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Photo F.-J.C. Rogers

Eucalyptus preissiana (Bell-fruited malleo from W.A.)

Large yellow flowers; Height of i!(M‘ ir

Registered at the GPO, Melbourne for transmission by post as a periodical
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PRIZELETTER
COWTEWTS

Pear Grii-ls arid Bo

I suppose you liave noticed
that ^t this time of the year
it is ^^sleeping tirae’^ for Mature.

Byeryone and e^rerythlng needs
a period of rest to regain
strength for the days aliead.

Have you observed how many
different ways there are that
'■'Mature^’ can sleep?

Perhaps you would like to
make a list of these and. show it
to your teacher«
become a topic for discussion in
your new approach to vScienoe.

You know this different way
of l.ooking at Science in our
Schools today can be the most
exciting adventure,that has
happened,
adventurers and
about them,

become an ’hidventurer'*^

Priaeletter time is here again and once more it was
After careful consid-most difficult to make a choice,

eration our July Periwinkle goes to Owen Maroney of
Middlefield Primary School for the intriguing story
of the Wandering Monarch,
Desert Life" by Keith Davey^ a new Periwinkle from
Dandsdowne Press with 56 colour photographs - a
welcome addition to any school library.

PHIZELETfEH 2

r THINGS TO LOOK POP

F«J<.C.RogersOwen wins “Australian 4

STORY OF A ST.^IMP

G, White 6

Recently I had cater
pillars of the Monarch
butterfly which had
changed into crysalises.
Most of them hatched but

unfortunately a couple
didn^t,

school, Wiiile working at
school one of my friend
told me one was hatching,
I took the butterfly ond
hung it In the sun,
the end of the day I tried
to let it fly b3At it
couldn*t,

and fed it on honey and
waterj but it wouldnH
eat,

ate a lot;

tame and it will stay
with me wherever I go.

Today 1 rode on my
bike to i:.he other side of

Blackburn with the

butterfly on my jumper.
It stayed on.my jumper

CROWN OF THORNStill I arrived home a

couple of hours later.
As soon as I arrived I

fed it on honey and water.
After that I dug some
potatoes out of the garden,
T left the butterfly on
the laTO while I was

digging them out,
stayed on the lawn till I
picked it up after doing
the digging.

This could●STARFISH
.o
o

MAGNUTS

K,G„'Rogers

STINGING TRIilHS

J, A,.Baine

■10

I took them to

ever

We all admire

enjoy reading
Yo'Us too9 can

12o

it o

DROP A I.INE 14
At folloTiiang

the pathway of observation into
the ever unfolding \vonderland
of Nature,

Iiul'; your eyes be your tele-
cope and yotir ears be the
sonar

That is my
story about my Wanderer, MORE NATURES

MGXNBEHS

1

O

I took it home

S!
O

The next day it
Now it i

ys-|-;em'” that will lead
you to uncover the moat
things,

O

exciting
o

Produced by the
Nature Notes

Committee of

Ringwood.
Inspectorate

Good luo.k to you in yoiir
“adventuring”,

H,G,OSBORN

P3?incipal
Blackburn Lake Primary School

Wanderer rmMi4K«aMrn«xMvitt«sMV«WM«tu9i<

■U1 2r.t
July ’70.
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The green praying mantis is
common in our gardens,
also found in many overseas
countries9 and I have not heen
ahle to find out if it ivS an

Australian insect or whether

it was hrought here from other
countries.

Do you know why the word
praying” is used?

we could almost use the word

preying” too because this
insect preys on other
insects - particularly bees,
he word maiitid i

used too.

them hiding on a flower wait
ing ready to grah any unwary
insect which pays a visit.

The fore-legs are well
adapted for holding their
prey as there are many spines
which interlock and hold the

trapped insect until it i
eaten.

It is

Even durj.ng vevy dry periods winter

included, the eucaljq^ts cause moisture
in the air to precipitate. One week¬

end in June several years ago, I was
camped in the Little Desert-. Althoi^gh
there had been little rain for some

months the Mallee trrees were dripping
water from, their leaves each morning.
In fact there were puddles under
certain trees because of the water that

had condensed on the leaves and dripped
to the ground,

RAII^ is condensed water vapour which

t!
I gue O QO

ometimesm <n
j. o o

fall from the cloud I have often seenC3
Ci

SHOY/ is a form of water droplet Cl

frozen into ice crystals of different
hexagonal vShape'^ Falling nov/ may be

or several in a mass.

o
oo 0

individual crystals
Other forms of precipitation include

leet, hail, dew and frost. Hov/ ando

what causes these?

i-ce .Cubes O

Partl5^ fill a milk bottle with
hot water. Empty all hut aboutA

7 Place an icean inch of water.
We often see the egg-case,

but do v/8 recognise it?
is hard and brovm and often

attached to fence posts where
it soon blends with its back

ground.

cube in the mouth of the bottle.
Fill another milk bottle with

It

cold water. Empty all but about
an inch of water. Place an ice¬

cube in the mouth of the bottle

In which hottle does a fog
form?

