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RINGWOOD NORTH—Fortnightly—Sunday, 4 p.m.

EASTER.

Christians and Jews alike hold festival at this period of the year.
Since the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans the Jews have made
the Passover to be a domestic festival, having no longer a city or a temple
as a centre of worship. In every Jewish home, during the feast, the door
is opened to admit the prophet Elijah, for whom a spare cup of wine is
is always set, as the forerunner of the Messiah. Thus they still wait for
the coming of both prophet and Saviour, for the Jew has failed to see
in Jesus the phrist. How pathetic is their prayer at the close of their
feast:: "O Mighty God, rebuild Thy House speedily, speedily even in our
days, rebuild it. 0 God, rebuild Thy Temple speedily." Before partaking
of the fourth cup of wine, their cry is, "Next year in Jerusalem!" They
no longer sacrifice a lamb, but roast a shank bone only. Paul the Apostle
calls upon the Christian Church to honour the Lord at this season. He
uses the Jewish Passover as an allegory to some extent. "Christ our
Passover is sacrificed for us, therefore Itet us keep the feast, not with the
old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the
unleavened bread of sincerity and truth." Thus at Easter we commemorate
the sacrifice and triumph of the Lamb of God, and from our hearts ifemove
all "leaven" or sinful thoughts and feelings, and with a pure heart
nourished by sincerity and truth we rejoice with God our Saviour. Our
Holy Communion at Easter should have a fuller m.eaning to us when we
remember that the Jews throughout the world are sending up a vain cry
for Elijah and Messiah, along with our joyful thanksgiving for that coming
long ago as Son of Mary, yet Son of God. Let not o.ur joy mock the sad
wail of Israel, but pray that our joy may be theirs too, and Jesus be their
King and Saviour- ILet us make this Easter a season of prayerful hope
that our Lord will win Israel back to the fold of Light and Love






