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birds of our

neighbourhoods

d

editorialcontents

Mature Notes would like to

welcome new readers, and wel
come laok previous readers.
At the end of 1970 the

Bducation Department appionted
two editors to take over the

work of Mr, Delacoa. It is

hoped that Nature Notes will
continue to“Te’~oT‘“‘^EF^ame
high standard set by Mr, Delacoa
and his team of helpers.

As you loiow, the price of
Nature Notes has been increased

'to six cents per copy, ThivS
increase was caused by rising
cost
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Nature Notes,
f.O, Box 30

Nunawading, 3131«
The "Letters to the Editor"

page will be continued. Just
send in letters telling of
interesting things you have
seen or things you want infor

mation about. Each month, the
most interesting letter will
gain for its writer a book
pri^e.

1

( 01

The free-floating
fern Asolla plnnata

our ‘,/col 1 "dun- J

\ ’? d 11
9

Next issue: 7/3/71 bho obho?●1-,
./

Begistered at the
a.P.O. for

transmission by post
as a periodical*
Oategory Vb*.
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(' >

■●1. 0) L0-J.n0:7
lai

.finally, the editors would
like to wish all of you an
interesting and happy year.

Mp J. Coote,
I. H. Legg

Kemalo?O'?
editors.>9
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FxriO,ll.y, ^ .to It rceally
jaall na:;_;ple? Get hold ot

a {>'ood book of bird plot-
ureo; perhaps pa^e 153 ~
155 of Hr. kobin Hill*

book A:astralla.n birds.

b tide so pi'ct'ure rj
Look at the

Look

clooely at the eye
V.Ti,at about tho leyc
ball?

ohapo
ree'l: exactly the sacic?
And now, arc the rroidlarfc
and the ]-ia"pie the sa?;io
kitid of bird in every w<ayV

Yon will probon^.y heo.r
bhe red wattle bird beforo

'i'he raucous

like ’'toi)acco~

tobacco-box”

co.lled a v/attle bir*d

for a cpecTaT roaGon?
V/hioh othe:*c birds 'nave
v/attleo? Once this

nov/ prot’eebed bird v/ao
hot in lar.Gc nur^ibe-'

fo'o the table,

.i'i'ie red wat’tle bird was

the moot pe-x'sis'bent
visitor to ouv bird

feeders last year at
blackburn Lake.

]^ic burea iC.y bo fc")!}!''!- im
dus brallan iilrdo:

L’ooin -'dill,b r

!bird 0: - :i oi^ori:"'
bj

/.reari;

(b‘-nld Loa ‘'’10
Loo'!-: a

closely,
birds ^ beaks,

- i

r (< » Vy»
J

'ir^eriv/in'"! fui'i lioa i;(- ■br?
O «

,daat Bird is ■-hr
and

Are the sip:es and

of bhe head and

tt: GavTeI ●» \ r

I'ho introduced Indian

'●lynah is one of the
ooriiraonest birds .found in

Viosb of our playground
t was fi;cst

I'l eli){)ume in(' 19o 2band
soon thrived irn-w.r cli-
Kiato, It is useful a.s

a scavencer in the city
stcocts, bub has made
itself Linpopulai* b^^
pushin^G ovvb bhe natlYo
birds,

o

>-> ●

1

i- b.you see

cry sounds
no:'

■'"'lops a-‘.'‘ou:nd bhe tree
searcbin.iG for blosso!.''*.
II is bho larp;cst oC bho
h.oney oa/bcas :Cnund o7i

mainland, ● Is

it ●"OUasj

do::Oi' ■f'

10 in.! ncavc ,-v

' t

.;abch -mb o ●

T i'irds a'no Ihe opob'bed. 'ihirtlo
,'Dove is anobhe.r coi-Lmon

inbroduced bird. It \va
lraoU;"hb j'roia India in

18G5. V/atch the v/ay it
raises a.nd
lowe;rs it

00; u'.on I'x r
!;o

mo.bo o? Uioi'it ')Uou ‘ i-

burlO, il0"0«

t

and colonoodor: '0.: 1

"5-*r77

1 -i

.'/Ada Ml r
I1

1

i’o.'').chG;rhj aa-'idboolc is UG‘.‘’r’i^
n.viilabl G nor!: i ;ori 'do.●

ill i.’eccive coi::pli. ion bax'y cnj> loo,
-oinht cl.osely Tv.c’-'od ['.>a ^oa oT ido:

bo yob bb.o boob o\.ib nC bli.0 hov/
o'ixi.os './.ill '-'O o.va.ilrd'ilG bo boucho'f’s

ericb,

.t.

