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Snipkins and Softleigh at
g Ringwood.

‘The case of Snipkins v. Softleigh,

in which Amelia Snipkins, of Pretence
avenue, Rinzwood, sued Augustus
Catharmole Vere de Vere Softleigh, of
Softleich court, gentleman, for alleg-
ed breach of promise, and claimed

damages to the extent of £14,301,

was decided last Monday night before

a4 crowded court, at the meeting of

the Ringwood literary and debating
socieby . Mr. H. Burchett, as Miss
Snipkins, was the centre and main-

| stay of the proceedings, and he took

his part so’ naturally and well that
doubts arose in more than one mind
a5 to whether the young lady was
“made up’’ or not. She looked suf-
ficiently charming to both call forth
rather envious criticisms from Some of
the young ladies present, and to make
the defendant feel soiry that he had

| een so hiind to her charms as to al-

Jow the case to come into court. A
frock coat (well filled), silk hat] gloves,
cane, and eye-glass were gll that were

| necessary for Mr.' L. Thomas to suc-

cessfully impersonate the
whose chief boast was the blue ‘blood
that ran in his veins, and the fact
that he could irace his ancestors back
to the times of the Saxons. My, A.
P. Greenwood, as IShenezer Snipkins,
mads an exzellent father, and 18 o
be « congratulated upon retaining his
vouthfulness and vigor in spite of the
Svorries and cares which go with a
family and a small income.
Thenezer Cromwell Abraham Snipkins

| (Mr. Arthar Aird) produced much mer-

riment by relating some of the things
he, the young brother of the plaintiff,
<aw when defendant used to call on
his sister. ‘Now then, my lad,”’ said
plaintiff’s counsel, in his most con-
fident tone, ‘‘What did you say when
Mr. Softleich asked what you would
do when he took your sister away ?”’

LT said T conld stand it if he could,”

| was
| st down suddenly

reply, and counsel

the prompt
Mr. S. Falconer,

| a8 Coastable Timberface. was undoubt-

odly the ‘‘wit?”’ of the case. He car-
lied out his part excellently, and was

! responsible for many highly appreciat-

od jokes. Mr. Racy Jomes (Mr. W.
Mciinley) gave evidence as a iriend
of the defendant. Mr. Briefless, K.(C.
My, Bast), appeared for the plaintiff,

Land  Mr. Graball, of Messrs. Grab;}u,

defendant,.

1 VR
and Squeezem (Mr. Tonkin) for the

Mr. Thomas occupied the
:vhile Mr. F. J. Clarke
of the

-'lefendz{nt]. )
iudicial chair, v
hrovel hi worth as foremaa
< ®

Jdamages was announced, the plaintiff
illzlll‘xilxlaiately swooned irto the a,g‘r%s of
her father and her counsel. tt' is
rumored that the, qonteugmg parties
! have since «made it up”’ agaim, as
| Gonstable Timberface reports having
| soen them travelling together on the
following morning, and gﬂthough he
~ould not catch the subject of con-
versation, he heard enough to satisfy
| him that they were (.:onsolmg each:
| other on the lack of time for break-

fast. yﬁpﬁ,{;r____(&/’/ foq.

The inaugura’ meeting of toe ssing-
| wood debating lociety \ ‘ae held on Mon-
|day in the Mechodist .choolroom, and
was well attended. The following office-
bearers were appointed :—President, Mr
L. Iast; vice-presidents, Messrs A.
Hocking and J. B. McAlpin ; secretary,
Mr H. Falconer ; treasurer, Mr P

ithie,
junr. ; committee, Mesdames Greenwood,
Hocking, Anderson, and Misses Green-
wood and F. Burchett. The business
was interpersed  with musical  items.
| Migs Leah Freedman excelled herself in
| the recitation, ¢t After, the Ba}l,” and
was recalled several times. Miss Ethel
| Greenwood sang ¢ Down the B.ui.'n " yery
' sweetly. Mr Loughnan delighted the
| members with gramaphone selections,
‘Phe next meeting will take the form of &

Mook Blestion. Rpertey 3e/%/2 7.
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years' time, and if England were in it,
as sho was sure to be, she would come
out on top in the same way as she
had in the late war,

On the whole the evening was really
a pleasant one, and enjoyed by all
present,

Mr., - Madden .ongratulated the |
speakers who had opened the debite. |
He then laid stress on the fact chat
the home where the wife knew' litile
about domestic duties was DOt likeiy
to be a bright and happy one.

Mr, Kvang said too many women
were employed in ‘e Federal Bank,
to . the detriment oi returned soldiers.
No woman who was getting ifrom_ £4
to £6 a week would think of marry-
ing a man who was cnly earning £4
10/- a week, kie was opposed to
women doing mel s WOrk.

Mrs, Greenwood said the reason so0

.many women were employed in banks

and factories was that they were beat-
ing the men, being more trustworthy
and reliable, Mis. Greenwood made
g0od points in her address. :

- Mr, Greenwood scored a point on
This adversary, who accused women of
trying to usurp the man’s domain, by
retorting, ‘“What about the man who
0ld pins and ribbons over the coun-
ter? Was that a man’s business?”

Mr. Parker said after so many fine
speeches he could not say much, but
he did not think it was right that
women should take the place of men.

Mr. Swan said girls wele given pret-
ecrence because tiey were paid less
than men, }

Misses PPorteous and Lade and Mrs.
Dawes also spoke.

Mpr. Mueller read a paper on the
“Domestic Problem” by E. T. Miles,
which will appear in our unext issue.
Mr. Miles’ paper realiy grappled with
the facts that have to be dealt
with in solving this difficult and in-
iricate problem, viz., “Woman’s true
spoere.” In dealing with the subject
he called “‘a spade a spade,” and not

2 rectangular implement, "I 2 /],V
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1 % ¥ out her duty in life vould do more for pi O_'bti.m_nid Ladies Propose? Ak
S A 2 " 11 th iuestion Was - nicely and tersely

)3 I/ Vv the good of society than all the women Landled by Miss Madden who con-
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ﬂw’ L ? N‘dw the reverend gentleman’s arguments. a buspel,” and ag Young women hag
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Mrs. Les. Steer read a very care-
fully prepared papsr, in which ghe
discussed the question from an acad-
emic standpoint, and contended that
women being highly gifted and ecul-
tured were competent to  fulfil the

Lo tight for theip living the same as
nien, tixey_ should be ailowed the same
Privilege: therefore, if they  thouglit
it 1 order to bring bashfu] Romeos
up to the scratceh, Young women sghould
have the right to DPropose, In olden

I . L oo )A' ’ highest positions in life, especially tinles these things were doue “under

’W 1/ g /Q/ g N Ttoratirgt Thay :.,.1(.‘110339. now they should take place

W A pr = o tended to elevate and ennoble auy .1l}81§0{)i)(§311.) lic - e "

,M’( 3,7 S—— calling on which they centered their TRy SRR Year Umforms?,
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‘[/, / ’N’tﬁ‘ Jjoy and happiness .nto lives t,ha',‘ \"‘"." shoud «pocar p brivate’ clothes: but

ﬁ“' _,,J""" 2ol sad and homes where domestic falicity &t public gaiherings the wiser c,ourse

&94" Y was unknown, The baper was '1 very tu pursue Was to have the Dbolice in

cn[»“‘ fine literary broduction, and veflected uniform, avhere their Broséuce -acted

}W much credit on its author; but .t vag as a detcrront, and was an important |

f(v" / too Utopian in tone (o cope with the factor in laintaining order, I
= trials and troubles of every-day life. “Can Wrong Actions be Justified |

