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One of the many hundreds of examples

native shrub - a must for all gardens.

GREVILLEA ALPINA

of this beautiful
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Bear Girls and Beys,
Well SepteTiber is here an.d what

a beantJ f.vl stairt it hsis been to

spring1
I.f you have been very observa.nt

you v;il] ha\'e noticed that ITature
has been telling us of the approach
of Sr-rlng for some weehs nov/o
Have you noticed the swelling of
ti;e leaf buds on some of the

deciduous trees and the bronze

tips o.f the new grov/th on our own
eiicalypts? The birds have been
whistling a little louder a.na are
beginning the feverisn activity
in the all iraportant task of build
ing the nest a.nd raising the brooch
Spring: of course j.s also the season
of wildflowers, so T wonder how
many you have discovered. I sa.w
some bea.l;tifu 1 iiardenbergia
l,scrsparilia) near Kurstbridge
during the holidayso It is most
important to leave our wildflov/ers as
undisturbed as possible so that
others mag also enjoy their beauty
in years to come.

Yes Spring is certainly an
exciting season with the re-awahen-
ing after the sombreness of Winteru
It can be even inore exciting for
those with observant eyes, keen
ears and noses and curious minds.

Iths rea.lly up to us to malce the
most of it.

Our Prize Letter for September comes from Pierre Becy
Grade 6, Marcellin College. Pierre writes about frogs ^
and tadpoles which i suppose is qtiite appropriate for"
some one with a Prench

Progs’’ by Benssy Glyne
Periwinkle Colour hature Series,
will give you much pleasure Pierre
study of frogs.

iWBBrBiraraWWJ'W<:cggEKZgT3BHJWT*.'flWtWI)ttda

Pierre wins "Australian
one of the great range of

I am sure this book

in furthering your

name,

2PPIZELETTEP

THIivGS TO loop: POR

P.J.C.Rogers
■1
4

Our class 6, has a
fish-bowl with tadpoles
in it and recently we
put them into a small
tank.

hope frogs don’t die out
as they are fascinating 3jYii''P ’n ShiELL

Fv.G, Rogers
to watch.

o

EBo
The study of nature

in action is always fascin
ating, Good work Pierre.

* * * * * -sf

Both have grass
in them and we use the

fish-bowl for eggs and
when they hatch we put
the young tadpoles in
the tank.

STORY CP A STAMP

■R.G.\Vi'iite Q

SEEB CASES

P.J. I w
r:

Rogers^ ●

A boy built
out of ice-cream

sticks and four corks.
This is for v/hen the

tadpoles become frogs,
as they need air for
their lungs. It is
interesting to watch the

life-cycle of a frog.
Pirst the eggs hatch
and after a few weeks
the legs grow, Pirst
the back and then the
front legs,
time the tail gets
shorter,

actually gets some”of
its nourishment from its
tailj

a "raft"
ARE YOU A GOCB

CAMPER?

P. J.0.Rogers

BROP A LINE Id

Tadpole

All this

Produced by the
iTature Botes

Oommittee of

Ringwood
Inspectorate

The tadpole

A full-grown
frog has only a stump

L.JoBELAOCA

Editor,

of a tail* I just Adult Prog
'y.j-.yyyy ^

Angust '70.Nature Notes



September is Wattle Tiine«
Here are two more to add to

As I

I heard a
ior you

jird ‘3.11, Strange
those of other years» tlie fij 1 hadcjecause i

heard it around

because I have

the bird

b-a deed

time¬lyo

my home. I know it

h,esrd the call and seen
1 o

-I

Acacia pravissvna

Oven» Wattle

r

v/e havepast week

naa Hei

hittie

7a tt le-

●..at hi '.-ira,

T? ri .h
II,tern otjint:

cnie,
Kookaburras, Eacte:;
Rosella and Kagpie,

o
■I.

- J

the’■ ●. forma tiun YOU .<S .1.

VtSphaerolobium Eec do of Bird Calls.

