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Dear Girls and Boys,
In this

. issue of Nature Notes we are

introducing you to our National
Parks and similar areas.

It is hoped
that all of you can visit some
of these parks. In some of thenm
there are facilities for camp-
ing; but in nearly all cases
camping can be done nearby.
Some parks have rangers who are
only too willing to talk about
their park with you. Those of
you who want to spend more than
one day at a park would be wise
to contact:

THE NATIONAL PARKS AUTHORITY

TREASURY PLACE

MELBOURKE 3002

Telephone: 63-0321
They will tell you all you want
te know about facilities and
conditions.

: - We would

like to tharik the National Parks

Authority for the help they have

given us in preparing this issue.
If you turn now to page 8-9 we
think you will be surprised there
are so many parks to choose from.
With this in mind, we wish you

‘all the very best for your

holidays.
M.J.Coote,
I.H.Legg,
Editors.

.Dear Girls and Boys,
As this issue is about National

Parks, let wus consider how the term arose. In 1870,

a party of men, after exploring some of the wonders

of a large area of land in Wyoming, U.S.A,, sat around
the camp fire one night to discuss what might be done
with the land. They had found great geysers, beautiful
waterfalls, birds and animals, magnificent mountains,
rivers and foresis. They decided that the land should
not belong to any single person, but that it should
forever belong to the nation and be available to all
the people for all time. Two years later, the American
Parliament declared the area as the Yellowstone National
Park. '

This was the first; now there are
national parks in most countries. We have twenty-three
national parks in Victoria. In these we preserve the
birds, animals, vegetation, seascapes, landscapes ....
everything in the park, but we also share these precious
contents with the people. There is no substitute for
our national heritage. We owe it to the foresight of
the people who came before us. We must use our heritage
carefully, so that we, too, can pass it on to those who

" come after us.

GUARD IT WELL - FOR IT IS ALL WE HAVE.

L. H. Smith
Director of National Parks.

And now, Nature Notes will give a Perriwinkle book
prize for the best letter from one of our readers.
The letter is to be about a visit to one of our
National Parks during this year. Let us know what you
think about the flora and fauna to be found in these
places. Ed.

Aug. 71, 3.
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tl Ie WeSt The best seazson to visit %l
o

park is the oprlng, during

September and October. It ies
As you can see from our map of Victoria on pages 8-9, " Secs thas thHa  senicdescrt

we have divided the state into three sections. These are country bursts into colour

Tne ‘Westy The Centra l and The East. The numbers we are with s patchwork of pink,

coing to give to these parks will be the same as the white, yellow and violet
mbers on the map. After the name of each park the size wildflowers. The trees range

o£ the park and its distance from NMelbourne will be from red-szums and black-box

siven. It must be remembered that there is much more Yoy e

"o be found in the parks than will be mentioned in the

Y : 5 : ; There are emus and kangaroos;
‘0llowing brief descriptions. and among the more exotic

W e
B

. m W7 Am Whistling Fagle. tirds there are +Ha lQWOTV
Size 44,000 acres. Distance f K1 te". cockatoo, iqorsr p'rrufu, the

from Melbourne 300 miles N.W. yellow, green and crimson

The flocod-waters of the ring-necked parrots, and lititle
Murray River fill these lakes plue fairy wrems. The park is
in the poor, sandy mallee also kept sweet with lejba.,
c N Vietori by large numbers of magpies 5 ‘
:guntry of Northern Victoria. }z e Q'/ﬂ"dwtp RagDL e, Sulphlipserested
Jinter and spring are the avolers, no: Lers and P T =
= e . R 8. ,,1,. u.‘h" u'm.-(,-.m._,_uu s
best times to visit this park C 08 .
13 . PR 4 ATTNT A wma 1 T4 3 se }'-“.:1
18 in summer it is very hot. %, WATHE FAUNA RESERVE. ‘:1£$gns%§ fl;qn
Jamping go permitted in the This Is not very far from Pil“ie“ e ke
ﬁ:LEJ o fullwtlme ranger Wyperfeld and is well worth when you are ¢h1u$
% Age*ﬁ ggi;flgeggu' T 2 visit if you are in the area. Jour '1n;'u1¢i°’ _r
suna: ba e, 8 08, ack- ' may vte the one
2ced grey kangar re 4, LITTLE DESERT. nard to warn
y garoos, d Tou ave subel s & h;1£}§ PLSERL N 9n ;gg&utc warn
JF%¢Oub, olack Fauﬂed wrens, 7 L Size B6,870 acres. Distance the tlock.
rested bellbirds, striated e Bk &QEE%E%%i S 225 miles from Melbourns. This
“rass wrens, pelicans, R park is famous for the maliee fowl and the mounds made

WYPERFELD NATTONAL PARK,

ize 139,760 acres. Distance
from Melbourne 280 'miles N.W.

et I
1is park, which is on the = 5\3\
.dge of the Big Desert, is R
ictorials largest. There IS

R o "H’E“éiv~‘»~>~ﬁ._7\ =
f‘t, "’-l_g’:_" “f:

Mallee fowl with mound.

re many walking tracks,; but
‘ou should tell the ranger

i

about long hikes you wish
to g0 on.

