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1 Foreword

Foreword 2

CELEBRATION

September, 2001

This booklet marks the 40th Anniversary of the Ringwood Field Naturalists
Club. We, the current members of the Club, owe a debt of gratitude to its founders,
whose vision and commitment were responsible for establishing a club where

people with an interest in natural history and its fascinating diversity could share
their experience and knowledge with each other.

Over the past forty years, members of the Club have participated in a wide-
ranging program of meetings, excursions, camp-outs and other events which have
contributed enormously to the expertise to be found within the Club and provided

many great memories. We hope that some of your favourites are contained in the
pages of this booklet.

Let’s take this opportunity to celebrate our achievements and successes, and

look forward to a future where we can continue to enjoy and learn about our
wonderful natural environment.

Executive Committee 2000-2001

President : Judith Cooke
I/P President : vacant
Vice-President : Phil Daniell
Secretary : Peter Rogers
Treasurer : Ruth Christensen
Commiittee :

Doug Alkemade
Joan Broadberry
Geoff Christensen
Marion King

Jean Moy

Jean Neville

Committee and Librarian

WHAT PAST AND PRESENT MEMBERS HAVE SAID

Congratulations, Ringwood Nats., on reaching two score years. I owe you much for
friendships formed, for the lessons of life I have learned and for the many memories I
carry and value. Ted Schurmann

So congratulations R.F.N.C. on 40 years of active and pleasurable participation in the
study of a wide range of subjects - a very happy mix of the serious with a lot of fun.
Long may it continue so ... Joan Pearson

Our compliments to the members of the 40 year reunion sub-committee for their work
on the project and proposed celebration. We feel that everything is in good hands and
can only offer our help if needed. Doug and Ella Thomas




HISTORY (an outline of four decades of activity)
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Beginnings 2

INVITATION TO A MEETING

25-7-61

Believing that there are sufficient people interested in natural history
living in the area about Ringwood we feel that the formation of

a field
naturalists’ club in the district is long overdue. To remedy this |

ack we are

calling a public meeting to be held on Tuesday August 2nd in the fellowship
block of the Ringwood Methodist Church (just opposite the railway station
entrance, on the south side)* to consider the formation of such a club.

We are aware that such clubs exist in Melbourne but feel that many
people in this area who are quite interested are unable to attend their
meetings because of the long distance travelling required. We believe that a
Ringwood club would serve such people and could quite well co-operate
with those clubs. Our proposal to form a club here has the blessing of the
President of the Field Naturalists Club of Victoria and of the committee of
the Bird Observers Club.

If you are interested we would be glad of your attendance and help at
the meeting. We would also be grateful if you would pass on word of the
meeting to anyone you know who might be interested.

If you wish to know more details, please ring us at W.U. 5858 or
W.J. 3298.

We are

Yours sincerely,

Jack Hyett,

W. H. King,
Whitehorse Road, “Chalka”
Croydon. Warrandyte Road,

Warrandyte South,

A A Fosrd 2 - o
Cnr Bedford Road and Greenwood Avenue

AT THE MEETING

2-8-61

The authors of the invitation reprinted on the previous page would
have arrived at the designated meeting place not knowing what the response
would be. Imagine their surprise and delight when 27 people arrived, all
eager to hear more. This group comprised the nucleus of foundation
members of the Ringwood Field Naturalists Club. A list of the Foundation
Members (Senior and Junior) may be found in Section 3.

We do not have a report on this meeting, but in later years history
was repeated at a meeting at Yea which established a Field Naturalists” Club
there in 1972, and at which a group from Ringwood FNC participated. A
copy of the article from the Yea Chronicle is reproduced below.

We do know that some of those present met each other for the first
time, e.g. Bill King and Fred Rogers, Jack Hyett and the Schurmann family.
Lifelong associations were thus formed from which the Club and Natural
History in general benefited greatly. Paul and Marielies Fisch, who ran the

Hawthorn Junior Field Naturalist Club gave a lot of help with the
organisation of our Club.
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The Yea Chronicle Wed. 3rd May 1972

Field Naturalists’ Club

*
ENTHUSIASTIC YEA MEETING

Over 60 people attended the
inaugural meeting of the Field
Naturalists Club held in the
Parish Hall on Friday Night.

As well as a good local represen-
tation, there were visitors from
Alexandra and Mansfield and a
party of seven from the
Ringwood Field Naturalists’ Club.
All were welcomed by the
convener of the meeting, Father
A. Eames, whose interest is such
that his annual holidays are
generally spent on some nature
tour of Central Australia.
President of the Ringwood Club
is Mr F. C. Rogers, Principal of
Knox Park School, who has
written  several books on
“Australiana” subjects. He said
the party was happy to come to
Yea and assured those present
that through a Field Naturalists’
Club they would gain a wealth of
knowledge about this wonderful
Australia. The term, “Field
Naturalist,” covered a very wide
ambit.

As projectionist for the evening
Mr. Bill King confirmed this
statement by showing a variety of
slides picked at random. He said
one companion, Jack Hyett, “was
a bird man,” but other F.N.
interests covered geology, botany,
the study of mammals (in which
he himself was interested), flora,
fauna, etc.

Another speaker was Mr. Gordon
Coutts, who gave some advice on
the administrative and
constitutional set-up of a club - in
fact one of the first essentials was
the adopting of an appropriate
constitution. He said the
formation of a junior section over
his way had been a great success.

When a motion suggesting the
formation of a Field Naturalists’
Club in Yea was asked for, such
was moved by Mrs. L. Hatchell-
Brown and Mr. ]J. Aberton and
carried without opposition.

A steering committee of six was
decided on to attend to a
constitution and similar
preliminary matters before the
first regular meeting of the club
on the first Friday in June. The
committee will consist of Revs. Fr.
Eames and T. H. Pickburn; Mrs.
G. McPhee and Mrs. Hatchell-
Brown, and Messrs. J. Comerford
and ]. Aberton.

Mr. ]. Hyett, who is a Lecturer at
Burwood  Teachers’ College,
spoke briefly and promised that
Ringwood  would help Yea
wherever possible, including the
provision of guest speakers. He
stressed that in these days of
wanting to destroy everything, it
was essential that the balance of
nature be preserved.

As well as those mentioned, other
visitors from Ringwood were Mr.
J. Mulvaney, Mrs Coutts, and
Miss Christine Gray, all keen F.N.
members.

One of their best contributions
was the “gallery” they set up
prior to the meeting. This was a
splendid  collection of books,
P]1(’tf‘5, glassed butterfly
Specimens, stones and other f
of an absorbing subject.

A signature book was handed
round to all present, and a

successful meeting  concluded
over a cup of tea,

acets

Beginnings

From the outset, reports of the Club and its activities appeared in the local press:

IN THE NEWS

* * *

Heard about the Ringwood Field
Naturalists’ Club? Going great guns and
result of mutual interest in natural history
between well known naturalist and author,
Jack Hyett, and Bill King, of South
Warrandyte.

The beautiful nature photography in Jack
Hyett’s latest book, “A Bushman’s Harvest,”
was done by Bill King and his wife,
incidentally.

Other nature lovers indicating their
interest, the two founders called a meeting in
the Ringwood Methodist Fellowship Block in
August, and with adequate support a
steering committee got under way.

* * *

Meetings were arranged for every third
Wednesday of the month at North Ringwood
Methodist Hall and first meeting got off to a
good start with Mark Gottsch (Royal
Australasian Ornithologists Union) as guest
speaker.

Office-bearers elected were: President,
Jack Hyett; vice-president L Sebire; secretary,
F. Flentje, treasurer, W. King; committee, F.
Rogers and Mrs. E. Moore.

In October a constitution was adopted, an
excursion was arranged at Kangaroo Ground
and members rolled up their

sleeves, in conjunction with the Bird
Observers’ Club in preparation of their
splendid exhibit at Lilydale Show.

The November excursion was at Wonga
Park, and guest speaker at the November
meeting was Dr. Geoff Christensen (Native
Plants Preservation Society), who gave an
outstanding talk.

No December meeting because of the
Christmas rush, but January meeting as usual
on third Wednesday at 8 p.m., Ringwood
North Methodist Hall.

Idea behind the club is to supplement the
work of old-established clubs like the Field
Naturalists’” Club of Victoria and the Bird
Observers” Club. Jack Hyett said many
people interested in nature feel the night
journey to Melbourne too far, or else they
mistakenly feel they don’t know enough to
join forces with the experts.

For these people the Ringwood Field
Naturalists’ Club could well prove a stepping
stone to a closer contact with nature, so
necessary for the mental health of people
who live in suburban areas, or those rapidly
becoming urbanised.

“Without organisations like ours in
suburban and outer suburban localities”, Jack
Hyett said, “there soon won’t be much of

nature left for that closer contact.”

Interested? Well, ring W.J. 3298 for
further information.
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Here is a reproduction of an article in the local newspaper at the time the Club

was established:

THE MAIL, THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 28 1961

Page 9

SHORT COMMENT

By ‘LERWICK'

The recent formation of a
Field Naturalists’ Club in
Ringwood district is a forward
step as far as community
enterprise is concerned. There
should be plenty of scope for
naturalists in our semi-rural
areas.

The newly formed club
started off on the 20th with an
address by Mr. Marc Gottsch, of
the Royal Australasian
Ornithologists” Union. This is a
particularly interesting field for
study, for there is endless
amusement and instruction in
watching the individual and
family habits of the birds
around us.

* * *

In days of tension the study of
nature can be helpful in the
health of both body and mind.
People are very prone to think
that it is in the large and the
spectacular that we find our
inspirations, but there are many
who know that this is not so.

[ remember during the dark
days which preceded World
War 1I that the readers of the
London “Times” were amazed
to find a letter to the editor one
morning which drew attention
to an unusual bird which the
writer of the letter had seen in
St. James’s Park during his
morning stroll.  The writer of
the letter was Mr. Neville
Chamberlain, who was (then)
carrying an enormous burden of
responsibility.

Those who read the edition of
“The New York Times” which
is available in Australia will
have noted that each week the
editorials conclude with
commentary on nature which
constitutes what could be called
the march of the seasons.
Although it is a little bit long 1
am quoting the one which
appeared on September 3 in
full, and in wishing the new
club every success I trust that
the “N.Y. Times” editorial will
be a reminder that the matters
which will concern the club
members are matters of
worldwide interest.

* * *

“Of all the autumn migrants
perhaps the most remarkable
are the Monarch butterflies,
many of which are now
emerging from the chrysalis
stage on maturing milkweed
plants. For a few more weeks
we  will see the black and
orange beauty of their wings at
our roadsides and over our
meadows, colorful as day lilies.
Then, as nights grow cooler, off
they will go, southward.

“Incredible as it seems, these
big, fragile insects are as
successful at migration as most
birds. Those from the Northeast
go to Florida, those from the
Midwest to the Mexican border,

and those from the Pacific
Northwest to California‘s
Monterey Peninsula,

Sometimes they

travel single file in streams that
reach for miles. Sometimes they
go in flocks like sunset-colored
clouds. At night they rest in
trees, chilled and

almost
dormant;  when

the  next
morning’s sun has warmed and
revived them, they are off again,
southward.

“They winter in the sun,
slowly fatten for the return trip,
and when spring flows north
again they come with it. Their
wings faded and frayed, many
of the males fail to complete the
return, but most of the famales
survive, find milkweed plants,
lay their eggs, and die, their
cycle completed.  And Jate
summer  brings g new
generation of Monarchs, each
with the urgency to migrate.

“Why they migrate is a
persistent mystery. How they
find their way is still unknown.
But when we see them now,
over our astered meadows, we
are seeing one phase of one of
the most colorful of the great,
natural rhythms that mark the
year's season.”

£ £ #

Well, I've devoted the whole

column to the pew club, but if it

will help a worthwhile venture
then |

think it is space well
used.

' If any member of the
Pubhc should want any further
information,  Mr.

II}I'I,_‘U at
W.U. 5858 will be

glad to help.

The Sixties

THE CLUB IS ESTABLISHED

The Club’s inaugural meeting was held on 20th September 1961. There were 32
members present, among them such familiar surnames as: Coutts, Cowling, Fisch, Flentje,
Heddles, Hyett, King, Moore, Pridmore, Reid, Rogers, Schurmann, Sebire, and Walker.

It was down to business right from the start. Mr Hyett chaired the meeting and had
arranged for Marc Gottsch to come along to give a talk and show slides of birds.

Next, office bearers and committee were appointed:-
President - Mr . Hyett
Vice President - Mr L. Sebire
Secretary - Mr F. Flentje
Treasurer - Mr W. King
Committee members - Mrs E. Moore, Mr F. Rogers
Before the meeting was over, decisions had been made that had:-
1. Fixed subscriptions at £1-0-0 adults 5/- students
2. Arranged further meetings at the North Ringwood Methodist Hall
3. Arranged our first excursion to Henley Road
At its first meeting the Committee received letters of congratulation on the Club’s
formation from the Sunraysia Club (Mildura) and the Ouyen Club, both offering help if
needed. The Committee didn’t waste any time but made the ambitious decision to take part

in the Lilydale Show in November with a display of (1) Lizards and Snakes, and
(2) Wildflowers.

Another important initiative was the appointment of the Club’s own Press
Correspondent (Mr Hyett) who prepared reports for the local papers together with
invitations to join the Club.

Next we turned our attention to a Constitution, having first obtained Constitutions
from a number of other clubs. Our Constitution is based on the Bendigo Field Nats. Club
and a copy of the original (1961) version is held in the Club’s archives.

“.. . to further the study of Natural History
in all its branches . . . ”

It is evident from the records that the Club’s formation was well-planned and

thoroughly executed by an experienced and competent Executive and those firm
foundations have ensured its continued success.




The Sixties 2

THE FIRST YEAR

The second meeting, held in October 1961, was a members’ night when the
Constitution was formalised.

At the third meeting the speaker was Dr. Geoff Christensen and his topic was the
Preservation of Native Plants. A leaflet advertising this meeting survives.

HOVEMBER EXCURSION === To Hartley Hoad, Wonga Park
Moot at Ringwood Clock Tower, 1.0 p.m.
R / /VG-" /OO D Saturday, Movember llth,
NOVEMHER MEETING = Guegt Speaker =— fr,
F / E LD Subject —— oneorving n:uv: mldf:.owz;a?lnnmm'
Methodist Hall, Ringwood North
NATURAL’STS Hodnosday, Hovember 15th., 8,p.n.
CLUB

‘fhe Aub meots on the third Wednesday of each month at
the Ringwood Horth Methodiat Hall { oes sketch Hap on
last page). :

Subscriptions are £1 per annum for adultg ana S/ per
enmuz for fulletime student wenbers,

The Club is presenting a Hature Deplay at the Lilydale
Show on November 18th. Can you help with oxhibite?
NO VEMBEP I?é/ %or information about the Club ring w,y. 5858 op

i 87 8208, eveninge,

So, right from the start, the Club was fortunate in acquiring the services of excellent
Guest Speakers at meetings, some of them among the most eminent natural historians of the
day. During the next few months speakers included: Norman Wakefield, Roy Wheeler, Ted
Rotherham, Bob Warnecke and Jim Willis, to name just a few.

In January, 1962 the threat of bushfires caused the cancellation of the meeting. The
February 1962 excursion to the Don Road had Lyrebirds and Swifts as the objective. Fred
Flentje reported that “Lyrebirds mainly eluded us. They could be heard ‘Just there’ but were
not sighted where we had tea with the Swifts low overhead.” A Swift survey was held in the
Don Gap and the day concluded with the spotlight viewing of Glider Possums. This
excursion is an early example of the Club’s active part in expanding knowledge and
understanding of natural history.

In April 1962 the Club lost one of its Foundation members with the death of Mr Paul
Fisch from a heart attack. Mr Fisch, a distinguished naturalist, was also one of the earliest
members of the Native Plants Preservation Society. His name is associated with a rare
Greenhood Orchid (Pterostylis fischii). Only two months earlier, Mr Fisch had led an
interesting meeting when he showed movie films of the family trip around Australia and

illustrated how he took close ups of flowers with his movie camera. A feature of many of the

early meetings was the large bowl of native flowers grown by Mrs Fisch in her delightful
native garden. Mr Fisch, as well as being a keen Field Naturalist

was a friend to all, and the
Club perpetuated his memory by the aw

ard of the Paul Fisch Trophy at Photoflora.

The Sixties 3

As early as 1962, it was decided that name tags should be made available to assist
members to get to know each other. This practice has continued on and off ever since. Also,
it was considered important that the Club programme included special functions which gave
members the opportunity to socialise and become better acquainted. One of the most
popular has always been the Christmas meeting, which traditionally ends with a supper.

In September 1962 the Club held its first Annual General Meeting. The occasion was
marked appropriately when the Club became affiliated with the Victorian Field Naturalist
Club. The only change in Office Bearers was that Mr F. Rogers replaced Mr L. Sebire as Vice-
President and Mrs Fisch joined the Committee. Mr Jack Hyett was re-elected for a second
term as President and gave the first Presidential Address on the subject of “Hattah”.

“Mr King then thanked Mr Hyett who two years ago started the Ringwood

Field Naturalists Club with a small band of fifteen enthusiasts. In his many

fields of lecturing Mr Hyett had never failed to recommend the Ringwood

Field Nats club as a place of learning. The success of the club had
undoubtedly been due to the work of Mr Hyett.”

