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Erle put his age on three years and joined the Army in June 1940 as a

gunner. He was commissioned on 23 December 1941 and peld the rank of
Captain when he left the Army. After the war he contlpued operating
the bus service and slowlly expanded it to include various other routes
in the Mitcham and Doncaster areas. At his peak, he-opeFated about'ten
buses. Erle sold his service to Percy Withers sometime in the 1950's.

e

The first motor bus used on the Ringwood to Warrandyte run was the
Federal bus shown above. Erle Stewart bought this bus just after the
Depression and later sold it again

. The above photo shows the bus just
prior to being taken away - the date and location are unknown.



The Streets where we live

BRACKENBURY STREET

This series was started by our former editor, Dianne Baird. The
streets of Warrandyte are interesting as most of the names derive from
the early days of settlement and commemorate families or facets of our
history.

This issue we look at Brackenbury Street. This street has taken a lot
of work and research which has not been helped by the date on the
survey being illegible. It took four trips to the Latrobe Library to
find when the section which originally gave access onto the bridge was
oficially closed.

Brackenbury Street was named after Charles Brackenbury who was the
first gold warden in the area. The 1856 map of the town of Warrandyte
shows his tent on what in now 75 Yarra Street. Charles Brackenbury was
often in trouble with his employer and was dismissed from a number of
Government jobs, but was promptly appointed or reappointed. He was
always popular with the Warrandyte miners. " In one instance he sued a
Police superintendent for defamation and won.

Although Brackebury Street was surveyed and shown on the map of
Warrandyte for 1856, it is still not possible to travel its length as
it has never been made across oany of the numerous gullies that cross
it. Even today it still has five separate sections, one of them still
unmade.

Brackenbury Street at one time used to connect with Yarra Street
opposite to the bridge on the maps. This section was closed in 1935
and is part of the land which now contains the War Memorial.

The section of the street between Mitchell Avenue and Mullens Road was
made when Tas Schnider bought Lot 15. He dug the road out by hand and
it was tailor-made to take his Harley Davidson and sidecar. The track
then stopped at his block.

The section of raod between Forbes and Anderson Streets was fenced off
and Jack Stewart grazed his horses on the Anderson Street end while Dr
Adelaide Gault grazed hers on the section at the Forbes Street end.

The road did not exist when Bruce and Wilma Bence bought the block at
53 Brackenbury Street and they put the culvert in at the Forbes Street
end and improved the road with pick and shovel as the Council was not
prepared to do anything. Getting building material to the site was a
problem as the drivers would not come back for a second trip.
Fortunately the local carrier, Jim Schubert, was always prepared to
deliver as he would drive down through Dr Gault's onto Yarra Street.
There were no other houses in this section of the road at that time.
When Dr Gault sold a block of land to her brother, the Council graded
and formed the road into their property and they started building at 59
Brackenbury Street in 1961.
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EXTRACTS FROM @he Guelpu Observer

15 January 1897

Eugene Holloway, aged 17 years, was employed at the Victory Company's
mine which was owned by his stepfather, Mr McGill. Eugene and two
other boys named Jones and Sabelberg, went into the dam immediately
next to the battery. :

Holloway, it appears, could not swim and in crossing the dam to get his
clothes, slipped into deep water. His companions noticed him striking
the water and saw him sink. Information was given to Mr McGill but it
was some twenty minutes before the body was recovered and all efforts
by Constable McCormack and others to restore animation proved
unavailing.

The young lad was universally respected in the district for his quiet
gentlemanly demeanour and his funeral last Saturday afternoon was well
attended.

A magisterial enquiry was held at the court house at 8 o'clock on
Saturday afternoon by Captain Selby JP when the following evidence was
taken:

John McGill (sworn): "I am a mine owner residing in Warrandyte and the
deceased was my stepson. - At about 5 pm, I came up to the engine room
and told him to knock off. The last I saw of him was coming out of the
engine room with his clothes under his arm. About half an hour
afterwards, Percy Sabelberg came and told me that Eugene had drowned.

I went to the dam, but could see nothing and the place where he sank
was pointed out to me. I immediately stopped the engine and went for
assistance. I saw Messrs Davis and McKay and informed them of the
circumstances and further on saw the Davis brothers and asked them to
get grappling irons. They immediately proceeded to the claim. I did
not return to the claim until about half an hour afterwards when I saw
the body on the bank. I had not previously made any endeavours to get
it out."

William John Jones and Percy Sabelberg's evidence was simply that they
were bathing together when they saw the deceased striking the water and-:
sink, and immediately informed Mr McGill. George and William Davis
proved the meeting with McGill and told him that if he went for the
grappling irons they would go to the claim and do their best. They
both went into the water and with the assistance of some piping, they
found the body in ten feet of water.

George Davis dived in and recovered the body. Captain Selby designated
it a brave act.

As the afternoon was sultry and the water in the dam was many degrees
colder than the river water, a verdict of accidental death was
recorded.

Constable McCormack, Mr Gromann, Mr Sqdires and others were on the
ground by the time that the body was recovered, and every effort was
made to restore animation without avail.
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EARLY fHISTORY
OF KANGARUO GROUND.
—_——

NOTES LY J. MELL, .1
(Editod by B. Cozous.)

Tho followiug sketch of tho carly
history of Kangaroo Ground was roacd
by Mr. Joun Boll, sonr., at tho
inaugural mooting of thu Progromsive
Association hold: ia thw loeal hall oo
Wednusday ovouing, thy L7th ultimo.
Str. Boll with his parouts and grand-
parents are so. interwoveu with thy
early doings of this district that ho
may be regardod as emvinently qualitinl
to. speuk as. an authority on such. w
aubject.

Kangoroo, Ground consists of a
beautiful tract of ugricultural land of
a hillg naturo situsted about twenty
wiles from tho Mslbourno Post Otlico.
The- altitude of sumo of the hills is.
800 feet, above sea levsl.. 'Che naturo:
of the soil is. wolcanic and. the:ufore
good: far- almost any jmmedmal oulig
foom, the large Aocks of kangaroo that,
made these. hills. thuir rondezvouy i,
the-early duys. The Kyrie-Bros. wors-
amoagst. the earliest settlers, and to.
them the credit is generally concodod;
of having given this district the name
by which.it is known at tho prosent.
Gme. :

The earliest wsottlors were tho
Donaldsons, whose dosceadusuts aro
still in possession of largo arvas herv.
Towards. the end of April in 1842
their house was ‘“stuck up” by a gnng.
of bushrangers, four in numbor, who.
were reported to bave left a lodging-
bouse of ill: repute in Little Flinders
Street, Melbourne, which way kopt by
a man named Seymour,

Tho leador of the gang was an
Irisbman, John Williams, and his.
companions’ names wers: Fogarty,.
Dapniol Jepps,. and Ellis. Williams.
and Fogarty had their passages paid to.
this country by the QGovernment.
Jepps had' been a ship captain, wus
educated and well coonocted. Ellis.
was 8 mere youth of 19 yoars. IHo
had emigrated from Surrey to.
Sydney, and had travellud uverlaud to,
Malbourne.

Theso four men started oo a carour
of robbery in tho Dandenonyg district,.
thon crossed the Yarra near its junc-
tion with the Plenty and mado for-
Kaogaroo Ground. Thoy visited Mfr.
Donaldson's bouse,
situated closo to the boundary of tho
farm now in the occupation of Mr. P.
Bmith. Amongst the things taken by
thom was a cap wmade out of the skin,
of a native cat, which was worn by-
Fogarty whea be was executed about
two months aftorwards. The gang
thoa turnod their courso tuwards
Greensborough, whore they weru cap-
tured by a bund of civiliaas who, on,
learning that the bushrangers wore in
that district, mouated horson, armed
thamaelves and set out in hot pursuit.
They came up with the gang at o
station occupied by a wan named:
Camplell Huntor, where they were,
onjoying themselves at broakfaat,
‘With the exchange of many shots on.
both sides, the leader fell mortally-
wounded. Then after & parlg.- in.
waich. old Jack Ewart, or * Houppy-
Jack,” as be was familiarly called,,
playod:an. active part, the gaag sur-
rendered and were taken to-Mulbourno-
by their captors, whose naince were-
Peter Snodgrass, Jawmes Thompsoas,,
Chamberlainy Hoory Fowler, and!
Oliver Gourlay. Fogarty, Jepps and:
Ellis were tried, sentenced to doatb,,
and. banged publicly near where tho-
Melbourne Gaol now.stands.

Anothor- carly settler was Jamea:
Brown, who depastured a fock of shoop.
near where Jawes . Waltars now rosidos. .
Then.came Messrs. Ellis and Jubustoa,
who lived and. died. hore, and woro-
both well knowa. Other names that
were linkod' with. the pioncers were-
Sam. Deacon, who lived on. James.
Donaldson's. farm, Measrs. Chapwman:
and Berry, who occupiod & portion of.
Mr. Woodley's farn, on. which Mr.
Chapwaa buriod soveral childrea,

which wuas thun,

~q RSN Nl
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Tho Furphys also resided ou tie-
gorth-vast corner of Mr. Woodlog's.
farin, which way then known as tho.
Anta' Nest,” aod  followed tha:
occupatiou of bootmakers. Mr. Stevou-
son was at this tiue on Christiuns.
Wills, but Jator oa touk up his residencs-
vn Kanguroo Ground, whoru ho is still
locgted.  As far as wy recollection
will sorve mo and from nformation [
havo gloanod in past years from tho
carlicat settlors, Mr. Donuldson was
tho frst man who residod on lis owa,
land. Tlo apot whero Mr. .A:EH)&] -
now lives waa originally purch y
my grandfutbor from. Mr. Donaldwo,
in. the year 1843. " Anotbor portiva.
was sald to Mr. Thomas Armitrony,,
who, after taking up residence *thero.
for a time, moved to tho Yarra Fluts,

Ono of the most important events in,
the early bistory of Kangaron Ground.
was. the purchase- of luad from. tho
Sydoey Govurnment.. It took place.
u.gout, 1848 or 1849. Tho gersons to.
whom various blocks of land waro sold
woea Mossre. John Boll, Thomas. Bull,,
Jcho Denaldson, Barr, Rogurion, ‘1.
Arnwaong, John Jardine, Androw.
Harkness,,  Aloxandor Thowpuon,,
Jesnes Jonaswu, J. Sloveuwn, Johu.
Thowpson, and Jamos Waltors, senr.
‘Theso pipacers sot to, work at once,,
lolcaring the ground and: proparing it
foc- cultivation.. Whoat growing win
tho principal industry and it Leewno
vory- remunorativo, cupocidly altor the
\gold-digging started in L8O1. Subse-
,quoablly, oal growing was tpiod and it
.proved.a groab succoss:  Not only did
,Wie soil yiold largoly, but high pricos
rulud,  Anomuch ax £1, and wore, per
bushol could bo vbtained in those duys
for vats.  OF course, iL must not lwy
furgution an a wirb oll ngininat thiv that
tho cost of living and eartage wawa big
it of expendituee. Bollock wams
were wsed dargely a thoas s Loy

dirnwing the heavy e oy

ol vl foe it

Horsos wero then hurd o o,
Tho ploughs in use at that perived wie

tho old-fashioned vnes with woeaden
beatws.  Huarrowy hnd womden frames
At harvest timo the only wennn of
cuitting the crop was by the oll
fusiiionod sickle, or reaping-hook m it
wu8 somotitovs called, and it cost tho
farmar about £1 por acre to get the
crop cut.  Tuw geain was threshed out
by tho Quil.  In the slack part of thn
year, the farmors did carrying to tho
diggings. Tho priacipal gold-folds at
the tiwe were Bondigo, Bx'wrat, Cantle.
waing, and Boochworth.  Amungst
the topics of apecial interest for con-
versation  when  tho farmers would
meot nocially in the ovenings was
bullocks, ‘Tho gued old faithful work-
ing  Lullock was thoir  r@ainstay.
Nuturally be was a valusble aswst.
Indood to the bulluck wuch is duo iv
tho developwont of Auntralin'y primary
industrics. As much as £20 per huad
was paid for those aniwals, und they
wero frequontly oconsidered chisap st
9*&_.-‘_'1‘ e land—eet apart for
ultivetion was ouly pattially aloarod
at first, as the great thing was to got
the plough going and produce somo-
thing. It was tho gradual work of
many yoars bufore tho pnddocks wure
brought up to tho cleared condition iu
which wo soe them todny. Tho
farmers worked lato and ecarly, grub-
bing and burniug off, putting tho tirus
lyethor the lust thing at night and
the first thing in tho worning, A fair
estimate of tho cust of cleuring the
land thorougbly would be about £10
per acre.

