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Early Hlstwry ©f Parish
©f Riiigwoacl

(By J- K. McCaskill, J.P.)

Official Opening ®f the Ringwood
Ooci Stores era 1?th March, 1911

large attendance. The Presi
dent of the Society, Cr. R.

Henderson, in introducing- the
Governor, said that the Ring-
wood Show was one of the
oldest in the State having

been established many years

ago.

His Excellency congratulat
ed the Society upon the fine
display of exhibits and -re
ferred briefly to horitcultur-
al matters, and said that he
had been informed that there

was sufficient fimit grown in
Victoria to supply the whole
of the needs of the Common
wealth. .He had pleasure in

' declaring the Show open.

The Show proved to be
highly successful.
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N the early years of pioneeering development,
it was found that tl;e land was especially,

adapted for the cultivation of fruits, flowers 'and
vegetables, and it soon became evident that fruit

would become the chief industry and

I 1

growing

mainstay of Ringwood and District.
struction and will hold 10,000

cases. The membership is 76
and 51 are bona fide commer-

This re¬

in 1896 a number of the
formed a horticultur-gi'owers

al Society for the pui-pose of
overcoming their many fruit
difficulties such as fungus di

seases, pests etc. also arrange
annual shows to exhibit fruit,

flowers, poultry, vegetables to
stimulate growing and to
maintain a regular weekly
supply to the Melbourne mar
kets.
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THE LUNCHEON

(Cool Store)

cial fruit-growers,

presents 1120 acres of orchard
and the following parts of
the district are . represented: His Excellency then _
Ringwood, Croydon, Kilsyth, ceeded to open the new Ring-
Vermont, Mitcham, Bayswat- wood Cool Stores. He wa.s in-

He further reported that troduced- to the large crowd
at the recent Annual Show which had assembled in front
close on 1000 entries

staged and about 900 people of Agriculture Mr. Graham,
had paid for admission
the gates.

The meeting decided that tution to the local powe«^
the Mr. Graham, had also told

him that the storage capacity

t

pro-

5er

were of the Store by the Minister

T.atei-, the innovation of
refrigeration being applied to
fruit in the form of cool stores

opened up great possibilities,
including the shipping of
fruit to the London markets.
It was decided to call a pub
lic meeting and discuss the
establishment of a cool store

at Ringood. The meeting was Ringwood p,nd District An-
held on 18th June, 1909 and nual Show and Official Open-
decided that this meeting is jng of the Ringwood Cool „„ntinue to

of opinion that the time has stores. ^^ed for
come for the'establishment of By His Excellency Sir Tho- .^ductivity and. in-
a cool store at Ringwood for nias David Gibson - Cai- ® , markets he had very
the benefit of fruit gi'owers, i^ichael. K.C.M.G., f i
and appointed a committee to in the New Ringwood Hall,

into effect the forego- Marquee and Grounds. ,the^Cool
: Right opposite the ^^;eed regret

and 18tl March, 1911.
Pre^dent: Cr. , Tfew notes about the Cool

ZZZZ Tos^ oi erection by the Gov-
Luncheon‘"tickets for the ernment '’

official opening of the Cool ano ® ° g ^ 1910.
Stores ■ ihe refrigeration plant was

S installed by C. A. McDonald
1911, 5/- each. a cost of £1322, and

w'.7d“ “opp.nB cntPSl (« “■!

days.
Trotting and driving com

petitions and other equestrian
events.

at He believed that the store
would be a very useful insti-

the official opening of
Cool Store take place imme-
diatelv after the opening of, was not large enough for the
the Annual Show to be held districts requirements He

and 18th March, 1911 hoped that before long that ad
ditional accommodation would

be provided and that the or
chard industry in Ringwood

flourish.

on 17th

declaringin

carry

ing- resolution (Committee:
Messrs McKinlay, Hann, ""
Grant, R. W. Gill and J. B.
McAlpin, Hon. Sec.)