SPREADING OUR WINGS

The expertise within the Club in natural history photography was demonstrated at
Photoflora 1964. The Club had 24 acceptances in the 150 slides for Photoflora and members
gained two awards. This impressive result was announced at the Club’s first Camp-out to
the Cathedral over the Labor Day long weekend. It is probably not surprising therefore that
as far back as March 1964 the Club had a problem with the number of members’ slides
shown at meetings and a motion was passed limiting the number to six per member. The
Club continued to be actively involved in Photoflora every two years until it was finally
discontinued.

In February 1966, the Club’s finances, together with the rest of the nation, underwent
decimalisation and the annual subscription for an adult member changed from £1-0-0 to
$2.00; still excellent value in any currency!

When Jack Hyett completed his regulation two-year term as inaugural President, he
was followed by Bill King (1963-65) and Fred Rogers (1965-67). The Club continued to
flourish under their leadership.

Jack Hyett and Bill King were awarded the Club’s first two Honorary Life
Memberships at the Fifth AGM in September, 12&9’, well-deserved recognition of the
significant part they had played in establishing the Club.

Throughout the Sixties, the Club voiced its opinion on a number of conservation
issues, including expressing opposition to the proposal for a lake on Mt Buffalo.
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As a consequence of its affiliation with the Victorian Field Naturalist Club, the Club
became eligible to participate in the annual award of the prestigious Natural History
Medallion, whose recipients represent a roll call of the finest natural historians Australia has
produced. The Club has always taken a keen and active interest in this award. In 1966, Ros
Garnet, a nominee of the Club, was awarded the Medallion.

For a number of years during the Sixties the Club ran its own Nature Shows. These
were held in the lower hall of the old Ringwood Town Hall, situated on the north side of the
Maroondah Highway, nearly opposite the railway station. Audio-visual presentations were
used and live exhibits such as lizards were a popular attraction. The aim of the Shows was
to promote the Club and raise awareness of Natural History in the wider community. The
building was demolished in the late Sixties.

The Executive also decided to look into the possibility of contributing regular articles
to the local press on natural history topics, which could also be used to advertise meetings.
The Ringwood Mail agreed to publish articles illustrated with a photograph of 300-500
words on a monthly basis and Mrs Fisch wrote the first, on Cordyceps. Another initiative
was the formation of work nights; small groups met to explore specific aspects of natural
history in greater depth and to make recommendations to the Executive.

Such was the expertise and versatility of members that, on a few occasions when a
guest speaker withdrew at short notice, one or other member of the Committee would step
in with a back-up presentation.

In April 1967, the Club held its first camp-out to the Upper Thomson area.
Leadbeater’s Possum was seen at the camp-out, as well as eight different berry-laden plant
species.

In the same year the Junior Club was established and this required some changes to be
made to the Club’s Constitution which were ratified at the AGM in September, 1967.
Membership of the Senior Club comprised parents with young families, as well as several
teachers who taught in local schools. As a consequence, in the early years excursions were
often cancelled during May and September when they coincided with school holidays. The
formation of the Junior Club was well received, and in a very short time enrolments and

attendances compared more than favourably with those of the Senior Club. Me

etings were
held on the last Wednesday in the month, during school term time.

Jack Hyett was again elected President at the AGM in September, 1967 but, due to

pressures of work, did not seek re-election for a second year. Bill King w

_ _ as President from
1968-69 and then in September, 1969 Gordon Coutts became President as the Club s

aw out
the close of a memorable decade.,
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THE CLUB BADGE

The Club badge was introduced in September 1964. It had been decided to give

consideration to a suitable badge for the Club as early as the first meeting. Preliminary

correspondence from the manufacturers, Swann & Hudson, indicates that an early choice for
the design included the Common Pink Heath (Epacris impressa).

The final approved version displayed the male Golden
Whistler and the Cinnamon Wattle (Acacia leprosa),

which were common in Ringwood during the 1960s
and still occur in local reserves.

A simple design with black lettering on a yellow background for use on car rear

windows was also produced:

RINGWOOD

FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB

This was later replaced by a transfer which replicated the design of the Club badge.

The design of both the badge and car transfer were created by Mr
Jack Truscott, a local artist and Foundation member. The badge
was also used on the Club spoons and, from 1967 on, these have
traditionally been presented to Guest Speakers at general meetings
and, occasionally, used as gifts for members when they married.

Our emblem has been a credit to Jack Truscott and to the Club and has been proudly

worn and displayed by members. It has provided an instant introduction to other naturalists
when members have travelled, both within Australia and overseas.
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The Club was on a very firm footing by the time the Seventies arrived, and going
from strength to strength. The Club’s finances had attained the sum of $130.30. The formula
for the program of activities at meetings and field days set up at the beginning had proved
highly successful and was followed with few changes.

In September, 1971 the Club marked the completion of its first decade of operation
with the Tenth Annual General Meeting. The retiring President, Gordon Coutts, gave the
President’'s Address on "Austr%jielf ,azliifft Conservg{tzix()l/}i"s_ts”_ Also, Honorary Life
Memberships were awarded to Gordor{-Coutts and ogers in recognition of the
enormous contribution they had made to the success of the Club. Up to this time, a relatively
small number of members had served on the Committee and continued to share the burden
of responsibility for running the Club. It was doubtless beginning to be an ever-present
thought that new blood on the Executive would be welcome to help lighten the load.

Always the optimist, in his Circular No.35 (Aug. 1971) Gordon inserted the following
paragraph:

“Don’t forget for the meeting on Wednesday to put your name on a piece of paper stating
the position you hope to fill on the Committee then get someone to propose and second
the nomination and hand the paper to the Secretary. This is important as the Club cannot
function without a Committee.”

How true!

Despite any misgivings, over the next few years the Executive Committee organised

an ambitious program that included two camp-outs a year, one in January to the alpine

region and one in Spring when the wildflowers were in bloom. These events were generally

very well attended with upwards of 30 members present. The Club visited Baw Baw, Upper
Thomson and the Grampians several times.

One of the notable features of the Club at this time was the astonishing amount of
“cross fertilization” which took place with a wide range of other organisations, including
field naturalists clubs, horticultural societies, nature preservation societie

s, photography
clubs, nature study clubs, and so on. Club members were invited by different clubs to speak
at their meetings and we were fortunate in having a series of speakers from other like-

minded interest groups to give talks on a wide range of topics at our meetings. The result of

this constant exchange of knowledge and expertise was the enrichme

nt of experience in the
study of nature for all concerned.

In 1972, the Club provided assistance when it w
Naturalists Club in Yea.

years afterward.

as proposed to establish a Field
Close contact was maintained between the two Clubs for many
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The Club continued to be an active participant in the annual award of the prestigious
Natural History Medallion presented by the Field Naturalists Club of Victoria. The Club
was invited to nominate eminent natural historians. In 1970, the well-deserved recipient of
the award was Miss Jean Galbraith. In 1971, Cliff Beauglehole, who was nominated by the
Club, was presented with the Medallion.

In the early Seventies, there was some thought that the Club should publish its own
magazine. The proposal was discussed in Committee, when some preliminary enquiries as
to costs involved were initiated, then deferred at ensuing meetings in the absence of Jack
Hyett. Club members were asked to contribute articles, but after that, the idea seems to have
lapsed.

The Seventies saw some landmark decisions made at government level on nature
conservation issues. For example, the Club was informed via Gordon’s Circular No.33 that
there had been an announcement in the press the previous Saturday that the Wedge-tailed
Eagle, Peregrine Falcon, and Australian Goshawk were to be protected.

The Club continued to be closely involved with screenings in Ringwood of Photoflora:
in 1970, 1972, 1974, 1976 and 1978. In 1976, the value of the Paul Fisch Trophy was increased
from $8 to $20. Members were also successful in having slides selected for screening. A
share of the profits from the Ringwood screenings helped to boost the Club’s finances.

In 1974, the Club was presented with a shield by the Girl Guides” Association for the
excellent work done, largely by Gordon Coutts, in giving inner city Guides and Brownies an
opportunity to learn about nature. This activity was carried on over several years. A full
report on this project is contained in the Silver Anniversary booklet.

The Junior Club was extremely active throughout the Seventies, under the expert
guidance of Bruce Fuhrer and Christine Gray. Attendances often exceeded those of the
Senior Club and topics addressed ranged from Nature in your Own Backyard to Birds’ Beaks
to Insects’” Wings. Overnight Camp-outs were also arranged, (eg The Lerderderg Gorge
1974) with the juniors travelling in a chartered bus and the exemplary behaviour of the
children was noted on more than one occasion. In 1976, the Club acknowledged the work
done by ijlcetiliﬁ i(_F‘:hl"i‘sh T;y ;“w'alfcﬂhg them both Honorary Life Membership.

In 1974, the Club suffered a severe setback when the 1970-74 Minute Book, together
with the two earliest Minute Books (1961-1967) and other papers were lost in a satchel
accidentally left on a train. While much of the formal business of the general meetings can
be retrieved from other sources, the Committee meetings and much of the personal records:
members’ observations, reports, exhibits, slides, etc. cannot. Naturally, we would be very
pleased to have anything that members past and present may have in their possession which

could help to reconstruct those missing years.
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In October 1975, the Committee discussed the effects of daylight saving and the need
for blackout blinds in the Church hall. Bill King had put forward a proposal to the Church
Trust and the Club offered to contribute $150 towards the costs.

The Club held another camp-out to the alpine region in January, 1976. Forty-siX

members stayed at the Ski Lodge for the weekend at Mt Baw Baw. This outing was
described as a complete success in every way.

In 1976, the question of name tags again occupied the minds of Committee members,
with a suggestion that they be colour-coded to identify members of the Committee. At the
AGM in September, 1976, Bill King was re-elected as President for a second term.

In 1977, it was thought that the Club may not be able to engage outside guest speakers
on an “out of pocket” expenses arrangement for very much longer. Around this time, the
Club was fortunate in having a number of glass-topped display cases constructed, which
were used regularly for displays, including the SGAP Winter Wildflower Shows.

The 1977 recipient of the Natural History Medallion was Jack Wheeler. Club member
Ted Schurmann represented the Club on the Selection Committee.

The Club held its 200th general meeting on 12th April, 1978. This occasion was
marked by talks by three of its Foundation members. Fred Flentje outlined the Club’s early
years; Jack Hyett combined Anthropology and Astronomy, two topics not pre
covered; Bill King provided a nostalgic reminiscence of excursions

the High Country and many places in between.

viously
from Shoreham Reef tO

At the annual general meeting in
September, 1978, adult member subscriptions were raised for the first time from $2 to $3

During 1979, a Five Minute Segment was introduced at some general meetings,
allowing for brief presentations on specific topics. During the month of September, the Club

supplied material for a display at the Ringwood Post Office to highlight the issue of six new
bird stamps. At the 1979 Annual General in September, Gordon Coutts w
President, saying “I feel confident that with the Committee you

out the responsibilities entrusted to us”. In November, 1979

as again elected
also elected, we can carry

| . . a camp-out was held in the
Brisbane Range. The final meeting for the Seventies was the traditional Christm

with supper, and Miss Christine Gray provided the entertainment with
Northern Australia”.

as meeting,
a talk on “Orchids of

The Eighties

The Club began this new decade with confidence. It had developed an enviable
reputation and its members were active in a wide range of fields in natural history.

In 1980 Bill King was awarded the H. T. Reeves Trophy in Photoflora.

In October 1982 the Natural History Medallion was awarded posthumously to
Howard Jarman, who had been a Guest Speaker on a couple of occasions. The following
year (1983), the Club supported the nomination of its first President, Jack Hyett, for the
Medallion. Jack’s impressive dossier of books and other publications together long list of
talks and other activities demonstrated his outstanding contribution to natural history. Jack
received the award in 1985.

In the early eighties (1982), the Junior Club finally closed; letters of appreciation were
sent to Bruce Fuhrer and Beryl McCarthy for their leadership of the Junior Club in its last
few years.

In 1983, the projector underwent substantial repairs, and it was hoped that it could be
stored permanently at the hall to prevent further damage by constant travelling. Eventually,
a sturdy wooden case was made by Doug Thomas for the projector which afforded adequate
protection. (A new projector was purchased in February 1984 by means of a fund set up to
receive donations.)

At the February 1983 General Meeting Gordon Coutts introduced members to an
unusual “plant” group which he named Windmillacea. He presented a set of slides that
illustrated their evolution, growth habit, life cycle and, in particular, their peculiar
relationship with woolly four-legged “cocoons” which depend on them for sustenance.

Like all Victorians, members were greatly affected by the devasting fires of February,
1983 Ash Wednesday. A proposed Camp-out to the Upper Thomson at Easter 1983 was
cancelled because of the fire risk. An exhibit at the June 1983 General Meeting was a poster
of the dust cloud enveloping Melbourne. In February, 1984 the scheduled excursion was
cancelled because a Total Fire Ban was declared.

1983 was also the year when the establishment of an Alpine National Park was
proposed. This was supported by the Club and individual members wrote to the Minister of
Conservation emphasising the importance of protecting the habitat of Burramys, the
Mountain Pygmy Possum. Earlier (1982), a submission had been prepared expressing
concern at the proposed development at Dinner Plain.

At the September 1983 AGM, a proposal to amend the Constitution was put forward
to provide for an additional Vice-President and one additional Committee member (two
Vice-Presidents and four Committee members overall). The motion was carried.
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For much of the Eighties, meetings of the Executive Committee were held in different
members’ homes, on a rotational basis. Name tags for members continued to be a matter of
concern to the Executive, and a number of ideas were attempted, with varying degrees of
success.

Innovations to the Club’s programme were attempted. One of these was the
introduction of Study Groups on specific topics, such as orchids. Another was the initiation
of a project that assisted with the eradication of the environmental weed, Smilax, from the
Warrandyte State Park. This became an annual event from the early Eighties, principﬂny
due to the efforts of Cecily Falkingham, and continues to the present day with one excursion
to Jumping Creek scheduled during the winter months. This has been

a highly successful
activity, with the physical removal of plants and their m

asses of underground corms
adopted by the Park Rangers as the most reliable method of eradication.
Another annual event was the Club’s participation in the Wildflower Show run by

SGAP at the Ringwood Civic Centre. For some vyears, this was an important source of

additional funds for the Club, with the sale of tea-towels and other items

THE SILVER ANNIVERSARY

In 1986, the Club reached an important milestone in itg history being in operation for

| ame The Ringwood Field Naturalists
Club, Inc., with the award of its Certificate of Incorporation dated 10th June, 1986. The
) ne, .

question of the Club’s incorporation had been first raised in 1984. The Executive Committee
. . ive Com
had discussed the matter and arranged a Speci

a quarter of a century. It was also the year when it bec

ed | al Meeting for all members held in March:
1985 at which it was agreed to proceed to incorporation. Over the ensuin th work
g months,

and necessal“y a
‘ ' . rne]ldmel'lts t() l
( o1 lStltuth] 1. DUI lllg 19”“ |l]anS were p t in place fO] a SPECial Celebl"ltion ill SeptC “bt‘]

u C 21

programme for the

- ‘ ‘ Is. A special cake had been made
for the occasion and this was ceremonially cut by the Club’s augural President Jack Hyett
c sident, Jac yett

was carried out by the Executive on a set of rules

the 25th AGM and a Silver Anniversary booklet was produced. The
AGM included reminiscences by three Foundation membe
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Another important development in natural history was the Japan-Australia
Agreement in 1984 designed to protect waders during migration.

In the same year, it was reported at a Club meeting that artist and Club member Ellie
Pleasance had designed the motif on the Australian Olympic scarf.

In early 1985 the Dickson Crescent Uniting Church, where the Club had held its
meetings since its establishment, commenced extensive renovations. Bushfires again caused
devastation, particularly in the Anglesea area but, on a positive note, members were able to
report on the remarkable recuperative powers of the bush and the spectacular regeneration,
notably of orchids, which took place afterward.

At the AGM in September, 1985, Brenda Murlis became the Club’s first woman
President, and served a two year term.

Ron Norris presented the Club with a ceremonial gavel at the General Meeting on
11th December, 1985. The handle is made from a piece of turned Blackwood and the head is
a Banksia cone. The gavel has been used by the President to call meetings to order ever
since.

In November, 1985 the Club held its first outdoor meeting, at Sandy Bay in
Warrandyte State Park. This proved to be a popular event, and thereafter became an annual
fixture in the Club programme.

In March 1986 the Club received the first report of “hundreds” of flying foxes in the
Melbourne Botanic Gardens. Also 1986 marked the long anticipated return of Halley’s
Comet. Club members, the Davisons, (November, 1985) had extended an invitation to
members to view Halley’s Comet at their property near Emerald. A Club excursion was
arranged to visit the Planetarium to see a representation of this historic event and then on to
the Botanic Gardens to see the flying foxes. It was reported that an event organised at Stane
Brae to view the comet was expected to attract about 500 people. Over 2,000 turned up.
Club members were involved in the struggle to save Stane Brae and to raise funds to
purchase the property located adjacent to the Warrandyte State Park but unfortunately, these
attempts were ultimately unsuccessful.

Another conservation issue which involved the Club was to do with a bushland
reserve in Wandin North, opposite the Primary School. The Club conducted a survey on the
reserve. A letter was sent to Lilydale Council advising on damage and dumping of rubbish
in the reserve.