5




by these incredible birds can

always be‘s§§n.
There is a tull-time ranger

who lives in the old Kiata
store on the Western Highway.
A nature trail boocklet is
available ang ask for a bird

o LQUNT ECCLES.

Size 974 acres. Distance aboutd
200 miles west of lelbourne
near Hamilton.

It is well known for its crater
lake, Lake Surprise, There are

=
L

The Blue Wren
a reStless insect

eater. They are

multi-brooded,

and the young of

caves and collapsed lava tunnels.

The lava from this volecano gave one brood will

and plant list.

Fauna: mallee fowl, scrub ; 2 i
o, sonih us much of the superb soil of o IRl e
birar ol Tabh ieve, weay thmieh e Heoteen DLehrist following bateh
WLV T e wllTUSI 3 1 T
wrens. ho evpr—’mf ! 1 ’ At the picnic area you are e chickg
o o TN G S op . - T surrounded by the melody of ’
Flora: alacK tea-tree, yellow Southern Scrub Robin. the birds: the grey thrush
gum, stringy-bark, acacias. If you watch this bird the ba dki £ . 1 we S PRT_—
X e ey sry aloselr gom Wili he pardalote, several varietie:
5 THE GRAMPTANS. :ﬁ+3cﬁ howLifJoeewé . of honeyeaters, the orange-
This is a very well known Bl hon)i;q”glffg‘ winged sitella, the blue wren,
srea and is well worth o Pis*:;ounﬁx+5# ,Jf and others.,
igit. They sat inses i‘fp;"l” There are excellent views from
i o, Bt i Wt the top of the crater.
. xing as well as s5eeds.
i They are us 9. TOWER HILL.
N and shy. Sc : This is near Warrnambool and
G s observers say thati 170 miles from Melbourne.
h you can call them up 10 PORT CAMPBELL
h re easi by squeaking o Oy
e ;fJf%{m R ‘ Size 1,750 acres. You can go
: 53 B : : e via the Great Ocean Road, 180
rreat variety of w 1Q‘ng~r. mile“' or you can go via Colac,
and animals. The best time to g 150 miles. e
L ig sp Por heath . _ : The area stretches along about spectacular views
. - 5 B e Red-necked Wallaby. 20 miles of coastline and has from the cliffs at
lone Wish @;ik- X some spectacular views. There Port Campbell.

or clothing are sheg; cliffs of yellow-

swintiing o orange limestone, with rock-
i P stacks, blowholes and arches,

There is a camping area with

RICHMOND, a charge for admission. A park
Lze 2,0 cres; about 250 ranger is living in Port
iles from Melbourne via the Campbell

Frinces Highway. This area is
well known for the wildflowers
f the sandy soil. There are
about 450 species of flowering

plants; %0-odd orechid species

While you are there, find out
as much as you can about the
Loch Ard Gorge and the ship

that was wrecked there in 1878.ﬁ‘

* # * “ &




AR

Wathe Fauna Heserve
Liittle Desert
Gramplans

Lower Glenelg

Mount Richmond

Mount Fecles

Tower Hill

Port Campbell

~victorian parks
\/-:’\m_m_w_a

W

23 I
3o | *j,-\]\\\m~’““
Echuca.,
3 ! !
£ _liﬁrﬁhm- l l
5e i
2
L, g2
‘%9 8
: Lakes Entrance.
Pertland
11. You Yangs 16. TFern Tree Gully
12. Kinglake 17. Sherbrooke Forest
1%, THraser 18. Churechill
14, 8ir Colin McKenzie Sanctuary ; 19.  Phillip Island
15. Yellingbo Wildlife Reserve

Morwell

Bulga

Tarra Valley
Mount Buffalo
Glenaladals
The Lakes
Lind

Captain James Cook

Wingan Inlet

Mallacoota Inlet

Wilson's FPromontory

!{L}.g; 71 - 9"



