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1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Target Audience

This document is intended for use of planners, project management and heritage ;ld\'lsnj‘s n the
course of their work. Council workers, councillors and the general public will find benetit
reading the Summary and Recommendations sections.

1.2 Purpose and reason of this document

This document has been developed to specifically reassess the Blood Bros. Store located at |1
Bedford Road, Ringwood. In light of a proposal to build a car park over the site, 1t s imperative to
present the latest facts to management and consultants.

The last assessment was completed in June 1998 by heritage architect, Richard Petersenga well:
respected architeet and consultant in architecrural conservation!. His significance assessment concluded by
saving:-

“1t 15 architecturally sionificant as a rare and relatively intact riral Vdwardian corner shop. The tile sqon 25
representative of ceramic craflsmanship and of this wse of ceramic tiles. 11 is socially sionificant as &nonn and rabicd
as a landmark: nsed by the commmnity for orientation and part of the sense of identity of the place.”

In Petersen-Barrett heritage 1'cp(>rr3, little in-depth assessment was done on the ceramic tiles or
social significance. Nothing was mentioned about local cultural significance.

In light of tfurther informaton being determined from comprehensive research undertaken by
rescarchers at Ringwood & District Historical Society and other consultants, this document will
provide a timely re-examination of the heritage asset.

1.3 Credentials and Experience

Ringwood & District Historical Society (RDHS) has a 65-year record of supporting councils,
companics and the community. The archives, in two separate facilities, contain records, maps,
film, audios, photographs and artefacts of the local arca. The collection is more extensive than
is generally available through the State Library of Victoria, Public Records Office and other
public facilities.

Russ Haines OANM, President of Ringwood & District Historical Sociery, is an expert on the
history and heritage off Ringwood, tfrom its formation in the 1830s onwards. He also has
excellent rescarching credentials, and presenting information from a corporate level down 1o
local interest groups. His knowledge of the culture and social history of Ringwood is
unsurpassced.

Uhups://www.richardpeterson.comaau/cy
* hups://vhd.heritagecouncil.vie.gov.au/places, 146889
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Heritage Assessment of Blood Bros. Store

This report has called upon the most experienced specialists in Ringwood's heritage to expand on
the worth, in heritage terms, of the Store. Tt has closely tollowed the Burra Charter, a heritage
advisor’s “Bible™ Tt has sought expertise in the Blood Bros. dles from Victoria's leading specialist,
without any pavment or cocercion of any kind, and gathered extensive, reliable information from
the RDHS and other privileged sourees.

The 1998 Council heritage assessment was clearly deficient in terms of heritage and the value to
the community, as it operated on old significance criterta. The Raworth assessment, recently
engaged by the Counctl, failed to provide any further insight to these vital Heritage Criteria.
Untorrunately, Raworth was hardly an independent study and just endorsed the mandate of its
emplover to demolish The Store. No onsite work or in-depth research was done.

Community Consultation

Considerable and extensive community consultation was undertaken. Social media was used,
which is the most common and wide-spread form ot communication. An online petition was
started by an independent Maroondah resident, who is nota member of RDHS nor asked to
initiate 1t This resulted in 644 residents and ex-residents voting to save The Store. The petition
was ofticially adopted by MCC.

Interviews were taken with available local people and the overwhelming consensus was that the
car park should use current locations to extend the parking space and the Blood Bros. Store
location developed as community space, that is severely lacking in central Ringwood.

Councillors and councillor candidates were asked it they would support the retention of the Blood
Bros. Store. Al responses supported the desires of the residents,

It is vital that both the resident-clected Councillors and applicable Council’s planning staft
become very familiar with the overwhelming public opinion.

I'urther advocacy was given, by written communication to the council, from the Roval Historical
Socicty of Victoria, The National Trust and a number of residents and ex-residents.

Conflict of Interest

Of particular concern is the fact that there are obvious conflicts of interest by the Maroondah City
Council in the development of the site. Firstly, MCC is both owner of the site and the authority
that finally approves the Planning Permit to remove The Store. Clearly this goes against the
intentions of the Local Government Act.
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Heritage Assessment
ah Citv Council, 1s hardly unbiased. He c“(mcvludcs
: Brothers Store at 1 Bedford Strect,
il result in the loss of suin

ith respect to herrhage Impacts”

The heritage consultant, emploved by Maroond
his assessment report with ““I'he proposed demolition of the former Blood
Ringmood and the construction of a mulli-storey car park on the enlaroed stfe n
sionificance lo the Heritage Orverlay” and “the propased derclopmient is supported 1

Clearly the heritage assessment should not have included any endorsement of _thc pmpnsgd
development. It should have remained an heritage assessment, independent ot any p()l_cnrml or
proposcd use. Many key heritage criteria were overlooked his report, his failure to pertorm a
thorough site visit, and his obvious lack of local heritage and historical knowledge.

Options
1. Build multi-story car parks on the land already allocated as car parks along Station Strect.
Walkways and stairs would lead dircectly into the railway station levels. Retain | Bedford Road tor
the community, which would complement the Jubilee Park Neighbourhood and surrounding arca.
There are currently plans to alter Greenwood Avenue to include a shared user path re. pedestrians
and bikes, which would complement a park setring and respite at 1 Bedtord Road.
2. Dismantle the Blood Bros. Store and relocate it to the Braeside \ve location or to the castern

art of Ringwood Lake, where the Poppet Head and Miner’s Cottage were once exhibited.

g g

Recommendations

Ringwood & District Historical Society recommends that Option ©is the best solurion.
This is in agreement with overwhelming public opinion and the current assessments of
both the National Trust and the Roval Historical Society of Vicroria.

10



hips:

Uhips:

3

3.1

HERITAGE ASSESSMENT - BLOOD BROS. STORE
RINGWOOD & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY

METHODOLOGY

Terms
Nostalgia and Anecdotes

Recollections or memories of past events and experiences, that mav be factual, embroidered to
create an interesting story or have aspects of accuracy.

History

I'he study of the past events, people and societies, using rescarch and investigation, in order to
gain accurate and realistic view.

Heritage®
Hertrage includes:-

The tangible - our historical sites, buildings, monuments, objects in muscum artefacts and
archives.

The natural - our waterways, landscapes, woodlands, bogs, uplands, native wildlife, insccts, plants

.

trees, birds and animals.
The intangible - our customs, sports, music, dance, folklore, erafts, skills, and knowledge.

It helps to shape ouridentity and 1s a kevstone ot our culture and, therefore, should be preserved
and protected for future generations.

Cultural Significance*

Places of cultural significance enrich people’s lives, often providing a deep and inspirational sense
ot connection to community and landscape, to the past and to lived experiences. They are
historical records, that are important expressions of Australian identity and experience. Places of
cultural significance reflect the diversity of our communities, telling us about who we are and the
past that has formed us and the Australian landscape. They are irreplaceable and precious,

wawawheritagecouncilic/what-is-heritage

wawicomos.org/victoriafalls2003 /truscott_eng. htm

11
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3.2 Burra Charter

Purpose

T ‘ i ] - 1 y ICE - atl i }~<('7|L'd
I'he Burra Charter” is a set of principles that have been adopted to ereate a nation v ac cef
purposc is 1o maintain a consistent and

standard for heritage conservation practice in \ustralia. Its |
Caccording o the Plannomg and

reliable platform so that valid heritage assessment may be pcrformcd :
Linvironment et 1987, This report has been prepared in strict accordance with the Burra Charter.
The Burra Charter underpins Maroondah City Council’s planning scheme, that addresses the

Maroondah Heritage Overlavs. The overall process is shown in [ 1 The Burra Charter Process.

UNDERSTAND THE PLACE

Define the place and its extent
Investigale the place: ils hustory, use

associabons. fabnc

Articles 5-7, 12, 26

ASSESS CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

Assess all values using relevant critena

Develop a statement of significance

Arthicle 26
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IMPLEMENT THE MANAGEMENT PLAN
Articles 26-34

f/  MONITOR THE RESULTS
& REVIEW THE PLAN

MANAGE IN
ACCORDANCE
WITH POLICY

Article 26

Chups:/Jaustralicicomos.org /publications ) burra charter pracuce notes
o Australia TCOMOS Burra Charter, 20153, P10
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Statement of Significance

This document includes a statement of significance that clearly establishes the importance of the Blood
Bros. Store and addresses the heritage eriteria. There is no disparite berween herirage assets of national,
state or local levels: the same process is used.

The essential questions to be asked are:-

What clements of the Store are Significant?
Hlow are the teatures Significant?
Why are thev Signiticant?

Recognised Heritage Criteria
The tollowing recognised heritage criteria were considered for this assessment of the heritage
value ot Blood Bros. Store.

Criterion A: Importance to the course or pattern of our cultural or natural history (historical
signitficance).

Criterion B: Possession of uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of our cultural history (rariry).
Criterion C: Potential to vield information that will contribute to understanding our cultural or
natural history (rescarch potential).

Criterion D: Importance in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of cultural or
natural places or environments (representativencess).

Criterion E: Importance in exhibiting particular acsthetic characteristics (acsthetic significance).
Criterion F: Importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement at a
particular period (technical significance).

Criterion G: Strong or special association with a particular communirty or cultural group for
soctal, cultural or spirirual reasons. This includes the significance of a place due to cultural
traditions (soctal significance).

Criterion H: Spccial association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of
importance in our history (associative significance).

Heritage Overlay Guidelines

Incorporated in the statement of significance should be protection guidelines that are relevant to
the Herirage Overlay. If the selected criteria only reflect external importance, then such things as
external painting controls should be entorced. It there 1s a strong associative significance
(Criterion H) then, obviously, the asset must be looked at in its entirety.
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4 Existing Heritage Assessment

cades 1e. the

The Blood Bros. Store has had herirage protection tor many de )
the pl;mmng

Heritage Overlay program, under the guidance and c.nmm] ot ) |
department of City of Maroondah Council. Tt was reviewed by the cl_crsgn
Barrett Heritage Study of 1998, with the heritage consultants L1ﬂ;}l)lu to turnish
many details made the report complete (MCC 1998) (see Appendix 1).

Yet the Study did conclude that:-

“It is historically regionally significant to Melbourne as 4 .s‘url')ivmg
representative embodiment of Edwardian retail practice, particularly in the
retail liquor industry, and the way of life in Edwardian Ringmwood.

1t is architecturally significant as a rarve and relatively intact rural Edwardian
corner shop.

The tile sign is representative of cevamic crafismanship and of this use of
cevamic tiles.

It is socially significant as known and valued as a landmark used by the
community for orientation and part of the sense of identity of the place.”

The Burra Charter, on which all heritage assessments are now based, has been
expanded 1o include social significance and  assoctarive  signiticance. This
provides authority to provide a review of the previous 1998 study, which was
somewhat limited nits access 1o information and archives.,

This assessment provides the conclusion, of previous reports, to the heritage
worth of the Blood Bros. Store, in terms of the importance of commercialism in
Ringwood, the tles, as already stated, and associative significance to two pioneer
familics of Ringwood — the Bloods and the Wilkins.
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S5 Culture of the People of Ringwood

No matter who you are, Itis extremely important to acknowledge that the

P T Xt M, people, that make up the community of Ringwood and
person’s culture is its surrounds, have a unique and definite culture. In
important; it's part of comparison to the culture of indigenous ot the Fastern
what makes us who we Kulin language groups, such as the local Woi Wurrung,

Ringwoodians only go back 170 vears or less. Still, there
o 2 Caltiorad Lionien have been elements in place that define our culture,
e ' which should be respected and acknowledged, espectally
within the realms ot this herttage assessment.

