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GREVILLEA ALPINA - One of the many hundreds of examples
of this beautiful native shrub - a must for all gardens.
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! g Dear Girls and Boys
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: Our6Pr%ze Letter for September comes from Pierre Becy, Well Sept@mberyié here and whab
rade 6, lMarcellin College, Pierre writes about frogs a beautiful start it has been to
and tadpoleihwhlch I suppose is quite appropriate for springl ‘

some one wi a French name Pierre wins "#ustrali Iy 1

2o . T RS an 1f you have been very observant
Frogs" by Densey Clyne - one of the great range of 11 hav : th

My T R
Periwinkle Colour Nature Series. I am sure this book PRIZELEITER e el e e
will give you much pleasure Pierre in furthering your . wes nil NeidBE USRS RS g as
Smdy Of frogs. T}II‘T{:S TC T.00K FOR ti “ufz.‘;-_f-lf_-’_« _.'-.’f: bg;r}.?1 weeks .[:‘.‘.._MJe
F,J.C.Rogers 4 Have you noticed the swelling of
Our class 6, has g hope frogs don't die out 2 the leaf buds on some of-the
fish-bowl with tadpoles as they are fascinating WIFF 'n SMELI decd the bronze
in it and recently we +to watch. ; P Rorer & (]
put them into a small N it o R : ey sucal The birds have been
tank, Both have grass T e study of nature STORY GF A STANP whistling a little louder and are
in them and we. use the in action is always fascin- TR e Wnite g 7| beginning the feverish activity
fish~bowl for eggs and atlng.* Eogd*work Pierre. e el © | in the all important task of build-
when they hatech we put A iy l SEED CASES ing the nest and raising the brood.
the young tadpoles in e SR I 0 Boserd. 40 Spring of course is also the season
thﬁ tank. A boy built e = of wildflowers, so I wonder how
a "raft" out of ice-cream s 5 meny you have discovered. I saw
sticks and four corks. éﬁ%?#gg A GOOD c some beautiful hardenbergia
This is for when the & ‘F“;'ﬂ B 11 (sarsparilla) near Hurstbridge
tadpoles become frogs, e e during the holidays. It is most
as they need air for 2 DROP A LINE 13 important to leave our wildflowers as
their lungs, It is éf i ¥ s undisturbed as possible so that

\ others may also enjoy their beauty
in years to come,

Yes Spring 1s certainly an
exciting season with the re-awaken-
ing after the sombreness of Winter,
F——_—"——— T4 con be eyen mOore exXgibing tor
those with observant eyes, keen
ears and noses and curious minds.

interesting to watch the
life-cycle of a frog.
First the eggs hatch

and after a few weeks
the legs grow. First
the back and then the
front legs. Al this
time the tail gets

shorter., The tadpole Froduced by the It's really up to us to make the
Nature Notes - :

actuglly gets some of S g B np&t of Jits

itsl?ourishment from its ”Og?ﬁgggngI .

ail! A full-grown o : A0 &
frog has only a stump. Inspectorate Editor.
of a tail., I just Adult Frog

I i T T A T TR R
.3 August '70.
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September is Wattle Time.
Here are two more to add to
those of other years.

Acacia floribunda

White Sallow Wattle

Sphaerolobium

vimineum

B = Pultenaea
. T ST daphnoides
Leafless Kennedya prostrata Large-leaf

Globe-pea Running Postman Bush Pea,

There are many pea-flowers during this month too.
Leafless Globe pea, appears just like a rush-like shrub
without any leaves and small yellow or red =nd yellow
flowers. The Pod is round. See page 16 for some more.
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As I sat writing these notes for you
I heard a strange bird call. trange i
because it was the first time I had ol
heard it around my home. I know it it
because I have heard the call and seen A
che bird elsewhere. Tt is the Diive- 4’Q
bac Oriol TS

past week we have
had Red
Little

Eastern

sotle~bird

Freenie,

Kookaburr
Rosella anc

H

Further information for you. 1
Reeords of Bird Galls,

No.T« The Birds Around Us.

No.2, The Birds Outback, produced jointly

by E.M.I. and N.S.W. Gould League.

Australian Bird Songs - Jacaranda FPress.

Information from Society for Growing
Australian Plants, 4 Homebush Crescent,

17 1 TR o e
Sawthorn Hest.

August, '70.



e p——— s - e —

@ A good game for a rainy weekend is the
Sniff 'n Smell game.

€& TFov ihis, you need ten jers - the type
used for baby food or vegemite are most
suitable -~ and ten different common kitchen
condiments - such as cocoa, salt, custard
énd S0 on.

