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MR A AROONDAH businessman
/B Duncan Lee has supported

e B calls for a major transforma- .

tion of the Ringwood and Croydon rail-

e 4 * south side of the railway line and may °

give them better access to amenities on

way stations.. > Lo

But Mr Lee said the “vision” of local
politicians Phil Honeywood and Gor-
don Ashley, for a commercial complex

over Ringwood station was 2 little off

CONMSE i
“Mr Lee agreed the space above the two
stations was valuable real estate waiting
~tobedeveloped. =~ =~ o

Bt she: sugges_tc'df.the'_ community
would be better served by developing the

proposed regional court complex and

. Ringwood police station above the Ring-

. wood railway station. '

It would save millions of dollars in

land purchases, he said. 7 ;

. “Why pay up to $6 million for prime

_ commercial land when this space is

‘available at no cost to the Government,”
hesaid. = = =

Mr Lee questioned whether Ringwood

needed more commercial space. ‘1 know

traders are having a tough time in Ring-

- wood market,”” he said.

He said Croydon police station should
the redevelopment .

.. be incorporated
. of the Croydon
¢ Mr Lee’s com s foll

‘page Mail article (16/5) announcing the
joint study by Maroondah City Council

y station,

“and the Public Transport Corporation {0
look at the feasibility and commercial -

interest in Ringwood station’s redevel-
opment. saie oy 4

Member for Bayﬁwater Gordon Ash-
ley said redevelopment of Ringwood:
station was of particular importance to’

Siresidents.s o

Jdeasitothe couneili it
~ Member for Warrandyte Phil Honey-
© wood said the vision for the station was -
to creaté a major commercial centre. He.

s follow the frént-,.

_put for the project should contact hi

BUSINESS NI

o "-1I .. 'It SR E -
It has the potential to really dra\;v the: -
“two sides of the road together,” he said.

¢ 1t will also help overcome the awful
difficulties people have in living on the

the other side.” - e
Mr Ashley said he had been pursuing

the issue of redevelopment of the Ring-
- wood station area for some time and

welcomed public contribution to the

debates i s :
He said since it was a joint feasibility

study between Maroondah City Council

and the PTC, people should put their i

said the State Government was very
much aware of the important value of air
space rights. Gt

~ Concern

“We would be pleased to hear of local

support and input and would invite -
other focal business people to provide
their input and ideas on this project,” he -

said. It would be a'concern though to -
- have facilities such as a police station -

‘and court house on top of a highly publi
. Mr Hon

eywood said anyone with

electoral office.

" *“The study is open 1o suggestions and

ideas,” he said.

B HOW would you like to see the space
_above our railway stations developed?

Send you ideas to the editor, 235A
Maroondah Highway, Ringwood, 3134,

" 'And ‘with the help. of .
Maroondah Council, the

| group has been able to
Jcomplete substantial

mulching, weeding and
planting sessions at the
station. Remmnl

. The work was complet-
ed as part of the
Stationeers -~ Right On

| Track program, an initia- -
| tive of Keep Australia .
.| Beautiful Victoria and the

Departmen fra-
structure. - o
' The program;
volves more than 60 sta-
tions ‘across - Melbourne,
encourages community
groups 1o landscape. beau-
tify and maintain their lo-
cal railway station.
General manager of
Keep Australia Beautiful
Victoria Anne Canterbury

| said the association . be-
tween the community and
the council ‘had achieved =
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Cuts.

threat
to rail
links

| ByJANINEJONES |

UTS to rail services
from Ringwood to
Lilydale and Bel-

grave could lead to the
eventual closure of these
lines, the Public Transport
Users’ Association has
claimed.

Association president
Paul Mees said govern-
ment plans to replace train
services from Ringwood
to Lilydale and Belgrave
after 8pm would increase
travel time from the city
to these destinations by
half an hour. -

He said this would en-
courage more people to
leave their cars at Ring-
wood Station and drive
the remainder of the jour-
ney home.

This would result in de-
creased patronage, giving
the government further
excuses to cut services on
the Ringwood-Lilydale,
Ringwood-Belgrave lines
until they were inoperable.