HERITAGI:

As this document will attest, numerous families have tound therr home in Ringwood
since the 1890s — the Prates, McAlpins, Bloods, Wilkins, Mackinlavs, Lindsavs, Miles,
Kennedvs, Pumps. Most migrated from Lingland, Treland or Germany because ot
oppression or to seek a berter life in Vicrorta, These family dvnasties have continued

for many generations in Ringwood.

THI LAND = FLORN AND IFAUNA

The district of Ringwood has alwavs a close intinity with local bush, tauna and flora.
iver since the 1880s, and certainly carlier, people have been the guests of the locals to
enjov nature and the leatv-green parts of Maroondah™ The Ringwood Field Naturalist
Club and other like-minded groups have remained verv active in the local arca.

SPORT

Plaving sport is an extremely important to Ringwood’s culture and social fabric. There
is no Melbourne metropolitan town or city that boasts having as many Aussic Rules
football clubs as Ringwood”. Most of these have had considerable success over the
vears, or have had plavers that went on to play AL football. The bowls and croquet
clubs have always been central to Ringwood, as has swimming and diving clubs. The
Ringwood Athletic Club has fostered athletes of all ages, some representing Australia
or becoming world champions. The list of sports is vast and only goes to prove that

sport is a strong part of Ringwood’s culture.

GARDIENS

I'ven though Victoria has been known as the Garden State since the carly 19005,
Ringwood residents have always been on the fore-front of growing exceptional blooms
of flowers, vegetables and berries. Commercially, Ringwood was a hub for flower-
crowing from the 1880s to post-WWII, and supplicd Mclbourne florists with supplies.
The combination of Tinglish, German, Dutch, Ttalian and Irish migrants to Ringwood,
since the late 1850s, has promoted a strong gardening culture amongst the community.

Preshind. Gary, st People, Muscum Victoria, 2010
< held Naruralist Club of Nictorta, The | ictoran Naturalist, 18842017, \\'\\'\\'.l)i()di\'cl'.\’il)‘Iil)l';ll‘).()l'g/l)il)]i()gl';lph)/4374().

Dhpssaust raliantoothall.com/clubs/hist/Local /N TC
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SPIRITUALITY

The Ringwood community has always had a strong religious SYS 4
1970s/80s, faith was predominately Christian with various dcnonnqutlngs of '
Mcthodism, Presbyterian, Church of Fingland, Christ Church, Bapusts, Salvaton Army
and many others. With further migration from Asia, China, India and other PIHCU‘\_
other spiritual groups have been introduced to the people of Ringwoc »d, and now torm

part of their culure.

belief svstem. Untl the

TRADITIONS & CEREMONILES

Bevond religious ceremonies, Ringwood partakes in regular rituals and observances
such as the Council-run Australia Dav celebrations and community awards, Masonic
Lodge installations, clection and robing of the Council's Mavor, Labour Day and the
Queen’s Birthday.

Anzac and Armistice Davs are well-attended by the Ringwood communiry, as a
dedication to those Ringwood people who served in military contlicts. The RS
strongly supports these annual ceremonies.

BENEVOLENCE & COMMUNITY SPIRIT

Ringwoodians are extremely generous in supporting cach other in the community.
Many volunteer organisations exist and these are well-attended at mectings and out in
the tield. Through Ringwood’s history, there are many examples ot the community
coming to the forefront to overcome bushtires, floods, discase, pertods ot military
contlict and supporting others who fell to misfortunate evenrs or accidents.,
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Federal Announcement of Car Park

6.1 Background

Federal Announcement of Ringwood Car Park

[n F'ebruary 2019, the Maroondah City Council took a public stance of accepting, from
the ederal Government via local representative Michael Sukkar, ST5m o develop a car
park at Ringwood rathway station. The announcement appeared on Michael Sukkar’s

webstte with the statement: -

SN Sukhear said the Gorernment would provede frunding to build three milti-storey car park.s at
Mitchan, Rangwood and Croydon train stations. 'l an proud 1o hare secnred frndmg for this critical
onfrastructure that will support onr public transport systeor. Luproving commuter aceess at onr local train
stations will reduce congestion on onr roads and further cnconrage commnters onto public transport”."I'he
ustralian Gorersment bas committed 15 mllion for cach train station car parkand will deliver nore
than 1400 train station car parks, including 487 car parks at Croydon, 482 car parks at Ringnood
and SO0 car parks at NMitcham.”

The Maroondah City Council was cited to receive SI5m for the station car park.

Michael Sukkar endorsing the tunding with Mavor of Maroondah Citv Counetl (Ieh 2019)1

"wwwmichaclsukkar.comaau/media releases/congestion- busting- fund-to-fix-transport-infrastructure-in-
deakin/
wawwmichaclsukkar.comaau/specches /adjournment- debare 1400 car parks-at mitcham-ringwood-and

crovdon/
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HERITAGE DESCRIPTION
7.1 Land

On the 10th November 1874 Anthony T'ord of Ringwe yod purchased \otment 171 n
the parish of Ringwood, County of Mornington from the Crown for 77 Pounds. The
land arca was 76 acres and 21 perches on Title Volume 830 Tolio 831. The block was
he northern boundary

approximately triangular, with the apex at | Bedford Road and t
The boundary

along Lilvdale Road to the castern end of the Ringwood Lake reserve.
across to I'ern Tree Gully Road passed along the castern border of Bedford Park and
the southern border was back down to the apex between 1910 and 191 2. thev are
notable for the repetition of gabled roof forms, design idioms, materials and other

details.
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land in the Pite Street and Ferneree Gully Road sector was subdivided and a small
number of blocks sold. These include lots 2 and 5, just to the rear of lot 1, which is the
site of the Blood Brothers store and are now part of the MCC land.
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The remainder ot the holding the passed to a group ot mvestors, including Tavlor,
Fidelsten and Wiseman. The arca was now around 61 acres and covered by a new title
Volume 2261 Folio 191, More lots were then sold including lot 1.

Lot T was purchased by John Frost ot Summerhill, Ringwood for 931 Pounds on 8th
October 1890, with a new tle Volume 2305 Folio 975 which identified the land as lot 1,
part of subdivision 2216. The arca of the triangular lot is 7,894 square feer — or about
0.18 acres. The sale was recorded on Instrument 290054, The price was extraordinarily
high and was the result of the Land Boom of the 1880s. To put it in to some sort of
perspective — the original 70-acre h()ldingr had been purchased for 1 pound per acre and
the sale price of lor 1 was cquivalent to 5,138 pounds per acre! The images below show
a small reduction in dimensions of the block resulting from an casement.

Frarre 6 Jolor Urost boldoe op Tt 1 Bedronrd Rodd

Incvitably the boom crashed — and was so severe that Melbourne went into recession
tor a period ot about 20 vears. The Mortgagee in possession was the 195 &\ Bank and
they then sold the property to Stanley Wrightson Burchert of 26 Ilinders Street who
was desceribed as a *T'ea Bixpert” for 35 Pounds. This occurred on 25th May by
[nstrument 497568, The price paid represented less than 40 of the cost of the property
less than 2 vears carlier — a recovery of only 9 pence in the pound! The title for the
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: 1 73rd Nove Rk and was
property did not actually pass to Burchett until 23rd Nox ember 1904 ‘(1)‘; 3
- - - M ‘ 3tory D
subsequently sold to Arthur and William John Blod yd on 21st \ugust |

Pounds as recorded by Instrument 722041,

A new title Volume 9013 Folio 330 was again created, when the property passced 1o
Keith Frnest Tibb, Wine and Spirit Merchant of Kalinda Road Ringwood on 30th 8
2210.

August 1973, The land was still deseribed as Lot One on Plan of Subdivision No. 22

. . - . e e, ) A e 9
Again, there was a series of owners until the property was finally purchasced on 20th

Liebruary 2020 by the present owner, the Maroondah Ciey Council.

The Council are now in possession of all the land to the West of Warrandvte Road and
will add to it with the addition of the land from Pite Street. This is apparently i an
attempt to create a parcel of land suited to a 500-car parking space structure.

The plan also now means that the historic Blood Brothers Store is now landlocked and
in the middle of the proposed car park — which will make it exceedingly ditticult to

preserve. The image below shows the planned entire Council holding,

ROAD

WARRANDYTE

BEDFORD  RoAD

7.2 Building

The Blood Bros. Store was built by local builder, Rov Wilkins, i the same desion as
Ollie Prat’s butcher shop, at the corner ot Anderson’s Creek and Whitchorse ih yads.
The Prate shop was butle i 1914 but atter Julv,as it had 19147 on the tront of the
store and 1ts absence trom the very accurate Army Land Survey map (sce centre ot red
circle in Figure 7). -

Pratt also tollowed the William and Arthur Blood by moving from its old store. near 1o
the intersection ot Mo Dandenong and Whitchorse (Main) Roads, into 4 m e

convenient business location close to the Ringwood Ratlway Station.
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The exodus from former location ot Ringwood, centred around the antimony mines,

and the muluple brick and tle works, happened in the era from 1908-10.
Records, maps and newspapers show that the Blood Bros. Store was constructed
dircetly after Ollie Pratt’s butcher shop in carly 1915, This makes it the oldest

commercial building in Ringwood.

The modified rear section continued to run as drive-through retail outlet uneil 2020,

Site Visits
The site and shop have been visited on numerous occasions over the last three decades.

The tront half of the building has largely remained untouched over Its existence, except
for the front door replacement and the access door from the rear section. The outside

pergola and advertising have been replaced.

Originally, there was a large counter with numerous shelves spaced around the front
room, where the Blood Bros. staff served. There still remains a cellar, which is accessed
by pulling up a trapdoor on the floor. Overall, the structure is in remarkable condition
for its age. No rot or termites in the floorboards.

The new rear section, which has been heavily modified, has no herirage value,
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7.4 Tiles

The facade of the Blood Bros. Store is adorned with ceramic tiles up to-a height uf.'
approximartcly, 1.4 metres high. They appear to be directly cemented o the underlving,
brickwork.

The plain green 67 x 37 tiles cover most of the arca. At a wall height of around onc
metre, five 67 x 67 green tiles spell out “Blood™, on the lett of the entrance door, and
“Bros” on the right. The lettering was white in colour. See Figure 8 and 9 (below).
Considerable rescarch was done on the origins of these tiles. The tiles utlised a dark
copper green glaze. Certainly, there are similar local and imported ules that have existed
but not with the very distinetive glaze colour and vartation.

- 'l;?.‘ i
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Expert Assessment No. 1

Ceramies expert and owner of Walker Ceramies', David Walker, and great-grandson of
the original owner of the Australian Tessellated Tile Company (NTTC) in Mitcham,
doar 14 Walker provided the author of this document with a verbal assessment™, He
could not conclusively contirm that the tles were made by NVTTC as there are no
records kept trom that era. He remarked that the glaze was tepical of 1900s-20s but did
not have an example i his small muscum collection. He concluded by saving that the
67 x 67 ales were very rare and should be keptac all costs.

