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Contents Dear Girls and Boys,
Have you seen

anything of interest in the field
of science lately? Please write in

5 and let me know if you have won’t
you. Eemember,this is YOUR magazine
and contributing to it will make it

^ even more personally yours.

You know,there is a wealth of
material around us when we take the
trouble to look. Examine the

° leaves of any tree or shrub, pull
off some bark, turn a rock over or
lift a concrete slab and I know
you will find something of interest.

&

Everybody loves the cuddly koala.
Possibly you have seen one in a zoo
or sanctuary. Some of you may have
been lucky enough to have seen one out
in the bush.

Do you knoY/ v/hat the koala’s

favourite food is? Nearly everyone knows
that gum leaves are the food koalas
love. But did you know that only a few
eucalypts really suit their needs,
that the one they really like most
all may poison them?

Live Teddy Bears.
H.J.Lawry

Puzzles Page.
R. Palmer

Letters 5

This *n That

L.Delacca

Things To Look
For.

F.J.G.Rogers

Animal Movements

This particular tree is
the manna gum. At certain
times of the year a build-up
of prussic acid makes the
leaves quite poisonous to eat.
The young leaves are dangerous
at all times and must be
avoidedjsn’t it wonderful that

the koalas know by instinct
not to eat these leaves? The
other suitable trees include

red gum, blue gum, swamp gum
and yellow box.

8

Finding out all about your
discoveries can be even more fun.
How do you go about this? An easy
way is to ask someone and if they
don’t know leave them to find out
for you. Easy, but no funj REAL
EITJOYliENT and REAL LEARNING arise
out of:

Young leaves

Does It Really
Matter?

A. Mudge

Hear HearI

FoTyrrell

11

13
making careful on the spot

observations,
making careful long term

obseivations,
taking notes,
making diagrams,
library research,
taking photos,
interviews and correspondence

with experts.

Adult

Make A Woozle
Bird '
******************

Cover Drawing:^
H.J.Lawry.
Artists;

Mrs.Sharpin.
. Mrs.Hensler.
******************

Registered at the
G.PoO. for trans

mission by post as
a periodical.

15

SOMETHING FOR YOU TO DO.

Contact your local

Forestry Office and find

out whether there are

suitable eucalypts for

koalas in your area.
***********

Talk to older residents

and find out whether koalas

V/here are/
the koalas?

were

. In the end YOU will be the
expert. Why don’t you try some
scientific investigations of your
own? I hope you will

Until next month,
H,J.Lawry.

0 ● 0

CATEGORY B.
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were once natural to your area and,if so,what became

of them. Nature Notes May 1972 Page 3.



}fitPUZZLES PAGE9

'^Thia is a CLUEIjESS CROSSWORD. Only the lYORDS
given- you have to make up the CLUES and fit them Lnl
Ten have been done for you to help you out*

are

E

A 0

Glues for the ten v/ords included could be 5
Toad> A, relation to the frogo
Heat. Some snakes can trace animals

they produce«
tliese in a slippery

substance for protection^"
Tiger. A variety of snakeo
Drop, Some lizards do this with their tailSo
Anphibiai

Reptiles.’ Crocodiles

CM

R 5P HE T 1

by the
Eggs. Progs coat

C G C C 4 0

T ^ C B
●

T O BAD

MCrocodiles are thiSoaiO«

A__ are this alsOo
A very dangerous snakec
Venom is carried in a sac behind
the snakes

An Australian lizard has this
around its neck*

A

mamoa.

wmi
H I M

irangs.
u.

6● C ● ● G 4 C

iVill.
A

m
M O

DH e A T

HERE ARE YOUR WORDS TO FIT IUo(D0N
HAKE UP YOUR CLUES)

Cobra,:'Ievrt,Turtles, Gecko, Boa, Goanna, Viper, Crocodile,
Python,Iguana,Adder,Alligatoro

'jlf''Lame one plant or tree that di
SEEDS by:
1licking them out of pods
3.sprinkling them ■
on water 5oOn wings,
^ ●)l- -K- ■)(■ '}(■ -K-

of these are Birds of Prey,
two wade and two swim

'■-hich are which?