The Birds Around I

The Lirde Outback, produced jointly
and k.S.V/, Cou.ld Lea.gue.
Bird Songs - Jacaranda Press.

Information '"rr:!:, Socie ty for Clro7/ing
Australian Plants, 4 Homebush Crescent,
HaWi.horn 'E.-.nt.

■ o':o. I

0.2

by E.ivI.I,
Austruli

vimineum

Pultenaea

daphnoides

harge^TeaJ
Bush Pea.

Leafless

Globe-pea

There are many pea-flowers during this month too.
Leafless Globe pea, appears just like a rush-like shrub
without any leaves and small yellow or red and yellow
flowers.

Nature Notes

Kennedya prostrata

Running Postman"'

See page 16 for some more.The Pod is round.
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ywvv.
■VWW A good game for a rain}^ v/eekend is the

n Smell gameo

Poi" this, you need ten .j£i.rs - the type

used for baby food or vegemite are most

suitable - and ten different common kitchen

condiments - such as cocoa, salt, custard

and so on.

Sniff f

Perha ‘iar contents-r k; piyou CO IG C15 o 6 11 \
.rT

Put the powders in unmarked jars and

see if your friends can identify them by

miffing only.

This is a good test of your sense of

into diiferenr cl es - Dowders, crystalX. 7 \j
etc.o

0 After plain.:'
.L

try mixing thesr ga're,

contents with cold water then v/ith warm

smello then with hot water. liotice any differences?

* For a Variation (providing you use no

dangerous substances) you could sniff and

taste.

^ Some substances seem to mix with the

v^ater - others do not.

Why is this I wonder?

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

hature notes 6 August * 707. .O P
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r'HERE’S A ^ r

Baron Berdinand von IJueller wrote many
books and lette'-''

he wrote over 3,000 letters each. year).

(It is estimated3 ●

This stamp was issued on

September 13, 194S,

It is a red colour and was

valued at 2|-d.

There were 73,754,880 of

these stamps printed.

1879 he published e many volume**-In

work called

EuC.'bLYPTOGRABH"

A desc'^intive Atl?-:' of

the ETJCALYPTS OP AUSTRALIA

and the Ad.joiiiing Islands.

V0I4 ITUELLER

The illustration on the opposite page is copied from

one of the many fine drav/ings. It depicts Racalyptus

maculata. The original illustra^

/

ill health forced him to

leave Germany for a v/armer

climate, Ferdinand von Mueller

chose to live in Australia.

He made Victoria his head

quarters and from a home base

in Melbourr.e ● he made many

exploration trips into Luiknov/n

areas of Victoria and other

areas of Australia.

During these trips he

collected and named plants.

He took samples to Melbourne

where-they are still well

preserved.

Victorian Government Botanist

between 1952 and 1396.

IVne

i y.\
. '●

'i r\ ti X 8’’.on measures u

***The plant on the bottom right of the design on the

is a sprig of yellow stringy bark:

f! amv'

muelleriona.Eucalypt

^■^■^Paspalum is a grass native

to Argentine and Uruiruay

(South Anerica).

extensively as food for cattle

and sheep,

conditions very well.

Baron von Mueller introduced

this grass to Victorian

pastures.

in South Australia.

It is used

It resists drought

He was the

it was first used

Hature Notes August ’70.. .8
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ave you e^er thought about the teraendous variety of
seeh cases on native plants? On this "oage I hsve
iravm^,just a of them. See how many oi‘these vou
can discover and hovv’ many others you can find for
V c a r 3 e a

iajabertia forrnosa
"honey Flower”
sometimes called

"Mountain Devil"

y 5?inl-:sia marginata
/ Silver Banksia

.// I
●; H

I

P
■ /

ip

<$

, 'I
orTi e fiiOii

sh"

■entospermum

” ea-tre.e
EBOOKS TO PISLP Y0?M

Hakea, nodosa
Yellow Hakea

Acacia ylandulicarna
airy~pod Wattlel.T

J

ARE YOU A GOOD CAMPER?