There is a large brown
relation which we may see
also.

others too,

creatures and see what they

Cold Water, V/here do we find fog along
rivers?, along highways?, But there are many

Watch thesein valleys?

do
J

●^uly ’70,
5o.Nature Notes .,4



THERE’S ‘A ST©EY IN A STAMP

Tlie Black

Swan

Issued^ with
other stamps
between 1942
and 1944.

Era« «*?-
®3

cientific name of the Erai^ - .Dromaius Novae -
'■swift-footed bird of New Holland'h

run very rapidly;
?\/hen

The Cl

hollandiae - means

This is otie for this large bird can
In burats between 30 and 40 miles per hour*
cornered this bird can deliver a. hefty hichj capable
of breaking a man's leg*

can be found in most areas of Australia^
extinct in Tasmania and other islands in

i. r.n, . 'irt'-'

a=»»iiC«r£rS55»4t»-i-«
^i!he Emu

h'	
but it is

Bass Strait*

In their natural habitat these large birds are
quite harmless but in farm areas they can be destmctive.
I have seen a large area of an oat crop st:ripped of
grain by these birds* By placing the stalk between
their beaks they pull upwards? -bearing iih.e grain from
the stalk* They'only gatlier the last few grains*
One farmer saidj ”If they ate al3. the grain they
stripped they would only damage about a quarter of
my cropI”

Bid you .know that Mr* .Kmu h.atches the 7 to 15
large eggs?

stamp was
'M issued on 2nd*

H August 5 1954 to
p!m,ark the centen-
■S*ary of Western
;S: Australia's

first starap*

^:Thi es

Issued in xl3

1929 to
mark the

IPS centenary
‘ of West*
-1^ Australia*

'aA

saw the Black Swan they could
The only swans they kn.ew were

the only white swans to be^found in
those ?;hich have been brought into the

country«

When the first explorer
not believe their eyes*

However

o

'White*

Australia are

July '70«6 7..Nature Notes 0 «
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' tt

here lies a victim of man^s

thou,^htles3n p c;
« « « ● ● ● «

ThivS is an erap ty Trumpe t
Shell; the ar-iiaal whic;i
once lived inside v/as

hi IJ. 3 d be c a,u s o ri o me oi:!. e

wanted the boevtiful shell.
. *flWK r

IVhen Ca.ptain Coolers
ship '’Endeavour” struck
a reef in the area we

nov/ know as the Great

Barrier Heef, did. he
realise the extent and

beauty of this under-
v/ater wonderland,

probably did not!

A OROV/IT OF THORNS oT.ARFISH

ATTACKS ITS .FAVGURiTE POOD
He

.. the polyps of t.he STAG CORAI.

Australian and ove7?~

seas touri.3ts now raake

this a popular holiday
resort.

Barrier Reef is now in

danger of destruction
because of aai iigly-
looking starfish with
an appetite which
seemingly ha.vS no end.

By eating the ooival polyps
the Crown-of-Thor:us is rapidly
killing the animals on which
the reef is built,

fish actually turns its
stomach out a.nd sucks up the
soft-bodied polyps,
a.nds of stax'fish have invaded

some reefs leaving them almost
completely barren.

Scientists are studying ways ot controlling these
creatures to prevent the destruction of more of the reef.
They are experimenting with methods of natural control
such as increasing the numbers of Triton and Trurapet
Shells and introducing the Painted vShf 1 .nip whicla already
exists in small numbers in some areas or the reef.

These shrimps can eat a Orovm-of-Thorna vStarfish In aboirl
two hours.

But the Great

The star-

Thous-

(

on which life in the

the GROM OP TTIORNS STA.RPISH

of these little animal>0

tube in which it lives.