".IJ-IE DEBATING SOCIETY. (B
sThere was a large attendance - at
the meeting on Monday night. The
subject debated was: “Are home duties
sthe most usefui work for women ?”’
The Rev. Mr, Alstin. opened the de-
bate, and in his preuminary _remarks
stated that he would like 1t to be un-
derstood that when he mentioned the
home he did not mean to convey the
idea that woman’s chief object in life
Was (o be confined to ‘““‘washing pots
and pans and scrubbing floors.” He
drew & picture of home ‘life, in which
the woman should reign as queen,
She should be the charm and center
of all home happiness, which should
shed its influence far and wide. She
Was never intended to dowinate over
man Dby usurping his place in the
Worid’s activities. It was in the home
ciicie that her power and influence for
800d should be exerted. It was her
special function to make the home
bright and happy by making it truly
2 home where iove leigned supreme.
Her delight should be found in in-
stilling into the minds of her children
high and noble ideals, and in making
them feel that they had an object in
life, which was to dispel gloom, create
in its place the spirit of emulation,
and siied a halo of gladness in the cirele
in which they moved, When women
forsook the home and entered the
various professions, they lost that
srace and dignity which has ever been
the distinguishing characteristic of
the woman who made her home, with
all its altractions, the cemter of her
life. They had numbers of instances
Which unmistakably proved that the
Women who went in for Dprofessional
life were not a suceess, For instance,
the lady barrvisters had to spend their
time in law offices, as men would not
brief them. Women doctors were in
the same category; even women pre-
ferred to employ male doctors: while
the women politicians could hardly e
classed as a succsss, There were
other realms in  which women could
shine, They could excel as nurses and

teachers, which associations seemed a

part of their nature, and was closely
associated with the work of the home.
In a word, the woman who carried

/9 2 2

Mr, Wakeman said he did not think
either of the speakers had thrown
much light on the subject, They did
not tell them why so many girls pre-
ferred the factory life to the domes-
tic calling. When a man got married
he wanted a wife who could make his
home happy, and attend to his wants.

Mr. Clark said it was he who had
first suggested the subject of debate.
He then went on :0 prove that the
“woman who rocked the cradle ruled
the world.” All the civic and domes-

tic duties were included in that phrase,

Outside the home women could exert
a wise and beneficent influence, and
it was their especial duty to refime
and elevate society,

RINGW 90D DESATING SOCIETY,
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The asual Weekly meetitg of the
Louve Was held in e Mechanics' on
Monday night. 'There was a good at-
lendance cf members, Mr. S. Gill,
plesident, occupied the chair,

A pleasant i1nnovation was intro-
duced, and itg discussion caused much
Interest, as wei; as merriment, It
was  “Impromplu Speaking,”’ The
dduiie 01 tue subject was placed in a
hat, snd when it wag drawn the name
UL tue person who had to speak on it
Was drawn dut of another hat, hence
tile person who had to speak was
“BeI unawares, and had to do the
best he could with the difficult task
set fiim, !

The following are the prineipal
qacstions dealt with;—

“Has property increased in value
since the railway line was electrified
to Riugwood?” This fell to the lot
of Nr. Oates, who was only allowed
five minates to speak:. He contended
that property had riscn immensely
sauce the line was electrified, and
that it was stil] going up. The sur-
roundings of Hingwood, in addition to
its salubrious and invigorating atmos-
bhere, acted as a magnet, and tended
to draw people from the city, All
that was wanted was better and faster
Lains, and this they had now that
‘e line was electrified. Ringwood
with its eleciric line was destined to
become the queen suburh of the east,
and as it advauced population would
increase, and prices for fresholds
would soar higher and higher. It
would only be a little while before
they would have a town hall, and a
borough of their own,

in Helping Good Cause?” This
question fell tg the lot of My, A, V.
v;’-l'ern)'cood, who argued that no good
cause could e bolstereq up by resort-
Ing to ways that Were questionable;
Lbut when the life of the nation was at
stake the best and wisest means should”
be adopted to gain the end in view.
“Should Military ‘Training pe Ahol-
ished?” Master Madden dealt with
this question, and in doing so said he
Was of opinion that it should, and
Zaly the voluntary system adopted,
~ “Free Trade,” Mr., A. E. Clarke
- speaking on thig subject said he
considered free trade wag of great ad-
vintige to mpgst countries, especially
Lo Australia. He contended that many

li‘lings could be made cheaper -in
England ang America than in Aus-
tralija, .

. “Have Women a. Right to Interfere
I the Milk Combine?” Miss Valeria.
{30l'gel'_sali(1 they had a perfect right to
@0 50, and also to take part in any
Cther domestic question which aftfect-
ed them, Ip éndeavoring to reduce
the price of milk, they were engaged
M a most laudable undertaking, as
U}ey Were ministering to the wants
of young children as wei] as the poor-
€T sections of the community,

“Is Marriage a Failure The Rev, ; .
Wesley Johng dealt witp this lnuch-//?’
Yexed question in manner {hat /23
sh'owed he wag thoroughly conversant
With it, € Wag also very humorous
in .his remarks, which Dleased the
andience, Hig main contention was
that in many cages marriage wag a
l_»:n,ssing. but in Others, alag, it was a
failure,

“*Shoulq Bachelors pe Taxed?” Dr,
Langley in dealing With this question
argued foreibly that bacheloyg should
l.)e. taxed up to the hilt, It was not
fair that married mep should haye t
reSpongibility whij
mep had little or no zarc, ::ﬁd swi};lge];
stl'l{ies occurred bachelorg had little
to fear, They should e taxed to
help to Provide the general reyvenye

“Is \}’ar Justifiahie on Mu, Wa'ke-
man said if they wanted to put an
e}ul to war then they mugt stop the
gﬂrowth of militarism, Sometimes war
\‘\as neyessary in crder tq get rid of
L?r» Uilldesirables: in fact, there was
W ar evg tywhere—if pot With dangerous
u‘nplemeuts, then with the tongue,
.here .had been warg from time im-
memorial, ang they woulq continue to
ttlhe end of the chapter, He thought
there wonig he sanathap hio way jpn 20
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MEN PREACH, 7€

_&TER PARLIAMENT?”

This was the interesting subject

that was debated at the meeting of’

the Ringwood Debating Society on
Monday evening, when it was dealt
with by two of the jady members—
Misses Lade and Porteous. The fol-
lowing are the essays which they
read, and hoth will well repay perusal.
CPho first is by Miss Lade.

It gives me great pleasure to alfirm
that women should propose, should
preach, and become members of Par-
liament,

1t is my intention to deal dirst with
preaching and parliament, and propos-
ing, which is of the least importance,
can be left till the last. .

The opinion is held by the major-
ity of people that the home is woman’s
natural sphere. In this I quite agree,
but if she has the ability and leisure
(o take an active part in public af-
fairs, there is no reason why she
should not do so. But to-night I wish
to speak more particularly of the
women who have no home ties, and
who form quite a large percentage of
Australia’s population.  They must
have some outlet for their energies,
and, unlike a mal, who is content with
a hobby, they feel it their duty to be
of some definite use in the world, and {
to make their influence felt. Through
what better medium can this be ac-
complished than that of the Church
and ‘Parliament? Women as a whole
are not as stroug physically as men,
but are- endowed with equal brain
power; therefore, in any walk in life
where brain more than physical
strength is required, there is 19 reas-
on why they should mot enter iuto
competition with the sterner sex. It
iz a recognised fact that.wen@a are
more religious than men. IR
st own by the preponderance of aomen
at any place of worship, and by the
active part they take in any Christian
cffort. The learned theologian is not
necesgarily the most efficient pi‘each~
er. Women, by their
knowledge of human nature, may bhe
more influential than men, with their
hard, cold logic. DMoreover, women’s
preaching ig practical audl consistent,
and these qualities carry more weight
than iwuch oratory. In Parliament,
with theiv ability of seeing all round
a question, where a man can see only
tne side, they would be invaluable in
the framing of laws, especially those
concerning hetter housing, care of chil-
dren, and all matters pertaining to
domestic life. For instance, to give
o homely illustration, would we be
paying 2/5 per 1b. for butter, when
+ | same Australian butter can be
) t in England for 1/11 per b, st

