
Dr Soantlebury also joined in com- j
sc plimenting the centre at liing'wood
h'on its service. There had been a

per cent, response to invitations I <
j^j,sent out. This she would like to
ofsee reacli 100 per cent,
detercstng to note that babies up to
thtwo years

J-bto the centre,
was not

tj.. „ 1*1 I Tlio Premier m*ged the municipalities
A ● -i Centre. Ito abolish anomalies of this kind and

_ An invitation .is extended to all j cease to employ sweated labor, whereupon
interested in baby welfare to be pre- he would submit a recommendation to

: sent at a meeting to be held at the Cabinet to grunt them a little more as-
I Town Hall' on Monday next -it ‘1 distance. Whilst Box HUl paid only £182
i o’clock A J'lfHoc’ ● <- aimum, Pootscray paid £200. This
10 Clock. A iaches^ ^committee is to Tvas entirely,wi-ong; there should be a

reasonable basis of uniformity in pay
ments where the-services rendered were
similar.

a;-

1

l

It was in¬

i', o]an’-ni-J

were still being brouglit
. The centre movement '.

yet general in.Victoria,
largely because of financial stress.
.They would all like to see its further .

\ extension. Whilst there
for encouragment in the mortality ;
figures, they still had to deal witn
the great problem of infectious dis- '

which periodically occurred,
and which increased the death rate.
The help of the best brains
necessary towards immunising against
infantile infectious diseases

occasioned both suffering and often
death. There
registered

They
increased interest displayed by both
medical students and
.sion generally. The
nourishment for the infant was of
groat importance, and in this de-
purimenc also much was

taught,

i _ In every way the centres had
t justified tnemselvos, and she would
I say in conclusion, take encourage-
s ment and continue with the splendid
I',work being done.

CHILD WELFARE NURSES. hi

1

ringwood baby health
CENTRE. was reason ■

RESTORATION OF FULL
GRANT SOUGHT.

●:o:

Annual .Meeting,
fno.annual meeting of the Rincr

wood Baby Health Centre t^ok p Lee
beioi^e a large gathering of in-
tmested ladies at the Town Hall
Monday afternoon.
The Mayor, Cr R. W. Daw^s

copied tho_ chair, and after welconi-
tlif ''’‘sitors and complimenting
the centre on the excellent work
done, .nv,ted Dr Vern SoantlobmV,
Di ector of Infant \VeIfare, to prS
side. Associated with Dr Scantle-
bury were Mrs White, of the Com
tiM Council of Centres, Mrs A
Blooa, ex-Mayoross, and Mrs 4 t’
TM Yjce-president of the centre!
iho Croydon centre was well re

in-osented i,y Mrs D. C. £
J. Watson. Mrs If P t’

»nd Mrs k; Scott '
So' ■ '‘"/i <^'oRu‘houn worealso in attendance. ^ "tie

... Annual Report,

sec^^t'arv Sn

f. months Regret was expressed timt ^
g the valuable services of Mrs Dawes
M and Mrs Wilmot had been lost to

the centre. Sister McCartney had !
t attended a refresher course

continued to do excellent work’
attendances were satisfactory
MJ.‘’tenancc food had been ^

z bad occurred over the twplv*^
c had totalled '

134/. individual babies 127, with dO ‘

f to the doctor, and 1-J in

caces

Premier Sympathetic.
Introduced by Mrs. Weber, M.L.A.,

deputation from city and country
ciiml authorities yesterday waited
the Premier (Mr. Dunstan) with a re
quest that the annual Government

was

on><

a b< which(
niuni- oc-

oi\ were in Victoria aOU
infant welfare nurses,

were also graceful for thegran;

of £125 for each nurse employed at in
fant welfare centres should be restored.
This was one of the budget items sub
jected to a cut early in the depression
'period,

j The deputation was supported by seve
ral members of Parliament and Cr
Ai-cher (mayor of Box Hill), Cr. Rigby
(prasident of the Municipal Association)
Sir W. Leiceh (president of
torian baby health centres) and Dr
stance Ellis.

The speakers stressed the great value
of the work performed by infant welfare
centre nurses, and said that since
grant liad been reduced from

tile profes-
niatter for

ca

fo

il-

ai

being(
ai

tt

ir

tl

the Vic-

Con-

01

01
I

p
ir- Infaiit Welfare.

Mitcham ami Blackburn Sliiro, stat
ing that the appui-ntment of a Sister
for the Infant Welfare Centre had
been left in the hands of the Slnre
President and health officer.

.4t the instance of Crs. Biooil and
McCaskill, the appointment of Sister
Macartney wa.s ratified.

the

-- ^125 to

£100 per annum considerable hardshio
had been Inflicted on the movement
Recently the grant had been
restored by
which had flxed the

partiaD.v

the pra^ent Goveniment,
-- sum at £112 10/

per annum. These nurss.s, it was stated
were instrumental in saving the lives of

aiM -»iethef-.^r
and their advice and treatment

^fiPJ'eciated throughout

Cr. ,/^cher declared that the Govern-
ment should shoulder the whole burden
of equippmg and maintaining infant vvel-

&a‘‘?ctfvTy? ‘e"S rthl
centres.

w

tl

B
and

The;
and ' M '

I'egularly

h
Town Clerk.

',,,3r Welfare Centre—The i
medical ofiicers of liealth of the two
interested mimicipalitios met at Ring-
"ood, and considered ajiplications for

ami .selectee Miss Macartney as the
inost suitable applicant. This seMe
tion was .submitted to the committees
;ea ing with the matter and aclLptS

●Ly them. Sister Alacavtnev ha.s been
notified tliat she will be expeNed S'
commence duty at Ringwood o! the '
raHSed

were r

the

f

given by tliese s

Balance Sheet. o

B.'bburseinents
A/ lb/.

P
«

Abandon Sweated Labor. ■ Oit

aw C{

The Premier, in reply, said he appre
ciated the great value of and necessity
for the work of the infant welfare cen*'
tres In his opinion there was great
need for uniformity in the conduct of

'in.stltufcions. Glaring anomalies
existed for V'hich some of the
lities were

1

cl

grants,
totalled

a ,
1

d
r.. ., Election of Oificevs,

sb rt-esidciit, Mayoress for time
be being; vice-presidents, Mesdames A
on Blood, A. T. Milos and W. '

appointment to'
I ade by committee; committee Mes

C. Wedge, Wigley,
Watson Hunt, senr., A. T. Miles
w I*’- E- Luc

●■/i ● Bewitt, A. :
Astle, Mackinlay and J.

nf . -Addresses.
-.,1?^^ oB too brief I
-uJv, alter congratulating the Ring-

like that te Victoria should feel

SI, s p- ‘l s i i
X S'?S; i 1

10
J

municipa-

Por instance,
some were paying them nurses up to £260
per annum, in most cases the rate wa.s
over £200 a year, whilst others. Includ
ing Box Hill, paid £182 and even less.
It appeared to him that before asking
the Government to contribute more, some
of the municipalities should put their
own house in order by agreeing upon a
reasonable basis of remuneration The
pr^ent payment by the Government was

per annum, provided the muni
cipalities. contributed
make the total

Baby Health Centre.
]*’ol]'>wing on the recent establish

ment of the Ringwood Baby Health
Centre, a visit of inspection was
paid 10 hcad(iuartor.s in East Mel
bourne on Mond.ay morning by Mrs.
Arthur Langley, Mrs. A, J. Woola-
cott, Mrs. W. Mackinlay and. Mrs.
V. Errington in regard to the equip
ment necessary for the Ringwood
C’entre. It is anticipated that the
Sistei’ will take over duties at the
latter end ol’ January, ami the offi
cial opening will take place some

months later. i'Z~J/

ire^onsible.
i;

Mackin- i;

Iue

H. E. s

of| t

as,
M. Ibbotson,
E. Brawiie.
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i move an amendment: That the'
Ltown clerK endeavoxu to ai^a g
rcor^nTTern^^a^tUe move

mere ^vas no =sGonder. tlm,
Mayer put. '

“the Council agrees to the

Baby Health Centre.
Secretary Infant Wol[arc Commit

tee, asking that the two rooms to
be used a.s a centre at tile Town Hall
be re-colored bull’, and that the lloors
be covered, and that a wash basin
be placed in one of the rooms, and
intimating that it was proposed to
open the centre on 21st .Tamiary.

Cr. Miles: Who is to pay for all
these requirements? When he agreed
to the establishment of the centre be
believed tiiat their final expense was
the 50/50 arrangement, ufith Mit
cham and Blackburn. It would

probably cost -.£-3.0 to £40, and this
he did not feel the ratepayer.s should
be called upon to provide. The
painting of the rooms had been done
as recently from 12 to 18 months

Perhaps as a wash basin
was also necessary in the room when
that was used for ladies’ cloak pur
poses that could be agreed upon,
and at the most that tlie floor of
this same room might be covered with

lino. Beyond these he woukl not go-;
Crs. McCaskill and Wilkins sup-'
ported this view, which on being put
was agreed to. <i//2.JX^

RINGWOOIl HEALTH CENTRE.

1 WELFARE 'cENTRE.

1 A Meeting of liuliee
Infant Welfarr "●■>1

M'Saf'attennSn D^ecemben jAPRlL H, 192S.
3rd, when it id
Ladies’ Commit^

. work of the U" ‘ .
be establi^ed in
All ladi

present, s
represe^
Wluti/o
CcnW'e Association

r

osed to form a 	
to assist in the .

Tot Welfare Centre of the Blackburn and
the Borough. I Shire to fall in with their a.rm"Se-

aro requested to be ments so that they pay half the
^p is desired to have a j i cos_t.
.htive Committee. Mrs., .
f the Victorian Baby Health,

,-ill be present. |

Mitcham

to

I would li>ke to be
I would

or the town clerk
of the

that we may know-
stand before we definitely

Cr. Blood:

enlightened about it.
the Mayor

^ get in touch with some
-i authorities so

● more

lil!
, w

● CO

ELVIE S. JIcALPINago.

I how WeMayoress.

He "then seconded Cr. McCaski'll’s
further iiiforma-I),.by Hclth Centre

H SSTr-d Miicbim lbi?e
g'olnedL S^rRingwond Borongb
Ttin: rfraSb/e" Italrt ct??e
to^rerve both per
were prep..red to c°ntr.butc^MO^per
tha^a ^Tnfifar amount
^/;u,^‘"frS’nt?rd"ioinS' br the

amendment that
tion be sought.

Cr. Wilkins:

if we pay half we
sister here half time,
will have to provide a room,
not tlrmk w-e need more information,

the Health Centre is
be the

w ho will

not the
1 am quite

I understand that
shall have the

Each place
I do

As soon as

established here
residents of

I it Avill

Ringw'ood

want the information,
Couiica. (Laughter),
satisfied that if we leave it to the

clerk to make the necessary
full

1^^n

Official Opening of Building.
L’jfore introducing Mr W. J. Boy-

land, M.L.A., to the large gathering
of representative citizens who assem
bled for the opening of the nmv
building of the Ring-wood Health ;
Centre on Monday afternoon, the ;
Mayor, Cr A. T. Miles, thanked the '
ladies for their splendid assistance .
in connection with this valuable work, ,
and congratulated Mr Boyland on his

The coun-

two municipahties.
Cr. Wilkins; Could _the^ town

I give us the a- ■'
I by a

clerk
town

arrangements w'e shall get our
share of service.

Cr. McAlpin:
if the town clerk
information to gi're

The town clerk told the meet
ing that when he was in Ararat

! Sister Peck came and addressed the
Borough Council and then the Shiie
Council. It was agreed to have

sister working betw'een the two
“She was to reside

he said,

Hall for her.

^ . ' ';-ual cost to he borne
„ municipality which establishes

Babv Health ('entre. . .
The town clerk; The

pays £125 per annum, and the Go\
ornment pays a similar amount.

_ Tnlanf Weifare Service. larger health schemes which aiebeing
^ BViL-kbuni-Mitcham Shire, stating; .jic-cussed. That aspect should be
# that a commiUee cf f.uu- had heeii Sdered. - ^PP^n
^ appointed from tne Counci to con-; adjoining Shiie
\ sider matters relative to the osta - ost with us. I

lishment of an Infant Wellare Ceii- ^his Council fal in with
r., ami suggesting that this Council jjj.^.3„ge,-nent. provided we

- might act similarly, after which a accommodation,
coiifei-cnce of the two coinmitteesi ^^3^. I would like to ^
could be arranged. out that Blackburn and .

Cv. :.I-Caskill moved, Cr. W ilkms g^j^.3 j^as offered to
^ seconded, that Council agree to the: ^ should ^ whkh
h suggestion made and. appoint four half of the cost, wmen

represent;’tives. Carriecl. Cr. -'ic .^ould be £65. eo^riruy

Caskill nominated the Mayor, Crs. Wilkins seconded, saying
● Blood, Wilkins ami _ McCas!dll... . , ; had always thought would be

good thing to have a Baby health
Ke Baby Health Centre.—A con-Centre. “If we are in a position xc

ference of the delegates appointed wet a neighbouring. Shire to bea
by the Borougli of Ringwood and half the cost, and if we have t
Shire of Blackburn and Mitcham was Genti*e here, it would ue abig aa-
held at the Town Hall. Ringwood, vantage. ,, , ,
on Friday, November 2nd. The mat- Or. Miles; We would not have tn

I would like to
has any

a

know
us.

more

be

election to rarliament. _
cil had been pleased to provide the
building, recognising_that_thP- Co’'*-

a

municipalities,
in the Ararat Shire,”

provi>ded the Town
estimated cost was £250 a yeai

paid £190, the re
being for

‘and

we

The

The sister was
mainder of the money

and sundry equipment,
authorities at
towards the

stationery

The Health Centre
'that timie paid £30
‘equipment of the Centre, and pio-
vided it with cars baskets, etc.
^he Blackburn and ^^'^eham Shiie
land the Ringwood Borough °Pened

Baby Health Centre,
T know of the arrangements the
[sister would spend three days here
land three days there duricig the
‘week. Bach would have to provide

! rooms and pay half the salary.
' Cr. Miles;

securecan
tre If

4 a

he

I would suggest, to

iget over the difficulty. _ tl^at Cr.
'McAlpin add to ^\otion; Iro-
vi’ded that at least half of the sis

time is spent in Ringwood.

i

tef’s

ter was fully discussed, and the fol- centre here. j .u ● +v,o ●

i lowing resolutions \-ere carried for Cr. Wilkins: I understand tUact y
i recommendation to Councils. want us to provide a building her .