Before you answer yes to this question, think
fully. Think -about how +hf^se items 1’’ -ted below
tile bush and ruin naturcil placeso

Eire: Careless use of axe and/or knife: Erosion:
Camping foi- long periods ixj one place: iloise:
Too maiiy people camping t^'gether: P'-.bbish:
Hunting for native ariimals: Destruction of natire
plants,

Can you still be sure that your answer is YES?

11,.

Australian Hature Series Mo,

Galbraith. Pub, by Longmans,
Eucalypts by Stan Kelly Pub, by Welsons,
Australian Wildilower Magic by'Nuri Mass

Pub. by Writer's
Illustrations of the Buds

Species
Trees of Victoria by I

13 0 'Eruit 1
by Jeano

Press.

and Fruits of Eucalyntus
Forestry and Timber Bureau. Ganberral

Costermans.F.I.

August
Soture Motes C.10



A SPECIAL AJ:TTI LiTTSh pil:.

Editor, '
Primary School,
Blackburn Lake,
PoOo Box 50,
IFJNAWABIHGo

^Nature Eotes*,6
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Lear and Boys,
As px*omised we open "Dx’op a Line'’ this month whth

excerpts from tw^o more letters
from Siirrey Hills,
Merilyn Hiscox writes0,.
@ Because of pollution

ientists believe

glasshouse effect”
world in

Pollution m.ay
around the

atmosphere c a.u s in g
to come in but

not allowing it to escape,
thus causing the ice-oaps
to melt which would in

tum raise the level of the

sea up to 500 feex higher.
This would flood

1roauce o' ass

1 e ;i I’ a:'. I i 1111: e r
r.'

1\ . / X-'

on Pollution and bothr-\

iipaiw ■

fT*

a must for all schools

FILM

C'RGArTlZATIOI,

ield)

xCtL s j: .1 i.m

f3 ex' to pollute th
Oil slicks oozing from
drains and ships into
the .lakes are_helping to

Locks

the cix

om th STATEe Cbd
rivers●(t*

or the B.

r.E,Bu^te

h’

some

that a

o ^
oCf

VI c'
- -o l»

may threaten the
the future.

form a barrier
earth's

the heat

kill fish,

also adding to
slicks.

c.'.re

Surrey Hills the
council sends the rubbish

to p. tip in Oakleigh.
Councils often reclein
disused quarries foi-
dumping the rubbish.
Along the railway tracks
from passing traiiis
passengers throw cigar
ette packets, matchboxes
and various types of
litter.

Why destroy our
beautiful heritage with
litter?

T

EUCALYPTS

bySTAN KELLY. fche low

lying cduntries of the
world.

beginning to happen in
Venice where the ocean

Ibises one inch every six
years,

Already this isn.'-ignificent vMnme i;-. th.^ most
c cmp r0 .h en 3 i ve b 0 0k y e t ro clu c ed on

70 " f ail A'xr-r-'xliOi.

!.l

i <* ;
J t >. -

rjlai'i t s

M-CAiypIf
i

no ●'J c a?i

felly’s detailed, occurate water-
mall colour, one page per

plate. A generous text gives
i'.'Obitat, mair characteristics of
each species 7/ith scieiitific and
popu-iar n

pup;Li-:hers are KELoC'HS (AuST
arjQ the rrioe a reasonable ;31T.00

f
J

* -X- * * * * *

Bruce Ellen has thiscolours .1T
* * * * *oO

say..

9 Pollution may also
affect wildlife.

AiELo Thank you Surrey
Hills for your letters
on pollution.

0 # Q

The

litterbug affects wild
life by littering feed
ing places and helping

Your

grade has certainly put
much effort into your
work and although we

n ● ● r.i r:
o «

T>

August, ’70
T/M.re



cannot av/ard each nT-iter a Periv/in

its way for 5’our grade and I*m sure
most useful.

