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Dear Girls ar&< Boys, W
 § In the pasjgglhe

end of the year has always come as
a gurprise to me and it is no less
a surprise as I write this editor-
ial to round off volume 9. What an
interesting year it has been for
me as editor of Nature Notes and

what a lot I have learned during

‘| the production of these past ten

issues.
To those of you who have writ-
ten to me on many subjects, thank

you very much for your most enjoyab-

le letters. Unfortunately it just
isn't possible for me to reply
personally to them all - much as I
would like to - so please accept
this message as a personal thanks
to YOU if you have written me g
letter this year. °

As space in this magazine is
limited I have not included a best
letter - perhaps next year there
will be room for two in the first
igsue,

Best wishes for a happy and
safe holiday.

Yours sincerely,

U LER B L

Down

> 4 Water Cn

.Glide as a stream. 3.

¢.Vapour turned to liquid.

eddwond

2.

3.Unfreeze.

4.Tube used for carrying
water.

8.Curved surface of a2

5.

i o 1 i (Y
10.Huge span of salt water.
11,Pure water is .

14 Inland body of water. [7-

17.Water creature.

o

18.What the sailor went to

Sec. 1B

19.0n Guard! (agzinst poll

~ution) = initisls.
20.Depends on water for
survivals
22.Steam Ship.(abbrev.)

Across

4.,Element in water.
5.Clean with water
6.0ther element in water.

23.

7.Farm water supply.
9.Water to wvapour.

12.Without water.

13.Water will

15.Rainwater supply in the
country.

16.5upported by water.

18.Sound made by water in
a bucket.

21.5till water can look like

255 5Small. Piver.

24 .,Vessel for travelling on

water,
25.Changing with the +ide.

Nature Notes Dee, 172,
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. Solution on back page,
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NATURE'S ENGINEERS

YES ! MAN HAS COPIED FROM NATURE

In these pages we show you some of the 7
many inventions man has copied from nature. .
These similarities between nature's Cutﬁleflsh squirts
creatures and the works of man are amazing. ' an 1nky liquid to
Car you think of some more? All of these hide itself -
were practised in nature long before man smoke screen
learned to use themn.

WARFARL

Rhinoceros Beetle -

armour

Bombardier Beetle
shoots a puff of white
smoke to frighte:
eremies - poison gas

AIR PRESSURE KEEPS WATER QU A BIRD LANDS SAFELY

The amazing WATER SPIDER
of Britaln stores air in a

bell-shaped net so it can For hundreds of years man

The larva 5f:

o P pele R DRONE FLY has a watched birds and even copied
telesecopic them in an effort to fly. By
breathing tube, close study of their fl}ght man

Freathing tube the end of which has learnt to put 'heavier-than-
Tor o diver must remain on the air! machines into the sky.
surface of the
water. '
Nature Notes Dec. '72. Page %
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: : Dangerous port.
the sting of the innocent looking

vThis month This 'n That feels

cone-shell. The poison is injected

1t wise to issue some warnings on
by a long pink tongue through the

some dangers you may meet while — e N
narrow end of the shell. M Cone shell with live animal.

7 ¥ K K K KX

v Watch out for scorpions too.

on holidays. There are some oz -
£

unpleasaﬁt traps waiting for the unwéfy.
KRR KRR R R

vlNot usually dangerous but

. They have a dangerous sting in their

tzil. Be careful when lifting stones
: or pieces of wood.

thoroughly unpleasant are insect i ‘ % ® % % ¥

Wi L e e vIt is well to remember that

idea to have a blue bag handy. If i) sometimes it can be dangerous to

you are in bracken fern country, drink from a tap. An unpleasant

/,myt//ﬂyt/ animal or insect might be lurking
' Vet

crush a piece of young bracken and rub it on the wound.

XK KX K X KR KX

v Most of us are aware of the

R Es
j&ﬂﬁg up in the tap, so take care won't you.
,/\-

k %k %k sk ok ok ok ok ok

vI have only mentioned a few

danger of handling the blue-ringed

] rers. B sivig all of your six
octopus. Just as deadly is the stone- danger By using

i senses he fullest (especially
fish, Take care in northeren waters, enses to the

ne si - common sense -) these
because camouflage makes it extremely the sixth

L o : and other dangers may be avoided.
hard to see, If in its area, wear protective footwear g

This 'n That wishes you all A HAPPY AND SAFE
HOLIDAY!
7 Nature Notes Deg. 'f2. Page 7

while paddling.