1 m FORGET TO
:

i. ma
mm-

O

P

perses its

2 *parac}mtes
4.floating them away

A little while ago our grade
v/ent to a park on a nature walk.
We brought back some specimens.!
saw a spider on his house v/hich
v/as made of leaves stuck together.
It v/as very interesting,There v/ere '
beetles too,and I managed to catch
a shield bug in my bug catcher.

\

two climb.two run

wl/emu/o sp r ey/parro t/
flamingo/ostrich/penguin /woodpecker,

9999999999999999999999999

^rnise Brown Gr,4A Uunawading South P.S
Tnank you for telling '		

cormorant

T, ^ , - omething about your nature
walk Bernise. Perhaps others at your school might like
to write in about their observations, CEd.)

us s
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P A common plant in forest
areas is the ancient grass

tree,or,as it is better known,
black boy. Strangely it is

neither grass nor tree,but is
in fact a lily and a"Living
fossils” It was one of the

earliest plants to grow on our
earth,evolving long before the
eucalyptScThe gx^ass tree is a
slow growerolf you see a 10
foot specimen it may be over a
hundred years old. If possible,
stLidy the leaf bases and
collect a few dead ones. Heat

these and make some gum,The
resin of this strange plant
has been-used to makg a special

lacquercWe can also get sugar,a fuel and some chemical
from the pith. Collect some black boy seeds and try
to grow themcKeep records of what you did and when*

Have you ever wondered where
go in the winter? Host offlies

them die but the few that remaiii
hibernate in the v/axmiest

they can find,perhaps
bark of a tree or in the crack of

a fence post^ They
emerge to start oreeaing
And ho-.v thev breed! The fe::iale

or

under the

andTuq

1 spri
VA

ay lay up to 900 eggsHOUSE ■)

a ti.':e and the adu.lt
-U ...

O 0 'vli tr.150 at

.;ay be reached in less tha; a

ee’-: in our wa.rm climate.

"Uid you know that HOUSE FLIES have been known to
million bacteria oor fly? I.s it any v.’on.der

ria of these lethal pests?
es are spread by flies and what.

carry
hat we would'like to be

i?ind out which dise;

i...

■a cr
o

g about therm- an 13 ao

» One of man's basic needs is WATER.

Have you ever thought about other
sources of man's refreshment apart
from water? The northern bottle-

tree provides a surprising amount
of sweet refreshing juice from its
inner bark and stem*In America the

giant cactus can store up to a
ton of water for use in the dry

The other day I watched
fascinated as a mud-dauber wasp
co:apleted the building of its
nest. It flew baclc.vards and

forwards from a nearby source of
nu.d .skilfully plastering each ball
of mud into i}lace,tlien returning
for Kiore. No wonder she is called

the potter wasp .sometimes ^ season

Central and South Anerica has a

cov/” or ‘'milk”tree which gives
pleasant

milk-like juicedhen coconuts
and water melons have long been
used to quench man's thirst.

If

One remarkable thing
●:his wasp is that

about

she places
live caterpillars in the nest
for the larva to eat when they
'■'■atch. Can you suggest hov/ this

achieved?

4.

nourishing

V/HY HOT TRY A PROJECT AROUHP THIS THME?! S

HatLire Hotes May 1972 Page 7aTage b «



● Take a glass and fill it v/ith
v/ater- about 2/3 full^Place a
piece of absorbent paper on the
surface and quickly place tv/o sev/irig
■needles on ito After some time

paper should sinlc to the
vmat has happened to the

small
I-jny v;ate

place for
only have to look in po'nds or

but can find then

in old tinsyfire buckets
spouti'ng or even flov/er vases

IS ; eeaing
mosciuitoes c 7/e don ’ t

-MBt

the

bottom,but
needles?

da tanJcsoro

f

JJ
0

AMoPHCces.

ill a comb float? Place one

carefully on the surface of the
water and see if it will^

"I-

The female mosquito l3.ys her engs
■'loat as a raft on che v/ater
;n:.tch v/e call the lar\^a