coo.plo bed
f'U’a-cr ib;i n ● ;

on

sc.lGnoc con noo

ab the prl.oo

'un.e

and v/ill bo

sobtuil

^r

ror'b●T-'C

h.0\.’
IS

1

led’./at 11 e—bi rd 0

of 01.00

4
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shadows
£0RJHE SCIEIT0E-MJNDE1\

FOR our

topic this
brolk about

first science

year, leb us
sliado^vso

Ai-iOUf DIRECT1C.MS:
.SObietimea V/itli a sfflall light source, ■,

:vhaciovv» yfee picture belovu') '1'}
we have a complete
eis is called the umbiuu

yo'u see shadovvs

pointing in one direcbiorL

and V7.h.e7" you come t
at them latein the.v

In another

-I-

look

are

r\

'●Vila, b 0 c.u s o s sha.d ov/.s ?

all things have .huidens'?
fund so/usthlin,’: thab
have a shadow*

1 object that iias a
oor^;a.ln shadow, a
hare :;hat

po :1 n ting
direoti.cn,

fhy is

Try bo
floe.3 not

'}

this?

AROlfT IRhGTK

it diffe.rent tira

e-rn'-tOf.>es a.
o ●

●1
.-s 1-*
. J J.

o p dO ●_!) r-.

Jitli 1

me slTad.ow?
Can you IMnd out .at what

c ertaij! shadew in.-Vv

tr* rj

clay, your shadow is of
a dir’ferent length.
At whicli ti.'iie of

(or lily];';
f^'ic 1

n 'ti
a

/. V.v/;/'R I
<:C/ nJ r ●

!; i ;T’ e s
the day

IS your shadow

i

dioappeaer?
Liijh'f I r

i
.1

' ¥0 S C:

Uii
\

●-Vvl* t

fy;/ CAh iiAVd hi ilj
' 0

i« Vlahlng shape
hhadow

of animals with your h/rnds.
ti>0.0■— * I.

,X b! largo.r light
end a pa. shadow - foe

oe picture belov.nl

Sviuroo, we have an umlira,
i;-onur:Jt>rs,

■--1

bijihib 8

Penumbra

.blOHTo
-l-f-T-

-4--I

n -4
I

iJhihra,

Penumbra,6
I 7



marchthings to look for in
Matty of you spent so mo

t.iirio durx.ny the itolidays
near the beach, I only
managed to get there for
one day, hut there were
many in be-oestt-ng things,
soTrto oC which I did not

Irnow ah out and had to looh

bhcM uj) in the hooks I
h.-tveo Did you find any (.r:
those on the sand or in h.he
roc-;: itools?

This was a hollow,
. 'latteried suhstmice a li b bio

oveir an inch long. Tt was .
hronsy-red in coimrr.' ar-d
has soi'io st.i.ff cu:ols

endc.

in many hooks
round i b v/as part
hoa.k of an octopus
a part was nlssivig.

Do you know bhe
eucalypt brees thab are
i.n flovYe;i‘ duritig Peb.-'ua.ry
and I.Ia.rch?

before I

of bhe

$ -

no o.r bite loca.l ones

bo l!;u':oow~'l or..is likely bo
pe-pper-::.in

r

«

Sugar Dura is also
.ilov/er, This species
irom South Australia hut

it has been widely planted,
pa:r b i cularly around sc ho o 1 s
in bite V/ii-K-ie crri and f.Talloe

in 3

cajne

Port- Jgckjoobothas;

Ib was the egg of areas,
dog-fish.

If you can fitid bhose
bry to find out riorc

This spirally bwisbod
:;*ar3s was about 5 to 4 inches
long, a dark hrovm bo blacic

. i:n colour. It v/as a Porb
.Tackson shark's egg.

