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Dear Girls and Boys,
What a v/ealth of nature surroimds

ii only we care to look! Even amid
the concrete and asphalt of the city
there are so many small creatures to he
seen* Most of these are insects*
Some are destructive and haimiful and
many dollars are spent aimually trying
to eradrcate them or keep them in check;
whilst others are "beneficial to *
Perhaps you would like to find
are our enemies and w'hich

You might like to
of some

us

man.

ou.t which

are our friends,
life historiesstudj^ the

of these insects,
hot all small creatures

insects. Slaters, slugs and snails are
not insects* Why? Neither are spiders.
I wonder^how many poor huntsman spiders
(Voconia) have been killed "because of
people*

are

i^iorance of this friend of
m.ane You would he doing yourselves
^.d others a good turn hy doing all
that you can to prevent the killing
these heneficial creatures.

Write to the editor and tell
him about yoiir discoveries.
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You v/ill not find any
flowers of the Common

Apple';oerry (Billardi era
scandens) ■but some of
the fruits v/ill still

he on the plants«
There are many sticky
seeds inside*.
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’'In the

especially to
tortoise^
you have b. tortoise

‘beginning^ ■?onsil--r the end-' is good advice
oo^vs aiia__ girls v/ho would lihe to keep a

lortoises i,lve long lives^ in fact, it
you should still have it

icu are grown up^- will yoii want it then? To'^toisee*'
do not play, so it is unlcind tp try to pl^^^ ^nr-ith th-^n

yey syep through the cold wethei fh?s ilj winter
tofua ti

teiuperkISks quarters. Cold
until the v/eatiier

»12

±esties are rept
llv tree.

j.j.

ortoises ai

0.f
a very J
●;-.●> r*eutiles livl

^ lam;

g in the days
hey are trie onlv

ell

f the dinosaurs,
+trsurvived to prese● es to ave

great es.without ar tr

sleep, and they sleep
, warias. When a tortoise

this winter sleep it is hungry and nsed,^
soa-.^ in. The species of tortoise usuali

on

wakes fro-h

a pool to
kept :is

■-'V
of the©Head

soak in,

in Victoria g.ust be fed in v^ate
and die

■ r Vl ",
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-Or or they wi

/ S’aall pieces
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i.arvG
They eat V6TT

YECKEI) TORTOI?SE. 01 .1.
n 30
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They are
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shiny grubs found
you keep tnem in a box of bran, and give tn-m ooo—
lonaily, pieces of lettuce leaf, Ir.rui, 'om uu'

will B.ultiply and become a\ood 30^0^
healthy lood for tortoise, and can be fed

r..:aGon wr.y pet tortoises die is that
they ax'e j.ed incoxnv-cfiy, English books tel3
girls to give them grass and lettuce,, which j ’
rignt diet for European tortoises, Aust
oises, however, cannot eat grass, The-Vmusf- b^ve +

insects given to in their pool' AltMu.^h
tortoises bask in the sue, they tieedsh^de as welf
their natural home is the banlt of a river or I'-ik^

to.rlorlje has an earthy leaJor
course, a pool - with stones "

so that it can clamber out
will allow,

travellers. That is why so maxiv
disappear, some to be killed on roads as they plod
along in search of a ''promised land", A wired off
yard or an extra large open-top wooden box makes
good home. I have kept two tortoises foh 50 years
^.d would not like to set them free, for I do not thiiHc

could iend for themselves, j j^opg my experiences
U Uves Of other tortoises.0—-nature Hotes May
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If ¥/e loolc at a single flov/er of
a hand lens, we can see that the stamens
together into five hundles,,

melaleuca under

are joined
it is important

v/e leaina to looh closely at the things we see,
can then understand why v/e do not call these plants
"■bottletrush",

all the stamens arc free

tha.t

horJt he frightened hy the name we have used because
it is made from two words which simply mean ”hlaeh
whhts”, Ihis is because of the dark foliage ana
paner-barh of some species. Some of the larger plants
of"Melaleucas are called paper-barks v/hile the smal-i.er
ones are usually referred to as honey myrtles