Expert Assessment No. 2

Pottery expert, while rescarching insulators and pottery items at the RIS Archives in
2020721, was asked who may the best person who could otter an assessment on the
Blood Bros. Store’s ceramic tles. Without hesitation, he said he was certainly qualified
and would examine the ules tor his opinton. His services were gratis. His report 1s
shown in Figure 100 His qualitications are in Appendix x.

“Blood Bros.” building at Ringwood ¢.1920.

The ceramic facade "BLOOD BROS" to the Blood building s a pnme example of
majolica tiles wsed as devoration and identificanon of the business name. [ haven't seen tles used
like tns, where the business name 1s advertised i a senpt font and incorporated into the vle
There 1s a reasonable chance that the tiles were made by the Australian Tessellated Tile
Company i Mitcham  1f the building cannot be saved at very least the door and entrance facade
should be kept

1 am well qualified as an Austrahan ceranuc hustonan | have published many books,
curated exhibihons, advised NGV et

Gregory Hall

9775 8241

Whitchorse Historical Society

RDHS approached Whitchorse History Society, as its jurisdiction includes Mitcham,
the domain of the Australian Tesscllated Tile Company. The President rcsp(mdcd'“
with photos of NTTC tiles, from their colleetion, and saving ** ... we don't have any
information on the manufacruring date for these tiles. We don't have much information
as most of the items we have were found on the site when it was abandoned and

rescued by someone.” These are shown in Figures T and 12 (below).

W alker Coramics, 5 Ml cllan Streer, Bavswater, Victora, www.walkerceramics.com.au
alk : . !

[nrervien on |4

5. 0200 ematl trom \Vickn Jones Fvans

-0
(DI cmber 2

vl 2021 ar Walker Ceramices office
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Frowrc 110" 6" corame VTTC Tl (WIS Collecrion

Greg Hill compared the photos of the WHS ales with the actual Blood Bros. Store tiles
and concluded that had similar glazes and design. Teis very Tikely the Blood Bros. Store
tiles are rare examples trom Walker’s Austrahan Tessellated Tile Company based in
Mitcham.

7.5 Pre-WWI Commercial Development

Ringwood, since its inception i the 1830s, was alwavs 1o be destined a commercial huly
of the local district. Not only was the town well-placed on s castwest route from
Melbourne to the Yarra Valley and bevond, north-south crossroads enabled carly
miners, agriculture workers and local residents aceess o a range of shops and !

businesses.

West Ringwood was serviced by the Coach and Horses Hotel, a oeneral store POSt

oftice and a blacksmith, as Mitchell and Cobb & Co. coaches and other trattic passed

through. By the late 1890s/carly 19005, these businesses became less Important

10
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Iast Ringwood, centred around the mining, and brick and tile making industry, from
the 1860s, was a larger commercial hub, including a larger hotel and a smaller one, a
stock sales marker, mounted police, butcher, bakery, a number of stores, the
community hall, recreation reserve and Cass™ school. The tirst Blood Bros. Store was
located here.

As the Land Boom went pear-shaped in the 18905, the Fast Ringwood industries
became less important. The railway station was built in 1882, between cast and west,
tollowed by the highly-prized railway goods shed in 1887, The Ringwood State School
was butlt in 1885, combining both the Heatherdale Road school in the west and Cass’
School in the cast.

Activity began to gravitate towards central Ringwood at the turn of the century, .\
difticulty was that Ringwood was part of the South West Riding of the Lillvdale Shire
and 1t was otten hard to justity the building of intrastructure, based on residential
numbers and the taxes they generated.

Sull, atter much discussion and, often, heated arguments the Mechanies™ Institute was
built opposite the railway station in 1909, The “new™ Ringwood was beginning to form.
In 1911, the Ringwood Coolstores was constructed and was a huge boon to local
orchardists.

Mention must be made of Capt. 1T Miles who not only brought his tamily to
Ringwood trom Tasmania, around 1906, but a very profitable, international tin-mining
cnterprise. He had the benetit ot having a very asture business itellect and, at the same
time, a dedicated communitv-minded attitude.

Fle was prime mover in the building of the Cottee Palace and Block Buildings in 1912,
in which he had his international dredging business oftice at Renong Chambers. He
was involved in building the doctor’s surgery at 10-12 Warrandyte Road, the Kendall’s
Pines Hospital in 1916 and numcerous other constructions.

John Parker built his business south of the railway, across Greenwood Avenue trom
the newly-constructed Methodist Church. The Rechabites Hall was down Station Street
and another coftee palace nearby.

The first true Ringwood commercial hub had been developed. In 1914/15, both Pratt’s
butcher and Blood Bros. Store relocated to central Ringwood using the skills and same
design of Rov Wilkins.

Despite the intervention of WWI, of which Ringwood contributed more than its fair
share of volunteers, Ringwood was truthfully on the map as a major profit-making

nuclcus.

With ongoing development of Ringwood, older buildings were demolished and
replaced. The Blood Bros. Store remains as the only remnant of pre-WWI
commercialism. It plays a very important heritage role to remind residents and investors
that commercial ventures such as Costco and Fastland had its roots in this humble, but
very important, store.



HERITAGE ASSESSMENT - BLOOD BROS. STORE
RINGWOOD & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY

7.6 Owners - Arthur and William Blood

The Blood family are pioncers of Ringwood. As Hugh Anderson, the author of
Ringwood’s history book:-

“T'he Blood family, and their descendants are both widespread and important to the history of
Rengwood.”"

William Blood Snr came from Box Hill to Ringwood around the 1870s and acquired
land the south end of Dublin Road, formerly called “Blood™s | LI His parents,
Robert Blood and Jemima Rowlstone were also pioneers of Box Hill, coming to
Australia from Fngland in the 1840s. William was their eldest child and married Timma
Ainger, parents to William Jnr and Arthur — the Blood Bros.

Other sons of Robert and Jemima, John and George, also move to Ringwood and
acquired land and lived there for many vears.

Arthur married Honora “Nora™ Wilson, whose tamilv owned land in Ringwood I-ast near

the old Maroondah Council’s Civie Centre. The Wilson's house was named “The Mines™
and the nearby Wilson Street was named after the familv, Arthur and his siblines atrended
. ) : ' . h ‘

schools in the Ringwood arca.

Arthur was a Foundation member ot the Ringwood Borough Council on which he served

for fourteen vears. During that dme, he was Mavor for three consecutin e terms over the
ditficult imes during the Great Depression. He was vital at assisting the residents of

Y Place of Many Tragkes, lugh Anderson
T he Reporter, 1 Jun 1920
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Ringwood during that time.

Mrs Blood'™, Ringwood’s Mavoress, convened a mecting to torm the Ringwood Cre quet

Club, located at the Ringwood Bowls Club. This club continues to exist todav. Minnic was

also Chair of the Ringwood \uxiliary of the Children's Hospital, Ringwood Baby FHealth
S A ‘ fan . 1 D)

Centre | Ringwood Benevolent Sociery through the 19305 depression vears'™

\rthur was the Foundation President of the Ringwood Bowling Club and a Foundation
member. He introduced The Re. Hon (Sir) RG Menzies KT, AR, CH, QC, "N\, I'RS,
Attorneyv-General, 1o perform the 1932 official opening of the Ringwood Bowling Club.
Robert Menzies later went on to become \ustralia’s 12" Prime Minister.

I CHL T 1D RS Vezormey Gonerad pormormmns ta 1932 aigicial oo ar 1o C il

Arthur also served on the Ringwood Show Committee, Treasurer of the Ringwood
Citizens” Brass Band,

Arthur was instrumental at developing the Blood Bros. Block Iimporium at the corner of
Adclaide Street and Whitchorse Road. This business was innovative, in that a vast range of

voods were sold, such as clothing, foorware, kitchen ware and many other houschold

1ems.

Builder - Roy Wilkins

John Benjamin Wilkins” heritage was like many other Ringwood pionceer families, his

[ern Tree € sullv News, 12 5¢p 1951

S lern

L orn Tree Gullv News, 14 Nov 1931
Tree Gullv News, 21 Noy 1931
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father coming from Britain in the 1850s, to escape I.ondon and try their hn'm.ncs‘ on
the Victorian goldficlds. He was born at the Tiery Crecek g()]dﬁcld, near Beautort, later
moving to St Kilda to practice his trade as a bootmaker. The 1880s land boom, "?“‘ the
subscquent depression in the next decade, made arcas like Ringwoc d very ;1111";101\'(' 1o
live. In 1882, the railway line was extended trom Hawthorn to Lilvdale, the brick and
tile industry was booming and much of the narural bushland was cleared. In the lH‘)“.\
the scenario was ripe for potential orchardists to buy cheap land, plant crops and sull
-arn a living locally as a labourer or worker,

The Wilkins family moved to Ringwood in 1896, with a wife and 9 children. John
pursued his old occupation but was an avid gardener and was often on the Ringwood
Horticultural Socicty commirttee or on the Show judging pancl. He was on the
Ringwood Progress League in the 1910s and had the family home on one acre of land
in Ringwood Street. The children attended schools and the Church of England at
Ringwood, some marrving local families, socialising with sporting or community
groups, or working in the arca.

Of upmost importance in this assessment are the life and times of two of John and
Minnic’s sons — Rov Gladstone Wilkins and Jay Wilkins. Both were backbone citizens
of Ringwood and significant people in the communiry.

Andrew Kennedy was the best-known builder in Ringwood, building the Pines
'ather of Ringwood ™, Caprain \'T

.

Hospital and the first commercial buildings, tor the
Miles, in Main and \delaide Streets in the period of 1911-12. These buildings included
the Cottee Palace, the Block Buildings that housed the other Blood Bros. store, the
Lillvdale Shire Ottice and Renong Chambers, out ot which 12T Miles ran his
international tin dredging operation. The vear 1912 denoted the beginning ot
commercial building in Ringwood, as opposcd to discrete shops built for the
owners/operators, where space could be rented tor profies. In many respects, 1t began
the rapid growth that has now cumulared into Fastland and other developments. As
mentioned previoushv e was alwavs on the cards that Ringwood, because ot s
geographical location, would develop inro a large commercial hulb.

Andrew Kennedy emploved both Roy and Jay Wilkins as apprentices, and both later
went out on therr own as builders/painters pre-WWL Both worked on building the
Pratt’s store at the corner of Warrandvte and Whitchorse Roads (see figure 135). Jav was
a partially-paid tireman at the new Ringwood Fire Station, served as one of Ring\\'; od's
volunteers in WWT and, sadly, died on tire duty in 1941, He is honoured by the
Mcetropolitan Fire Brigade on its honour board. '

His son, Bill Wilkins OANM 15 an Honorary T'reeman ot the City (Maroondah
Council)"”, being a Councillor at the City of Ringwood from February 1977 unuil
August 1989, Mavor trom 1985 1o 19806, Lite Member ot the RI( Iv\.;md actively
supporting various sporting clubs, scouts and major roles in many other communin
organisations. Bill also has the Council’s Bill Wilkins Volunteer Nward named in his
honour. Bill Wilkins was an avid Scouter and supported Ringwood scouting troops as a
scout, leader and administrator. The Bedtord Park (17 Ringwood) Scout Hall is named
the "Bill Wilkins Lodge™, to acknowledge his service 1o Scouting.