S ~
«  Things to Look for + wechends ~

xS *Kangaroo grass was once *Some of us will have the
very common over much of opportunity of visiting the sea

White fronted

Australia but it has disappear- or salt lakes. We usually Tern
ed with the introduction of recognise the Silver Gull i
farms by white people. It and some of the others,

received its name from the The white fronted tern Seapwallew
, large mobs of kangaroos or as it is sometimes :
’ which were usually found called ''Sea Swallow' is a i
/ feeding on it. dainty bird, looking 3
Plants are about two feet immaculate in its plumage.
high, ' Look for it - perhaps you 5
Can you recognise this will be lucky enough to be able
plant? _ to sit and watch and keep a record of
Themeda sistraiis the birds you see. Find out a little
Kangaroo Grass more about them.

*Large Quaking Grass, or as it was once \\\{\{W&} i Z TCHETS ELRE JURIY CeE
XL

called "Shell Grass'" is an introduced grass lasti{ggz tof be foul;(.j't thAre -
that is wide spread. It crowds out the native the kund of naturaList ey enjors
grasses and plants and can become a nuisance,

""Lesser Quaking Grass'' is much
smaller in appearance and it too is

the plants you see so much that you
I_C? leave them for others to discover and
widespread,
Perennial Rye Grass should be

= enjoy? I hope so.
easily found. \

Everlasting 0 O

Loliumperenne Have you found any of the

Briza maxima Perennial "empty shells' of the cicada?
Large Quaking Rye Grass They are really the larval
Grass case from which the adult

Briza minor ps emerpad.

P e = 4]

Shivery Grass i
Bage 8 hid Larval case of cicada

Nature Notes Page S.
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£BOOKS FOR CHRISTI\/IAS %

illus

s

COLLINS

GROWING
AUSTRAL

AN

NATIVE PLANTS

This is a beautifully
book written in
makes the

a way that

keen to try his
growing

Mum o Dad. .

trated

hand

natives.

reader

at

An excellent book for

or fo
“Price $2

r YO

f,L_.‘

NELSON

This book will give
pupils and teachers
an easy reference
with beautiful
illustrations and
clear text on the
Vietorian Species
of Wattles. 1
fills a2 long-stand-
ing need for an aid
to identification
of this very large
family of trees and
shrubs.

Available at all
leading booksellers.
$1.75.

¥ e K b gk R

Laﬂdsdowne Press have started a new series:
The first four titles are illustrated
particularly suited for school
libraries and interested young readers. Not only are th.y

JATURE LIBRARY.
below. Each book is

YOUNG

informative:

o 77/ g

Bruce Edwards

they are visually very pleasing indeed.

A= S

Kangoareos nlnd wc\lln&n ’

ﬂu“ﬂbakﬁm

lce Edwawﬁ'

= e

® This fascinating book
deals not .nly with Austral-
ia's two kookaburras, but
with other members oif the
Kingfisher family. Details,
markings, feeding and nest-
ing habits of Australian
Kingfishers are discussed.

® The kangaroo family
is unique among the world'-
s animals. In this book
the story of how and where
the kangaroos and wallabi-
es live is told. A most

er.joyable book. *

Yourg WNalkues borarg

The Pla \-3 pus

- R i e e
2.Edwards and B Burton.

‘h-.-, Belasre bibran.

e -—.-.-nm““ww T "—2 ———
F%355Lwnst {7
('DIO
’& &
. )

Bruce Edwards

® Probably no Australian
animal has aroused as much
curiosity as the platypus.
Here hig gtrange bioclogical
make-up, life, activities
and habitat are revealed ir
an absorbing book.

PRICES: $1-95 each title

Nature Notes Dec. '7T2.

® What interesting
marsupials these fellows
are. Possums of many kinds
are discussed in this book
which tells the reader a
great deal about where
various species live, their
lifferences and life cyvele.

Page 11
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ANIMALS

e Sence of Touck

® Have you a cat ? If so, have a look
at its whiskers. How are they arranged ?

They're very important to a cat. Can you

say why?.
® lionkeys rely on their feet and

tails to perform many of thelir
trilcks don't- they 7
Being able to cling in many places

iz important to other animals too.