●● Cr. Miles; I want to point out
(a) That the town clerk for the that if we pay half the cost

time being re appointed treasurer of ,shall have the sister here only on
the centre. 'a fortnight,

(b) That the centre he affiliated TJie town
with the Victorian Babv Health find a room for the sister.
Centre Association. . Cr. McOasklll: I , to

(c) That the sister, when ap- move a little ™,
pointed, attend as follows:—Ring- formation he sought
wood Mondays and Thursdays, Black- matter. Those things aie J
burn on Tuesdays, Mitcham on Wed- fusing at tmnes.
nesdays, and Friday to be spent as the opportunity of ®. . ^
far as possible equally between the body come n'onfrp reallv

two .nu.?ieinaiities.‘ ■

The treasurer wa.s directed to cal! ^ miWic^ vvmtdd
for applications for appointment to were held, ,.nmp along

the position of sister to the centre,

and Cr.Wilkins seconded,

McAlpin withdrew
It was finally carried. .

Ringwood Borough Council tails m
with the suggestion provrded suit
able arrangements can be made foi

accommodatioa ot coat
time is

Cr.
his amendment.

That the

1

we

. 1

clerk: We .shall have to

that Ringwood pay

provided half the sislei a
spent in Ringwood.

111-

tliis

some-
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FIRST COMMITTKK Mb'ETIXG.

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A

BABi' HEALTH CENTKE. ●
The first montllly committee meet

ing of the Ringwood Infant Welfare
Centre was held in the Town Hall
on Monday afternoon. The attend
ance was splendid, and members

most enthusiastic. The Mayoress
of Ringwood (Mrs. .1. B. McAIpin)
occupied the chair, others present
being Mesdames Mackinlay, Langley,
Dawes, Watson, Hunt, Wigley, Ro
binson. iNIcKeon, Pratt, Woolacolt,
Errington (hon. secretary) and Sis
ter Macartney. Apologies were re
ceived from Mesdamos Wedge, Bar
nett tnd Webber.

The minutes of the Inaugural and
executive meetings held on Decem
ber 3, were read and confirmed.

It was unanimously agreed that
the future monthly meetings be held
on the second Monday, in lieu of
the fourth Thursday, as previously
arranged.

Highly satisfactory reports wore
received re donations of equipment,
and the secretary was instructed to
write and thank the donors.

On the motion of Mrs. Dawes, sec
onded by Mr.a. Langley, Mrs. Woola-
cott was appointed assistant secre
tary.

In at least one direction, Monday

of the current w'eek constituted an

epoch-making event in regard to the
progressiveness of Ringwood.
Baby Health Centre was duly open
ed, the establishment of which will
●prove to be of incalculable benefit
to the particular community coii-
cerned. Several months ago, when

the-members of the Ringwood East
Progress Association resuscitated a

1 long-i)onding proposal this journal, in
‘ accordance with its policy, presented
both sides of tiie question, inasmuch
as in the first instance the expres

sions of opinion ventilated by the
aforesaid members were reported,
and shortly after the somewhat op
posing views taken by prominent cit
izens was also published at some
length. Further, trenchant editorial
comment on the situation probably
materially assisted in advancing Uie
interests of the project. Then in

i the general agitation that followed
I and the problem which had to be
●faced as to the best method by which The names of Mesdames Hunt, lu-
the expenditure that would be in- cas and Hansen were added to the
curred by the establishment of tiie | committee,
'centre could be adequately met, the Mesdames McAIpin and Errington
Blackburn and Mitcham Shire an- reported having paid a visit to Dr.
thorities suggested amalgamation Vera Scantlebury, Director of In-
with Ringwood on a fifty-fifty basis. fant Welfare for Victoria.
Hence it came about that the ma- On behalf of all pre.seiit Mrs. Mc-
chinery of achievement, so to speak, Alpin extended a cordial welcome
was put into motion, and with what to Sister Macartney, who will be in
amount of successful propaganda is charge of the centre,
evidenced by the centre now being Mesdames Jlackinlay and Woolla-
'an accomplished fact. Suffice it to cott were appointed delegates to the
state that apart from the immense monthly meetings of the central
●benefits which will accrue from its council,
establishment, it may bo emphasised Arrangements were made for vol-
that a ba'bv health centre opens wide notary helpers to be in attendance
its doors to rich and poor alike. No on the afternoons that the centre
invidious distinction is made, and. is open. It was further resolved
logically, it may claim to he one of that two , regulaUon uniforms be
the outstanding democratic institu- made for same. Tjig monthly committee meeting
tions in Australia to-day. All con- Leave of absence wa.s granted to of the above was held in the Town
cerned who cross the threshold of Mrs. McAIpin for four months, and Monday afternoon. Those
■'its portals will receive an equal it was unanimously resolved to defer present were:—Mesdames Mackinlay
degree of sound advice from the ex- opening until her return. the chair). Hunt, Dawes, Blood,
perienced-sister in charge. The civic The Deputy Mayoress (Mrs. Mac- wigley, Lucas, Langley, McKeon,
£alherg,^of Ringwood have justifiable kmlay) was hppointed acting presi- Wedge, Robinson, Pratt, Watson,
reason to be proud of many features fieiR- Miles, Barrett, Woollacott, Howshlp
for which this thriving borough has Errington. Apologies for ab-
secured a sure ' foundation on the sence were received from Mesdames

map of iirogre.ss. For example, the Long, Webber and Hansen,
main street is a thoroughfare second The minutes of the previous mect-
10 none, and l.s surmounted with j were read, and confirmed on the
a handsome soliders’ memorial clock ^ -2.^ motion o'f Mesdames Miles and
lower which is a monument in itself. i ^ 'I’o'vn Clerk.-^e Baby Health
Now that a baby health centre has ^Center. D . . , ’ ,, Mesdames Dawes and MeXeon

been established it takes its place ripnarlment viWd Ring- deputed to interview the town
ami will-retain prestige as another , p . N rironosed es- clerk in regard to the public ceas-

„tar lu tl.e rlrmament ot ●●'■ivanoe- ^ ^elat've to i„g to ooter the hall on'Bicthre
meut. I discussed the subject ' "iskts through the waiting room of

wKh your Medical Offices of Health centre. f u i *
and Town Clerk Full particulars The sister’s report showed a to-
regarding population to be served. Jal attendance of 44 babies during
accommodation and vital st>atistics he month Oh March, an increase of
were given to the Director, who ioi 12 on the preceding month
'turn outlined the steps to be taken ^ Arrangements were made for mem-
bv the Council’s concerned in the hers to make the model set of gar-
event of a grant being made by the. mfnts required for the centre as
Minister of Health. ■ N6 money will follows:—Knitted singlet Mrs Ba
be avaiilable until the next financial rett; flannel petticoat Jlrs. Hunt,
year, and the Director intended re- frock jacket and nightdress, Mrs.
porting to thte Health DepartTnent Langley, rompeis, Mrs. Lucas,
immediately on her return to the
City from Ringwood. No further
steps can be taken until word is re
ceived from the Departnmt.

That mothers appreciate the value
of the work performed by tne baoy
health centres was shotva by the
report to last weea’s meetiiig of
Ringwood Borough Council as to
tile operation of the centre in the
borough. Sister Macartney rei^ortea
chat during January 18 babies had
je..n atiended, five visits' were muae
to homes, and In nine cases medical
-ctenuou was recomuie

.'iiary there were twelve new entries,
the total attendances were „„».e
15 visits were macie to homes and
medical attention
■ hree cases.

Cr. McCaskill stated that he had
ittended the first meeuug oi uic
centre and learned a number of
points of interest. Baby health cen-
-res started in June, ly27, aa Rich-
norid. and since then bO had been
formed.

The
UK*

/S- 5 ■

ii

recom'i-.\giidecI iii

It was a nation .

nd did not benefit any one particu
lar class. No ●

■hafged, no treatment was given, but
sick babies were referred to their
doctors. Attendances

the ye *r

while more than 54,000 visits
made to homes by sis.,eis.
ed that the work of the local centre
was going \vifih a swing, and
ed it was going to be an asset of
importance to national life.

at cen^. .

were

Ringwood Infant Welfare
Centre!

I



Mr. Grccnwoml’s Andress.

Mr. Oreonwood was very cordially
received, and referred in his open-

remarks to his early days in

Rin^wood, and his pleasure at being
at tile function. Continuing, he said
he well remembered the initial stag
es of the Health Centre movement.

Ho was approached by the ladles who
first started the movement, to in
duce the Minister to make a grant

for baby health centres. Since then
the movement has gone ahead by
leaps and bounds.
Centres were now distributed all

over the country and were making
a difference in the health of chil

dren and the happiness of homes.
The centres were doing splendid
work, and the principle should be
extended.

opening of such an important insti
tution should be a red letter day
for Ringwood.
centres was to prevent disease,
movement for the prevention of dis
ease was no new tiling. In Mosaic
days laws were laid down for the
care of health, and to-day we were
doing the same thing. But with the
aid of science we were to-day real
ising to a greater extent the impor
tance of good health. “We are try
ing to help all to come and make
use of the infant health centres and
thus make the movement a success,’’

emphasised Dr. Scantlebury. “The
centres deal with children to the age

bf two years. That is the initial
stage of the movement. American

centres go' right up to adult life,
and anyone can go and have medical
inspection. The whole idea Is to

prevent disease by finding out at an
early stage the root of the trouble.
The various centres have skilled help
In the sisters, who receive special
training, and there is a State regis
tration for nurses. Interesting fig
ures showing a 50 per cent, de
crease in infantile mortality in Vic-
:oria during the first quarter of this
year, as compared with the previous
five years, show the importance and
good effect of welfare centres. If.
adequate care is given to the pre-
n.atal 50 per cent, of infantile nvor-

tality could be prevented. A State
school service of medical Inspection
has been in operation for some years,
but the period of life from two to
●Ax years needs more attentioji. ami
medical inspection should be avail
able at least twice a year for such.
The movement must extend to the
schools, and, to follow Mr. Green
woods’ idea, to adult life. The medi-

s.al profession are always glad to'
help in the prevention of sickness.
The mothers of Ringwood are to be
iongratulated on having a health
■entre, and they should take full ad

vantage of it. Every credit 'is due
:o the mayoress, the secretary, the
'■ouncil and donors for the com
mencement of the infant health cen

tre in Ringwood.’’ (Applause.)
hlrs. White (secretary of the

Health Centre movement) was next
introduced by the mayor, and in the
course of an interesting speech said
that the movement started 12 years
ago, and nov,- there were 91 centres
in Victoria. 34 of which were under
●jeiitral control. The movement had

rone ahead in leaps and bounds un
til it had become the fashion. A
town which did not have a centre
felt out of it.

given most generous help, and many
centres had been established mainly
●hrough the generosity of municipal
ities. Mr. Greenwood was one’ of
'heir first supporters, and contribut
ed one of the first donations. (Ap
plause.) They did not ask for do
nations. It was the right of every
person to make use of the centre for
the health of their children. A lec
turing nurse was also employed to
visit schools and give lectures to
girls on motherhood. The work of

the health centres, in looking after j
.‘.he health of the babies up to the.
age of two years, meant £ s. d. to

the country. (Applause.)
The speeches were interspersed

with items, which were highly ap
preciated by the audience. Master
Williams, in the character of a wee
Scotch laddie, recited “Wee Mac
Gregor and “The Limitation of the
Day,’’ and Miss Valeria Berger, in
her “Acts of Magic,’’ was most en
tertaining and mystifying and was
leartily applauded. I

Ringwood Infant Welfare The aim of health
Theiiig

n. Centre.
Am

OFFICIAL OPENING BY MR.
GREENWOOD, M.L.A.

Baby Health

The Town Hall had quite a gala
appearance on Monday aHernoou, on
the occasion of the official opening
of the health centre. Flags and
bunting were draped at the front
entrance of the hall, which wore a.
very attractive appearance, due to
the artistic efforts of the ladles’ com
mittee. 'The secreitary, Mrs. Erring-
ton, had made complete arrango-
mftits, and the success of the open
ing ceremony was largely due to her
splendid organising and secretarial
ability, in conjunction with the co
operation of the other otricials and
ladies of the centre. A large and
representative attendance was pres
ent, including representatives from
Mitcham, Blackburn, Box Hill, Fern
Tree Gully and Croydon.

The Mayor of Ringwood (Cr. J. B.
McAlpin) presided, and was support
ed by Mr. Greenwood, M.L.A., and
Mrs. Greenwood; Dr. Vera Scaiitle-
bury (Governinont doctor in charge
of centres), Mrs. White (secretary
of the Baby Health Centre Move
ment), the Mayoress, Mrs. J. B. Mc
Alpin (president of the Ringwood
Centre) and Mrs. Errington (secre-
●:ary). Among other.s present were
noticed Mrs. Chandler (wife of the
.Minister of Public Works), and Jlrs.
Knox (wife of Col. KnoxR Apolo
gies were read from Mr, ahd Mrs.
P, Bamford and Mrs. Travers,
The mayor, in opening proceed

ings. said that that day officially
marked the qommencement of the
Baby Health Centre in Ringwood.
This centre had been in operation

since the beginning of the year, and
there were those who said it should
Iiave been started earlier. But it
must be reniembered that the bor
ough had only been in existence for ‘
five years, and \vays and means had
to be found. Eventually a half-time
centre had been started, and was

now in operation in conjunction with
M.-ickburn and Mitcham Shire. The ;
first step had been to get the'ladies
interested. For this purpose a meet
ing called v.-as attended by 18 Ladies.
Mrs. Errington had been appointee
secretary, and under her organising
ability the centre has worked well.
The council offered tv.’o rooms, now

in use. and with the help of tne

ladies and generous support by the
tradespeople the essential equipment
was provided. Sister Macartney was
appointed sister-in-charge, and has
proved a good sister and organiser,
and she had been helped by four
local ladies, IMisses M. McAlpin,
Tmng, Watson and Browne, who had
taken their turn each week,
centre was doing good work, and
is now in full swing, and it was to
be hoped that the citizens would,
make full use of it and make it a
success. -(Applause.)
then introduced Mr.

M.L.A., at the same time extending
welcome to Mrs. Greenwood, Mrs.

Chandler and Mrs. Knox.

Prevention IJeMer than Cure.

“Medical knowledge and attention
should be utilised to a greater ex
tent in the prevention of sickness.”
stressed Mr. Greenwood. “There are

places where doctors are paid to
keep people free from sickness, and
’hat is the Idea of health centres.

The medical fraternity are doing a
wonderful work, and their skill
should be used more and more In

the path of prevention, rather than
cure.

1

Adult Hoiillh Centre.