are about 150 species of melaleucas in
small shrabs to tall tress,

found in many schoolgrounds, is
Bush (Melaleuca hypencx-

It is a shrub
from 6 to 8 feet high,
\vhich blooms rusty brown
or d-all red flowers from
Christmas till v/ell into

the nev/ year.
Many streets are now plant
ed with species of paper-
bariCo Those we are likely
to find are Melaleuca
linariifolia which has
earned itself the_name

no?/ xn Suimiier'^ oeeause
he vvhite ilo?/srs seem to
cover the bush in December
like sno'w; Melaleuca
styphelioides has been
given the name "Prickly
Paper-bark"^
really prickly although
the leaves are small and

biff; Melaleuca
armillarls (Bracelet
myrtle) a dense bush
fine foliage and pale-
cream flov/ers in spring.

We
and

v/hit'e
En the callistemons, or bottlebrushes,

they are not joined together„
Collect some of the seed capsules from
a melaleuca bush, and place them in an
envelope, or on a tray,
days hundreds of small seeds v/ill drop
out of the capsules,
time you may like to grow some new
plants.

9

Australia,
jne of the
the Hillook

After a fev;There

rangine from
commonest

n

In the sprinf

folia) Enlarged
flowerT”

Besides sov/ing the seed fn a pot as v/e would any
ati interesting v/ay is to take a plastic dish,

in the bottom ar.‘.d almost fill v/ith good
Sow the fine seed sparsely on top -

and very lightly cover v/ith
This dish now needs to be placed in a larger

We pour wateip into the space between
the dishes, until the surface of our soil is moist
but not flooded. Tins are not very suitable for this

This method

seed,
put some holes
sandy soil,
from the point of a lenife
sand,

plastic dish■t«

f

because lust is poisonoxis to seedling
of growing seed is known as the "bog-method",

I can recommend the following melaleucas for you
or at home. If there

r'indows the pupils will be
around the flov/ers,

Melaleuca pulchella and Melaleuca thymifolia
about 3 feet high with mauve flower
and Melaleuca polygaloides have grey foliage with
yellov/ bi-u-shes and are 6 to 8 feet high. Melaleuca
lateritia (Robin Red-breast) Melaleuca elliptica,
Mel.longicoma, Mel.fulgens, Mel,steedmannii are all
from about 4 to 6 feet high, Melaleuca nesophila
grows over 10 feet high axxd has mauve "pom-pom
over Christmas, Have you some books in yoiir school

library that will tell you more
7 nature Notes May about these plants?

C5

to plant in your school garden
are some outside classroom
able to see the birds

i1

but it isn*t
9

are

Melaleuca incanaO o

Honey
hasOMelaleuca 9

Iiypeidcxfolia. s

n flov/ers

May Nature Notes—6OMelaleuca
GtvpneJioides
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and -this
A g.-:at

leavners'-'

a.i'e inanY

scales

is aV,' ■lI

a good definit-ion because^tliough il
differences a'part from the possession of feathers or

●:et'.veen 'the two groups there ai'e very maciy likenesses,
.I37 we are able to t:race the way iii which, groups o.l

animais evolved from simpler and earlier groups because quite
gOv'd series of fossils have been found linking iine two groups,
riowever ir; the oha-iige-over frora reptiles to birds only three
'Sells have been found which are part-way betw-een reptiles arm
.rds a: d these are all fossils of the one kind of creature,

has beer, named Archaeopteryx (the ancient v/inged creature)
alt: ough this creat'az'’e, wdiose fossils were fotcid in a fi.-v^-

stone in quarries in lermany, s+one v;hich v/as formed
about I7vl million year-s ago, had feathers and could glide

it could not fly well, it had a skeleton which is quite lik:-
tha'f' of s reptile and imllke that of a modern birda

So v70 have had to use the methods that detectives use and

compare birds 'vith the extinct reptiles to find what v;e believe
re from reptile to bird.
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le ancestors of birds’ lived about 225

a.nd were Pseudosuchians, small ere
legs and had skulls which are very much like

tures whichmin-.ion ano
i! 1

eir n

ose of medor:: birds,

lust i-ecently two bird
in mulsto.:x-j at Koonv/arra in

TSTl on Ll

.1

feathers have been found as 10

Victoria.,

still .find the missing linl

ilsc<
V J O

'These are about I4O
million

rep bile
7/e may betweeye-*^ s nis

ana

The Ptsran.odoii ’

Hesperornis lived about
T(J0 mill 1 on years ago
on Americans inland seas.
Its beak was Ihied v/it,h

sharp reptilian teeth.