-# the central area of Victoria.
You can see them as you drive
2long the road to Geelong.

lielbourne. 1y
This area has big timber,
waterfalls, and a good view

central area

. YOU YANGS,
e first area in our survey

. KINGLAKE. :
ize 14,095 scres. Distance isg
bout 40 miles N.E. of 9

(hY]

of Melbourne from the

earby Sugarloaf Peak,

here are wombabs, wallabies,
1d lyre‘birds. :

+ Mason s Falls, there 18
picnic kiosk and parking

'rea, and a graded fogt

pack leads up to a view-
yint above the tumbling
1ters,

A FRASER.
ize 7,146 acres, This park
g about 90 miles north of
1bourne near Alexandra.
camping facllities are
ry good here and it is an
leal spot for boating,
shing and water sports.
re are grey kangaroos
1 plack-tailed wallabies
the hills. There 15 a
ture walk, and if you
e the Ranger, he will give
a brochure, "Birds of
ager Naiional Park" is a
oklet you can get from the
National Parks Authority.

Wombats may be seen

at many of our

Parks.

Hational

BRlack~tailed

Wallabdy.

~Jhe park provides

14, SIR COLIN MCKENZIE WILDLIFE SANCTUARY.
This sanctuary near Healesville

is well known for its display

of platypus.

154 YELLINGBC WILDLIFE RESERVE,
This is 32 miles irom Melbourne
and was in the news a short

time ago as one of the last
remaining homes of the helmeted
honeyeater.

16. FERN TREE GULLY.

Size 931 acres. Distance about

of Melbourne in

22 miles east
arts of the
-

i
T
S
the nearer p
a

Dandenong Range.

There are temperate forest

trees, messmate large gunms.
Attractive walks car be taken '
throughout the park. The park

.

ig famous for its lyre birds.
There is an sxcellent look- i
out tower at Cne Tree Hill, RIS
_ protection
tor many kinds of native
including wallabies,
wembats and possums.

The main picnic area and kios
are approximately half mile
Ly foot track from the Upper
Fern Tree Gully railway station.
This makes it one of the
easiest parks to visit during
the school holidays. -

7. SHERBROOKE FOREST.
Further along the road from
Fern Tree Gully, this park

is algo famous for its walks,
and bird life, especially the
lyre bird, 0

X &% » % ¢
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G
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13 CHURCHILL.. ) h Rt

Size ATT mcred. Distance is about 20 miles east 33 -~

Malbourne. Tpe park is about 8 m11es+northwiftpa“ ?;;~a. .

iny fine day in spring or autumn 1S the best ﬂlme ogé

day outeat Churchill. Do not Torget your qagerafuéqe

Linoculars for there is a good variety of birds o he
:

izelbourne area

19, FHILLIP 1SLAN .
L ¥ A +45 aay w >
. 4 lS ’"‘21"\& -:{- il‘a.a ghryl-\‘-‘
you can find pilaces
*he whole island.

+ ia 5 cood place Lt

ot Bkl PR Seal Rocks
wolidays as welli a

% ) - .

risits. Along the Phillimp
ran see koalas; th TETEEE%
e ldkely To De ve e

v and hard 0 ses

inoculars wil
+o overcome Th

1t on Seal R
vreat seal co

e syatched at
Towards dusk -

you can visit
Summerlsnd Beat
ta watch the
penguins Iro
home -to their
rookeries after
hard day's fishing.

The Little Penguin oy g
is called Budyptula minoxr Oy Eha ?
‘nientists. We may call it Australia’s

own penguin and it is carta@gly a
ctrange thing the way they live in
whole colonies instead ?f in pairs.
Tf you ever see 2 penguin 1in then
water, try to see its swimming sty}e.
{het are very fast, but they seem TO
nig-zZag.

* * * * *

the east

20 5 MORWELL,

Size 346 acres., This park is
ten miles south of Morwell.
Plant 1life is the main feature
as the park consists of
timbered slopes of a valley
growing vegetation typical of
the Gippsland area. There is
magnificent blue gum and grey
gum with typical smaller plants.
It is the home of the rare
epiphytic Butterfly Crchid and
many kinds of birds.

21. . BULGA.

Size 91 acres. 120 miles from
Melbourne and half-way between
Traralgon (Princes Highway)
and Yarram (Sth. Gippsland
Highway).

This park contains very large
mountain ash trees, superb
tree ferns and many lyrebirds.