“The principle of health centres
should he extended and centres

should bo established in every com
munity for adults,” went on this
astute Parliamentarian, “with the

aim of regular medical inspection,
open to everyone, and thus help to
prevent sickness.” (Applause.) “Cas
es where people have left medical
attention too late are numerous, ami
illness, and in many cases death,
could have been prevented had a
doctor been called in earlier. Now,

if health centres were established

wliero people could go when sick
ness Ihreatoaed, without fear of pay
ment, it would prevent serious ill
ness, and adult healUi centres on
these lines should be established.”

Baby Health Centres Not Cliaritablo

Institutions.

“These health centres,” went on
Mr. Greenwood, “are subsidided by
the Government, and should be pat
ronised by all mothers. They are
not charitable institutions. They are
a grand movement, started for pat-'
riotic reasons—to save Australia’s

best immigrant, the Australian baby.
(Applause.) We want to save our
children, and this health centre

should have your full support and
patronage. I congratulate the mayor
and councillors, the officiafs and the
ladies responsible for the establish
ment of this Baby Health Centre at
Ringwood. and I have great pleasure
in formally declaring this Ringwood
Infant Welfare Centre duly opened,
and wish it every success, trusting
that good health will be assisted in
the district tlirough its establish
ment.” (Applause.)

Cr. McAlpin then introduced Dr.
Ver.T Pcantlehury. Government medi
cal officer for healtli centres.

Dr. Scantlebury said it was an
honor to be present at the official

openlLg of the Ringwood ««ntr«. Th«

The councils had

The

The mayor

Greenwood,

a

/

U'w
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Mr. E. ;W. Greenwood, after re
ferring to his early happy associa
tions with Ringwood when Cr. Mc-
Alpin played the organ at the Wes
leyan Church, said he felt that he
knew something of child welfare,
for had not Mrs. Greenwood and
himself brought up a
seven. He could remember
White asking him to approach the
then Premier with a request for ai
grant towards the Baby Health i

The mayoress (Mrs. McAlpln) nrn-
posed. in appropriate terms, a hearty

Greenwood.
'Dr. iScantlebm-y. M'rs. White .land
AT® This was seconded by

jnr. (vicc-presi-
Jent of the centre) and carried
acclamation.

Mr. Greenwood .suitably respond-
,9“ behalf of those concerned,

nil I then served to
j 1 ir*? ladies’ committee, assist

ed by Sister Macartnev and the aa-
nstant nurses, after which a hearty
vote of thanks was proposed by Mrs
Dawes (vice-president) to the visi
tors from other centres, carried bv
acclamation, and suitably responded
to on behalf of the visitors by Mrs.
Chandler.

family of
Mrs.

by

I

wwv. iiiere were now 91

centres with 200,000 attendances.
Nurses had paid 50,000 visits
mothers. It would be realised justj
what this meant to the relief of;
the minds of the mothers witii con-;
sequent happness in the homes.'
He feit that the principle of these
centres _ could be extended for the
prevention of sickness among older
children and adults. In other words
preventive medicine was of the
peatest importance. The loss to
industry in Australia by reason of
preventable illness was very great.
Too often the doctor was called in
too late. He congratuiatcd the

better than cure”, .'l-’he stage had oeeu ' uecoraLeal effort es-
medicine” were '^'’'th early wattle, palms and bronze P^cmiiy Mrs. McAlpin, Mrs. Mackin-

use by speakers at fftims. whil.st small tab’es had been It was
the olficial opening ceremony of the arranged with bowls of red roses. charitable institution—(ap-
Ringwo-rd Baby Health Centre on Those responsible for these and Pi^use)—-for the Government and
Monday afternoon at the Town Hall, other details which had been effec- ^onicipality were providing its ser-
Ti e Centre had really been function- t*vely carried out, were Mrs. J. B was the right of
mg since January, but it had been McAlpin, Mrs. V. Errington, Mrs. advantages. He
Ihoug it desirable to postpone the l-^argley, Mrs. Hunt, . sen. Mrs. “ 1" Ring-
oucu'.l opening until the middle of Havioi, Mrs. .Wcolacott, Mrs. C. ' Centre^open, and trusted that!
the year. Consequently the date Mrs. Wigley, Mrs. F. R. result tne future citizens would
was fixed for Monday last. The I--ocas, Mrs. W. Mackinlay. junr., the benefits and blessings of
ha'.l was well filled with citizens. G. J. Pratt, Mrs. C. Howship,
Croydon was represented by the Plood, Mrs A. T Miles, Master Williams
president (.Mrs. D. C. Lilley), Mrs. ^r.s J. W. Barrett, Mrs. G. Me- .v 9
vV. J. Watson (vice-president), Miss Mrs. E. E. Robinson. Mrs. Youth.
H. 0. Turner, and Mrs. Kenneth McKeon- , Scantlefaury said it was a red
Scott; Fern Tree Gully by Mrs A I The chairman, Cr. J. B. McAlpin, hotter day for Ringwood. She
E. Chandler (president), Mrs. Col'. introducing Mr. Greenwood, tra- ?P®®® prevention was better
Knox (vice-pre.sident) and Mrs vc^'sed the history of the movement J-nan cure, and this really summed
ChuUlelgh (secretary);’Blackburn by establishment of the ® u, ^^®j® centres.
Mrs. Elmore (president) Mrs Bar- Ringwood centre. It had been asked considerable^ advance has
nelt (.secretary)- Mrs Victor B’ack why had not the institution been in- made in preventive medicine.
Mrs. Bett and Mr,s Anderson ● curlier. In reply to this he \®r, -
Mit-ham by Dr. Leibert Mrs Geo’ would have them remember that ®fi®^®® enabled them to give
Walker and Miss Edwards. ' Borough Council was only five acting. Tne bene-
Amongse those present were- years old. With so much to do this iresh and clean food were

Mesdames E. E. Robinson A Blood' ^cen found practicable. As but now tney spoke
Hutton. F. R. Imca.r T ■ Ivans: time it was found possible
W'^igley, Dawes, McKeon Wale Me- to arrange for a part time sister. ® L, t_ of everyone to
Caskjll, J. W. Barrett, A. T. Miles Eiehtecn ladies had evinced much „f''®,!''® important period
Whiter. A. C. Beilbv F. Matthews’! i*^tei*est, and they had been fortunate ®- ^ child s life was fpm two to
W. Matlock, P. Nielsen A. j’ i” securing the services of so ener- tj^„{® ui” America she had seen
Dwight, N. Ferguson N Newell r! getic and capable a secretary as Mrs. Deaith Centres at which the
Bartlett, G. McLaren Av Mac’kin- Rn'ington. The Council had granted 9^ adult-
lay, C. Howship, Stoney, senr., R. C. centrally situated rooms which attention. The slogan
Stoney, T. Grant, B. McAluin T proven to be ipost suitable. , mT® ®^^mined on
Williams, 0. J. Pratt, L. 'Travers The ladies with £25 at their dis- ● ^^® i. *^ow
Misses Grant, V. Berger. Yencken’ by way of grants had been schools for m-
and a large number of mothers and able to collect a further £35 from forward 'to
babes. generous Ringwood business houses, v„,. ^ ^ '’'hen children

In addition to a very renvesenta- ^hus comfortably equipped ●
tiv2 gathering of ladv repre- the Centre. In Sister McCartney ^ "9 advantages of some
sentatives of neighbouring B^aby I they had an enthusiastic and highly . ^
Health Centres. Crs. J. B. Me- shilled nurse. The centre was now between the.^e ages
Alpin, A. T. Miles and W Mackin- functioning well with the help of n-irt- tne ciiiJd required such care,
la/ were presenranS n/ti'ced were several ySung ladies. It was" for ^ f be examined at least
Dr. A. T. Langley, Rev. G. Me- the mothers of these districts to ^^hools ^ attending
Laren, Messrs. Dawes. Wedse ! avail themselves of all that the ®“Oiiid most certainly be
Travers, C. Howship and \ F B"^®*^tre offered. That it would be a . ? examined. Co-operation
Long. P (1 .‘1 r. ^5. I workers m the in-
At the chief table the Mayor (Cr.!i hardly necessary to introduce Mr. imnorta/pp t!f fL

J. B. McAlpin) occupied the chair, ! Greenwood, for he could be said to . P. result/ t ^^®
whilst on his right were Dr. Vera ' he one of the pioneers of Ringwood, p ?® ^/-htamed.
Scantlebury, State Director of In- ' and had been elevated to the seats j then ^betw/?/'^tb/°/^ ^
fant Welfare, and Mrs. White. ^he mighty. Mrs. Greenwood too between the se.'eral States
general secretary Association of had spent her earlier days also at
Baby Health Centres, and on his loft Ringwood. 			 	
Mr. E. W. Greenwoed, M-L.A.,
Greenv/oed and the Mayore.ss (Mrs
●McAlpin). Apologies were tendered
from Mr. and Mrs. P. Bamford.

to

I

INFANT WELFARE.
I

:o :

1 RINGWOOD CENTRE OPENED
y'

“Prevention

and "preventive
terms much in

every

gave “Wee Mac-|
an encore “Limi

new, but

ye.ars would

was most desirable. Mrs. McAlpin,
Mrs. Mackinlay, Mr.s. Errington, the

I donors and the Council were to be
Uhanked for their efforts on behalf
t of the centre.

Mrs.
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INFANT WELFAKt. I as disclosed by weight cards,

munici^palities had been difficult ..
: get interested, but once aroused nro-

I sums of money for build-
three buildings at a cost of £6000i
and another at £2500. They had a
lecturer who spoke to school girls

0’^ mother-

cratt, and they became very
terested, and greatly prized the con
sequent certificates. This work was
being assisted by such amounts as
that of the Richmond Council, which
subsidises a pure milk supply
mothers. At Ballarat there
sister and three at Geelong
country districts they co-operated
''ith a Bush Nursing Association.
>.n ●* sisters of the latter
loceived four months’ training in
mother craft in association with the
uaternity certificate. As a result of

Cen-

ties It had been estimated that the
cases of re-admission to the Chii-
drens Hospital hid been reduced
b> dO per cent. In short, the busi-
wa?th5 Health Centres"as the creation of
^■*Hz®ns. .(Applause.)

ofrS-beiS
President: At the instance, of Mrs.

Mrs

Mrs.
, , White said she was glad

I that the centre was affiliated with
the Association of Baby Health
Centres. Municipal councils had
done wonderfully well by these in
stitutions. They looked forward to
the tune when as at Richmond the
centre would possess a building of
Its own. Mothercraft was a sub
ject which so many girls became in
terested in at school. Out of those

I who sat for the examinations 1025
gained 7o per cent., and
whom answered correctly
cent, of the .subiects set. Mother-
craft was a subject of the greatest

to the womenfolk
Austi-a ia. £ s. d. expended would

, be well rewarded in this direction.
} Miss Berger capably entertained
with some particularly well given
sleight of hand tricks. She was
plauded.

Mrs. McAlpin tendered a vote of
thanks to the speakers and artists.
Mrs. Maclunlav seconded the tribute.

1 Greenwood suitably
responded. Mr. Greenwood, in pro
posing a vote of thanks to the chair-

see pre-

sent Mrs. Knox and Mrs. Chandler,
both of whom were the wives of
his masters, the Cabinet Ministers.

Mrs. Dawes suitably thanked
representatives of the
Fern Tree Gully, Mitcham
burn and Box Hill
presence.

Mrs. Chandler most
thanked Mrs. Dawes
the visitors.
The

Some
to

RINGWOOD CENTRE CON
STITUTED.

At the instance of the Mayoress,
Mrs. J. B. McAlpin, a well-attended
and representative meeting of ladies
took place at the Ringwood Town
Hall on Monday afternoon. The
jiurpose of the meeting was to elect
office-bearers and to hear a helpful

, address by Mrs- White, tlie honorary
1 organising secretary nf the Baby
: Health Centre A.s.sociacion of Vic
toria.

m-

423 of
50 per

for

was one

It will be rcremiu'i'ed that
the municipalities of Ringwood, Mit'
cham and Blacklnirn resohed to in-
stal centres and to share the services
of a sister-in-charge.

T-hose in

Mayor (Cr. J. B. McAlpin), Mrs. J.
B. McAlpin, Mrs. Dawes, Mrs. Mac-
kinlay, Mrs. Stoney, senr., Mrs.
Webber, Mrs. II. E. Watson, Mrs. G.
McLaren, Mrs. E. E. Robinson, Mrs.
J W. Barrett, Mrs. Woolcott, Mrs.
A. Langley, Mrs. C. Wedge, Mrs.
C. Howship and Mrs. Braund,

White was acompanied by
Mrs. Oakden, of the Central Council
of the Association.

The Jlayor outlined the steps which
had -been taken up to the stage
which they had reached that day.
It was felt that tliese centres were
a necessity. As ..a preliminary it
had been decided that the two ad
joining municipalities of Ringwood
and Mitcham and Blackburn should
become associated on a half a.nd half
basis, although ho foresaw the time		

when Ringwood would require a Ji^® mothers and oi
whole time sister. At present the Government assisted children
centre at Ringwood would be avail- ''’mch she had the - oversight

able on Mondays and Thursdays, and Patronise the Health ~^res. *
j Friday would be devoted for visiting ^secretary: Mrs. Eri m. on the

' between both centres. The Govern- ^”^Gon of Mrs. LangliA-^^and Mrs
ment was providing £125, and the ' Hawes.

● two councils £125, of which Ring- ^reasuror; Mr. A. P
wood would require to find £62 10/ Committee: All
pei annum. The salary would bo ^*”tion of Mrs.
£210, being £40 for general expenses ,', McKeown, .
for the two centres. The association , absence from the meetiiKr
further would provide £30 for equip- McAlpin then took the chair
mont, and by mutual consent £26 of thanking them for their elec."
this was to be niaue available for she expected to be awav
the Ringwood centre. He would say. ^^^out three months. However
on behalf of the council, that they ^®y three capable vice-presi-
would make available the two cloak would do all she nns

rooms of the Town Hali, and if any- , <=ould. It was good of Mrs"
thing further was required they ; to come along,
would be pleased to consider it. thanks wa.s accordpd fn

Ir welcoming and iVitroducing Mrs. ; for her able address on

Vhite. the Mayor said that that w® motion of Mrs. Mackinlav 'and
Ruiy knew irobably moie about ihe i Langley. - ^
movement than anyone else. responding said

Mrs. IVhite, who was warmly re- ecntral office was ever onen

ceived, said it had been a great enquiry. None was too small
none too great.