M hups:/ /www.nmaroondah.vie.govau/Community support business/Communiny celebrations crizenship and awards Honoran
I'reeman-of the Ciry
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Rov Wilkins was a well-regarded builder in Ringwood. He was also related to Arthur
Blood’s, marrving his cousin, Mabel (Blood), daughter of John Blood. Rov built many
shops and houses within the Ringwood arca.

' Py Mo it e ROGW i CooW filoedd
e ~—————

Cr.d B McVpin 20 His Waorship the Mayor Cr. W. Mackinlay.
Cre. A Temple SMlies,

BOROUGH ol SO baoits Wilo MET POoR THEIR SECOND MEETING
ON THURSHAY BAST

I vooere 16 Ronenond Borowd: C ognerl in 1924

Rov was a well-known cricketer and served on The Ringwood Cricket Club’s
Committee as Sceeretary, delegate to the RDC A and many other duties. He is a | .ife
Member ot the RDCA and a MUTOOI Trustees for the (Ilast) Ringwood Reserve. He
served on the Committee of the Ringwood Football Club.
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Bricks

Bricks and insulators were locally produced in the Fast Ringwoc d (formerly

Ringwood) arca trom the late 1850s/carly 1860s until the late 1920s. Farly examples

were hand-made. Automatic brick presses were introduced in the 18805 1n Ringwood
and, on the recent demolition of the Club Horel, it was found that the chimney bricks

were from a local brick works.

It is very likely that the Blood Bros. Store also used locally-produced bricks which arc

considered rare, as only one example exists, in the RDHS Archives.

“1rom RDHS Archives
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INCORRECT ASSESSMENT MEASURES

8.1

8.2

8.3

Condition of the Asset

Nowhere in The Burra Charter'™ does the condition of the building, form a conditional
argument when assessing the Charter’s eriterion. "There is an implied expectation that
cvery heritage asset can be restored to an acceptable condition.,

The presence of such things as white ants, drv rot, water damage, vermin and structural
problems may be a determining factor for costs and budgets, renovation timelines or
the lack of available skilled labour but the Charter endorses the value of heritage and
that evervehing can be fixed.

Modification of the Asset

Nowhere in The Burra Charter s it suggested or implied that any moditications to any
part or parts of the asser will annul any heritage assessment. Every heritage irem in the
Maroondah Ciry Council Herirage Overlay list, excluding tlora, has had some sort of
alteration. Some changes include wiring, clectrical work, internal painting, non-heritage
rooting, new kirchens (including kitchenware, white goods, benches and cupboards)
and extensions.,

The Ringwood Clocktower 1s a prime example where, after its rebutlding, only contains

a tew original items, such as the dome, clocktace and WWT plaques. Yet, because of its
very high cultural significance to Ringwood’s community, its modifications are of little
tO NO IMportance.

It is acknowledged that the Hertrage Overlay program only addresses tew stipulated
moditications, such as paint work.

It is an expectation that, when describing and assessing parts of the building, that
signiticant intact clements be highlighted.

Nomenclature of the Asset

In many of the Maroondah City Council’s public documents and correspondence, for
example, the webpage referring to proposed carpark™, the heritage asset (HO3) has
been incorrectly called “Ringwood Cellars”. Whilst this may be error, stemming from
ignorance, 1t does create a sense ot discredit and belittlement of the heritage asset.

The name of the building is “Blood Bros. Store™. Tt refers to its original name and its
purposc, and the first proprictors’ names. It is these entities on which this assessment is
based. “Ringwood Cellars™, “Webdales™, “W] Blood Premier Store Grocer”, “Mac’s
Liquor™, “Sinclairs”, ““Tibbs Wince and Spirits”, and many other names, refer to the
business names that once operated in the original store and the extensions at the back
of the store. This document is not assessing these business names.

Pat rk

astradi 10 INOS Burra Charter, 2013
wawnmaroondah.vic.ge nau/Development/Developing- Maroondah / Maroondah-pre sjects/ Maroondah-projects/Ringwood-

17
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9 CONFLICT OF INTEREST WITHIN COUNCIL

9.1 Owner and Approver
The Maroondah City Council owns the Blood Bros. Store land on which the pre posed
car park will be built. If the car park does go ahcad then various pl;mning documents
will have to submitted to Council. It appears, therefore, that Council will act as owner.
of the land and also give itself permission to build. Clearly, this appears like contlict ot
interest, for the benefit of the Council.

In the above scenario, there is obvious conflict of interest within Council. The new
Local Government Act 20207, Division 2—Conflict of interest, addresses such

conflicts and deals with them as serious breaches of the law.

As the original intent of the purchase of the Store and the associated land was to build
a car park, transferring ownership to another entity in order to avoid a contlict of
interest, must still be viewed as having an owner/approver relationship. This other
entity can still be considered as having the Council’s intent in mind.

10 OBLIGATION OF COUNCIL
10.10wner and Heritage Overlay Obligation

The City of Maroondah has the responsibility to maintain the requirements of the
Heritage Overlay on this heritage asset, which it has failed to do. Tt is currently s in a bad
state externally, far worse than when the last business operated trom the rear of the
building,.

As the City of Maroondah also maintains the legal requirements, as custodian ot the
Heritage Overlay program, it has clearly not enforced its legal obligation towards the
owner of the Blood Bros. Store, which is tselt.

Whilst this may be viewed as tatlure to maintain to a Heritage Overlay building, and a
failure of the council to police the Heritage Overlay responsibilities, the combination of
both failures could be interpreted as trving to gain an advantage by Heritage neglect. This
has clearly influenced the contracted heritage advisor, vet the practice 1s severely viewed
upon by Heritage Victorta and like-minded organisations.

23 hups:/ /waww localgovernment.vic.pov.aus council-governance /local government act 2020
8 8 8 b
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CAR PARK ALTERNATIVES

The most logical Tocation for extended a car park would be over the current car parks. Basic
caleulations clearly show that the proposed number of car parking spaces could casily fit on a
multi level arrangement on the space already used for parking, Talking to council’s staft, this
option was not pursued with much endeavour, it not atall. The reason given was one of
political bias, of not using Federal Coalition finance on Victorian State-owned property.

Analvsis has been done by multiple sources on the choice of Ringwood for a new car park. Tt
s not the goal of this document to pursue this analysis, but solely focus on the heritage
worth ot Blood Bros. Store.

19
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12 ASSESSMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This scction brings together all the evidence gathered to provide an assessment of the
architectural, cultural and acsthetic values associated with the heritage building
located at 1 Bedford Road, Ringwood.

A\ comparative analysis will compare the heritage values of this building, with those
of similar in the City of Maroondah. .\ Statement of Signiticance will summarisce the
heritage values associated with the precinet,

12.1 Assessment against criteria

Cultural significance

Importance to the course. or pattern, of the Ringwood's cultural history. (Criterion 4)

The Blood Bros. Store represents the pre-WWT movement of the original Ringwood,
at the corner of Maroondah Highwav and Mi. Dandenong Road, to the new location
centred around the Ringwood Railway Station. This is very significant because it
denoted the end of the mining cra, in which Ringwood sought its wealth. Tt cnabled a
divided Ringwood — West Ringwood and Fast Ringwood = to come together and
centralised community assets, such as the Mechanies™ Institute, banks, schools and
churches.

The movement also saw the businesses of Ringwood move to a location that was
accessible from the south (Wantirna and Vermont), south-cast (Boronta and
Bavswater), cast (Crovdon, Kilsvth and bevond), north (Wonga Park and
Warrandvte), north-west (Doncaster and Templestowe) and west (Mitcham).

Therefore, it was alwavs on the cards that Ringwood would become a commercial
hub, to service neighbouring towns. The Blood Bros. — Arthur and William — had the
insight to see this and built shops on both sides ot the ratlway in the 19105,

Rarity significance

Possession of uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of our cultural history (Criterion B)

The Blood Bros. Store exhibits rare tles that show the experience and skills of the local brick
and tle factories in the Mitcham/Ringwood arca. These industries were major commercial
developments, servicing Melbourne's building boom.

Technical and Aesthetic significance

Importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics. (Criterion £)
Importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement at o
particular period. (Criterion )

Aesthetically, the facade of the Blood Bros. Store is attractive display ot tiles and

20
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window displavs. The tiles have been assessed as a rare example of locally-produced
ceramics. Greg Hill and RDHS endorse that because the ceramic items are in situ, and
the aesthetic nature of the facade.

Social significance

Strong or special association with a particular community: or cultural group for social,
cultural or spiritual reasons. This includes the significance of a place due to cultural
traditions (Criterion G)

The Blood Bros. Store aligned with the movement of Ringwood to a location opposite
the railwayv station, combining various shops trom the west and cast, to create a central
commercial hub and serviced nearby towns.

Associative significance

Special association with the life or works of a person. or group of persons, of importance in

our history (Criterion H)

The Blood and Wilkins dvnasties are assoctated with ‘The Store — as owner and builder.
They both were extremely active in the community, taking many roles on the Borough
Council and other local organisations. There are few tamilies in Ringwood that have
made such a mark on the ciry.

The dynasties have remained in Ringwood and are stll contriburing to the benefit of the
community. The Store is a lasting tribute to them tor impact they made on Ringwood’s
SOCICTY.

12.2 Comparative analysis

The Blood Bros. Store is one of Ringwood’s oldest heritage assets and is the only
existing commercial building of the pre-WWL Thercfore, a comparative analysis with
similar structures in Ringwood, is not possible. I'rom that point of view, it 1s an
extremely important heritage asset that shows the development and commercial
growth over the last 100 years in Ringwood.

As this assessment heavily relies on the cultural importance of the store, the Ringwood
Clocktower probably has the nearest comparable heritage asset. This asset has been
central to the people of Ringwood and always remained as a prominent landmark.
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13 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

13.1 What is significant

The Blood Bros. Store is Ringwood’s oldest commercial heritage asset as well as the

only pre-WWT shop.

13.2 How is it significant?
The Blood Bros. Store satisfies a number of significance criteria in its heritage
assessment. They are cultural, rarity, technical, acsthetie, social and associative
signiticances.

13.3 Why is it significant?
The Blood Bros. Store satisfies a number of significance criteria in its heritage

assessment:-

Cultural significance: The Blood Bros. Store represents the pre-WWI movement of the
original Ringwood to the new location centred around the Ringwood Railway Station.

Rarity significance: The Blood Bros. Store exhibits rare tiles that show the experience and
skills of the local brick and tile factories in the Mitcham/Ringwood arca.

Technical and Aesthetic significance: Acsthetically, the fagade of the Blood Bros. Store
is attractive display of tiles and window displays. The tiles have been assessed as a rare
example of locally-produced ceramics.

Social significance: The Blood Bros. Store aligned with the movement to create a central
commercial hub around central Ringwood.

Associative significance: The Blood and Wilkins dynasties are associated with The Store
—as owner and builder. They both were extremely active in the community, taking many
roles on the Borough Council and other local organisations.

R}
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14 COUNCILLOR SUPPORT

hieps:

waww L loc

INITIAL CONTACT WITH COUNCIL

\ letter was sent to all MCC Councillors, C15O), Steve Kozlowski and Director Strategy &
Community, Phil Turner on 15 September 2020, Tr cited the disregard for consultation with the
RDHS and the public concerning the replacement of the Blood Bros. Store with a car park. This
was the first correspondence from RDHS following the February 2019 purchase of the land and
butlding,

\ response was given by the CEO the next day swating, ™ ... assessment will appraise the veracity of
NI heritage statenent of sionificance jor the building, the current state of the butlding, and provide adrice on
whcther it should be retained or not, and if so, in what form.”