"\;0\\%\ o had a say in the matter The
N@x
y .-,\\\'\
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There must be something radically

/
wrong when we have to pay such’
prices for things we produce in our

own country in such large quantities.
These matters concern wolen vitally,
1t is clearly shown, by the forming
of so many organisalions, clubs and

societies, that women are fast coming®

into their own, and will make their

influence felt throughout the commun-

ity al large. B |
I would like just here to quote from |
e Italian Prime Minister’s speech of!
welcgme to the International Women’sf
Suffrage Alliance held recently at
Rome, including 43 nations, including
Australia. He said, “So far as I am|
concerned, I feel authorised to declare
that the Fasciti Government, if thae
unforseen does not happen, can vouch |
that it will grant the several classes
of women the right to vote, pheginning
with the municipal elections, and fol
lowing with the political elections. By
proceeding in stages no disastrous.
effeets will ensue, such as are predict-
ed by some pessimists. On the con-
trary, very probably it will have hene-
ficial consequences, because the women
will bring into exercise with the new’
right their {undamental qualities of
foresight, balance and wisdom.” The

: president (Mrs, Carrie Chapman Catt)

thanked the Government and people of
Italy for the welcome. “Qur congress,”
she said, “repreéents a step forward
in the world movement among women
which demands the repeal of anti-
quated so called wmen's laws and
customs, and the substitution of the
fact that a woman is a bhuman being.
Our congress represents the women Of
43 out of 60 nations in the world.
We have delegates from 28 nations,
whosge women are voters on equal
terms with men. Among them are
‘members of Parliament, and council-
lors in great cities. The delegates
who are still pleading lor the fran-
chise represent 15 nations only. The
majority of us are enfranchised, and
form part of the collective rulers of
the nations. We stand for educated
men and women, for gchools for ull
children; for work and good wages, {or
hetter homes, and for the more tender
and scientific care of children, In
Australia all of the women have the
vote, Of all continents South Arerica
is the only one where no woman 10.€8,
yel it is the continent of republics.
Our suffrage movement has givdled tle
eartll, We are an army; put our only
weapon is an appeal for justice.”

women do not want to get into
Farliament, as some might think, be-
cause it is a soft job, and a nice little,
they will be of some use,
or-

salary, but
and it goes without saying, some
rament, too.

With regard to the question, shoul

women propose, the time geems hardly
ripe, although, considering the progress °

At 3 4 tions there, and

in business and

will come when

women have made
professions, the time

they feel themselves qualified to take
(he initiative in proposals of mar-
viage. I never heard of one who did
{ vropose, and have read of only one.
She was a new woman—a Very new

woman—and by profession an estate
agent; after she had proposed and
| been refused, she didn’t feel quite so
new. This'I would like to say to the
credit of the man in the story, he was
a sport and didn’t tell.

res

The ‘.\{cgati\'e——By Miss PPorteouns.

Should Women Propose?—I1 don't
hnow whether this means should the
present order be reversed and women
propose instead of 1nen, Or should
women propose as well as men. If
the former, it would complicate mat-
ters very much for the men, as a few
tavored ones—the best looking and the
wealthies would receive hundreds cf
proposals, while the majority would
not receive any, and there would he
fewer marrigges. 1In any case. it would
be a mosi undignilied proceeding., No
sclf-respecting woman, no matter how
much she admired a man, could ask
Lim to let her share his worldly goods.
There might be chaos in some cOm-
munities, wild, excited females rush-
ing hither and thither in search of
prey, while all the eligible men, seeing
the light of conquest in the eye of
every single woman ol “their acquain-
tance, would carefully avoid her for
fear she should “‘pop the question.”
The youwlg man of to-day thinks he is
bestowing a tremendous favor wWhen
he asks a girl to marry him—how in-
sufferably condescending would he be
if she proposed to him One can imag-
ine a young lady saying to the young
man of her choice, “Will you he mine? "’
T wonder if he would blush and “say,
¢ Well—er—this is rather sudden,” and
ihen ask for a week to think it over,
or perhaps refer her to his ma,

Should Women .Preach? —— [veiy
woman has a perfect right to express
her opinion on any matter, but when
it comes to occupying the pulpit, or
speaking from a public platiorm, she
is out of place to say the least, There
are some occupations which are essen-
tially masculine, just as some are es-
sentially feminine, Men and womer
are constituted so differently, both in
physique and temperament, and had
God or nature intended wowan to do
the masculine work of preaching, she
would have been provided with the
necessaly equipment; she would cer-
tainly have had a speaking voice whicl
could be heard further than the frout
seats of a large building. In these
days when there is such a craze among
women for taking up men’s vocations,

it there are lew candidates for manual

labor such asg farm or orchard work,
Wonian realizes her physical limita-
though, by even a
wide stretch of imagination preaching
can searcely termed “manual” labor,

===
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- not the case at present.
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Thetre was 4 large attendance at the
meeting of the above scciety held in
-the - Mechanics’ on Monday evening.
Mr. S. Gill presided.

The subject debated, was, “Is it
advikable to have a modern hotel with-
in the vicinity of Ringwood station?”
As everyole seems more or less in-

. terested in the drink question, and as

most people are pretty well informed
on this subject, much interest was
taken in the debate, especially by the
ladies present. The affirmative was
taken by Mr. F, Swann, and the nega-
tive by Mr. A. Oates.

Mr. Swann said as be had very busy
during the week he had little or mo
time to prepare his addiess; but he
did ust think he would experience any
diffienity in proving that it would by
Dot adventageous and beneficial to
Ringwood to have a modern hotel
erected where ample accommodation
colid, and wouid, be provided for all
sections of the community, which was
He contend-
ed that all sensible people, who wére
not prejudiced in their views and saw
eéverything through jaundiced spep
tacles, would admit the wisdom of
siich a convenience as a modern hos-
treh'y being erected in Ringwood. He
instanced the case of Croydon, where
Some 2§ houses had been erected last
year than were pnt up in Ringwood,
and that was doubtless owiug to the
fact that there wag in that town a
fine, up to date hostelry, where
pecple could get ample accommaoda-
ticn. A good hotel conducted on
modern principles added prestige and
dignity to any town, e contended
that de-licensed houses and restau-
rants could not provide the comforts
and demestic accommodation equal to
that of a licensed victualler who was
continually attending to the wants of
hiis patrons, and in seeing that the
appointments of his hotel were in ac-
cordance with the latest inventions
and architectural designs. Thege
things could not he provided by the
ordinary bearding house, He instanced
the case in Sydney where a temper-
ance boarding house was established,
and it had all the power of the pro-
hibiticnists behind it, yet, notwith-
standing all that help the venture
turned out an arrant failure, and -even-
tually the building passed into the
hands of moderate men. Coming to
the ipractical side of his contention,
be did not .see why honest, working
men, after a hard day's work, should
have to walk three-quarters of a mile
to get a drink. Beer did not do a man
as much harm asethe drinking of iced
drinks and the inordinate consump-
ton of tea, Ir

-y

1 cold weather, too, men

Aght stimulant to 1cee1) out

. _ a@, It did not [ollow that be-
cause an up=to-date and well conduct-
€d hotel were erécted in Ringwood
that it would increase drunkenness or

be the resort of tipsters, as the law |

the
in

as now pdministered compelled
licensce to conduct his business
such a manner that it _could not be-
come a menace to society. On the
other hand, it would tend to increase
employment, as sufficient hands must
be engaged to conduct the husiness on
lines that would meet with public _
support and approval. They should

| ever remember that the man o got

adrunk was the excéption, and nct the
rule, They had only to go to Turkey
to see the effect caused by the ban-
ishment of the sale of all liquor, and
contrast the. Mohammedan with the
polish and refincment of the Anglo-
Saxon race, and then draw their con-
clusions.