In July, 1986 the Club acquired its beautiful folding notice board, also built by Doug
Thomas. This is another example of how the Club has benefited from the special skills and
generosity of its members. The excursion scheduled for July 1986 was cancelled due to a

petrol shortage.
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With the Church renovations now well advanced, a letter was sent enquiring about
the possibility of a cupboard to accommodate the Club’s library. In January, 1988 the Club
was advised that a cupboard would be made available in the new extension to the church,
and by August, 1989 the Library once again became accessible to members.

During the latter part of the Eighties, the Club brochure was published for the first
time. In 1987, it was considered that the showing of Members’ slides would be enhanced if
someone were given the responsibility for their collation and presentation. ~Arthur
Farnworth undertook this task with great effect for a number of years. In December, 1987

Bill King reported that he had achieved a long held ambition to see a Glossy lbis, thanks to
the assistance of Ross Cowling.

In 1988 the cost for hire of the church hall increased from $48.00 to $60.00 per quarter,
to correspond with an increase of 2 hrs to 2 1/2 hrs on meeting nights. At the meeting in
August, 1988 Vice-President Bill King acting in the absence of the President, Gordon Coutts/
advised that Gordon was attending a ceremony at which he would be invested as mayor of
Croydon. During his term as mayor, Gordon was often he

avily involved in Council business
and unable to attend Club functions.

The final AGM for the Eighties arrived with P

ast President Brenda Murlis giving an
address on her trip to Lake Eyre. Average attend

ances at meetings in 1989 had risen from
just over 30 in the previous year to approximately 40, an indication of the Club’s continuing
viability.

Throughout the decade, Club members continued to take part in excursions to places
scattered across the State and to attend up to two camp-outs a year. Th ey continued to enjoy
talks on a wide range of topics from those who were

. R : . foremost in the field. These varied from
Jim Willis” presentation covering the many offshore islands around Australia to Ellen
dlla,

McCulloch’s talk on Nature in your own Backyard, which she describe

2 ; ; i d as the “windows t0
nature” an appropriate starting point for anyone wishing to embark Siithe Faad
ascin

absorbing pastime of natural history study.

In November 1989, the Club heard the good news that Honorary '+ T T—
Fuhrer, had been awarded the Natural History Medallion. ember, Br

ating and

During the past ten years, the Club recorded with regret the death of several
members, including Foundation members, while others had been seriously ill, their progress
and recovery duly noted in the Minutes. The decade of the Eighties eiﬁded Witl:g the
traditional Christmas party at the December meeting. As always, there was

nostalgia and to draw inspiration, then forward planning for the Janu
programme for the next twelve months.

opportunity for
ary camp-out and the

The Nineties

The new decade commenced with further thinning in the ranks of the Club’s
Foundation members when the Club was informed of the death of Nell Arnott. As the Club
was maturing, its membership was ageing. Members who had young families when the
Club was started were now becoming grandparents. Reports were also received of members
in hospital, seriously ill, particularly Fred Rogers with a heart attack.

The January, 1990 meeting included the ceremonial handing over of Club’s Golden
Whistler painting from past President Gordon Coutts to the current President, Bill King.

January, 1990 also saw the Club hold its first weekend at Mt Hotham, staying at the

Aardvark Alpine Lodge, courtesy of Ron and Betty Norris. Ron showed slides at the January
meeting to introduce members to the camp-out venue. Reports at the meeting following the
camp-out announced that even the weather had been well organised, the next day it snowed!
This popular venue was revisited in January 1991 and 1992. There was no January camp-out
in 1993, however a successful camp-out was held at Inglewood in November of that year.
One of the highlights of the camp-outs at Inglewood was Bill King’s success at bringing owls
close to the camp-site by playing tapes of their calls.

Club members continued to attend the VENCA weekends and in March, 1990 Ken
Ward reported on the weekend hosted by Geelong FNC.

The members of the Executive decided to promote the wearing of the Club Badge by
wearing it themselves.

The award of the Natural History Medallion remained of considerable interest for the
Club. In 1990 Ellen McCulloch, a past member of the Club, received the award. Life
Member Fred Rogers was awarded the Medallion in 1991.

Throughout the Nineties, Club members roamed far and wide, returning with stories
of their adventures and reports reflecting their range of interests and observations. Members
were able to share in experiences of remote areas not otherwise possible. For example, Ron
and Betty Norris had attended a ceremony when the “Dig” Tree was disinfested of termites
where they were the sole representatives of the “general public” among a plethora of media,
politicians, and other dignitaries.

One of the Club’s Honorary Life members, Bruce Fuhrer, continued the tradition of
producing books with the publication of ‘Rainforest Fungi of Tasmania and SE Australia’. In
addition, there was Noel Schleiger’s book on “Roadside Geology” and Arthur Farnworth’s
insect photography and commentary were published in Geo magazine.
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The 30th AGM took place (9/91) with little fanfare, a vote of thanks to all recorded in
the Minutes. It was stated that this was a happy club, where enthusiasm was generated from
the top, by the presence and continuing contributions of members like Bill King, who had

shared their knowledge of how to be a good naturalist, which was appreciated by everyone-
Pleasure was expressed in his recovery from illness.

The 1991 proposed camp-out to Inglewood was cancelled. The outdoor meeting that
year was held at the Norris's property, Rubida Park, in November. Members welcomed the
“Flora of Melbourne” which was launched in that month.

Throughout the Nineties, issues of conservation acquired an increased status, at the
same time taking on a feeling of urgency. Locally, attention was focused on the last area of
indigenous bushland in Ringwood. The Club received notification about the draft
Environmental Policy for the City of Ringwood and shortly afterward the Conservation
Strategy for Croydon. Of more widespread concern, attention was drawn to a list Of
endangered species which was published in “The Age”.

The Club supported like-minded groups with donations, annual subscriptions and

correspondence on a number of environmental issues, e.g. the proposal for redevelopmerIt of
O'Donohue’s land at Anglesea, and the Chiltern Ironbark Forest. A $30 donation was made
for the Natual History Medallion, and a similar amount to the Possum Lady,
work of her Boronia refuge for sick and injured wildlife.

Late in 1991 an investigation of Public Address equipment commenced, and the
Club’s PA system was purchased in March, 1992, ’

to assist the

The 1992 Christmas meeting had an addition to the festivities with a visit from Father
Christmas (Ken Clark) distributing gifts made by Mother Christmas (Elva Clark).

In the early Nineties, our stall at the SGAP Wildflower show was discontinued for @
time. This represented a significant loss of revenue to the Club. 1993, it was therefor€
found necessary to increase membership subscriptions for individuals to $10.00. The Club
participated in the Wildflower Show one more time in 1995, which was the final year it was
held.

The Club received the news that Albert Law was ill, and a report on the death of Ted
Harrison, Foundation member of the Benalla FNC and an early guest speaker. The Club
was also informed of the nomination of Dr Jim Willis for the Order of Australia Medal.

The Club’s 400th Meeting took place on 9/11/94 and was held outdoors at the Traills’
property. Alistair spoke and showed slides and tapes of frogs. The evening culminated in
supper with a cake made by Ruth Christensen to celebrate the occasion.
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It was decided that the library display at meetings should coordinate with the
forthcoming excursion in an attempt to encourage borrowing. Bird and Plant lists for
excursions were introduced. Members who went on the excursion to Glen Nayook were able
to observe Imperial White Butterflies emerging from their cocoons, a bonus after the walk
through the beautiful fern gully.

The monthly meetings continued to provide members with a wealth of information on
natural history. For example, there was Bill King's talk on the Wonders of Nature and
Arthur Farnworth’s on Life Through the Lens. John Seebeck made yet another return visit as
Guest Speaker, collecting a 5th Club Spoon. Members’ reports indicated changes in the
environment over the years as well as new and unusual sightings, such as a visit to Wilson’s
Promontory by Loris Peggie where she saw the Aurora Australis.

At the June 1996 meeting, Bill and Marion King gave their final joint presentation to
the Club, on Birds and Bird Calls. After a long period of steadily declining health, Bill died a
few hours later.

In the Nineties, a new generation of members who had acquired much of their
knowledge of natural history from those who had founded the Club was beginning to take a
more active role in the running of the Club. In December, 1995 the first issue of the Ringwood
Field Naturalist Newsletter was produced and this publication has continued twice a year
ever since.

At the March, 1997 VFNCA Weekend at Falls Creek, the Club officially took on the job
of becoming joint hosts for the March, 1998 weekend, together with Upper Goulburn FNC.
A Working Group was set up and a venue found. After a year of careful organisation and
hard work, a very successful programme was carried out. Over thirty of our own members
attended and were involved as speakers, leaders of excursions, and many other important
responsibilities. The weekend gave a welcome boost to the Club’s finances, with a share in
the profits.

After seeing the name tags worn by members of Upper Goulburn FNC at the VFNCA
Weekend, yet another attempt was made to provide Club members with name tags, this time
incorporating hand coloured reproductions of the Club badge.

The excursion to Edwards’ Point in April, 1998 took the form of a structured shell
study under the leadership of Noel Schleiger and Dorothy Mahler. A survey was carried out
and a comprehensive report prepared of the day’s findings.
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As a result of the interest generated by this excursion, members were invited to the
home of Geoff and Ruth Christensen in August, 1998 to view their extensive collection of
shells. This event also provided members with an opportunity to identify shells in their own
collections. This was an interesting and worthwhile event for all who attended.

In the early nineties, increased membership was reported, with around 40 people at
meetings. As the decade progressed, there was a perceived reduction in attendance as SOmeé
members moved away, or moved on to other phases of life. This emphasised a need for
strategies to improve our viability. In 1999, with membership numbers continuing gradually
to decline, the Committee decided to develop initiatives to promote the Club and try to gain

new members. A Working Group was formed to manage this activity and planning
commenced to mount displays in various local libraries: Croydon, Knox, and Ringwood in
the following year. It was also agreed that the Club would participate in the 2000
Maroondah Festival with an information booth and display.

Towards the end of the Nineties, the Club once more honoured two of its members fOr
their outstanding contributions by awarding Honorary Life Memberships, to M
the September, 1998 AGM and to Doug Thomas at the September, 1999 AGM.

As the year 2000 approached, despite many dire warnings about the Millennium Bu®
and other disasters, Club members, along with millions of people across the world, took the
opportunity to reflect on the past, to celebrate our achievements and to look forward with
anticipation to the dawning of a new century. 1999 ended as usual at the December meetings

with the traditional Christmas programme followed by a time of fellowship around a table "
the hall laden with a sumptuous supper. &

arion King at

A New Century

2000-2001

Throughout its forty year history, the Club has successfully maintained its
consistently high standards, enabling its members to extend their knowledge of natural
history in all its diverse branches. As we look to the future, we may wonder what role the
Ringwood Field Naturalists Club can play in the society of the twenty-first century. With
numerous demands on our time, it is sometimes difficult to fit in recreational activities such
as the exploration and study of natural history. As Ross Cowling said: “Life gets busier, we
do not spare time to ‘stand and stare’ as we used to do. This is to be lamented.”

Undoubtedly there will be challenges to meet. With soaring petrol prices and an
ageing membership, it may become necessary to focus more on what there is of interest in
the local area. We are extremely fortunate in having a wide choice of parks and bushland
reserves conveniently situated within a short distance which we can use for this purpose. As
pressures increase on natural habitats all over the country, our voice on conservation matters
will become more important.

Many people find the rapid changes in technology, with its tendency for “information
overload” hard to keep up with, but perhaps the Club can use the latest innovations to reach
a wider audience. We may discover exciting new ways of getting our message across to the
broader community. Computers may provide opportunities for different kinds of
presentations. Perhaps we could set up our own web page on the internet.

Clearly, the Club is still attracting new members who are interested in learning about
natural history. As they begin to make their own discoveries they too are filled with wonder
at the extraordinary diversity to be found in the natural environment. This was evident in
the response of some of our most recent members who experienced their first field excursion
earlier this year. It was a timely reminder of the power of the natural world to enthral,
astonish and delight.

Hopefully, there will be more cause for celebration as we move ahead. The Club will
hold its 500th meeting in less than two years, and will reach its half century in 2011. It is
appropriate that the final word should be that of our first President, Jack Hyett. Sadly, we
lost Jack in this our fortieth year when he died on 21st July. At the conclusion of his talk on
“Field Naturalists of the Ringwood District” delivered at the Silver Anniversary meeting,
Jack expressed the hope that in another 25 years someone else will give such a talk. As the
Club enters its fifth decade, perhaps we can plan to adopt this goal to ensure that Jack’s wish
is fulfilled.

Judith V Cooke
President 2000-2001
Ringwood Field Naturalists Club, Inc.
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3 Members

OUR GREATEST ASSET

From the outset, it was immediately apparent that the success of the Club was
principally due to the people who became members. They brought with them a
wealth of experience and enthusiasm which has continued to serve the best interests
of the Club throughout its history. Listed below are those who joined in 1961:

Members

HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS

In its fifth year, the Club recognised the need to acknowledge the outstanding
and sustained service given by some members and awarded the first two of its

Honorary Life Memberships. There are now eight members who have received this
accolade:

1966 Bill King

1971 Gordon Coutts

FOUNDATION MEMBERS
1 Aird, Jean 25 Martin, Muriel
2 Anderson, Shirley 26 Moore, Alan
3 Arnott, Nell 27 Moore, Emn
4 Clarke, Harry 28 Moore, Gwen
5 Clarke, Jean 29 | Moore, Serene (Mrs E)
6 Collis, George 30 | O'Connor, Mrs B
7 Couper, Murray 31 Pearson, Joan
8 Coutts, Gordon 32 Pridmore, Maisie
9 Cowling, Ross 33 | Reed, Eira
10 | Fisch, Marielies 34 | Rogers, Fred
11 Fisch, Paul 35 | Rogers, June
12 Flentje, Fred 36 | Schurmann, Mrs (Snr)
13 Flentje, Mrs F 37 Schurmann, Mrs T
14 | Gray, Christine 38 | Schurmann, Ted
15 | Gray, Mrs 39 | Sebire, Lou
16 Haase, Hans 40 | Sebire, Mrs L
17 | Hall, Beth 4 Sheldon, A F
18 Heddles, Mark 42 | Smith, Alan
19 Heddles, Mrs M 43 Truscott, Audrey
20 | Herry, Peter 44 | Truscott, Jack
21 | Hyett, Jack 45| Walker, Mrs
22 King, Bill 46 Wilson, Esme*
23| King, Marion L‘M
24 Mackie, Mrs E

Junior Members

1 Clarke, Helen 7 Moore, Lindsa
2 | Coutts, Tony 8 Pridﬂm;\
3 | Cowling, Julie 8 | Schurmann, Marion
4 | King, Margaret 10 | Schurmann, Richard
5 | King, Robert 11| Schurmann, Susan
6 Martin, Stephen 12 Smith, Graham

*Esme Wilson was a journalist on the local newspape

“Space Monkey”.
during the early years.

¢ As far as has been possible, a cumul

and this is included in the Appendi

Her membership of the Club ensured that its

r, writing articles under the pseudonym of

activities were well publicised

ative list of all members has been produced
ces.

771/ 197¢

194 Fred Rogers 1976 Bruce Fuhrer 1976

Christine Gray

1998 Marion King 1999 Doug Thomas

As well as recognition of their work by the Club, three Life Members have been
awarded the prestigious Natural History Medallion:
Fuhrer in 1989, and Fred Rogers in 1991.
received the OAM.

Jack Hyett in 1985, Bruce
On Australia Day, 1997 Jack Hyett

The character and reputation of the Club has been greatly influenced by these
members, and virtually all members will have been introduced to the many

wonders of nature, especially birds, mammals, plants, ferns, orchids, fungi, mosses
and much more by them.
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We take this opportunity to thank each
given their time and effort to making the Club

SERVICE BY MEMBERS

@ It is virtually impossible to provide a comprehensive list of all the very

important and special contributions made by members over the years. Below are
just a few:

¢ Service on the Executive Committee (a complete list of members who have
served on the Committee is included in the Appendices)

+ Leaders of excursions, camp-outs and other outings, such as the annual
Smilax eradication project in Warrandyte State Park

Speakers: members have contributed significantly to the Club programme,

with individual talks or short presentations on Members’

phenomenal range of topics

+ Authors of books: members have authored, co-author
for books on natural history;
various periodicals

. Libra'lry: members.have held respor.lsibility for purchasing, cataloguing, and
Frograms, Newsietiers other pomtngin o

. S a’valuable arcl’xive ¢ Fhe Clllet)l(;nlis tt::s material has accumulated to

" Srior Club, tis emerpise wols ey e pone o membersof the

g o s i b pbictons andprceniaiors

embers’ ‘o
beauty of our natural world €IS” appreciation of the

Nights covering a

ed and photographed
others have had their work published in

in the local press

+ Setting up the hall for meetings, and cleari
7 n . .
and often unseen task performed by membegl,'su pafterwards: an essential
Storage and Use of Equipment (Pro;
R jectors, PA S ‘ .
Providing venues for outdoor meetings: a numgzie;? ’ d‘ijplay mate.rlal)
have l:.)een held at members’ homes, in a bush envirou?r:l tdoor meetings
¢ Cate'rmg: (_Zhristmas suppers, and other special events V?,nt g

poss¥b‘le without the plates of eats provided by membersou not be
. Audltlpg: each year prior to the AGM the Club’s books requ; .

and this task _hgs on a number of occasions been carried ou(} b“'e auditing,
Reports, .Exhlk'nts, Study groups, Displays: members’ own exy members
observations, interests, and collections have regularly for dpel‘lt?nces,
part of the Club’s programme yormed an integral
+ Willingness to share knowledee in ar '

eas . :
members 8 of interest/ expertise with fellow

and every memb
i er who has sy
what it is today, 1as s0 generov

4 The Club Year

TRADITION AND CHANGE

September

¢ The Annual General Meeting; the year’s achievements are celebrated and the contributions of
members acknowledged. The Presidential address.