In tho ycar 1853 Meesrs. T. Bell
aud J° Rogerson aailed for Scotlaud,
and were inatrumental in importing u
number of ploughs and harrows, as
woll as borse-power threshing machinue.
Sowe of tho lattor are being used on
tho Ground to this day. In duo time
tho scythe and cradls suporseded tho
sickle in tho cutting of tho crops. Tt
was not until tho svveaties that the
farmers bad the Lunefit of the: Lack-
deliveries. These machicses wero a
groat boon to the man who had had to
use tho sickle and scythe. With the
march of oventa, soud sowing by hand,

caring the land

8 tadioun work, gave Rt u tu soew
drills ; whilat she micklo, 3cvthe, <ru.y

and  backdviiverer  nwodel gt
obacurity as tho iaveutive Jeeiuy L f

man hernldod tho advant of thy rodfar
aud biudor.

NOTES UY J. BRLL, J.F.
(Editud by B. Cozens.)

(Continued from a previous. issue of’
tho Qbsercer.).

The dairying industry bas never-
boen a leading foature of Kangaroo.
Ground's productivity. There. havo.
buen, and-are various reasons for this.
The voleanic soil, or what is generally-
known as the black 8oil, ia more re-
wmuoerativoe for bay and.grain.growing:
than for using it as grass land for-
purposcs of dairying only; whilst the-
lighter or poorer quality of soil thas.
tapors away from the volcanio patch-
docs not produco grass of a sufliciently
succulont naturo, so essoatial for tho-
production of wmilk.

An juteresting. period’in the history-
of this locality was that o which the-

stanao0l W tablished. “About,

Tege ¥-u0
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Mrs Androw Ross; who was.the first.
.toachor-of tho Scotch sehool fn- Mol..
bourne, pow known a3 the Ssotoh,
colloge. 'Those were the day» when,
committoos woro formed. to look aftor-
tho intepeats of the schools ; and the-
paronts had to pay- fecs. for their-
childeon’s education. .

Mr Ross was eaterprising- enough,
lator on to open & Board achool, and:
be frequeatly had more than a dozen,
boarders. In addition to.his Boardi
school, he worked. a.piece of land for.-
the pur of teuching. farming; andt
enmgoﬁ“‘)compemnt man to. jostruct:
the schiolare in the tilling of the soil..
Exporimeata proved that sogar cage-
could bo successfully grown,, but this:
industry for a- variety of’ reasons was.
pover: followed up. - The schoal was.
conducted in a-building situated - jpat-
above where the Predbytesian- Church,
oow: gtands. Iu -due time. Mr Roes.
totired froar soboel-life, -and returped)
to England to end: his. days.. He.
displayed.'not only proficicncy as &
teacher, but excellent qualitiew. as ac
man, and will always be. beld.in affeo-
tionato remembrance by- his oldy
scholara,

As is. well-knowa, there. lme ooly-
been one church: organisation at Kan..
garoo.Ground during all:theso years,,
and that is of the Preabyterian pore.
suasion. Why the resbytorian,
Churcly alone.bas-been. reaponsible fur-
publicly oxpressing orthedox religion,,
is a matter for conjocture. Possilly-
some mysterious atweephprio influence-
bas rendered:denowioatioral competi--
tion impoesible.. The first mloister to,
conduot religious sarvices, which were.
beld.in Mr Doonaldson’s barn, wasa.
Mr -8mith, who- afterwards. topok up.
work in the Westero, distriot; whare.
be met with a tragic, doath, by being;
drowned insa-8ooded, ¢i e.Rpv..
David Boyd: was the. fizas ** seftled” "~
miniater. Ile ofoiated also ak Heidel.
borg. Buocceeding Mr Boyd, came the-
Revs. A. Mackis, Duncan, Feasor, andi
John Darroch. After' Mr Darroch's.
time Kangardo, Ground became a.
Mission Station, ands has over sioce.
beun - suppliod by- studeats from,
Ormond college.

The Eltham. Roadt Roard waa.

‘formpd in tho year 1836; andi Kao-

-garoo Ground was inado a part of the.
idistriot uoder its jurisdiotion. Tho.
wen who comprisod the first moumber-
ship.ol Lbat Doard wore Musses Huary
:Btroke (Chairman), AJfred Armstrong,
Thomas Armstrong, Jobn Barr, and
‘Juhn Bell. Later- on our presont
snembzr for Eyolyn, tho. Hpa. E. H.
.Camoron, M:L.A,, bocamg » mpwbor-
‘of the Bourd.

On tw farnation A Lt a2
mubicipanaty, Mr Camervn wias cuxtens
with the tint wach of nercpece s
naa rotarnnd e et oa My TeLnol
coutinuouniy evor s, [a fals . o .4
tho oaiy rrson living W tuo on
Etthwm Road Buueit

The lata Mr Wingrove wij
naw wlw ey hald o fioans
“neet

Ai0AL

L)
Cur anvee 3% viewrs 5
1 Soecre ) . L
contiong of Secrelary aLd ey L
Lo thy ithat iy e . .

The runds 1 wur distroct .
timo i tho early ave o«
impnssnbie.  Thoe ~ght PRITIEN

draye being bogred i v stk .
ﬁ')l] WAs 8 QU@MINOU uiw e W0
furtunato workiny Lullock way o
for daye in 8 mud patch uot far I
where the State chool now ilauds
Under Mr Wingrove's saperv.aioe tu»
roads (o and around Kaogaroo G.-.:in
wero formod and metailed. Mr "Via-
grove found them amoagst tha wurt
In Viotoria, aud ocomploteiy ‘trans-
formed them. They aro the pn.da of
the local residents, and the admirstion
of strangers, They are a mooumeat
to the guo capabiiitiesa and sterling
worih of Mr Whngrove.  The ccat of
making thwe roads waa of course
vory beavy, but ths hencfita durived
ampiy swpeasated for the cuday.

a thess daye it wight be thought
by some that the health-giviog pro-
porties of Kangaroo Ground would
rendor unnecyasary tho exlatwnce ! =
barying place, but, alaal such has

od not to be the cass, Humanity

as to submit to the same processes ~!
life acd d=ath bore as any ather part
of the globe. Henoe the existonce af
our necropolls situated la that locaisty
koown as ' Stevenson's Corcer,” The
ground was originally ucfocced. As
far back as 1851 there is a rocord of
the burial of Judith Purphey, a
daughter af the Furphey's rofarred %0
io the previous edition of thcso cotos.
Prior to 1888 several burials oux
lace, but {n that year, on the 3dth of
guly, at a meeting of the trustees, Mr
Roas was ucsted to apply to the
Qovernmont for a graat of £150 ia
order to fence clear the lacd.
This sum of mouey was obtained in
July, 1859. The clearing cost £10,
and £83 was expendod oo tho eroction
of a fonco. The fret persons elocd
truatees of the cemotury wero Mesars
Jardine, Hurkneas, Boarce, Wippell,
QO'Callagban and Bweenoy. Mr Scarce
{a still a trustee, and the anly survivor
of tho above-named gentlemen. Ao-
cording to the s, up to date,
sboat 260 persans have been depnsitod
io this their laat resting place. Early
in the 70 the Ewiyn Observer
Newspapor Ca was eatablishud, Mr
Rossiter being the first editor, but
aflwr being carrivd on for a {uw yoars
as a compapy, the businass was pur-
chased by Afvr Harris, the presont pe-
prietor and editor. In the carly dags
the prioting and publishing vas con-
ducted ia the old school rusidonce
theao situated on the Church ground.
Upwards of 32 years ago, Mr Dooald-
son orected the bailding which is now
knowo sa the Obeerver oBoe. Anotber
notable atructury about this peci ] waa
the Presbyteriaa Church, the Lt Mr
Maplestone belng the architect, und
Mr Belf as ocontrector. This wacrod
edifico was duly opeced by the Rev.
- A. D. Kinninmont oo June 9th]1878.
Y] . D

~5i-atthe-originaHand-boldersTrouia
district in 1850 oaly ooe man is left,
viz, James Walters, who came here
1 the vigar of youth in 1849. Henry
Bcarce also arrived in  Kangarou
Groucd in the same year, but did not
purchase any land for sevural years
sfterwards. Ib isto be hoped thow
briel ootos may be of some interust to
those who poruse thom, and st the
same Wwo Y6 10 cummomante e
doods of our worthy picacors.



To prevent the action of the water exercising more than a maximum of power on the
whole construction, this face or "walling" of the dam is inclined at an angle
of about forty-five degrees up stream.

When this part of the work has been completed, it will be backed up with bags

of sand, something 1ike a thousand of which will be required in the work. This,
it is believed, will render the work almost water-tight and enable the permanent
dam, which will be formed of logs of timber built in, to be constructed, and the
gold seeking part of the company's undertaking to be prosecuted.




YARRA YARRA MINING COMPANY

In May 1859 Messrs Clark and Brown (Bourne?) commenced the construction
of a diversion of the Yarra River at Thompson's Creek. The diversion
was constructed to allow alluvial mining in the stream bed of the
section of river exposed by the new course.
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SECTION THROUGH
NEW DIVERSION

The estimated cost of the whole of the undertaking was§f700. When
commenced in May the works employed about 25 men but by June work was
forced to cease due to flooding in the Yarra. The men were employed
sinking shafts on the nearby river banks to ascertain what sort of
materials were likely to be encountered.

The work was recommenced in September 1859 and about 30 men were
employed there. In November the work is listed as being carried out by

the Yarra Yarra Gold Mining Company and that they were employing 58
men.

By February 1860 the company name had changed to the Yarra Yarra
Sluicing Company and the upper dam and the cut to divert the river had

been completed. The site was being prepared for pumping machinery,



An illustration showing the diversion at Thompson's Bend which was
prepared by an itinerant artist of the time Mr C Walters.

DR _OWEN'S PATENTED PUDDLING MACHINE

In May 1859 Dr Owens applied under Rule 25 of the By-Laws for an
extended claim of 3 acres at Whipstick Gully. The purpose of the claim
was to erect one of his recently patented puddling machines. By June
1859 he had all of his machinery and plant on the ground ready to start
working his claim. The machinery consisted of one of his patented
puddling machines and a portable steam engine of 4 or 6 horse power.

The Mining Surveyor reported in September that "Dr Owens has been for
some time working his new patent puddling machine, which is very
successful as to its puddling capabilities, and very efficient for
saving the gold."

The machine must have been successful for in January 1860 he installed
a larger version which included a number of improvements. The larger
machine could handle 140 loads of washing stuff a day which was a vast
improvement on the smaller version. By April the machinery had been
tested sufficiently for the Mining Surveyor to note:

"It is able to puddle a cubic yard of tough clay every two minutes
leaving the stones and gravel perfectly clean owing to the
peculiar construction of the machinery itself. I have no doubt
that 1t saves all the gold,"



This photo of the bridge over the Yarra is believed to have been taken
around 1906. It is interesting to note that the house on the hill in
the left background is still there having survived the ravages of time

and bushfires. Also, in the foreground, is one of the petrol-operated
street lamps.

The photo above was taken in the 1950's and shows the single lane
timber bridge. Of interest are the Bridge Cafe to the left, the car
outside the cafe parked in what was the taxi rank and the bus
timetables in the centre foreground.
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BUSH FIRES AGAIN

Struggle to Save Warrandyte

Bush fires npproaching In aeverity
{hore of a year ago occurred in miny
piurts of Victorin last week. Three
persons, a father and two 80nS8, were -
burned to death In a fire at Stony-.
ford, nbout 12 miles [r. 1 Camper-
down,
ceived gevere burns.
to land and other
flames i extensive.