Inof

As

attendance were: Theap-

a race of good
Mrs.

the

Dawes and Mrs. Langley,
Mayoress (Mrs. J. B. WcAlpS.)
Vicerpresidents: Mrs. L«us

Dawes and Mrs. Mackinlav

Mrs“Vf MrS Dawes;ImW '^J^®kinlay and Mrs. Langley
duly returned thanks. Mrs. Langley

; J^GmatejI tliat she ha drecommended
guardians of the

Croydon,
, Black-

centres for their

the
was

Langley, Mrs
on theappropriately

on behaf of

company was then entertained
to a delicious afternoon tea by thei
Mayor and Mayoress, and catered
Mr. and
cifp of the Regal I
Gate. The guests were attended to

tt® , co^mmittee, assisted bv

M«f?’ ^I.acartney, Misses
Vpr. McAlpin and!
Zpfl looked
forms

of

B. Long,
with the

Pratt and
who a iogised for

pres/*
0.

Baby Health Centre.

j The town clerk said that he had
' been interviewed by Mrs. White, of

■ the headquarters of the Baby Health
! Centre’s Association, who had said
j that that organisation would give
I £30 towards equipment. They could
I be ready by 1st July, but Mrs. White
thought that it would no doubt be
October before the centre was in-

’ stalled, fo rthey required to await
until after 30th June for the Govern
ment grant. Already there were
three or four others waiting for the
end of the financial year. Mr. Long
said he had been asked to act as
treasurer, and it was suggested that
the Shire of Blackburn should send
its quota to Ringwood when the
centre was established. The Shire
of Blackbura was willing to contri
bute on a £ for £ basis—£62 10/-

- , u great
joy lor the association to learn that
centres were to be established in the
two municipalities. There was not a equipment and date
single instance of failure, and in no opening were referred S

Thanks to Mayor.

Opening of Centre.

, ● ----- -- xii

instance had a centre to -be closed. 't
The movement had its beginning McLaren,
in 1917, when the Richmond Council
voted £5, ami to claim the Govern- instance of Mr.s.’bawes and
ment subsidy private subscriptions Barrett, a vote of thanks’ wn-
had to be raised. The Baby Health f®<?oi’ded to the Mayor for hi.
Centre movement was strictly non- : The Mayor, in resSmte'
charitable, non-sectarian, non-politi- I was pleased to see^ f’iiP

,cal, and for frhich no payment was Sf,"!'’®. decided upon, for if was a
accepted; seventy mothers and movement. Ringwood was
babies attended in one day. It | centre, and was milt
was hoped later to deal with the purpbVe ^ ^

‘the pre-school child. The ideal would
be 9 to 10

per annum.
Cr. McCaskill: Where will the

centre meet?

The town clerk: I showed Mrs.
White the old council chamber and

offices, which she thought would do
admirably. The mothers could enter
by the side door. The Mayoress
would at the proper time convene a
public meeting, at which the commit
tee would be appointed-

Cr. McCaskill moved, Cr. Blood
seconded, that the Council make ap
plication to the Government for a
grant of £125 towards the installation
of a Baby Health Centre to serve
Mitcham and Ringwood.

nurses to follow up the
cases, for the first ten years of child
life were the most important.
v/as_ found that mothers of every
section of the community were seek-
ing the advice of the centre sisters,

obtained firsthand information
of births from' the registrars, and
followed advice on food and clothing

It
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BABY HEALTH

CENTRE.

THE MONTHLY MEETING.
Worthy Tributes Accorded Mes-
dames McAlpin and Errington.
The monthly committee meeting

of the Baby Health Centre, Ring-
wood, was held in the Council
Chambers, on Monday last, at
which the Mayoress (Mrs. A
Blood) presided.

Mrs. Miles, owing to the resig-
honorary secretary

(Mrs. Errington) read the minutes
ol the previous meeting. These
were duly confirmed.

It was announced that Sister D
Macarthy had sustained a nervous
breakdown, which necessitates her
absence from duty for a consider
able time.

Sister M. K. Stafford has been
relieving her, but as she is unable
to continue, owing to i^olKir
rangements, Sister Dunn has c
sented to take over her duties.

Correspondence.
Letters were received from Mrs.

^^■rington (honorary secretary)
and Mrs. McAlpin, tendering their
resignations from the Committee

Mrs. Dawes, in moving that they
be accepted, expressed regret at
the loss of such splendid workers,
and spoke of the good which had
been done by them at the Centre.
Election of President—A Matter

For the Committee.
The control by the Council over

the affairs of the Centre, and the
Committee, in electing the Presi
dent, is being regarded with dis
pleasure by several members, who
consider that the election of Presi
dent should be a matter for the
Committee to decide.

The Committee failed to elect
another honorary secretary, owing |
to the lack of nominations.
The August report submitted

irom the Centre was as follows:	
The attendances for the month

of August have been satisfactory
—the health of the babies is good
—nothing otherwise of special in
terest to report.

Total attendances were 80; in
dividual babies, 39; expectant
mothers, 3; babies referred to doc
tor, 5; babies referred to hospital,
1; visits, 22.

. Miss M. K. Stafford is Relieving

RINGWOOD HEALTH

RINGWOOD BABY HEALTH

CPJNTRE.

Mrs. A. T. Langley Farewelled.
Tan^lpt""^ farewell to Mrs Arthur
hfld^ S^ ft ® arranged party was
held m the committee room of the
Rmgwood Town Hall on Monday
afternoon. The reception table was
=et wi h dainty primula blooms
tistically arranged by Mrs

● vVilkins.

The Mayoress (Mrs A. Blood)
occuped the chair at the monthly
meeting of the Ringwood
Health Centre, which took place in
the Town Hall, Ringwood, on Mon
day afternoon.

There were also present: Mrs A.
T. Miles, Mrs A.. M. Ibbotson, Mrs
J. W. Barrett and Mrs F. R.
Lucas.

Mrs Miles read the minutes, which
were confirmed by Mrs Dawes and
Mrs Lucas.

Two small accounts were passed
for payment on motion
Miles and Mrs Dawes.

It was resolved that the presi
dent should write to Sister Peck
and invite her to attend the next
meeting if convenient, when invita
tions to attend would be forwarded
to Blackburn and Mitcham commit
tees to be also present.

It was intimtated that children
under two years who are boarded
out by the State must now report
once a week to the sister in charge
of the centre.

Sister McCartney reported the at
tendance at the centre 'was not as
lai'ge as on the previous month, but
that recent mothers had responded
well to invitations. The health of
babies on the whole was good. The
total attendance was 71, and that of
individual babies 36.
were five, and babies referred to
doctor four,

hospital,
been paid to homes.
The hostesses for the afternoon

were Mrs F. R. Lucas and Mrs J.
"W. Barrett.

Baby

ar-

R. G.

TheDi Mayoress (Mrs.
Blood) wore a black and grey en-
^Tng ev f honfur, Mrs

fi » fur coat with
a cIphIk'? carried
- basket of pansies pre¬
sented by Sister Macarney, S
bouquet of sweet peas and^ forget-
me-nots from Mrs Howship. ^
Uurmg an . interval the Mayoress

Blood)
-ook the opportunity of expressing

unselfish and
valuable service rendered by Mrs

plief of cases of distress. On be-
half of the Ringwood Centre and

Society, theMayores
Piesented a piece of Stuart crystal ■
to their guest. ■=»' ,
. In response, Mrs Langley feel-1
ingly thanked the Mayoress for her
very kind remarks and good wishes,
and the members for their thought-
ii,Q could assure
them would bo greatly prized by
●\ei- a.s a memento of happy asso
ciations at Rmgwood. Afternoon
tea sered by the committee was
greatly enjoyed by the following:—
Mesdames A. Blood, A. T. Milos,
r. Langley, J. \V. Barrett, A. M.

J. Ilewett, R. Uawe.s
McCaskill, tV. P. Hunt, R. G. Wil-

I kms, 0. Pratt, Woolacott, II. Hunt
Howship \V. Mackinlay, AVatson.
McAlpui and Reed. ’'“‘●son.

Arthur

of Mrs

ar-

con-

New babies

One had been sent to
Twenty-three visits had

Infant Welfare Reports.
Concerning the above, a letter ,

was read from the Health Depart- ■
ment, stating that reports will be
required quarterly in the future,
instead of monthly. Centre secre
taries and sisters-in-charge are^to
be informed accordingly. —
ceived.^3<<>.a* Jt?		

Re-

r rom Health Department, forward
ing particulars of an Advisory Infant
Welfare Council that it is intended
shall be formed to act in an advisory
capacity to the Minister concerning
Infant Welfare. It is thus hoped
that further co-ordination may result.
The Council will consist of 10 mem
bers, five being Councillors and the
other five representing Councils
maintaining Infant Welfare Centres.
—Deferred until next meeting.

From “Victorian Baby Health Cen
tres Association fonvarding copy of
resolution carried by that Association
which intimates that the Advisory
Council suggested by the Minister
means only duplication of the work
done by this Association.—Deferred
until next meeting, f9jfZ/3o

— J
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RINGWOOD CENTRE AUS

TRALIAN TEA.

7Sister Peck described the methods

employed to save babies born prema
turely. “As far as the infant death
rate is concerned,” said Sister Peck,
we have done wonderful work. The

death rate for Victoria last year was
47.23 per 1,000, and 40 years ago it
was 114 per 1,000. These figures
make you feel it is worth while con
tinuing in the good work for the In
fant Welfare Centre. Our Centres

are schools where the mothers can

learn to keep the babies well.” Sis
ter Peck then gave some very inter
esting facts regarding the feeding of
infants and the irregularities of vari
ous mediums of measurement. In

fant welfare is now part of the medi-'
cal students’ curriculum, and is also
included in the midwifery course. The
following are a few figures supplied by
Sister Peck. Out of the 129 Baby
Health Centres in Victoria, 74 are in
the metropolitan area and 65 in coun
try districts. Attendances have in
creased by 28,951; individual babies,
30,857; number of visits paid by the
Sisters, 55,748. Sister Peck spoke of
the long distances country women
came in an endeavour to hear lectures

on the cax-e of babies, and how much
they are in need of assistance. She
also complimented the local Centre on
the increase of 96 attendances for the

last half-year in this district. Sister
Peck, in conclusion, spoke of the train
ing of girls, not previously trained, to
become mother-craft nurses. They are
trained to look after the well babies

in the home, and at the end of their
course have to sit for an examination.

The Education Department has decided
that a series of lectures dealing with
mother craft shall be given in all
schools.

The Mayoress (Mrs. A. Blood)
thanked Sister Peck for her interest

ing address, and Mrs. A. T. Miles pro
posed a vote of thanks, seconded by
Mrs. Dawes.

Ringwood Baby ^

Health Centre^^^ u

On Monday afternoon a well-at-'i
tended Australian Tea, organised
the Ringwood. Baby Health Centre,
of~which'Mr4. Errington is the en
thusiastic secretary, took place in
the Town Hall, which had been ar-
raliged with small tables. The Ccn-

, tres’ Association was represented
; officially by Mrs. White, who in an
appropriate address opened the
function. Little Margaret Mackin-a
lay and Dorothy Howship presented
the visitor with a delightful posy,:
Those who assisted towards making'
the afternoon a success were Mrs.
J. B. McAlpin, Mrs. W. Mackinlay,^
junr., Mrs. Hansen, Mrs. Woolacott,
Mrs. IL E. Watson, Mrs. Hunt,
senr., Mrs. En-ington, Misses Mc
Alpin, Watson, Brawne and Long.
A well played pianoforte solo by
Miss Jessie 'Elliott was greatly en
joyed. Sister Macartney’s talk on
the care of milk in hot weather, to

gether with a demonstration, was
both interesting and instructive, as
was a followin.g address on the best
mcnns of bathing and dressing a
baby- ●'		

ADDRESS BY SISTER PECK

The final meeting of the year was
held on Friday, December 5, in the
Ringwood Town Hall, and took the
form of a most interesting address by
Sister Peck. The Mayoress (Mrs. A.
Blood) welcomed the following ladies:
Mesdames Dawes, Lucas, Wigley,
Miles, Ibbotson, Woolacott, Barrett,
Pratt, and Sister McCartney. Apolo
gies for absence were received from
Mesdames Wedge, Hewitt, and
McKinlay, junr.

Sister Peek, in the course of her
talk, said how pleased she was to be
able to come to Ringwood and urged
upon the committee the necessity to
stimulate further interest in the dis

trict. She also stressed the import
ance of the Baby Health Centre com
mittee and the opportunities it had
for furthering the good work of the
Centre. Sister Peck paid a very high
tribute to the work of the voluntary
helpers. “Without their aid,” said
she, “we could not have as many Cen
tres as .we have, and by their help the
time of the Sister in charge is con
served for more important work,
short history of the work done by
the voluntary helpers then followed—
from the inception of the infant wel
fare work until the present day.
Continuing, Sister Peck said that “the
primary job of this whole infant wel
fare is to help mothers and babies of
Victoria.” “We ai'e out to save the

babies’ lives, and we are going beyond
that as we are out to make those

babies live to grow up to be strong,
healthy men and women. Our aim is
to reduce the maternal death rate,
lessen the number of still births and

premature births.” Regarding the
latter, much good has been done, and

A
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Baby Ueallh Centre^^asking to

12 inronuc'd of tli,^-^anie of the
■nlativc-^fT^ho central coun*

Cr. Ibbotson
cpres(

:il of association. , * ^ ●
Cr. Ail'd seconded, that t-i.

dcCaekill be appointed- Earned.
Hoathmont Cricket Club, asking

for the theofuse
jeniiission

'leathmont reserve
.latches and practice.—Grantea
.lotion of Crs Ibbotson and Mc-
:askill. .
Ringwood Cricket iClnb,

of t-hft- Rinewood rA.«ii»r»»

cricketfor
on

asking

or the Ji-ce

ITie Mayor said the Mayoress did
not wi.sh to be misunderscood. She
did not regard the matter from a
personal point of view, but wished
to know what were the wishes of
the council and for their definite
ruling on the matter.

for-
Public Health C^partment,

warding circular relative to Infant
Welfare Centres, which states that
the Government is prepared to make

advance up to £112 10/ m the
£1 for '£1 basis for the salaiy of
-the, ^slej.—^^ived.^WA-^

Infant Welfare Centre.

The recommendation of the
mittee that the salary of the In
fant Welfare Centre Sister be
raised to £4 per week,, provided
the Mitcham and Blackburn Shine

^ agree, was adopted.

The Mayoress - (Mrs. Arthur
Blood) asked for .a definite rulm^
by the council in respect to the
presidency of the/ Infant Welfare
Centre. Some members of the com-

I mittee desired to appoint their own
I president, and create the Mayoress
; merely as a patroness,
i Cr. Ibbotson moved that it be an
instruction to the committee of the
Ringwood Infant Welfare Centre

. that the Jlayoress for the time
I being shall be the president.