The various Govt. Depart-
approached on

0

ments were

Cie subject and finally inti-
ated that if the Ringwood

Districts Horticultural
Society would guarantee to
find 4 per cent, on the outlay
and with its close proximity
to the railway station there

would be no difficulty in pt-
cool store at Ring-

2-

m

and

was

Iting a
wood. The estimate of the

quii-ed guarantee would be
approx £280.

The committee after hold-
meerings and

reported
had

6

C
ing numercus
active canvassing,

that Ringwood growers
already guaranteed £190, leav
ing £90 to be guaranteed by
Croydon, Wonga Park, Wan-
din,' Mt. Dandenong and oth
ers. This amount
sured and steps were taken

cool store on a

StonecessaryStores were

meet the ever increasing de
mand for space and a con

tract was signed on 3rd June,
1913 by Mr. W. J. May, Con
tractor, for £2,374/10/3 and

time additional
supplied

P

THE OPENINGwas as-

1

The Show was opened by at the same
the State Governor Sir Tho-, refrigei^tion
mas Gibson - Cannichael oiv and installed by R. &
Friday afternoon (7th March, Coy. for £1683 also the
1911). The weather was pm- Brine cmuentraling p y

w-is a fairly

eto secure a

railway site at Ringwood.
the Annual Meeting held

on 25th Nov., 1910, the sec
tary i-epoi'tiBd that the Coo]

qf ixm-

At

1Continued on next pagefeet and there
Stoi- wa;
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History of Ringwood
Continued from previous page

supplied by R. Werner & Co.

for £134/13/3.

In 1913 a number of gi-ow-

ers discussed the possibility
of taking over the Cool Stores

and forming' a Co-operative
Company. Later the whole of

the Cool Stores and plant
was transferred to ' the pre
sent authority on 3rd Dec,

1915 under Revenue loan pur
chase for £8000. This loan was

subsequently repaid in full.

The Cool Stores opened
under the capable manage
ment of Mr. R. Sutherland,
late of Doncaster Store. Later

Mr. Fi-ench was appoipted
Engineer, and Mr. Cameron

secretary .in charge. In 1914
Mr. Jdmes L. Skerrett was

temporary employe-! as a
casual storeman, and I'D’. J.

Trainer the engineev
The buildings consisted of

th’'ee chambers and were

known as the Hercules and

the Werner sections.

In 1914 owing to the

drought the chambers were

used for storing sheep, lambs
etc. for export.

It will be appropi'iate at
this stage to say that in 1924
the Borough of Ringwood
was formed and thus Ring-
wood as a fruit growing dis
trict gradually diminished,

and in the march of develop

ment many orchards were sub
divided and a new suburban

area created

The Horticultural Society

of those' by-gone years well
justified existence. It was

reeognis^;a's one of the out-
standiiig'vii^ieities in Victoria
and ilj^^kmly has brought
credit,jJUjSjure and progress
+0 Rir

no doubt, at the present time

be busy in the winding up
process of the Coy’s affairs
in connection with the dispos
al of the Cool Stores Build

ings and plant from the rail
way site by auction on 2nd
Dec., 1959.
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idge with thanks
1 Business Re-

I al

the appeu^
cord of tk#.. Ringwood Co-op-
erativtl ' Ooinpany by Mr. Al
bert J.i Aird son of the late

Mr. J.'T?fj.4ird, the gcinal and
highly cotoemed secretary of

the Company from its incep
tion in 1915 uritr 111.5 dcaih

in Sept. 1949'.
Mr. Peter Vergers is the

present secretary and he will.
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This photo was taken many years ago, showing the old horse trough1.
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Officially opened in March Mil and sold by public auction yesterday

—Photo by courtesy J. K. McCaskill, J.P.
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Mr. J. G. AIRD , ■
e (,Secr‘6?ta’!^ Co:ol Sii^oiVs AsWciation) i
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