The damage done
property by the

The towns of Quesnstown, Darra- E

welt-Guim, and \Warrandyte had nar-
row escapes from being wiped out .
The flames approached to within a

.few hundred yards before changing o

direction,
Appeals for reinforcements from

the city were broadcust.

Among the fire-Nghters who fought
the flames beiween Warrandyte and
Kangaroo Grounad, was the Governorl
(Lord Somers), and Captaln Drink-
man. There were several cases of !
outstanding heroism and everywhere !

the women worked as hard as any of .

the men in an effort to quell the

'ml';rel:'t detalls of the fires follow,

QUEENSTOWN .
A message reached Melbourne at
$.3¢ p.m. on Friday stating that &
" bush fire had reachled to within 100
yards of the Post Office at Queens-
town, An urgent call was sent from
Queenstown at 2.40 to the Heldelberg
. ¥ire Brigade, stating that if help
were not immedlately forthcoming the
town would be wiped out within an
__hour, Assistance was rushed from
wwarrandyte, Ringwood, and adjoining
towns to the fire zone, in an endeavor
to stem the onward career of the:
flames. The fire, which menaced
Queenstown, started early on Friday
morning, on the property of Mr Mar-
riott, north of Queenstown,’and in a
very short time, fanned by a high
wind, the flames were within 100
yards ef the Queenstown post office.
In spite of the fire-fighters’ efforts, the
firey continually broke away, and on
“the Smith's Gully road became en-
tirely out of hand; After destroying
several properties, the fire veered
around to the north of Panton Hills
iownship, where a number of out-
lying homes had narrow escapes. The:
township of Queenstown was saved
LY the change of wiAd,

and numerous peocjne have re- -

e

- burning at Xangaroo Ground.

‘where it swept through land owned

‘towards Croydon,

KANGAROO GROUND |

Meanwhile another fierce flre was
One
house was destroyed, and many others:
were saved after m hard fight. This
fire started on Wednesday, February.
9, and, after belng subdued, broke out|
agein. The fire entered Wonga Park, !

by Mr W. J. Morgan, of Essdndomn,
and destroyed a small bhouse, From
that point the fire advanced rapidly
where strenuous
cfforts on the part of the workers
prevented disaster. Two hundred and
fifty sheep hagd narrow escapes, but
were rescued after. » few had, been
burned. . . . .

WARRANDYTE

A change in the direction of the:
wind, and the efforts of thousands of
firc-fighters, saved the township of
Warrandyte from-. destruction. .The
fires, which broke out on Friday, tra-
versed the country between Queeng-
town and Warrandyte, and grave
fears were entertained for the town's
safety, The fire burned to within a
mile or 8o of the town. The position
was relleved about 1 p.m. on Satur-
day by the change of wind. Among
the fighters was the Governor (Lord
Somers). Interviewed, he said he had
heard that the fires wdre Lad, and

cnr laden with fire-fighters, but afte
it had gone 400 yunrds [t hud to re

verse the whole dlstance to prever
those In it being burned. Blindir
smoke swept ncross the clearing. ar
when the flames were within 20 g
everyone, except W. Carroll, of IKar
garoo Ground, (ieorge Clarke, tr
rallway employe, and a representativ
of The FHernld (Curtis Wilson
dnshed along the road in the opposit
direction townards Kiangaroo Groun
where they were temporarily safe, /
they dld so Ceorge Clarke sald I
heard a call for help frot
the direction of Higgina's farn
house. “I'm going over there
he sald. ‘““They want ne.
W. Carroll tried to hold him bac!
but he dashed . through the smok
and was lost to sight. Just as he le
the rallway employe collapsed and W
Carroll, of Kangaroo Ground, Ufte
him up and with Curtis Wilson dusl
ed through the flamesg to the rest ¢
the party. When Carroll had almo:
aucceeded In getting through he w3a
dazxed by the smoke and (el
Wilson pulled him, and as he did s
yelled to the rest of the party, an
they dragged Carroll and the raliwa
employe beyond the flames., Afte
about 20 minutes the worst of the fir
arsed the clearing, and Carroll
flson, four others and the camer:

[y

he thought he should go out and give
a hand. “The fire fighters are a won-
derful lot of fellows,” he said. “They
have fought herolically against terrible

odda.”
Two Men Burned

Two men were caught and severely
burned in the fire about a mile and
a half from Warrandyte on Saturday
morning. Both were rescued, one in

- & critical condition, They were
George Clarke, about 35, of Warran-
dyte, and an unknown man, who was
a - volunteer from the rallway em-
ployes. He was sent to Mealbaurne.
They were caught in a clearing with
about 15 other men near a wuoden
house and garage Two hundred yards
away there was a farmhouse owned
and occupted by a family named
Higzgins. Runners of fire from the
mnain * blaze encircled the - two
hquses and trappegd tBé men who, were
near' the ' parage. ' An atfempt was
ibml.io-m gset throughk the ‘fire in a

[}

man went back to the timber house
While there they heard three call
for help ln the direction of Higgins's
farm house. Carroll remambered that

Clark had disappeared in that direc-
tion,. but the flames were still toc

fierce for anybody to get through allve
After the calls for help had cease:
the gravest fear was felt for Clark
There was no chance of gettin;
through along the road towards Hig
gins's except by making a detou
along the back Warrandyte road an«
:‘%p(oaching Higgins's from the othe

The journey around the back roac
was about three miles. Three moto.
cars, containing the party that wa
trapped, left to go by this route be
fore the flames reached the track
and made It impossible. But just a
motor cars left the clearing, th
wind changed, and saved the bac
road and Warrandytc.

* When the journey along the bac

road was almost completed the lead
ing car, contalning volunteer fire
fighters from Melbourne, saw Georg
Clark face downwards on the groun
in Higglns' paddock. He had evident!
{:ce& e?x}'lead u«:t Q}m flamea and falle
path. Just
o he before he wa

up the flame :
him and “bur.i his .hn:“e::\-
:rms. He was taken to th
armhouse of the Sloan family

where he became deliriou
out repeatedly, ‘“Where n;e‘?gecﬁll:

g}:::.l'?' It v-vu terrible down at thej



*

* *

But Warrandyte, one of tBe
black spots on the State-wide
canvas of destruction, with
its tragic' memories of the
fires of 1939, is once again
rising to the oecasion.

Neighbour is helping neigh-
bour, whether friend or foe,
and as always seems to, hap-
pen on occasions of great
common disaster, the finest
qualities. in human nature are
“coming’ out strong”. i

Self-interest is forgotten in
giving the other chap & hand
—rand Hp never needed R mnre
fhAn now when in so many
cases he has lost all he had.

Behind the smoke-grime
faces of the, fire-fighters, the
strain and the: fatigue dix the
faces of the women there lies
8 hardihood,” 8 will to carry

on and start agsin. thek fmoads:| K¢

courage and performance in
the face & disaater. "

S, . % .
And now, only a few days
from the halocaust, the wheels
of ‘reconstruction are begin-
ning to turn. There isan-Ad»
‘ministration” €entre " 3. deal
with, accommoadation. prablema,.|
insurange,. end reli rclaims.,
l-hﬂyﬁ”_andf;”lugn . emer-
gency issues of stock ‘ food,
ls and fendng’. and;. clean-
“dpeiia depot at e hall:
for food, clothing and bed-.
dingd [ depot at the Scout:
Hall, for. furnitnre, water and’]
toftet facilfties, - la' t
There is_ also a b
U Babiy* PRt Clntre whe
Huoovermiitic. is taking daré of |
Fmage:s' . ;Miés;,,for*rm :

' .

" Most tragic happening be-
fore: tlié fire ‘Was the fatal car-
~ accident in which the artee

Halpera's W year i :
et el g 3 v
raqnle- Creek road when
ing- ffom & dance ‘in

ed'| tolouring of the now

* %
‘- The: only thing saved from
the  Cowden’s ... two-starey
house was ' the Devil.  His
Satanic Majesty, in the form
of a pottery mask, was the
work of Reg Preston, and it
fell from the top floor into the
ashes below, suffering no othey
blemish thdn a red streak
down the nose, an excellent
addition to the greenish-blue
porce-

*

]aini!ﬂ‘mﬂk i Liee
" “The devil Jooks alter his
‘own,”. quigped, Liooel as he
spoke of  the kindness and
; ot Pridnds. follow-
ing the lons "of his howse. -
The Cowdens will now
build a flat over their almost-
completed garsge at West
Warrandyte, and in Mt. Gam-
bier limestone, the same as
e
. Vivy. Williama. .t Warran,
dy.ta,‘_Qucnea,,next.to.t}m.gara‘
age,” was also..burnt out at
Kangargo, Giound road. He
is_living' at, his office (Cap-
tain Cook’s .Cottage). until he
rebuilds hig; house. The piser
house,, built by, Viv.and. Ph
Williams, was.one’ of the most.
ing. Places in the. dis-
thict. It will proBably ¥e re
placed in - Mt. Gambier, lime-
stont.:,—'-,- o ) :

«; Ll e -
'&g%ﬁ&ﬁﬁ%dﬁmﬁ
lag, Toreman, pechanic at.the
garage, - I8 “Captaln .of,
gade North
ﬁﬂM v::;‘ ana of a
very, galh Ee‘umd;f‘.and.. alsg
managed, to - uve his- owr
was

~the
"Bt

vi| than ready, to gett! ¢, for a quiet

house - though “his. Tand

*x . % K7
At Warrandyte Bob Trezise,
son. of Arthur Trezise, of. the
Grand Hotel, was outstanding
dmong the fire-fighting young
stalwarts. He said that when
the blaze hit Warrandyte it
had no head—fires were every-
where. L
- And on -the-way to Selby
from the Kangarvo Ground
road area the smoke was so
dense he collided head-on with
another car. Flames were on
either. side of the road, and
vigibility was nil. He lost his
‘Landrover and the-temporary
use. of water tank and high-
pressure pump. - Peter.. Gray,
Geoff. Day -and Andrew Me-
Donald, in the other car, were
all injured; .
: %

5 R
ie Cariton, of The

Robb The
Pines;,on. K.G.. road, a house

still standing in a sea.of black

bushl said ,this .was her
fou fire, 'and; the; only one
which had, not. burnt, her out.

She has, alsa’ weathered thres
floods, and. sey ..8he’s meore

life from fow on.

LTI TR
‘Warrandyte Waxworks were |

AFTERMATH: FRIDAY

Rain came this morning,
and a couple of hours later—
the birds came back. Gradu-
rally. during the week, they
have been here in varying
flights, but not until today
have they really been “at
home”, . .

* The slow flapping' stroke of
winged things came to rest
on' the grass—once lawn—
and " ever vigilant, pecked
timorously 4t the insects and
worms coming through parch-
ed topsoil for something to
tempt an appetite unappeased
since almost a week ago.

» Time to stand and stare—
through a window, lest they
:be disturbed, it was evident
that the cheeky sparrow was
the first. explbrer. Bedragzpled
‘wings, “thirsty, he—and she,
we guess—drank from the
bird-bath until satisfied, and:
then . proceeded. te peek untfl
completeness. ’

Then one _lone minah ar-
rived—extremely timid, but
80 hungry. He pecked, watch-
ed, listened for hiz mate, The
“lawn” 'was thick with mud-
larks, sparrows, and thenﬂﬁ
‘happenied—his family had ap-
‘parently flown in! The, grass
was ofie happy huriting groond
for the bills of just a mass of
‘parthed” 'bedraggled flight
feathers féebly flapping in.
search of anotHer titbit. -

=

saved: thotgH YH¢ Rouse Whers
proprietor Ferdie Hornidge,

lived :w-iBthﬁ in mather ;and
siater, ;. Brigrly ma dny; jwas
.det;trv;;e"d.’il Xs” {; and
her' budgie were: d y y
one jump ahead & . fe!
the budgle was_ the ’ouly:
cheerful member o'f the,party.
“How e, ~mate?”  he
.chirﬁéfn "P;q”ﬁne."



