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o't.'iei’ '-unbition 1 h'-^a as a child tham to

t -11 e S cho o 1 ho. 2£t 7,

i'rom liome, for oil of my ..riinary school educ-^ticn.
st'iff, inc--udia£\ several Junior Teachers, vvere popular v.’ith the

-sc^oi-^r-s ; the curriculum was wide, the teachers excellent, snd
CO ,;.,.'etitioii aaonv the cdil-.;ren ●●●as keen.

I cmnot reiuesiber any
beco::ie te-c:isr. I attended the Rinr-’.'ooo
t 'A’O

c:
vJ

TheLU.1 es

for the i-:*erit Certificate was the st?ndarl in Grade c,

from ape G years to 1years, uul'Oss
earlier. Tner^ were no State rligh Schools in
the nearest ‘vvas Melbourne High School on the

Streets. It was co-educational, entry
v;nat today would be year £, with

and Le'-ving Certificat
Few students went on to do honours in

as sing
ana attendance was conuju^ sory

the .'.lerit was passed
the eastern suburbs

corner of Spring and Victori-e
was by dntrr^jnce Exctnination to
j.ntemediate Certificate in year

(...latriculation) in year 11.
year 12.

n r.
J.0

d

. aged lb when I had completed year 11 and, like most other
I applied to the education De: artment for a job as a Junior
There v/as only one Teac’ners’ Training CoJ.lege in

ge in Carlton, so
High School,
staff

1 wp

students,
Teacner.

.vreibourne, the .vielbourne Teachers’ Training Co-.le
most students preferred to start teac;iing straight from
w'itn practical teaching .and guinance from the pem-ment
bead Teacher and Assistants.

trie

: ●appointed to tne hingwood b.-^-st State School no. 4id0, a
aciier; ..liss Susie

d.aa been a paid monitor
r 1.nce 1 y sal a ry o

per ex.

I W'r

rie-.v scnool, with fr.

McCwsiii, who had had no secondary educat.ion,
until my arrival, so I replaced her, -with the
nineteen shillings and one penny

. Whittle the e -id T
*:u

or SI.21

tercury Roao to
ruuils

i wa^xed .51.out tnree :..it.es from :’iy nome in C^an

the sc/iool; maiiy of tne ..upils h.ad Known me '.vhen we

at the ni:ig;woo(i School, and tney 'were .rey-ared to c
Christisr. name, but 1 remember sa.. irig, ’’You'll hav : to call me

and i nev-ic again ne-ard tne:.; say anytning else,
for c'ni^ .reri to dv. tnen, and teachers w-ere

e r' e

'me my

’ :.ii s

11 was the

all hignly

now'

natural thing
reS'.ect’ed.

on :;r. first day, on arrival, tne h.T. asm ai me w
i had .bad in I .aching. "None"^ i re;.l.-ieu, so he s-il),
nave this room with grades one to four, . said 1 will, be
room v;itii y.rades 5 to o. here is the roil vo.j c'l you

and t.nere is y'-'Ur liiiie Table.” -Lhat '.vas rriv introcuction to
at tne age of If: years.

t ex per: ●'mi

, you
in tne ote

will fill i..,
teach; n.-,

M

r

1 clearly remember looking at t.nat Time liable
urade 2 pupil. Jack meyland, w..at was the meaning
"V.’ord building" came the ansv/er, and so 1 ue^aji.

and asr-in.o a

of "'f.D.b. tt,0. G.

The only other staff member
a "Sev/ing Teacher

week. From mer.iory, I thinK th.-^t ner nane was
the Vestern District. Her salary was less than mine,
by the time that she paid her board, she had -I

shc-5 -.vas not very interested in the job.

Tuition in te.aching from the H.T.
the school at

ride av;.ay ●
st'iff at the Eingwood St.ate

i’as a teacner v/ith no seconaary
.’ho cajiie on several afternoons a

i s s i-.'l c!;i i 11 an, fro ;n
:.f course, so,

verv little left.

!1
educati on

an

He wouli'i dis.miss

bike -and

Koodriess for the

nil.

sweep out the school, get on his
had been tnugnt - thanl:

.School.
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I taught as I
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ill, it was my job to open up the
concertina divining wall, and take charge of

bC to 90 children, and little help
V.'hen she did arrive, she said.
We’ll dismiss the school and go to the

Ihere were fe;v telephones in tnose days, so
we 'Walked to the nearest Railv/ay Station at Ringwood, and took the
train into the City and went to the Education Department. On hearing
our complaint, I can remember the man looking at me and saying, ’’You
go back and open that school tomorrow and, when v/e can find a
reliever, we’ll send him.”
about a week, I carried on,
whatever with tnose pupils,
cleaner's remuneration.