¢ The newly elected Executive Committee meets to plan the program for the forthcoming year
¢ The Spring Camp-out, or

October

¢ The Spring Camp-out, or

¢ Club members attend the VFNCA Spring-Time Get-Together, or

November

¢ The Spring Camp-out

¢ The General Meeting is held at a venue outdoors, perhaps with a barbecue followed by a
spotlighting walk

December

¢ The Christmas meeting, when a “Members’ Night” is generally organised and everyone
gathers afterwards to socialise over a delicious supper

¢ No excursion is held

January

¢ The first meeting of the New Year.

¢ An excursion (sometimes a weekend) often to the alpine region, to escape from the heat. (A
day of Total Fire Ban, however, will cause the excursion to be cancelled.)

February

¢ The Committee (sometimes a smaller Working Group) meets to address any particular

projects during the year which require more detailed planning, e.g. Displays in Libraries or at
Community events, Club milestones, joint ventures with other Clubs

¢ The excursion is often to the Point Wilson region, to see the waders before they commence
their long migration to the Northern Hemisphere

March

¢ Club members attend the VFNCA long weekend

April
¢ Some Club fixtures may be rescheduled to avoid the Easter holidays.

¢ Asaseries of interesting speakers are invited, members may become inspired to learn more
about a particular topic, and patronise the Club Library, which always has an appropriate

collection of books on display at meetings

May

¢ As the cold weather approaches, excursions are restricted to half a day at nearby venues, such
as local bush parks, to reduce travelling time.

June

¢ Attendances at meetings may drop off, as some members travel to warmer climes. A
Members’ Night may be held.

July
¢ Nomination forms for Office Bearers and Committee are distributed at the meeting,.

August
¢ Nominations are received, the Club’s books are audited, annual reports are prepared and the
Club’s business placed in readiness for the AGM.
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Excursions

Full day or half-day excursions are arranged for the weekend following the
monthly general meeting. An attempt is made to alternate Saturdays and Sundays sO
that as many members’ needs are accommodated as possible. Over the years, the
Club has explored a diverse range of habitats, from the mountains to the coast, across
much of the State. Some areas have been visited only once, while we have returned to

others repeatedly. A full list of the excursions, with dates and set out by region, 15
given in the tables below:

GREATER MELBOURNE (EAST)

Locality Visitl | Visit2 | Visitd | Visitd | Visits | Visit6 |
Visit 7 Visit 8 Visit 9 Visit 10 Visit 11 Visit 12
Visit13 | Visit14 | Visit15 | Visit16 | Visit17 | Visit 18
Visit19 | Visit20 | Visit21
Beenak Apr 64 Sep 65 Apr 66 May 68 Nov 69 May 71
Sep 72 Aug 73 Apr 76
Birdsland Res. Mar 97 Apr99
Black Flat, Warrandyte Oct 85
Botanical Gardens, Melb Jan 96 Apr 01
Braeside M Mar 93 Oct 95 — |
Bungalook Jun 98 e e
Cardinia Res. Jul 89 R E—
Churchill NP Feb 73 Jul 79 Jan 89 hices | - T —— |
Coranderrk Apr 62 Feb 83 —_—
Currawong Bush Park Jun 01 e R RR—
Damper Creek Res. Jul 97 g S SEHTSSE, I S———
Dandenong Police Paddocks Oct 00 s W (SEN—
Dexter’'sBushl/ParkerRes May 00 —
Doongalla Mar 83 Oct 87 Junoo | T —t— -
Edithvale Wetlands Dec 89 Apr 92 —
Exeter Road Res. Sep 82 e (S DR
Ferntree Gully NI’ Sep 80 D e NN (-
Fifth Hill Warrandyte Nov 71 ot | —t—ou | [
Gembrook, Woori Yallock Sep 64 Apr 72 ____________'_'"‘“‘-—‘—-_________________..—f-
HartleyRd, Wonga Pk QOct 61 S_LP__()_Z______________—"""‘-————____ I
Henley Rd, Kangaroo Gr Sep 61 Juned | —4+——o |
Hundred Acres Res. Oct 79 L e | T
Jell’s Park Jul 92 -________________“_‘"“‘-——-.___________________,...-f
Jumping Creek Aug 64 Aug 67 Whﬁ““‘-‘ P
Jul 81 Jul 84 Aug 85 Jul 71 Aug 72 Aug 80
Aug89 | Sep9n | Jumor | AUB86 | Sepsy | Aug88
Jun99 | Jul00 | jug; | 8% | Mayos | jul%4
Kawarra Garden Mar99 | —  — —— |
Koomba MDP May 89 ___‘“‘(“--1—_________‘“_‘&““‘“ (e——
e Kl (o : Y Jul 93 Febgq | ————
Kurth’s Kiln (see Shiprock) Jun 79 WH‘_““‘“ T

GREATER MELBOURNE (EAST) cont

Locality Visit 1 Visit 2 Visit 3 Visit 4 Visit 5 Visit 6
Visit 7 Visit 8 Visit 9 Visit 10 Visit 11 Visit 12
Lysterfield Apr 65 Apr 81 Jun 83 Jul 85 Apr 88
Lusatia Park Rd see Beenak May 63
Maranoa Gdns Jul 69
Mrs Fisch's Garden Oct 62 Dec 65
Mt Evelyn Sep 67 Aug 71
Mt Lofty, Warrandyte SP May 98
Murchison Falls Nov 75 Nov 80
Museum Jun 71
Olinda State Forest Sep 83 Aug 84 Jun 96
One Tree Hill Nov 83
Picnic Hill Res Aug 98
Planetarium Mar 86
Shepherd’s Bush Jun 93
Sherbrooke Forest May 65 Jul 68 Apr 70 May 72 Apr 73 May 75
May 76 May 77 Jun 78 May 80 May 01
Shiprock Falls see Kurth’s K Jul 75 May 86 Nov 96
Silvan Dam Feb 63
Strathewan Nov 63 Nov 64
Studley Park Jun 92 Apr 97
Sugarloaf Res. Aug 93
Templestowe Nov 72
Wandin Nth Apr 80
Warrandyte NP Mining Res Jul 73 Aug 74 Jul 01
Warrandyte NP Pound Bend Aug 78 Nov 99
Yarran Dheran/Hillcrest Jun 81 Jul 88 May 95
MORNINGTON PENINSULA
Locality Visit 1 Visit 2 Visit 3 Visit 4 Visit 5 Visit 6
Visit 7 Visit 8
Baldry’s Res. Sep 84
Baxter Sep 70
Briars, The Dec 86 Dec 87 Jul 90 Jun 95 Feb 00
Bushrangers Bay Mar 85
Cape Schanck Apr 87
Coolart Jun 88 Apr 91 Feb 98
Green'’s Bush (Flinders) Nov 92 Jan-01
Jack’s Beach Oct83
Langwarrin Oct 86 Oct 91
Port Phillip Bay Feb 97
Portsea Jun77
Rickett’s Point Feb 89
Shoreham (Reef) Sep 63 Feb 65 Feb 71 Feb 77 Jul 82 Mar 88
Aug 94 Mar 96
Sorrento Apr 84
Stony Point Oct 80




Excursions 3  Excursions

GIPPSLAND cont
Y{‘RRA VALLEY — — — Locality Visit 1 Visit 2 Visit 3 Visit 4 Visit 5 Visit 6
Locality sttt 1 VESE[ 2 Visit 3 Visit 4 Visit 5 Visit 6 Tarwin, Lower Jan 74
: XlSlt77 Visit 8 Tooradin May 70 Jul 95
Badger Welr - =B 6 | Feb91 | Jun97 Walkerville Jui76 | May 79
Britannia Cree | a)’8676 2’0" 68 Jun 69 Jun 70 Mar 72 Jun 76 Warneet Sep 68 Sep 69 Aug 77 Aug 81 Aug 83
an ep 89 Wilson Botanical Pk Jul 98
Buttermans Track,Yarra Glen Jul 64 Apr75 -
Wonthaggi Oct 98
Cement Creek Jul% Warrowitue Forest, Tooborac Sep 76
Cheviot (see Tunnel Hill Mar 91 ‘ ' : P
Chum Ck Rd Oct 63 Oct 64 Feb 67 Jun72
- - Jun 73
Dixons Ck (Cutting) Jul 62 Aug 62 July 63 Aun G 3 VICTORIAN ALPS
Jun 75 d ugé9 | Nov7a | May7? Locality Visit1 | Visitz | Visit3 | Visitd | Visit5 | Visit6
DonRd Launching Place Feb 62 Visit 7 Visit 8 Visit9 Visit 10 Visit 11 Visit 12
Glenburn Feb 75 Visit 13
Healesville \S/arlllct. May 64 Dec 69 Aug 97 gda Tret;] = l}/lar 8954
Jehosephat Valley Apr 69 arnswell Plains an
Kalatha Saddle Jun 67 Nov 70 Baw Baw (Day) Jan 99 Jan 00
Killara/Seville Jun 62 Aug 65 Ben Cairn Mar 80 Apr 82 May 90
Kinglake NP Apr 96 May 99 Blue Range Rd Mar 76
Kinglake NP/Toolangi Dec 62 Jul 77 Ma Cathedral Range May 84 May 87
82
La La Falls Apr77 X Jul 83 Jun85 [ Jun8b Donna Buang Mar70 | Nov8 | Feb96
Limestone n Sep 85 Fernshaw Jul 72
Mt St Leonar: Mar 63 Mar 77 Feb Gladysdale Oct 72
Murrindindi Oct 68 Feb 92 Ni)v7985 Apr79 Jun 84 _A_Ll&_q(.)., Glen Nayook May 73 May 78 Mar 81 Apr 85 Feb 87 Feb 90
Paul’s Range Jul 66 — Jan 95
Seville Railway Apr 95 — I Lady Talbot Drive May 97
Siberia Rd Nov 90 e S H—— Lake Mountain Jan 64 Jan 65 Jan 68 Mar 74 Jan 78 Jan79
Skyline Rd/Buttermans Tck Nov 76 | Jan 80 Jan 81 Jan 84 Jan 86 Jan 93 Jan 94
Steel’s Ck (Tarrawarra) Apr71 ] Jan 97
Stockman’s Reward Jan 77 R:h“”” Mt Margaret Jan 67 Feb 70 Jan 88
Tarrawarra/Yering Oct 67 — — | Powelltown Jan 82 Nov 91
Toolangi Mar 69 Mar 71 ERE--—"""/ Starling’s Gap Jul 70 Jul 78 Mar 84 Nov 85 Dec 88 May 91
Tunnel Hill Nov 86 Apr 90 mwh—ﬂ-ﬂ/ Thompson, Upper (Day) Nov 65 Apr 00
Warburton Mar 75 Jan 72 ER%——-""’/
Wilhelmina Falls Aug75 | Jungo H‘R_“—j// NORTH-EAST
Wombelano Falls Kinglake Maré66 | Julgo e N Locality Visitl | Visit2 | Visit3 | Visitd | Visit5 | Visit6
Ya":a Glen Aug 68 ] [ Benalla Oct 62
Yellingbo Maré62 | poceo— Tt — Eildon SP Dec 85
Dec 64 e t———— | I
‘&K McKenzie Res. (Alexandra) Oct 97
GIPPSLAND — Yea (Highlands) Aug 74
Locality Visit 1 m 5 Yea (Wildfow] Rookery) Oct 78
v » S . P ——
vasit? | Visits | yerS | Visitd | vimrs ] vieit6
isit 13 isit9 Visit 1 .‘S"t it 12 GOLDFIELDS
Cranl?ourne Bot. Gdns May §3 wx 0 Visit 11 Visl Locality Visit 1 Visit 2 Visit 3 Visit 4 Visit 5 Visit 6
Gurdies, The Aug 99 \k Nov 89 oo —— . N Oct 74
R 2] Sep9 Elphinstone
Inverloch Jul74  T—5— \}i Julgg | Sep 98
Labertouche \A%\ —— ] Heathcote ep
‘ 8“ 66 | O3 S\R ] Whipstick (Day) Sep 77
Cargg | Nov8s | o8 TN e [ A
Mt Worth SP Ty 5| Ot | ocop | Sep™
Phillip Island | A7 TR | At e— |
Powlett River May 9 %\k Nov 97 y—/
—k M'] e SE—




Excursions

GREATER MELBOURNE (WEST)

Locality ‘ Visit 1 \ Visit2 | Visit3 | Visit4 | Visit5 Visit 6
Visit 7 Visit 8 Visit 9 Visit 10 Visit 11 Visit 12
Altona (Saltworks) | Noves | Feb74 | Feb76 Feb 79 Feb 81 Feb 95
Altona Saltwks & You Yangs | Nov 81
Blackwood Ra | July 67
Brisbane Range l Sep 66 Oct 71 Nov 78 Oct 93
Cheetham Saltworks Feb 82 Jan 83 Feb 99
Cherry Lake Feb 72
Gellibrand Hill Oct 94 =
Long Forest Res Sep 96 i
Organ Pipes Apr 89 Rug8e | T
Point Wilson Jan 70 Feb 93 = (]
Spit, The - Werribee Feb 80 Feb 86 L Apry: | Nov9g S
Werribee (Farm) Mar 87 Feb 88 L I
You Yangs Nov 67 *—W Mar 90 Dec 90 _—’/9/0,«
Zoo (Melbourne) May 94 —XP 77 | Jul8p May 81 Jul 86 | Jun 2 —
N ___.L-//
BELLARINE PENINSULA
Locality B
Breamlea Visit 1 Visit 2 Visi - : ’\41'15/1;6/
Cape Patterson Febor | —1—=13 | Visit4 | Visit5 feties=
(& - 2 ________-_-—-
Edwards Point M__ [ e
- Novgg | ——Ff—u | /
Pt Lonsdale e 00| (e
= ‘ Marg7 | —f— | /
St Leonard’s (Corio) | —
1 aprog —— | [
=
THE GREAT OCEAN R
Local: OAD
| Localit
Airey’s Inlet Vst ©
Anglesea | Visit4 | Visit5
U
Sep 93 )

6 Camp-Outs

FIELD NATURALISTS AROUND VICTORIA

One of the highlights of the Club’s program every year is the overnight “Camp-
out”. Generally, camp-outs have been held over a normal weekend, but occasionally
they have been extended for a public holiday long weekend or the Easter holiday.
These events provide an unparalleled opportunity for Club members to become better

acquainted and share their knowledge of Natural History in a more sustained manner
than is possible at other times.

In the early days, tents and caravans were the rule, and later the use of bunk

style facilities. But as time has gone on, it has become necessary to choose places
where a selection of more comfortable accommodation is available.

Members have many vivid and happy memories of camp-outs they have
attended. The first Club camp-out at Cathedral in 1964 was the favourite camp-out
for one member. Others remember the first camp-out they attended (perhaps the
Whipstick), or the one where they were able to see something new (the Gaines
property near Wedderburn), or where the natural environment put on a spectacular

display (the Brisbane Range, Mt Samaria, or the Grampians). Visits to the high

country (Baw Baw and Mt Hotham) were always popular. For some camp-outs, eg
the Black Range, Cowarr, Doone Res, few details are available.

