (December 20). The Governor (Sl_r,D“].]as
Brooks) made an order constituting the new mumctpalmé‘
Later the Minister for Local Government (Mr. lf‘qrter) state
that “the new Shire would be created by cxcising thmsgg
squarc miles from the Shire of Lillydale consisting 0 Croy o
and the surrounding district. The new municipality had bggg o
necessary because of rapid development.” The l.naugurauﬁer e
the new Shire would be on May 24; Lillydale Shire had o

s ere
its spanking new administrative block for the ceremony. di?ild ed
would be nine councillors an €

d the Shire would not

into Ridings. | fant
i h grave ceremonies as weaning an 1
Included in such g T he oath of allegiance bY Tﬂl::

shire is the administering”o ey are sworn in.
ini h councillors when the S “11ors
Minister to the new it the Lillydale Shire Coun(:llgctu

matter of severance did not sp ) 1 e
for they continued to function with a single purpos “he lone

to their credit. Cr. Glen Frost was congratulated for

fight he had put up for severance.
i 61).
Lilvdale celebrates her centenary this year (19 for 8
it waz elusive fate that refused Croydon's first reg:;segie vous
breakaway in 1958, and with a goblin glint 11 herre o ean casily
eye handed severance over in 1961! So that thg p\?\!ell it's a very
be imagined remarking: “So you're going, eh.took y' rself
nice birthday gift for me! It's time youas' :
young ’un, and learned what worry really was:

old to bother with you any more.
Y way,

Many people have lingering regrets attli:‘g;gas o ¥ to M
ground cut away beneath their feet. Bu e thoroughfar:r and
hearts that despite the bustle of the shopplture 210 be gL,
the roar of the highways, Croydon In tht}al e , n
jealously from losing a garden,atmosp  ore are s lh s
streets and lanes of the people’s homei- o away in bus
pockets of wildflowers to be found tucke

g0

on the outskirts—lovely drifts of white shrub, creamy candles,
the dainty blue pincushion, flat little sundews, heath with its
red, white and pink bells found on a dry hillside, purple sarsa-
parilla trailing its beauty, orchids with faces of mixed coloura-
tion, and pittosporum with its heady perfume in early spring.
More wildflower sanctuaries are needed before a dreary subur-
ban outlook of rows of regimented houses gets a grip on this
lovely district; the flats of Croydon fill periodically with flood-
waters—then should we take nature’s broad hint and dam this
flood at the lowest level so that instead of the Dandenong
Creek receiving this precious water, Croydon retains it in a lake
as at Ringwood? There is a fine potential view for Croydon
with a background of blue mountains reflected in the waters
of a lake: trees could further beautify it, handled by a land-
scape architect.

The spirit of the new Croydon links itself with that of the
vanished aborigine and the wild life that once roamed the
locality; they stand poised and anxious on the threshold of

the second 100 years.

THE END
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