Mr., Oates replied. While he agreeil
that they should have the best -of ac-
commodation that could be provided,
he contended that it could be obtained
at temperance houses equally ag well,
and perhaps better, than in the hotels,
Those who had run the coffee palace
at Ringwood in the past onteetotal
lines had made it a success. He men-
tioned that at Ararat there was a
temperance boarding house which was
preferred by visitors to any one of
the seven hotels in that towan. His
opponent had said it was the bar
trade that_made the hotel a Ssuccess
and enabled them to give the (alleged)
better meals. ~This was owing to the
immense profit derived from the sale
of alcoholic liquors. He would like
to tell them if he had a hotel and
were allowed to sell opium he could

.afford to give them board and lodg-

ing for nothing—so great was the
profit he would derive from the sale
of the drug. Alecohol Was"not a ne-
cessity, ag thousands could testify.
If they ‘had a hotel near the station
the drunks would be sleéping in the
railway calviages at nigkt. Seventy-
five per cent. of crime was directly
due to drinik. It tended: to degrade.
and was preductive of dis_ease; 80
mich so that medical men were veto-
ing it from. the hospitals. Ile was
wholly and soully againgt the liguor
traffic, and if he had his way he would
catirely wipe it out.  Irom an econ-
omic point of view it was also a great
hindrance, as money Wwas spent on
liquor ‘which should go to provide the
necessaries and comforts of life.

Mr. Walkeham gzaid thete were about
2000 inhabitants in Ringwood at the
present time, and as the town was
increaging ha considered that a meoed-
crn oand up-to-date 'hotel, conducted

would be &

There may .|
e place who |
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to conduct
commcrcial
zo to board-
gave' hotels

O oo LD
ssset to Ringwood.
asse e
r five people in 15
the fence,
knew how
rule

great
he four €
would ‘g0
syeat majority

over

e Aaia)
themsalves. =48 i
travellers did-not care o
. i 7S
ing houses, and always

the preference.

‘ Mr. Parker said a good hotel would
‘he a benefit to the town, owing to

the fact that at present they could
not get the dccommodation here that
‘ravellers and others required. They
could get better service in Croydon
and Iiilydale. i
was a great temperance man,

. Miss” Madden said the seven hotels
named by Mr.® Oates in Ararat were
always free of typhoid, While‘every
year this dreaded disease was ram-

DAL at  the temperance boarding
house,

He said this though he |

Mr. Madden twitted. Mr., Oates with. |

Ut knowing his Bible, and that the
gi‘(fi:’f.t Teacher in the first miracle he
Drcrtcrmed turned the water into wine.
He instanced the failure of tsmper-
ice hotels to make them pay, and
Slated that in towns wheére tha& Lad
{Jgen eslablished they had proved a
failure,

Mr. Greenwood said the ‘wine in the
C4SL ‘was - different to the fermented
Wine sold in hotels, He was sure the
Sxtcat Teacher hagd never made the
Wihe which was g .curse to mankind.
The reason why hotels paid was be-
Cause a certain class went there in-
.s:tead Of going home, He had no time
for the drink, and wag sure men would
ot suffer much harm from drinking |
overmuch tea, ;

The two chief speakers having re-
plied, the chairman closed the meet-
Ing by thanking them for their at-

tfandar'lce, and hoped they had enjoyed
the discussion, .



&.—;___g‘!'——w

“f:  rinawooD.
“FUN IHE BRIS

ON THE BRISTOL.”

On 'i‘hursday evening the annual

entertainment in aid of St. Mary's .

Church was held in the Mechanics’
Institute, Despite the inclemency of:
the weather and the muddy slate of
the roads, there was a large attend-
ance. The piece selected for the oc-
casion was the laughable farce, “Fun
on the DBristol,” interspersed with a
musical pregram, All the characters
were well sustained. Mr, J. Muldown-
ey, who took the part of the Widow
*O’'Brien, with his rich Irish brogue and
witticisms wag the mainstay,” and
highly pleased the audience with the
way he interpreted the character. As
the piece is full of many embarrassing
situations, the solution of the perplex-
ities which embarrased the actors
caught on with the audience, who de-
monstrated their approval in rapturous
applause, The singing of Miss Doris

Hunter in the musical part formed an -

excellent feature, ag did the duet ‘‘All
Over Nothing at all;”” by Miss Edna
and Master Will' Luscombe. Baby
Thelma Luscombe for her singing and
dancing was highly applauded. The
performance throughout was creditable
to the performers, and pleasing to the
spectators,

s

: At the meeting of tne local Debat-
ing Society on Monday, Mr, I-faward,
M.A., gave an address on “Marriage
fmd Divgrce.” In his opening remarks
he tr-ced in a cursory manner how

#Cir Mechaula-s’

mearriages were effected almost from
time immemorial up o the present.
In reviewing the marriage ceremony
he entirely disagreed with the
woman heing forced to say she would
“ob_ey." She had mo more right to
take this vow than the wan had, and
it should be eliminated from the mar-
riage ceremony. In ‘iealing with di-
vorce he considered it was only right
and just that when couples were un-
suited to each other they should have
the privilege of dissolving the mar-
riage tie; especially should this be the
case were the nuptia] vow violated by.
either party. In the debate that en-
sued the lecturer was tersely answered
by those who digsented from his views,
especially regarding divorce. They
contended that the marriage tie could
not he dissolved, and guoted seripture
in support of their coutentions. The
debate was a gpirvited one, and well
conducted hy all who {ook part in if.
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DEBATING SCCIETY.

There \\‘za a large attendance at the
e aboye society held in
on- Monday evening.

iecting of

Alr.-S. Gill presided.

The subject debated was, “Is it
'thgable to have & modern hotel with-
in the vicinity ol Ringwood station?’’
As everyoue Sseems more OT less in-
terested in the drink quesmon, and as
most people are pretty well informed
on th’s subject, much interest was

ken in the debate, especially by the
The affirmative was
and the nega-

1;uhea present.
taken by Mr. I'. Swann,
tive by Mr. A. Qates.
air, Swann said as he nad very busy
during the week he had little or uo
{ime to prepare his address; but he
aid not think he would experience any
difticuity in proving that it would ba
botin advanlageous and beneficial to
Ringwood to have & modern hotel
where ample accommodation
could, and pould, be provided for all
sections of the compiunity, which was
not the case at present. He (om»nd—
od that ail seusible peoble, who wére
not prejudiced in’ their views and saw
everything through jaundiced spec
tacles, would admit the wisdom of
such a counvenience as & inodern hos-
telry heing erected in Ringwood. He
mst'mcrd the case of Croydon, where
scme 26 houses had been orected last
year than were put up in Ringwood,
and that wus doubuless owing to the

erecied

fact that .there was in that town a
fine, up to date hostelry, where
peaple could get ample accommoda-

tion. A good hotel conducted on
modern priuciples added prestige and
dignity to any towu. He contended
that de-licensed houscs and restau-
rants could not provide the coinforis
and domestic accommodation equal to
that of a licensed victualier who was
continually attending to the wants of
tiis patbons, and in seeing that the
appointments of his hotel were in ac-
cordance with the latest inventions
and mchiteuural designs. These
things could not he provided by the
ordinary boarding house, He instanced
the case in Sydney where a temper-
ance bomdiug'house was established,
and it had all the power of the pro-
hibitlonists behind it, yet, notwith-
standing "all * that help the venture
turned out an arrant failure, and even-
tually the building passed into the
hands of moderate men., Coming to

the practical side of his contention, -

he did not see why honest, working
men, after a hard day's work, should
have to walk three-quarters of a mile
to get a drink. Beer did not do a man
as much harm as the drinking of iceq
drinks and the inordinate consumy.-
tion of tea. In cold weather, £00, men

ceded a slight stimulant to Keep out

L cold. It did not follow that he-

Las ‘new

FanTupsto-daterand well conduct-
) ¢ ,utel were erected in Ringwood
{hat it would increase drunkenness.or
be the resort of tipsters, as the law
administered ‘compelled the
licensce to conduct his Dbusiness in
such a manmner that it could not be-
come a menace to society. On the
other hand, it would tend to increase
employment, as sufficient hands must
be engaged to conduct the business on
lines that- would meet with public
support and approval. 'I'hey should
ever remember that the man Wwho got |
drunk was the exception, and not the
rule. They had only to go to Turkey .
to see the effect caused by tie ban- -
ishment of the sale of all liguor, and
contrast the Mohammedan with the

