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Dear Girls and Boys5
I hope you like our special issue and as you read itj

Decome more aware of the message we bring and really do
something about it.

Recently the boys at Box Kill High in their Walkathon
to CapTsain Cook* s_ Cottage collected about two large
truck loans o± luobish. Included in this amount
250 nev/spapers, 1000 paper cartonsj 4000 other paper
products, 4.Q0 beer cans, 80 soft drinic cans, 20 other

SO plastic units, 60 bottles of various kinds,
from their splendid ei'fort they presented

for $866,7.6 to K.A.BoO. Longerenong College also had
a clean—up campaign on the Western Highway nea'^'’ Horsham,
They covered ^ust 12 miles of hig:hway and pi eke
1^9^^ 6,000 bottles, 40__^0^ cigarette packets,

other items of rubbisITT Perhaps this clean-up
idea could catch oh.

//ha ij sort of people are we? Uliy do we litter our
greatest asset? Do we do this on our own front lawns
and nature strips? What changes us when we get on to
pHblic property? The cost of cleaning un our lifter
IS estimated to be million per year,
the cost of bushfires and accidents,
cases by litter bugs. Imagine the'
equipment etc thao this unnecessary wastage could buv.
Perhaps we could end our education crisis,
country beautiful, as it was meant to be.

were

This month we have two “firsts” in our prizeletter
section - the first poem to win a prise and Barbara
Charp of Mirrabooka wins her second Periwinkle, the
first to do soo Barbara wins “Wild Flowers of South-
Past Australia”, - a beautiful Periwinkle by Jutta Hosell
- a welcome addition to any library.
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f
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PollutionI Pollution! Pollution!
If only we knew the solution.
Its seen everyday,
In the bush and the bay,
We need a complete revolution!

Motor fumes fill the air all around,
Cans and papers cover the ground,
The Yarra*s a tip
For rubbish spilt by a ship
Piles up on the beach in a mounds

If each of us took great care
Hot to leave rubbish anywhere;
If factories cut down

On smoke black, grey and brovm.
We*d have cleaner country and air.

Add to this

caused in most

extra school o

and keep our

IC7K91
nsamM LiJM,’

Thi morth we give
tnrough the courtesy of Mr
the KoAoB.C, a plastic litter bag for you to
use in your car or home an.d a car sticker with
the KoA.B.Go

you with Nature Notes

Gordon Cooper of

o

f

symbol on it for your car window.
● 'I HWin jjbeximyy

lou know pollution affects everyone^ not just the
fellow you saw drop that paper on the nature
toss that can from his car

strip or
an all play our part,

especially girls and boys, for by your example in look
ing for the bin for your ice-cream paper etc, siirely we

can get the parezits and teeners to feel just a little
ashamed and aware enough to do the same thing.
Make your slogan “D0N*T DROP IT - BIN IT”. '

LaJoDelaccac Fdltor,

(See p, 16)

We r'

NoB

“Keep Australia Beautiful Council”
K.A.BoC
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Chestnut Teal,

About 40 miles west of

Melbourne is a large unusual
farm,

cemed with the Research and

Management of wildlife,
particularly on farmland.
Wildlife research includes

studies on kangaroos, rarer
marsupials, birds,^ ducks,
quail etc,
management includes pond
management for water fowl
(growth of cover plants,
nesting plants, pond weeds
levee banks etc.)

Erolga
This farm is con

^ horraally the ducks do not build
nests where they are 15.kely to be
disturbed, or if they do build,
nests are often deserted,
disturbance, before the young batch.
_'S^Serendip discovers practical de
tails of how 't'he farms may encourage
the return of some of our animals,
and support numbe-i's of these useful
creatures,
niches

managed farm and then it may be
possible for people to
creatures v/hioh v/ere

Victoria in the early years of
settlement.

the

because of
Wildlife

Mimorous little habitat

could be developed on a wellMagpie Goose

© This farm v/hich is near

Lara is called "Serendip”.
Tt is controlled by~tbe
fisheries and Wildlife

'Department,		 		
means "something great
value aecidsntaily fcimd
when looking for something
else”.

see again those
once common in© At about the centre of

the station is a 60 acre
lake,

and refuge for wild ducks
and similar birds.
Because there were not
sufficient trees around

this lake, artificial nest
ing boxes were erected',
I hope that more Australian
trees are planted so that
the ducks v/ill be able to

find their Q\m nesting
sibes.

in tussocks it was necessary
for the v/ardens to find a

means of keeping ths sheep
from spoiling the immediate
surrounds of the lalce.