22 TARRA VALLEY.

size 315 acres. Between Yarran
and Traralgon, nearer Yarram.
Very similar to Bulga, there |,
are five types of tree ferns;
these include the Soft tree- o
fern, Rough tree-fern, Slender Zf?
tree-fern and Skirted tree~fern,
There is a museum of local
fauna at the Park Office.
Mammals include the platypus,
echidna, koala, and blagk-
tailed wallaby, as well as
possums, phascogalegs and
gliders.

* * % % "

Butterfl
Orohid

can be seen at Morwell.

Tree Ferns.

Aug- 710 131




@

2 MOUNT BUFFALOQO.
Size 27, 280 acres. About 200
miles from Melbourne, 60 miles
east of Wangaratta.
Magnificent mountain scenery,
rich in flora.

24, GLENALADALE,

Size 403 acres. 18 miles north
of Princes Highway at Fernbank,
180 mi es east of Melbourne,
Have a look at the "Den of Nargun",
which is a cavern that is
connected with aboriginal Restless
legend. Flycatcher.
25. THE LAKES.

Size 5,2 acres. At the

Gippsland Lakes, on Spermwhale o7 T
Head Peninsula between Lakes . T
Vogdo s oua g nves Size 6,700 acres. This
thg area 18 noted for kangarqps, Yo Aha apes 5T LER0
wailaole§ and emus, Ean@ plain first seen by Cook in
f;OWGrS;\$SPQClaLly Thryptomene April, 1770. It is
Bﬂlcrantna), untouched country;

26, LIND., probably just as it
Size 2, 882 acres. 280 miles was first seen by

from Melbourne on the Princes white men. It is
Highway. Mainly dry forest, forest swamp and

but also there is flora of heathland grading

the dense, sub-tropical rain- down to sand dunes.
forest type. The brilliant

red Gippsland Waratah is common.

ATN JAMES

Qjca

AP
00

YOUR NATIONAL PARKS
SET ASIDE FOR YOUR
ENJOYMENT,

. and migratory birds.

28, ALFRED,

Size 5,406 acres. 300 miles
east of Melbourne on the
Princes Highway. This area
preserves the sub-tropical
jungle near Mt. Drummer. Many
plants that are hard to find
elsewhere in the state.

29. WINGAN INLET.

Size 4,750 acres., 330 miles
east of Melbourne.

Very good for observing shore
birds, especially wading birds

50, MALLACOOTA INLET.

Size 11,225 acres. 326 miles
from lMelbourne.

The shore line of this inlet

is timbered down to the water's
edge and the scenery is
beautiful. A good example of
animal - plant associlation:

the Bloodwood, which is noted 4
for its creamy-coloured Rainbow Lorikeet.
blossoms, attracts hundreds of The tongue is a kind of
Rainbow Lorikeets in the ~ brush for getting nectar
autumn., : from blossoms.

S WILSON'S PROMONTORY.
Size 120, 875 acrez
140 miles from Melbourne.g
A good association of '
plants along with an
extensive population of
birds and animals.

* * * *

AR ?-'.
A
o ﬁ“L‘l ",.’ / ,‘ ;
T BN ] PR

Ul \

survey of our National
Parks. We hope it has
been helpful to you.

Do not forget the prize
we mentioned on page 3.

Augs Tls 15,



log sheet

Name of the park:

O..ll.ll...l-‘..l-..ll..‘...'-...

DAt eeseosseooes-olime TAKEN o.oe oo

o 0o o o090 086 0 0 28 000V

Distance from Melbourne ....

Nearest®large towni......

PR S I T I T R T I O O U B

Interesting features seen on the journey:

....--‘l‘.!-lal.oo.oa-.DOOI..lc..-..-cnutncl-lllc-l

0-.0‘--....--00.-l.‘--c.ol-.lu'cc-o.-c...l-...--l..

Size of the park: cecececccoe

o 00000000 0° 00 0@ 00 %000 00c0 00

7. Make a2 sketch-map of the park: show the main

entrance, camping areas, walks you went on and

show on the map where you saw any interesting things.

Make a list of the animals, insects, trees, wild-
flowers and bird life you have seen:

..l\..!.l'.c...‘llOl..ll..l'l..l'.ll'll.llllb..llll

.ou...ll-u.n-.--..'--l!no....Dll.n.u.-tll..olul-.lu

Ollll.‘..l.......lﬂ...lﬂ.'.‘ll'.

oo 00600006 0©0000 00680000

OOIIOOOIIBOOIl'.'l'lll.l.l..l'll.l.ll.l..l.l..I.l.l

ll...l...‘l...lll‘...".lI..'.'l.'ll‘.".'...l.ﬂ..'

165