- .polish and refinement of the Anglo-

Saxon race, and then draw their con-
clusions. ;

. Oates.replied. While he agreed
that they should have the best of ac-
commodation that could be provided,
he contended that it could be obtained
at temperance houses equally as well,
and perhaps better, than in the hotels,
Those who had run the coffee palace
at ngwood in the past on teetoml
lines had made it a success. He men-
tioned {hat at Arvarat there was a
temperance boarding house which was
preferred by visitors to any one of
the seven -hotels in that town. His
opponent had satd it was the bar
trade that made the hetel a suUCCeSS
and enzbled them to give the (allesed)
hetter meals, Thig=was owing to the
immense profit derived from the sale
of alcoholic hquors He would like
to tell them if he had a hotel and

vere allowed to sell opium he could
afford to give them bhoard and lodg-
ing for nothing—-so0 great was ‘the
profit he would derive from the sale
_of the drug. Alcohol was not a Rne-
cessily, as thousands could testify.
If they haa a hotel near the station
the drunks would be sleeping in the

allway “'1‘11.1'79:, ot Rizke & Seventy-
f1ve per cent, of crime was directly
due to drink. It tended to degrade,
wns productive of disease; so
much so that medical men were veto-
ifeas ‘from  the hosgpitals.
wholly and soully againgt

andl .

e was
the liquor

straftic, and if he had his way he would

catively wipe it out, From an econ-
omic peint of view it was also a great
hindrance, as mouey was spent on
liguor which should go to provide the
ne('cwsal‘ks and comforts of life,

Mr, Wakeham gaid there wore aihout
2000 inhabitants in Ringwood at' the
present time, and as the town was
increasing he considered that a mod-
ern and up-to-date 'hotel, conducted
as it. would have to be, would be a
gx‘saqt asset to Ringwood. There may

l‘o‘lr or five people in the placo wh6

ould “‘go over the fence,” but the
great-majority knew how top conduet
themselvez,  As a 1fula «wommercial
travellers did not care {o @o to board-
ing houses, and always g'wo Lotels
the preference.
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there are almost as great limitations
for her- here. All her intellectual
ability is wasted, and her words of
no eL‘fect,‘
necessary to give force and power to
their utterance. In spite of her in-
abilily to make an efficient preacher,’
I have no doubt that if the churches
‘were to employ one or two attractive
lady curates there would then be no
need to ask the question, “Why don't
men go to church?”

Should Women go inte Parliame:nt?
—It is difficult to reply to this with-
out appearing to he somewhat incon-
sistent, There are numbers of really

if she lacks the qualities .

CTp

et T - e e

Df ‘her the poet could write (he

frouli'nt now):i—

1 o

“Woman’s warm heart and geafle
hand, in God’'s eternal plan,

Were formed to soften, soothe, re- |

fine, exalt and «,om,fmt maan,
And rule him as the angels rule,
by deeds of peace and love.”

At the same time, she was au absolute
poncntity in worldly affairs. Her
opinion (if she dared to offer it) was
of no account; and it was certamly
time she woke up and asserted hersaif,

intellectual, capable women of strong (0 demand more liberty of thought and

personality, and possibly some of them
may be specially gifted with powers for
public speaking, These may be termed '
the exceptions; but even they are not
justified in following a public career
if in so doing they neglect home duties. .

Frequently the type of woman we find

in the public world is one who is tired
of housework and the dulness of home
life, and who wishes to appear in the

 limelight; she therefore adopts a pet

LT

scheme, and goes forth to proclaim it;
her husband (if she has one) is usu-
ally henpecked, and sits at home mend-
ing his socks, or, it he has any spirit
at all, he runs away with someone
else while his wife is at the meetings.
Here, too, we have the difficulty cf |
temperament. Women as a rule are

not so thick-skinned as men—they are
far more sensitive, Some men can be
deadly enemies politically, and yet.
remain quite friendIy1m private lifo;
but T doubt if many _women would act
in the same way. Their digpositions
are different, and in the turmoil of
parliamentary life there would he much
strife and bitterness of spirit for the

!

preech;
scending too far,
places herself on an equality with rann,
S0 -surely
his regard, and she cannot expact the
3<:onside1'atiou due to her as a woman.

Nearly all
speke on the subject
with
views
the two
unanimous that the essays were de-
}‘serving of the highest praise
[lucid way in
handled from their
tof view,
lwell-deserved vote of thanks.

The
pleasure
these meetings,
'u.'c not Detter appreciated,

is in danger of de-
for as surely as she

hut she

will she lose her status in

the members pregent
some agreeitg
and others differing from the
and conclusions arrived at by
leading debaters, but all were

for the
the subject was
respective points
accorded a

which

and they were
members of the club derive

and profit from attending
and it is a pity they
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woinen. I have already mentionad ex- Fodkdtm i ;,r.l-g:uttendance at

ceptions, As examples take the two ¢ e ‘w ‘11eét1ug of the above
iy [ L 1

lady politiciang in England—Lady G g oL,

Astor and Mrs, Winteringham, They
have certainly worked great reforms,
and no doubt women of this type can
do much in Parliament in the inter-
ests of women and children, etc. But
let the ordinary woman be content to
remain comparatively in the back-
ground of politics—certainly not as an
onlooker, hut rather as a prompter to
the man on the stage, taking an in-
telligent interest in the proceedings,
and using her influence to uphold the
honor and integrity of our country.
There is ample scope for women to
use their intellect and energy in work
amongst their own sex. Half the
women who vote at electiong do so in
utter ignorance of the principles for
which they are voting, It is the duty
of their more enlightened sisters to
educate them in politics, so that they
may use their own judgment, and not
merely do as they are told. In the
olden days of chivalry, woman, in the
imagination of man, was placed on 4
kind of pedestal: she was supposed tq
he a being endowed with many vyip.
tues, and to whom men Daid hoama -

soclety on hionday ecvening, the prlljn-
cipal feature being the large numper
ol ladics who wele present. Th}s
geems to be the ocnly institution m.
liingwood which has any attraction
for the ladies, a fair pumber of wiom
every meeting—and
p interest in the de:
4 e
Jdealt with at the meet-
y mght was ong, if it
dooinsday, would
thrown omn it

are present at
they evince dee
bates.