This provides foodSerendin
_^ji»KiiiariB7aici3iy;w T.?’»s^w3r.,^isaw.«imyas®wtr<j-w»».«rriauai.

You will see these at Serendin
Cape Barren G-oose; Teal;
Birolga; Magpie Goose; Bustard;
Buck; Wood Buck; Potoroo.

Mountain Buck;
Black

I

There are some Siuridays during bhe
year when it is possible to visit
Serendip to see for yourself the work
that is being done.

i ■'f

- - c

V/, ●>

4^

Why don*t you find
out v/hen the next open day is a take Mum
and Bad along to see?
dates of open days can be obtained from
Fisheries and V/ildlife Bept, Melbourne.

As ducks also nest
r..

Information and■v?

Pc ioroo
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Man is laying waste !:he earth and yet the earth still
issues her challenge. It is still in our pov/er to over

come the destructive cycles we have set in motion.
Blit first we must

balance of soli-type, vegetation, climate,
and man.

rm's

SURVEY
seek understanding .... of Nature's

insects

live — Elyne Mitchell
Soil and Civilizationnear a

L
■/ colony 0
■■■ Sell-Miners

(Bell Birds),

J-

Carir^ oir\Abrid=those olive

green honey-
eaters with the

orange beak and WILL am WORLD BE A FIT PLACE IN WHICH TO

LIVE IN THE VTVIR IlOOO A. D. ?legs? You can
help .in a survey

suburbanto map ^ In 1925, this was written;

The n',ari with the gun Is anoth*-
colonies of u

source o.f destruction. Thethese birdvS^ESLl ● Ml £ R.

ctieap motor car and motor boat nave rendered easily accessible
the fastnesses where the y/iid creatures were once safe.

Tne internal

The

Get your TORMS

from -

Mr. Frank Noe.lker jombusli.on engine giyes the wild animal no chance,

sport with the gun destroys too often for the sake of killing.
He kills alike the rabbit and the? fox and also the liarmiess mar-

j

10 Kathleen St, Blackburn, 3130.
I:

Mr. BeJo .Pelacca,
c/o Blackburn Lalce Primary School*

supiai and the useful insectivorous birds,

vermin we might admi r;-> him
v/hat ins guo can do. ’

If he would keep to

bui he cannot refrain from seeinghelp us if you can as every
record is a valua.ble onoc

NATURE SfdQW ' Ihis was a criticism against, the motor car. Today, we

have anotheL case against the car .... v/hat is it?

Many other factors are spoiling the laud on which we live.

Without any effort you couid name at least twenty of them. But.
do you do anything to prevent these harmful effects? Think

about it 1

place in v/nich to live?

Play the "game'* on the next two oages. Send your results
or opinions to the Editor.

and display of .Australisin Ilative
Flowerso

14th September
15th September
16th September

Lower Melbourne Town Hall

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday Will you play your part in keeping our world a safe

10 p.m.to10 a.m.

Admission, Adults 30cp
Ohildo lOCo

''’’ahure Hotes 6 August *70,? « “o ●
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1^; This is not a happy gamo to play.
Here are tv/o sets

task is to fill the spaces

/

'●-is?' of spaces; scjiTie have iUus

with appropriate drawings.
OiC . Yc . ‘1

OUR WORLO TCVJ/KY OUhl
f

\ 5 ' XD J*

3

if v*c do not took after Qur V/nrldJt \yi!i (ook lik^ f.’j/s.4
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taicing o ther membe
of the kangaroo family -●
and for wbat? - pets,
toys and fur coats«
What a price to payl

You won*t have far to

go to find the habitat of
this eKclusive Victorian

bird, but you may have to
search very hard to find
him, for his numbers are
believed to be down to ;just
a few hundred, probably even
less. The Helmeted Honey-
eater is found at Yellingbo,
just off the road to Warburton
on the Woori Yallock Creek,
but will he be found there
much longer?