Conrad and Helen

I was formerly lima Schult, daughter of Conrad and Helen (known as Con and
Nell), youngest sister to Joan, Steve and Audrey. Our mother was the eldest of the
eight children of Stephen Henry and Jane Houghton (Speers). Our father was the
third of the four children of Carl and Mary Schult, born when Carl was fifty-nine
years of age. Our parents were cousins twice removed. Details of the family
relationship can be found in the family tree which has been compiled by my
niece, Rosemary Naitoko. While dad lived his childhood in Warrandyte, mother
grew up in Malvern. She often spoke of visits by horse drawn coach to her Aunt
and Uncle at the Warrandyte Post Office, also to her grandma Speers in Alexander
Road, Warrandyte and to 'old' Mr. Schult, who had a reputation of being a very
generous man, particularly to one of the Houghton families. This may have been
our grandfather Stephen Houghton's mother, brother and sisters, as his father had
died leaving a young family. Mother told of an early meeting with her future
husband about the turn of the century. As children they had sat together on a
wood heap and he had given her a bird's egg or nest. It is possible that they did
not meet again until the years of the 14-18 war when dad was in camp at
Broadmeadows with mother's brothers. Dad's mother had died in 1902, aged 45
years, when he was only twelve. He was twenty-one when his father died in 1911
at the age of 79. During those years, dad lived for some time with his sister Alice
and her husband Charlie Hillman who was a blacksmith in Doncaster. He left
school the year of his mother's death, having attended at both Warrandyte and
Doncaster.

Marriage and Army Years

As the eldest of eight children, it was mother's duty to stay at home to help care
for the family. Her father, Stephen Houghton, whom she loved dearly was
constantly troubled with ill health. He was a signalman with the Victorian
Railways and was in charge of the vital signal box near Flinders Street Station. He
was advised to take a boat trip, so when mother was only seventeen, she was given
the responsibility of caring for her younger brothers and sisters when her parents
went to Japan for three months. Her father died tragically in 1918, aged fifty-two,
just a short time before his sons returned from the First World War. On August
10th of the same year, mother and dad were married in mother's family home at
Paxton Street, East Malvern. During the years before marriage, she had taken
lessons in millinery, piano and singing, and her beautiful contralto voice
remained with her for most of her life.

On October 1st 1914 dad had joined the Australian Imperial Expeditionary Force
at Mildura, aged twenty-four, after working at Irymple on a property owned by
the Roberts family. During that time, he was a member of the choir at the local
Presbyterian Church. Having attained the rank of sergeant in the 13th Light Horse,
he was unable to serve overseas with his regiment because he became ill with
typhoid fever and a heart problem. He was discharged, medically unfit on June
15th 1915 at Broadmeadows. On December 15th 1917 he joined the A.LLE. Home
Service and was discharged at his own request, on enlistment for service abroad on
October 19th 1918, two months after marriage. He served in New Guinea as an
assistant to a Mr. Williams, a surveyor in the time of change over from German
rule. Details of this time in dad's life are rather scanty; but, as his children, we
have memories of the stories he told of native friends and the Pidgin English he
mastered and remembered until his death. We have no record of service abroad or
day of discharge; but we know that he was brought home very ill with malaria,
and that our mother went to Sydney to visit him.



Black Friday

Before moving to Ringwood at the end of January 1939, we lived for just a few
months in a house in Kangaroo Ground Road, previously owned by the artist
Penley Boyd. Joan had longed for a room of her own; but the eerie atmosphere of
that double story house, with dark wall paper and rats that scampered in the
night, encouraged family closeness rather than teenage isolation. That summer
will never be forgotten, for on Black Friday January 13th, Warrandyte, with other
places, was devastated by fire. It happened during a particular hot spell, with
temperatures continually above 113 degrees (46). On the morning of the 13th
mother took Audrey and I by bus and train to her sister Bertha's home in
Bentleigh for a holiday. Steve had been sleeping on a balcony, so mother took the
bedding inside to prevent sparks catching it in time of fire. This proved to be a very
wise move. The house was of a rough caste type, so did not burn easily.
Unfortunately, quite- a few of our possessions stored in an outside shed were
burned. A green frock which Joan had made was hanging on the line at the time
of the fire, it fell to the ground, the fire burned around it; but it remained
untouched and Joan wore it again. ‘

As a very hot day was expected, dad had taken fourteen year old Steve to work
with him on Bamford's timber truck. They were together in the Dandenongs when
the fire hit, an experience not to be forgotten. Mother, dad, Joan and Steve
returned that night to see the devastation, while Audrey and | stayed at Bentleigh
before coming home to see the blackened ruins of much that had been our
childhood environment. The houses in both Beauty Gully Road and Belzer's Hill
were destroyed, as were three of the Speers homes in Alexander Road (including
the one we had just left). Many of our Warrandyte relatives lost their homes; but
some of the town remained, including the School and the original Russell house.

A new beginning

After the fires, our family rented a house in Wilana Street, Ringwood for about
one year before settling in Tamar Street on the northern side of the town. Later we
bought the house from Mr. Brierly and it remained the family home until mother
and dad moved to Stanley in September '59. 1939 brought war once more and
Steve was called up for military service when he turned eighteen. After two years
in Australia, he served two years in the island war zone of the north. When he
moved to Ringwood in '39, dad had returned to his old job as driver for Bamford's
Timber Yard; but the work proved to be too heavy, so he changed to the P.M.G.
(now Telecom) in Ringwood, where he worked both as lineman and storeman
until he retired in 1955.

L R K K K-

Joan was married to Manson McAlpin from North Ringwood in April '43. Their
children are Helen, Rosemary, Sharyn and Leonie.

Steve married Frances Turner of West Brunswick in April '50. Their three sons are
Gregory, Andrew and Martin.

Audrey's children are Arthur, Barbara, Geoffrey and Heather - sadly her husband
Don Scragg, from Bayswater, whom she married in 1947, was tragically killed in
a road accident in November '67.

| was married to Ken Jones January '59 and we have two children, Stephen and
Leanne. With my brother and sisters | now have grandchildren to carry on the
family tree.

Our parents retired to Stanley in 1959 and mother died after a short illness, aged
77 on October 4th 1965. In later years dad sold his Stanley home and moved into
a flat in Ford Street, Beechworth. During his last years, dad spent quite some time
in Beechworth District Hospital where he died on September 17th 1974, having
returned to his flat for about three months shortly before his death aged 84 years.
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" TAFFY " JONES’ RESIDENCE

Bruce Bence has prepared the following article on "Taffy" Jones'
residence in Yarra Street. For those with a keen eye and who have
walked along Yarra Street between the old bakery and the bridge, they
will have noticed some concrete foundations near the entrance to the
tennis courts. These are all that remains of the house that was
destroyed in the 1939 bushfires. A photo of the ruins of the house was
published in "From the Archives" in Newsletter No 70 6f December 1989.

"Taffy" Jones' residence was located on Lot 13 Section 5 Parish of
Warrandyte, County of Evelyn and was originally bought from the Crown
on 11 April 1912 by A.E. Sandford. 1It was then 1 rood 24 perches in
area and was later subdivided into three lots.

Alma Sandford bought the freehold of the property and lived on it. 1In
1920 the Miller family ran the Kia-Ora Cafe on a part of the site at
which time Taffy Jones lived next door to them between the cafe and the
bridge. The Millers left Warrandyte and moved into the city until they
bought the Whitehouse in 1932 from the Lowe family. Most of the older
residents of Warrandyte who knew Taffy Jones, only ever knew him as
Taffy although it is thought by some that his name was Jack. He had a
son called Jack and a daughter called Colva. Living with him was his
housekeeper, Mrs Cook, and his grandson, Stan. They ran a mixed
business selling sweets and vegetables and also provided afternoon teas
etc for tourists. The concrete remains were the walls of rooms under
the building which were used by people who came to the area for
picnics. Some people can still remember the charabancs and furniture
vans lined up outside the place at holiday times.

These ruins formed the ground floor of Taffy Jones' residence. The
house survived the 1934 flood when the flood waters submerged the
ground floor. Taffy remained in the upstairs part of the dwelling
surrounded by swirling flood waters indignantly refusing to be removed
to safety.

Taffy's grandson, Stan, is still well remembered as a bit of a
daredevil by those who went to school with him. He is also remembered
for his incredible driving skills which he polished up on the mining
tracks in whatever vehicle he could borrow. Stan's driving practice
stood him in good stead in later years when he took to motor racing in
the famous Maybach Special powered by a 3.8 Litre engine taken from a
German Scout car.

Despite tyre trouble, Stan brought the Maybach into second place in the
1952 Australian Grand Prix and won the event in 1959. Stan's son,
Alan, was to inherit his father's driving skills and in 1980 won the
Australian Grand Prix znd the World Formula I Championship.

While Stan was a pupil of the Warrandyte school, the boys used to slide
down the hill on boards and out onto Brackenbury Street which was then



unmade. The trick was to remember to lie flat as you went under the
wire of the fence at the bottom of the yard. Stan improved on the
sport, he would curl up inside a tyre and the boys would then roll him
down the hill. Stan apparently didn't have to worry about the fence as
the tyre would bound clean over it.

Stan frequently borrowed his grandfather's car and took joy rides at
lunchtime while he was at school. On one occasion he invited one of
his school mates to go with him. In an absent-minded moment, his mate
went and after a very hair-raising trip, he never made that mistake
again.

After the fires of Black Friday, 13 danuary 1939, the Kia-Ora Cafe and
Taffy Jones' home were only blackened ruins, with only the chimneys and
the concrete walls standing.

After the fires, what is now Annie's Rose Cottage (270 Yarra Street)
was built. Joyce Bellingham (nee Robertson) ran a dress shop in it
until she joined the Land Army in the early 1940's. Later Mrs
Robertson ran a cafe and sold delicious hamburgers at weekends. The
shop was then run by Mr and Mrs Bennett for many years as a mixed

. business. They also operated the fire brigade radio from the shop for
some time. Happy Medium Photography operate from the ground floor and
the shop has had a number of gift shops in it in recent years.

The ruins of Taffy Jones' premises are the only visible remains of the

160 houses destroyed in the 1939 fires and it is suggested that a brass
plague could be put in place to commemorate the fact. It could also be
used to record the names of those people from Warrandyte who have died

in bush fires over the years, namely:

EARNEST SCHAFTER died 13/1/1939 collapsed and died while fighting
‘ the fire in Alexander Road

FRED TOPPING died 13/1/1929 when he entered his burning home in

Yarra Street to save community
- records .
HAROLD BETTON died 16/1/1962 Blooms Road
LEONARD BROWN died 16/1/1962 Blooms Road

Harold and Leonard were neighbours
who died trying to save their
homes.



22 APRII, 1892

HOW HE PASSED SENTRY.

An Qacideat of the Langwarrin
Encampment.

“ Who goes there: 17

¢ Friend.”

* Advance and give the countersign.”

“ The wha 1”

* The countersign,”

“Sure, I haven't brought it with
m-.”

« Come on, now."”

¢ Sure, that's wlut 1 want to do,
and you wou't let me.”

“Give me the word for the night
firse.”

“ Ye might as well ask me for the
word for the day. Do you want it in
Freuch 1"

¢ Stand back.” )

“ Don't by prodding at me with that
skewer of yours.”

 You can't pass without the counter-
sign.”

“ Divil tuke the countersign, and
you too. Is tlmt Mickey Phelan ¥

‘ Tlml s ma,”

“You're not going to keep an ol
friend dancing an Ivish jig out here in
the wet for want of a paliry wurd,
Mickey IPhelan$”

* iv's after bugle-roll, and my orders
are to let no one phss unless they can
give the countersign.”

“Oh! be hansed to you, 1 dom't
believe ye know it yourself.” .

“I'll swear I do.”