The stubject
ing on Monda
were debated uuul. s

d 'y little ligh
lli:;gnt\llel:el‘e conjecture, It. Yd“.ﬁ‘alsu
a subject that was vely dmmutit(.)
handle, and great care hud to be exer-
cised so that nothing would be. said
that would or could be construed into
4 reflection upon the Uxtm)LEO\ f.\, 18l
of those present, M. A. V. Green-
wood undertook tie difficult tasik oL
pioving that A rich man could noL
enter into the singuold of Heaven,
His main contention was that tpe
possession of piches, owing to the fa-
cilities and opportunities they afford-

ed the DOssessor 1o gratily his tastes

and desires and the craviug they
created for the e\elcme of despotic
bower, which invariably mani-
fested in the oppression of the weal
and poor in order to augment his
riches, made a man unfit to enter the
Kingdom of Heaven. He instanced
the case of powerful money muagnates
who had gained a monopoly in the
barticular industry in which they had
devoted their cnergies, fleecing the
bublic by the inordinate prices which
they fixed for their wares, He said
tie greatl Teacher had plainly toid: in
his parabies that rich men cotld oot
euter the Kingdom, and quoted in
supporf. el his argument the parable
of Dives and Lazarus. The answer
given to Dives was, “Remember that
thou in thy lifetimme had good things
and Lazarus evil things, but now he
is comforted and thou art tormented.””
This tended .avmistakably
that rich men i.:d no place in the
. Kingdom of HWeaven., The 'creutiou
of wealth tended to impoverish the
mind, and as a natural colnsequence
evil was the 1'esu1t and mo evil-mind-
ed or wicked

wWas

Lo prove

aan could enter the
Kingdom of Heaven,
Mr. Madden replied to My, Gleeu-

wood, and in Joing s0 showed thaf
all the conclusions arrived at by his
opponent were not only inaccurate
and illogical, but were opposed to all
‘the canons of commonsense, justice
and equity; and opposed to the teach-
ing and examples mentioned i the
3ible:. To argue that a man because
hé - yag rich was to be doomed to

¢nal perdition wag monstrous, The

)01 man could he just as vain, proud
and ‘N{a% the/ Tich man. He in-
. stanced the cases of Abraham, Joseph
and other old testament worthies who
were remarkable for their wealth and
the power they exercised, as being
noble examples of rich men who were
now in Heaven, as a complete refuta-
tion of the thesis set up by Mr.
Greenwood—that no rich man could
enter there,

Several other members present alsy
spoke to the subject; including Miss
Madden, who said Mr. Greenwood had
misread the paésa,ges of Scripture he
Lad quoted, and omitted to state that
it was the LOVE of money and not
the coin itself, that was stated, to be
the root of evil. She contended that
a rich man could be as kind, gentle,

and as loving ‘a <haracter as any pesr

man,

7202,
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lurge attendance at
-neeting of the above
s’uuaty on honday evening, the prin-
cipal feature being the large mumber
who wele L')cesent. This
seems to be the c¢nly institution in
Ringwood which has any attraction
ior the ladies, a rair nuinber of whom
are present at every meeting—and
they evince deep interest in the de-
bates. . ) _,‘,‘,‘4
The subject Jdealt with at the meet-
ing on Monday night was oue, ii it
were debated uutil doomsday, would
have very little light (hrown on it
beyond mere conjecture. It was also
& subject that was very difficuit to
liandle, and great care had to be exer-
cised so that nothing would be- said
tnat would or could be construed into
a reflection upon the oithodox teiets
ol those present. Mr. A. V. Green-
wood undertook the difficult task of
proving that “A rich man could not
enter into the «Lmgdom of Heaven.”
His main contentwuk was that the
possession of riches, owing to the fa-
cilities and opportunities they afford-
ed\ the possessor (o gratify his tastes
and desires and the - craviug they
created for the exercise of despotic
power, which was invariably mani-
fested 1n the oppression qt’ the weals
and poor in order  to_ augmeni his
riches, made a man unfit to enter the
Kingldom of Ildeaven. He instanced
the case of‘powerl’ul money magnates
who had gained & monopoly in the.
particular industry in which they had
devoted their ~nergies, fleecing the
public by the inordinate prices which
they fixed for their wares.
tiie great Teacher had plainly told in

i'here was

montily

o
the

oL ladics

e said

hig” parvables that rich men could not |

enter the HBingdom, and guoted
support. of his arguwent the parable
of  Dives and Lazarus. The answer
given to Dives was, “Remember that
thou in thy lifetime had good things
and Lazarus evil things, but now he
is comforted and thou art tormented.”
This tended aumistakably (o prove
that rich men i:d no place in the
Kingdom of Heaven. The creation
of wealth tended to impoverish the
mind, and as a natural consequence
evil was the resuit, and mo evil-mind-
ed or wicked ran could eunter the
Kingdom of Heaven, !

Mr. Madden replied to Mr. Greeu-
wood, and in Jloing so showed that
all the conclusions arrived at by his
opponent were not only inaccurate
and illogical, but were opposed to all
the canons of sommonsense, justice
and equity; and opposed to the teach~

9 and examples mentioned in the

#0 argue tbat a man bhecause

in

]

| contention he quoted isolated verses

' manded “not to resist evil,”” and “to

- be the consequence if they conformed

he was rich was to be doomed to
eternal perdition was monstrous., The

poor-man could he just as vain, proud

and vile las the rich man. He in-

stanced the cases of Abraham, Joseph |

“and other old testament worthies who
were remarkable for their wealth and
the power they exercised, as being
noble examples of rich men who were
now in Heaven, ag a complete refuta-
tion of the thesis set up by Mr.

- Greenwood—that no rich man could
enter there,

Several other members present also
spoke to the subject, including Miss
Madden, who said Mr. Greenwood had
misread the passages of Scripture ie
had quoted, and omitted to state that
it was the LOVE of money and not
the coin itself, that was stated to bhe
the root of evil. She contended that
a rich man could be as kind, gentle,
and as loving a <haracter as any poor
man, .
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' A RATIONALIST LECTURE, -

There was a large attendance at
the Ringwood Hall on Thursday
evening, 17th inst., when a lecture
was delivered by Mr. J.-S. Langley,
his subject ‘being, “Can the Teach-
ings of Christ be applied to and car-
ried out in the present day?”’

In his opening remarks Mr. Lang-
ley said he made it a rule to bhe
his own chairman, and while he
would concede to anyone in the au-
dience the right to reply, at the
same time he reserved to himself
the right to conduct the meeting ag
he thought proper. Messrs. Madden,
A. V. Greenwood and Edmonds had
consented to reply to the lecturer,
who essayed to prove that the teach-
ings ot Christ could not be adopted
and carried out as society was at
present constituted. In proof of his

from the New Testament, without
mentionong the context, and inter-
preted the passages in a literal gense.
He instanced the case of anyone tak-
ing up a dangerous snake and the
drinking of a deadly poison without
any harm accruing. They well knew
what would be the result if they
handled a dangerous reptile or dranik
poison; therefore such actions ag
those could not be applied to go-
ciety, Then they were told that ir
they had faith they could remove
mountains, and so forth. This could
not be done, They were also com-
love their enemies,” What would
to such a law? Another text quoted
was that “they must not lay wup
treasures on earth.” This was also
impracticable, and could not there-
fore be incorporated into every-day
life. And what would happen if
they took “no thought for the mor-
row ”  He also laid stress on the
geripture which said, ‘‘Blessed are

" and made it what it was to-day—

Ltiey wno, not having seen, have be-
lieved,” and argued that a code like
.tlla,t could not be adopted. He said
In conclusion that he could g0 on
eénumerating instance ' after in-
stance in support of his contention,
which was that the teachings of
Christ were not applicable to the
bresent day, and he would like those
gentlemen who were announced to

reply to him to answer the points
he had raised.