*“It is a vicious spiral.
They bring in the first
round of cuts, patronage
goes down and then that is
used as justification to
bring in the next round of
cuts and that goes on until
you have nothing to lose,”
he said.

Mr Mees said the gov-
ernment’s decision not to
return from its holiday
timetable had cost outer
eastern commuters dearly.

This had reduced the
number of trains travel-
ling between Ringwood
and the city during peak
hour from 18 to 14.

However, the Member
“for Warrandyte, Mr Phil
Honeywood, said the gov-
ernment would not close
train lines to Lilydale or
Belgrave.

He said one of the rea-
sons the Lilydale site was
chosen for the outer east-
ern campus of Swinburne
University was its close
proximity to the train
station.

Lilydale’s high growth
rate would also ensure that
the rail line would not be
closed, he said.

Mr Honeywood said the
government’s reforms to
the transport system
would improve access to
the outer east.

An additional service, a
midnight to dawn bus ser-
vice between the city and
Croydon, travelling via
Hawthorn, Kew, Doncas-
ter, Box Hill and Ring-
wood, would be in-
troduced.

The buses would be fit-
ted with mobile phones to
enable commuters to ar-
range transport between
bus stops and their homes.

A spokeswoman for the
Minister for Transport,
Mr Alan Brown, said the
government had not de-
cided when buses would
replace trains after 8pm.

Its first priority was to
concentrate on replacing
closed country rail ser-
vices with private buses.

When all issues in the
country were resolved,
tenders would be called
for replacement bus ser-
vices on city lines, she
said.

#
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Passengers fe

THE Public Transport Users’ Associ-

RalLwaysS

The number of trains scheduled on the

new timetables.

ceived dozens of complaints from passen-

| gers using both lines.

By LEIGH PARRY

ation says passengers on the Belgrave
and Lilydale train lines risk being

He said the association was committed  Belgrave line in the morning dropped from

13 1n 1992 to 10 this year, the spokeswom-

an said.

to keeping pressure on the State Govern-

ment to improve the services.

“In peak times, those lines carry half of

almost “crushed to death” because of

cutbacks to train services.

the total rail patronage in Melbourne,” he

-said.

She said afternoon train numbers fell

from 14 to 11.

A PTC spokeswoman said the two lines

The crisis times are between 7am and had experienced “operational problems™

The PTC was carefully monitoring the
situation on both lines to ensure com-
plaints related to operational difficulties,

She said the corporation would look at
increasing services if it proved necessary.

not the frequency of services.

She said the number of complaints re-

corded from passengers using the two lines
was no greater than anywhere else on the
system and did not necessarily relate to the

over the last fortnight, including overhead

Mr Mees said the PTC justified cutting problems and signal fires.

services because it claimed patronage had
dropped on those lines. But he said the
PTC was “scaring off passengers™.

Mr Mees said his association had re-

8am and 4.45pm and 5.45pm.

The association’s president, Mr Paul
Mees, said the Lilydale and Belgrave lines,
He said the service was slashed by 25 per

which both pass through Ringwood, were
cent at the height of peak hours.

the most severely affected of all metropoli-

tan train services.
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S EARSthatraxIwayslaﬁ‘ cuts could .jéopardié'e}_::'
- B4 . passenger safety have prompted cailsforresi;iengg_