By eating the coral polyps
Great Barrier Reef depends,
is rapj.dly destroying large areas
The coro.l polyp nmilceG o,
'Du.rlng the day it withdravas inside the tube,
.‘j t nig^ht v/hen
Ij.kc arms,

reef fo7:‘mlno' a home for cpuntle

onenorties^ worms, ntarfioh, crabs and eel

’’tiny s

, coming out
it traps passing food in its waving fan-

As the years pans, these tubes build up a
fivsh,creature o

?3S o

o
. «

July ‘70,9..Watu.re Kobe o
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WHAT ABOUT MAKING YOUR OV?N MAGNETS 2
"●WVl

What Is A Magnet? If you have any bright ideas please let me lm.ow and we

will pass your ideas on to other girls and boys «ort of materials a magnet attracts*Find out what CJ
o

'P 4 A 4 4

For Example^ tick the following ob;jecl;'s which,

would react to a magnet:

ktMtVRKta

An Experiment For You To Try

1 Horeshoe 'Magnet

1 Piece of Paper

Some Iron Filings (You could

probably get these from a Garage)*

Place the paper over the horseshoe

Magiet and li.ghi;ly sprl,nlc:i.e the iron

filings over the paper*

WHAT PO YOU NOTICE?

0

Paper, Prawing Pin,.

Key, Silver Paper, Wood,

You Heed

Forks Bottle Tops

Needle Cotton, Saucer, Paper Clip, Wool, Plastic.

Praw Some X'i.fferenl;- Shaped Magnets

NOW :

k»iw

Sometimes Magnet can attract through other

■' paper, material, wood (?) and so on*

o
O

Have Played With Magnets?
materials

Can you do this with two Bar Magnets

the magn.et to balance in
Here la A Gamie For You. To Fiay 4 ● « « O A

Wh.at cause a
O

Metal Washer
5T

the air I wonder^ 'Vt -r Nails

Cardboard'

St.«E
ig,ffira9«vmycnl!% tUWWJ

O
How .many pins can you attract in a line?

(My record is five!)
RULES ; This is a game for 2 people
a magnet close under a piece of cardboard*
who can score the most goals by attracting the
metal washer through the-nails*

each who holds

See

GOOD SCORING’

11 July «7010Nature Notes
0 o

0



Gianit stinging Tree
(p< excelsa) reaches a height
of~over T(JO' feet, and ranges
from the Bunya Mountains in
Qlcl. as far as Kiama on

NoS.Vh, *s south coast.
Ha-'.re you ever been stung

§;/ nettles when playing in
Perhaps you may

Shiny-leaved Stinging Iree
(D, photiniphylla) is a
smaller tree, found from
Atherton Tableland (N,Q.) to
Illawarra (h, S ,V/o)

Gympie, or G.mpie Busii
(P, inoroldes) is a shrub
witETmulberry-like leaves
covered v;lth stinging 'hairs that are of tv/o hinds:
large hollow spines fu'i.L of formic acid, acetic acid and
other toxic chemicals, and smaller hairs that have a

bulb of poison at the base*

9
■:ne grass.'

-ot be willing to test the
●■‘Id verse that said:

* Tender-hearted stroke a

nettle,
And it stings you for
your pain
Grasp it like a man of
mettle,
And it soft as silk

Leaf of Common Nettle

(Urtica diolca)

>

in the early days horses
were reported to have been killed by this species, and
there are written accounts of the intense

, the pain lasting for months,
to Grafton, and its

town of Gyrnpie, i

remains‘,

The coiruTion stinging nettle
' drtica dioica a v/eed intro-

:LCeii Tro'm England, as was
ae small or dwarf 'nettle

ij* urens).

itagonj
It is found from

aborigi2ial name was given to
famous last century for its gold.

Sydney Botanic Gardens had to be

of the leaves by naughty

cause

Cairn

the

A specimen planted in
removed because of the misuse

yj)

iCi

in VicWe hav

:oria a narive species, the
'cnab nettle (U. incisa),
nrennial plant found along
f'/rest tracks.

o

boys^a,

Sti hairv-ging

ilic'i;made oi

}lOllOvV, .'1.1 ledThere are 550 species of the
' .)ttle family in the world,
early all of them stinging
Lants, hut some sting much
u’se than others. Nev; Zealand

as oiie knov/n by the Maori, name
'''nga-onga' ferox), ’which
..-iused the dea^h In f961 of a youth stung while shooting
i.ld pigs at night,
Australia's three poisonous species are tree nettles of

●e genus Pendrocnide (formerly Laportea) which are found in
■ ''opical and sub-1ropical^'raih~forests of Queensland and New
'“uth Wales. If you have visited the Gold Coast, you may

).ve gone up to Lamington National Park in the McPherson
nges, where they can be seen along

wi tii ^'ormic and
4-

.■;IC OT 1 0 ac X a

Gympie
(Pendrocnide moroides)

Small hairs

with acid i'ri

bulbous root.

the roa.d to Binna Burra.