Mr. Madden was the first to reply,
He asked the lecturer if e knew
What Christianity was,
objected to this question. . Mr. Mad-
den then asked him if he (the Iec-
turer) understood the meaning of
the word ‘‘Jesus.” Mr. Langley ob-
jected to being catechised in that
way, Saylng he had never mentioned
tie name ‘“Jesus,” which was de-
rived irom Joshua. = Mr.' Madden
then told the lecturer that he did
lot know what Christianity was, and
called him “‘a dusturber.” He also

, moved that Cr. Mackinlay take the

" chair. With this the lecturer or-
dered him off the platform, and there
was considerable disorder, When
order was restored Mr. Maddean,
aiter referring to the decalogue,
JAanded the lecturer a catechism,
,and advised him to read and study
At, when he would have some idea
of what Christianity was.

Mr. Greenwood said that the
teachings oi Christ were not only
applicable to the present day, but
they were adopied and pracused to
a very great extent. They had oniy
to look to the self-denying iubors of
the missionaries, the humane work
carried out at the hospitals, wages
boards, Arbitration courts, benevo-
lent societies, insurance ofiices; ma-
ternal grants, all of which were ac-
lively carrying out the principles
and Christian charity inculcated by
Christ, which were the means of
leavening and enriching human life.
The glorious gospel was the mes-
sage of glad tidings which had leit
its 1mpress upon the British nation

the grandest empire in the world,
the Union Jack being the emblem of
equity justice and truth, all of which |
were due to the teachings of the
man Christ Jesus. <

Mr, Edmonds in his reply dealt
more with the intellectual and his-
torical side of the question, but as
there was much interruption it was
difficult to catch the tenor of his
remarks.

Our reporter then left, being of
the opinion that where there are
two parties holding contrary opin-
ions, as far apart as the poles, litile
or no good will result from dispu-
tations like the one under notice,
The old couplet gtill holds good:

“The man convinced against hig
s will ’
Is of the same opinion still.”

Mr. Langley |
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DIEBATING SOCIETY,
Oite  Gi (he 1most and
cujoyable sociclies thal has ever heen
established in Ringwood is the Debat-
ing Society, which holds i}s meetings
every Monday night., A numbér of
kindred spirits, a good number of
whpm bhélong., Lo~ the wealor . sex,
meet together to discuss all kindg of
subjeets, when they have o real good
time. They dilfer on almost every

proiitable

topic, but they do so in « courteous
and alfable maaner, and it is no ex-
aggeration to say that wany a wrinlkle
is learnt during (he discussion, and
they go away wiser than when they
came, On Monday night last the sub-
ject was, *‘Should militavism be en-
couraged?’”’ The alfirmative was tak-
en by Mr. lEdmonds, who, in the
course ol a thughu‘ul address, con-
{ended that it was essential in order
to maintain the integrity ol the Km-
pire, and to prevent foreign invasion
‘Lhevmilitary spirit should e encour-
daged., The only way to command re-
spect—that is, viewed from 2 national
standpoint—was to have such, suzh an
army, and so well (vained and
cquipped that it could repel any foe,
and was so formidable from a fight-
ing standard that it could cope, if
not vasquish, any enemy. It did not
_follow from this that he lavored the
creation of 2 military system that wag
tu be autocratic and desired {o make
war on weaker nations simply for no
other reason that that of conquest
and gain, He also contended that
the military system stood for right
against might, and was the only safe-
guard in the maintenance of peace and
gcod will among the nations.

Mz, P’ike, who foliows tue occupa-
tion of an orchardist, read a paper
in which he cursorily glanced at all
the facts and arguments that could
be adduced in order to bauish the fal-
Jacy that war was esseatial to the
well being of a nation, or that it was
in any way productive of preserving
peace and preventing one n'atiou from
encroaching upon the rights of anoth-
er. He would like to’” know what
good had ever emanated from a war,
which tended to engender, as a rule,
all the brutal instincts of human na-
ture. HKven the victors were losers.
In proof of this contention he in-
gtanced the Iraunco-German war of
1870. Though Germany won and got
her indemnity from France, her in-
dustries and trade was impoverished
for ten years, while France, the ‘de-
feated mnation, prospered. As a rule
old men made the wars and the young
men had to do the fighting, although
{hey had not raised a finger to create
vhe carnage and suffering which fol-

Jjowed in the wake of war. Then,
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again, was it fair that some men
should have to go and be killed while
others remained at home and made
colossal fortunes. War would soon
cogse if Lhe wealthy were taxed and
placed on the same rate of pay as the
soldiers. Then, again, it was revolt-
ing to think that they should settle
{heir difterences in the same barbaric
way as did the ancients. Arbitration
and justice should be brought to hear
upon all national questions, and if

this were done in the right spirit, and

wilh the view of arriving at a Jus(:
aind amicable seitlement, there woul :
e no need to resort to a clash of
and to keep up the spirit of
ith its abnormal expense,
uch better

arms
militarism W
which could be put to m
use, s |

A spivited discusgsion followed, but
most of Ghe speakers favored the
iaintenance of an army to keep the

peace a nd prevent the Japs from com-

ing Lo Australia.

)
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“SHOULD WOMEN PRIEACE, i’:\(}::
rosSE, OR ENTER PARLIAMENT? |
N
s was the interesting subject
{hat was debated at the mee?tmg of
the Ringwood Debating Society on
Monday evening, when it was dealt
with by two of the lady member%—
Misses Lade and Porteous. The fol-
lowing @re the cssays which = they
read, aud both will well repay perusal.

The first is by Miss Lade.

It gives me great pleasure to
that wolen ghould propose,
preach, and hecome members of Par-

affirm
should

Jiament,

It is my intention to deal first with
preaching and Parliament, and propos-
ing, which is of the least importance,
can be left till the last,

The opinion is held by the major-
ity af people that the home is woman's
natural sphere, In this I (uite agree,
hut if she has the ability and leisure
to take an active part in public af-
fairs, there is no reason why she
should not do so. But to-night I wish
to speak more- particularly of the

women who have no home ties, and

who form quite a large percentage of
Australia’'s population,  They must
have some outlet for their energies,
and, unlike a man, who is content with
a hobby, they feel it their duty to he
of some definite use in the world, and
{o make their influence felt. Through
what hettef medium can this be ac-
complished than that of the Church

and Parliament? Women as & whole

[ TR D

are not as strong physically as men,
but are endowed with equal brain
power; therefore, in any walk in life
where Dbrain  more than physical
strength is required, there is 40 reas-
on why they should mot enter iuto
competition with the sterner sex. It
is a recognised fact that wo n.:a are
more religious than men. Th's g
st.ocwn by ‘the preponderance of & <nmien
at any place of worship,-and li ihe
active part they take in any Christian:
cifort. The learned theologian is not
necessarily the most efficient preach-
er, Women, by their instinctive
knowledge of human nature, may be

nore inlluential than men, with their

hard, cold logic. Moreover, women’s
preaching is practical and consistent,
and these qualitics carry more weight
than much oratory.  In Parliament,
with their ability of seeing all round
a. question, where a man can see only
vne side, they would be invaluable in
the framing of laws, especially those
concerning ljctte1- hiousing, care of cflil-
dren, and all matters pertaining to
domestic life. For instance, to give
2 homely illustration, would we be
paying 25 per Ib. for butter, when
the same Australian butter can be
hought i*l&lngmud for 1/11 per 1b., ,E
» 'ﬁ:i} “w'a say in the matter  The
ig; iy E&gxg occurs with other products.
There Biiust be something radically
wrong. when we have to pay such
prices for things we produce in our
own country in such léu'gc quantities.
These matters concern women vitally.

It is clearly shown, by the forming

of 0 many organisations, clubs and
societies, that women are [ast coming
into their own, and will make their
influence felt throughout the commun-
ity at large. .