{  ByLEONORAELLIOTT-BRUCE

- to increase support for the Safe Train, '~ =
Last week’s deal between the State Government, -
. Trades Hall Council and public transport unions in-
G s the return of trains after 8pm to most metropoli-
- tan lines including Ringwood, Croydon and Lilydale.. =
. 'But the Public Transport Users® Association (PTUA)
- warned planned railway staff cuts could mean increased
_ dangers to commuters.” - s T
. Calling on the community to back stations and keep
them safe, PTUA assistant secretary John McPherson -
said the Safe Train would be ‘needed even more’.
- “We are concerned that the reduction in railway
staffing levels could mean some of the stations, particu-
larly in the outer east, would be isolated and therefore
people travelling at night could be at risk,” he said.. =~
_ Driver-only trains, automated ticket ‘machines and
. ‘Toving customer services employees are expected to be
- phased in during the next 18 months as part of th
government rdilway packape: 2 aninnan o0 0
© Croydon Council's leisure and community develo
‘acting mat ick ‘Foa said the Safe Train.
- Committee would seek a meeting with the Public Trans-:
- port Corporation 1o discuss details of the railway deal;
~ . Mr Foa said confusion had surrounded the Safe Trai
-when buses looked likely to replace late night trains. ‘
~ He said some service was:likely to be created for
commuters whether travelling by bus or train. piag
- “The Safe Train Committee was going to meet with
the PTC to discuss the buses and to harness community
- energy and to continue fo provide a safe community.

- “Weare in a similar position, in that discussions will
~occur with the PTC to work out the best way of
harnessing that community energy,” he said. =~

- Lillydale Shire CEQ Warwick Heine ‘welcomed th
- return of trains after 8pm and said he ‘hoped the Safe -
 Train would be continued ‘because it is important to th
g gk e B _Gaﬁnmuniﬁesﬁ":_:_;L:

: Do you feel safe on the trains? Send a letter to The Mail,
(2354 Maroondsh Highway, Ringwood. .~ "




NE of ngwood s prized
- . ‘historical buildings could
raﬂway statmn go ahead. |

*marked for privatisation and commercnal
¢ development this year..
. But fears for the future of the century-

i,_-_oid ‘building have prompted Ringwood

i Council to seek urgent lalks wnh lhe
overnment.
iMayor Greg Adkms said: “Thls is the

. only real historical building in the City of -
. Ringwood. We need to slap a develop— i

»'-menil protectlon order on 11 i
lngwood H:stoncal Research Group

statlon would be a tragcdy i

e got,” she sald

olished. -

Lt s demmentdl and lakes away a focal
| point, 1 am !

' Honeywood, said there were no deﬁmte
. plans to demolish the station. o

. But he said: "I don’t think that bulld-
*ing is on:the historic buildings list and
- does not have much historical value.

ati

be demolished if State
' Government plans to revamp the ;

. ideal site for redevelopment.
ngwood is one of six stanons ear-

‘scctor-mjected capital by way of havmg
“ shops or retail outlets, it will benefit.”

‘ter, Mr Alan Brown, said redevelopment
plans could include the exlstmg buildin

i “Sometlmcs commercml redevelop-
'mem is based around the railway station
‘and the hlslorlcal elements can be saved o
S ihe said.
18 pmcneally the oldest thing. we":
“It should not be'

ident, Mrs Ellic Pullin, said loss: of

 the next month or 50 askmg for pe()p!e to
- express interest.”” o
Iam not opposed to change but when b

- Users Association, Mr Patrick O'Connor,
he Member for Warrandyte Mr Phtl

Valtracted 1o public transport,” he said.

‘mous help 1n oounleracimg vandahsm
. and unruly behawor = e

by JODIE HAYTHORNE -

“I don’t think there would b grcat_‘,
push to keep it.” S
“Mr Honeywood said ngwood was an__.-_ :

“Because of the appalhng ﬁnancxai
mess we have inherited, we don’t have
the money for facehﬁs at raﬁway sta—
tions,” he said.
- “If we can achieve that through pnvate

“A spokesman for the Transport Minis-

HWe will be: placmg advemsements in

A spokesman for the Pubhc Transport
welcomed the redevelopment proposal
. “The more activity that centres on
railway stations the more people will be

. "Most importantly, it will be an enor-

'RAIL commuters on Belgrave and
Lilydale lines face greater security
risks with the removal of station staff
‘according to Shadow Transport
Minister Peter Batchelor.
i MrBatchelor said three quarters -
of Melbourne’s Met Stations will be -
. left without any staff after introduc-
| ton of antomauc ticket selhng ma-
| chines,
oihe: mtmductlon of automaue_
i tacketmg machmes at Met Sta.txons

will be accompanied by yet to be
publicly announced plans of the
withdrawal of Met station staff,” Mr
Batchelor said. =

Mr Batchelor said it is hkely
Croydon and Heathmont stations

- will be among 21 on the Lilydale

and Belgravelinestobeleftunstaffed.
Public Transport Corporation

_ (PT C) spokesman Ray Wilson said
 the “down sizing” of station staff
had “always been announced in ac-

cordance with the introduction of |
Automatic Fare Collection (AFC)”,

~ “We haven’t determined what
stations will be effected,” MrWﬂson ;
said: :
“Nothing has been ﬁnahsed yet it ]
is subjecttothe company that gets the ]
AFC contract,” he said.