●■:;-eathe air through a sm;
.:f their tailo

roups v.'hich
surfacef.’/hen the ec

in

o*,q

rrigglerscThese creatures
ill tube nlacsd near the end

®A much more difficult experiment is one using
Itensburgdie' s float c
This interestii'ig toy
depends upon the same

inciple of SURFACE
USiOlIc It consists

01 a cork into

several small pins
h-ave been placed^On
the other end is a

siuall loop of wire:do
vou see nov/ it is

shaped-in the diagram?
I woiider if you can make one of these and operate

it satisfactoril

M

.ff

I c n
After some time the

"uimbler" (pupa) wliich breathes t.
b~on the adult steps out

.'■ter ?vnd flies

ler ns into .9

ouqh it3”ears"o
on to the surface of the

ou

vay 0

^ ^ ^

THInGS FOR YOU TO 00

Tr

● 7/atch

:es it stand on its head or does it
a mosquito when it is trying to bite

it down to bite

d 0
youc

* ^* ^ ^ *9
^ o c o c c c o ●

● .hiother

siniple experiment
along the same lines
is illustrated

opposite* Place pins
the paper cup and

see how many it will
take to break the

tension. Try other
liquids too. (nd, )

Page 9^

# The anopheles mosquito is the carrier of the
hmeadful disease called rnalariacPerhaps you can find
'j.t something about it.Look up information about Sir
'.'●■aid Ross. ■Col-Kso

1
v->
1 i.

StioU
Pi^e ap
Ffot-

Plaihcy

CZ!)
● You may wonder wliy the raft floats on the water,

/n the next page you will find some i'nteresting
c-xperinients for you to

: age 8

>
'^ry.

I.Iay 1972.
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MATTER?
Have you ever v/ondered about the many-different

ways our animals move? While searcjiing through some
bach copies of Hature Hotes I found these three
examples,which have been reproduced for your enjoymento hoes it REALLY matter if all the kangaroos are

hilled and none are left for people to see and enjoy?
Is the ?Lyrebird or the helmeted honey-eater really
iiTOortant? V/hat is more valuable: a few hundred acres

of natural bushland left untouched o'r the same land

cleared to make v;ay for houseSj shops or farms?
Y ou 0 an’t stop

Sor.-!e people i;hink
' * 0 0 p- 3 e 'r? V a t i on I'

Soi.ie don^t

c are

Yhat do YOU think?

I think it does
matter.Uere are

s 0 e G aa o n s ^

GAI'T YOU THINK OF SOME OTHERS?

If you can,please write in and tell us about them.Make
your own rough drawings to describe the movement and
our artists will do the rest, (Editor) SoTfie people

II

Ti
orom-’es'in.

Six small feet up front and two
grippers” at the back enable the
Looper” caterpillar to move

n

It

along. Hel;:).e ted

Hourev-eater.

,"1

oriservation

;:;eons the wise use

of na.tural resources,
dotlce the word

V./

On a ramp, the
Mud-Skipper
s!Iows~lIowlIe can

Sometimes
”v/ise”clt is the

important word in
the sentencel V/>i.at

has happened since
European man has
brought"progress"to
Australia? '^Some of
this progress is
good,some of it is
not so good.Let us
exaiiiine the no t

goodi

move,

they use their
tails to make

yard-long jumps.

☆ ☆ ☆
30

A moving Clam extends its

foot into' th"e sand, the tip
of the foot swells and acts

as an anchor, and, the
muscles of the foot contract,
drawing the body of the clam
forward.

How does a SNAIL

move?

V/atch a SAUI^DERS

CASE-MOTH.climb up
a PAl'IE OF GLASS-

How does it do it?

7/liat do you know of tlie
danger to the Great Barrier
Reef? Bo you know that the
Crown of Thorns Starfish,a

Pa,ge 10
Page 11 ,



poisonous,spiny,starfish is
eating the®limestone of the
coral of many reefs that
stretch along Queensland’s
coast,and hilling them?

VT7i

\an SgCTMa

What a strange world it would he withou
of hearingl During the next few issues of Nature Notes
we v/ill have a look at Man and ho'w sound,listening and
hearing affect himo

0 our sense
I

Do you know that the
Kangaroo Island and King
island variety of emu has
become- extinct? That eleven
species of marsupial have
become extinct in Eastern

Australia?Ihe beautiful Night
Darrot hasn’t been seen for
years? On Cat Island in Bass

Strait there were 2,500 pairs
of breeding gannets^ Today
there are only 12 pairs.