This shell was whibe,
ohlo.ng, and about throe
.i.ucl'ies long, S.ho'r?tly atbetr
I found this shell ^ dis-
covo'ced bhe lire aniraal in

‘ooc.k-xJcol. Ib was hlo.ck,
bough and leabhery,

A:aong its many nojnes I think
I like "Duckbill” best,

I thought I had found
■' cockatoo's he?a]c hut

what w^ts it? I had to look

/
oroos,

aboub brioM hy keeping a
●’Gcord of their flowering.
They are of beti visa bod by iyaud^ioctoL

-^nd galabs which
iTeoa upon bhe guiTinubs s:rA
young buds, 0 bher birds iiiay
be seen in these trees from
time to time,

Fcbru.a.ry and March is n
good bi^ae to loo.lc at the weodrj

aroimdi you.r scViool-ground,
Some of them ,you will know
already, ^^Thich ones do you
bhink have escaped from
ga.rdens?

/ f^wrrovta '{^f
.1

^rery

*●

4.

Gnu—t.

8
9



T 1

in the
d

news too much water
or P/Tam to ta.lce y.o“aa rare bird *h; KivYBODy nra3 b have

tho plutiireG of flooded
rannlaecis in th.e novve-

Feoplo were ohocV:-
o.moir'iir o> f iiioriov

Yellingbo lo compcr.rrited
Gilt lo

eea J*
le non

behind,rare Irlrdea L!S.we a
SAST 0 j itelbourne

the Yelllngbo Wildlife
Rooervo. PiPn I967 thin
rese'f’ve aet aaide

proteoi: the Heliaeted
lonoveater, iV\: bhai tirue

bi.rcl v/aa rapidly
civt„

-bo -i.uuli ab bhxo

yo!i ’.vould briin.lc ir was

^■’ellow—i;i,< i'sed Uoae,yo;.- l;er,
■\i [' bho e;oldo'!.i itOrKl
■-■a "hol;;nwW fnakoa

1P -iforoai; epooiea «
Tiibe

Jr, e.aba i-neoctr.; as woU

ii favours nujnr.a

melaleuoas

.●rdST
close look

o [’ -iiae

Gill

soTue larye lllap^;
i" e 110 w G i. e r J. n.

the Miaaiauiepl
!'■ Ivor in bhe T!nlied' 5 b-^ tea,
or '.he Bile in

-X s
papers^
ed

●,‘oedc:

bhea L» T

to ●I +
a.ndor rouca.ro'

rcfilaa b1. :i,-T rotd res booki.r

P.'iO.ob. of bhe

L f e i

●yp i,j
{

of padd.').:
a.abxvo

doa broyod.
Of co’irso,

.0 ini pie '

' <>

r. 0 rui

iyir j

birdC}

there art}

why flc)0'’’oaaoris

i.ay i.)ocn

a;';d

n '’L ;V

Pio

y 3 lO!!; .

Jdiinasn I a core .mre.-is

:'L'.'t i.n 0
bo do 0 rv,

1. -J ,

orrx therer'i o

1

C« 0 y o oCv

'●'.ajce a

Local d ii;.‘.a 'o

Ibake a xa.p of if
dT‘;-:i i ●:.yo a v t o";
aehiahi ^prtnaa'l ^
. Sir, directio

fl..;w,,

c diiov/ undorx.'roiuni

pipes.
Does water flow Irhm

the schoolyround fi'o'in
.a.aywhere?

d, lH>r;a you r : ichoe l>-a'0’;-
lia.ve any clrainriye
pr.ybleits? You n.ay 00
ahlo to au.ypru;! couo
ar.awera ^

wh-it ip
J. What is a love

ho liow do ongirioers work
bo prevent nooda?

nuc: 1. Wci uf- ,r r . . y>.

p.r'c or; rira : a.o,;y a ●■(■●in.
'■ith 0 coney ea la -y'. ●

Aa y,.;u ivrn.
avi b pat born ^

streaiiia. rivora

Thia 'pat te'O'
aual naou..;.b ih

G aero●.

t.

o.'.L. »
iOU' ( t.I-

COO ! ■>'