* You never had much of a memory.
Look here, I'va got a flask of whisky
—the ralo stulf, in my pocket, I'll

bet ye that on. it ye dun't know the

blexsedd cuuntersizn, ns ye call it.”

* Doue. It's ¢ llopetoun.’ Pass it
over.”

¢ When 1 get inside.”

“Stand Lack., You haveu't the
word.”

*Yes, I have. ¢ Iopetoun.’”

Form vanishing in the darkness,
Seutry cursing.  Atmosphere foggy
with un-Christian uttevances.— Ael-
bourne P’unch, April 21st, 1892,

TRACTS FROM The Guelpu Obzerver

o
25 MAY 1894

CCACHIRG.

ROYAL MAIL
LINE OF COACHES

RAVR the Olvl Enlllml Motel, Heldel-

berg, for Lowee Pleniy, Kitham,

Kangaroo Groood, Paatos Hill, and Q-m
stown ;. T ¢ and W

the following times t—

KANGAROO OROUKD AND QUS!NS.
TOWN LINR,
w Queenstown ... 6.15 a.m.
w Kangarco Gd:. 730am,
Leave Heldelberg ... 3.5 p.m

TEMPLESTUWK AND WARRANDYTE
6.ny.'

Coach 'l‘nln s.10 p.n. trom Collingwood,
R. LEWI8 & CO,,
Proprluon.

N otlce. .
'ﬂll

Roya.ll Mail Coach

RAVRS Diamond Creek for Heldelberg

Rallway Stathn at 7.48 a.m, and $ 39

pm, leaves Ueldelberg foe Diamon !
Lresk atl l-u.m.m-d.ﬁa.

Free  Peddock -t Diamoad - Creek foe
pnm'm Norses,

t

Dav llninu . o 3,
‘W. WILSOY,
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. Popular Girl Quest
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18

: (Al 3
Warrandy+e Infan’r Welfare Appeal

A Su R a N ) »
Your Help is Urgen’rly Needed s
‘ C m————— . b A e =
We realise that the coming generation ne eds our help. Wars bring about a decline in
health, and it is our duty to remedy this factor.
FACIS THAT PROVE WHY HEALTH CENTRES . ARFE ES,SEN’I‘IAL:'—
1. Expcctant Mothers con receive advice on Diet and General Care cf their Health.
] 2. Mothers can take their Babies for regular weighing and obtain advice in Infant Managunent
4 and Feeding. .
3. Mothers can take Toddlers and Children to School Age for advice on Diet and General Care.
4. Infantile mortality for Victoria some years ago was 120 per 1000 for babies under 1 yecar. In
1941 it was 36 per 1000. )
5. Pifty years ago the dcath rate from Diarrhoea was 29.66 per 1000. Four years after the first
Centre opened it dropped to 9.86 per 1000. For wasting diseases amongst babies it was 22.24
per 1000, and dropped to 6.77 after the first Centre was opencd; and.in 1941 it was 1.42 per 1000
A1l advice is given free by a Trained Sister.- : s o . s ML i
The lessening of mortality can be attributed to th: growth of Baby liealth Centres,
At present our local Centre is carried on in the Public Hall, but as conveniences are limited, it
is unsuitable for the Sister to carry out her duties.
The land, situated in the centre of the town, on the Main Road, has alrcady been granted for a
Centre. For nearly four years the Committee have refrained from appealing to the public, realising
“that “Win the War” policy was first preference. This appeal will take the form of—
The (‘hosen Girls are——MlSS LOIS HASLEM (South). MISS BARBARA 'TODD (Ceniral).  MISS
MARGARET MAHONY (West)
OPENING NIGHT—NOVEMBER 10
List of Functions—
CARD NIGHT, Nov. 6 ’ NOVELTY NIGHT, Dec. 4 (M,ms Todd d )
OFFICIAL OPENING, Nov. 10 PICTURE NIGHT, Dec. 10 z;,zae’ .0C
PICTURE NIGHT, Nov. 12 : f’w ®’ NOVELTY FAIR, Dec. 11 3
NOVELTY NIGHT, Nov 20 (Miss Haslem) O GRAND FINALE, Dec. 18 : -y
NOVELTY NIGHT, Nov. 27 (Miss Mahoney) Q) 239-00 . ol
A}

Authorised Collectors will canvass the Warrandyte District.
8 Donations may be credited to any of the Popular Girls if so desired, and may be forwarded to—

MRS. M. JONES, Hon. Secrectary.
CONSTABLE McCOLL, Hon. Treasurer.

- 1 S
; i D e B v A -—-—w——— (i ms e ....—u
e " 800 '.uy.nmm;‘\qu [y 3 ] l
IIIMWQ'*W’ -



FROM THE ARCHIVES

.

Both of these photos were taken during the 1934 floods. The photo
above was taken from the end of Anderson Street looking to the east.
The road was cut off opposite Whipstick Gully as shown in the photo

below. To the left is the Presbyterian Church and in the background is
the Grand Hotel.
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A Home of our own at last 77

The Historical Society's final home for the museum is still to be
decided but we know it will be either in the Historic Post Office or
in the new Community Centre. The outcome will be decided by the
Citizens' Advice Bureau who are considering a move to the Community
Centre.

Vale - Stan Houghton

The Warrandyte Historical Society lost a valued member recently when
Stan Houghton died suddenly on Monday, 8 July. Stan had a vast store
of information about Warrandyte and the Houghton family, as those who
attended the seminar last year will no doubt remember.

Stan will be sadly missed and our sincere s
Fay, and family.

ympathy goes to his wife,

Some years ago, Stan gave the Societ
and these will be included in a late

y some notes on the Houghton family
r issue of the Newsletter.

Good response to appeal

From the Committee of Management, we would like to extend our sincerest
thanks to all members who contributed to the fund-raising cake stall
and raffle on Saturday, 6 July. We are happy to announce it was a most
successful day, and once the raffle has been drawn on Saturday, 3
August, we shall announce the winners and the total funds raised in The
Warrandyte Diary.

The local traders were very generous with over $600 worth of prizes
donated for our raffle. Tickets are on sale in many outlets around
Warrandyte and we are confident that this too will be a success.

We have been touched by the support of our members and the local

community, and to all concerned, give our thanks.
Gina Jones, Secretary

The Society thanks the following :

Beasleys Nursery Harry Heaths

Goldfields Pharmacy

Canoe Shed

Hairline

Marris Meats

Village Butcher

Way Ahead

Pins and Needles

The Flower Basket

The Greenery, Templestowe
S M Jones

Pigeon Bank

Warrandyte Natural Food Store

Headline

Bruce Bence

The Lunch Box
Warrandyte Hardware
River Clay

Goldfields Delicatessen
Riverview Motors

Len and Lee Phillips
Warrandyte Garden Centre
Warrandyte Cellars
Aumann's Nursery



GreaTt SovTRERN HILL.

(1) on Plan. —From the north side of .the cross- course, 7% tons yielded Sloz. 4dwt.; 2 tons,
30z. 10dwt. From the south side of the cross-course 15 tons gave 530z. 10dwt.; these returns
have been obta:ned by Holloway, Dixon aud Company, within the last few months. In the old workiugs
the reef is estimated to have yielded up to % ounces per ton. :

(2) From Whipstick Guily south to Fourth Hiil operations have been connne.l to the eastern ground
coutaicing spurs, and worked over 60 feet in width, results averaging up to 3 cunces per ton, rick puatches
were occasnomul) obtained. .
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I
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Extracts from a geological surveyors report of 1898 showing some
sketches of the Great Southern Mine and also some notes on it. The
reef being mined was between 4 and 8 inches thick.
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/
// THE CALEDONIA GOLD MINE
/ | |

The Caledonia Gold Mine was located at the end of what is now Tills
Drive. A detailed account of the official opening of the mine on 14
September 1906 was given in Newsletter No 71 of February 1990. The
following report was given by Mr E J Dunn F.G.S. who was the Director
of Geological Survey. Also shown is plan and cross section of the
mines as they were in May 1907. Note from the longitudinal section
that there were shafts and tunnels to a depth of 408 feet at that

stage.

THE CALEDONIA GOLD MINE, WARRANDYTE, NEAR
MELBOURNE,

(NO. 23 ON LOCALITY M4P.)
By E. ]. Dunn, F.G.S., Director, Geological Survey.

Warrandyte is 18 miles north-east from Melbourne, and the mines one
mile by road, or half-a-mile direct, north-east from the township. An
engine shaft, 1z feet by 4 feet, has been sunk to a depth of r1o fect to
the level, and a well is being sunk another 20 feet. Baling is done byv
means of a steam winch and vertical boiler. 1In sinking this shafi 30 feet
of alluvial ground was first ¢ncountered; then about 30 feet of aliered

Silurian rock, the balance being in unaltered sandstones and -mudstones
of light to dark grey cdlour. Iron pyrites is abundant in the beds.

At 300 feet north of the engine shaft is Upton’s shaft, 150 feet deep,
from which payable stone has been obtained. At 1g9o feet south of the
engine shaft js the whip shaft, 110 feet deep, from which the quartz is
bemng hauled. The prospecting shaft, 80 feet deep, is 50 feet south of
the engine shaft; and on the bank of the Yarra River, still further to the
south, is Grant’s shaft, go feet deep, not now used. From this shaft
quartz yielding as much as 7 ounces per ton is said to have been obtained.
All inese workings are on a flat on the eastern side of the Yarra.

The strike of the Silurian rocks is about nosth and south, and the dip
..t the bottom of the whim shaft is 40 degrees to east. The general strike of
the reef channel is about north 32 degrees west. The pitch of the country-
rocks is northward.

Auriferous quartz is being stoped at the 110-feet level and about 250
feet south from the whim shaft. This level is extended to 310 feet south
from the whim shaft. There is a distinct lode formation, with up to
.t feet of Lroken country-rock, and a quartz veinstone between the walls.
The lode channel has been fractured and displaced by a series of faults,
striking a few degrees west of north: the channel in each case going
north, is thrown to the west. Although the channel is thus displaced, the
quartz veins are continuous across the faults, as though they had been
formed later. The dip of the lode is 85 degrees to west. Besides the
principal quartz vein, ranging from 3 inches up to 2 feet in thickness
in the channel, there are also auriferous quartz veins, an inch or up to
3 inches thick, in the country-rocks. In fact, the country-rocks are not
explored, and more cross-cuts should be put in to search for other quartz
veins, especially on the western side. where centre-country must lie.
Recently 205 tons of quartz have been crushed for a return of 387 ozs.
5 dwts. of gold. If properly opened up, this promises to be a productive
mine. At go feet to the east is the Black Swan reef, from which some
rich patches of quartz are reported to have been taken. This line of reef
could be conveniently prospected or worked from the Caledonia workings.

Southward from the Caledonia mine. what is considered the same reef
was worked as the Yarra Tunnel mine, and from it excellent returns are
reported. Other reefs that have been worked in this locality are the Pig
Tail (now called Hornabrook’s Reward) and the Victory, right in the
township of Warrandyte. The ‘“ Dvke.”” a few chains to the east from
the Caledonia, has been extensively worked also.

[Report sent in 28th August, 1905.]



INTERESTING LETTER

/

// -
’ As part of his research into the historic Post Office, Bruce Bence
received the following letter giving additional background information.

Bruce Bence,

Warrandyte
Victoria 3113

Dear Bruce,

Thank you for your letter of 24 May 1991, requesting information
of the experiences of Mary Emma Clara HILL - my grandmother - during the
1939 bushfires in the area around South Warrandyte.

Mary HILL vas Postmistress of the South Warrandyte Post Office
from 1924, taking over from her daughter, Edith Mary HILL, who married in
that year. Edith M. HILL began as Postmistress at South Warrandyte on
3 April 1921. : .

A Post Office Van was sent to rescue Mary HILL on Black Friday,
January 13th 1939. Mary had time only to save Post Office possessions -
the cashbox, Crown Seal, date stamp and the Post Office clock. All her own
possessions exploded in flames. The Van driver unscrewed,the post receiving
box from Mary's front fence, and arove swWlftly away with his shocked and stunned
passenger. Mary HILL glimpsed her life's possessions being devoured by an
inferno as they left the scene of destruction. :

The fire had swept down from the timbered hill and up through
Mary's orchard to engulf both grandmother's home and the Post Office.
Nothing remained except two majestic pine trees, which stood sentinel over the
devastation.