Thanks to man and fire

this seems rather doubtful,
as his restricted habitat
confines him to dense shrub

bery along the margins of
creeks and streams. Only
by a concerted effort by all
Victorians will this rare

and beautiful honeyeater be
saved.

^ o

GOING, GOING,Gone.. Helmeted

dailyHecently in
newspaper T noticed
these very disturbing
figures - ”an estimated
six million kangaroos
slaughtered and sent to
foreign meat markets
since 19*58, At least

a million skins exported
each year,
two million kangaroos
swallowed annually by
the local pet food
industry,
species have already
vanished, '’big red”
almost gone, while the
’’greys” are taking a
terrific battering”.

Gan we not do some

thing in this our 200th
anniversary year to save
our national emblem?

Many of our other
unique fauna have been
brought to the point
of extinction.

Numbat - we won*t

see ihis fellow in thei
wild state again in
south-eastern Australia.

Bush-fires and the

introduced fox have seen
to that,

of ’^’ijur.bat may otil"* bo
found in .South Wear,

Australia.

a

Toolache

Wallaby

Another

Several
Capo L ;.j."ren

The Toolache Wallaby has
been described as the most

beautifuil of all the kangaroc
family but unfortunately
we *11 never see one for they
became extinct over 40 years
ago. At the present rate
of destruction and sluggish
action by go-Vemments the
same fate is rapidly over-

If you visit Serendip
(see Mr. Rogerfe articles on
Page 4-5) you will see tliis
most unusual and quite un
common goose,

G-eese are mainly found on
islands in Bass Strait, If

you see any while travelling
through Southern Victoria,
let the Fisheries and Wild

life Department know for
they are keen to know of its
movements, but be sure it is
the right bird first.

I

Gape Barren These are only a few
of our many an.imals that
are either extinct or in

danger,
cover the names of others?

Remember it*s up to
everyone to preserve
them for posterity and
help to keep Australia
Beautiful,

Can you dis-

One species

Numb.?t

Nature Notes August *70,11 ● p
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^ Our plants are in. danger from Road Making

I^If you have lived in a
district for a few years
you will have noticed that
the countryside, or the
landscape if you lihe, has
changed^ Most times this
is a cha.nge caused hy the
removal of plants. The
tall trees which have

taien tens of years and in
some cases hundreds of

years to grow have been cut
dovm or destroyed. Perhaps
you feel it doesn't mattei*
but have you thought of the
uses of plants and what the
v/orld would be like if they
were removed. Many
people enjoy the bush and
they wish to live in amongst
it but usually they clear
"their block of land and

before long the people
around about have aiso
cleared their blocks of

land and then the area i

Ij.ke any cleared suburbax^

»-With a little fore-

thought thevse could have
remained sanctuaries for

animals *“ or are you one
of the people who think
that there is no place
in Victoria for otir birds

and ou.r possums, our
kangaroos etc
x’ead atiy of the book
Silent Spring" by Rachael

Perhaps your

Have you

Carson,

teacher would I'ead it to Rubbish dumpers, home builders
and pine plantations are also a
dai.igsr to our native plants.

R- Many introduced plants threaten
Australian plants

you.

^Before plants disappear
because of the making, of
new roads,
there should be some

authority to say "It won’t
matter if these plants
disappear because there
a.re plenty in areas A and

plants and should be ●
retained"

keep plants for man to use
because as man’s knowledge
increases ao does his

ability to use plants to
save his life.

with extinction^I think that
Blackberries very
quickly?' form a
thicket in which

little else will

Capeweedgrow.
smothers thesoonor '’these are rare

plants around it
and i,ntroduced

grasses usuall^r
are too vigorous

for the smaller plants,
^!^Some Victorian plants have disappear
ed and others are belief/ed to bo close

to oxtinotiorn ’fhese arc
Acacia entarocarpa.
Purrenaea
crchulata,’"Ohor/

o

Thi willPI

9

area.