These camp-outs have taken members to virtually all parts of the State, and

enabled exploration of many different habitats. In this section, they have been

grouped according to various regions as follows:

%
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THE GOLDFIELDS

Other Camp-Outs
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The Bendigo Whipstick (September, 1968, 1971)

Jee
Rushworth 1982 - For the whole W*°

recorded 79 species of birds. 5
4 '1"1\
Which made the weekend would : Sped

Black |- . Red-cat
Honeyeater, the nesting e -

. e
| With one of (he Bronze Cuckoo© egh ke

| : - o -
known g the White-bellied Cuck 5-
the Dig, : Gar
am “iretan a J ity
ond Firetail. Leader Char

Quail Thrygh, the Litle Cuck®” ghrike

y Cgcm“

MELBOURNE (AND ENVIRONS)

The Cathedral

The Camp-out to the Whipsti 5
A hipstick Are : =
north of Bendigo held at Fhe enéi\r;af - Sunday morning Wwas hm,;lfliliqertw
?}eptelmber (1968) was attended by 49 sunny carly, i | UTLt.hl; L,J; zlul-hun i
(-30]3 2. ares s 3 = lll'l Mrds. e =
= Saturda)’ = although Windy it :]I:v1 L.\I\()lilri]ik:i\l\_l, nd it C(n‘n]'l’ll,‘i'lt,t.
It was quite SKY ¢
v N quite -
S*r’iz?l‘l and_ the people separated into rain about 1 p.m. qory about
l" l parties and explored the ares - If you haven’t heard the = el an
:::;:C; was I']djl in PatChES (}f Orchids’ [)a\'l_’ Lll'i\'iﬂ}; .'I]l'lng .'“1 l“:.; l—]'n o “rhcel
be‘inn }irnctiossof'i ' major, the plan couni being surprised at seeing d “*:. _ The
thek;%ird c(;i:':fml!;y 0f 50 species, whist overtaking him, ask Ron ]'I;mrt. axle
- The Presidemwgs‘,lapp.mXimat@lY 30. President located the “”l»\% I",'P jo0, A
camp-fire meeull ng, organised g Glossodiq major within a 50 mile I‘m.lil"f ol [t;lqinf"— n 4
were  asked t([:g ‘I’here Memberg soon had the car rolling a&°
: ‘ re ;
Impressionable nagyre aeti the mogt wheels. o SofiiiB on :hD
had seen or €Xperience et that they - Don't be just a Naturalist l‘ ’ FIEL
N next  Camp-out and be
! :L " we l'ctﬂ
\\ Naturalist. 6. Coutts gec

Forest (s
- e

¥ Ct I
o8 s e Ober 1978, October 1982) et we

(The first Camp-out - March 1964, March 1982, October 1984)

- FIELD NATURALISTS CAMP OUT
i First Campout of Ringwood Field Naturalists Club
T i was held on Labour Day weekend behind Cathedral
| cowmBDRAL LA L Mountain, in the Buxton-Taggerty area. Nearly
s ’ ot seventy members and children took part in it as well
X as two parties from Benalla Field Naturalists Club.
B g e The camp site was in a splendid stand of Viminalis
o 0% ’é and Peppermint gums and bounded by Little River
. q) E with the rugged Cathedral mountain towering in
; o g the background.  Weather was perfect and
;k ; s barbecues worked overtime.
i ;{ 2 7 Excursions were a highlight of the Campout and the
é -_::IE i Fauna Group, led by Club President, Bill King in
?; i g sur\!t?ys of the neighbouring Blue Ranges,
3 s § sputhghled.num_bers of Greater Gliders, wombats,
Y ‘39 wallabies, ringtail possums, an Owlet Nightjar and a
o Powerful Owl with a ringtail possum in its claws.
':“‘.: Bird-watching walks were led by Mr. Jack Hyett,
A “ and bush walkers scaled Cathedral Mt. under the
‘ "“':_ leadership of Mr. Gordon Coutts.
L— e

Figure 1 Locality Map

ing above the
\d butterflies
Manna
also

Greater Gliders were .«;pnl]ighled feed
camp at night and by day the bees at :
(including Imperial Whites) rejoiced In the
Gums, in full bloom. A swamp rat colony )
received its full share of attention from the cﬂ'Tlp{be'
while jumper ants made their presence et ?t ::mLttl,m :
An interesting presentation  was madu]l (I-'ield i
Ringwood Club on pehalf of the Bene json
Naturalists Club by its secretary, Mr- b Hﬂrr}i o;
of Warrenbayne. [t was a group of pholugra}%l;im
Sugar Gliders (Petaurus breviceps) and] |
(Brushtail Phascogales) feeding together on 1(:1{ {}In
The pictures were taken at Wﬂrf”"b?}me :il Sugar
Harrison explained that the Brushtails (lm d::adlv
Gliders were popularly supposed 10 ,ji feediné
enemies, These unique pictures o.f thtﬂn were:'i 8
together on the trunk of a Peppermlﬂi gHt "
complete refutation Orf\;i‘\"; ;jh—ﬁ:: ;H 12th March 1964

- &

thedral camp-site, the first Club Camp-out

Figure 2 C

it - Cathedral
pird L = 13. Grey Fantail
14. Superb Fairy-wren

White-faced Heron

1 yias red Scrubwren
. te-browe
2 Straw-hecked !bls :(5 ;\1}:::11 Thornbill
3. Masked Lapwing sckatoo 2 White—thl‘l‘ﬂtt‘d Treecreeper
4. Yellow-tailed Black C 17 d Wattlebird
katoo 18. Red Wa e
5. Gang Gang Coc n-headed Honeyeater
6. Cri Ej. »n Rosella 19; Browt Spinebill
. Crimsc Kaburra 0. Easter p? ik
7. Laughing Ko© ;l 21, Australian Magpgular
8. Superb Lyrebir 22. Australian Magpie
9. Blackbird 93 Pied Currawong
10.  Scarlet Robin ;Z} Grey Currawong

11.  Golden Whistler |
12.  Grey Ghrike-thrust
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MELBOURNE (AND ENVIRONS)
Reef Hills / Mt Samaria &

Other Camp-Outs
Reef Hills (September-October 1972)

From the Midland Highway o Suggested Program
Warburton (March, 1 turn left 3.1 miles before ' ot [ Rn Fri2oth Sept
, 1975, 1984) Benalla, then travel 1.8 mile . N LA ¥ a) Early arrivals welcome at 11 Salisbury St
Brief R, : n!nng the Warrenbayne Rd. ' | ? _';_- \-____JI' b) Benalla FNC barbecue tea at campsite
eport on Ringwood FN.C’s Cam out t sl Fﬁmpsilu is 0.6 miles along | ‘v cane 'y e 9:::_;1 _",_f_"':'\ﬁ c) 8:?)0 Miss Jean Galbraith - Alpine Plants
Fourteen people att P 0 Warburton 9-12.3.84 Tower Rd at Wattle Rd corner. ! -:Z\e‘ji.« s // o (in upstairs theatre, old building, High
Warb ended our Labour Day eek Nl ot e School - Barkly S0 )
rburton, eekend camp on the banks of the Yarra River at .’f‘.:;..,f,{:( %‘.\.\“ Sat 30th Sept
The area w. Held together with members of Eaven el a) Until 11:00 am Reef Hills Ramble
€ cam . * ¢ . HigLs . o
- ped on beside the river wag an ; Benalla, Yea, and Latrobe | i \/ :: k "L‘w i b) At 11:00 Excursion to Tiger Hill (East of
identified. The highlights be; 3 an ideal place for bird-watching. Fifty species were seent Valley FNC. 73 Mavispedd Tatong) or, Mt Samaria - a rough steep
Parrots up and ¢ B being: many sightings of atching. hifty spet ol <€ e th
; . S E . C KNG arvenbha e MNidiov.a .
and feed; Own the river, Ryfoys Fantail 8s of a family of Rose Robins, the noisy flocks ¢! King ) {MUGRS ) | Sun 1st Oct - To be arranged
e . 118 spp = . e "
see "8 young, just behind oy ¢, seen daily on the track, flitting through the folias® above Figure 1 Locality Map
n or . am 4 : : :
1tWo occasions and P, Satin Flycatchers alc ) : whipbird
Plamsrns two Large-billeq g s also feeding young, the Eastern Whi}
. Visited during the three g crub Wreng, )
reek - € da O @
eek - Beech forest walk - ferps d)’S were: Big Payg Creck... & lored Cement
- Spotlight; and fune;j - fire re-generation arca explored
ghting) ang 181 Mt Donna gy f 1o visit

ane ¥ Vil . rid vl
ang, Ben Cairn (day-time visit and event!

the
Reefton Nature Traj
fton.

AH ¥ C p p t 2
NNO 1
h v blted lhe C m ex [e.‘)sed h(.

l at Ca]np REE

planned ani .
nteresun It gratify
8 pro atitude > ; ; . W
came for 3 day — pdgram for the Memberg } to the organisers, Ron Norris and Ken Clark W J¢
aye TS w 1 ' . K
s ved on ¢ 0 attende . Y e
eekend ang Other com s > keis SPotlight S, Special thanks to Charles Compton "
Xpertise on he Timents, found ; "M8- Special thanks also to K ho, in spite of a busy
‘-’ashes Ime to s also to Ken who, s ..
In Spite attend f, ez JHIG
of one raday equipped witl fly net to shart
bullan Member ? pped with butterfly n¢ )
o ts nest (ang Wi ently whist]ing up Mt Samaria (October 1999)
reek in geq OW Syprrs a Gol ive :
r or der o — PROGRAMME
at ¢hof an elus; Porting 4 very g " Whistler whilst standing on a very ¢
attendey Ve Roge Rob; y Swollep ank & n icy
ObIn, it yyaq ¢} and another member slipping Lol L Saturday - am Drive to start of
A8reed tha g, ' TR 1 whe Back Creek Falls track. Walk to

Falls (approx. 3 km return)
- pm Drive to start of one of the
three walking tracks (about 1

: am
W km apart) from Mt Samaria Rd
. to the summit of Mt Samaria. "
Sunday - am Drive, then walk,
to Wild Dog Creek Falls and s
view point (about 3 km return)-

Other varied bush walks ; b ) e o/
in particular W& .

. 7
famp was thoroughly enjoyed by <

el N

Orchids

leading nowhere F 4 Bi d
lg'Ll]‘(-} 1T

are possible from the camp.

Figure 3 The Summit

ORCHID LIST

Caladenia carned
Caladenia concolor
~ Iadenia gracilis ‘ ‘ )
Eg;g:‘{’”m f]-" (more consultation needed for positive 1D)
Chiloglottis velidn
Coriybas (leaves)
Diuris parting
Clossodia major
Ph-msh,fﬁs Im:g;_ﬁﬂm
pterostylis jonticola

g7 Y 5o : Figure 5 Locality Map
Bk o A - \‘ul’th !
walk up Blowha rd was

I]gu re ] The




HIGHLANDS
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Mt Baw Baw

Other Camp-Outs

Mt Hotham (January, 1990, 1991, 1992)
January 1965, 1966, 1969, 1971, 1975, 1976

x A Y B
MOUNT T =
IGGINBOTHAM 7:“ v % i
" Wetar tants {4 %\ “ © Rl
- z . Fragrant Bush e = *
NATURALIST CLUBS MEET ON BAW BAW PEPpt‘T (DHH‘!_I!S ]‘;irﬂphh‘ri), the I. rag {._')]1'1}_!‘&.‘,\’ Pea 3 = ".
(Pultenaca muellern), Mountain = [‘;u:‘“‘ Pine I -
On a weekend late in January this year [1965] (Oxylobivnm— alpestre), ;\-qunl‘?m el Myrtle — :
several members of the Bairnsdale Field Naturalists’ (Podocarpus  lawrenced), Mountain - He
Club joined with members of the Latrobe Valley and

Ringwood Clubs at the Ski Club Lodge on Mt. Baw

=~ ;ma
e ps hinipne Coprost
(Baccken wrnmiana var. latifolio), Shining F
Baw.

erlastings
(Coprosma  nitida), two  shrubby L‘]\ :1:1113(1i:,\"
(Helichrysum Tookeri and thyrsoidewn) an
Bushes (Olearia pilogopappa and m’,\‘fih’l" dce-flower
€en Smaller plants noted were the Alpine Ric
nge

wood

qt\

Journeying up on the Friday afternoon, much of
interest was observed along the roadside betw
Moe and the mountain top. At the foot of the ra

Bon
the Christmas Bush (Prostanthera lasianthos) ma

vz
v

; s ny (Droselt

(Pimelea alpina) and the Alpine buI‘I.Lli%t“\-fh"“‘r"‘d

ith i . dps B —— | arcturi). The clumps of the pretty white itractive

wonderful show with its flowers ranging from white 8 W | s lacten along the crecks made att

through various shades of pink. Further up the hify | | .

the roadside was lined w

ants
: = camera  studies

ith magnificent tree ferns

and myrtle beeches

1 { -
but the abundance @
; thereabouts mtimidated the writer. - i
| N | i A npsy
were be;,mmn}, to  show Dianella tasmanica flourished in large clump
themselves.
Looking out from Tanjil Bren the white trunks of

the dead Mountain Ash trees

hills emphasised the devastat
bush fires, but the gloriou
hydrangeas at this point arou

i) ane

gelia al
Perching Lily or pincapple grass (Asteli dlj I the

H \\'il
the Dwarf Heath (Pentachondra !’_’_””’M)h‘ _‘,P|;.g;hu.“:‘
Mountain wood ruff (Asperula guonin) mn:}r‘;nlw tov
of white with their flowers, We were a PP

on the surrounding
On caused by the 1939
s blue coloyy of the

" ks
i (Aardvark = 19) Figure 3 Drumstic
Figure 2 Locality map
55 i rark Alpine Lodge
S Figure 1 Aardvark
sed our admiratigy,. late to see flowers of Caltha intraloba but plal |
A member of the ski clyb became gyr guide here present. ‘ | L wer:
and IEd_ the_way up jhe last few miles of e A.few Silver Daisies ((vhum_n.. g Bloon
mountam—-thl_s part being 4 seasonal roaq only coming into flower and other dldlhll..h : :pm'hi‘f’””’)’
After our arrival at the lodge we hag only a few were the Violet Flea-bane (Frigeron M|3|uu ottle
minutes to look around before being joineq by som Bi"ybutlnns (Craspedia uniflora)and i
of the Latrobe Valley memberg who = <

X ; were
originators and organizers of ¢ ¢

aisy (hrg(’nop.‘mm stipitata)
he whole e

Ferns were not v
Were

e seer
[Rbs

th :
ery abundant but Jiferonst

pril 1980, 1988)
. (1
Common Shield Fern (Polystichum P!

) o anc
Alpine ey, (Blechmm  penna - r)m?)
. Nt‘ck]. o Fo I Tabellifoliven). LS
In the morning those presen; walked g ace Ferp (Asphmmnl_ﬂnbt ! Exocaris i "
road to meet the rest of the party Own thy, Only one or two specimens of F- 4 e Jwi
were very pleased by the aburzd{m;m ;lue and e our quarry on the Cobberas trip, an 3
Alpine Mint bugh (Prostantherg a,“:num:fr’.')U ]ihe sh(?w Coprosing Punila were found. g ceessty
Veronica nivea on the banks 4] - ety ligle he orchig hunters were not very = i Al -
admired 1S along the roadside were finding o1y ¢ - Prasophyls (st Jothi® ioure 5 Ghost Fungus
P 1 ) e & only twq m(mntmn_ aso fid (C.‘Hh}} for Figure :
ter lunch al sallied fory, up the creek iy Py ang the Green Bird Orc¢ pecimen ,
flowed from the top of the Mountajy Past th, ‘;-'hich coriita) Which, incidentally, was a new sP* Iy - . ite with snow
wl 3 5 e lp s ot 3 - ; si
:‘11 er et Under the EXperienceq Buida R e el PP e Higres Gatn
iss Jean Galbraity, much of interesy Wasts Nce of A Very pleasant evening was  SPe v tl .
. i ol L 3 f, ,
?ll plants were na:ned for oyr enlighienmentmﬁ,la“d Vlt‘wmg a fine series of slides prov Id:ilc“' oW |r
VETe numeroysg plants strmge h + here Visitore : . fow miles de
: OUs ag thay, o 018, and second] travelling a e unes
Brow on our own Mountaip €Y did ngy the ) ye Lightmg ©" o
i 4N to '® Mountain g . little spot-ig og*
Interest wag the Baw B * fParticm din to carry out a li E e .
av : ar 2 . : . L bre Jhic
altractive greenish req. ellv; ey wiy its yer :}e leadership o ;. Bill King and Mr gsum WP ut
always growing nrmmdyﬂ el flowey Ilearly o et hoping to see 1 eadbeater’s P Nooje® e M B B
Gum. In Open spaces the'S::fyll:ia'lse of a tad Snmi hiflS - ]l'!cated abut 20. miles away aLti the thrB W i fﬂ J 4 N
: » 1 opni] i s ; . Ve
cclandine) it g tiny }3mslr1ty ULHI‘I "Pilirion NHouge. hough the young Mountain Ash an foun ¥ A - (78 ]
from whiy € Howerg . OTest provided 11 o itat all we
The A i: e (l;i‘b.].ue. Was COmmen 4, anging ringhi}l)‘ wided {he right habitat 0 d I (5 ] /4
; Pine Orites (Opjeq lancifoliq) aPpealing_ ails, ountail put Ba |
‘}uwer was everywhere and R; + A gre i“Ea-h ¢ Next morning we crossed over the m narf"w.ﬂle
ust coming 4 Conyj . ASCi a4 : <] a i
:men ti 16 Into fy) bloom, } Elllthlis Wag _ Lmatmg valley down which hurried Is aw I 4in
; 1ant-‘d, the Rock Heat, - le ) Sigh €ep crepk with beautiful rock pook Uuut}ti
e ba " He : y i : 1
cerage of w1 (E patyghyer® Plrophi ! ol Ty oo~ annd the Mo
coverage of vwhi 0sa) oq., nd ' this area was an
IBE0F Whiterto gy, ) BAVE 5y ove laden; e » Veined
the Snow Gums hag CITain, The - Veral) ) la (Caladeniq alpina), the Ve = of
apparently ey h1 |m£ Te8enerateq from . Whicl, i,ﬁly””’t"” venosa) and Grevillea ””5“.,;1.::»;118 vi wMt.
The mﬁ m;t“arlitts Was NOtewq gy Mases of [ kr()m the Summit above we had @ I:1d R
C7VETY apen J -ake . caas U st
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Other Camp-Outs
Holey Plains

Moondarra (September 1997)

September 1996

Holey Plains State Park
covers an area of 10,000
hectares  of mostly
Banksia—Eucalypt Open
forest and woodlands
BIOWINg on a series of