’’■The .BirdsSome books for reiorence:
Tl

’’Evolutiov:.’

belong to the LI.FS /’.ATUPE hlBAAniY,All these books

y -f j_ t

●’c see for yours■. ^.f
these pvehist vie

ED, Use 3"our atlas to find Koonwarrs. in Victoria
Kational Ihiseura in Swanston Street, City,

the ’’skeletons

animals,

lej.41
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five red Ro'bi'i'iS
Most of

■There are

in AustraJ.ia.

you will leiow two of
these quite well.
Scarlet Eobin appears on

the G-ould League badges
noticed that it

a hlaciv throat and a

The

you*11 have to
to see a

family

That ’ s what

do soon if you want
member of the Kangaroo

:iative habitat.
When the white people

first settled in Victoria
14 or 15 species

family

Have yoii
●has

vfnite patch above t}.ie
bill? The ’Fl.ame Iiobin.

not ha.ve the black

-V ib beo-o-use the flamr:

Q-ni, Also

O viame

in its
Robin

ce

there ?/ere

of the Blangaroo
native to Victoria,
evidence shows that only
6 or 7 of these still

Y7liJ-te

the 3ca]‘let

the
red colour goes right up
patch on the forehead is much smaller oha;
Robin*s. The 3oa-rlefc Robih female arid young are
paler editions of the male, bv;t the
and young are quite different to rhe malc-n ^
r>ot have anv red colour underneath end are abouir
same size arid colour as a sparrow. They have a wnite
wing bar, whj.te outer tail feathers ar:d & sma^n w-ir^3
patch above the rdllo

These two Robins^arc ot':en
the same open fields in th
and hopping dO‘//n to 'the gro
The bcarietb a.re in
in flocks of about 10
more.

hef

Today,

Rlarae Robin female
They dosurvive.

The Red-bellied
Pademelon (Thylogale
billardierii) once a
vdetorian, nov/ survives
only

the
I

● r'

1 eeai

on fences

ici worms,

hrees but the Flames

sometiraes fev/er or manj

t-n

in Tasmania.
●r*

sitting
vrubs

'V

winter,h
1 for0.

1

ar

TC- S ,j

Rock Wallaby

bored areas to maice their
to go lip into
Ith snc'w ?.r

Both Robins go into i

nests in spring but the Flames
the high mountains which arey.
winter. Some of them nest 'In the
Healesville and up into the range

The Flame Robin is being

people in Melbourne who would
you if jou know where there are flociv
or nests during .summer.

iM.

The Rock Wallaby (Petrogale
penicillata) has become very
rare. Only a few hmidred

m now survive in Victoria.
l^Which one v;ill be next to
■' go? How can we protect
these and other native
animals from extinction?

prefer
covered

moimtci
Y.

tudied by a groupa
o

freP:

wir.t^.

~r>
■ I

/ ●,

o-uring
C!
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'■topped v.p

coTTie oO o-'j.r gard^rr.
The black’clras ai:d

as v.'ell,

TP:

■*" o c;

f'Ve'i.-" V'-. ar

hi"':-

k: C ●●-●● I'.i

!??cr-R»3E£^KSaE!EE'S!C.T««?iS» thrash'jsia

Ov'.od v;oi-A Rosemar-yJ
V-- ^ome heed'ing trap's on ivhiR'

leave some seeds for the finches, after tl
eeds have heeri eaten from the cosjuos, aJ.se

These need in^t 'be elaborate

it nigh - raea

c jiii.d

's ●

j-

«?

o

a v;ater tray,

Stinictures ou't: sufficient to vseree the purpose.ua your letters to ;

Editoin f

Nature Notes’ , -:v *-X ■>-.r a- - ●>.● -X-S v--X- >. -y- ^ > ●; y- x-r.--X-**

S.S. ho. 4860 IBLhOKBij p LAICEy [>
j f?

puzzle” f2^om Orade 6Heather Cribbes sends us th

at Ririgwood East.
Florence Street,
iJltKAY/APINO. '5'1'5'i .