No response was given by any Councillor, concerning the RIDHS issucs.
OBLIGATION OF COUNCILLORS
It 1s noted, from Division 3 of the Local Government et 20207 that

28 Role of a Councillor

(1) The role ot every Councillor is—

() to participate in the decision making of the Council; and

(b) to represent the interests of the municipal community in that decision making; and ....”

FURTHER RESPONSES
In the 2020 pre-Council elections, all candidates were given the option to respond to the question,

“The 116-year old Blood Bros. Store is currently under threat of demolition from a $15m
council car park project in Station St. What would a councillor do when there is clearly
public opinion against the move?”

Suzyv Stojanovic, who was later clected ro the MeAlpin Ward said,

I hare signed the petition to protect the Blood Bros Store budlding. I it's at all possible to stop it’s demolition | will
put crery cffort into retaining this important local heritage building. 10's inportant that 1 don’t orerstate my position
regarding developments and end up blocked from decision making. What 1 will say is that 1 am bere to represent the
people of Maroondab, and Ne-Vipin ward specifically. So if the majority swant to retain a piece of heritage, 1 see it
s ey role lo adrocate for this to be represented in what happens to that building.”

Nora Lamont, later clected to Wonga Ward and Deputy Mavor, said,

| Conncillor wonld not 2o against the wishes of the commmnity if public sentiment was against the denmlition.
Proper commnily consullation is necessary before any more is made with this proposal.”

No other clected Councillor made an opinion.

Aloovernmentvic.govau/council governance /local government-act-2020)
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15 ADVOCACY

The tollowing correspondence contributed to the advocacy of reraining, the historic Blood Bre
Store. These organisations and individual are classed in leaders in the ficld of heriage.

Advocacy is a powerful component to heritage assessment because 1t engages cxpcrlcnu-d groups
and offers views of heritage and its evaluation.

AL Roval Historical Society of Victoria
B.  National Trust of Australia (Vicroria)

. Gavin Fry, Heritage Consulrant
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28 September 2020

Mayor and Councillors,
City of Maroondah.

maroondah ¢ maroondah.vic. gov.au
Dear Mayor and Councillors
Proposed Demolition of former Blood Bros Store

The Royal Historical Socicty of Victoria (RHSV) is a peak body representing approximately 340
community historical socictics throughout the state. It has been active on history and heritage issucs
since its formation in 1909. The RHSV Heritage Commuttee is accountable to the RHSV Council
and has specific responsibility for preparing submissions and Liaising with other relevant heritage
bodics conceming the uscs and preservation of heritage-protected buildings and sites. The
committee encourages its affiliates to make submissions on relevant local as well as state heritage
matters and, where appropriate, acts in support of their submissions.

The Ringwood and District Historical Society has called to our attention a Council proposal to
demolish the former Blood Bros. Store (¢ 1914), which 1s covered by a Heritage Overlay (HOS), to
make way for a multi-storey car park. We share the Historical Society’s grave concemns.

We understand that the Council acquired the store at | Bedford Road, together with an adjoining
allotment, for around two million dollars in February 2020 and has since then completed the
consolidation of the development site with the closure of a parcel of discontinued roadway at the
end of August 2020.

The Council’s website tells us that the Australian Government is providing $60 million for the
project [$15m for Ringwood carpark] and that construction is expected to commence in carly to
mid-2021. Astonishingly, the website says nothing about community consultation or obtaining
planning approvals.

We are astonished that all this has happened without any consideration of the significance of the
heritage place, despitc its being covered by a long-standing Heritage Overlay. How could anyone
believe that the Council will give serious consideration to the possible retention of the building
when that could imperil a + $62 million dollar project on which millions of dollars have alrcady
been spent?

1o
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The website makes it clear that no planning permit has yet been applied for and tells us that an. .
independent planning consultant will prepare a report on the proposed changes of use and that it:

will also include a heritage assessment of the Ringwood Cellars, including the veraciny of e
existing heritage statement for the building, the current state of repair of the building, and
provide advice on whether it should be retained or not, and if so in what form

However, we already know from the Statement of Significance for the former Blood Bros. Store
that the building is of regional significancc, and, while that term is not gencrally in usc today, it
means that from the outset it was considered to be of greater than local significance ‘as a rare and
relatively intact rural Edwardian corner shop’ and that it is ‘socially significant as known and
valued as a landmark used by the community for orientation and part of the sense of identity of the
place’.

These characteristics will not have changed over the years but the independent consultant is going
to be askced to examinc ‘the veracity of the existing heritage statement for the building '. Veracity is
not an issuc. The text of the Heritage Overlay is true. It would be open to Council to initiate a new
Heritage Study to review the building's status, but until that is donc the Heritage Overlay as
originally passed by Council retains its force.

Unfortunately, Council have failed to follow proper process and have begun by spending moncy on
the development before considering the heritage issues. Every pant of this process, which until very
recently scems to have been conducted in seeret, suggests that all the key decisions have already

been made and that the exhibition of the plans for public comment is regarded simply as a necessary

process to meet legal requirements. This also places the heritage consultant in an invidious position
and raiscs the question of just how independent a henitage assessment can be in these
circumstances.

Proper process has been reversed. The question of demolition should have been considered at the
outsct, togcther with a number of alternative options. If the Council had then decided that
demolition was the best course of action, that view would have been tested through the exhibition
and public submission process so that Council would then be in a better position to consider public
submissions with an open mind.

Nevertheless we urge Council, respectfully but strenuously, to consider all possible alternatives,
even at this late stage. This could include finding alternative sites for the car park or retaining the
store as part of the overall development. If it is not possiblec to find another site. Council's pnionty
should be to develop an innovative design which retains the store and makes it into a focal point for
the community. And Council must now adhere to proper procedure, with appropnate community
consultation and planning processes. before pursuing this project further.

Yours,

—
0 Uesaar

(Professor) Charles Sowerwing,
Chair, Heritage Committee,
Royal Historical Socicty of Victoria.
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Steve Kozlowsk

Ema ccnsenatiantnattrust com au

vig 3002

Chief E):P(UEIVE’ Officer Web waw nationaltrust org.au

Maroondah City Council

T 026556 9218

PO Box 156
Ringwood VIC 3134

CC: Phellip Turner, Director Strategy and Community
£ maroondah@imaroondah.vic.gov.au

Re: Former Blood Brothers Store, 1 Bedford Road, Ringwood
Dear M1 Kozlowsk

The National Trust of Austraha (Victona) (National Trust) 15 the state s largest community-
based herntage advocacy organisation actively working towards conserving and protecting
our hertage tor future generations to enjoy. representing 30 000 members across Victona.

As Victona's premier heritage and conservation organisation the National Trust has an
interest in ensuning that the wide range of natural. cultural, social and Indigenous heritage
values of the muniapality are protected and respected, contributing to strong. vibrant and

prosperous comm unities.

The Jubilee Park Residents Group and the Ringwood District Historical Society recently
alerted the National Trust te a proposal by Marcondah City Counal for a multi-level carpark
at 1 and 1A Bedford Road, Ringwood, a site which was purchased by Council in February
2020 We note that Council has publicly stated that t considers the carpark to be a priority
project, with funding having been secured from the Commonweath.

As you will be aware, the proposed site includes the Former Blood Brothers Store, which is
covered by a Heritage Overlay (HOS5) in the Maroondah City Council Planning Scheme. The
Staternent of Significance notes that "It s architecturally significant as a rare and relatively
intact rural Edwardian corner shop™ and that it 1s “socially significant as known and valued as
a landrark used by the commumity for onientation and part of the sense of identity of the
place” (Victonan Heritage Database).

We feel strongly that Council has not given adequate consideration to the hentage impacts
this proposal will have on the Former Blood Brothers Store, and community concerns

regarding this matter.
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Firstly, we would have expected Council to have undertaken due diligence regarding the
heritage values of the site prior to its selection as the proposed location of a new

development.

We understand that Council is commissioning planning report to inform a future planning
permit application, including a hentage assessment of the Blood Brothers Store. This
approach is counter to best practice in hentage management, including the process outhned
in the Burra Charter (The ICOMOS Charter for Places of Cultural Signtficance), which holds
that an understanding of cultural significance for a place should be established pnor to
deasions regarding its management.

Currently, Council's own website states that “Council is making it a priotity to ensure the
carparks are designed and constructed as quickly as possible”, and that construction 1s

expected to commence 1n early to mid-2021".

These statements, as well as the steps Council has already taken to facilntate the
development on the subject site, appear to pre-empt Council's own planning processes, and
the outcome of the heritage assessment, presenting the development as a fott accompli and

undermining public confidence in the planning process.

We respectfully call on Council to undertake further community consultation regarding this
proposed development prior to the lodgement of a planning application. While the
community will have an opportunity to provide feedback once the planning perrmit has been
advertised, we understand that consultation has not been undertaken in regard to alteinative
sites or feedback on the proposal overall.

We feel strongly that any future development of the Former Blood Brothers Store site should
be respectful of the architectural and soaal significance identified in the existing Staterment
of Significance We welcome the opportunity to provide support to Council to ensure the
heritage values of this place are respected and celebrated as part of any future changes

| welcome you to contact this office on 9656 9818 or with me directly at

felicity.watsop@pattrust.com au to discuss this matter further.

Kind Regards,

%(A)W\J

Felicity Watson
Executive Manager — Advocacy
National Trust of Australia (Victoria)
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Gonari Fry
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The tlected Courcliors
City of Marocondan

PO Box 156
Rirgwocd VIC 3134

Dear Councilor

Fam wnting 1o you and your ¢olleagues 10 express my 2real Conceim over plans that
woule appear to iInclude the demoliton of the ‘ormer Bload Brotners store at

| Becford Road. | realse there have already been many voices rased ir support of the
cete~uon, and restoratior, of tis small but impertar: remrant of Ringwood's past, but |
WOl e 10 add ene more vorce,

Ycu mght quest or why someone who lives 1000 «lometres away would have sucn
a1 imterest, but | was bom in Ringwoed and spent my eardy years just a short walk away
from the buldng 1t wads oy fist expenence of 4 shep and s deeply mbedded m my
cardiest memones. While | left Rngwocd many yeas ago. | Pave watched the town
270w and cmange over the years, at times for the better. but 450 fo the worse.

I understand Sullweli she importance of deve opig cac infrastructure and tasing
dvantage of fund ng arrangements from higher levels of poverrment when they anse.
But tne 'ue of funding snould not bind us to the reed to 0ok to the hentage and
nstory shdat bas credted wha we have today. | have worked e senror posiions in all
three levels of 2ovemment ang have seen at close nand the pressares at work to ‘gt
thngs dore’. Whie | nave retired from full-ume wor, Istll act as a consultant and
adviser 1o the Commonwedlth Government 111 the fields of arts and hentage and
ar-desstand the sabtie balance required.

It 15 posable ta combine new development with an awareness and respect for
nentage and community history. Seeking to preserve what ittle remains of our built
nentage 1s not standng in the way of progress’. but a way of building community
coheaon and uadersiand ng about the nature of our socicty.

At 1 personal level. | was delighted when Counci acquired ‘our of my works from an
oxhbitor held at the Marcondah Access Gallery n 2016, The irony was that the
drawengs depicted the four houses | nad iived in within the boundanes of the old
Borough of Ringwood. all of which have been demolished in the name of progress.