The above information is contained in my book - "A Tapestry of
Ancestry", which is lodged with the Royal Historical Soclety of Victoria, the
State Library of Victoria, and the Library of the Australian Institute of
Genealogical Studies.

Is this information to be lodged with the Warrandyte Historical
Society or the Ringwood Historical Society?

Yours faithfully,

(Mrs.)_ Dorothy C. Cross



FROM THE ARCHIVES

The Caledonia Gold Mine in its heyday with substantial buildings and a

large poppet head. This photo is thought to have been taken in about
1908. :

Walsh's Bakery in Yarra Street looking back towards Melbourne. This
photo was taken by W. Walsh probably in the 1940's.
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VICTORIA GOVERNMENT GAZETTE

28-12-1883

POST OXFFICES.

T is hereby notified that Post Offices have been opened at the
undermentioned places, viz, :—
Bowrya, zid. GLENROWAN,
CrirtoNn HiLr,
Danrk RIVER, vii SNOWY CREEK,
MooxNDpana, vid Mok, .
PARKVILLE, and
TARRANDYTE RAILWAY STATION.

It is also notified that the name of the Post Office,
WATERLOO, GIPPSLAND, '
has been changed to ** Yaxnracox.”
GRAHAM BERRY,
Postmaster-General,

Poxt Office and Telegraph Department,
General Post Office,
Melbourne, 20th December 1883.

Stall at Warrandyte Market

Our Secretary, Gina Jones, reports that the Society will be holding a
stall at the Warrandyte Market during the November and December
markets. We have a good selection of items which make ideal Christmas
presents. ‘ '

Why not come and have a look - the market is held on the first Saturday
of the month at Stiggants reserve.



y the time Wally Manders came into the
.le deeds of the outhouse it had a decided
«sean to port, but this, said Wal, was mutual.
He left it that way, and furnished it with
a comprehensive library and some Van Gogh
prints.
So the building settled down to a new phase,
but so did the mine shaft, and, with it, the

floor.

Only the most adventurous guests stayed

long at Wally Manders’.

The arrival of a Mrs. Manders saw great
A new shaft was selected, be-
neath a large, shady redgum, the surrounding

changes made.

house out but not dowh

earth was levelled, the buillding was reftoored,
painted, and the library extended.

Visiting Wal recently, we were lying on the
lawn, listening to ‘the bellbirds, when we
heard a loud “crack” over in the direction of
the redgum.

“Don't worry,” said Wal, “redgums always
make that noise on hot, still days—it doesn’t
mean a thing."”

Crack—suish CRASH'!!—an enormous bough
Jel through the roof of the tomgh old ouf-
house—it was a direct hif.

After t.hankmg our lucky stars ‘that nobody
had been using the library at the time—es-

pecially ourselves—swe deplored the passing of
such a fine old warrior.

“Finish?” sald Wal "No. shell be jeke™

nelhrtedwdmgtmmncm saying:
“Not oftem you gel two tons o w So-
bivered free.”

A little hammering, mmu and dhﬂu,
soon had the old warricz buek to a temfert-
able 50 degrees hst. o,

“There you are,” sald Wal “YouW never
know the difference.”

Looking up epprehensively, we resansied

that there still remained many massive boughs
poised ominously owver the frali-docking
cubicle, ;ndukedﬂhcmgoln;hdomy—
thing about them.

“Yairs I will,” n.ldwu,lndto&ou&m
tbenndlngmuth



example, as those of John (arterwards Sir:
Jobn) O'Shanassy. Richard Heales, J. p.
"Fawhouer, und Wil Westgarth,  The!
“vammittee lost no time in announcing the
cotfer of a “reward of 200 guineas for the
inding of a workable goldmine or deposit
“within 200 miles of Melbourne, capable of
being wreought to advantage.”
An Energetic Prospector

Michel had not waited for an incentive-
vi this kind, He was oune of those who
had formed a party and started on the
search.  This party (himself, W. Habber-
lin, James Furnival, James Melville, J.
Meadon, and B. Greenig) was already some
wiles up the Yarra, diligently tracing ite
tributaries and trying here and ihere for
the “celour.”  On the last day of Juve,
in the ueigblourhood of the Deep Creek,
now hetter kpown as the Mullum Mullum,
tlowing {rom the south-east into the Yarra,
unt tar from Eltham, gold in quartz was
discovered, and the reef was traced for
sonie distance. The place.where the rold
was found was shown on July 5 w0 Dr.:
Webb-Richmond, as the representutive of
the gold discovery committee. It was in
the bed of Anderson’s Creek, and, accord-
ing to the local tradiiion, was a mile or
so up the creek from its junction with the
Yarra. More important to the public was
the information that the “find”’ was about
17 miles from Melbourne, in the vicinity
of Warrandyte. On July 8 full particulars
were communicated to Lieutenant-Gover-
nor Latrobe. The committee met on July
16, and expressed satisfaction with the
sample of gold submitted by Michel, and the
newgpapers announced on the following day

the existence. and whereabouts of the dis-
On August 4 further discoveries :
were communicated to thc committee by -
It was said to have obe;_‘
tained with only shovel and tin dish among :

covery.
Michel’s party.

the alluvial deposits gold, minute but toler-
ably abundant,

By this time the Government had be-

come interested, and a Crown Lands Com-

migsioner (N. A Fenwick) was instructed
to make inquiries on the spot and report.
On August 6 be, with several members of

“the gold discovery committee, including the -

sccretary (H. J. Hart) and a jeweller (I
Walsh) . set out for Anderson's Creek.
Neveral members of the party tried their
luck with tin dishes, and every dishiu] of

wash-dirt yielded some particles of gold—-

~ne ten, another six, and a third four.
ihe whole yield was put together and
handed in a tin match-box to the commis
<ioncr for the inspection of the Governor.
On August 20 it was reported ' that” there
were between 150 and 200 men ‘on'' the
ticld.  The ground extended along the
creck for about three miles, Tom Fletcher
cleaved £8 in a week. Cradles were in use,
[t is on record that a cradle owned by
Alichel, in which quicksilver was used to
catch the gold, proved ineffective, and wag

turned into two cradles of the ordinary -

kiud.

named Armstrong, and four

moutited

constables, pitched their tents at Ander. .
sou’s Creck, and permits to search, which |

preqededn-\by 8.‘.‘ f eW;}day { .

A few days later a Crown bailiff, .

1



LILYDALE EXPRESS

JANUARY 1919

LiLYDALE

Motor Garage.

T Burton Bros.
Agents f or the FAMOUS

Cars

Touring Double Seater
Easy on Tyres. Easy on Petrol and Q.
SINGLE SEATER,
Electric Lights.
Hood. .
Wind Screen. 5.

2N ANV
Everything Complete.
PRICES ON APPLICATION.

FORD -CARS

" Tttt Sate of any Caroin thr world, Over 50.%00 nold eviry yoa Thia
el We carre n sluch' of duplicate parts, and can supply auy pnrt
urte nt omhe -teat notice

3U\ A CAR through us. W2 will teach-yon to drive, and under-
stand the working of the Car. ,Demonstrations at any .lme.

ENGINE work and repairs -a speciality

OV WORK, PAINTING AND TRIMMIiNG AT IOW PRICEN.
A EasORLS STOUKED, TYRES, 'FUBES, oIy, LT,

Cars for Hire Day or Night.  City Evening Trips Special Rates




OM THE ARCHIVES

The original grocery store in Yarra Street was owned by Mr H Squires
who was a local farmer. The original butcher shop was located just to
the left of this photo. The photo was taken some time before 1914 when
Mr Squires died.

Wélsh’s Warrandyte Hotel was located on the corner of Yarra Street and
Mitchell Avenue where the Mechanics Institute is now situated. This

photo is thought to have been taken in the early 1920's, some time
before it burnt down in 1925,
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Membership Application Form

KKK KRR R R R R KRR R A R R R R R R R kR R R A R R R R R kR Ak kA KRR A kR kR AR IR ARk R R KRR A kA hkhkkkkkXk
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION (Please send ‘-to P.0.Box 67, Warrandyte, 3113)

RENEWAL______ NEW

NAME......oI000;.-ooolu0-oo.bona.....nuca.uo..-o uuuuu @ o 0 0 0080800060000 00

TEL NO...............HOME...............WORK

ADDRES S vttt tereeceesoosessnsosscsssssossosssssscanannss Cteetrreccscnenns
SPECIAL INTERESTS OR SKILLS ...ttt eooeesoseeasocacessossacsonosncsssssas
ARE YOU HAPPY TO BE INCLUDED ON THE MUSEUM ROSTER 2. .....ceveeeveennenns

FAMILY $10 ... SINGLE $7 ... STUDENT $0.50 ... PENSIONER $5 ...
LR T T Y Y Y Y Y R R s T

Society Office Bearers

President ¢ Ted Rotheram 844 2438
Vice President : Bruce Bence 844 3122
Vice President : Michael Willersdorf 898 4381
Secretary t Gina Jones 844 3662
Treasurer ¢ Alan Alder 844 3237
COMMITTEE

- Newsletter Editor ¢ Richard warwick 844 1089
- Newsletter Distribution : Ken Crook 844 3323
= Incorporation Officer ¢ Ian Hodgson 844 3651

To All Members
from the

President and Officers of the S ociety



This collection of paintings of many of Warrandyte’s now quite famous artists
is presented by the Warrandyte Historical Society. The task of locating most of
the paintings has been long and difficult. Information about the painters is sketchy
and in many cases not documented at all. The works all come from private collectors, -
as the present structure of Victoria's public National Gallery makes borrowing paint-
ings for an exhibition of this kind an Impossibility. The Society wishes to sincerely
thank all those who have allowed their most treasured pictures to be put on ex-
hibition.

In the late 1890's, as the gold was running out and the river valleys were
slowly returning to the serenity of the pre-mining days, artists first became interested
in Warrandyte. Among these pioneers was Clara Southern, who, through the National
Gallery School, soon convinced others to join her. Jo Sweatman built a cottage and
studio on “The Hill" beside Clara Southern in 1910, and these cottages can still be
seen overlooking the township from the north side of the river.

In 1913 Penleigh Boyd returned from England and built in Warrandyte. His
house still exists in Kangaroo Ground Road, just up from the bridge, and is classified
by the National Trust.

Adrian Lawler built on “The Hill" and Nutter Buzacott, Frank Crozier, Arnold
Shore, Jock Frater and Ambrose Hallam all lived in the town for differing periods
around this time.

1937 saw the arrival of Danila Vassilieff, who built a beautiful stone and log
house, “Stonygrad” in Hamilton Road. He taught at the Koornong School not far
from his home, and carved in stone using Lilydale rock.

After World Wer Two pottery became more predominant in the district, but
such artists as Harry Hudson, Wally Manders, Lindsay Tonkin, Howard Matthews
and Christine Gray-Aldor continued the standards set by the earlier Warrandyte
Artists.

NUTTER BUZACOTT. (Born Perth 1905, died 1977). Melbourne National Gallery School in 1907.

He studied at the Melbourne National Gallery
School and at lan McNabb Grosvenor School,
London. He lived and painted at Warrandyte
for some time before moving to Queensland.
He won the Crouch Prize in 1940.

PENLEIGH BOYD. (Born England 1890, died 1923).

He was noted for his paintings of wattles, the
bush and the river Yarra at Warrandyte. He
studied at the Melbourne National Gallery
School and Europe. He won 2nd Prize in the
Federal Capital Site Competition in 1913 and
the Wynne Prize in 1914.

FRANK CROZIER. (Born Maryborough 1883, died

Warrandyte 1948).
A first world war artist who had studied at the

He was well known during the ““Middle Period"
of Australian Landscape Painting. He exhibited
extensively in Australia and overseas.