‘Mr Batchelor claimed the PT c
has “secret plans” (o remove station -
staff from all but 52 of the 195 Met-
ropolitan stations and eight V-Line

1 serviced stations to use a Met ticket.

o be removed from trains.
. “poseahuge nsktopassengersafety

'; ?safety is one of the main con ‘
. the commuting public ... au matic
~ machines will not deter axtacks :
can they come to assist you.”

mt:roducmg customer servic
' ers roving the system, telepl
| stations and working closely wil
 Victoria Police,” he said.

~ “The de-staffing of stations has

 been going on secretly for months, =
' Mr Batchelor said. '

“The issue of safety will be exac—_-fj
erbated because the guards w:Il also

Mr Batchelor sald the move will |

“In the current wolent chm

Mr Wﬂson demed PTC plans

eillance, unprovmg hghung,
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- AUSTRALIAN Services Union Branch Secretary David Williams
says removal of staff from railway stations signals the end of safe
train travel for commuters -

A STATE govemment proposal to re-
‘move more than 80 per cent of staff from -
-.metropohtan raﬂway stations is seen as -

~ the end of safe train travel for commuters

by Australian Services Union (ASU)
- Branch Secretary and eastern suburbs.

i ’resxdent David Wmmms
- Mr Williams, who says hlS members

suppomnu'oducuonofautomauc ticketing
‘machines, believes the decision to leave -

“up to 160 of Melboumne's metropolitan

stations unstaffed will quickly increase

incidences of vandalism, violence and
‘serious crime on and around railway sta-
“tioms.

" Eastern suburbs stations proposed to

_operate without weekwend staff include

Bayswater and Heatherdale while the
- Tecoma, Ferntree Gully, Heathmont, =~
ngwood East, Chatham and Canter-
- bury statlons are to. be permanently"

_ unstaffed.
My Wﬂhams sald mmoval of slauon

CE'S

_ would no longer have someone available
to install the metal ramp for wheelchair

_ access fo camages to ensure the driver

_::ﬂ: taff would also highly disadvantage the
s e]derly, d:sabied and parents Wlth P“Sh' . -non of the public rail system in Victoria.
“He sald w:thout stauon staff and re- -
_ moval of guards from trains, the disabled

left enough time for parents with pushers
-and little children to embark and alight
from trains safely and to assist the sight
; lmpzured with timetable information.

e Government had not thought'

 enough about how staff cuts would detri-
j;mentally affect train travellers, deciding
to unplement changes on a purely finan-

c1ai basis, Mr Williams said.
“What we will see is the rail service

_ used by able-bodied workmg commuters
 at peak times, with the service virtually
‘unused at non-peak and weekends,” he

said.
: “Becansetherewﬂlbenoguardson

trains, passengers will be left very vulner-

able with no one to help them if they are

- confronted or attacked whllsl tmvelimg B

Mr Williams said. ; :
~ “But passengers will be on their own

; when station after station is left unstaffed
-a and there will be little or no deterrent for .

iolence or vandalism,” he added. |
illiams predicted staff cuts were
step towards ultimate privatisa-

~ “By running down the system and
offering poor services that will receive
dwindling patronage, it will be easier for

 the Government to convince the Victo-

rian public to embrace a privatised pubhc
tlansport serwce.” Mr Williams sald




by JODIE HAYTHORNE

THE Public Transport
Users Association
(PTUA) has described
an alleged proposal to
scrap MET staff from
Ringwood East and
Heatherdale rail sta-
tions as ‘suicidal’.