0 o I foimd the enclosed ^fuj..gus type of thing or: a. -^'ree

^iii our yard at home, ^-he/.'e vseems to be a bestir., oi*
(something inside it and a small bee-tie on it, Coul.d

cu plea.se give me some j.nformation on it?
Cotoon of tiger- moth family
(larvae woolly bear-)* Email
’beetle’ ’.vas last ohell -'f rorub

W before pupatioo, 'j

pupae ha.d
cu t an other- t- :1. g

mc'th had ia.,:;

001;

Ou:c first letter for this

issue comes from Rosemary
■v'unro^ Grade 53, Eawlcner -r

,y
ITorth,

#
^ When I v/ent up under
our pine trees on the day
that welb found a,

baby zebra finch that had
fallen out of its nest.

He was very thirsty so I

y-

t:

● 1/
r*‘J

l(-f t C ’^000

V

VS

^0
a

put a couple of drops of
water on his beak and he

V. d-Tiger .●0

hHth ;rccocoonsv/all owed them, He had

his feathers but couldn*t
I left him alone

hoping his mother would

.1 b

on Leaf, r\

fly 5 .y. .y. y. ......>. -V V >-r=-X- -> ●● ● ^-X'-X- X- -'V-

0 -J eaime Po Z i Iwa, vf:
her school writes:

o o Every morning I feed
magpie came right up to me
and then he called the other magpies

says that if I keep or: fe^dirni them
a iot,

EL':

f Ol*.-"'’''' TO ri';or. :i‘)T one r-aLi ●He was stillcome.Zebra Finches.
there at tea time, so we

mashed up some canar^^ seed and fed it to him on a spoon

he was perched on my left finger while he was eating it.
We couldn*t reach his nest which was on a high thin
branch, so v/e put an old thin nest in the budgies cage

and. hung it in the tree so that the oats couldn*t get
him,

was, he was chirping and his mother was answering him,
so I lifted him out and put him on a high branch and

Contn,

magpies,
a:ud hopped oa to ray arm.

1-0 come,

the'.'

a: i -

● ./ ?
9

i\.um

Till like me

The next morning when I v^ent up to see how he Write ai:d tell me which i'ccci t'ne in-'-igplcs orefer.
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0 MATTI-n?'^ PLI^TDSKSo-'atall e

comes this ieTter-
j::" OT* tj^0 l.SS~ VGS''^ i.

S uea-rty poud, l" believe he
made_a home iv the reeds»
a:id oc IS easy to see him,
an old oar tyre and oashs in the sun,
t^e is very shy and dives each into

camouflage himself hv yust
L-n the bottom of the wo, the s'Mme on

cacK mahes him^look like a smooth^rocL
1 v/Ould like to IC'Ov; how a tortoise a;no7;s shell

SS ~«la ». &or.ia aV ■
inch7 long? ^ ten

See I.irs.Coleman

lurkov.y p vti 2P at horv7ood High School

beet: watching
ra'n away from

fhe water

Sometimes he

ROBERT 3R0WH,tortoise in
somebody ajid

s rat'ier elear
crawls

C2

\7ere eissociated in a notable
Australia,

T'wo great names
of discove'"v in

botanieV a.nd siirtt?;

i.avigator and
heir ship5 HJ-.hS;

in July 1S01 ●
oughly raapping _ .
collected the vegetation, Plinders namea meciy ol the
features of the lands such as, Kangaroo island,

Lofty (near Adelaide) and Encoiuoter Bay after^meet™
Rrench. explorer nam.ed 3audiHc f*- .'c^h ApriJ.,

sailed into Poi’t Phillip Bay, Tinlnloing
the first to survey this area, they were

up onto
1 cannot come The y wcm ■ e R 0 e rt

, and Captain LhitThmv
exolorer.

voyage

Brow, s
Plindex-s,

gl and
t, thor-

left’'Ir. ■/● estiga tor

They sailed through Bass
the coastline.

j.