Cr. Dawes seconded the motion,,
and said he always though it
was the rule, for half the amount
was found by the council.

Cr. McCaskill objected that this
would also apply to other organisa-
tons subsidised by the council. ' He
saw no reason why the Mayoress
should be president.

Cr. Miles said the cases were not
parallel, for in the instance of the
Infant Welfare Centre the whole of
'the money, apart from that from
the Government was provided by \
the councih whereas in the in- i
stances of the auxiliaries and bene- j
volent societies grants of from £5
to £10 only ware made by the
cil. The latter bodies raised from
the public outside
£-300.

Infant Welfare

not one penny outside the
and Government. It was

right and proper that the municipal
fund should be protected by the-
council’s nominee

position of president,
was no other opinion,
only one person to occupy the posi--
tion, and that was the Mavorers.

an

Cr. Miles: Most__ certainly the
Mayoress for the time being.

Cr. McCaskill said he did not
hold with the

learned that_ less than 40 per cent,
of the presidents were Mayore.sses.
The council was protected,
town clerk was treasurer.

commotion. He had

as the

Gr.'Aird supported Cr. Ibbotson’s
motion, and in support said he felt
that it had always been understood
that the president should be the
^Mayoress for the time being. The
\present resolution would make it
buite definite.

R

Infant Welfare Salary. — The
Health Department has advised me
that the Government is now pre
pared to pay half the amount of
the Sister’s salary up to £12 per
annum, but will not assist in the
upkeep of the centre. To obtain
the full amount of £4 per week for
the Sister it would be necessary
for each council to increase its
contributions by £2/1./ per
num, the Government contributing
£21.

said the present diffi-
occarred by a

Cr. Dawes

culty seems to base
Mayoress being persuaded

beyond her term
previous
to carry on

Mayoress. , .
Further discussion took place, and ,

Cr. Aird suggasted that the ques- j
tion be put, which was carried.

After further discussion, the mo
tion moved by Cr. Ibbotson,
seconded by Cr. Aird, was carried.

as

an-

coun-

Infant Welfare Closed.

Owing to the case of infantile
paralysis roccuring in Ringwood, the
medical officer of health, Dr Hewitt,
has advised the council to -close the
Infant Welfare Centre for a fort
night, and it \vill re-open on Thurs
day, Sept., Sf at the usual houi'.
Duj'ing this period the building will
be thoroughly fumigated and all pos
sibility of infection from this source

from £200 to
This could not be .said of tbs

Centre, which dr-Av
council

only

occupying the
Surely there
There was I a- I?



RS^
A Centre cannot be formed under

the legislation unless by authority
of local municipal councils on a
pound for pound basis with the
Government. In 1936, 96 munici
palities were taking active part in
the movement, and there were 161
centres in Victoria, including full
and part time. During this year
there were 452,612 attendances and
42,408 babies treated. In 1917, at
tendances numbered 4112, and babies
.'treated 913, indicating the growing
I appreciation by the mothers.
' Infantile mortality has markedly
decreased.

1930-34, ‘
month’’ mortality has decreased by
50 per cent., and “over one month
and under one year” by 61 per cent.
Victoria lost between ages of one
month and one year 64 out of every
1000 children born in 1900-04, 33 in
1915-19, and 16 in 1930-34.
These arre.sting facts clearly em

phasise the need for increasing these
services. The wonderful decrease in

deaths prove beyond doubt that the
question of money cannot be taken
into consideration. More and more

aiid fading to take the full advan'-
,adlv °L «
sadly lacking in citizenship.

Municipal boundaries are not
recogn^ed by Infant Welfare Cen-
ties. The care of the baby and the
prevention of disease is their
mary o^ect. Figures prove it.
h-veij Centre established Will de-
crease the work of our hospitals,

^ happier,

IJI^^^hier and better nationhood
the cramped accommoua
Mr Boyland, in

I liaby Health Centro, inviting May'r
|an<i councillors to be present at t ^e
offr-ial opening of the new Centre
Nc '. 26. Cr W. J. Boyland, M.L.i^
to perforn^ the ceremony.—Invitatic n
acc -pted.

'i Melbourne and Ketropohtan

BABY HEALTH

CENTRE.
●)

THK MONTHLY MEETING.

Worthy Tributes Accorded Mes-
dames McAlpin and Errington.
The monthly committee meeting

of the Baby Health Centre, Ring-
wood, was held in the Council
Chamber.^, on Monday list, at
which the Mayoress (Mrs. A.
Blood) presided.

Mrs. Miles, owing to the resig
nation of the honorary secretary
(Mrs. Errington) read the minutes
of the previous meeting. These
were duly confirmed.

It was announced that Sister D.
Macarthy had sustained a nervous
breakdown, which neces.sitates her
absence from duty for a consider
able time.

Sister M. K. Stafford has been
relieving her, but as she is unable
to continue, owing to other ar
rangements,- Sister Dunn has con
sented to take over her duties.

Boa’d

Baby Welfare Centre. i
Eieter McCartney reported that 432;

attendances had been rbeistefed at
tha Blng^dd Centz'e. I

● Between 1910-14 and

one week and under one

, Baby HoalUi (ViUro.
Baby Health Centre As.-mclation.

asvVmg the council to appoint a del'F
gatp to vepres(?iit it on the coun''il

tof Uui association. Meetings were :
held on' the first Tuesday in every ;
month.—Cr. Maclcinlay, in moving
that. Cr. McCaskill be appointed the
delegaTe. “said that'as-nia't gentle
man wa's in the city every day It
would not be a gteat sacrifice for
him to attend the meetings of the
association.

Correspondence.
Letters wei'e received from Mrs.

Errington (honorary secretary)
and Mrs. McAlpin, tendering their
resignations from the Comrnittee.

Mrs. Dawes, in moving that they
be accepted, e.xpressed regret at
the loss of such splendid workers,
and spoke of the good which had
been done by them at the Centre.
Election of Pre.sident—A Matter

For the Committee.

The control by the Council over
the affairs of the Centre, and the
Committee, in electing the Presi
dent, is being regarded with dis
pleasure by several members, who
consider that the election of Presi
dent should be a matter for the
Committee to decide.

The Committee failed to elect

another honorary secretary, owing
to the lack of nominations.

The August report submitted
from the Centre was as follows:—

The attendances for the month

of August have been satisfactory
—the health of the babies is good
—nothing othenvise of special in-
tei'est to report.

Total attendances were 80; in
dividual babies, 39; expectant
mothers, 3; babies referred to doc
tor, 5; babies referred to hospital,
1; visits, 22.

Miss M. K. Stafford is Relieving
Sister.

Presidency of Infant Welfare
Centre.

At the fortnightly meeting of the
■Pingwood Borough Council, Cr.
Dawes seconded the motion sub

mitted by Cr. Ibbotson that it be
an instruction that the Mayoress for
the time being should be the presi
dent of the committee of the centre.

pn-

congratulatmf
Ringwood on their new Health Centre
building, said he regretted that the
Government had reduced the grant
to the Centres, and should an op.-
portunity occur he would endeavouF
tc have this restored. The work was

ever extend'/g, and there was no
charity about it. Every mother "was
able to obtain help and advice from

specially
It gave I

BABY HEALTH CENTRE,
RINGWOOD. t-i.

—

Social Afternoon.
The monthly meeting of members

of the Baby Health Centre was hel<l
in the Council Cliambers. Ringwood
on Monday la.st. ’
Owing to an invitation having

been extended to SIv.s. Langley to
be pi-esent. thi.s took the fonn of u
social ;iftenn>on.

Diminutive Rose Howship pre
sented Mrs. Langley with a bouquet
of sweet peas.

Tlie Mayoress (Mrs. A. Blood)
said she liad a ploa.sing duty to per
forin in pivseiiting Mrs. Langley
with a crystal rose bowl, on belialf
of the Ladies’ Benevolent Society
aiHl tile Infant Welfare Ceutre.

Sister D. McCartney made a pre
sentation of a basket of pansies and
violets, on behalf of the mothers at-
f(‘n<ling tlie Baby Healtli Centre.

Mrs, Langley, in responding,
tlianked all for their kindnes.s. and
said that anytliing she Imd-' done
was because .she loved the work.

She liad felt tlie br«>ak in leaving
Ringwood very keenly.

All present joined in singing, “For
She’s a Jolly Good Fellow,” after
■which an enjoyabli? afternoon tea
was served.

the sisters, who were
trained for the pcsition.
him great pleasure to declare the {
building officially opened. Visitors
greatly admired the interior of the
Centre, which had been lined through-
-ouJn® pus .ts5SB[(I ‘ miAV ;no
tively painted in cream and biege.
Wire screened windows have been
curtained in cool green repp, and
a movable screen partition can trans
form the building into two separ
ate apartments.
Dr Vera Scantlebury, Director of

Infant Welfare, said that the open
ing of the Ringwood building
marked another step in the his
tory of the Infant Welfare move
ment, making this the 59th building.
There were 150 Centres, with a
total attendance of 414,000 in Vic-
t<.ria, and they had the second low
est infant mortality in the woidd.
It was, thanks to the municipal
councils and the Government, that
this end had been achieved.

In endorsing these remarks, Sis
ter Muriel P'eck related the history
of the Centre building, and paid
a tribute to the fine work of Sister

Macartney.
At the instance of the president,

Mrs A. T. Miles ,a vote of thanks
was tendered to the speakers and
seconded by Cr Dawes,
As a token of love and affection,

the gathering resolved to forward
a message of appreciation to Sister

1 Macartney.

. .0
'lafe

^ ' tVtrtTT^

Afternoon tea was served in the

Town Hall by the ladies’ committee,
of -which Mrs A. T. Miles is presi
dent and Mrs V. Errington aecro-
tai-y.

An apology for absence was re-
ceivt'd from Jlrs. Errington
honorary secretar:^, who i.s on holi
day.

the

Mrs. Wilkins was re.sponsiblo for
tin? tlainty table decorations of
primulas.

Others pre.sent were:—Mesdame.s

Mackinlay,’ Dawes, Barrett, Woola-
cotf. McAlpin. Wilkins, Ibbitson,
McCaskill. Wigley, Hunt, IT. Hunt,
Miles, Howsliip, Ree<l, Pratt, Wat
son. Hewitt and Miss Good.

Amongst those present -w-ere Mrs
A. E. Chandler, president, 'Mrs C.
Farrow and Mrs Chudley, of the
Fern Tree Gully Centre, and Mrs
H. C. Turner, secretary of the
Croydon Centre, and Mrs W. J.
Boyland,
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A Definite Ruling. '
From llie Mnyui'css of Riiigwood i

(Mrs. A. Blood), asking for n deli- |, .v j 4. v.
Hire ruling from the Council re- I ^ Centre but
Sarding its^vi.shes in respect to tin. mT^ w'

, position of Pn-sident of tlie Infant.; '"<'1^: ^ T']
' Welfare CentrT. “ fl'tfnTTlie de-sir.. | .
nnrr;n:TOn.m-n)ers of rlu- Committee [ vi^ms. and it seems

■ to appoint th.-ir own President, and n universal that a Mayoress
make the Maynrt>.<s a patroness. ! Presulen . I desire to

Cr. Ibbotson nmved tliat the >»;'ke it .dear that the Council is
1 Mayoress for llie time b.‘iiig. shall ; flm manner
be the Presi.', -y ' *''●'' Centre is being car-

Tiii.s was s. le! by Cr. Dawes. ' ‘’"■tLu . . ^ ,
, /, , .. . . - Cr. Ibbotson: As tlie Baby

r* \i ‘ . Opinion. II«.nltli C«‘iitre is controlled by this
Cr. McCaskill cuiitended tliat the Council, we are responsible for it.

^.nciple involved .sliouhl app y to tlnn-ef.-re. we should deal with

every Society, H..spital Auxiliaries ,,,3^ ^uimlpniut.
or<>rgam.saUCus whiehwereassist.-d . Cr. Air.i: I will support the
financially by tli.. Council. motion

Cr. Miles: Ihis is Hnife This concluded tlie discussion,
ihe trifling „„ being put. it wa.s

earrieil.

Cr. McCaskill: I want my vote
against tlie motion to be recorded in
the minutes,

'riie .Mayor directed the Town

! Clerk to iuit(‘ this request.

DEPUTATION TO PREMIER.
Cr McCaskill reported having

represented the council on the In
fant Welfare Centres' deputation
to the Premier on the matter of the
full restoration of the Government
gran:.

The deputation was convened by
the Box Hill Council, and was in
troduced by Mrs Weber, M.E..\., it
being her first deputation.
Cr Archer, Box Hill, stated the

case for the deputation, and pointed
out the good work cKne by the
ladies, nurses and municipalities,
but they were getting wearied of
bearing the burden, and desired the
Government to aid them by restor

ing the full grant,' which they had
promised to do.
The Premier in reply, suggested

that the Box Hill municipality put
their own house in order first. In

consulting the list of salaries paid
to Sisters by the various municipali
ties, he 'noticed the wealthy Box Hill
municipality, which had recently
built a magnificent Town

paid about the lowest salary to
their Sister, £187 10/, out of which
the Government paid £112 10/. He
suggested a conference
Centre.s with a view to uniformity,
and when they had put the’,' own
house in order he would rocoiri-

mend the Government to restore the

full grant.
Cr McCaskill said that the Pre

mier’s candid criticism had made

them f“el most uncomfortable.

Cr McCaskill further reported on
the conference to appoint a council
delegate to the Victorian Ambu
lance Council.

The Mayor conveyed to Cr Mc
Caskill the thanks of the

on his representation at the two
conferences.

fereiit proposition,

sums we grant to otiier orgutiisa- '1
lions is nothing in comparison with i
what the Hospital Auxiliaries donate I
i lieinselves. I tliink. as a matter of

fact, that the CliiUln'ii's and other i;
Hospital Auxiliaries raisi' £200 a

year. What the Council give is. as ;
I said a niinnte ago. ntJlhing iii com- j-
piirison. But Ihe Baby Menltn !
Conrre is under the absolute control , Infant Welfare Committee, stating ;
of the CouiH'il and paid for by the that the proposal to build a fire-
Conncil. every pminy of it by the \ place in the centre had been aban

doned, and it was‘suggested to erect
a partition in the building, making
two room^- and an additional radia
tor and plug to be installed in the

The committee desires
for this to be done.