When the H.T. Wcas absent,

school,push back the
the eight grr^des, with, perhaps,
from the Sewing Teacher,
^oing to work like this.
Education Department".

"I'm not

At age 15, who was I to argue, so, for
mostly a^one, and I had no trouble
and 1 had no "higher duties"nor

How things have changed’.

When the reliever did arrive, mr. v;>^ittle retired from ill
health, and mr. Hatfield wras appointed H.T. He came from Jumbunna,
and he had never had a Junior Teacher under him. His son, Ray, had
already passed his yierit, and he coula not enter a High School until
the following year, so he sat in my room and I taught him algebra
and geometry.

Henderson was the District Inspector i,D.I.) who visited
the school twice a year. The first visit was for a check on the
o rgaiiization, the buildings and teachers generally. The second v;as
to exanine tne pupils, both orally and in their written work. It
was a busy aay, for al.-. the pupils’ work had to be corrected and
the results entered in the roll, with a writte.n report by the
Ihe chances ol’ a teac'-ier's j-romotion rested on that report.

i'ii r. >
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1 nao to talve an ai'ternoon to visit tne Gleriferria

e had to maiie samplers in botn woollen
siiowing various stitches and methods, sucl; as

atching corners of sheets,
tcussets and ma;*y things unhear; of by dress-

h^mid. Tnere were no fane.;- sewing machines

>.nce a ween,

I’chool to jearn sewing,
ana cotton .material,
n emming, top sewing, ’vvhii;ping, pintuening,
three cor.nered tears,

err: toca;-, aiaa all oy

I
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then.

V.'hen tne sev/ing teacher resigiied, 1 hah to teach sewinr^. I
nad never learnt knitting myself, ana 1 remember =. lass asking me
ho’A' to turn the heel of a man’s sock. I nad learnt the rule "Rever

admit to a cnild that you do not knov/", so I said, "You Liay sit
ne:-:t to Vicky (^HoOKer) ; she nas Just turned hers, and you must

e:*;t wee.., it was tne toe, so a._ain Viexy, unkno?diU
Fearing tnat she would aSi-^ me tne next week ho» to

second sock, 1 asked my sister, and
Incidentally, I have never knitted s sock in

»i
wnisper. )

n' .vein

with four needles for the

was

cast on

she taught me that,
my life.
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scriool ground was fenced in with posts and wire netting,
of oeautiful ripe cherries in the

The children were never warned, but
never attempted to steal any of his fruit.

The large yard had been c_eared along the front fence to a
depth of a line running from the back of the school building. Behind
that was bush land, gum trees and scruo, good cover for hide and
seek, "chasey" and other games.

The girls played oasket ball and rounders on the northern side,
and the boys, cricnet and football. Despite such a small atten<5aace.

The

olloy's orchard, with plenty
spring, was on the north side.
I am certain that they

... r.
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compared with Croydon and Hingv.’ood, we had our share of wins when
we player at Ringwooa, Croydon, Mltch.^n and Forest HiU.

-.V, were marbles - very popular- skiopinr -
ownea a rope - .-ma every boy scrfetched holes to pi -y rn^rble^^
were bouncea against the wall, and araroies.
played with the jack bones from

every girl
Balls

some played hopscotch. Even jacks
a roast leg of lamb, ' ^was popular.

though electricity was laid on,
and we were not popular if we

across the road if she would sometimes
child had

we had no means of heating
asked tne v/oman who lived
- give us hot water when a

water,

an accident.

1 D.I, in ray second vear there in 1926 qnd ho
th!^ P-^ctical te.chil, for pri^otior In
the following year, on the return of ..r. [lendhson hrvlP F
'Ihoof^^h apply for a transfer’to the Ringwood

i,S“. “■ f P.« the third „.d „SS“'’

School Coamlttee and the Mothers' Club were active

saxophone and arums. Desks were stackec high on tne
a/ia tne orchestra was on the dais.
platform w^s erected before the front
oorrowed for the audience,
three ch^s

against the back wall,
●vnen concerts were held,

and stools were
school ov.ned about

a

'.viriQows,
I think that the

ana a ;>iano.

Ihe concerts were

singing, reciting and

1
popu ir, and the children

play acting.
were well trained

They loved dressing uo.
in
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