Btov/ti recorded and

*
Mt3D:

Ref.

1

s article

The tortoises shell
is fused to its badebo^'e a^-d
groTJE witli it, (Life Lature

.^vVryn-hhEhh!: y-io-n,
IS ms rswis (WX.to ,^.ooic i,'or and heXaXeucas

r-ien of Latux'e,,.,,,,
Tortoises as Pets...
Origin of Birds..,,,
Tie I'le Kangaroo Dowi

● Red Robins..

S^eu,
ing a
1S02, they
they were ,
disappointed to find that another explorer, hurray, naa
been* there only ten weeks earlier™ Pli:nder’s Peak i:n
the You Ys.ngs is named a.fter Plir-dex-s who later ciroum-^
navigated the continent* it vjas Plinders who suggested
the namie AUSTRAL,IA«

Robert Brov/n v;as one of the greatest botanists to
V/hen he returned to Eno;land v/ith

\4.P-

tCi '●X M
-V I 1'

,7'V

●H -X

'.nings
P™d *C.Rogers.
jR.C, White.
Mis B.D,C oleman.
●Lack Hyett.
H.Tobin,

-Mrs.P,H,Reilly,

« ● e e

work in Australia,
aboxit 4,000 species of plants, he piPolip\
describing
v;ere new to the world*
ribxitions to the knowledge of Au.s'.

remembered in the genus of plants called

■■'mo

,000 species of which ove^
He made ma

quarters

important cont-
aian botaxiy.

o

-V -i -V- -V- -V ,y. y

0 a <r » 1. . s

His-N- * -V- * * * ^ * ,;y ,y. , ,, . ,, ,,
■■ X- -X ^ -if V .V 4.;. .y. y

^nswei's to Questio:ns Page 3
Crider .Flower

0. iciiiy Ring toadstools, 4. Hone7eater,
c, Aargaroo, f. Lyrebird, S. Duck", 9.
11, Aongicorri Beetle.
Answers; Yol,

TiBatross; Ao.t Lion
Aphis;

name is

BRUhiORIA.
2* Boletus,j -X * * -X * -X- *

5o Gecko,
Go anna, '10. Snake, POR YOU TO DOj

this page on the map of0 Ho. 2

SPiiid the places mentioned onAustralia.

Bind o-ther feature

mountain range and a town.
I Discover some plants in tne genus BRUi'IOHIA, ^
1 Read about Plinders® other discoveries and nis impriS“
I oiimexit on the island of-Mauritius.
I Find all you can about Baudin,

15l"Hati;re Rotes May*

^Coyer. (from top to bottom)
■ Tl^va of lacewlng) ?
Ax'k Shell.

4 Tery Good),
●XX-X--V *

a:
Acacia: named after Plinders, e,g. aAvocet;

5 Excellent,(Score:

rc -*:■ -V- -X- X- -r -X X * V X -V- v-

X -X- * X- X- -;f X -V -X- * X- * -X -x--^ -X

on Wednesday, 5th -“une.
May nature ITotes

H3XT ISSUE is due at Depots
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P®ffi¥E®kuMA®(, i^SE^VATSOW^,^	
Will sponsor a Special Natural History Hilm Night at’
Wilson Hall, University of.Melbourne on Friday, 51st
May, 1968 at 8 p.m.

Unique films in sound and colour'-produced by
Mr, Harold Pollock, internationally renowned photo
grapher and lecturer including;-

1OCIETY

"KOALA" "jjf First viewing- of life history of the Koala,
including birth of baby, and a Koala
drinking and swimming,

"MENURA"-^ The Lyrebird.

"WHERE THE PELICAN BUILDS HER NEST”. ^

"BIRDS THAT l^TEVER FLY".!^
(more time permitting).

RESERVED SEATS UNRESERYED SEATS

at Allans (12 days previously)
$1,00

40c.

Adults

Children imder 14 years

Adults

Children

70c.

20c.
:Ss:

>A Good Book for the School Library

O WIHIIOW TO BUSHLAND0
A guide to the Animals of Australia

by Dr. Allan Keast.

Published by the Educational Press.

Well Illustrated. Price $2.50.
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