WILLIAM FRATER. (Born Scotland 1890 —

He was a pioneer of Post-Impressionism in
Melbourne. He studied at Glasgow School of
Arts, in London and Paris. He won a prize in
the Dunlop Competition in 1950 and the Eltham
Art Award In 1965,

CHRISTINE GRAY-ALDOR. (Born Blackwood,
South Australia 1913, died Warrandyte 1970).
She was a painter and a print maker who
studied at the South Australian School of Arts
and Crafts and under George Bell (1949-53).
She was founder of “Melbourne Prints".



informal supper
The date and location of this photo

joying an

A group of Warrandyte artists en
after a painting class.

are not known.
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ALXTRACTS FROM “The

“DEATH OF WARRANDYTE..
' " FOOTBALLER

. WA MSAULEY KILLED ON
5 .- ACTIVE SERVICE -

ﬁﬁu~ﬂgﬁp b T

B/ Thé'news of - the death of Bill Me-
PAuleys killed in . action in New
Guinea, was received with feelings
of - profound * regret throughout the
Warrandyte district, The news was
wéceived by his mother on Tuesday.
.- Bill. McAuley served in the 3fiddle
Tast for two years, and on his retwn
rwas' sent to New Guinea, A promi-
mgnt . athlete~ Bill McAuley played
football: and ericket with the War-
randytd.Club: for a number of years.'
fA ‘strong footballer, he was knowu
to7all ‘the fans by the way he came
it gougb with;the ball. These dash-
ing. tactics made him the ideal sol-
dier—one who never knew when he
wyas beaten. . | :

&'A good son, a kindly brother, and
. firm;friend, Bill McAuley's passing
il be regretted by all who lknew
him; and we: “dips our lid” to ond
wha thas played the game and paid

he sugrome gacrifice,

FEBRUARY 11 1943

Ringwood Mail"

NOVEMBER 4 1943

WARRANDYTE .
GIFT NIGHT

On  Saturdav. October 21, a gift
night wae tendired to Miee Jovee
Roberteon by Ler many friends in
honor of her aunproachthe marringe
to Mr V. Bellingham. The evening
proved a happv and enjovable one.
and dancing was:  enjoyed to  the
strains of Milne's Danc.:e Rand. with
Mr T. Warr ac \IC.

The yruest of honor looked charm-
ng in a black ¢flk beaded guit, and
the other guests were received at
the door by the Fcesteszes. Mdsdames
C. Warr, A. Tresize, V. Cooper and
M. and 1. Higgins.

The hall was attractively decorat-
td by Mrs C. Warr.

The zuest of honor wae the recipi-
ent of many useful and beautiful
gifts. A dainty supper was served
by the hostesses.



/
/ WARRANDYTE PRIMARY SCHOOL 1872

/
/ Reproduced below is an extract from a contemporary report from the
Warrandyte Primary School giving details of attendances in 1872-73 and

comments regarding the buildings in 1873.

5e Attendances 1872-73
A letter signed by Thomas Hurly, Head Teacher as at
31 Jamuary 1873 gives the following enrolment and average attendance

figures:
Enrolment for the year 1872: 37 boys, 45 girls, total 82
January 1873: 45 boys, 46 girls, 91
Average attendance week ending
18 Jamuary 1873: 3542
25 January 1873: 68.1
1 February '73: 79.1
6. 01d building in disrepair by 1873

In view of the increasing enrolment, Building Inspector
A. McIntyre was asked to report on the state of the schooles On 4 May 1873
he reported as follows: "The above school is in a very unsatisfactory
condition. The building is of split slabs and round posts. The plates
laid on the ground are decayingee.e consequently the building is sinking...
the walls have been heightenede.e on top of originale... and without any
stayse A verandah along the front is the only support which prevents it
from blowing down. The roof is also in a dilapidated state, The timbers
of the roof are of round poles, covered with half palings, which admits
the rain to go through all over., I consider it undesirable that any money
be spent on the present building, as £25 would be required for temporary
repairs, which would not give any satisfaction when done."

Departmental Architect Herbert R, Bastow agreed that a new building was
necessary, but meanwhile requested ... "the adoption of “some temporary
expedient to keep rain from penetrating the roof",.

McIntyre recommended "that the roof be carefully repaired with palings (at
as little expense as possible) to make it water-tight, and a temporary
stay fixed at endeses this may answer for a few months... the cost should
not exceed say £6."



‘ROM THE ARCHIVES
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These two views of Till's Orchard were taken in about 1920. The
orchard was located on the south side of the river at the end of what
is now Till's Drive. The top photo shows the Caledonia Gold Mine on
the right hand side.
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ED RY !

Gina Jones has regretfully resigned as Secretary of the Society as she
now has full time employment. Gina has offered to continue with a
number of jobs that she has been doing for the Society outside of her
Secretarial duties.

It is with regret that we accept Gina's resignation and would like to
thank her, Andrew and their girls for their input to the Society. We’
will miss Gina's drive and enthusiasm and we thank her for a job well
done.

The Society has appointed an acting Secretary but would like to hear
from anyone who could take on this”important position. The Secretary's
Job is interesting and vital to the future of the Society. 1If you are
interested please write to P. 0. Box 67 Warrandyte, 3113.

ANDYTE FESTIVAL

This year's Festival will be held on the weekend of 28/29 March. The
theme of the Festival will be "Wildlife in Warrandyte" and the Society
is currently planning a float - see Ted or Bruce if you have any ideas
or would like to assist.

VICTORIAN HERITAGE FESTIVAL

The Victorian Heritage Festival will be held during the period 4-16
April 1992. The Society, in conjunction with the City of Doncaster and
Templestowe, will be conducting the following on 5 and 12 April (both
Sundays):

* Historic walk along the river
* Historic walk through Andersons Creek Cemetery

For further details contact Ted or Bruce

KANGAROO GROUND FIRE BRIGAD
AN

The Kangaroo Ground Fire Brigade has recently celebrated its Centenary.
To mark the occasion Bruce Bence has written a book covering the
history of the brigade from 1892 to 1992. The book, which costs $10.00

is available at the Museum or from the Kangaroo Ground Fire Brigade.
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A i eeniiitar et Warrandvte who !
ferrentt e “Calours™ of gold from the |

Sdeovand the old workings.

The ceaseless tapping of the pick punctuated his words. Beads of
perspiration slid down his face. When the sugar bag was full of
"specimens" it was at a trot rather than a walk that he shambled down
to the pool. Rigid and silent, he played the water round the dish.
Silver and gold flashed dazzlingly. Then the agitating hands became
still, and there, in the dish, was only coarse sand and clayey water.
Slowly, one after the other, great beads of perspiration splashed into
the water. His eyes searched unavailingly.

After the billy had been boiled we sat down outside the hut and watched
the white smoke drifting away into the darkness. As the after glow
faded, the trees seemed to draw closer, and became a solid black mass.
Below, the Yarra tumbled in its rocky bed.

BARE-KNUCKLE ENCOUNTERS

"There were four hotels and nearly a thousand miners on the Warrandyte
diggings then," continued the old fossicker. "Rough times they were,
and a rough crowd. Good hearted enough, but You were no good as a man
unless you could fight and drink and swear. The main street outside
Floyne's Hotel was a kind of recognised battleground.  Just a couple of
words and there would be a ring in the twinkling of your eye, with two
big, red shirted fellows hammering each other like pile drivers. The
quietest fellows were generally the most dangerous. I remember seeing
George Woodfield, a very silent chap, holding the head of a swaggering
bully "in chancery" one day, and hammering him mercilessly until his
face was a pulp."



"In a big barn in Templestowe we held dances. Real barn dances. We
pushed the straw bales back against the walls and swept a space clear
in the centre. Polkas, guadrilles, valettas, cotillions - we danced
them all and when we were tired we perched our partners on top of the
straw bales and sprawled on the loose straw below them. So you see
even on the diggings we had our sense of gallantry. We always put
women on a pedestal.

AN EARLY MINING DISASTER

"At Wheeler's mine, near Templestowe, in the eighties I was
present when a terrible accident occurred. They were sinking a new
shaft near an o0ld shaft and drive which were full of water. They were
working continuous shifts. Louis Grant and Jimmy Young had come home
from a dance shortly after midnight, and we chatted together as they
changed into their working clothes. They must have known the danger of
striking water because before they went down Jimmy Young said to me,
"Well we're going down, Mike, but we don't know whether we'll ever come
up again." They were dead before they had been down half an hour. At
the second charge they fired they broke into the old waterlogged drive.



1864, but I still laugh when I think of that journey. Bullock wagons
were the usual means of transport, but at that time bullocks were
scarce, and we were fortunate in securing a team. On the way we met a
less fortunate party travelling in a light cart which had been forced
to use a lazy old rascal of a horse called "Snookems" as leader with a
dehorned bullock, a "poley" as they used to call them, behind it. Wwe
travelled with them for guite a long time. Up hill and down dale they
went with their strange team, the bullock violently butting the horse
every time it dozed off in the shafts, which was pretty frequently.

RICH REEF IN THE TOWNSHIP

"We met with success from the moment we reached the diggings. Within
three weeks we took nearly 500 oz. of red gold out of one patch within
two chains of where the present hotel stands. The miners were passing
all day long, but nobody knew anything about it until the gold was in
the bank. It didn't pay to talk. 1It's a strange thing, but where gold
is very rich it is generally reddish, and the dirt around it is red -
almost as though the ground had been soaked in blood.

Entrance to the Victory tunnel at W ar-

randyle, which runs direct for 300 yards
inlo the centre of 1ictory Hill.

"My father and I also discovered the Masterton reef, which was small
but rich - it went about 130 oz. to the ton. On the very day I
returned to Warrandyte after a trip to the Farmer River diggings in
North Queensland I found the best reef that had been discovered on the
field up until that time. That was the Pigtail reef on Pigtail Hill at
the back of the township. We won gold worth £12,000 from it."



/
{fSTORY OF POTTERS COTTAGE

/

// The following is a brief history of Potters Cottage and has been

/ reprinted from a brochure advertising the Gallery and Restaurant.

"
g§

-

MOONLIGHT COTTAGE _

n 1958. five Warrandyte potters — Phyl Dunn. Arthur Halpern. Gus McLaren. Reg Preston and Charles Wilton. with John Hipwell as president
— joined forces to promote an interest in Australian handmade pottery. The potters took over an old cottage near the Warrandyte bridge that was
hen known as “Moonlight Cottage”, having been built in the 1890's by a miner working by moonlight after spending the day digging for gold at
he New Caledonian mine.

After raising capital of .£100 the potters spent many hours repairing and fitting out the old cottage. The name POTTERS COTTAGE was registered
ind officially opened by Dame Mabel Brookes in September. 1958. Public reaction was immediate: people could buy handmade pottery and talk
o the potter. Word travelled quickly and soon most weekend visitors to Warrandyte called in to browse. buy or chat. In fact. so good was the public
esponse that within two years. Potters Cottage had outgrown its origins and a larger property was purchased to replace “Moonlight Cottage™.

The old Zock farmhouse on six acres was for sale and so in 1961. Potters Cottage moved to its present site in Jumping Creek Road. With the move
:ame three new potters to the compay, Elsa Ardern. Sylvia Halpern and Kate Janeba. Once again the job of renovating and fitting out kept all hands
wsy. The official opening was performed by Professor Zelman Cohen on September 30th. 1961.

Again with overwhelming public response. the original cottage was considerably extended to meet the demand for handmade pottery and craft. Exhibitions
w~ere also popular with collectors and several pieces from Potters Cottage joined the permanent ceramics collection of the National Gallery of Victoria.
n 1965 came the Potters Cottage Prize. where a cash prize was offered to the best exhibitor as encouragement for excellence in ceramics. Those
~ho have won the prize include Les Blakeborough. Robin Welsh. Peter Rushforth. H. R. Hughan. Milton Moon. Greg Daly. Jo Szrer. Kim Martin.
‘aul Davis. Jeff Mincham and Victoria Howlett.