Fapert e oo Mo b it o b e K R dates Gt Gl Bges e

Srareresavet ob A

29




HERITAGE ASSESSMENT - BLOOD BROS. STORE
RINGWOOD & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Guvin Fry
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| do ask you to give real and open consideration to saving and re-purposing what 1s 4
small but significant hertage building. With imagination and good planning, car parks can
be developed in all manner of places, but once lost, hentage buldings and the history
they embody are gone forever.

'/ . ~
P ?) (24

— j

Gavin Fry
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16 MEDIA REPORTS

\ number of media articles have been written by The Age, Herald-Sun and Maroondah 1.eader.

:\()llg‘ have been instigated by Ringwood & District Historical Society and are the result of
independent reporting.

[tas up 1o the reader to aceept the credibility of cach report but they do serve as good place-
markers tor current opinion and community issucs.
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Ringwood railway station $15 million carpark planned for site of
Blood Brothers bottle shop
Herald-Sun (Leader Community News) — September 18, 2020

A Ringwood bottle shop which has stood for more than 100 vears has an unclear future under plans
to build a giant multi-deck carpark tor commuters.

Maroondah Council has picked the site on the corner of Bedford and W arrandvte roads tor the 480-
spot carpark after it was promised $15 million in Federal Government funding in F'ebruary 2019,
The site is next to Ringwood railway station and is home to the historic Blood Brothers building,
which was built in 1914, Part of the building is used as a Celebrations drive-through bottle shop.
‘The council voted to discontinue the road on the site in June to progress its planning for the carpark
project.

Donna Mackinnon, who plans to contest the new Wonga ward ar the October 24 counctl clections,
started a petition this week for the council to find a different site. The petition led 1o widespread
discussion on community Facebook groups and had received nearly 570 signatures as of 10am on
riday. Ms Mackinnon felt the building was “significant as an example of Lidwardian corner shop
architecture” and feared it was destined for the wrecking ball. “*Commuters want more carparking,
but a significant heritage building should not be bulldozed to provide it,” she wrote. “Council should
be building this on current carpark sites at Ringwood station.”

Cr Nora Lamont, who 1s also sct to run for Wonga ward, took to her councillor Facebook page 1o
address “misinformation™ she felt was circling in the communuy. Cr Lamont said the site had a
heritage overlay which was sull in place and an external consultant would be hired to assess the sie
for the proposed carpark.

“It will then go out to the public tor comment and consultation at which tume evervone i the
community can have therr sav about the plans and what that might look like and whether they
approve or disapprove.” she wrote. Cr Lamont later responded to a commenter’s query and said
“nothing 1s st n stone™.

A staft member at the botle shop was unaware of the plans when Maroondah Leader visited on
Thursday and didn’t comment turther. Readers on Maroondah Leader’s Tacebook page had ideas
on alternative sites tor the carpark.

Damian Buzza suggesied removing the Midway - Arcade on Maroondah Highwav, with an
underground pedestrian link to the staton. \ustin Smith thought it could be built on the corner of
Wantirna Rd at the tormer home ot mechanic Apine Aftaire, where a small carpark already exists.

The counctl was contacted tor comment.

Kiel Ligging, Maroondah Feader

7]
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Proposal for multi-level car park at Ringwood threatens Former

Blood Brothers Store
Blog of the National Trust of Australia (Victoria) — October 6, 2020%°

In Seprember, the Jubilee Park Residents Group and the Ringwood District Historical Society
alerted the National Trust to a proposal by Maroondah City Council for a multi-level carpark at 1
and T\ Bedford Road, Ringwood, a site which was purchased by Council in FFebruary 2020,

The proposed site includes the Former Blood Brothers Store, which is covered by a Heritage
Overlay (HO3) in the Maroondah City Council Planning Scheme. The Statement of Significance
notes that “Ivis architecrurally significant as a rare and relatively intact rural Fdwardian corner
shop™and that it is “socially significant as known and valued as a landmark used by the
community for orientation and part of the sense of identity of the place™ (Victorian Heritage
l);ll;l]):l.\‘c).

While Council has confirmed that they are in an “carly design and feasibility phase™, they also note
on their website that, *Council is making it a priority 1o ensure the carparks are designed and
constructed as quickly as possible™, and that “construction is expected to commence in carly ro

mid-2021",

W feel strongly that Council has not given adequate consideration to the heritage impacts this
proposal will have on the Former Blood Brothers Store, and community concerns regarding this
Mmatter.

Council has confirmed that they will be commissioning a planning report to inform a furure

planning permit application, including a heritage assessment of the Blood Brothers Store.

However, we are concerned that this approach is counter to best practice in heritage management,
8 8

including the process outlined in the Burra Charter (The 1COMOS Charter for Places of Culrural

Signiticance), which holds that an understanding ot cultural sienificance for a place should be

g 8 g
cstablished prior to decisions regarding its management.

Weare concerned that the steps taken by Council to facilitate this development appear to pre-
cmpt Council’s own planning processes, and the outcome of the heritage assessment, presenting
the developmentas a fait accompli, and undermining public confidence in the planning process.

¢ have written to Maroondah Ciry Council urging them to undertake further communiry
consultation betore proceeding with this proposed development, and prior to the lodgement of a

planning application.
COMMENTS ON BLOG
Russ Haines on October 11, 2020):-

“Nany thanks to the National "Vrust for takimg up this adrvocacy on onr behalf. " Uhis building was built in 1913
and heas the credentials to be saved. 11 this stage, the Maroondal City Conncil has laroely ionored public support
and we are worried that they are in a position to be both onner of the underlying property and, at the same tine,

Jutloe and jury of the fate of this historic shop. ™

Wb ||‘l|\['ld\l)('.’ll('.(H'L’,Jlll/ln;ll‘l)Ul](]‘,lh council proposes-mulii-level car-park at former-blood-brothers store- ringwood/
W : : :
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Robert New on October 11, 2020:-

“Ln my near thirty years employed mostly under the City of Rinenood (and later .\ Laroondaly C.C.) this building was
recognised Jor its cnllural value to the Ringwood community and survired development of the rocids and carpark s to
this day. ,

I the site is developed as a carpark: crery effort should be made to relocate the buldimg 1o a suttable site o preserre
its cultural sionificance.”

Russ Read on October 11, 2020:-

“Sugeest re-erection on the foreconrt of the non empty Conncil offices . Conld be an excellent coffec shop. Brelliant
rien of Dandenongs.”

Paula Herlihy on October 12, 202():-

“Uf you travel in Singapore and some other Asian conntries (thinking of Kl . and Malacca as well) the loss of charm
and the minimal gains made by the speed and lower cost of building from a scorched carth destruction is regretted in
the years that follon. One modern city looks just like the next, so why oo there? Singapore is atlenipling lo creale
charm non' the real charm is sone. Here we hare charm in abundance — an ideal coffee honse! L desion and
sttnation. Too bad there aren’t architects able to take up the challenoe and create a desion to tncorporate this, the
way church architects seemr to be able to. 1 lament the lack: of talent! 1m not surprised politicians and council
employees can't understand what makes people want to 1isit a locality! " Uhey Il just blame it all on covid 1 oness. But
maybe this is just a car park: jor people travelling thronsh on the train? Wholl want to risit Ringnood?™

Ms Robvn Tavlor on October 13, 2020):-

I understand the need for canparks adpacent to b railway stations, howcrer 1an disappointed 1o learn of the
threat of yet another picee of Rinewood's heritage disappearing. 1 lanent the old familiar buildings of mey past which
Lire a framenork of place. Ronenood has non next to nothing left of the placc 1 knew. " Uhe Rinonood Baths, the old
Vastland facade, and non: a last cxample of it corner store to be flattened if the derclopmicnt i approred. 1 aor
with an carlier correspondent, if Blood Bros store has to be remored, it mnst be relocated) rcbuilt somenhere s in
Ringmood so onr descondants can at kast hare an existing example of a township budlding, rathcr that vicwing them
n photographic form.”

Paul Asselman on November 26, 2020):-

1 as not long ago that a beantipil hoitage listed bonse was bulldozed by the current ommner withont o permt. 1
previons owner (he oy who owncd budut cuts) retained its historic charm for years and years. Uhe historse
propertics of Rinenood arc quick iy disappearing . Blood Bro's ninst be sared othernise there will be very litthe gt of
the old Rinonwood.”

Paul Asselman on November 26, 2020):-

“1twas not fong ago that a beantifinl horitage isted house was bulldozed by the current onner withont perniit on
Bedpord Road just up the road from Blood Bro's."Vhe previons onner (1 e oty who onned bidoet cuts) retaindd its
hastoric charm for years and years. Ve bistoric propertics of Rinenood are quickly disappearing . Blood Bro's mnst
be saved othernise there will be rery little left of the old Rinowood.”
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Carpark plans threaten historic building
Herald-Sun (Leader Community News) — December 2, 2020

For 100 vears, this ramshackle but much-loved picce of history has been a feature of Ringwood.
Now, s future 1s in doubt, and people are not happy. Maroondah residents have been assured they
will ger a sav in determining whether a historie 100-vear-old bottle shop will be knocked down for
a mult-deck carpark.

Maroondah Council has picked the site of the Blood Brothers building on the corner of Bedtord
and Warrandvie roads for the S15 million federally tunded project, first announced in February
2019, The building, built in 1914, is next to Ringwood ratlway station and is partially used as a drive-
through Celebrations bottle shop.

\ (OO signature ¢-petition was tabled at the council’s meeting on November 30, with councillors
voting to consider itas part of the planning process. Council officers understood at least 50 per cent
ot signatories lived i Maroondah. The pettion stated that the scelection process tor the site was
“flawed™ and called on the council to pick a new carpark location.

It also claimed community groups such as the Ringwood Historical Socicty were not consulted
betore the counctl purchased the site.

Dircctor of planning and community Phil Turner confirmed a heritage overlay was in place at the
site, which had triggered a review. Mr Turner said an external consultant was compiling a town
planning report on the best use of the sire, which would also consider the building’s heritage.
ollowing a question from Cr Rob Steane, Mr Turner confirmed the project would go through the
council’s regular planning permit process, which would include public consultation.

The Ringwood carpark is one of four planned at Maroondah railway stations, with others to also be
built at Crovdon, Heathmont and Heatherdale. Work has only begun at the Croydon carpark sire,
with site prcp:n';ni(ms and a road closure introduced in October. The council has refused to answer
1'c]w;1lcd inquirics about the Crovdon carpark from Maroondah I.cader, first sent in carly October.
Thev included questions about construction timelines, the change in the carpark’s original design,
and -;1llcm:ni\'c parking for commutcers during construction. The council’s director of operations,
tssets and leisure, Adam Todorov, previously said the site of the Crovdon Community Precinct
could be used as a temporary carpark. The council’s website indicates an expected completion date
tor the Crovdon carpark of October 2021.

kicl.cgging(@ news.com.au
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Car Park Plan hits Heritage Assessment
The Age (Capital Gain) — August 1, 2021

Correction to article: The local historical sociely was not inrolved in the petition; il nas driven by resident o

Mackinnon who also presented it to Maroondah City Comncil (see previons 1 crald-S o articles).