. ; rack
A short W'ﬂlkm?’- t;ue
minute:
(Tkm, 20 : ' Gwamp
around H'AI‘I‘IL‘! 5 <ting
# provides an intere

(0
walk and a l:I: to
: opportunity to llb]ife in
low sandy ridges. The frogs and observe
park,  proclaimed in e Sowrains
1977, Protects an | the swar b
extreme?y high diversity The kg SWEIEE
of native florg and - ; k (3.2
abundant wildlife, yhije Walking Trac tarts near
providing  for busgh- 1.5 hrs returl‘l)df’ l1‘33 s 10
walking, PiC-niCking, | the tower an n the
camping  ang other
activities,

i
¥ the largest swamp
'. park.

c"l]king track round the Figure 6 Walhalla
Wam | e

A Canl 8] . : 15 at?
Hrhck (& tally ﬁmedl) tﬁ Long Ridge Track and Wildflower Fioure 5 What Bird is That
Pl'ln “;!th Stops and deviag :1) Stradbm € Road, thence to Holey '

WO wali I (1 m‘lunch‘( O Water hero . -‘ri
Mins, ang G Sl't MVailab)e ater here either,
cam £ Sw,

" Danksjy |
amp eturp, 5

orest loop, 1 km, 20
fEKm oy

n | al, 15 hrs. Return to
Lavy,
rackg, (the e

alnp \,ria I Z
11essum fﬂad< We Came in ‘m:g“Rldge i West Bnundary
Pichic g W ang | follgy,. Stradbrg Road, thence to
areq fiy, bll‘dg{?] lh{:-](;‘ader
pm Rt‘lurn to ¢ “hang luy {
E ck

route iny, Merrimans
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7 Special
Projects
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Special Projects

A x . I ! S l S . 1 ti] I I ] |

-1 -1 f ] ) s a B '1(:1(1]] I ] ake GO dOI‘l COuttS as

j Ca rveve f r reas ver uiaes B‘{ es 101 ure E'l} t lc 1rn 2 I W l d
ere | ! N’:t : roie i i i 1 V ai }’earS. A detal e
G‘)]‘u ) Y Ovvn‘l.ble fOI tcl iS p Oj Ct, Wthh COIltI]'lUEd fO sever

. areas }. inCiI.,anY responsl

ifi 5 ‘hff "‘]ﬂf C as o

gnl 1Cc ]1t Su y Orf C

0 g v booklet. The children who
e Anniversary k [ : "
l i in the Club’s Silver : iy AR
. f those areas, €.8- I-eport was 111cl.11ded 1 o oailis. BErHAE with familie . m. We !
o T glﬁtmLy . bm P ti 'p"lted will now be young . 1 ained was recalled durin oW
enon Selatiaset arblcl l( never know if the experience they g g g g
‘ pro ab y

eneration.

: d on to the next g

interest in the Australian bush pesse et o T was
ik up and an inter ition of support and assistance o

as produced: on the tradition of sup

Club members have taken part in a number of s

the years which have contributed to knowledge

e Faunal survey by members which exten
Powelltown area (1960s)

e Flora survey of Cheong Wildflower Sanctuary - the following list w

e (arrying
Supplement to Circular No. 42 of Ringwood Field Naturalists Clyp,

i i ubs, e.g.
i 1d Naturalists Clubs,
lished, by providing assistance to l;evg Fie
stablishe ! sminporc. do | |
: s The néi Benalla Field Naturalists il e Bk, e
List of Plants recorded by F.J.C. Rogers and R.L. Cowling at the Ringwood Field Naturali s enils Fld Nt it Clus. O ——
survey of Cheong Wildflower Sanctuary on 17 October 1971. — e Involvement in the ted organisations was set up In e nfion, Bt TRl
i i D, -l
FERNS DICOTYLEDONS {cont) 5 t-pea it oFinteres " Temp]estowe i 0 c
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L e Screw Fern Daviesig Virgata
Pteridiim aquilinum

i Mr W. Radden. The Club includesi information
Omlqltteit‘:rlz show at Camberwell Civic Centre in 1985.
at then

2 : (s
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' e
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MONOCOTYLEDONS 110N Bracken | B
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Platylobiyn fornmosun; *
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8§ Speakers & Topics

The Club has always endeavoured to find
topics. They have covered subj
found in nature.

of

ide r’mge

speakers to present a wide fe i
CL— iversity

ects which illustrate the extraordinary di

From the outset, the Club was able
edge of Natural History study in Victoria,
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oy 1 ? C r
g , T €Y Mulga” ‘Dagger :
Mgﬁna like 5 ‘Black’ ‘Catkin’. ; C(’th
‘8ned: » (Non-'Glandulicarp?

: . 1i8 ‘SW ) ’
o S can ¢ s armsl ’ eet
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. 2
Speakers and Topics

‘ k “A Field Guide to
if all that means nothing to you, then Cl[:mdsfr;:fously denied that the
7 a c Iaon
; .NOW 1 les” is still available! By the way, Go ver to a member of this Club.
Victorian Wattle ’ k had any connection whatsoe Alan McEvey (6/65) Owls,
reference to ]Umpmg.Jic ere equally as varied, such as Johnson (4/71) Birds and
Talks about Birds w / (4/70) Lyrebirds, Reg Johr Howard
irds, Albert Law birds of Melbourne,
e ) Blrnd Beryl Richards (2/73) Song f Prey, Bob Swindley (11/77)
i i 1 Cockatoos and (5/79) A @ Murlis (4/91) Whither the
Jarman (8/75) Parrots am~ (5/84) The Bird Atlas, renda Menkhorst (5/97) Orange-
Waders, Margaret Blake};) Preserving Bird Skm?; Pet;;‘arlene Lyell:(19/98) Birching
Wader, H Plowright (4/ lloch (2/98) Wetland Birds,
McCullo
bellied Parrot, Ellen

eakers and the
] ceer number of sp
in the Qutback, Maurie Str s e 7 B
1 Repti
Mammals anc

Iways a memorable highlight. Af'gong ];111;
mens wasaWc. . olev (4/68) Dasyul‘l ae, bo
(3/62) Snakes, PatrICIa‘V\;O (7/};1) Native Rodents, Tob
groups were Jack Hyett " e, Norman Wakefiel

] Resec ’
Warnecke (2/69) Sea pridmore .
5, Peter Cowli
2 las, E
k (7/74) Potoroo 87) Koalas,
(S"e/(’? :;)C Reptiles, Keith Every (10/

istory of Bats. (4/84)
2 tural History bv Bruce Fuhrer
' nsden (7/98) Na ; ents were covered by
Possums, Lindy Lur v yironm
. ing to
Topics relating

et Cla] I‘ie HandreCk (10/9 ?) Marine
[ | '( e NOF
B ween th 2 1 1 S, M

(8/2000) Bird Families.

. .Ve S ecl
occasional inclusion of li %

. Is, Adam Gaines
Fl) o 3:10 the Possum Lady, (4/93)
O!

arine en
man (1/92) Octopus:

.o for Molluscs.

I
Aressed by Judith Cooke (6/90), Noe
ad res

Z0ol and (4/
. | and Palaeontolos 00) Tortoises (Jack Hyett, 6/64),
Geology ' hbold (6/00)- Turtles and To _ tones (Bram
Schleiger (2/93), Neil At - o were Colour in Gemstones (
Schleige a ard, 5/75), 7), Microscopics (P
= . Films
Making Australian

ry, ‘
ack Montgorme 2/94), Bush
d their Art (J1C_ Fish (Neil Armstrong 2/
/75), The Arand | 10/84), Native
DaWSOn, 7 ’ ] ’
lugs (A
Genery, 2/83), S

' - is Banks, 6/98). ‘
niell, cies (Chris . —
DZ of Endangered przadth of Australia, many 0
: I
2 7/97), Car
Foods (C Burton, o ih
As members

e length and
cited:
-{ \Ilslte(— -
5 they hac #Cook’s
reflected the plac(e:ﬁz) A Oilya
Mrs Dacy (¢ 6/72) b
noted, this was follow odt CaPricom’ .
gave a talk entitled “Below

e unusu

a an

Coutts
) {”. As Gordon

King Islanc

Tour of

a ”Klllg O
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Bill King also told i
g us about The Little Desert (9/64) and Wyperfeld (9/65), Jack

Hyett (9/68) the Ever

Central Australia, andi;'c;;;?ﬁe }illnd (10/73) Cooper’s Creek, Gordon Coutts (9/ 70)

Pat Emery (8/85) and Doug Al ke inders Ranges, Bruce Fuhrer (6/80) The Big Desert,

Safari to the Northern Tegr it emade. \3/98) The Kimberley, Margaret Travers (8/87
ritory, Phil Daniell (12/87) the Bungle Bungles, Arthur

Farnworth (5/89) K
12/91) Western Queensland. Members who
gions

akadu, Bruce Burton (
d, as well as G

' uest
ove‘rseas. Jack Hyett (11/76) Gala
Guinea, Gordon Coutts (9/ 89) The .
(2/96) Antarctica. Jack Hyett ret
talk on his travels (4/ 75) .

Spe

) peakers, presented talks on different re

chos [slands, Jim Willis (3/72) A Trip to New
1 : i
ent, K Harris (1/91) Patagonia, Rod Mackenz®

ned from hig +r;
n 5
18 trip to South Africa and commenC‘-d 3

O matter v
' what yoy cap do with a k

Ou can’t m
u
In the question ck around wit},

topics. Several memp,

angaroo
an elephant.”

naire we
€ cirey
€rs were asked to list their f

ers
A talk on Sea inverte

late -
d, memb a\f()urlte

recalleq this One:

brates a

Fisch’s g .
15ch’s son wi, blackp Mr®

Polycha
aet
®s (Sand wormg) 4t the Fisch home PY

Other top; oard illygtyqp;
ic atio . :
- Seaweed Wzr ;Sam; Speakerg menti(mnz An mteresting subject new to most 0 s
- e
Phycolo Obert Kin were:
& - s o
- Owls: > approac g
photogra l ) S.f ] Ck I‘I
Ghithig phs); Doug Th()ma1_ A ekt ]Ol‘m Seeb riol"s
s (G. Backhouse) S; Bruce €beck, Bill King (and Ma il
i . 3 . tork

Fuhy
er;
200 horticulture (J. Arnatt); Vi |

W); Fro 1
) 7 'T0gs (Ger . 150 0% .
€r, 1 € a ry Marentelli) anc i

961 to e COmprehenSi tl‘le

mbe]"’ 200]

This list i far £, » INsectg Gy
0

: ve list of speakers ant
is .
held in the Club’s archives:

=yt
1"“-"-._____

9 Significant %
Sightings

For the purposes of this section, it was decided to utilise a selection of the many and

ade by members at meetings, on excursions and at camp-
a more comprehensive database to ensure

erved and accessible to members, and to

varie . . :
aried reports and observations m

outs. It is intended that this will form the basis of

ably pres

that 2 . e .
at any rare or unusual sightings are suit
d over the years. Unusual observations for a

se )
© whether changes or trends can be detecte

1 included. Generally,
articular interest to the Club. Observations of birds

5. On some excursions, for example,
roduced, a list of other sightings, eg

arti : : :
Particular locality have bee it was necessary to focus on areas of

nNe i %
atural history which have been of p

COmprise by far the largest group of members’ report

¢ :
Oastal venues, although a bird list may have been p
geology may not.

lnarin . I
€ animals in rock pools, or comments on the ' . ‘
( S ! Researched and compiled by Cecily Falkingham

Bil‘ds
a Swift count carried out on the Club’s

was
aire, Ted Schurmann gave the

One of the earliest activities (2/62) _
the questionn

eXCL Lt .
'sion to Don Road. In responding to

fo ,
“()wmg account:
y evening outing to the

The birds came over in
thousands and we

; the earl
. . for me was the

hle REN outing fc A
memorable exciting event.

- ," 1g
1as an amazit ;
- d‘ There must have been many

“The most
hills to count Swifts.
waves as Bill King promise
learned to count in blocks.”

(BOCA) asked for support from Club members for a
on

iy (T 1963, Ken SIS L Gy reported S ey it
% Yarry Flats. Bill cI<?ncg reported large numbers ?f Fc;rl:;zl;t Sox:lrlhbwarrand;; te);3/77)
p"“e-tailed Swifts over Warrandyte (2/70) ka_tallec{ “'bed sightings of Swifts over the
ang Sharp-taila d Needletails 2 /94). ] /70 dESCFIM recently, there have been
Pening e eedletal . . . More Yy
ul aircraft at i D19 Ella Thomas 3/97), Warrandyte
(Bruce Bur 4/97). Flora Anderson reported (3/97)
(Dorothy Mahler . decline in numbers of Spine-tailed

{ been -
C fow, if any; recent recorded sightings of

Sight: a area made from
tings of Swifts over RingWODd
arle
rlene Lyell 1/98) and elsewhere

lat :
. Ken Simpson (BOCA) believed
Wlfts & pear to ha

F()rk_t

ve been

ver recent years. There ap ,
]uentl}" in the eastern suburbs is the
C

ng the sixties, and it was
ber 1974 and feeding

aile .
d Swifts. . geen less fre _
has beel . Blackburn durl

recorae ot 06
" Eucalypths Jencoxylon 1M D '
s |
l ntly n
One pird was ecently

o Another species which
sent Honeyeater. This bird W

epg,
Yoy Hed by Bill King in warrandyt
M8 in December 1

e in anningham.

985.

seen T

W(mga Park in
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Other unusual hone i
. yeater sightings i
(Chris Gray 8/77) ghtings include a Spiny-ch
y and a Crescent Honeyeater in a gardel}: in i\?ll:::?cclll Hmzf:yeater n Ly
am (Cecily Falkingham

4/97). Farther afield
, G
Rocbosth G177 ary Cheers reported male and female Black
ack Honeyeaters at

Records of other i
. species, ho
Lorikeets and Pied Currawonss wever, eg Crested Pigeons, Ruf
O e ot gs seem to indicate that ¢l r B ous Fantails, Rainbow
ern suburbs, perhaps due to artifi ese birds are becoming more
ificial su

supply,
. pply, or beca.use of destruction of their hab;
urrawongs still in Mitcham (11/90) abitat elsewhere, C

pplementation of their food

ecily Falkingham noted Pied

Peter Ro
en McCulloch ported the first sighting of Pied

appeared to be stayin
_ g down f
more sightings of Yellow-tailedr;;n tl?e Mmountains longer thig
a
suburbs, eg Olinda (Margaret GC. C.:OCkatOOS in the foothill year. There also appear to ¢
Ringwood (Doug Thomas 1/87) r;ffm 1787, Dandenonl S(':Warrandyte’ and the eastern
an
Croydon (Pear] Greefhutrsjk (Ross Cowling 1/87)
94). Carol Traill re d
porte

and creek corridors.