///(TRACTS FROM "The Ringwood Mail" -'

14 DECEMBER 1944

SOUTH WARRANDYTE

DUSH FIRE BRIGADE

A branch of the Bush Fire Brigade
was formed at South Warrandyte
last year, when.over €40 was sub-
seribed  and handed to the central
branch at Warrandyie for the pur-
chase of equipment, which, with =
, truck and tank kindly loaned by Mr
J Wilson, and an engine and pump
leaned by Mr E Humphries, proved
to be an effective fire fighting unit
last ‘year.
Since then further improvements
have been made i~ cquipping the
sub-branch, and at the last meeting
it was decided to install a siren on
Mr Wilson’s property. _
With increased wmenlership and
the intcrest of all residents. this sub-
branch will be a great asset to the .
district in safeguarding it from the MARCH 9 1944
menace of fires.
The membership fee is only 2/6
per year, but donations wiill ke grate
fullv reccived hy My Pleming, head
master, State schoo!, and Mr G Stat- : BUSH FIRE RELIEF
ton. hon sece, Crovdon rd. Sth, War-
randyte.

CROYDON FUND

T " Proviously ackaowledged. £22 12 0
Mrand Mre GRWhite .. 1 0 O

£23 12

RINGWOOD FUND
Droviously acknowledged . €74 0 0
Ringwood East Baptist

Church .. .. .. .. 6 8§ %

£80 5 3

SOUTH WARRANDYTE

£21 RAISED ‘FOR BUSH FIRE
FUND

Held in aid of the Bush Fire Re-
lief Fund, the dance at South War-

dytec on March 4, and the com-
munity s‘nging at tke hall on the
previous Sunday, brought in £21 te
the funds Both functions were well
attended, and the fund was helped
by gifts and donations. :

The prize of towels was won by
Mrs C Milne. Mr Maggs acted as MC
at the dance.




fROM THE ARCHIVES

A coffer dam constructed in the river behind the Post Office during the
Depression in the 1930's. The dam was used to keep water out whilst
the river bed was searched for gold. There are still some remains of
these timbers that can be seen when the water level is low.

The 01d Post Office taken during the 1960's. It is interesting to note
the types of cars being used at the time and also the old style

telephone boxes in which you could actually hear the person talking to
you !
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Creek.

A short time after Harry's arrival a sister Miriam arrived
with her husband Henry Stiggant and her children. Thus at
this time three brothers and two sisters were in the colony
and four of them still in Andersons Creek.

James and his sons after spending some time at South Yarra
moved on to Gippsland where at Rosedale they established the
Gippsland Brick Works. James and his boys were joined by his
wife Harriet and daughter Ellin. The family later sold the
brickworks and took up land at Boolara where James ultimately
died in 1896. James was not the only member of the family
connected with brick making as in the late 19th century James
Grey Russell owned and operated the Standard Brick Works at
Box Hill. This family connection carried on unbroken until
the 1970's. James' son Walter managed the works until his
death in 1949 his place being taken by Edwin Houghton a
grandson of Harry Houghton. Four of Edwin's brothers also
worked at various times at the works and one brother Sydney
having his right arm severed in an accident there in the
1930's. These works are still operating at the time of
writing.

At Warrandyte the Stiggant family almost immediately struck
it rich with discoveries of rich reefs. They discovered the
Masterton Reef, the rich Pig Tail Mine, and two other lesser
reefs. They remained at Warrandyte until the early 1920's
when they moved to Box Hill.

After Harry's arrival he and Stephen lived together exactly
opposite the present day gates of the Cemetery. 1In fact,
fruit trees they planted there, were still standing until
most of them were destroyed in the 1939 fires, although a
cherry plum tree survived until at least 1949. Their gold
prospecting efforts were not rewarded with any notable
success.

Harry was a giant of a man and was renowned in the area for
his great strength. He for some time operated the punt over
the Yarra at Warrandyte, this punt was the only access to the
north for several miles. 1In October 1866 on a very wet
night, Harry's sister Ruth allowed a wet and hungry traveller
to stay the night in a back shed. 1In the morning Harry rowed
the man across the river. Only later d4id they discover that
this man was the notorious bushranger Robert Bourke and the
day after crossing the river he shot and killed a man named
Hurst on the present site of Hurstbridge. Bourke was later
hanged for this crime at Melbourne Gaol.

Harry was a Lay Preacher in the Wesleyan Church and in 1877
he married Jane Charlotte Osmond who was at the time the
Principal of the Boroondara Ladies School "Matoonga Lodge"

Burvey Road, Bonth Bourke,



daughter of James Wilkinson Mitchener who with his two
brothers owned four blind manufacturing factories, the
largest being in Russell Street, Melbourne where the
Independent Church now stands, another was in Victoria
Street, Abbotsford, one in Drummond Street, Carlton and
another in Emerald Hill. The family owned the freehold of
all these properties and the area in Emerald Hill bounded by
Clarendon Street, Dorcas Street and John Street was owned by
James Wilkinson Mitchener. Although for that time the family
were in business in a large way, they suffered dreadfully in
the Bank Crash and ensuing depression of the 1890's and were
almost wiped out financially. Herbert Forden was a manager
for his father-in-law so his circumstances were also much
changed for the worse and as a consequence, the family moved
to Warrandyte. May's brother Albert, was later killed in
France in the First World War.

George's younger brother, Edwin, later married May's younger
sister Elizabeth thereby further connecting the two families.

Herbert worked as an engine driver on the Caledonian Mine and
the family later moved to the wattle and daub house on the
corner of Main Road and what is now Trezise Street. This
land was locally referred to as Perry's and was the site of
Warrandyte's first Post Office. Herbert (Bert) who had a
reputation as a man who could fix anything with his hands,
conducted a boot making and repairing business plus a watch
and clock repairing business at these premises. He also
repaired cricket bats for a large number of Cricket Clubs in
the Ringwood district. Bert died in 1942, his wife having
predeceased him by several years. Both were buried in the
Melbourne General Cemetery.

George and May Houghton lived immediately after their
marriage, in the Warrandyte:School residence which was then
vacant. They only lived there a short time as they had
purchased land on the corner of Main Road and Harris Gully
Road where they built a house. They also purchased the Clark
orchard which separated their land from George's father's
property. Thus the only people to live in that area since
1855 were in fact Houghtons. When the Council named the road
dividing his two properties, "Betton Crescent", George was
annoyed and disqusted. The Bettons were comparatively recent
arrivals and had either resided north of the River or in the
eastern end of the township. The naming of this road once
again illustrated the lack of judgement of Councils and also
the lack of consideration shown in their almost indecent
haste to name a street or road after a fellow Councillor
without taking into account the community services rendered
by other people.

George and May reared their ten children in the house. The
house was burnt to the ground in the 1939 bushfire and
another house was erected further down the hill and this
remained the family home until George's death in July 1956,
May having predeceased him in July 1953.

(to be continued)



Other reefs marked on the plan are the Hastings, the Scrubby, and
the Eagle, situated to the south of the Caledonia Consols, the Black Swan
to the south-east of the Caledonia mine, and the Bendigo, a little to the

. south-east of the Caledonia South. Dyke workings are seen on the hill-
. top directly to the east of the Caledonia. For yields, workings, &c., see
reports mentioned below. .

Felspar associated with the quartz reefs was noted at several of the
mines, probably indicating the presence of small dykes other than the
main north-west and south-east line, and adjacent to each reef. The
Caledonia case is one example.

The reports mentioned below on this area and its reefs, leave but little
for me to add:— : .

E. J. Dunn, F.G.S., Czledonia mine, Warrandyte. Rec. Geol. Survey,
Vict., Vol. II., pt. 1, pp. 50-51I, 1907.’

R. A. F. Murray, F.G.S., Report on the Warrandyte Gold-field.
Special Report, Department of Mines, Victoria, 1896.

W. Forbes, Report on the geological survey of Warrandyte. Progress
Report, Geological Survey, Victoria, No. IX., pp. 47-48, map and
sections, 1898. :

Other plans to the north and south of this area are:—Geological plan
of Nillumbik by O. A. L. Whitelaw. Geological Quarter-Sheet 40 N.W.,
Warrandyte-Ringwood, by R. A. Moon, B.E.

[Report sent in 24.4.07.]

CEOLOGICAL PLAN

PORTION OF THE PARISH OF WARRANDYTE SHOWING THE
REEFS OF THE CALEDONIAN GROUP
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EXTRACTS FROM "The Ringwood Mail"

Following the ceremony over fifty
ruests were entertained by Mr and

WEDD]NG Mrs Robertson at the breakfast ot
. the Warrandyte Hall,
—_— Mrs Robertson chose a black sueds

_ "RTSON erepe ensemble, with shoulder spray.
BELLINGHAM ROBERT of orchldls,i The groom's mother s\gorzl
& navy blue crepe ensemb!
_ spraﬁr of orckids. mble and a
. . The usual toast list h
i interest to Warran : ' wag honored,
dy‘:e w:;%r;ﬁuof was  celebrated &t the toas‘: iof the ‘ bride and bride-
Scots Church, Colling strect, Mel- ‘g“m ' :h“il ;ﬁ‘bm‘tted by Cr C.
bourne, on Saturday. 13th Nuven- diems“ r;(r van made by e wed
ber, when Joyce- Agnes, 2nd daugh- m::fh :1n e war made by the bride's
o [ ]
ter of Mr and Mrs A. Roberteon Over 200 guests attended the re-

t..
Warrandyte, was married to Lien ception in the evening, and g happy

Vict B ham, returned from '
Mifi:ll; Ea:lt]h;:d N;w Guinea, eldest time was spent in dancing to thel

) trains of Milne's 4
Mrs T. Bellingham, *® 8 dance band,
aBo:llazit.Mr and Solos were rendered by Mrs H.

Johnston, and Fay: .
The bri as recently a member ) ¥' Anderson- gavye
of the Adv%&, and a number of mlay ofdtap dancing. M, J.gSchu?I
Land Army girls formed a guard of Th:r;:;p;,::o:?)‘ﬁent McC,
honor, were the recipi-
The bride, who was gh‘r‘en a:vay by :';ft:‘ of many beautiful gnq "]a}?le
her father, presented a charming ap- '
pearance ixr her wedding gown of i Th‘; ivle"il':g closed with the sing:
Leavy white suede crepe, clegantly ngdo d ang Syne; ang the bri{l"g
beaded both sides of the centre front %“ E;i"“m left amid cheering and
around a long hip line, with circular est shes to spend their honey-
skirt billowing into a long train. A Moon at Lorne. _
coronet of orange blossum, held in .
place a long white tulle veil falling .
gracefully to end of train.  She
carried a bouquet of water lilies and
gardenias. ‘
The train was carried by the
bride’s two nephews, Craig and
Bruce Chivers and niece Lois Ander-
son. The white suits of the boys
were of the same material as the .
bride’s gown, .with color patch of ‘
the groom on the pockets. Lois An-
derson wore a frock of pale blue
figured georgette and blue head dress
with forget-me-nots and pink fairy
Toses. . |
The bride was attended by a;
bridesmaid, Pam Higgins, and a mat-,
ron of honor, Mrs E. Chivers (sis-'
ter). Their frocks were of pale blue,
ruede crepe with long hip' length
bodice and full circular skirts. Their 18 NOVEMBER 1943
pale pink tulle head-dresses were
held in place by delphiniums, blue
hydrangeas and cornflowers. - Their
bouquets were of blue delphiniums
interlaced with- Cecil Brunner roses.
The best man was Flight Sgt. C.
Robertson, brother of tke bride. The
groomsman was F. Bellingham, bro-
ther of the groom. The uniforms an
gowns made a colorful picture,
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The Grand Hotel looking eastward in about 1900.
in the photo are the horse and
open balcony of the hotel,
Street.

: Of interest
buggy in the foreground, the
and the other buildings in Yarra

The o0ld Post Office in Yarra Street. The date when this
photo was taken is not exactly known but it was at a time
when it was used as a General Store selling newspapers. It
is also known that between 1951 and 1956 it was used as a
local lending library.