1
'i-her Susan Warren of Lilydale

P.S. Grade 6, has written
another hird story,

® One day some Currawongs
came and took over our
garden,

everywhere and v/ere calling
to o>ie another,
of them

le IS one or

you will find it
s

* * * * ^ 4f *

letters have arrived about kookaburr--=a, cfhe fi:
f_rpm Sharon Cockerill of The Basin P.S. Sriar^n lA^rites..

day last
r.oomaburra flew ohto the
clothes line and sat on

Mum threw

out to him. He

rr
iWO

iiiey 'were flyingvear a

Our secona

kookaburra

Susan Belacca, Grade 3M
Blackburi: Bake P.S,

begins
® Today as Paul .and
were playing in the s
I saw on a Oranch triree

kookaburras laughing
loudly, I noticed one
of them had a mouse in

beak. Tliis one jumped
o'n.to another bronch and

the ethers flev; away.
Later he flew a.way too,

Vvliat a fascinating

j=tory ori

f v^r.
Then one

swooped dov/n and
picked up a lemon then
ai'.other one j?lew down and

picked up an apple,
walked up the back and
got quite close to them,

They had
and a short thick beak“
Some of them had r

breast and black body
with a white rump and
wing tips. P.S, (They
like bread too.)

r* ' Pi

fatsome
i

Cl

PT
and Ivium kept fee

Soon he became

0 omin?:

i .T

C-,- -
kj O- oO li « , ■ ; «

Ihim. T

SO taire you could y/alk
der t

'● a

clothesp lilx0W..

Pied Ourrawong.yellow eyea
without him fl5'’ing
Some

kookaburr.a came with

him.

away,

days later another
kVery two v/eeks four

or five mahtids hatch

Our grade third^s this
is straiige because most
insects have their young
hatched singly but the
mantis babies hatch in

groups,

S5* some insects and
like cre'atures hatch

singly but Hatching in
groups is not really un
common, not make two

lists - one for ^singly
and one for "groups”.

a grey
it

This new one wa.s

very shy aiid flew awav
as soon as

door. Pi

ou I,; ●

d thepe.
● cI

one t

when the shy one

came by himself.
ta.me one hasrP r come

since and we think

semething has happened
Could you please

tell me v/hat rr.ight have

mei

☆ ED. hes Susan,
Curra.wongs certainly
like fruite and this of

course has brought them
into conflict with

orchardists.

ber when at Norwood,
Currawongs v/ere const^mt
visitors to our school-

grounds feasting on the
food scraps and fruit
from the children's
lunches.

came
0

kPEBlT: e

cookaburra)l:‘a 1 our

I

songs, poei.'iS
stories have been written

about him and I*m sure he

is a favourite with luost

Australian girls and
boys and grown-ups too,
even though he at times
gets

it. I remem'' j

happened?

-^EB, It^s impossible
or me to say what

ha-ppened’ to your kook
aburra,. * Perhaps he
went to search for nev;

friends when the shy
ookaburra "took over

nis territory. You
might like to write me
an ?maginary story
telling v/hat you think
may have .happened to
your friend,

Mature Motes

4r«

up tq mischief.

* * * * * *

Grade 4-B at Waverley
North Have been studying
the praying mantis.
They write
9 At the beginning of
the year our grade found
a mantis egg case which
we kept in our class-room.

M

● ● ● «

Grey
Mantis,,14

15 August ^70o
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DAVIESIA LATIFOLIA. HOP BITTER-PEA.

DILBURYNNIA CIN ERE SCENE. PARROT-PEA.

DAVIESIA VIRGATA. WIGGY BITTER-PEA.

PLATYLOBIUM 0 BT U S AB^G U LU M . COMMON FLAT-PEA.

PLATYLOBIUM FORMOSUM. HANDSOME FLAT-PEA.

M

are favourites with most children at this

Not hard to guess how they received their

common name, but did you realize how many different types

Mr. Rogers has sketched some of them above.

Can you discover any more?

Egc}s and Bacon

time of the year .

II

there were?

NEXT ISSUE WILL BE AT DEPOTS ON WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 7th
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