Other interesting parrot

tree fern in Sherbrooke Forest (8htings include: 4

Jack H pair of B .
yett 11/87) lue-winged Parrots on top of @

Long-p;i
gliffll(l;?- Corellas at Kilsyth (Adam
N 5 ick Murlis 1/86) normally in
anie] 2 /g an Broadb
5). erry 12/93), and MW

Ferntree Gully ;njharle.:s Compton .
The ability of th C.eclly Falkingha
Hill (Judith ese birds to Survive ; a pair at

ith Cooke 6/99) and inCJ © I the inner ¢ the No

A Black Fal are city w

on Mullu COn was seen at Li ,
m Mullum Creek (Byy, llydale (Chrj

C is

m
ouse plague near Horsham (B‘e Burton 3/95). 1

Eagl i Ki
gle carrymg a ngtall ]()SS ill mg 7/93)
n at Wo '
n

Creek. Ella Th
0mas reporte
d (6/ 9%)
as

m saw i
ri
8rine Falcons with youns a

as Su;s;es, Phillip Island July 1%
elboys rted by sightings at Clifto"

gy o eter Rogers 6/99)
and a Black-shouldered Kite

etter~w.
: Ing Kj
Alistaj fes were reported folloWing a

I Trail
ga Park and T€ported (4 /96) a We dge‘taile
S

ca Eﬂgle hite
at llson’g PromGOShaWk (5/97) at Ske)’ﬂe
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Rec . . .
Warrang :)rdss of birds of the night in the eastern suburbs have included Powerful Owls i
(MarleneyLe tate Park (Cecily Falkingham 12/93), together with juveniles in Warran ds ltn

yell 2/95) and in the Mullum valley. Tawny Frogmouths were seen in garden y.e
s in

North Rj .
ingwood (Judith Cooke 1/ 96) and Ringwood (Margaret Burton 1/96).
particularly in Sherbrooke Forest, have also

be
B ;an I;\Zt::l;t If] December 1968, Margaret Dacy reported seeing 12 mounds for Lyrebirds at
March ol a;;l. At the May, 1977 excursion 6 Lyrebirds were seen in Sherbrooke Forest. In
eventualy dos.s Cowling had thought Lyrebirds were gone from Sherbrooke, but did
Jean Nev)ifl | in | signs to the contrary, also heaps of feathers and evidence of dogs, cats, foxes.
Lyrebira, ; sighted one at Sherbrooke Forest. In August, 1998 Margaret Yii reported 4
e inging and dancing at Badger Weir. Just recently, on two occasions up to a dozen
Lyrebig e seen beyond Grant’s Picnic area, Sherbrooke. There was an obvious decline in
numbers in Sherbrooke in the 80’s and 90’s with numbers now just building up

4gain in 2000-2001

wate Bushland reserves and proper
r

: supply, have attracted birds and provided 2 v

Just g few:

The fluctuating fortunes of Lyrebirds,

especially those with a permanent

ties in the suburbs,
f uncommon sightings. Here are

ariety O

da Birds at South Warrandyte (3/77)

rillers at Donvale
Jlow-billed Spoonbills in Croydon

rd (1/69) and Cica
d (12 /74) White-w
outts reported G

glll King saw a Dollar Bi
B!le“ McCulloch reporte
i King and Gordon C

j\nd South Warrandyte
Wt Fysterfield, Charles Compton
D hite-browed Woodswallow 4/83) ‘
oug Thomas reported 2 Lewin’s Water-R?ll
Alistair Traill a Buff-ban dam in Wong
erved a Brown

I ded Railon
n December 1995, Enid Haar
¢ Warrandyte _
t Baker 8/86) and in the Mullum

inged T
/75) Ye

saw a Rufous Songlark, (11/82) and Gary Cheers a

at the Croydon Civic Centre (8/84) and

a Park (3/92)
Quail ina backyard in Blackburn

hoff obs

and Marlene Lyell a Button Quail 2
Rose Robi d t Yarran Dheran (5cot
ins were seen @ eham 7 70)

(Cecily FalK
. he following:
tributed t lted emus on the Woods Point road just past

dra repor

Mullum valley, Mitcham

E/;lrther afield, members con
r Creighton from Alexan

Reefton (
5/67)
On the excursion to am saltworks

Phalarope was observed

variegaltjed Wrens at Dunolly (Gary Chee? 193{13;211 11/90)

A Striated Field Wren, Cap€ Shanc v k Murlis 11/90)

A Koel in an Apricot Tree, Healesville (I\/h(a:s 12/93)

Japanese Snipe at Whittlesea (Doug Tllomp dd McGoldrick 9/95)
R_Oyal Penguin at portland, @ rare V'e t [; ua Tz/

Six Grey-tailed Tattlers at “ee“SChff( o8

15/2/8L Jeader Jack Hyett), Wilson’s

Cheeth
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Mammals Reptiles

In the early days of the Club, several members did a lot of work on m
following reports indicate:

ammals, as the Some members seem to have a knack of coming across large reptiles on excursions,

illustrated by these two reports:
ed three copperhead snakes and one tiger snake were seen on

December 1967 Bill King report Charles Compton report
bellied élidi?; fii r1“711.,eadbeai:ers Possums and a large colony of Yellow- the excursionpto Stocli)(man’s Reward (2/77) _ o )
13 March 1968 Bill King reported Sugl:racrﬁgem survey - UPper Thomson Margaret Travers reported a 4 ft goanna on an excursion to Kurth’s Kiln, Shiprock
a1 1 1ders in Tintern, E i
12 June 1968 Bill King re n, kast Ringwood area (11/86
the com%nor]l) (r)rr\;i(:uap::rmzlal S ovey at Warrandytet,g Smithopsis muntind: Plants Hee ighti
May 1978 Ross Cowling - Pygmy B 3¢, considered very rare, was found Orchids form the major component of reports about plants and represent sightings

across the State. Here are justa few examples:

In more recent times, th i . idi - i
was duly noted, followed by re; ;::Z?lﬂ?;:lt);mg Foxes in the Botanic Gardens, Melbourn¢ Report from Joan Pearson (5 / 77))Lrare f{, gquegefgrrceh%rff&iigsb g;r:rvgrx;av?r}:tliar?mi
avelling i 83) Large : . :
March 1986 Cecly Falk ling into the eastern suburbs to feed: gt(?)}zl(értT(l?harles g(}rsr:l};tgilillé GreenlflgOOd (Pterostylis falcata) on roadside at Yea. Bill
Clly Falkingham re ( homas . ‘
February 1994 tcl;le Bo}tanic Gardens Ported hundreqs of Grey-headed Flying Foxes at If\(/[mg, the same at Yellmglb'(z1 cen at Newstead (5/84) identified as Pterostylis revoluta,
rey-headed Flying Foye : argaret Travers an orcht
March 1996 Joan Broadb & Foxes in Mitcham : - Autumn Greenhood : tnev’s Rd Belgrave
. i Doncaste: erry - Flying Foxes feggzggn,igeci;lgnlgall:;lgilrr;arden, Margaret Travers (8/91) Pterostylis grailgzgzzz}eiz‘;; lelum Mullum valley
ovember 1998 ar . . thus . 2
SDylvane Alkemade - fruit bats eq; Cecily Falkingham (10797 Iizpig’;d sun orchids in flower (.wheret.l)1 ——
onvale eating grapefryit at her daughter’s home” Joan Broadberry (12/98) 10, 0 hids along Tortice Drive in Nor g
Numerous reports of some S aug Marion King (12/98) Hyacinth (li:; o Baw Baw excursion (1/99)
rc

movements occurring in the suburk
S.

Platypus along suburban creek cor

as and Large carpets of veined sun 0

jon . .
Koalag are deﬁnplatypus’ have recorded pOPL‘latl gories, such as:

sily into the preceding cate

. : r re €2 )
January 1995 Cecily Fall Tidors, ttely broadening their range a° a There are some reports that don't fitea  owll utterfly at Lake Mountain.
November 1995 Ceci1§ F:itizgl]:am " Teport of i, " March 1984 Ken Clark reported l\gadaeEZf) sreported this species has been found at
March 1996 . . onam, Ko, ; ala in Mitch h (Guest pe _
October 1996 Jofélﬁgz!klngham - Ksa?alsnil?lc\),?vale am gﬁi;%gg::cporest fars to be repaired; they contained a Redback
October 1997 Charle Inson Visitor) K ullum 1l OCtob ok her binoct a
s Pob; 0ala in 14 Wlum Valle er 1985 Pat Emery to
February 1999 Joan B Y - youn 1 Hilleregy y . nto
roadberry ” o & KO Q, Spider 11« ghells at SOTTE ifted through the
September 1999 Joan pyoq dbe:ry Koalas 1o, Mullyp, Mullum June 194, Bfuce Burton - Ngfutllus i acles, beach at Anglesea (dri g
Reserve A neighhoy o olebark Wy ; e Ctober 19 s log with b2* erica)
March 1995 Ceci] Our had geq alkin Templestow 97 Nothofaghs 6 ‘e ' South A
DOCI:CZI l:alkin ham . 5 by D12 koalas in Pound Bend Clog . Southern Oceal haps once-in-a-lifetime event,
ster aty : ¢ Encounter ~ ord perhd ly th
Among the mor PUS digcqy, , CreeX . S .« which T€cC wuralists are not only the
Alistair Trail] foz:cllu”l“sual Sightin S of Fred in Mullum Mullur® Flnally , there are the Stor:Ziltact with naturé where na
R i uans jp a INvolyj e intimaté ort: ' .
.OZS.COVYImg saW sever, ) Sugar Glidersl ] f’Vere the followine. X ing a mor e a part of the rép ting and finding an injured
8 tm_g 1S not Necessari] cad ntech; nest‘“g bo e Observers, but even beco ving a Club e ked it up and returned to
following the rj o 1 ide Mus o Xes, Wonga Park (6/96) i . s clearly lea road. Hepic he next meeting
sours of the Mmatj ce of am 2 bugh track, Q; 8/96)- ( e Ted Schurmann remem}?e t th side of the ded in the Minutes of t e
Ing S€ason) s Slaughter. '] linda ¢ chini & Tawny Frogmouth flappiné . ce. Jtwas recor (t?he pird and the only safed Wta}t,o a
» all male Anfe ‘ the hall with it, seeking assis"" arge Ofa um boot.  He presented 1
(3/76) that Charles Compton ead first m-t 01 care and eventual release.
i ecla

i
transport it was by P]acmgentative for $
Flsheries and wildlife repres
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Phil Daniel saw a man '
' grazing on Che i

A Lewin Honeyeater hand fed by Ellar F%Ba“art -

State Park (12/97) o

Carol Traill (3/97) re i
ported that a friend

Sylvang Alkemade (2/99) found a Pli]edha

competing for the fish she had caught

Brenda Murlis reported on a bi
1 a bird band; i
black lay down on a rock Platformagg:jng trip (11/ 86), one of the banders dressed in

her. ageal
came out of the water and lay beside

e 1[)a11d§11011g Rd, Kilsyth (10/88)
as with apricot jam on bread, Mt Worth

d i :
B :;[])irchldna bathing in a bird bath
ant on the end of her fishing line

From this collection of records, it is eviq
members have charted the ebb and flow of . el?
have aszumulated a valuable database for ?ur W
exhaustive, and this provides - ut
record their own observations of natuiportun
that anyone can do it. As we find eque to ad
from reports that we record tOday_ arly recor

ltdtll;fztat:(go;l gthout the history of the Club,
ure reference zltiral habitats and in so doing
ity for al] mer.nb early, the information is no!
d to this bog eer’ old and new, to make Em’d
ds of valye 3’0 kll.()w[edge' The message '

s Maturalists in the future will gain

As a final comment, the wonde
r
the

akes

willingness to share reports
’

any members and

A%
ellow members is what M

sz_)lht‘l‘ carly 1'(‘pn.].‘[:5::, (1963
Silver Anniversary h(mkl:‘t

64), orig;
Binally "ePorteq -
M the 4.

1. .

o

10 The Junior Club

1967 the Ringwood Junior Field Naturalist Club was

augural meeting. In August a very
uniors and 6 adults.

On Wednesday, 22nd February,
commence ' i
mmenced - 34 Juniors and 12 adults all came to the in

Success -
tccessful excursion to Healesville Sanctuary was attended by 35 ]

N . : '
umbers continued to increase and in April 1968, it was reported that 54 Juniors and 10

ad i
Aults had attended the previous meeting.
The Club is greatly indebted to those dedicated members who established the Junior

C . . 1
lub and devoted so much time and effort to ensuring its SUCCess. A list by year of the

rinei .
Principal Office Bearers is set out below.

_-L-e'a‘d"“__ 1966-67 1957.?‘:3h
Secreetr Bruce Fuhrer - r?dr:;cﬁ”sg”rer
— Maurie Streeter
-70
o 1968-69 1969
Aer Bruce Fuhrer Bruce Fuhrer
= [ Mrs Filsell
\re_tg_rz___ Mrs Filsell Mrs Fi
Fi e 1971-72
\Lg‘@gxﬁ__— 15970-7:: h Bruce Fuhrer
= M Christine Gray
\e@y‘—— Christine Gra
1973-74
Secretar Bruce Fuhrer Ly
Tl Christine Gray___————___ -
1975-

m___ 1974-75 /""mhrer
o — T

ECre i
&y [ Christine Gra
\ /-_-
1977-78
_1977-78
W 1976-77 Bruce Fuhrer
W—— Bruce Fuhrer Christine Gra
Senior Cr)i Christine Gra Charles Compton
b Rep Adam Gaines o
197980 —
| Fuhrer

3 hrer
ECretar W#W

- Beryl McCarth

W 1980-81
M Bruce Fuhrer

ar ‘J—/L,///
k arth
Commlttee Re (B;r l(hgdtfgers ' !
' Cl instrumental in the Junior Club’s
0

akers at Junior Club

aSSiSted as Spe

As ¢ . 196

Omay Club President in 1967, : bers regulﬂfl}’
~ 0N Several Senior Club me™

Letlhgs
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2

In res i
- Clllalondmg .to our questionnaire, both Br
p ar mention of the Junior Club and how uce Fuhrer
much they h

“The Ringwood Junior FN.C. wag

and Christine Gray made
ad enjoyed running it:

o i

S::)casm.nal. camps were well attendenterestmg presentations

> bme juniors pursued their Na - Day excursions and
ubsequent vocations in science

tural Hj
Istory i
nter i
and . eStS lnt M .
conservation,” o tertiary studies and
Bruce Fulirer

Christine Gray

The Juniors in
return
L greatl .
,:Iei;ierS, and not always in the are ’ ?ppreelated the ¢
0 rem a o Xpertj . .
ember after a weekeng BruNatural Histo bertise provided to them by thetf
ce and I s
pe

approaChed
by one mum with a request fo
r the recj
C1

her son had
which h Z demanded she make *
ad been beaten to g stiffgreen rice like M;
mOuSSe."

':tyatcélh:es:I:G Gray recalls one incide"f‘t:
Peof the g ch camp with Juniors being
s Gray'y weets I had prepared pecause

- 1t was rice put into a limé€ jelly

all a
ccount
. S, eXCurSiOns were Very lively

affairs, with the |
. eaders field;
lines of “What's this, M "8 Numeroys
rFury?, The  oHONS fr
€ meetings om the JUniors, genera]ly along the

tackling vari j
& various projects with confid
en N
C€, such 4 ¢ always s ' ! s
e imulating, with Jur

of a key provided by Miss G
The Junior C] 4 o
ub fi relol .
o & to identify local Acacias by mear”

not the end of the story
Basin expressed great c.iis

Y closed in 198, .
er

BrUCe F
relat y Succes
€s the fi Sful years. However, this Was

Juni . appoi
ior FNC with the help o ljaomtme“t at the "2 chapter. -
an ang Ra C Osure pter: ‘Club members from The

School library, T
Y. The club
h B » Tesulting :
as been Town ltmg in my formi The Basi”

meeting in Ferntre .
e G ” ren eeh
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Appendices

MEMBERSHIP

F = Foundation member, L = Hon. Life Member, C = Current member, J = Junior Member

Adams, G Mrs C
F | Aird Mrs Jean C Broafiber(y, Joan
Airey, Joan Brodle,. Elizabeth
C | Akemade, David Brunskil, Nanette
C Alkemade, Doug C Buchan, E
Alkemade, Sylvane C Bumns, Barbara
Amos, Karen Burton, Bruce
C | Anderson, Flora C__| Burion, Margaret
F | Anderson, Shirley Buxton, Dorothy
F | Amott, Nell J__| Byme, Lee
C__| Bailey, lan J__ | Byme, Shane
C__| Bailey, Christine ] Capi, Mrs N
J__| Baker, Rae Carman, Kath
Baker, Ruth —J__| Chapple, Miss
Baldwin, Cec | Chapple, MrA S
Baldwin, M J (Mrs C)? ———{ Chapple Mrs A'S
J gald:vm, Master |__J__ | Cha le, Peter
anks, TL (2+2) | Cheers, G
C | Barkley, David ——_1 Chismon, Graham
C Barkley, Joyce (Mrs D) ——__| Chismon, Jo ce (M ]
Barkley, Norma (Mrs H) - C | Christensen Gzoff =
Barkley, Harry - C Christensen’H
Baulch, Chris J |G| Clark Evg uh
Beckerton, M | Clark,Hva
C | Beckmann, Kevin L FJ 1 Clark Har
C __| Beckmann, Veronica F 1 Clank elen (Miss
Beeley, — ¢ 2k, Jean (Mrs 1
Beeley, ?Clark,t(e"\—-/
Bell, Florence -\W
Bennett, lan ?%
Bennett, Win (Mrs | \C'.ea"eioma\_-/
Berenyi, Mira ‘)\-J\%Y’Wln\—/
Beste, Hans 1 Lochrane, Ky A
Beste, Kay (Mrs H) ? Cale, Greta L
Beste, Judy (Mrs H) ?M
Bickerton, Mrs —— Colet, Charleg
S:ackngore, Evan T 80""18. Margaret
of, Sian ~L{Colis Goyg
Blott, Mrs S RWG\_/
n,C
J g°‘tz?k Stephen 9/68 $ Cooke, Juditr:la\r}es
ond, Kay \M
Bond, William B Coone,rt ge“a
Braude, Mr AW \m)’MGwen\—-/
graude, Mrs AW * Coto Ti:i Miss
rain, Mr A \_
, . e
Brain, Sheila {M/
Brewster, Alan W \M/
Brewster, Joan (Mrs A 1y k Cou I, Sue Mrs M
J

Coutts, May {Mrs G)

FJ | Flentje, Adrienne

FJ _| Coutts, Tony F [ Flentje, Fred
C__ | Cowling, Joyce (Mrs R L) F | Flentie, Marybell (Mrs F)
FJ | Cowling, Julie FJ_| Flentie, Wendel
FC | Cowling, Ross L J | Fletcher, Joyce
Crawford, lan Foster, Harry G
Crawford, Manda? Foster, MrsHG
Crichton, George A ) Fox, AN
Crichton, Mr ) Fox, Dorothy (Mrs AN)
Crichton, Mrs ) Fox, W
C | Curis, Brad French, Bob
Dacy, Harold French, Pam
Dacy, Margaret Frew,ES (Dr)S
J Dacy’ Francis Frew, (MTS E )
J Dacy, ? LC | Fuhrer, Bruce
Dance, G Fuhrer, Irene (Mrs B)
Dance, R Gaines, Adam
J g:::::g Zhll Garrett, Barbara (?Mrs W G)
Davisor; Mr Garrett, Wiliam G
— | Gaskll, Phil
Davison, Mrs T Gasking,