I would like just here to quote from
the Italian Prime Minister's speech of
welcome to the International Women'’s
Suffrage Alliance held recently at
Rome, iuciuding 43 natiens, including
Australia, He said, “So far as I am
concerned, 1 feel authorised to declare
that the Masciti Government, if the
unforseen does not happen, can vouch
that it will grant the several classes
of women the right to vote, beginning
with the municipal elections, and fol
lowing with the political elections. By
proceeding in stages mno disastrous,
effects will ensue, such as are predict-
ed by some pessimists. On the con-
travy, very probably it will have bene-
ficial consequences, because the women
will bring into exercise with the new
vight their lfundamental qualities of
toresight, balance and wisdom.” The
president (Mrs. Carrie Chapman Catt)
thanked the Government and people of
1taly for the welcome, *Our congress,”
she said, “represents a step forward
in the world moyvement among women
which demands the repeal of anti-
quated so called wwmen’s laws and

-
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customs, and the substitution of the
fact that a woman is a human being.
Our congress represents the women of
43 out of 60 nations in the world.
We have delegates from 28 nations,
whose women are voters on equal
terms with men. Among them are
members of Parliament, and council-
lors in great cities. The delegates
who are still pleading for the fran-
chise represent 15 nations only. The
majority of us are enfranchised, and

form part of the cqllective rulers of
We stand for educated
for schools “or all

the nations.
men and women,

children, for work and good wages, for
better homes, and for the more fender
and scientitic care of children, 1In
Australia all of the women have the
Of all continents South Aacrica
is the only oune where no woman $C.es,
yet it is the continent of repunlics,
our suffrage movement has girdled tLe
We are an army, but our only

vote,

earth, :
, B s 3
weapon is an appeal for justice.

Women do not want to get into
: some might think, be-
cause it is a sott job, and a mice little,
but. they will be of some use,
and it goes without saying, some or-

Far lmment,

“salary,

nament, too.

With regard to the question, should
women propose, the time seems hardly

he asks a girl to marry him—how in-
sulferably ron(lesccliding would he be
il she proposed to him  One can imag-
ine a young lady saying to the young
man of her choice, “Will you he mine?"
I wonder il he would blush and say,

“W ell—er—tlus is rather sudden,” and
then ask Tor a week to think it over,
or perhaps refer her to hig ma,

Sy

i Should. Women Preach:? —- iove,
woman has a perfect right to C\l)l(,bb
ﬂ' Iier opinion on any matter, but when
it comes to occupying Llu, pulpit, or
spcdl\m" [rom a public platiorm, she
is out of place to say the least. There
are some occupations which are essen-
tially ‘masculine, just ag some are es-
sentially feminine. Men ang women
are constituted so differently, hoth in
physique and temperament, and had
God or nature intended woman to do
the masculine work of breaching, she
would have been provided with ‘Iie
necessary equipment; she would cer-
tainly have had a speaking voice whicli
could be heard further than the front
- seats of a large building, In these
days when there is such a craze among
wonien for taking up men’s vocations,
there are few candidates for manual
labor such as farm or orchard work.

w

ripe, although, considering the progress Woman realizes her physical limita-

women have made

in businesy anl

tions there, and though, by even a

professions, the time will come when wide streteli-of imugination. preaching

tiiey feel thembelves qualified to take
Uie initiative in proposals of mar-
riage. 1 never heard of one who did
propose, and have read of only one.
She was a new woman—a very new
'womal}—and by profession an estate
agent; after she had proposed and
been refused, she didn’t feel quite so
new. This I would like to say to the
credit of the man in the story, he was
a sport and didn’t tell,

The Negative—DBy Miss Lorteons.

Should Women \ljruposc‘.’~1 don’t

know whethier this mecans should the

present order be reversed apc, svolen
pronose instead of inen, or should
vomen propose as well ag men., I
the former, it would complicate mat-
ters very much for the men, as a [ew
favored ounes—the best looking and the
wealthies weuld receive hundreds cf
proposals, while the majority- would
not receive any, aind there would he
fewer marriages. In any case. it would
be a most undignified proceeding, No
self-respecting woman, no matter how
much she admired a man, could ask-
him torlet her share his worldly goods.
There might be chaos in some com-
munities, wild, excited females rush-
ing ‘hither and thither in search of
prey, while all the eligible men, seeing
the light of conquest in the eye of
every single woman of their acquain-
tance, would carefully avoid her for
fear she should *“pop the question.”
The young man of to-day thinks he is

pestowing a (remendous [avor when

can scarcely termed “manual’” labor,
there are almost as great limitations
for her heye. All her intellectual
ability is wasted, and her words of
no effect, if she lacks the qualities
lecessary to give force and power to
their utterance. In spite of her in-
ability to make an efficient preacher,
I have no doubt that if the churches
Were to employ one or two attractive
lady curates there would then be no

need to ask the question, “Why don't

men go to church?”

\

Should Women go into Parliame:nt?
—It is difficult to reply to this with-
out appearing to he somewhat incon-
sistent. There are numbels of really
intellectual,
personality, and possibly some of them
may he specially gilted with powers for
bublic speaking. These may be termed
the oxceptions; hut even they are not
justified in following a public career
if in go doing they neglect home duties.
Frequently the type of woman we find
in the public world is one who is tired
of housework and the dulness of home
life, and who w:.shes to appear in the
Inuellghl she therefore adopts a pet
Scheme, and goes forth to proclaim it;
her husband (if she has one) is usu-
ally henpecked, and sits at home mend-
ing his socks, or, it he has any spirit
at all, he runs away with someone
else while his wife is at the meetings.
Here, too, we have the difficulty of
temperament. Women as a rule are
1ot so thick-gskinned as men—they are
far more sensitive. Some men can he
deadly enemies politically, _and yet
remain quite friendly in private life;

capable-women. of strong
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are different, and in the turmoil of
barliamentary life there would be much
strife and bitterness of spirit for the
women, =1 have already mentionad ex-
ceptions, As examples take the two
lady politicians in England—Lady
Astor and Mrs. Winteringham., They
have certainly worked great reforms,
and no doubt women of this type can
do much in [Parliament in the inter-
ests of women and children, ete. But
let the ordinary woman be content to
remain comparatively in the back-
ground of politics—certainly not as an
onlooker, hut rather as a prompter to
the man on the stage, taking an in-
telligent interest in the proceedings,
and using her influence to uphold the
honor and integrity of our country.
There is ample scope for women to
use their intellect and energy in work
amongst their own sex. Half the
women who vote at elections do so in
utter ignorance of the principles for
Wwhich they are voting, It is the duty
of their more enlightened sisters to
educate them in politics, so that they
may use their own judgment, and not
merely do as they are told. In the
olden days of chivalry, woman, in {hLe
imagination of man, was placed on a
kind of pedestal; she was supposed to
be a hemg endowed with many vir-
tues, and to whom men paid homage.

My .

=

Of her the poet could write (he

would'nt now):—

“Woman’'s warm heart éme‘
hand, in God’s eternal plan,
Were formed to soften, soothe, re-
fine, exalt and comfort man,

- And rule him as the angels rule,
by deeds of peace and love.”

X ¥
At the Same time, she was an absolite
nonentity in worldly affairs. Her
opinion (if she dared to offer it) was
of no account; and it was certamly
time she woke up and asserted herself,
to demand more liberty of thought aud
speechs but she is in danger of de-
scending too far, for ag surely as she
places hersell on an equality with nawn,
so surely will she lose her statug in
his regard, and she cannot expset tke
consideration due to her as a woman.

Nearly all the members present
spoke on the subject, some agreeivg
with and ,others differing  from the
views and conclusions arrived at by
the two leading debaters, but all were
imanimous that the essays were de-
serving .of the highest praise. for the
lucid way in which the subject was
handied from their respective points
of view, and they were accorded a
well-deserved vote of thauks,

The members of the club derive
pleasure and profit from attending
these meetings, and it ig a pity they
Are not hetter avnreciated,
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