é? Put the powders in unmarked jars and
see if your Iriends can identify them by
sniffing only,

This is a good test of your sense of
smell., ¢ ’

é? "For a variation (providing you use no
dangercus substandes) you could sniff znd

taste,

¥R R X K K K X ¥ X ¥

Nature Hotes

-~

é% Pernats you couia ¢lsssily she jar contents

)

2

into different classes - powders, crystals ete.

D

@% After playirg the gare, try mixing the

g

4

contents with cold water - then with warm -

then with not water, Notice any aifferences?

%? Some substances seem %o mix with the
water - others do not.

Why is this I wonder?

¥ ¥ K ¥ XK X K ¥ K X X

T Avgust '70
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Baron Ferdinand von Mueller wrote many
books and letters. (It is estimated
This stamp was issued on

September 13, 1948,

he wrote over 3,000 letters each year).

*¥*Tid 1879 he published z many volume
work called
EGCATYPTOGRAPHI A
A descriptive Atlss of
the EUCALYPTS OF AUSTRALIA
and the Adjoining Islands.

It is a red colour and was
valued at 2%d.
There were 73,754,880 of
f L : these stamps printed.
{

S VON MUELLER r _ (o R ; _ R LA
AR The illustration onrn the opposite page is copied from

When ill health forced him to one of the many fine drawings., It depicts Eucalyptus
leave Germany for a warmer maculata. The original illustration measures 10" x 8",

climate, Ferdinand von Mueller **%The plant on the bottom right ¢f the design on the siamp

chose to live in Australia, is a sprig of yellow stringy bar

5

c:  Bucalyptus muelleriana.

He made Victoria his head-
quarters and from g home base
in Melbourre.he made many \ !
exploration trips into unknown
areas of Victoria and other
areas of Australia.

¥*¥¥Paspalum is a grass native
to Argentine and Uruguay
(South America). It is used

During these trips he extensively as food for cattle

collected and named plants.
HJe took samples to Melbourne
where- they are still well
preserved, He was the

and sheep. It resists drought
conditions very well.
Baron von Mueller introduced

this grass to Viectorian
Victorian Government Botanist

"o r pastures. It was first used
' o " between 1352 and 1896. in South Australia.
Nature Notes ' . oS3 August '70.



| Seed Cases .

S

® Have you ever thought about the temendous variety of
seed cases on our native plants? On this page I have
drawn just a £ of them. See how many of these you
can discover and how many others you can find for

yourself, Lambertia formoss

"Honey Flower"
sometimes called
"Mountain Devil™

/ Banksia marginata
Silver Banksia

o
i
L i
s1listemon or | u:?
Zottl eprush" y
/¥
o
%W
0 A A
?eptospermum Hakea nodosa Acacia glandulicarpa
ea-tree Yellow Hakea Fairy-pod Watfle

@2BC0KS TC HELP YQU,

Australian Nature Series No, 13. 'PFruits? by Jean
Galbraith. Pub, by Longmans, '
Fucalypts by Stan Kelly Pub. by Nelsons.
Australian Wildflower Magic by Nuri Mass

Pub. by Writer's Press.
Illustrations of the Buds and Fruits of Eucalyptus
Species - Forestry and Timber Bureau. Canberra.
Trees of Victoria by L. F. Costermans.
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ARE YOU A GOOD CAMPER?

Before you answer yes to this question, think care-
fully. Think about how *these items 1licsted below Acstr~:-
the bush and ruin natural places.

Fire: Careless use of axe and/or knife: Erosion:

Camping for long periods in one place: Noise:

Too many people camping together: Pubbisgh:

Hunting for native animals: Destruction of native

lants.
Ganpyou still be sure that your answer is YES?

e (s August

17/
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“THE BIGGEST BUG”

* all schools
STATE FILM
ANTZATION,

BLE ALY PTS

by STAN  KELLY.

voXume is the most
yet produced on
all Australian

ains 250 of Stan

ed, accurate water-

1 colour, one page per
erous text gives
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)
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Dear Girls and Boys,

Editor, 'Nature Notes?,
Primary School,
Blackburn Lake,

P.0. Box 30,
NUNAWADING, 3131,

As promised we open "Drop a Line" this month with
excerpts from two more letters on Pollution ani both

from Surrey Hills.

Merilyn Hiscox writes...
@ Pecause of pollution
some scientists believe
that a "glasshouse effect”
may threaten the world in

the future,. Pollution may

form a barrier around the
earth's atmosphere causing
the heat %o come in but
not allowing it to escape,
thus ‘causing the ice-caps
to melt which would in
turn raise the level of the
Sea up to 300 feet higher,
This would flood the low
1lying countries of the
world., Already this is
beginning to happen in
Venice where the ocean
rises one inch every six
years.