Car park plan hits heritage assessment

CAPITAL GAIN

Necole Lindsay

The saga of the Morrison government's marginal seat car park program
continues to shed intnguing details

Maroondah City Council. part of Housing Mimister Michael Sukkar s marginal
electorate of Deakin, chose a site for the Ringwood car park that s home to
one of the suburb's few remaining historical properties

Council told Capital Gain 1t was finalising a hentage assessment and historical overview of the
site, due this month, ahead of fresh community consultation

Last year locals were surprised to hear the site was going to become a multi-storey car park and
the local historical society presented a petition against 1t with 660 signatures

As part of its move to create the car park the council settled on a parcel of land at 1 Bedford
Road in February 2020, paying $2 milllon to Kast Australia The site was home to Blood Brothers
an intact 1914 Edwardian-era shop which traded for 95 years, mostly recently as the Ringwood
Cellars bottle shop Maroondah has owned the vacant land next door at 1A Bedford Road since
June 1989

The federal government has already forwarded $42 milhion to fund four car parks in the area
Council had “advocated at both state and federal levels” for the funding. a Maroondah
spokesperson said

There are four car parks in the works Only one in Croydon. has so far gone ahead
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How the Coalition car park promises went off the rails
The Age - July 24, 2021
This assessment nor RDHS wish to become embroiled in, nor comment on, the recent media

articles on the selection of car park sites. Yet the extract from The \ge’s July 24, 2021 article is
usctul to add context to the historic nature of the building,

“Ringwood

A\ borttleshop occupies the chosen site, provoking a stoush with National Trust duce to the site’s

historic nature. Mr Sukkar told Parliament in 2019, the plan was to build an extra 82 spaces. There

15 a State Government-owned car park with 158 spaces. ...
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17 COMMUNITY PETITION

In late 2020, local Maroondah resident and candidate for Wonga Ward, Donna AMackinnon, create

a campaign entitled *“To: Maroondah Council: Save Ringwood Heritage Building™. She used the

online facility at megaphonc.org.au.

STRUCTURE OF PETITION

The kevnote of the campaign said:-

Find an alternate site for the new Ringwood Station carpark
Why is this important?

“I'he Blood Brothers building on the corner of Bedfiord and W arrandyte Roads is a local landprark. 11 was budlt on
1914 and is significant as an example of Vzdwardian corner shop architecture. Naroondealr comncil wants to Knock
it donwn 1o bild a mnltistorey carpark. Commters want more carparking, but a significant herifaq butldin
shonld not be bulldozed to provide it. Comncil should be building this on curent carpark. sites at Ringnood

Station.”

Petitioners were asked tor:
First Name*

last Name*

Iimail*

Postcode”

Country

Occupation”

Union Member

Phone Number

* Mandatory answers required

There no incentives oftered 1o petitioners to sign the petition,
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RESULTS OF PETITION

O44 people signed the petition (inserted below). Ringwood & District Historical Society did not
drive nor call tor this partition, vet the petinion link was posted on the RDHS Tacebook for
comment and usage.

It must be noted that some people’s postcodes are not within the City of Maroondah but are,
cenerally, excresidents of Maroondah who have since lett the area. They also have a right to
expression their opinion, based on in their interest of the heritage of Maroondah. For example,

Julic- Nnn Fvans, who lives in Vermont, is a direet descendant of the Blood tamily, owners of the

Store.

Ninc people offered their opinions on the petition site:-

Yvonne Ryan 3135 I think it s important to save
Ringwood's hentage
Mark Morewood 3137  Look back now at what many Public servant
people think what happened all
those years ago when the onginal
Ringwood Town Hall was
demolished Once gone, it can’t
come back

Ron Meehan 3658 Many years ago, Ringwood used to retired
protect its development and
environment It's not a dissinilar
situation . "Why RINGBARK

Ringwood?"

Juhe Ann Evans (nee Blood) 3133 Part of my family hentage & 1T Manager
history 1 am a Blood!

Richard Claxton 3134 The fact that this buillding 15 tngineer

already covered by a herntage
overlay should be sufficient for
council to leave well alone Thisy
example of older architecture 15 an
important part of our local
heritage and cultural environment
It1s a far more pleasant part of
our scenery and should be
preserved for future generations

Karen Heywood 3134  This building 1s covered by a Chnical psychologist
heritage overlay and should
therefore be preserved and
restored, not ruined with an
unsightly multi-storey car park
Find a more suitable place for
developments!

Sally Woodward 3136 This buillding 1s in a heritage Secretanat
overlay and should not be knocked
down. Especially not for a railway
car park and especially not now
that COVID-19 15 resulting 1n a
significant decline in public
transport use

Pat GUILLEMAUD T3C 2W7 This 1s the history of Ringwood, we Retired
do not need to see further erosion
of our past
Margaret Rockow 3136 We need to value our hentage Library Officer

once it 1s gone, it 1s gone. What 1s
the point of a henitage overlay, if it
doesn't actually protect our
hentage buildings?
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PETITION TABLED AT COUNCIL MEETING

Donna Mackinnon called on the C1O of Maroondah City Council, Steve Kozlowski, to accept
and adopt the petition. This was achieved on Monday, 3( ™ November, 20207 (sce below).

E-PETITION IN RELATION TO - RINGWOOD CELLARS 1 BEDFORD
ROAD RINGWOOD ITEM 3

MOVED CR SYMON, SECONDED CR LAMONT 161/20

THAT COUNCIL NOTES THE E-PETITION, AND IT BE FURTHER CONSIDERED AS
PART OF A SUBSEQUENT TOWN PLANNING PROCESS FOR ANY PROPOSED
DEVELOPMENT OF THE LAND AT 1 AND 1A BEDFORD ROAD, RINGWOOD

CARRIED

“hupst/ /www.maroondah.vicgovau \bout Counal Council meenngs - \gendas and minutes, November 2020 \Minures pl3
b ! S 202 s,
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18 RAWORTH REPORT

18.1

18.2

Introduction

“This herttage impact assessment (HIS) was prepared at the request of the Citv of Maroondah, the
owner ot the subject property at I Bedtord Street; Ringwood. Tt relates to a_proposal to demolish

the existing shop on the site and construct a multi- storey car park Incorporating a commercial

tcn;mcy at the lower levels.™

Fhis report was commissioned by the City of Maroondah to assess a property that it owns, with a
view to demolishing a heritage asset. Judging by the introductory sentence (above) to the report,
Bryce Raworth had been provided with the expected outcome by their emplover.

The report began with some history of the site and the Blood family. Unfortunately, Raworth
confused “Main Road™, which was Mt Dandenong Road, and “*Main Street™, which was
Whitchorse Road (now Maroondah Highwav). \s a result, the author suggested the old
weatherboard store was the same (after “extensive alterations™) as the Main Sereet brick building,
which 1s incorreet (ref. page 3).

Blood Bros. Store

Unfortunately, Raworth incorrectly stated the incorrect build date of the Store (ref. page 8). There

arc many other maccuracies such as “a police station was located behind the shop™, when it was

acrually 50-60 metres up Bedford Road, and only on a temporary basis.

The report plaved down any significance of importance. It tailed to assess any cultural, social or
associative significance that, clearly, 1s apparent to any heritage consultant who 1s knowledgeable
about Ringwood’s culture.

Scetion 6.0 (page 27) conveniently discusses the development proposal, describing the car park
building after Blood Bros. Store is demolished. Tt is hard to believe that any credible heritage
consultant would present such a bias view towards the proposed outcome.

The report finishes by saving “The former Blood Bros store ar 1 Bedford Road Ringwood is of
some limited historical significance as a relatively rare surviving example of an idwardian corner
store in the city of Maroondah, and for its associations with the Blood family.” This credits the
Store as being a rare example and having associations with a signiticant tamily. Pages 29-30)
basically state that car parking in a problem in Ringwood and will create issues.

The conclusion was the demolition of the Store “will result in the loss of some significance to the |leritage
Orerlay”. SO any reader might somewhat confused that the heritage consultant acknowledges that
the Blood Bros. Storc is significant, vet the report clearly states that it will be removed to make for
the car park. He had been presented with his mandate, by the Council, that the Store would be
demolished, then gave weak, insipid arguments against any retention, giving the Council what they
wanted. N win-win tor the Council and the consultant, but a sad loss for the Ringwood
community.

|aken trom Hemtae Inpact Assessment ~ 1 Bedford Road, Ringirood, Bryce Raworth, July 2021, Underlines by authors of this document.
Ak . \ Julh )
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19 PETERSON-BARRETT ASSESSMENT

19.1 Blood Bros. Store Assessment (HO5)
Bryan’s Ringwood Cellars (HO 5)
PREVIOUS NAMI:: Blood Bros. Premier Stores
ADDRICSS: 1 Bedford Road, Ringwood
USI: Bottle Shop.
PRENTOUS USE: Grocery Shop.
SIGNIFICANT DATE:  CONSTRUCTION DNTL: 1914 SOURCE: 22
ALTERATIONS AND ADDITIONS:  Drive in bottle shop adjacent.
DATIL: 1970s (7) SOURCIE::  Visual
DESIGNER:  » BUILDEER:  *

SIGNIFICANT INTACT FLEMENTS:

Materials (wall tiles). Form. Facade. Verandah. Root T'orm. Use. Parapet Decoration.
Verandah Decoration. Windows. Paintwork scheme. Signs (tiles). Unpainted tinish.
Street turniture (kerb and channel).

SIGNIFICANCI::
TYPIL: Historical. Architectural. Socral?
LEVEL: Regional.

DESIGNANTION EXNISTING: Planning Scheme.
RECOMMENDED CONTROL/NOMINATION: Planning Scheme. RN

GRID REL: SURVENY: R.P. DATIL: 6/6/98 NEGS: M2.13 14

HISTORY

The shop and premises date trom ¢1914. Rate books for 1915-16, list the premises as
Blood Bros store, a frechold property owned by Arthur and William John Blood,
valued at 60 pounds. The Bedtord Road store operated as a branch of the Blood Bros.
general store and bakery, located in Main Street (Maroondah Highwav), Ringwood.
Wilham John managed the store undl his retirement in the late 1930s. An oftice beside
the store is believed to have been rented by the Victoria Police during, the 1920s as a
police station, the office’s back room used as a makeshitt lock-up.

The brothers were sons of William and imma Blood, carly settlers to the distrier,
William Blood, a labourer, sclected 20 acres (8 hectares) of allotment 42, licensed in
1871.

The building shows similarities to O.]. Prat’s butcher shop, tllustrated 1 Ringwood. \
Place of many Lagles (si0), which s deseribed as being located near the corner of
Maroondah Highwav and Warrandvte Road, in 1920,
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VISUAL DESCRIPTION

\ rendered brick Fdwardian acute-angled corner shop. The parapet is very high, to
attord adverusing pancls. Between are piers, rising to well above the root-line as pillars
with plate-tops and a deep ogee mould. Parapets have shallow arched centres. There is
a deep cornice-mould over a very deep bull-nosed verandah on three sides (only two
bavs on the south), supported by plain timber posts with fretwork brackets, The timber
shoptront’s joinery appears to survive on all three sides (at lett now covered reversibly,
with advertising). ‘The double-doors and decorative fanlight are recent. \ drive-in
l)unlcslmp was added, relatively unobtrusively, in the 1970s (7).