The Opposition
claims the Public Trans-
port Corporation has se-
cret plans to remove
staff from all but 52 of
the 195 metropolitan
stations, replacing them
with automatic ticketing
machines.

But the Member for
Silvan, Mrs Rosemary
Varty, has denied the
‘wild assertions’.

“1 cannot imagine
how they have got hold
of that idea,” she said.

“It 1s just scare mon-

gering obviously.”
Mrs Varty touted the

benefits of automatic

ticket machines which
aim to recover $30 mil-
lion in fare evasion.

“If you look around
the world, automatic ti-
cket machines are one
way of ensuring those
who travel on trains do
pay for it,” she said.

“We know only a

. small percentage of peo-

ple have been paying.”

PTUA president Mr
Paul Mees welcomed
automation, but not at
the expense of commut-
er safety.

“It 1s not just the
Frankston line that is
not safe,” he said. .

“In 1993 they (ticket
machines) are not going

ot

jo~8~92

T’s staff

at stations
In firing line

to stop the station being
vandalised.

“Unfortunately there
is no one to stop them
vandalising the mach-
ines.”

Mr Mees said com-
muters should boycott
stations without MET
staff,

“We have got no
problem with them cut-
ting two down to one
(but) to cut them frorp
one to none seems sui-
cidal,” he said.

“They will not get
customers at those
stations. g

Safety

“They will only get
the poor people who
have no choice.”

Opposition Transport
Minister Mr Peter Bat-
chelor labelled the al-
leged restructure as dan-
gerous,

“In the current vio-

lent climate, safety is

one of the main con-
cerns of the commuting
public,” he said.
“Having staff at the
station gives a greater
sense of personal secu-
rity.
“Automatic ticketing

. MET staff would

machines will not deter
attacks nor can they
come to assist you.”

Sergeant Les Ross
from the Ringwood Po-
lice said the.scrapping of
in-
crease demands on a
force already under
pressure doing their
work.

“It would put extra
pressure on us and. ..
availability to the pub-
lic,” he said.

“The general public
are going to suffer.”

Sgt Ross said police .
were working in con-
junction with the Tran-
sit Police.

A Transport Minister
spokesman could not:
guarantee staff would
not be scrapped and said
safety was ‘not an issue’.

“We reject there is
any threat to public safe-
ty,” he said.

“Victoria Police are
now responsible for the -
public transport system
and the government is

* working with them.

“We are looking at in-
stalling surveillance
cameras and mobile
phones at selected
sites.”
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 RINGWOOD railway station will

beupgraded to “premium” status,
;”under a $20 million state govem~ -

'.-_mentplan toimprove secunty for
rail travellers and encourage users
2 back onto the system
 Ringwood and 50 other pre-
; mium stations throughout the Met

- telephones and full booking of-
fice facilities will be installed.

On Lilydale and Beigr_ave,:._
lines, Croydon, Mitch_am_,_ -

: Blackbum and Box Hﬁl will also ;

be upgraded to premium, while
stations  including

tion. These statmns will alsohave

‘a_panic button communication

linktothe closest premium station.
Addmonal fo genera] Met staff,

ark will be staffed on
an as required basis, be given
upgraded lighting ‘and closed
circuit TV which will be moni- |
tored at the nearest premxum sta-
system will be staffed from first
to last train, seven days a week.
- Highlevellighting, closedcircuit
television surveillance, public .
330 customer service employees
will placed at stations and on trains
';fworkmg closer thh transit po-
: hce

S
7Y

Facelift for
Heathmont

i HEATI—IMON‘I‘ stauo
- will receive a face-lift as |

. partof a $2 million State’_
- Government program to
‘upgrade suburban raxl- '

way stations.

- Work will mclude“

upgrading of signs and
- seats, installation of

public telephones and

removal of graffiti.

Safety will be improved
| with extra lighting and
' closed circuit television.

Bayswater MP |

; Gordon Ashley expects
J the station upgrade to be
complewd by end of next '.

‘ month.