.■','111 be. ■' ‘ i

and .pipes,
sui i:;i IP10

a >

swaan iT"'

eei3 as piaooo i

● You oar aoc vdiv

away o.f

od le.o\
t " 1

tiled wa (:e r.
I

.. iie c l.earir' I-'
t{ ertvy rain or mcnUj.i.ny

now may fjudclenly brin.y
too much water to the

systom.
As woli an bliia the

ao.y be vlain.''.yed or
by ail'b ai'id

>■> '

a.nd otfher '■labix^’o ti-roes
,d-is oocjaed the near

cKt Pilot Ion of this idi.'d*
.;\1 thou.p'n i c live:.'

no rub

rUins
Vi

<1

I Vl b.s.0
-■ :o

near wa tor .m -rrunimox',
i.’LOvos to tiiO liixxyor

p;n bom
b hocked

ri.ibbish

1 -●t both OMo

witer cannot escape
usna.1, oo the system
floods,

When you come to think
man lias alw.,f.y.;

moved to the ban.ks of lar/''^''

bimbor

bv. lids a deep, cup sha.peri
0 f‘ Liark and

■a smal'l 'ousb or tree,
'T'lieco are

ri Ov'jh—(,' ol ou red

rcd-.hrovn'

1 J ;?h blotcherj

r. Ti;a cons i.a ■'a r

● «

th<‘i1 Cs 4

<●■;.; K
gnass ITi.i

a del to?a ti

usually two
oygs wx i;h

pi-tts and pur[,!-
j.aici in. 'iho

C‘

* - $

^oriny. r.i.ver.-:

'^'he dam-aye dono

GO ii.o r !. a.rmia.;%

nendy
'. r- r :ldf V . ! . I '>\r

i
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i' ro'ta

jir.orcy

if.OSvS encij-H'. u on
o..;

'Illlr: cl.lf '^.icu olive ^reen oy\ the back
■'nd vfbl'l'.e underneath,

ohont ?r*6” Ion;-:,

oirdG pock into their
‘laothor* s

Other liirds

yetlov/ ndliien ojul '^xcovm
baoVs
ho Lioe.

●) -I-->«

'■.Li-tdlr-ia t ^

V'/lth ;

tdon
-’■●toV: :i

''TriiXo olimbiny
'j'ootted

O.YO

tnyon,
haov/

ooct but X dldru-!;
■''‘.'id' inoGchj biO.d v/ir..'-

v/oiii.d .i.t be tlien?

-I'C >a T,ii :j|-^

Ihoa It
beah:

i,v.;Xa*“Xib:o Ib wan

It had bv/o poioon fan/fo
vn, l:no upper
oiiQ c 1C nroupht xx
uO Uo on IcO. It V/'lL’

■./rlsglihg due to ita
acbivG neir/ea,

X’Kert 'Dad !;ii.rov/ i i; in i;ti.e
'hm.lburn XI Ivo o*

Syiakeo ’u-u-o .-i habi'b o

iyutp undo<’ 'Iiiir
d ’.'hc:i tbLO

●",/ bee

i;iri:‘otio'’n. bhe „

), What ytui
quibe true Paii;, we mnb
be carexul when litti'-iy

biuvO or piccco oO v/ooo,
’●'.'our lebber han raisod ar

h '.po'rbant probl.Gm: ohould
ve kill onakGo or nob?

,'GrhapG other f'ca.dora
nould l:Uce bo write l,n be
boll us bheir viows«

wi bh
●i- .1,

hnnootf bn/l MG 07.0,0 b >I 'i;:('

oo3n‘)'''i M

arou'.id i 1

I(.m

]b \<li.ncl'o.'

It h.'id al“’-

:;le>idcr leys witt; a
vol.o'udcr body ai'nl

i;\7o te'etera at i:bc hoa.'.l

oral. I wcuob away .for
bwo fioun.n'; '''nd btior T ca’io

bjact: bo son v/hebbor I'b
'ub ',11 tbo -c. 'bvi,“n7’.Xsj.n'''l.-.'-

U'lG
.●i:

pI.go *\f1. b^iet; h : ' a «*|j

● ' e'

tell !i)G v/.ho.t t.hese birds
o.ro cahlodv●1

,i3D.bU 'Con

.1 b \/.MS

asue oiv/ero errercc'b

!alo sbi.cb
dor.ie stick i^,-

An you
'Cii.ooG .inaectn

o C c‘'ouo

nature XTotes John we v/111

■ Xc balkiny aoout sv/allov/s,
Vnfor'bu.na/bely Jolm you
havo not really yivcii us
enouyh in.roruation to ide.n
ti fy idiG other bird
uc:i uoro about thoir
ben.;

