
STUDENTS FROM JAPANand Maroondah Dams, a visit to our

grandparents’ house at Mt Eliza, and a

couple of nights of dining out at

different places so she had an insight

into the types of food we have in

Australia.

through this visit. I would certainly

like to be part of hosting another

overseas student in the near future.

AN EXPERIENCE OF A

LIFETIME

We hope their visit to

Australia is a memory

not to be forgotten and

were sure it will help
them to further their

studies now that they
know more about our

English language.

baseball and softball,

which she has been

playing for 9 Years and,
like most teenage girls,

enjoys

On Sunday, August 1st,

17 Japanese students
and two teachers from

School

Australia,

host

By Lys Paspa

On fhe morning of Sunday 2nd

August, my whole family was ready to

meet our expected visitor, Aymi

Tsutsui. She was 16 years old and

came to Australia with little

knowledge of our language. We were

very excited when her bus finally

arrived at Parkwood. All the Japanese

students got off the bus.

HighShoyo
arrived in

Parkwood, as

school, welcomed them
here. These students

she going

shopping.As her visit with us was coming to

end, Mr. Reddy put on a lovely farewell

dinner for all the Japanese students,

host student and the host parents. The

night involved a few speeches and a

comic little play by the Japane

students. Mr. Culkin and Mr. Sicari

issued Parkwood Certificates to all the

Japanese students with words of

encouragement in their pursuit

further learning of English. Each of the

Japanese students, in turn, thanked his/

her host family for the friendliness and

care he/she received here in Australia.

This was an emotional evening as much

tears started rolling down many cheeks.

The evening ended with promises of

continued contact through letters.

an

We also spoke to 16

year old Rika Tamemoto
to find out what she

liked about Australia.

She found English a
little

than Miki did. She also

enjoys judo, baseball

which is one of Japan's

most popular sports and
netball.

then allocated towere

host families of our

school community and

stayed in Australia for
including a

se

difficultmore
20 days

week in Sydney. Rika Tamemoto
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We were trying to recognize what

Ayumi looked like. Two weeks

earlier, she sent us a letter with her

photo, not giving us much chance to

recognize her in real life .

thehere.Whilst
of

students learnt more

about Australia and our
of life, as well as

their English
way

Four periods a day,
these students were

having English lessons;

then they attended
their host students'

classes. This gave them
an idea of how our

school and classes are

run throughout the day.

improving
skills. We are fortunate

? <

ugh to have spoken
few of these

Wc had arranged a sleeping area for

hei'. She had to sleep in my sister’s

I'oom as it was one of the largest

bedrooms in the house. She fell most

comlbilable in the bed we provided

for her.

eno

to a

students, and found out

what they thought of
Australia and how it

differs from Japan.

Most noticeable to them
all the different

Since her return to Japan, we have

received a fax and a letter from Ayumi

We have also sent her letters and a

postcard.

was

types of fruits we have
and how the Japanese

them.

The host families took

their Japanese guests
to various places on
weekends and showed

them some of the

famous

attractions in Victoria,

as well as enjoying
barbecues at our school

with them.

By the expression on her face as soon

as she stepped of the bus at Parkwood

Secomiai'y C'ollegc. we knew she

would lo\ e slaying with us.

eatingenjoy

Japan

populated
spare piece
utilized,

Australia is very Bright,

green and spacious.

very over

and every
of land is

to them

IS

Another occasion for letting the tears go

happened on Monday 17th August Just

past noon when all the Japanese

students boarded the bus to take them to

the airport for their llight home, Wc

have all had a wonderful experience

tourist

Some acii\’ities we did dining hei' slay

were aimed to show her this part of

.'\uslralia. We took hei- to Ilealesville

Sancluary. a few netball games. Silvan 17 said sheMiki,

enjoyed participating
sports, such as, judo.
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