Han

Council, and housed in the Council’s

buildings. We liavii no option in

I this matter; Hie Council must be
j responsible for it.
j The Town Clerk verilit-d this,
j Cr. Mill's (conlimiiiig): This is
\ purely a Council affair, and, in (his

cas{'. the .Mayoress should be Presi-
. dent.

of the

large room,
permission
further stated that the sister was
desirous of opening the centre from
10 a.m. to 4 80 p.m. on Thursdays,
which the ladies’ committee had given
her permission to do.

Permission was granted, and Cr. I
McCaskill suggested that the Elec
tricity Commission be approached
w'ith a view to getting a concession
on the lighting.

This was agreed to.

It

The Mayor’s Explanation.
Tilt* Mayor: Tin* .Mayoress was

asked to obtain this ruling, but 1
desire it to be fully understood that
Mrs. Blood is not anxious to be

President. However, as she was

asked to get this definite ruling, the
letter was written acconliiigly.

Lr. Miles: I don’t think you need

worry about that at all, Jlr. Mayor,
or uijike. a personal matter of it.

The ruling applies only to the office
of a Jlayoress.

Cr.‘ McCaskill; I never intended
to imply aiiytliiiig. but I don’t hold
witli rhe-niofiou iu this case at all.

I made It my business to find out
who are the presidents of various
branches, and less than 40 per cent,
of Inf;uil Welfare Centre's are

Mayoresses. When the Council is

amply proti’ctcd by having a Town
Clerk as treasurer. I think the re

quest of certain ladies should be
acceded to if the ladies im*t in com

mittee and decld('d among them
selves to do so and s(». Again, T
say, we should accede to a request
from the ladies. So far ns tlie

Mayoress in this particular instance
is concerned. Hie request that she
be ikiade a patroness should be

granted. I feel strongly on this
matter, and I cannot see any harm

in acceding to Hie request.
Mayor: I do iioi desire to remark

counc:

BABY HEALTH CENTRE NURSE

Pushes Pram in Visitmg Mothers'
Stating that he had noticed the

sister of the Baby Health Centre
pushing a pram containing scales,
etc., around the districts of Mit-
thain and Blackburn, Cr McCaskill
paid a high tribute to her zeal and
efficiency. He understood it was
only a temporary measure due to
the mothers refraining from visit
ing the centre owing to the infantile
paralysis epidemic, and the sister
was in this way vi.siting the
mothers.		
He, however, thought it was not

quite in keeping with the dignity of
the profession, and he raised the
matter* in the hope that the Shire
of Mitcham and Blackburn could

find some other means of getting
the sister to the homes. The sister

should not be expected to push a
pram.

THE INFANT WELFARE

'\^;(^^M0VEMENT
ITS XATIO.NAL IMPORTANCE

(Contributed)

Infant V'clfaTg is. the most im-
j.oi'tant of State Activities. The cave
of motherliood means the welfare of
the people, ’'.’liei.r health at the stage
of birth provides for the healthy
male and female' 111 the years to
follow—.strength and vitality for the
race.

Too much praise cannot be
corded to the founder.s of this

The dejiart-
is endeavoring to

extend the work of all the centres,
but, unfortunately, financial strin-

I gency has made it difficult to
j tend the nursing service to complete
the scheme satisfactorily,
poor excuse,

i ture is more

ac-

movemont in Victoria,

ment in charge

Ur

^P/io

The Mayor: The question ha^
been exercising the minds of the
Infant Health Centre officials for
some time. It does not affect

Ringwood, and we would bfe on
dangerous ground if we started to
tell other municipalties how to do
thei * job.
No action was taken.

ex-

This is a

What other expemli-
, , — important? “Health
j could be improved in proportion to
the value placed upon human life,'’
says Dr Dale, city health officer.
What does the cost of a school or a
bridge matter compared to the life
and health of a child ? The founda
tion of health is motherhood, and
the future of the State is depen
dent on it.

2^c/J7



Followjiip: thf election of officers,
the Mayor vacated the chair, which

taken by the Mayoi
vocal items were pleasingly

rendered by Mrs Hills, after which
the Mayoress introduced Dr Cort^
stance Ellis, who gave an interest
ing address.

Mr Boyland, M.L.A., in express
ing his appreciation of the valuabl *
work of the centres, said that the
two previous speakers had given
the councils something to think
about, but the municipal councils
had really done a great deal for
the centres in providing the build
ings and £125 per annum. They
were now trying to get the Gov-
vernment to restore their grant to the *
original grant of £125. Now that
finance is better, the gi'ant should
be restored. He referred to the

caravan, and stated that the Chief
Secretary had been induced to
forego the registration fee, and from
now on the fee would not be en

forced. (Applause.)

Votes of thanks to the Mayor j
and Mayoress,'C and Mrs A. T. ^
'Miles, and the speakers, brought the t

business meeting to a close, after |
which the visitors and members i
were entertained to afternoon tea. I

Annual Report and Balance Sheet.
Mrs Ernngton submitted o com

prehensive report of the past year’s
activities, and paid a tribute to the

the past president,
A. T. Miles.

The treasurer’s report disclosed 1
a credit balance of £25 14/.

The annual report of the Sister
Charge indicated

was
ess.

Two

Mrs

Dr Constance Ellis.
Dr Ellis said that she had come

into the Baby Health Centre work
after Dr Ross and Sister Peck had
started it twenty-one years ago,
and she had seen its remark
able development during those years.
Most people accept Baby Health
Centres as a necessary part of the
health activities of any place. Ring-
wood was one of the early ones to
start eight or nine years ago, and th'ey
had ^ gone on to reach their present
efficient position. Local interest is
invaluable, and centres that pos
sess a good active women’s com
mittee make the work of the sisters
much ea.sier. The first trouble was
to get councils to start Health
Centres, and they had many quaint
experiences in dealing with unin
terested men folk. It was not
always easy to make clear what we
wanted. We did nc*^ want to deals
with sick children, but to keep chil
dren well. The whole movement is
in tune with medical activities all)
over the world—to keep people well
Doctors desire to see a healthy com-
mujuty grow up, anti besides its-
preventive medicinal activities Baby
Health Centres are spreading know
ledge, and are educating mothers in
the care and treatment of babies.
The result has been that infant
mortality has been reduced from
10 to 4 per cent., and this saving
of life and health is due largely to
the educational work of the
tres.

in

, considerable
piogress, and Sistw’ Hill expressed
her appreciation <f the comfortable
centre, and the work of the
mittee.

com-

Election of Officers

Pi^esident, The Mayoress, Mrs J.
K. iVIcCaskill; vice-presidents, Mes-
dames W. Mackiiilay, A. Blood, and
H. Pearsc-n; secretary, Mrs W.
Errington; committee, Mesdames
Miles, W L. Colquhoun, Hewitt.
Wiglcy, Watson, Hunt, Snr., Mat
hews, Nothercot-', Ibhotson, Astle
Hawes, Hills, Cstroin, Dickinson.
Lucas, Bartlett, Organ, Wedge,
Parker, Mtilhall, C. Colquhoun and
I ravers.

The Mayoress conveyed the thank-.;
Centre to the past president,

Mrs Miles, and the secretary, Mrs
Errington, for their valued services
during the year. In rcspi.-nding, Mrs
Miles said that her work had been
rendered easy by S])Icjtdid help of
the committee.

_ Two delightfully rendered voc-r.I
Items by Rev. V. G. Carver, were
greatly enjoyed, after which the
Mayor introduced Dr Vera Scantle-
bury, who
dress.

1

RINGWOOD INFANT

WELFARE CENTRE 4
9th ANNUAL MEETING.

The progress and development of
the Ringwood Infant Weffare Centre
was manifested at the 9th annual

meeting held in the Ringwood Town
Hall on Monday afternoon, when
over 70 members and visitors were

present, and great interest was in
dicated in the movement.

Among the visitors were Dr Vera
Scantlebury, O.B.E., Director of In
fant Welfare Centres of Victoria, who
was accompanied by her mother. Mrs
Burton, who is assisting Dr 'Scantle
bury in her work for the toddlers,
was also present. Croydon Infant
Welfare was represented by Mes-
dames Rivers Dickenson, Tremewan
and Lloyd. Bayswater C'entre was
represented by Mesdames Hankin
and Nidschelm.

Among the mere males were
noticed Cr A. T. Miles, Dr Hewitt
and Mr R. W. Dawes. Apologies
were received from Dr Younger
Rr^ss, Sister Peck, Mrs Boyland, the
Warrandyte and Lilydale Infant
Welfare Centres, Me.sdiames Lilley
and Turner (Croyon), Mesdames A.
Blood, Nethercote, Hills and Hunt,
senr.

The Mayor, Cr J. K. McCaskill,
presided, and extended a welcome to
the visitors and members, and
gratulated Dr Vera Scimtlebury

the Oj.I'. :,f U.,(: Biitisil

Empife cohfeii.d cn Inr by His
Majesty Ring George. (Applause.)
The large -attendance, continued the
Mayor, indicated the interest taken
in the branch by the
When }the Infant Welfare
was first mooted, the
dubious about its succes.s, but the
women with foresight and
went ahead with their work, and
the progress and development of
the Welfare Centres has exceeded
even their expectations. (Applause.)

Public health is m.-w of primary
importance to the country, and the
Infant Welfare Centres are doing
a great %vork in building up a good
healthy foundation for the estab
lishment of a virile

gave an Interesting ad-

Dr. Vera Scantlebury.
Scantlebury comgratu-

lated the Ringwood Centre on the
splendid jirogress made, and on their
entej-prise in
allow the Sister to

Dr. Ver.c

%
providing acen-

c,. ^ . , congratulate the
Sister in charge of the centre here
on the big proportion of babies that
are breast fed. The caravan that ●
IS being fitted up will be a valuable
^junct to the woi-k of the centres.
The work that is being done by the
centres will have far reaching
effects. We older ones do not ex
pect to see the full fimition, but it
has been built on solid foundations,
and the coming generations

03 r to

carry rait her
She desired to

of Ll/ ^ /‘sitation. The work
that tSr increased
that today -vve have 107 municipa
lities supporting 175 centres in the
-1st year of the movement,
had Centre
had portable scales and they could
now go one step further and pro-
cure progress .scales, for weighing

expectant

mother^ and they could even weigh
ff n, they came along.
(Laughter.) Regular weighings are
advisable. The work of tL Centres
piovides that expert knowIed*>^ is
given out in a commonsense *

benefit. Proper
d eting and nutrition, with imaternity
hygiene for expectant mothers ’
would mean reduction in infantL’
mortality and natural feeding would
be increased. We have
diet lists and
one

will

reap the full benefits. She eon-
giatulated the Ringwood branch on
iheir progress, and wished them
continued support. (Applause.)

Sister Muriel Peck, assistant
director of Infant Welfare for Vic

toria, said chat the increase in at

tendances at the centre was gratify
ing, and they were greatly indebted
to the voluntary helpers who
assisted the Sister in charge. The
mothers were also to be congratu-1
lated on carrying out their instruc
tion. They would soon have to
open a father’s craft. (Laughter.)
They were trying to encourage
mothers to bring the toddlers up to
two years to the centres. At Hamp
ton they have a play ground, and
at Croydon they have a considerable
amount of ground that they are *
going- to utilise in some such way.
She congratulated the council on
their valuable work and assistance.

to the centre, but she was of opinion
that the council ought to be grate-
±ul to the committee for their work

in supporting the centre. (Ap-
plause.)		 	

)

way,

con-

now special

r-f 4.U T P^'oper nutrition is
at the League s programs.

on

Play for Pre School Child,
cal physi¬cal, foi the toddlers, is essential for

correct development and with
that end m view the different stages

the child as it develops
has been studied, and we have hero
to-day various demonstration models
Ilf ‘he child to suit
the growth of their mental and
physical requirements.

Toddlers’ Playground.

nn?,v f adjoining’: She
noticed a corner inside the gate-
^vay opposite the Cem,., wbi^r at

rubbish.

-siLouId the adiTjfa hji^n^

members.

- J work

men were

vision

race.

leseive



(f .ciation. We were without represen- The motion was seconrfnrt ai

tation thereat until April, when Mrs A. Blood and carried hTior]u^^
Dawes kindly consented to act. We On the motion of Mr.

shall be pleased to welcome back seconded by Mrs Mile, a

Mrs Wigley, senr., on her return thanks was nas.erl tn ’ .1
from abroad after six months’ leave and Mayoress^ ^ Mayor
of absence. Mavni- ●

In the first week in May the King- must ' realise ' that ^bibie.'‘^^«
wood Council generously made part national asset and fh,f« ^
restoration of the 25 per cent, re- line of ^
auction in the running of the Centre, Iralians. The Centrl
and the amount thus received, £6 5/, splendid represenfit/ve in ^
together with a similar sum from who was ever Sv fn ^

the Shire of Blackburn and Mitcham,' cause of the ladies^in
is being added to the salary of the Dainty afternoon tm ^ ’
Sister m charge. Her report will petisinglV served bv iho i ^

give an idea of the value of the Ringwoo^Simt Li^?. f
work to the community and of the | intercourse ' ’ ®
necessity of the continued and in- [ At inteiVaJs delin-hf-fnii
creasing interest of all of us. vocal item, we,

In conclusion, we wish to offers Carver and ivr cT rr-i^
grateful thanks to all members of' panistes ^ '
the committee for their help during Covell.
the year. Thanks are due, too,
the town clerk for his kindly
operation and to Mr Kofoed for his
work during the year.

The secretary’s report and Sister I
Hill’s report were adopted on the
motion of Mrs Miles and Mrs An-
drews.

RINGWOOD INFANT WELFARE

'1# CENTRE
Ma'I-

p ANNUAL MEETING.

The annual meeting of the above
was held in the smaller Town Hali,
Kingwood, on Monday afternoon, i
Notwithstanding the inclemency of
the weather, the attendance was ex
cellent, over 40 ladies being present.
Kis Worship the Mayor presided
over the earlier portion of the meet- i
ing, and also on the platform were i
the Mayoress, Dr Younger Ross, '
Sister Muriel Peck, Cr Boyland, {
M.L.A., Sister Hill, in charge of the

I Ringwood Centre, and the hon. sec
retary, Mrs Errington, who pre
sented tastefully arranged posies to
the Mayoress, Dr Ross and Sister
Peck. !

Apologies were received from Mrs
E'oy'and (Box Hill), Dr Vera Scan-
tlebury, Drs Hewitt and Dale. Visi
tors from other centres noticed

were: Mrs Lillie (Croydon) and Mrs i
I Chudley (Fern Tree Gully).

social

y rendered

given by Mrs
accom-

J Mis
,, "I'he ::

were Mrs Binns and

to I
CO-

RINGWOOD INFANT
WELFARE CENTRE

Sth ANNUAL MEETING.
Election of Officers.