There is a bluestone threshold, with an arca of bluestone pitchers. The spandrels to
dado-mould height are beautitul bottle-green ceramic tiles, laid in an ashlar pattern. .\t
the corner are tiles embossed with Blood Bros. in cream Edwardian leteers, with
matching ceramic wall vents. .\ length of bluestone kerb and channel survives on the
southern side, providing context. The building is parallel to the former road alignment,
now altered. Tt taces the railway station, as well as the Uniting Church.

In the south-cast corner is another splaved entrance, tormerly of another shop, with a
timber carly Vicrorian door, fanlight (now painted over) and remnant door furniture
including kevhole plate, knob, cte (damaged and possibly unrepairable). The southern
wall centre and right bavs are tuckpointed Flemish bond brickwork (now painted over),
with pressed metal vents (now damaged). There is a close-boarded valence-end with
spearheads. No interior elements survive, except the stained Regencey beaded ceiling
lining.

CONDITION

Good.

INTACTNISS

Uncertain. Probably very good.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCI:

Brvan's Ringwood Cellars built in ¢1914 is a particularly intact corner shop, generally in
its-uriginnl usc. It is historically regionally significant to Melbourne as a surviving
11-]31'cscm:1ri\'c c¢mbodiment of Fidwardian retail practice, particularly in the retail liquor
industry, and the way of life in dwardian Ringwood. It is architecrurally significant as
a rare and relatively intact rural Iidwardian corner shop. The tile sign is representative
of ceramic craftsmanship and of this use of ceramic tiles. It is socially significant as
known and valued as a landmark used by the community for orientation and part of the
sense of identity of the place.
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Name : Gregory Hill
il Triumph65@ dodo.com.au
Phone @ (03) 9775 8241
Protessions : Sccondary Teacher - 20 vears in the Technical and High School
svstems i Victoria (1983 = 2003 )

Anrique dealer — specializing in Australian pottery and the decorative arts at
several establishments (1985 = 20106)

Publications:

Books

2000 = The Potteries Of Brunswick, benchmark book on the central colonial pottery
indusery in \ustralia.

2004 — Gumnuts and Glazes — The story of the Premier Pottery, Preston 1929-506.
2006 — 1L Cox 1871 = 19535 / Linigmatic \rt Porter.

2008 — Bendigo Pottery Majolica 1879 — 1911,

2009 - Bendigo Pottery Majolica 1879 — 1911 — Addendum Samuel Bedson.

2012 = Melrose Art Pottery — 1931-42.

2019 = Victoria's Farliest Potteries / Our Convict Fora Potters.

2019 — Colour and Fantasy / Australia’s First Art Potters 1896-1910,

Book Contributions

1997 — Iincevlopacdia Of Australian Potrer’s Marks, many ot the bibliographies are myv
\ ) & )

research and areribured as such.

2003 — Australian \rt Pottery 1900 — 1950, by |. I'recland and K. Free, many of the

bibliographics are my research and attributed as such. There are also many photos of

s A \

My pottery.

2014 — John Campbell Pottery / Recollections and Collections, by Kevin Power, advise

riven on publication issues and historical content, plus manvy photographs from myv

g \ g \

pottery collection.

2015 — Angel on the Water (D O’Hoy Festschrift), Lissay on Bendigo Rockingham

Wares (1873-1948).

2018 — McHugh Bros Pottery Launceston, by Robert I'lorey, advise given on

publication issues and historical content, editing plus many photographs from my

pottery collection.

Magazine Articles

1990 — Carter’s Antique Trader magazine, article on “The porteries of Brunswick.”
2000 — Australian Bottle and Collectables Review magazine, article on Australian
colonial pottery.

2000 Carter’s Antique Trader magazine, article on Cornwell’s Porttery.

2001 - Carter’s Antique Trader magazine, article on Hoftman’s Pottery.

2001  Carter’s Antique Trader magazine, article on Preston Premier Pottery.

2001 — Antiques and Arts in Victoria magazine, article on the Portteries of Brunswick.
5003 Carter’s Antique Trader magazine, article on the Bendigo Pottery Wares of the
19300s.
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2004 - Carter’s Antiques & Collectables for pleasure and profit magazine, article on

What Next in Australian Potterve The Mcl.arens.

2005 — Australian Bottle and Collectables Review magazine, article on Gumnuts and

Glazes — The story of the Premier Pottery, Preston 1929-50.

2005 - Carter’s Antiques & Collectables for pleasure and protit magazine, article on

Remued — An Lixhibition You Can’t Aftord to Miss.

2005 — Antiques and Arts in Victoria magazine, article on the Premier Pottery Preston.

2006 - Carter’s Antiques & Collectables for pleasure and profic magazine, article on

I'red Cox / Finigmatic Art Potter.,

2006 — Antiques and Arts in Victoria magazine, article on Fred Cox / Finigmatic Art

Potter.

2008 - Carter’s Antiques & Collectables for pleasure and profit magazine, article on

The Giant of Australian Majolica.

2008 — Australian Bottle and Collectables Review magazine, article on Bendigo Porttery

Majolica 1879 — 1911,

2008 — Antiques and Arts in Victoria magazine, article on Bendigo Pottery Majolica

Wares.

2012 - Carter’s Antiques & Collectables for pleasure and profit magazine, article on

The Art of Mclrose Pottery.

2012 — Antiques and Arts in Vicroria magazine, article on Melrose Art Pottery 1931-42. |
2012 — Australian Bottle and Collectables Review magazine, article on Mclrose Art

Pottery 1931-42. |
2017 - Carter’s Antiques & Collectables for pleasure and protit magazine, article on
Betore Remued: Premier Pottery Preston.

2019 - Carter’s Antiques & Collectables for pleasure and profit magazine, article on [
Victorta’s Farliest Poueries,

2019 = Australiana, vol.41 no4, magazine, article on Australia’s Tirse Art Potters. I

Newspaper Articles

In Mclbourne and country Victoria papers, too numerous to note. Subject alwavs |
related to Australian pottery, sometmes factual, advertsing exhibitions or talks, asking, |
for the public’s help in rescarching cte.

Many articles in Hhistorical Society newsletters. |

Curated Exhibitions:
1995 — Australia Day celebranons, A Displav ot Bendigo Pottery at the Ballam Park |
Homestead, Langwarrin.
2000 —The Poteries ot Brunswick, touring exhibition, sponsored by the Shepparton
Art Gallery, consisting of 155 pottery exhibits and related ephemera, visiting:

Me Celland Are Gallery, Langwarrin

Hurnall’s Decoratve Arts Gallery, Armadale

Counthan Art Gallerv, Brunswick

Shepparton Art Guallery, Shepparton
2003 - Display ot Brunswick Potery in the Brunswick Town Hall Tover.
2004 — Gumnuts and Glazes = The story ot the Premier Pottery, Preston 1929 53¢,
touring exhibiton, sponsored by The Bundoora Homestead \rt Centre, consisting of
110 pottery exhibits and related ephemera, visiting;
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Bundoora Homestead \rt Centre, Bundoora

Ballarat Fine Art Gallery

Geelong Art Gallery

Wangaratta Fixhibitions Gallery
2005 — History and Heritage : .\ ‘Tribute to Brunswick, I supplied the main display of
25 exhibits of pottery at the Counihan Art Gallery, Brunswick
2006 — F.1 Cox 1871 = 1955 / Linigmatic \rt Potter, sponsored by the Shepparton
Art Gallery, consisting of 57 pottery exhibits and related ephemera, ar the Shepparton
Art Gallery.
2006 — Nustralian \rt Pottery of 19305, sponsored by and part of The 35th Narional

Bottle and Collectables Show, 1 supplied the central display ot 15 exhibits of pottery at
the Frankston \rt Centre

2008 — Lixeellence of Ware / Bendigo Pottery Majolica 1879 — 1911 touring exhibition,
sponsored by The Bundoora Homestead Art Centre, consisting of 98 pottery exhibits
and related ephemera, visiting;

Bundoora Homestead \rt Centre, Bundoora

Wangaratta Fixhibitions Gallery

Bendigo Art Gallery,

Ararat Regional Gallery
2012 — Meclrose Art Pottery — 1931-42, touring exhibition, sponsored by The Bundoora
FHomestead Art Centre, consisting of 175 pottery exhibirs and related ephemera,
VISITNG;

Bundoora Homestead \rt Centre, Bundoora

I.a Trobe Regional Gallery, Morwell

Geelong Art Gallery

National Muscum of Australian Pottery, Holbrook
2017 — Australian \rr Pottery, consisting of 75 pottery exhibits, mostly belonging to
Gregory Hill and held at Historic Buda, Castlemaine, 18/3/17 = 16/6/17.
2019 — Colour and Tantasy / Australia’s First Art Potters 1896-1910, exhibition,
spnnsorcd by The Bundoora Homestead Art Centre, consisting of 61 pottery exhibits
and relared ephemera at the Bundoora Homest ad Art Centre, Bundoora.

Consulting and related activities:

NG\, — advising on possible Australian pottery acquisitions.

N = as above

Brunswick Historical Society — advising and giving lectures ar their mectings.
Antique Trader’s Association of Vic. — giving lectures and appraisals on Australian
pottery.

Save the Kilns Group — advising on the historical significance and possible future use
of the Hoffman's Pottery brick kilns of the 18807, These have since been preserved
and it is probable that I will be organizing a muscum on the site dedicated to the
pottery industry of Brunswick.

Power point prcscmmions on Australian Pottery to many Historical Socicties, Bottle
and Collectables Assoc., Antique Collectable Socicties and Regional Galleries.
RALLT. giving lectures to their art students on Colonial Pottery manufacture.
A\dvising and helping many of Australia’s serious pottery collectors, cg. Greg
Johansson, Geoff F'ord, Gary Morgan ctc.
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Consulting scrious collectors about the values of their collections and how best to
disperse them.

Consultant to auction rooms-1.conard Jocl, Youngs, The Collector and Mossgreen.

Collecting / Research History:
Continuous pottery rescarch since 1975,

Personal Australian pottery collection of approx. 1500 picces.

Primary rescarch undertaken in the most significant librarics and muscums in Australia.

During rescarch for the Potteries of Brunswick, I viewed the entire pottery collections
of the: Powerhouse Muscum, N.S.W. Art Gallery, Canberra National Art Gallery,
N.G.\V.L SO Are Gallery, Launceston Art Gallery and Muscum, Hobart Art Gallery,
Shepparton Art Gallery and the Queensland Art Gallery.

Vast library of personally taped interviews connected with the history of Australian
pottery production.

Antique dealer for the past 18 vears, buving, sclling, auction housces cte.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Retention of Blood Bros. Store

The rwo options are:-

I. Retain 1 Bedtord Road for the community, which would complement the Jubilee Park
Ncighbourhood Heritage Overlay and retain the iconic Blood Bros. Store. There are currently
plans to alter Greenwood Avenue to include a shared user path ic. pedestrians and bikes, which
would complement a park setting and respite at 1 Bedford Road.

2. Dismantle the Blood Bros. Store and relocate it to the Braeside Ave location or to the castern
part ot Ringwood Lake, where the Poppet Head and Miner's Cottage onee were exhibited.

Endorsement of Heritage Overlay Status

Maroondah Ciry Council should take into consideration the facts presented in this
report. Ringwood & District Historical Society recommends that Option 1 is the best
solution. This is in agrecement with overwhelming public opinion and the current
assessments ot both the National Trust and the Roval Historical Society of Victoria,
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