R BICUIAYS



| THREATENING behaviour by

| groups of teenagers loitering around
- Maroondah City’s frain stations con-
tinuesto be a source of fear for many
: raJI commuters.

| increased local and transit police activ-

- _:Who. use Mooroolbark station in Brice

2 Both Croydon and ngwood
“,pohce say the problem is not new,rr._
- with stations across the city atracting

;.7.'1ty in an effon o quell unruiy behav-.

:Ave have told Post they are too scared :
to catch trains after 3pm - when station

staff finish work for the day - because
they feel intimidated by groups. of loi-
tﬂnng teenagers.

- In a recent incident, a proud father
described to Post how his teenage

daughter and her two friends helped an -
- elderly man after he was assaulted at

the station by two youths aged

: - between 12 and 14.
v Accor mg to pohce Croydon =
'ngwood East Ringwood, Heath-
~mont, Heatherdale and Mooroolbark
¢ :;stanonsallamactthexrshareofuouble -
A number of elderly train travellers
' ambulance aﬁcr the man became very

~ The father said after the girls saw
thc yout.hs push the elderly man to the

ground, they rushed to his a;d and

pulled the youths away
The girls asked someone to call an

distraught and started changing colour,
‘but the man told the girls he did not
- need an ambulance and just wanted to
caich the train fo visit his seriously ill

wife in Maroondah Hospital.

It is believed the youths were run-
ning off as a train pulled in carrying
two policeman who chased and caught
the youths.

At the time, about 4pm on a recent

~Thursday, the elderly man, the teenage

girls and two youths were the only
people on the station platform.

Train travellers have told Post they
would feel more comfortable catching

- afternoon trains if the Mooroolbark

station was manncd for ionger hours.

Ringwood, East Ringwood, Heath-

mont and Heatherdale stations are

already manned from the first 1 mommg :
train until the last train. ”
- However, Senior Sergeant Graham
. Goodings of Croydon police said even
though Croydon station was recently
‘made a premium station and manned
24 hours a day, “it still remains a con--

stant source of trouble”.

- “We are well aware of the prob-
lems at Croydon railway station and
bus terminus. It is one of our (police)
station’s targets for extra patrols and

 increased police presence in general o

Sen Sgt Goodings said.
“The bxggest problems are caused

State seats here we 8o again: P age 2

by groups of youths who loiter in the

_area, creating a nuisance and using
-mtnmdatmg behaviour which is dis-

concerting to people, espec1a]iy the -

elderly,” he said. -

- Snr Sgt Goodings said focal police

~were working W1th transit pohce o
stop the problem. -

Snr Sgt Goodmgs éomments were

backed- -up by Senior Sergeant Jenny
O’Toole from Ringwood CIB, who =

told Post that once Grand Prix com-
mitments were out of the way, Ring-

~wood police were planning an opera- = -
- tion to clamp down on problem behav- o

10ur1nxaﬂway stations. G
S -Contmued Page3 :
'44_, .-Iif‘_” gl '




* From Page 1

“The problem tends
to move from station to
station, involving groups
of unemployed youths,
drinking and general
abusive  behaviour.
Looking at our statistics,
it’s now time we gave
stations another very
good policing,” Sen Sgt
O’Toole said.

“If anyone notices a
problem they should
phone me or their local
police station to let us
know. Don’t ignore the
problem - it’s your train
station and you shouldn’t
be afraid to use it,” she
advised.

Sen Sgt O’Toole said
last week an 18 yeag old
man was forced to hand
over an amount of cash

outside Heathmont rail-
way station, after being
approached and threat-
ened by three men.

She warned rail users
to be wary of people act-
ing suspiciously and not
to linger in stations for
too long.

Chief Superintendent
Peter Graham from
police F District head-
quarters in Knox - F Dis-
trict takes in Maroondah
City and surrounding
areas - said while there is

‘a core group of offend-

ers, “on the whole local
teenagers are well
behaved”.

He added that each
police station in F Dis-
trict now has a police
youth liaison officer who
specialises in dealing

with young people and
their problems, further
helping to control the sit-
uation.

Supt Graham said F
District also now has a
crime prevention officer
who can speak to the
elderly who may have
concerns.