● J OUVlj
inaeo *
SCO

noIced

n/i-'O

'tv'- I lore in "'or>aa bioa

Ilia b rallari batnvG 3 budiet
:U'" Ti’o'bd'i15'“ili the™ooo1rIoti
headed: ^’phas;:!ids'’«

Ol ?

t.

s c/m n.
' 3

O' ' i Vi.a co'y >0« i.'.I

■bol]. kj'J «0J

sise, e

i J
and C'^X-our

Pa'a iIa,;Liiwell (iTla.clvburn
jjako School) writes:

”Up at i'Taya.Piliie my
■^●●lowiny tlie

lawns« He loolred under
Goj.ie tin and tliere \/a

b.i.'jcr snake0 It was darlc

IdiCf
i.j‘j«

T

John lAiyyar! wrlbcs:
".Poceorblvy

went dov7U to our

r.ir;

T,

rad;.h.e.rv/iien v/e

ho].lday

was

' : t.

■.Ia:atj},a,riOUOO in

a ].) otto d s fj ' O 3W 110 \'f ,V
nosbin-'; in the wire of
bho boX.ovision aerial

'i.’ho nosb -is made out ox

xiud with twiys in IJ1.0
.1 nbex’lo?: where thcrce .arc

bhreo you'-iy hiiaX.;
bhrev/ oub some .bi’o.'id

c^'umbs and wo v/abched the

Cei.'.alo r)ick bh.e'H up ,nnd
I'i.ve then bo the yoiiny
one

id U ♦ V70
● >

- «

^ o

tick'

It is intei'es tiny
bho little

J..J«

bo watch as

12



prize letter the moon
The Moon revolves arowid

the Earth onoe in every 29
days* The reflected light
which we see comes from the

Sim. During the lunar Month
(29 days) the Moon appears
to change its shape and sise. By following the chart
These changes are called the below, you will see how
phases of th¥'Moon. the Moon waxes and wanes

during the 29 days.

(Cribboua means ’bulging*
or ’rounded*.)

At the New Moon position,
the Moon is between the
Earth and the Sun and we
cannot see it*

Gradually the New Moon
appears as a thin crescent.

bcr received each uou!;li.
The ch.i,l:h»'e'n v/hc'

tiicir prt'^^.erjo
Krolm v/‘ie recai.vcd oy

Uie ogg!; lei:

re the v/7.\iter n

v/ere vq cy
":i:Gr -Vo:a John

JXiring the yeo.r
will

hooks l.asb year
IHie Collowiny le <
.gture TToleo.

''Dear Edi bor,

!'ook -pTov/.e.
oleased v/i bh

iny lebber
;).nd v/iah

very pD-eased bo have
’hJ'abure liobos

for t/iG

●ILrdG”, './iiich
bhe firs!; v/oek o:i

1 was
M

pul)lished in ’b
bo thanJc you
’’OoMiTuon 01 by
safely during
I! ciy b o ■(.' ■■ 1 h o1 i d "^y > ●

p e7?iV/ i 0.1 cl e Vj o c
arri.vcd

the PHASES QE THE MOON.jy

b]i.o delay 1
iaib I h/rvo

bo npolorise
von this lobbor,
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■ The answers to this quiz are to he found in this
month*s magazineo See if you can answer all the
questions v/ithcut looking hack through the pages*
You may hov/ever, want to read through the magazine "
again very quickly before looking at any of the
questions*

10 -fThat is the common name for Meliphaga cassidix?

2* Do some stick insects have wings?

3o How can you tell a male mudlark from a female
mudlark?

4o What colour is a Port Jackson shark*s egg?

5o ^Yhat type of eucalypt has been used in schools
in the Mallee area?

ij

6* What are two reasons for the sudden floodihg of
river valleys?

i’l

NATTOE ITOTES COtWITTEE:

1o Mr* L* Delacca

Vermont Primary School
2c Mr. P, Rogers

Lilydale Primary School
3o Mr* P, Tyrrell
^Blackburn East Prim. S*

4o Mr* Mo Coote
Blackburn Lake P. S.

5. Mr. I. Legg
Blackburn Lake P* S.
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