12o 0

ature Notes



wide,

ence was 34”.
1 lb, oz»

The circumfer-

It weighed
seen him since,

was white with a yellow
plume.

Eh,

most likely a "tame" one
which had escaped,
would you see these birds
in their wild state?

Are they protected?
you make a list of the
many different uses that
birds find for their feet?

* *■){● * * * * *

He

Editor, ^Nature Notes®,
Primary School,
Blackburn Lake.

PoOo Box 30
hmuwAVJm„

Eh.

for a 7 year old Peter,
It shows good observation
and shows how you were
able to tie in some applied
maths with your science,
hid you find any difference
(apart from size) between
a horse mushroom and an

ordinary one?
* * * * * * * *

●An excellent letter Your cockatoo was

Where9

313U

hear Girls and Boys, last month I asked for your thoughts
on Conservation and/or Pollution, I was very pleased to
receive several excellent essays from Surrey Hills which I
intend to printf in our special issue nex;t month. If you
haven*t sent your story in yet don®t delay If you wish to
have it in the Nature Notes special.

Our first letter for Drop a Line this month comes from
Janet Songdahl who forgot to mention the name of her school,

South Orkney Islands near South
America. This is an important
thing we learn from bi.rd bandi.ng
for the petrel had been banded
last March, Budgerigsirs can
also fly fairly long distances
but of course inland only.
They are found in the v'/ild
state in large flocks in
Centraji. and Northern Australia.

* * * * * * * *

Gan

Lana 0*Neill of East

Hingwood writes

Luring the May holidays
I found a gum leaf, on it
were tiny eggs,
eggs were mustard yellow.
The gum leaf was red,
green but mostly brown.

Could you please'tell
me what kind of eggs
they are?

Christine Thomson of

Grade 4 Forest Hill ?,S.

tells of an interesting
experience with a sulphur
crested cockatoo.

● 4 ●

One Friday last month
my budgorigax' Sonny ;0.ew
away. On the following
Monday one of my friends
at school had found the

bird,

aboulv five blocks away
She said

could

The

Last Saturaday when
doing homework. Lad came
in and said that there

v/as a cockatoo on the

garage roof,
outside but it had flown

to a nearby tree,
tried to bempt him with a
biscuit, but he wouldn*t

The boys went

Her house is

from mine,

b.i.rd (budge.r.i.gar)
no I;

thl5i true?

o
Cw

We crept
fly that far Is

EL. From your descript
ion and drawings Lana it
would seem that the

are either moth eggs
(probably Gum %peror or
Clip Moth)
be lumps caused by the
gall insect,
lay their eggs in a
regular pattern while the
galls are set out in a
more irregular manner.

We

I®m afraid vJanet

your friend was qiaite
wrong (unless she was
referring only to caged
birds)
course can fly tremendoiis
distanceso

in the paper recently of
the gia^it petrel which
had been found in Apol.lo

It had flown at

EL s
eggs

Peter Hamilton, Age 7 of
Lilydale Primary School
writes.,.

9

come,

back inside, but I stayed
to watch,

down to the backyard and
the cocky and I followed.
Lad said to bring the
biscuit,

on the car roof

the biscuit near him

came to it. and ate it using
his claw to hold it.
flew off and we haven’t

or they could
Lad wentSome birds of I brought a Horse imsiiroom

to school where v/e weighed
and measured it. It wa

across. The stalk

was 6" long. The base of the
stalk was 8" around. The

top of the stalk was 9^
around. The gills were 4”

The moths

Lid you read
12" X

The cocky sat
We put

HeBay,
least 8,000 miles from the

If

* * * * * **

He Keep your letters coming
in girls and boys.Natiire .Notes 14
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Here are some more of Nature’s inventions.

List how many has copied them for his own use.

Sound echoes of the Fiat

toI
%m'li'o.

1]^ Camouflage[V

V

I

1
I

‘ Sting’ of the Mosquito Webbed feet of the water birds

NEXT ISSUE will be at Depots on WEDNESDAY AUGUST Sth.
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