He said the crime pre-
vention officer, Senior
Constable Jackie Poida,
specialises in giving lec-
tures to elderly groups

on how to improve their |

safety and about general-

ly feeling safer in the

community.

Supt Graham said Sen

Const Poida can be con-
tacted at Knox police
headquarters on 9881-
7948.

\

clamp down




by LEONORA ELLEOTT«BFIUCE
~ RINGWOOD and C roydon rallway

- stations are about to be overhauled -

.~ aspart of a Public Transport Corpo-
.~ ration scheme to stamp out anu-
. social behavior.

~ The two stations will be manned
£ from first to last train, platforms will
. be under constant manned ‘video
= surveillance and hxgh mtensny hght-
- ing will be fitted.

. main securily control room at Ring-
~ wood, ieiephoneswli!be instailed on
. stations and transit police will pdlml

Lo camages ‘between stations.
~ The PTC will officially Jaunch the
new-look stations — which are part
of a massive statewide pl’OjECt —

- within the next few weeks.

PIC spokesman Ray W:Ison said

i the stations’ upgrades had been
'_.pl‘mncd for some time and aimed to
- Improve the pubhc s percepnon of

i rail travel.
“The ngwood/(‘roydon ime has

o -been identified as a trouble spot for -

sometime but we're doing our best
‘ to eradicate anh-soctal bchavmr
ioohe said.

ShinAs rcported in [he Mail (January e
b .3"3) this year, violence and vandal-"

- ism has. -caused major pmblems ‘at
. -the Croydon railway station with
_large objects left on tracks.

heading for Lilydale.
. *Billy” Rowe died after hmmg the

11.30pm on January 4.

/as dangerous

¢ Croydon will also be linked lo 5

The rcporT followed the déalh ofah_
enager ‘‘surfing” on top a tram e
 crime dropped 13.9 per cent across

Dorset Rd, Croydon, bndge at about‘
“Mr: Wilson said the PTC was

wi rk' g hard to dispel the myth that
1 "Iraveilmg espema}ly at. mght'

- ““This is a massive upgrade whxch

‘s a!ready showing beneﬁls in other

areas,” he said.

The Camberwell and Alamein
railway stations were upgraded in
April last vear and Mr Wilson' said
since then vandalism and anti-social
behavior had dropped markedly.

“We have been very pleased with

the results and we are sure that
Ringwood and Croydon railway sta

s The
Ringwood/Croydon
line has been
identified as a
trouble spot for
sometime but we're
doing our best to

- eradicate ann-soczal _

- behawviar:
L e— PTC spokesman Ray
Wilson

-nons w1!l heneﬁt too > he said.’

He said railway station-related

the metropolitan area last year.

- Ringwood police Semor-Sergeant'
Jeff Haines welcomed the Ringwood
“station upgrade and said the station
‘had been Ldentlﬁcd as'an area of

hlgh activity.

. are very few who come into pohce
‘notice.

“But l thmk the stauon upgrade
Cwill certamly“ Sen-S
Pohce reguiarly patrailcd the sla- i ‘

‘tion w:th help from transit polu,c he |
said.

“Vandalism and anti-social be-
havior has been going on for years at
various locations and Ringwood is
included in those area, but we have
to realise that some of the trouble is
the public’s perception of what is
happening,” Sen-Sgt Haines said.

“Quite often people will see a

- group of young people and automat-

ically think there’s a problem, whnch
is not always the case.

“While I do accept there is the
graffiti, anti-social behavior and:al-
cohol problems, the reality is every-
one who is at a railway station is not
a trouble-maker.” -

Police were well aware of the trou-

ble-makers, Sen-Sgt Haines said.

“And we keep our eye on them
he said.

Croydon Sen-Sgt Graham
Gooding said the Croydon railway
station was a nucleus for the busi-
ness and commuting public. =

“It’s a bit of a hub for trains and

‘buses and because there are such |

huge amounts of people coming
through the area, there c4n be some

“problems,” he said.

