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Our Reference; 100/37/16/SD

2 June 2006

Mrs Marie Ricardo

4 Davey Drive
RINGWOOD EAST 3135

Dear Mrs Ricardo

RINGWOOD MEMORIAL CLOCKTOWER PARK.

Thank you for your submission regarding the proposed upgrade plans for the Ringwood Memorial
Clocktower Park.

In 2005, Council received a $150,000 grant from the State Government to undertake an upgrade of
the park, as Ringwood’s key icon and public space. The aim of the upgrade is to improve the
safety, aesthetics, function and symbolic nature of the site. These works are in accordance with
open space improvements highlighted as part of the Ringwood Transit City Program, with the plans

being developed in conjunction with designers of the planned station superblock redevelopment.

The draft plans have been developed in consultation with key stakeholders, council officers and
the community, and build on existing features of the park.

There are opportunities to present historical information within or adjacent to the park. The
proposed plans can accommodate information boards, however there is an upcoming opportunity
to display historic facts in a protected area, such as within an information centre facing the
Clocktower Park, proposed to be established in coming months. The Ringwood Historic Society
will continue to be involved, in the preparation of such information for public display.

Thank you again for your comments. Should you have any further queries, please contact me on
9298 4343.

Yours since^ly

- - 	

^hMlip Turner

Director Major Projects & Infrastructure

All Correspondence: I-*0 Box 15H, Ring^vood :^134 I)X:180()8 Ringwood Email: maroondalKfj'mai'oondah.vic.gov.iui Fax: {0:i) 9298 4:3-1;")
City Offices: BraesideAvenue, Ringwood Internet: ww\v.maroondah.vic.gov.au Telephone: 1300 88 22 33

Service Centres: Eastland Mai-oondah Highway, RingAvood Civic Square Civic Square, Croydon



4 Davey Drive

Ringwood East 3135

16“'May 2006

Major Projects Office
Maroondah City Council
POBox 15

Ringwood Vic 3134

Dear Sir,

re Ringwood Memorial Clocktower Park

I write to you regarding the Ringwood Memorial Clocktower Park and your notice in
the Journal.

I am the grand daughter of the pioneer Blood and Meyland families, orchardists in the
Ringwood and Ringwood East area for many years who used the Ringwood Coolstore
to store apples and pears.

1 enclose a photocopy of a panel that has been placed on the nature strip at Devon
Plaza, 958 Doncaster Road, Doncaster East to show people where tlie Coolstore once
stood. The panel is in colour but unfortunately I could only obtain a black and white
copy. This panel has been made vandal and graffiti safe.

Could a similar panel be placed in the Ringwood Memorial Clocktower Park, perhaps
in one corner to show people where our local coolstore once stood.

I do hope that this important part of Ringwood’s history can be incorporated in your
project.

Yours sincerely.

Marie Ricardo (Mrs)
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I^or over a centiiiy; Doncaster-i Teraplestowe was widely ■
regarded as one of the' oldest

and most successfid fruit growing
distriets in Victoria. The first

orchards were planted hi tlie 1850s.
By 1910. the land along V

Doncaster Road fi'om Manningham
Road to bevond Blackburn Road .

f one continuous
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oKbard- Doncaster East.

V)e OriJmdi^ts Cool Slord, huilt ih J9M on (he sile'oflife present Safeway saper/narkeL

The Orchai'dists Cool Stores,
built by a co-operative of local fruit reached its peak in the 1920s
groovers, Avere opened in 1914 and over 20,000 acres under orchard.

Apples .imd peiu’s were sold around
Australia aiid exported to Europe.

ThG}^ became ashowpiece, attracting . and DoncastenTemplesto^ve ■,

: also renowned for its liiscioiis and

Fruit production in the area mIp2S..
w’as V

orchai'd, growing mainly apples
pears and peaches.

Tlie ad\=ent of cold storage led ,: were the largest in Australia witli a
to the establishment of cooktores . ' cooling capacih' of 120,000 cases,
w^here orchardists could store and

regulate die packing and marketing visitors from interstate and overseas,
of their firuit almost year round.
Coolstores became local landmarks severelyby fire aild rebuilt, first in :
and meeting places for orchardists. 193“ (on Good FridiwO and in' 1948. doolstores were demolished in 1970. .-
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j, ■-
\

S'

?\« ●

I

A
f

i - ●*

.. The coolstores were damaged colourhil peaches. Fruit productioii r:

declined during the 1950s and the ;<«
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T^fe (president and Committee of the

(Doncaster Dast ^ifCage (Business dissociation Inc

Invite you to attend the haunch of the

(Doncaster (East Vi[[age fCeritage Dane[
On iCednesday C^ILugust 2003 at 2-3 0pm

(adjacent to Cravings Coffee Shop)

Jdfternoon lea wifhfohfow the haunch

rhe 0-Ceritage (paneC wasfunded under the (Doncaster Dast VdCage Structure <PCan

The TCeritage (PaneCdepicts the Doncaster (East Orchardists CooCstores huiCt in 1914

on the site where the Safeway store now stands.

Tde Sferitage (paneCfeatures historicaC andphotographic information on the site.

do Centre Co-ordinator %ge[e Way 98771901
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