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FIRE AT RINGWOOD.
--:o:—

THE CLUB HOTEL, FURNITURE, AND
STOCK TOTALLY DESTROYED.

One of the Iargest
conflagrationts

thathas
over occurredin Ringwoodl took place on

Monday night, when the Club Hotel, owned
by Mr. H. C. Boyd,of

Abbotsford,

and
Ieased by Mr. Lindsay,was totally destroyed

by Fire.

Th fire originatedin one of the roomsat

the rear of the
building,

about10.30, and
spread with great rapidityfrom room to
room. The outburst of the flames was so
sudden that tho inmates wore almost panic

stricken,

and it was only with the greatest

difficulty

that they were able to effect their
ascapein the clothes in whichthey stoodup
in.

An soonas Mr. Lindsaysaw the flarneshe
rushed into his bedroomwhere he had put

his
little girl,a childtwoyearsof age.For-

tunately the childhad been safely rescueda
few minutes previousily by ConstableLawless

and some others,who had takenher out
through a window. Mr. Lindsay was not
awareof this,and

believing

that the child
was in the cot, rushedinto the burning room.

Mr. Quigley saw the dangerhe was in and
rushedto his

assistance.

and therewas no
time to be lost he caulght hold of Lindsay

(whowas in a greatstaleof
excitement,

and
was looking about for the cot) and
carriedhim out of the room.They had
only just got

outside when tho roof fell in.
One minute more and the two men would

have been buried in the burningdebris.

The fire had been burning for some time
before Mr. and Mrs. Lindsaywere awareof
the fact that all theirchildren,

as well as
themselves,had been saved.

Constable Lawless did all he could to pre-
serve order and prevent people from rushing

into danger, and it was some time beforehe
knew that the family had been safely res-
cued.

The flames spreadwith such rapidity,

that it was found
impossible

to save any-
thing. Even the wearing apparel belonging

to the
children could not be got at, and Mr.

Lindsaywas so excitedthat he forgot all
aboutthe moneyin the till.The sum of
five pounds in moneyand chequesto the
valueof fortypoundswas

destroyed

The stock, furniture,

etc., is valuedat
about £600, all of which was

completely

consumed, not a single vestige being saved.
The stock and furniturewas insured in

the Victoria InsuranceCompany for £200
A large stack of firewoodin the yard

caught fire, but thiswas pit out by a numberof willinghandswith bucketsof watercar-

ried from a deep hole close by.
When the fire had burntitselfout, and

Mr. Lindsay had timefor
reflection,

it was
found that he was more severely burned than
was at first

imagined,

whilehis little girl
had one of her arms severely burned.All
their clothes and wearing apparel were con-

sumed. The neighbours were very kind,
and rendered all the assistance in their power

to the sufferers.