Once upon a time there
were no roads, no farms
and no white people .in
Victoria

planned it was usual to
leave wide areas for roads
0 that stock could be

easily driven along them.

When farms were some -

Aca0ia havilandii

txioaiy )puj3

Eucalyptus, -.s
Look for ●Guam"in Wch ’)ooks in tno
Library as Yicto.oian Veer Book 1062^ Hi

of Victoria in Colour, JoHlVliIds^

J

.iluT na
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people cleaning their cars. As we continued walking
we spotted some slimy old soft drink cans that had been

washed up. On leaving the creek and striding up a
nearby bush track we kept a caneful look-?6ut for any
more rubbish. We didn*t have to look very hard. There
were old newspapers and magazines scattered around.
Some of them dated back into early 1968. This showed „

that people hadn^t attempted to pick them up since then,
thus giving the place a neglected, couldnH care-less
look. Yes what a problem .litter is?
educate our elders for surely most of this letter came
from people old enough to know better.
EDo More pollution letters next month.

CONTE NTS
DROP SEREWDIP.

PLANT IN DANGER. F.J.C.Rogers

CARING FOR OUR

WORLD.

GOING GOING GONE.

LINEA R.G.Wliite

T L.J.Delacca How can we

We haven*t space to print all the complete letters we

received on pollution but here are some extracts.
From Miriam Perry of Surrey Hills _

fast filling as a growing population gets rid of waste
food stuffs, old clothing, tin cans and glass bottles.
Australia is a growing land of litter bugs.
Australians most beautiful beaches, parks, scenic reserves
and picnic areas are having their beauty destroyed
through the actions of thoughtless, selfish people.
Glass bottles, tin cans, v/aste food stuffs and papers are

festooned about these areas and as a result our great land
is fast losing its reputation for heauty of natural
surroundings and becoming instead one huge rubbish tip.

Josine Mei,jer also of Surrey Hills writes

problem in modern times is pollution,
found in many forms - the foulness of our air for instance
is caused by cars letting out carbon monoxide, factories,
pouring out their filthy wastes, the burning of garbage and
industries expelling thousands of gallons of detergent and
other liquids.

Land pollution is something different again,
throv/ their dirty, sticky papers on the footpath and make
a great mess,
collected rubbish along the 12 miles between their school
and the Treasury Gardens and dumped it in frontof Captain
Cook’s Cottage,
serious is the problem of litter in our community.

/icki Balabanski and Jane Brownrigg of Blackburn Lake write

Lately while walking by Dandenong Greek we noticed large
^ ools of oil floating down with the current. We also saw
'=?ome foamy white suds which we think would have come from
'ature Notes

Rubbish tins are

KEEP AUSTRALIA BEAUTIFUL
Some of

COMPETITIONa© OOMPia?ITIQN

Brown Gouge Ltd. in conjunction with K.AoBoC. announce
exciting contest for children 6 to 14 years.

QBig Prizes To Be Won.®

^ $l60i00 worth of glorious books on Australia.
^ What You Must Do

qj(f) DESIGN a POSTER
, or
Cil) WRITE a 200 word ESSAY

Man’s greatest
Pollution can be

0 0 0 9

I Subject
I *»KEEP AUSTRALIA

major prizes
for both POSTER
and ESSAY sections

in each of these
age groups.

'kr PRIZES \ ® - 8 years

8-10 years

10 - 12 .years.

12-14 yearsPeople

Recently the boys from Box Hill High School plus^ 40 consplatioh prizes.

'4r ENTRIES - to your local BROWN GORGE SHOP/by Sept. 9,,1970.

WINNERS - annoanoed In tfee SOT: and displayed in
Brown efuge depctSd

^ So be in it Nature Notes readers - something to do in
^ the holidays and you may win a prize.

They put it there to demonstrate Just how

August '70.15 o ●
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by v/i,t;h(..'.it meetii'.*-'; r.h.ls v/ord
our daily papers or our favourite TV

^Vbr:;,t doeo 1.^ mean? Wiiy a.ll this suddeti

da'L'dlv r< dav a'‘-eo
’●POfiLIiTTO^I ” in

channel«

i2iterei3t?