_J___| Dinsmore, John
—J___| Dinsmore, Peter

—~——___| Williams, Joan

~——____| Eagles, Ron
~____| Eames, Father

——___| Earney, Mrs

——____| Edwards, Ron A
% __ | Every, Dorothy (MrsK) _——
~—~___| Every, Keith
~___ | Falingham, Cecily
~——___| Falkingham, Reg
~—___| Faragher, Pam
~—____| Farley, Joyslyn

Delacca, Len J

Dickson, June

Dickson, Wes

Dinsmore, William

Dinsmore, Naomi (Mrs W)

Dowiing, Barry -
Dwyer, Val

Dyall, Jim

Eagles, Beth (nee Hall) (MrsR)___——

Edge, R H -

Farley, Jacklyn
Farley, Paul
Farnworth, Arthur
Farnworth, Enid
Feenstra, Kaiena
Filsell, Ron

Filsell, Joyce (Mrs R
Filsell, Reuben

Fisch, Paul

G| Gawler, David
C__| Gawler, Sheila

J Gibson, Robert

Gill,

--J-— Gill, Margaret
Gill, Ma MisRO

J Gill, Ray O
Gillham, Muriel
Gillham, N
Gosbell, Ken
Gouge,Christa Mrs R

— | Gouge, Roger

Gray, Christin

~FIC |
—F [ Gray, EM{Mrs

] W
— Gross, Dudie
" Gross, D M1S
""" HaarhOf, Enld
| Haarhof, FeliX
LT Haase, Hans

all, Beth

| Hallam, Thelmd

[

T Heatley, Nor™2

M
M Harwoode'GM W famil

| Fitzgerald, Val Mrs -

Fisch, Rosemary ___————__{ — :eddlesi Mark
Fisher, Wayne | _F—ioqdes MisM

[ Gray, Chisin® """




Long, Isobel

J Heddles, P
Heinze, J | Lumsden, Nancy
Hepburn, Anne C | Lyel, Marlene
F__| Herry, Peter Lye,J
C__| Hil, Jenny (nee King] Lye, J (Mrs?) (and Richard)
C__| Hil, Jessica J__| Mackay K J
C_ [ Hil, Tim J | Mackie, lan
Hocking, Laurie |_F | Mackie, Mrs E
J | Hoff, Paul Maginness,
J__| Hogg, Russell L_C | Mahler, Dorothy
Holdcraft, S | Malone, Allen
Holman, P | Marke, J
:g:ne, George ———__| Marriott, Neif
ne, Mgiva Msq)  —————————>__| Marlin, Barbara
Hulbert, Ailsa Martin, L
Hunter, BD xxﬁom'a
Hunter, L R MMME Y)
LG Thet s L Varn, Sy
_ ———__| Martin, Vic
Inglis, John M
o _ ——_| Mathews, Erica
in, Denis Math
inwin, Mrs D ——— Mathews, Janet
Jackson, ——— Mayers, Ken
Jentz, Ron \-\ McA| in, Rane
ez, Verama (e | cCarthy, Bery
Y ~|J(0rdan, Jan‘(\\ mggz"och, Elien
asper,?  ———— | ¢ €rson, Ra
Keeler, Mr M \%
Kenna, Mrs B MCGOldrick' Padd
J__| Kenna, Rosema —— McKenzie,
FL_ | Kin ,BiIIH\,\\ McMinn, James
King, Janice ~—— Mellor, Margaret
FLC | King, Marion Mrs B ———{ Methven E Mi
FJ_ | King, Robert | Millr, J g M,lss
g ?ing-Smith, Mrs R —~—_| Miller, (an
ing-Smith, Miss ~——_| Millsom -
C [Knighilen ————u = Wiy Mj,? < Miss
Kramer, Mrs —— MOOd PS
Law, Albert HWOdls\
LeR . K/
Le Hossf nol, Albert ¢ Moore, Alan 57
OSSIQHOL Mrs A \m
Loovers? Jue * MOore’ ath (Mrs R
Legg, Alan FC ME’"L\__/
€99, Frieda | Moore 13 N{MrsAS
Leweliin, D %M\"‘dsay\-/
3 . gore, R
Lewelliin, Geoffre &K_/
J LEM MOO[e, Sereneg Mrs E
J [ Lowelin, Margarg il —————
Lewis, ‘g\ k—/
Leydin, Mrs F i, ken 575
Linard, Miss M *M
Lind, Kristian \M/
J__ | Lines, Stephen R +John
J___| Lloyd, Christopher o ubvany T
Lioyd, J D{onalg [ M“"iS, Breng =
Lloyd, Mrs J D [ Murig Mick :
J Lloyd, Stewart E\/
\
\
\

\

Myhiil Victor
M—/

il R

Ni

—____| Reigel, Daphne

Richards, Edna (MrsN) __——

N
Richards, Norm - ——

Richards,MrsL ____——— |

%

J Nightingale, Fiona C | Schleiger, Noel
J Nightingale, Sandra Schofield, .
J Nightingale, Simon FJ? | Schurmann, Marion
Noelker, Mr F F Schurmann, Mrs (Snr)
o e o
Norris, Ron \
F | O'Connor, Mrs B F__| Schurmann, Ted
J O'Halloran, David F | Schurmann, Vicki (Mrs T)
Oxlee, Thomas R Schuster, KB
Payton, Mr R Schuster, Mrs KB
___ | Payton,MisR C__| Schwab, 'ja’r'ln
J | Payton, Brendan Seepeclx L°u"
Payens, Peter F__{ Sebire, ALO
F | Sebire, MisA
anens‘ g ora (Wrs P) Sharland,
earce, Eunice
F__ | Pearson, Joan Sharp, Doug
C__| Peggie, Loris | Staw.Ol Aa F
Perkins, Ern P speldon, B
— Silberbauer, George
Petrie, Helen Silberbauer, Mrs G B
Pleasance, Doug | Sinclair, Percy V
Pleasance, Ellie — | Sinclair, Averil (Mrs P V)
C__ | Pobjoy, Charles —T Skinner, Mavis
C Pobjoy, Flora --T" Slapjums, Valdis
J___| Pope, David —F ] Smilh, Alan S
J___| Powell, Stephen —— T gmith, Be
Price?, —FJ | Smith, Graham
F_| Pridmore, Maisie (Mrs) | Smith, Heather
F_J__| Pridmore, Peter — | W
Proeger, Merryl | W
J Pye, Maria P — | M
Radden, Mavis (MisW) __— | W
Radden, William Mr i M
C Read, Russ i Smith, M?
C Read, Wendy ¢ Smith, Lynn
F Reed, Eira Sparks, Mrs

Rowe, Doris

¢ Richardson, Elizabeth C
Robinson, Alf
—_____| Robinson, Dawn (MisA) _ — |
J Robinson, Master LC
Rodda, Thelma ___— | g
~—___| Rodda, Jim | O
_C | Rogers, Alison (nee King) M1s Pl ——17C |
[ Rogers,Emly [ ©
i Rogers, Frederick J C =
—— Rogers, James [
Rogers, L June (MisFJC) _——— | C
~J__| Rogers, Patricia |
C Rogers, Peter [
| Rogers, Susame____———__} %~
~——__| Rolfe, Darrell |
\M -
L[ Rouse, Helen _,..Ejl—'-

ROWG, DH //

" Stedding, Brian
— | Stephens. Pé
— | Stevenson, 20
—— | Gtevenson, Jean

— [ Streeter, (M
—{ Talbot, Alicé
—= | Thomas, JOU
——"""| Thomas, lla
] Thomas, Graham

| O ansend, MrS

Sireeter, Maurie

Thomson, G€9
Thomson, He€

Trail, Alistair
Traill, Carol




Vagg, Keith

Webb, Max

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS

C | Veevers, Alan

C Vgever s, Hazel (Mrs A) J__| Webh, Tony

J__| Vietch, Simon Wedge, J

F_ | Walker, (Mrs Iy C__ [ Weste, Gretna
Walker, (Mrs J) C__| Westwood, Mike

FFJ :Vvalker, lan (Dr) Wigley, Linda

alker, Miss Williams, M

C | Wall Bay Williamson, Kevin
Walbridge, Al Williamson, (Mrs K)
ma::gr!g e, Marie (Mrs A) J | Wilson, Anthony

alloridge, Elaine (Mrs M? F | Wilson

Walloridge, Milton ) C__| Winter, Esm? s P2
Ward, GR J | Wolveri e
Ward. Gwen . ol ering, Marius
Ward, Ken ?W"e’f@phia
Wardrop, George R (Dr U w o

J__| Wardrop, ———-Dookey, Mr

J | Wardrop, ?m
Warren, Frances ——-ouight,Doris
Watson, Margaret K-C\ iﬁtes, Averil

- Margaret ]

\

Chl’iStineGl—//.——
Jack Hyett

[ Presid 1961-62 1962-63
Vice.Pem' Jack Hyett Jack Hyett
secret;es'dem Lou Sebire Fred Rogers
mrg Fred Flentje Fred Flentje
-mr Bill King BIH-mL
ee Serene Moore Marielies Fisch
B Fred Rogers Serene Moore
Proc 1963-64 1964-65
;;e;'i?t Bill King BillKing_
—_esident Jack Hyett Jack Hyett
Vice-Preside e Fred Rogers
nt Fred Rogers
Secretar o Fred Flentie
Loasurer E;idl\;lje.? 5 Ken Mui
C n
oMmiltee Gordon Coutts ﬁg;de‘:l';scg;‘;
— Marielies Fisch Jack Truscot
1966-67
m 196585 | Fred Rogers
P President Fred Rogers | | BilKing
ice-Presig Bill King | Jack Hyett
Secretar et Jack Hyeft | Gordon Coutts
Treasurar Gordon Coults | Ross Cowlin
OMmitieg Ross Cowlin — | Marielies Fisch
Marielies Fisch Christine Gray
Fred Flentje Ern Moore
T Jack Truscott e e—
1968-69
President 1967-68 T Bk __—— ]
VP Presiq JackHyett——— | | ety
e Progii i Pges | [pedhoes |
o Christne Gray ___—————__| Gordon Couts
'easurer Gordon Cqutts B Kev!n }Ml];gn;on
ommit RosM Marielies GIS
o Marielies Fisch Christine Gray
Bill King | wgt_t__,_—
T— Maurie StreM
1970-71
: X /-'— Gordon Coults
Pres}dem 1(§ng7o Coutts | Bill Kin
.C: Esidem BiﬁrLior:‘g/’/# Fred Rogers
carsgy __, A s
(‘,ommitt Joan Pearson i Gaines
o Murray Couper M



EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS (cont)

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS (cont)

1971-72

1972-73
President Fred Rogers Fred Rogers
/P President Gordon Coutts Gordon Coutts
Vice-President Bill King Bill King —]
Secretary Albert Le Rossignol Albert Le Rossignol —
Treasurer John Mulvany Ken Gosbell
Committee Adam Gaines Christine Gray
Christine Gray Jack Hyett
Jack Hyett Graham Marshall —
President Gordon Coutts Jack H
I/P President Fred Rogers B Gac yet
Vice-President Graham Marshaji —— B‘ordf)n Coutts
Secretary Albert Le Rosg; nol -2l King
Treasurer Ken Gosbell L Fred Rogers
Committee Christing Gray 1 Doug Thomas
Jack Hyeti Ken Gosbell
Bill King Christine Gray
Albert Le Rossignol
1975-76
President Bill Kin T i9%&7 —
I/P President Jack Hyett |__| Bill Kin
Vice-President Ted Schurmann Jack Hyett ]
Secretary Boug Thomag “mhmann ]
Treasurer Alf Wallbridge Doug Thomas
Committee Charles Compton N Alf Wallbyi
L allbridge
Gordon Coytts ml?@
Christine Gray Bob French
Adam Gaineg Christine Gray
President Doug Thoma
P President BiM~M "
Vice-President Ted Schurman “%
Secretary Judith Cooke \Mﬂ/
Treasqrer Marie Wallbrig e “Teds(:h%___/
Committee Charlgs Compton - JUdI'th Cooke
Gordon Coytg —! Marie Wallbrigg
dam Gaingg Ken Clark
Christing Gra Gordon Coug
\\ Adam Gaines
1979.80 - _—
P Presiden Doug Thomas ~—1980.81 /
Vice-President Bill Kin m
o | \\——/
e | Srenca g g Thomgs ]
Creasq:ter Jung Dickson | Bill Kin
ommitiee gary Cheers \MQW//
ATl el ey |
— Anes Gary Cheers
Charles Compto

/

Ken Ward

Bill King

1]

1982-83
. 1981-82 Gary Cheers
President Gary Cheers Gordon Coutts
P President Gordon Coutts Ron Norris
Vice-President Bill King Judith (}ooke
| Secretary Gordon Coutts June Dickson
Treasurer June Dickson Kﬁn ?Iaﬂ(;ompton
Committee Cecily Falkingham Charles Lo
Jim Rodda Cecily Falkingham
Doug Thomas
: 1984-85
1983-84 Ron Norris
Ftesident Flon Norri Gawc?hﬁgordon Coutts
P President Gary Cheers Ken 1Jar ]
Vice-President(s) Ken Clark/Gordon Coutts Phil Ddal:\lﬂeurlis
Secretar Judith Cooke BrTn :eAIkemade
Treasurer June Dickson S?;l"zng
COmmittee Charles Complon E:ly Pleasance
Phil Daniell Mike Westwood
Cecily Falkingham
— Bill King 1986:87__
1985-86 Bronda M
L ] orris -
Presidem Brenda Murlis — gz?don Coutts/Bill Kin
" Prosigent Ron Nortls____ | Phil Daniel
I%e-Presidentis Gordon Coutts/Bill Ki T Mick Muriis
eCretar PhiDaniel | | Sylvane Alkemade
reasurer Mick Murlis Elly Pleasance
C°mmittee Sylvane Alkemade Ken Ward d
s JE=
Mike Westwood 1968-89
D T ToaumCats ]
1987-88 | Brenda MUt e
President Brenda Murlis ______—. [ Phil Daniell_
% Sylvane Alkemade/ Bil Kin [ Mar 3’et.G"fﬁn
Secretyy Phil Daniell [ Marion King |
M - . flene Lyel
ASUrer Mick Murlis _ Ma il
C°”‘mittee Margaret Griffin M'Ckw :rd
Marion King Ken

1990-91

Sylvane

] W
| n
1989-90 / Gordon Alkema de/BfUCe Burto

= T aniell
Phil Danié
Gordon Coutts uce Bufton ,—m/
lkemade/B Mick
Sy!vane_"\ —F Doug Alkemade
Phil Daniell Margaret Buror
o e
argaret Marion MY
Marion K,ng. Brenda Murlis
Brenda Murlis |
Ken Ward




EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS (cont)

ont)
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS (c

2-93 |
1 o2 égig Thomas
President Doug Thomas Bill Kin
Hont Bill King ——_‘—g—mk made/Bruce Burton
UF’ Presid Sylvane Alkemade/Bruce Burion | Sylvane Alkemade,
Vice-President(s) Doug Alkemade Doug Alkemade
Secretary Margaret Burton || Margaret Burton
Treasqrer Gordon Coutts Gordon QOUHS
Commitiee Phil Daniell Phil Daniell
Arthur Farnworth Anh‘ur qunworth
Marion King . Marion King —
1993-94 1994-95 il
- - _________ﬁ___- " .
. Phil Daniell || Phil Daniell
T;egiesri]éem Doug Thomas | Doug Thomas
!uice-Presideni(S) Sylvane Alkemade/Bruce Burton || vacant
Secretary Doug Akemade | Doug Alkemade
; — Margaret Burton || Margaret Burton
Committee Gordon Coutts Bruce Burton
A.”h”.r Farnworth Geoff Christensen
Bill King Ruth Christensen
Marion King Gordon Coutts
Bill King
Marion King
Librarian (Co-opted) \___ Judith Cooke g
1995-95 199 6-07 ]
o eeoﬁm-——-—__
= Phil Danig] - Eﬁifggn"fgﬁ‘e”se“
o -Presi vacant H\///
g‘ce Pt;erj'dem(s) Ruth Christensen = Margaret Burton/Judith Cooke
ecre
Treasurer
Committee

and Librarian

Gordon Coutts
Jenny Danjg|
Marion King

Judith Cooke

1997-98

President

/P President
Vice-President
Secretar
Treasurer
Committee

and Librarian

Judith Cooke

[ —
Geoff Christensen |
_H
M
Joan Broadber

Phil Danig|
Marion King
Jean Moy

Jean Neville

\

Dou Alkemade —| R
WEM
Margaret By rton

uth Christensen
Bruce Burton
Marion King
Peter Rogerg
Mike Westwood

_//
-'"“"--_.________

Judith Cooke
Geoff Christensen
- R

----—_______

Peter Rg ers
Ruth Christensen
Doug Alkemade

oan Broadberry
Phil Danig)

arion King

Jean Moy

Jean Neville

2000-01
ith Cooke
1999-2000 jggsm
o vacant Phil Daniell
Vice-President Phil Daniel Ruth Christensen
ice-Preside Peter Rogers Doug Alkemade
?ecretarg Ruth Christensen Joan Broadberry
Creasu_rer Joan Broadberry Geoff Christensen
Ommittee Geoff Ch.ristensen Marion King
Marion King Jean MO}"
Jean Moy Jean Neville
ille
and Librarian iy
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