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kiiiiiI it tou*S• IRN
Early transport was used mainly far thn
carrying of timber, the moving of huge
boulders and obstacles, and generally
aiding the various convict gangs engaged
in setting up the colony. Skilled
carpenters wore lucking; it was loft to

. shipwrighte to build carte and wagons.
The results, crude and cumbersome, were
hauled by wretched gangs of convicts and

Primitive haulwge. Convicts chained to the shaft pulled crudely only later were these human beasts of

built.and heavily laden carts. Such means of haulage were common burden replaced by imported bullocks

until the arrival of imported bullocks particularly suited to the sandy terrain
around the NSW settlements. By the 1820s

The solid bullock cart horse-carts were being used mainly by the

with a flat platform . rich in the towns and settlements. They
and an iron framework were employed to carry everything. In the

Gold Rush of the 1850s even dogs were
used for haulage purposes. In the early
days of settlement, convicts and poor
colonists used whatever means of

transportation was available to meet
_ their needs
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Early wheelbarrow with a solid

f ' . shaft to the wheels
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Timber hauling. A heavy tree was not lifted on to the axle. Instead the bullocks, chained to
the tree, dragged it along until some men could get the axle beneath it

" Horse-drawn wagon. The most practical means of early town transport. The
.- front wheels, larger than usual, made haulage easier over rough or unmade

roads. They carried anything from food supplie"s to building materials

372

In the gold fields dogs were used
to carry heavy loads



In the early days horses could only be
afforded by the rich

The elegant one-horse gig was slung on
teether straps for extra comfort

A two-horse single-shaft phaeton.
Comfort and strength were
provided by the leather straps
and criss-crossed iron loops in
this handsome carriage for two

For the rich the choice of

transport wa,s almost unlimited. Those
who had the means closely followed the
carriage fashions prevailing in England
and Europe. It was socially essential to be
seen cantering to church on a thorough-
bred, or going to the Sydney races in an
elegant gig or handsome phaeton. Such
carriages were initially imported from
England and Europe, but it was not very
long before local workshops began to
copy the original model and make their
own carriages. The colonists also bred
their own horses. With the increased

prosperity of the colony in the 19th
century, the elaborate coach came into
fashion. At first it was only the rich who
could afford these comfortable, leather

upholstered and silk-lined conveyances.
Later even the less wealthy had th' ieans Che stage coach. Capable of c-' Ong 15 passengers and mail and