According to dictionary ’'polluti.rud’ means "the
de;rbr'i.ot1.ori <■) b the purity or oo.nctlty of something”,
bho making of Gome'thir.g pure into something foul or

filbhy”.
PoIiUttlon has in the last decade or ao "become one o;f

the greatest, most urgeu.t problems facing mankind.
hi.3 problem is ;ju.at as acute In the highly developed

countries as in the underdeveloped. We find pollution
on the air, pollution of the water and pollution of
the land.

1?

rn

Some time ago T asked for your thoughts on this
problem and in this supplement and in our ".Drop a Line"
section we publish the feelings of some girls and boys
from Surrey Hills and. Blackburn La"k:e Primary Schools.

What about some thoughts on possible solutions from
other schools? Hope to .hear .from you.

L,J.Delacca,

t 70..iuguot,1.



POIiLUTION L E T T E R S worldj with a layer of 'thick smog forming in the atmos-
pnere and encircling the earth? This would allow the
sun’s heat in hut not out, causing the ice-caps to melt
making: the seas rxse'Uip'to 300 feat higher' than their
present le'^el .flooding great areas of what is now dry
laiid. Melbourne would be inundated*

Many of the world®s leading scientists
Wiiat do you think?

Prom Heather Saltmarsh of Surrey Hills.
Pollution is everywhere, we can’t escape it*.

caused by the carelessness of all human bein
’’friend” the slitter "HTg causes'bur Greets™
and states to look like one big pigsty,
dropped at the M.0oG-= each year at'the ’’'grand final”
thoxisands of dollars that we could use i;o pay for new

roads aio.d schools, thus much of the money we pay in taxes
just goes to'warcds clean:ing up a mess. Xt ia'not :tust the
footbal?L cro'vVds but o:rdinary people like you and me. This
Il.ttsr problem is >so great that Melbourne m.ay even have
mouse pl^giie as a result.. In summer oti the beaches broken ..LLii
bottles are left on the sand causing many in;]urieso

One who cleans up the edible litter is the sea-gull.

It is

Ours*

.■;ovms, rivers
The litter

Impossible?
do not think so*

costs
-H- ;«■ -jf- * X- -’I- ^

Helen Oa-rter

Pollution is caused

amosphere,,

of Surrey Hills writ
, mainly by the eriiissio.n into the

. wate:r and land of from human-
Deings, animals and industries<> ManbflaJe“wastes come
mainly from motor Vehicles,^ factories^, ● ftimacos, burning
of household garbage, dust and house fires.

Much of the damage is caused by human-beinga v/hom we

call "litter bugs”. Everybody in the●world would have
dropped a paper sooner or later in their lives, ,ILVe;ry
year^more people are born and more litter ia dropped.
The forests in the bush and country sides are becoming
Taore filthy people. In auramer the beaches are
covered v/ith icy™poIe“ticka, cans, bottles and pieces
o.f brown acd white paper.

On Thursday the 4th o.f June, a group of 31 children
v-''o:at ro visit .b’dw.n,rds Lake at .Reservoir and :Iou:nd instead

0-. .a clear oinan lake, thoiisonds of dving and dead fish

the surface of the murky, foggy polluted water* gasping
for_^airo Oil alioksj, c^ms and botnles dotted’the whole
of Edwards i*ekOo Many :cosidents of Reservoir lined the

banks searching ;i;or dying fish. When they .were asked
xvhat they were doing, some answered th.3y were taking
them back to their houses in buckets of water and
them into their fish pondsg, while others said they were

Just trying to save the dying fish*
Soot, which makes up part of pollution.

a.nything it touches * In London it is .said that the
damage caused by It is several million dollars
the cost to clean smoke stains and soot smudge
clothes, curtains and fumiture.