®@Lizards not only use their
forked tongues for smelling dut

also for touching

® Have yodxéver thought
gbout flies walking on the

— ceiling upside down ?
Make a2 list of all the remarkable things you can

use their sense of

T M

think of concerning the way animals

touch. You will be surpriseéd at how long 1%t will grow.

e Sense of “Jouck :%X

® Have you thceuight ubcut those flies 2

Inszects use their

a way thzat zives thenm great

steadiness. ihey g
stand or one s3et o
while uoving the o
another position,.

sometines 4 gticky

s5ix legs ir

enerally

I these legs

ther three to 3 Crane
Surnidiig =

Each leg has a palr of claws and

pad a2z well,

® Birds toec have sucn & strong
seuse of touch that they can find

worns below the surlace of the

(

ct
3

rround with the tins of their

teaks,

® Look up the section on

01 t

- We:  Incina g1 - 1 :
hool's bird books. What is

r birds in one of the

f'ood some of these birds
“fter ? How does the sense

cuch help thelIN®




ACROSS AUSTRALIA

Dear Girls and Boys,

To describe our
journey from Wave Rock to Carnavon

(see map) would take much more space
than is available so I have chosen

'C#RWUHN@M/JuSt some aspects of the trip: wild-

of 7epical fruifs flowers, rock formations reptiles
NA.S A 'Space {
ﬁhaﬁq,:ﬁdhm}‘ and N.A.S.A,

e [ 7he entire
Secrubland area shown

Wit mesas
and buttes (3 _;"'6/"2- o
Toactal _— Co/lors (o]
L rryar =
gorges ) == wmidflowers ]

T

KALGOORLIE

Page 14

Wildflowers.,
W.A, is noted for its
wildflowers in spring. The

country-side is ablaze with
a rainbow of eolors. I hawve
illustrated one of the best
known varieties - the Kanga-
roo Paw,
Rock Formations.

Wave rock is a formatio-

n of solid granite weathered
for centuries to its present
unique form. Along the ridge
at the top a concrete and

a catchment dam - an excellent
example of man using the work

of nature Gor hilSweWrl Sadneld e ays = ;
. __-______-—-—-—-.._-'—-ﬂ-—-

Mesas and Buttes.
Between Geraldton and

WwWave rock

Carnavon are many good examples,
Mesas and buttes result from ——
wind erosion over a great space

of time.

Reptiles

TS

Commonly seen near and on Matas i faangs

the roads to the north west are é:;:;§ e
bobtail lizards (Skinks) and . 2 SO

= o TR = ——

Nature Notes Dec. '7T2. Page 15




various types of dragon species.
The bobtails are slow moving
but the dragons have a swmart
turn of speed and very long
tails. Some dragons have fri-
1lled necks which they flare

out when challenged. The colour
of these lizards depends on the

colour of their surroundings Bobtal o shmquequ\—
and they are usually very well Lizord. (Stumpy tail Vic)
canouflaged. s
7 N.A.S.,A, (What does that stand
T Tor?
-~ / - ; N ,
e : At Carnavon is the N.A.S.A
= Jpage, tracking stations: It.is
7 2 joint Australian and American
installation. Many huge and
U remarkable instruments record
oo =I=1=" details such as the heartb
NASA. of the fYva”+1,gqockwave‘ or:

Spoce trocking STAFON . 114 11001 and the precise dista-

—:ce of a sattelite from Earth.
Now off to your libraries to find out more about
these features,- dnd a wery happy Chrigtumas to you all.
G.l.Nielsen.

CROSSWORD SOLUTION.

DOW" 1. flow 2. condensaticn 3.thaw.4. ].QSE‘

8. meniscus 10. occear 11. tasteless 14, lake
‘Iﬁ.. j"‘i\;i. 1<h¢ S3ed } ,!n ‘.\- ; '-;1-. :”\’-l,"-3f.4 ‘:_l- ::OSU

Aerogs 4. hydrogen 5, wash L. oxygern 7. danm
g, "€viporate 12. arid 1% boil 15. tark
]

Gy dlfe 18 slopu2l. glass 23. stream 24,
ship 25.tidal

* BLACKBURN LAKE PRIMARY SCHOOL
PRODUCTION CENTRE:- Florence Street: NUNAWADING.

Telephone : 878 1403




el

W-ANTED PO 909090398 99099 00CO0HISIONOSPTOSS SISO CMLDRM

T0 HELP SAVE LAKE PEDDER

Beautiful Lake Pedder in Tasmania is slowly
being drowned by a giant new hydro-electricity scheme,
which many important people say could be completed
without interfering with Lake Pedder. This lake and its
surroundings contain many unique plants and animals
which will become extinct when the flood waters cover
the whole area.

A brave university student, Chris Tebbut has kept
a vigil on the lake shore throughout the long, cold
winter months. Several lost hikers have been saved by
his efforts. At the same time many insults have been
hurled at him by workers on the scheme. .

After eight lonely months camped in his tent on
the shore, he would welcome lettérs from girls and boys
and Mums and Daésltoo. Find out more about Lake Pedder
and write to Chris and tell him how much you apprsciate
his efforts to save part of Australials heritage.

Address your letters to
Chris Tebbut,

"Keeper of the Vigil"
LAKE PEDDER,
Tasmania.

December *72.