President, the Mayoress, Mrs Pear- Prettily arranged with

son; vice-presidents, Mrs A. Blood' decorations, the small hall of " the*
and Mrs Mackinlay; secretary, Mrs Rmgwood Town Hall provided a
Errington; committee, Mesdames picturesque setting for the Sth an

nual meeting of the Ringwood In
fant Welfare Centre on Monday after-
,noon.

floral

Visitors Welcomed.

In extending a welcome to the
visitors. His "Worship the Mayor said
it was gratifying to note the reduc
tion in infant moi-tality since the

establishment of Baby Health Cen- Wedge, Wdgley, Watson, Hunt -\Ic-
tres. The loss of Sister Morton was Caskill, Lucas, Hewitt, Ibbotson.
to be regretted, but it was felt that ! Astle, Brawne, Matthews, ct-
a worthy successor w’as found in Nethercote, .Miles and Dawes
Sister Hill. Parents should take acl- The Mayor then vacated the'chair,

\ vantage of the benefits offering, and which was taken by the Mayoress
I It was satisfactory to note that in- amidst applause,
j terest w’as growing, but there was Interesting Addresses
room for further development. (Ap- ' Dr Younger Ross spoke on the
plause.) I activities of the Central Council, and

_ . , „ , ‘ paid tribute to the valuable assist-
,-ecrctarys Report. ance given by Cr Dawes, who is the

During the year under review tour representative of the Borough Coun-
b_i-monthly committee meetings, pro- cil. Gratification was expressed that
nded oyer by the Mayoress, Mis the way had now been opened to
.McCaskil. were held with an average undeitake caravan work in outback

attendance of fourteen members. At parts of the State, particularly the
the meeting held on May 11 repre- Mallee and rd;>r..!ancl
sentativcs of the Mitcham and B'lack- feature of the work was ths moth<--i--

biirn Committee were present also, . craft home, to which an invitation
and the co-operation of the two was extended to all interested ^o
committees is much to be desired as visit,
a help towards the general working Siker Muriel Peck, in a most in-
of the centres under the care of the ; teresting and informative addres.s,
Sister m charge. At each committee ; gave an outline of the development
meeting afternoon tea, provided by ^ of the work and the consequent
two of the members, were .served, I decline in infant mortality. It was
aiKf.ii chayffe itiadg for it of pleasing to know that mothers gener-
peiice per_ head was made the money aHy appreciated the service provided,
thus obtained being put towards .he ; was shown from the increased

r>i 11 attendance.
Alitcham and Blackburn members

again vi.sted us on June 8, when a
combined presentation of a leathei'
attache case was made to Sister

Morton on her resignation aiui de
parture for another position in Ade
laide. Opportunity was jaken at the
same time to offer ]\Irs Ralph Wig-

The floral decorations were the

work of Mrs Matthews, who also
made delightful posie.s, which
prcsiinted to the Mayoress,

T. Miles, Dr Constance Ellis,
Peck and Mrs Errington.

The Mayor, Ci‘ A. T. Miles, pre
sided over an attendance of fiO
members and visitors. Amongst
the visitors were Dr Constance Ellis

rep’-esenting the
Executive, Mr Boyland,
Mr Tainton (president of

the Shire of Mitcham and Black
burn), Mrs Tainton and Mrs Mock,
M^i' R. W. Dawes and Dr Hewitt.
Visitors were

Croydon, Mitcham, Box Hill
Blackburn.

The meeting was opened with the
National Anthem, after which the
Mayor extended a welcome to the}
visitors and niiembers, and expressed
his pleasure at seeing such a large
attendance, which evidenced the keen
interest the ladies of the district
took in the Infant AVlelfare work.
The branch had made splendid pro
gress, and he was sure their en
thusiastic efforts would bring fur
ther success and development.
Sth Annual Report and Balance]

Sheet. I
^Irs Errington, ilecretary, sub-|

expressed mitted that a most comprehensive ■
thanks for the opportunity of being report Of the PaSt year’s activities '
present, and offered congratulations and naid a tribute ‘to the work of
to the members of the Ringwood the past president, Mrs Pearson

lev good wishes and a iriff on the n" continued development. The Ireasurer’.s balance-sheet dis-
occation Tf her nmrH^p/ TVpt i aclinired the work of the closed a credit balance of £15 11/9.
\V ^kl7has been a vS Sy belpm
at the Cent e sincr 7s nceutirn indicated considerable

, L.enae bince its inception, direction of a restoration m the' progress, with 90 new babies beinir
of fhe grant. He was on the roll. ^

Sister Morton had been m charge for pleased to learn that a sufficient
two years and four months anc in a^^ount had been raised to equip the
hei place we now nave Sister Hill, j caravan for outback districts, .

thought a special grant shoJld be H.
to lose the sennees of Miss May : ,„ade available. (Applause.)
Clark as a voluntary helper, and thus . ' i i /
far we have found no one to take
her place. Fm-ther regret must be
expressed at the resignation of Mrs
Blood as a delegate to the meetings
of the Central Council of the Vic-
torian Baby Health Centres Asso-

were

Mrs
A.

Sister

and Sister Peck,
Central

M.L.A.,

also present from
and

A further

Ladies forming the
Ringwood centre should feel grati
fied at being iiermitted to take part
in the work.

Cr Boyland M.L.A.

Election of Officers.

President, the Mayoress, Airs A.
and T. AliJo.s; vice-presidents, Mesdamos

F. ■ Pearson, AV Blood and W.’
secretary, Mrs W
committeo, Mesdames

Wigley, Watson,
Hewitt, Ibbotson,

, Bartlett, Nethercote
Pearson, Dawes, McCaskill, C. Col-'
quhoun, W. L. Colijuhoun. Dicken-

Ostrom, Organ and

Mackinlay;
Errington;
Wedge.
Lucas,
Miatthews,

Votes of Thanks.

Cr Dawes, in moving a vote of
thanks to the speakers and artists,
said much information had beer
given. It wa.s to be hoped that Ci
Boyland would move in the direc
tion of a restoration of the grant
The Borough Council had done its-
part.

Hunt, [
Astle, f

Hills,son,

Travers.
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Ringwood’s new Welfare Centre

● RES’GWOOD’S smart and modern Infant Wel
fare Centre now in its new site in Miles Avenue,
near the Ringwood Bowling Green. The centre has
been transferred from Civic Place where it stood
on land soon to be occupied by Eastland Shopping
Centre.

The official opening ceremony will be performed
by Mr. T. A. Pettigrew, a director of the Myer
Emporium at 3 p.m. on Wednesday, May 10.
The present centre, which will continue to func

tion till April 30 was opened in September 1954, by
Lady Brooks, wife of the Governor of the day. Sir
Dallas Brooks.

If was built through the voluntary efforts of
citizens’ committee with assistance from members of
the lOth Independent Field Squadron R.A.E. and
a Government subsidj .

a



A'^ all to themselves? Why not provide
a small portion of the ground for

I toddlers playground ? If the coun
cil would ●

The Sister’s Leave.

Infant -Welfare Committee, for
warding application from Sister Hill

j for 6 weeks accumulated and an
j additional 2 months leave.

Cr Parker: I move the leave be
panted as requested, she deserves

a

\i
prant this snuall Time doesn’t march on in

ingwood—it flies..
When we came here about

15 years ago there were be
tween three and four thou

sand people, and everyone
knew - everyone else.
Now there are somewhere

in the region of 14,000 or
more, and they’re still arriv
ing.

COMC6S*

Sion, we could convert a rubbish
corner into a paradise for the tod
dlers. (.Applause.)
. Play is the child’s wav of learn-
ing, of trying to find himself out.
Through it he becomes skilful in
the use of his muscles,
child toys that call for the
new combinations of

it.

Gr Parson: That means a sub
stitute sister for 14 weeks,
is going to foot the bill?
The Mayor: Whoever foots the

her

Give the
j use of

movement. The

Who

bill the sister is entitled to
leave.

Cr Miles: The sister is entitled
to six weeks leave, but is she en- '
titled to save up leave foil- three
yeai's ?' -

Town Clffl’k: The sister has not
had any leave for three years.
Cr Miles: Butthaitmay have been

to suit herself. I’m making no ob
jection, but what about the extra
two months; is that with or with
out pay?

Parker: My motion was
meant for the .six weeks on full
pay and the extra two months
without pay.

In seconding the motion the
Mayor said that the si.ster couldn’t
take leave the first

count of the infantile paralysis out
break. The second year was taken
up fully by home visitation, due to
after effects, and the third year’s
leave is now due.

The motion wa.s carried subject
to the appi-oval of the Blackburn
and Mitcham Shire and the Govern-

work of the eye, ear and muscles
in perfect rhythm is the result of
lessons l(iarnecl through play in
pre-school years.

The little child is interested in
making, building, doing—not look
ing on. Encourage him in this, for
if he does not develop this interest
early m life he may grow into a
looker-oq and not a doer. Back
yard play equipment should be
planned for the needs of the children
when they grow older. We can en
courage this by the development of
Parents’ Leagues, study circles, and
we can even form a fathers’ class

order to fully develop the physi
cal and mental faculties of the child
by correct training in play, and
thus make the Child Welfare
scheme of foremost importance in
Victoria. (Applause.)

Demonstration Sets o'! Toys.
Mrs Burton, who is assisting Dr

bcantlebury in this work, then dis
played numercois models of toys to
suit the various stages of physical
and mental child growth. As the
child develops, explained Mrs Bur
ton, different toys for play are re
quired to develop certain muscles.
From an educational point of view
the main thing is to have the right
play for the different ages. The

, various toys displayed were novel
and inexpensive and demonstrated
the actual play growth of child
development.

Mrs Mackinlay in moving a vote'
of thanks to the speakers, suggested
that Dr. Vera Scantlcbury should

H deputation to the council
for the toddlers’ playground. (Ap
plause.) They had been greatly in
terested in the talk on pre-school
play training. She also included in
the vote of thanks the Rev. V. G.
Carver for his appreciated solos.
(Applause.) Mrs H. F. Pearson
seconded the motion.

A vote of thanks was accorded
the Mayor and Mayoress, Cr and
Mrs J. K. McCaskill, for presiding,
after which the visitors and
bei’s were entertained to
tea.

Banks, businesses, empor-yj
iums and factories have"
sprung up with amazing ra
pidity and it lias been pro
phesied that Ringwood even- i
tually will have a population j
of 30,000. ;

So there are plenty of pros- j
pects for more shopping cen- 1
tres in the borough.

This is all very nice and
progressive, of course, but I
can’t help sighing for the
peaceful Ringwood of 15
years ago.

With the demolition of the

old Baby Health Centre behind
the Town Hall there goes yet
another link with the past.
Originally this building hous
ed the local fire cart in the

days when kerosene lamps and
candles were a fire hazard in

farmhouses scattered

throughout Ringwood’s nine
square

in

year on ac-

the

miles.
* *

/ ■ S ys"
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\^y_27^]964 A FAREWELL, .MESSAGE

Sister Nelso , who through illness
was ● unabTfTS “i"INFANT WELFARE

CENTRE REPORT

say good-bye to the
Ringwood Infant W'eifare mothers,
takes this opportunity of bidding
them all farewell andhead expressing ap- ■
preciatioii of. their <;o-ODeratioii an<5
support during her term in Riim-
vood.

She extends to all the mothers and
hies best wishes and good luck.

Ringwood Council last
week received the An
nual Reports of the
three Infant Welfare
Centres within the mu
nicipality.

At the Ringwood Centre

birth notifications were 288

during- the year. Enrolments

at the Centre were 2.38 and

a total of 5243 children at

tended during that period.
Heathmont Centre report

ed 174 birth notifications,
147 enrolments and a total

attendance during the year
of -3324 children.

Ringwood East Centre
reported 154 birth notifica-
●tions, 114 enrolments and
J total attendance of 274fi
children during the same
period.

Receiving these reports
at their last council meet

ing Ringwood councillors
agreed that these figures
were most gratifying.

mem-

afternoon

I

t



_ A FEW of the mothers who took
their babies to the Ringwood Health Centre
around 1948. (From left) Mrs Margaret
Williams, Mrs Rene Lewis, Mrs Marthe
Allsop, Mrs Flo Flowers, Mrs Rose Whitter

and Mrs Margaret McCaill.
Wide experience

Sister Ahlston came

to Ringwood in 1947
with wide nursing ex
perience.

She did her training: at
the Eye and Ear Hospital,
going; On to nurse at the
Alfred and the Women’s

Hospital before returning;
to the staff of the Eye and
Ear.

She took special infant
welfare trainine after her
discharge from the Air
Force and came to Ring-
wood. She lives at Ferrv
Creek.

The centre which the
Mayor in his speech called
a "bunker,” was Ring-
wood’s original fire-station.
Built of corrugated iron be
hind the old town hall, it
was cold in winter and hot
in summer.

At this time, there
an infant welfare centre

committee which had been
battling for many years to
raise money for a perman
ent centre.

Things took a turn for
the better when the late
Mr A. Kelly became town
clerk because he knew the
urgent need for an adequate
building to house the
centre.

When the committee had

raised enough money to
build a permanent struc

ture a red brick building
was erected on land given
by the council on what was
then the Ringwood Oval
and is now the Eastland
car park.

When Eastland was moot¬

ed, this building was pulled
down and the present at
tractive centre was built in
Reynolds Ave. Sister was
also given a permanent as
sistant — she had relied on

a roster of voluntary help
ers — and Mrs Marj Mc-
Adam has remained with
her since.

The Ringwood Mental
Hospital auxiliary owes its
existence to Sister Ahlston’s
drive.

Sister Ahlston was asked

what she intended to do

with her retirement. "Pro

test,” she said in a firm,
clear voice. “Now I’ll have

time for it. I’m going to
protest against the National
Service Act and the war in
Vietnam.”

She was also busy out
lining plans for a trip which
she hoped to take to Cam
bodia and China.

Baby Health
Centre at

Ringwood East

was

Opened by Dr. Wilmot

—Photo, Peter Payens Ringwood Studioa



Sister Ah1st

says goodbye

And an

The mothers turned up with their babies. The committee who had
worked and slaved 20 years ago to have a health centre turned
up, the Minister for State Development, Mr Jim Manson, turned up, as
did the Mayor and Mayoress of Ringwood, councillors, the town clerk
and his wife, the city engineer, the health inspector and council officers.

The wife of the Federal Minister for

Labor, Mrs Joy Sneddon was there. Two
doctors

chemist Mr Stan Bailey, ex Mayors and
Mayoresses were all there as well as a host
of friends.