' o o

a,

WATER Some of our lakes have been badly polluted„
StuclTey Park Lake was once a large and boaiitiM. lake
swarming w.ith fish, but because of y'acht :races there, the
small amount of fungi that grew, the lake had to be des
troyed. In doing so all the fish were killed. Edwards
Lake v/as another good example. Xt v/as once a clean
■fresh lake. Many Ciiildren from the school nearbvXwent
swimming and fishJ.ng there but now ii; is juat a filthy
pool ikill of oil slicks and other v
factory closeby, once again killing al.l the fish,
shore line ia scattered with beer cans ^ waste paper and
oilier litter*

AI

9

sto oroduots from t.ho

The
on

. .J%

AIR

Tbrget al.l a.boub
ple-iiely dif.feront story,
factories are shooting up

One would -bhink yo.u could go in!:;o the
the pollution problem but it

Olose

like rocket.y

coim‘i:ry and
is a oom-

the cattle fields,
^ , _ .The fresh, green

grass IS oeing covered with layers o.f soot making it
unbearable for edible grazing gz'ound
motor vahiclss pour out one hundred mill.ion tons of

Lac Tories pour out
of chemlcala smoke and pjoisonous

●h. 'T

will 5jt.lck to
In the UoSoAc

s-ach year
fromDeadly Carrbon Mono.xide each year,

twenty-eight million ton
fumes.

o

a

IfThat are the possible effects of this on the earth?
Could it be that it is having a glass house effect on the'-

* * * * if *■}(■# * X

nature Notes .Supplement ii ill
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Veronica Stane.cico o.f Blaok'burn Lake v/rites,.,.
'51^ Pollution is a world wide problem,
isn*t done about it soon, it could be chao
Man is the main one to blajne for it,

made the first fircj the pollution
Over in America, people are dying
usuo,l age and we can blame polluiioii as

How can we step this poisonous
about this problem, but

complete answer. If necole jiari
ht before buildii

smore s'inoics. ,^n iweniy years
Ti<oy bo some ,aort of radlo-o.oh
the news vmere three men

AslantIc Ocean saw can

slicks, all thousands of miles
taskers are out at sea,
overboard* Many rivers are so noliuted thau
living thin--; left is algae,
and something should be done bei'
Some factories pou.r out tons
rivers, lai-oos
dead river*

but it i

If something
for all*

Ever since he

o

rate has grown,
earlier than their

r-ro oaoleCl

1

ng?
haven *t

cause,

people ha~’'e thought
come up with
given more tho!

Ma.nyi"! I

ve t
rs
r:

1
f ivories o.nO'

r

;1:ie, our main

live material *
ailnh

broken bottles a.md 1j

from land

s ou

I lis^ard 0

the

oil

oij.

mater

the only
bl.e thln.v

L'^ ij a

e'j

+-1 1
0 c rco

people throw their waste lal
-I.

^hiis ? t e‘I o :ci

●I T. i ()

Intovva t e )U cat in ic e s

eba:igi:jg it into a
Tirobleir.

a la'w o.,crainst

L

creeks nearby,
dome people t'-y to overeemc this

still Increasing^ ' i’hero Is
people throwing litter out of the vtlndov; of a cam

they ere caught doing this, they may be fined up to
$200 and .jaiied for one month. Insecticides and spray

Iplng to pollute !)oun.tryside, Bush.uirCvS
in.'cmend.ous destruction to (uir native olanto

I often wonder it man is really i;rying
After all man started this pollution and in

seems he is causing hi

o

If

o
O

o.rG he

c ai.i ^3 e

anlraals

it.

'doing now it

C! ana

to5

.U.)o

SO

eelr-d t ruc tion,o <i CJ
oo

* * ●if K-■y.

Joanna Balabanski of Blackburn Lake writes,...
-j^ln Brenda Street we used to have
recently someone has been pu
become a murky sewer.
Visitors to our street used to ma.m/'e]

we were in having a creek,
com/aents come now

pol1ution.

a creeko

10 ting oil into it and it has
,s also beginning to smell.

a,nd

1)ut no more of these

Bu t
.1.

It I

say how lucky
ort of

Tills is another example v)f water
If this goes on there will be no natural

resources for the fish and other water life.

o

Oo^itinued Page '! 4o
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