SCIDIDS AROUND US. We are exposed to a variety of
pleasant and unpleasant sounds every day:

Mosquitoes

Motor-rnowers Bacon Sizzling

Alarm Clocks Kookaburras

laughing

Crown or Thorns Starfish Music Dogs barkingMany of the creature
vyhich were once numerous
be seen. Is this

conservation?

in Victoria are no longer
right? yVhat can we do

to

v/isely for Baby crying

V/hich sounds do you and your friends like to hear?
Perhaps you could classify or group your likes and ^

dislikes.

●Jets overhead

We are still destroying the
natural life of Australia by bush-
fires~by pesticides-by hunting for
sport and commercial use-and by
clearing forest land and swamp

We cahM; stop progres
can progress wisely and have
large national parks all over
Australia so that our native fauna
and flora can survive.

You can be careful not to destroy things
when you go into the bush,to the beach,to
lakes or rivers. Once anything becomes extinct
we never see it again alive in its natural
state. Wise consemration should be the ideal
of every person and every government.

C!
o C

SOUI'TD CATCHERS, Our ears are designed to
catch sound. You have all seen the ripples
caused by dropping a stone into a pond.
Objects send out similar sound waves when
they are struck.

but weo

\

If you strike a tuning fork and dip it into a dish
of v/ater you will get a better idea of sound waves.

Page 13 *Page 12



YOUR SCHOOL.

cl AIDS TO BETTER HSARTUfi!

^Man is always'trying to
improve his hearingo

Name the instruments used ~
(a) when there is a large
assembly indoors or outdoorso

(b) v/hen you v/ish to talk to
someone a long v/ay ofi,

(c) by a doctor who wishes to
hear your heart-beat*

|<5>

Is there any sound proofing in your school

Have you any suggestions for cutting down
any i^ecessary noise at school? If you have, I am
sure your Principal would like to hear them.

buiIding?

**********************	

We will continue Mr.Iyrrell*s interesting article
next month.I am sure you v/ill all be looking forward
to learning more about ” sound (Ed.)

—*********************__Watch for Sound Waves.
MAKE A ^vWOOZLE O

BIBDO
Two ice-

☆ ☆☆^●^crr^ Fjo n
tvW', ,

tVX/t/'

Have you been to the Myer Music^owl? It is r

shapbf^ s^ape isn*t it? VvTiat is the purpose of the ●

This funny
puppet will
really' walk,
wagging its
head as it

goesj

cream sticks.

S'

-Tail may be
made

of paper or
a feather.

Match box

head.g.E^Hg CM BE mmEASMT. People who live in cities
Pollution. Experimen-

tk^rind^otofcirl^""
Sound-proofing or insulation

is most important today. Perhaps
you could talk to an architect or
a factory owner to see what can be
done to limit the volume of noise.

A
Cigarette packet
body.

ROOT CONSTRUCTION

<lCKi T/C/^/

-TICK!
!r^, TICK!

EXPEBIMM. Obtain a noisy clock and see if you can
deaden the somid. Experiment with different materials '
to find the.simplest method. Remember to try a varietv

®HE OIOCK SHOUID STIli BE IE
//ORKIEG ORDER AT THE FINISH!

Of
I hL

f" ribbon

Bound

with

sticky
tape.

Silver paper
holds all the

Page 15 0

A Ribbon B

...—Split paper
V fastener

*^Two 2 c. ^
Q coins
Silver pwer

May U 972
pieces intact

Nature Notes
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PUTT WITH PEAHUTS

Make Peanut Animals.

You will need unshelled

peanuts, material scraps,
pipe cleaners, cotton
reels or styrofoan for
bases, small dry branches,
nail polish (for face
features).

Let peanut shapes
suggest animal forms -
tails, ears, legs are
pushed into tiny holes
pierced in peanut shells
with pin or needle.
Perhaps a drop of glue
will make them firm.

Glue "animals" to twigs
and the base.

How many animals can
you make? Did you guess the name

of last month’s "Mystery

It wasCreature

a Cup Moth larva

9

★ ★★
9 ● « 6 a ●
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