And all these people
were at Uie Greenwood

Park Pre-school Centre on

the Friday before Christ^
mas to play their part in
a warm and personal
farewell to Sister Edna

Ahlston, retiring as sister
in cha^e of the Ring-
wood Infant Welfare
Centre.

For the 150 who packed
into the centre, it was a
ceremony which marked
the end of an era in Ring-
wood's post-war history
and development.
For the work of Sister

Ahlston, dispenser of wis
dom, solace and cheerful
philosophy to anxious
young mothers is woven
into the town and its

growth in its most exciting
ypars.

Sister Ahlston came to

Ringwood after the end of
the war to a population of
4000 ■ ■

stirrings of the developing
district and its upward
leap in population.

And the many people at
Greenwood Park to fare
well her were there to

publicly acknowledge the
warm and important part
she has played.
Many of her original

babies are now married

and taking their babies
along for her experienced—
and sometimes caustic —
advice.

Wihatever advice she gave
it was for the good of the
baby.
Mrs Ellie Pullin, who so

ably organised the wonder
ful citizens’ tribute to

Sister Ahlston, outlined the
work she had done during
her 'years at the centre.
“She has very often gone

beyond the line of duty,’’
said Mrs Pullin, “in her
support of families in

W. Hewitt and B. Widmer m

^:
trouble. She has made

special trips down from
her home on the mount to

bring help and relief to
worried parents.”
Mrs Pullin went on to

point out the wide cross
section of the community
who had come to thank

Sister Ahlston.

The Mayor, Cr Ben
Hubbard, spoke with
emotion when he present
ed Sister Ahlston with a

silver necklet, Brooch,
bracelet and earrings
from the council.

"Speaking for council '
and the mothers, we’re gO- j
ing to miss you more than '
anyone else in Ringwood, '
and we say goodbye to a
lovely lady.”
Cr Hubbard said he re

membered the night back
in 1947 when Sister Ahlston

was appointed. At the time
the late Cr Harry Parker
said, “She's got the right
type of voice to control the
mothers.”

"When I took her round
to the little bunker behind

the Town Hall, which was
then the health centre,
Sister Ahlston just said
matter-oMactly, Tt’ll do me
for a while anyway.’ ”

Sister Ahlston was almost

overcome as'she replied to
the spontaneous speeches
of praise.
She said she particularly

wanted to say how grateful
she was to the original
band of women who helped
to maintain the health

centre in the beginning and
who also made a perma
nent building possible.
"Back in those days they

supplied me with every
thing,” she said. But it
was the late Mrs Lib Ver

gers who had the vision
and drive to see the neces

sity for a permanent centre.

%

to the first faint

WM
m

SISTER AHSLTON caught by the
camera as she sees the Greenwood Park

Pre-School Centre packed In her honor.
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a frothyLady Brooks wore
beehive confection with

light wool coat in ink blue
over a fi’ock patterned in a
paler shade. Her shoes match
ed her coat. The Mayoress,
Mrs. R Horman, wore a high
square crowned white
with a grey suit, while Mm.
Manson highlighted her sira-

black frock with a
delight-

white

a

LADY BROOKS AT HEATHMONT
hatGUESTS^HE presence of Lady Brooks at a function in the

Ringwood district almost certainly augurs a
fine day. The sun has shone for her on every

she first \dsited the town in 1954.

Among the oflBcial guests at
the opening were Mrs.
Chandler, wife of the Minist
er of Agriculture, Mrs. W. R.
Garrett, wife of Hon. W. R.
Garx*ett, MLC, Mr. J' W.
Manson, M.L.A.,, and Mrs-
Manson, Mr.

M.H.R., and Mrs. Jess^ the
Town Clerk, Mr. P. Dwerry-
house and Mrs. Dwerr’yhouse,
Cr. and Mrs. B. Hubbard, Gr
and Mrs A Lavis, Cr P Ver

gers, Mrs. D. Baxter, Mrs. L-
McLeod, Mrs. M. Deuter, Dr.
and Mrs. W. E. Hewitt, Mr.

and Mrs. D. Steele, Dr. Eliza
beth A. Wilmot, Director of
Maternal Infant and Pre-

School Welfare, Sister

Tumley and Sister E. Ahls
ton. Members of the commit

tee: Mrs. K. Washusen, Pres.,

Mrs. A. Mulder, sec., Mrs-
Crosby, treas., and Mesdames
Hawker, V Spencer, J Brooks,
J. Jones, E. Hall, A. Holmes,
;R. Leget, R- Hose and J.
Vail, Mrs. J. Harper.

Also present were Mx-s. M.
Whitehouse, Mrs. Wilson,
Mrs. Dearborn, Mr- and Mrs.
K. Austin, Mr. and Mrs. K.
Hardy, Mesdames R. Neville,
N. Howard, S. P- Veal, Mast
ers and Campbell.

During afternoon tea, Lady
Brooks cut a christening

eftke iced in palest green on
which sat a tiny baby in a
decorative basket. The cake
was made and donated to the
committee by local pastry
cook, Mr. A. Cairnduff.

oc-
G.

ply cut
powder puff hat in
ful shade of garnet red. Mrs.

smudge pnnt m

casion since

Wednesday last lived up to

tradition ^d she was wel
comed by a clear sky and a
soft breeze as she arrived to

officially open Heathmont’s
new Infant Welfare Centre in

Viviana Cres. A smart modern
building in cream brick, the
Centime occupies part of a

large area devoted to child
ren. It is flanked by the Kin
dergarten and a Council play
ground and is set well back
from the road with an off the

street parking space for cars.
Interior colors are in subdued

tonings of pink, green and
lilac pink and the airy white
terrylene curtains add to the
general effect of lightness.
Chairs are smart in black,
white and cinnamon vynex.

After the official opening,
Lady Brooks inspected the
Centre accompanied by the
Mayor, Mayoress, Town Clerk
and other disting u i s h e d

guests When the remainder

a

of the guests had toured the
building the pai*ty adjourned
to the Kindergarten Hall for
afternoon tea served by mem
bers of the Kindergarten

committee.

In his speech of welcome to
Lady Brooks, the Mayor
paid a tribute to the work of
the Infant Welfare Commit
tee under the president, Mrs.

j K. Washusen, as they had
provided the furnishings for
the Centre. Lady Brooks said
that she always experienced
a glow of happiness when she
was able to open a building
such as the Heathmont Cen
tre which she knew would
bring experienced help to
mothers of young children.

In a short speech Mrs-
Washusen thanked the Coun

cil and the members of her
committee for their co-opera
tion in making the building
possible and the opening
success.

Jess wore a _ ,. „
unusual color combintion

of deep purple, gold and
she added a droop bnm hat
in mustard yellow. Mrs. Ly

suit in the new

an

J. Jess,

McRae wore a ^ ^
small check design of
and white with a bo^^t
hite bat Mrs. B. Cohen

a black coin spot on
black

w

woi’e

mustard dress with a
stove-pipe chip straw hat.

M.

a

FASHIONS

Fashions were summery

for the most part and the lat
est in hat styles were given
an airing. They came in all
colors with a decided prefer-

for white in variousence

shapes and sizw-
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ANOTHER RINGWOOD HEAlTH CENTRE

HEAITH CENTRE fOA RINGWOOD ifsT
\y(ffiK has commenced on the new Hahv u ui.

Can,re at Rin^ood East. L par, ,hf“al''
:ar4r'„weh":,“T, "'d"”-

be bri I «■'* Bab,. Healt’h c" ,"e "ife a brick veneer structure costing
and IS expected to be

1—

JN bright sunshine, Members
their wiw.vea, .he Ma.cr and "^a^ter “d^

Mrs. R. Herman, councfllors and their wives and

mem^s oTI^aror^ni ”uons fSd^i'^rhe" offiTw
Je CenfreTfV/wo^^ IZl^

approx. £4000

mpleted by September.
The

contemporary styled Sister E
and spaciods Centre marks
further step forward in the
Council’s

CO

Ahlston, Sister Pat

terson and Auxiliary
hers Mesdames Ord, Maslen
and Campbell.

Other Auxiliary

Of the £4000, one-third has
been donated by
wood Council and

a
community hall
used as

has

a weighing and i
spection centre for
and

mem- been
the Ring-

, - two-thirds

by the State Government; it
ba.s been left to the East
Rmgwood Infant Welfare

Thatcher,' ,re“ ’’
Neville

in-

_ service to the grow¬
ing population of babies and
young children in the City of
Ringwood.
The

,, infants,
allowing for the many

activities for which the hall
IS used it has provided
stop-gap.

To this end the East Ring- in'cta-g?''?/ 7^° ’’Pwood Infant Welfare A„^?_ >,5,0 j Centre
fl, M presented to 'hary will conduct? an appeal EasL^Rin^^
the Mayoress and Dr. Wil- to parents and busing!
mot by small girls in frilly ple in the
party frocks Susan Neville

trees and Linda Nash,
an air

members

present were Mesdames
a good

opening ceremony was '● Mitchell,
performed by Dr. A.
beth Wilmot. M.B.-,

Green,

Eliza-' Lilley, King, Newton,
. B.S., Di- and Maggs.

rector of Maternal Infant and Flowers
Pre-School Welfare, who, con¬
gratulated the Council on the

j beauty of the site and the
I preservation of the
which gave the Centre
of a home rather than of j.
institution. The building -nith
its background of trees is of
cream brick with a low gabled
tiled roof and modern win
dow treatment. Muted colors
of driftwood,
willow

and^ , Heath-
peo- mont, but with the number of

new enrolments in the fast

IS due to be open- used exclusively for
Welfare.

area.

Target set for the
is £500 which

The sunny day highlighted ed to be
the new building in its soft the centre
background and the pretty ed.
hats and summer suits Prior to January of la^t n *●
brought on by the warmth year young mothers had . ^°"^tions to assist the
added to the attractive scene, make the trip to Rinewood ) left with the
The Mayoress wore a frock to have a regu ar cheTu^ n

of French cotton in lipstick on th.i,. newlf bocn S^ce with t t ®“"’'
pmk with a curvette of tiny January the East Rinc-u3 r ^ ® at
white flowers. Dr Wilmot was Kmgwood Community Hall. _

in a linen frock in honey-
beige with a green Garbo hat,
and Mrs. Garrett in a frock
in an abstract floral pattern

apricot droop brim
hat. Mrs. Jess chose a short
jacket suit in junior

an

Infant

mustard and

decorate the
or

R'l'een

main waiting room with soft
● pastel greens in the foyer and
.interviewing room.

' The furniture is of lami
nated blonde wood and the at
tractive curtains

Mrs. A. Campbell were chos-
with special appeal for the

young children who will at
tend the Centre with
mothers.

the

made by with an

en

navy

topped with a head hugging
hat of multi-colored flowers.
Mrs. Ihverryhouse
taupe floral with a small cin-

T.% 4- J* namon hat, Mrs. Hubbard in

tte th! “ grey with e soft pink
trLS t I ^ “ fone-shaped hat.

Auxil,ary. Under the ener- donkey brown siik with
ore s ”thc Mrs. L. McLeod
orovided th f Mo'k print de-
the Centre Mns- M. Deuter a snit
referSd S' featuring a sharp blue
of the tIwo cl ^ "'“‘ern with a white
Ot the Town Clerk and the hat and Mrs. Steele a dress
Surveyor Mr. Steele through of large autumn flowers
who prena^e?th“ ^ "-ith a email

After f'-PPn't/- white hat. Mrs. Maslen was in
t inspection of the a junior navy suit with

ors crowned hat of red
°n t^ cZm “t trimmed with a single white
ImSL f Mrs. Ord was in a
S^C.WA Bmgwood .Soral beige with a matching

iat.

their

was in

GUESTS

a

a

ana

on

a

Guests welcomed by the
Mayor included Hon. W. R.
Garrett, MLC, and Mrs. Gar
rett, Mr. J. W. Manson, MLA,
Mr. J. Jess, MHR, and Mrs.
Jess, the Town Clerk and Mrs
P Dwerryhouse,
councillors and their

Ringwood
wi V6S

Mr. and Mrs. Des Steele, Dr.’
Doris Officer, Sister Turnley,
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Infant welfare scholarships
r:^eJT.0:;^S --;n..oa.es.sense,

I scholarships to under- This is achieved by
take a two year Po«if Making the announce- the physical
Graduate Degree in Add- growth and development of

PP Community Services, Ms providing
Caroline Hogg, said that the ^tndance and
degree would enable the Parents in their child
beneficiaries to practice "■● responsibilities.”
infant welfare nurses.

'^f‘'CIay
4'Mday
R'ngwood 1. Y C is

organising a clay day" for
next Sunday, near\he
Ringwood Lake from 9 am
^„J;'f.'*«‘6"ed by children
and their parents wiJI be fired
and finally laid
barbecue

support to

care

as

Ms Hogg said that the
infant welfare

one of the state’s most
valued partnerships with
Local Government.

She said that the

was jointly funded by State
and Local Governments

J managed by local

around the
. area at the lake as

a reminder of 1979 — The
Vear of the Child.
The tiles at 20c each are

supplied by Ceal Bro.s.
Nunavvading. The event will
take place in the car park at

rear of the Club Hotel.
Mf Dandenong Road,
Ringwood, adjoining the lake
reserve.

service was
Ms Hogg said that the

high priority the State
Government gave to infant
welfare services reflected its

of

service I
commitment to families

with young children.

She said that in 1984-85 and
60,354 live births were noti
fied in Victoria to the infant
welfare centres.

government.

Ms Hogg added that the
“rvf .u addition of a further five
Of these 57,502 or 95 trained infant welfare sisters

S 'heand attended infant welfare

a*ntres,”said Ms Hogg.
“This indicates

service.

The five scholarships
.. , . ^ ^ have been awarded
high degree of acceptance Jenny Rath of Clifton
or the

to

Hill,
service by the Alison Nuske of Kooyong’

community. Veronica Tirchett of Lily-'
I he mam aim of infant dale, Joan Coram of Boro-

welfare .services is the pro- nia and Louise Dobell of

motion of family and child East Melbourne
1

" 7
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Public Ilcal'th. Depart©Ki^j
296 Queen otreet,

msGurnr^.

elfare '^bsldy to

0,1.

nn/A/iQ<«Q render account for Infant 'i'
30/6/1938 on fora attached.

reliever should be shown on claim fo^!^ ^

subsidy as from lA/38 is £112*10*
provided nurse receives salary of £208
salary of nurse*

--:0 per aanus
per annum, otherwise half

Vl/38 Is half oalaryOf £112:10:0 per zxurse. ^ of nurse with maxioum

0. H. R0BIH80H.
^■Cretarv

■