¥ X X K X ¥ *
Bruce FEllen has this to
SHY e s a
@ Pollution may also
affect wildlife. The
litterbug affects wild-

to pollute the rivers.
0il slicks oozing from
drains and ships into
the .lakes are helping to
kill fish., Docks zre
also adding %o the oil
slicks.

In Surrey Hills the
council sends the rubbish
to a tip in Oakleigh.
Councils often reclsin
disused quarries for
dumping the rubbish.
Along the railway tracks
from passing trains
passengers throw cigar-
ette packets, matchboxes
and various types of
litter.

Why destroy our
beautiful heritage with

litter?
ENE R S S

A ED. Thank you Surrey

Hills for your letters
on pollution. Your

grade has certainly put
much effort into your

are WELSONS (AUST,) life by littering fged—
a reagonable $12.00° | ing places and helping work and although we
\L 13 L) Aug'llat’ '70
a2ture Notes 0012



susan Warren of Lilydale
P.S. Grade 6, has written
another bird story.

its way for your grade and I'm sure vou W
most useful.

cannot award each writer a Periwinkle, there i: =
1li find it

0 Wy, o e, o N e R T

@® one day some Currawongs

came and took over our

garden, They were flying

everywhere and were calling

ab burras, the first

Two letters have PT:lVﬂa Dbouu k k
TS Sharon writes...

m Sharon Cockerill of The Basi

-

One day last vear a

ro
&

kookaburra flew ohto the Cur second ssvory on to one another. Then one

clothes line and Sa-t on kookabuwrras nonme from cf them swooped down and

it. . Num threw some fat Susan Delacca, Grade 3M, picked up a lemon then

out -to him, He kept Blackburn Lake P.S. another one flew down and

coming and Mum kept feed- Susan beginS..... picked up an apple. Ik

ing him, Scon he became @ Today as Paul and I walked up the back and

so tame you could walk were playing in the sand 207 quité close to them. :

under tn§.,¢gbne: line I saw on s branch three They had & yellow eye Pied Currawong.
without him flying WA » ko OFaﬁUITQS laughing and a short thick beak.

Some days later another
kookaburra came with
him, This new one was

very shy and flew away
as soon 1 opened the
door. y the %
came shy one
came elf. The
tame one hasn't come
since and we think
scmething has happened
Lo, 14, Could Vﬂﬂ U;Eaae
tell me what might have
happened?

2 ED. It's impossible

for me to say what
happened’ to your kook-
aburra. Perhaps he
went to search for new
friends when the shy
kookaburra "took over"
his territory, You
might like to write me
an imaginary story
telling what you think
may have happened to
your friend.

Nature Notes

loudly. I noticed one

of them hzd a mouse in its
beak. This one jumped
onto another branch and
the Ltﬂcfd flew away.

Lau he Tlew away too.
#ED. What a fascinating
bird is our kookaburra®
lMany songs, poems and
stories have been written

about him and T?m sure he
is a favourite with most
Australian girls and
boys and grown-ups too,
even though he at times
gets up to mischief,

oome of them had a grey
breast and black body
WIth a white rump and
wing tips. P.S. (They
like bread too.)

ﬁ'ED Yes Susan,

Currawongs certalnly
like fyuite -and this of
course has brought them
into conflict with
orchardigts. I rememn-
ber when at Norwood,
Currawongs were constdnt
visitors to our school-~
grounds feasting on the
food scraps and fruit
from the children's
lunches.

¥ ® X ¥ X *

Grade 4B at Waverley
North have been studying
the praying mantis.
They write....

At the beginning of
the year our grade found
a mantis egg case which

we kept in our class-room.

155 s

Every two weeks four
or five mantids hateh out.

Our grade thinks this
is strange because most
insects have their young
hatched singly but the
mantis babies hatch in
groups,

v ED. Yes some insects and

Tike creatures hatch
singly but hatching in
groups is not really un-
common. Why not make two
lists - one for "singly"
and one for "groups'.

August V70



i DAVIESIA LATIFOLIA. HOP BITTER-PEA.

2.
3.
4.
5:

DILBURYNNIA CINERESCENS.

DAVIESIA VIRGATA. TWIGGY
PLATYLOBIUM OBTUSANGULUM.

"Eggs and Bacon" are favourites with
time of the year. Not hard to guess
common name, but did you realize how
there were? Mr. Rogers has sketched
Can you discover any more?

PARROT-PEA.
BITTER~PEA .

COMMON FLAT-PEA.

PLATYLOBIUM FORMOSUM. HANDSOME FLAT-PEA.

most ehildren at this
how they received their
many different types
some of them above.

NEXT ISSUE WILL BE AT DEPOTS ON WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 7th
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