Police focused on the station Ebr'

“ that reason, he said and during the |
' past three months had. patrolled :t. :
394 times. i}
*Young people tended to. congre—*- ;
gate at the station but not all caused'-

trouble, Sen-Sgt Gooding said.

“For the vast majonty of young"‘

people who live in Croydon there

Goodmg s id.
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last each day. The premmm station pro-
gram is now complete on the Lilydale, -
Belgrave and Alamein rail lines. :
“Travellers now have a combined cus-
tomer service centre and waiting area that
provides a staff esence while passengers

by JAMIE DUNCAN

Ri\(:WOOD and Crovdon rdx! stations
;omed a new era in public transport last’
eek when they were officially opened as
‘premium stations by lransport Mm:ster_

executive Ian Hobbs said smaller stations
in the Ringwood area had not been For—
- gotten durmg the program.

audio links to a state-of-the-art. secur:ty
mommrmg room at ngwood station.

at night, security lights
; tum mght mlo day ha
‘also been installed. .

and c,lnsedvmrwn cam
stalled. . which htcrall)
The works at ngwood cost $380 000 :
~while at Croydon the 1mprovemems cost
$?35 000.
The two stations. along with 40 others
already completed under the program,
lti he staﬂed trom the ﬁrst tram to the

returning to pubhc trdnsport Mr Bmwn

the added secumy of the facilities we are eased 3.7 per cent in 1995-96. ¢
i have no doubt this wl_li

be the case here a

ions came following revelations reported

- don.” PubthranspoﬂCnrporat:on chief in the Marl early in i996 that local

He said those stations would be pmvxd- o
d with improved lighting: and videoand. . part of the prcmmm upgrade were

i smashed

__meng the reasons Melburmans Weref“_"Blii Welhngton

The launching of local premium sta-
; upgrades

railway stations were the target of
vandals. =
At Croydon - m Janudry automatic

glass doors installed at Croydon station as -

At th time, Croydon' stauon mas :
led for more police on

the Lilydale line to curb the mudcnce ofﬁ'r-"

Serain, and std‘uon vandallsm
Flgurcs re!eased !ast week showed pa-
tronage on Melbourne’s trains had in-.

iBiit. at Bublic. Transport Corporauon
spokesman said many security problems
would be solved by the premium station




RINGWOOD, Croydon
and Lilydale Railway Sta-
tions were officially
opened as Premium Sta-
tions by Transport Minis-
ter Alan Brown this week,
completing the State Gov-
ernment’s Lilydale line

Lilydale line goes premium

“As‘ Premium Sta-

tions, all three will be

staffed for all trains,
seven days a week. At
Ringwood, improve-
ments costing $380,000
have been carried out,
including installation of
16 closed-circuit televi-
sion cameras which
monitor both platforms,
station approaches and
the car park,” Mr Brown
said.

“Work totalling
$235,000 was carried out
at Croydon, with 12
closed-circuit cameras
covering the entire station
area,” he said.

Mr Brown said new
customer service centres,
combined with improved
waiting areas at all three
stations would mean
increased staff presence
while customers wait for
trains.

Brighter lighting has

TRAINING IN STYLE.... Transport

L.

Minister Alan Brown joined Ringwood

station masters David Sands and Stephan Neville for the official opening
of Ringwood Railway Station as a Premium Station this week.

also been installed at the
three stations, which have
in the past been the scene
of disturbances involving
groups of loitering
teenagers.

“The opening of these
stations brings to 11 the
number of Premium Sta-
tions along the Lilydale
and Belgrave lines. It’s
part of our program of
upgrading the busiest 61

suburban rail stations to
Premium status,” Mr
Brown said.

Ringwood is used by
6500 people each week-
day, placing it among the
10 busiest suburban sta-
tions, while Lilydale and
Croydon stations are used
by more than 2000 people
each weekday, putting
them in the top 40.

Mr Brown said other

stations along the Lilydale
line would also be
improved and refurbished
as part of a $51 million
upgrade program.

“At these stations,
closed-circuit television
cameras, bright lighting,
audio communication and
public address systems
will be installed and linked
to the Ringwood Premium
Station,” Mr Brown said.



