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SOLUTION TO
CROSSWORD PAGE 14
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By the time you read this
letter,
session almost a full month and

school will have been in

most readers will be back at work
in earnest. To o0ld and new readers
alike, "Nature Notes" wishes you
well for 1974. We hope that it will
be an exciting and interesting
year for everyone.

Perhaps you will join all the
others who write contributions to
"Nature Notes". If so, your letters
poems, puzzles and articles will be
gratefully received: if possible
they will be printed. Don't forget,
a Periwinkle book prize is offered

5]  for the best letter to the editor
and for 'On The Spot' contributions

: that are printed. Interested ? Then

%H g0 to it ! We are looking forward

s :K to hearing from you.

S H.Jd.Lawr
(Editor

Registered in Australia for transmission through the post as a periodical — Category B
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Two years ago, a daily
newspaper estimated that

more than six million Kangaroos
had been slaughtered and sent

to foreign meat markets since
1958. At that time, at least a

million skins were exported
annually, but fortunately the
government stepped in and less-
It is
disturbing to read that some

ened this slaughter.

states are now contemplating
lifting the existing bans. If

this happens,will we have kangaﬁ

roos about much longer ? Many of
our other unique fauna have

been brought to the point of
extinction - let's look at
some of them.
Numbat - we'll be lucky if
this fellow is seen in his wild

Bush-fires and foxes have seen

gtate in south-eastern Australia,

Nature Notes
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to that. One species of numbat may still be seen
in the south-west of Australia.

The Toolache Wallaby has
been described as the most
beautiful of all the kangaroo
family, but unfortunately we
will never see one for they
became extinct over 40 years
ago. At the present rate of
destruction and sluggish
action by governments , the

members of the kangaroo family

- and for what ? pets, toys

‘Numbat

and fur coats, What a price

You may not have to m“

travel far to find the ‘U7 _
exelusive habitat of one

Victorian bird, but you may

have to search hard to find e A - :
him, for his numbers until .
recently were dwindling | ' \

alarmingly. The Helmeted
Honeyeater is found at
Yellingbo, Jjust off the road to Warburton on the Woori

to pay !

Tcglache Walla¥Wy

Yallock Creek, See if you can find the place on a road
map. Thanks to man this bird's future was made very

Page 4

same fate will be met by other

Blackburn Lake Primary School

doubtful, as his habitat is
restricted to dense shrubbery
along the margins of streams.
Only a concerted effort by a
group of dedicated enthusiasts
has saved this Australian

from extinction. .

Remember it's up to everyone to preserve our
unique birds and animals for future generations
of Australians. Play your part well, won't you.

Letters =

This interesting letter is from Sarah Murphy of

v While we were on our
L holidays at Cowes last December
my sisters and I spent a lot of
time looking in the rock pools.
We found many different sea-
creatures, from bright red star-
fish to eels, when in one rock
pool my sister called out to mum
to come and help her catch an
octopus. They were trying to
catch it,when they saw it had
blue rings. From then on, mum
wouldn't let anyone touch it.
She managed to put it in a jar
and later found out that it was
the fatal blue-ringed octopus.
This octopus was three to four

//'rﬁw\“{; 3 inches long and he swam backwards
with his tenticles behind him.
Nature Notes March '74 Page 5,




CONSERVATION

In previous articles "Nature Notes" has talked
about the need to look after our native plants, the
need to protect our native animals, making the best
use of ourésoil and water and so nn,

Hawve you ever asked yourself &
why we should be concerned
with these things ? Is it
perhaps, to make the world a
bett?r place to live in ? ! QNS @\ Wl
If welre really interest-

ed in making this a
better world in which to
live, doesn't it seem
odd that so far we have
been able tc make our
world extremely untidy?

® We have filled the air with smoke from factories.
® Fish and birds have been killed by waste in our

rivers, ‘
® We even leave our rubbish behind after picnics,

You might think sinee you
didn't make this mess that it's
not your place to clean it up,
However you can teach the
: = "oldies" a little about being
g — 4 tidy.

YOU CAN BECOME A CONSERVATIONIST ! !

ot Comerors - sonse Loving ....

You can set an example and show others that
we can make this world a better nlace in which all
can live,

Let us start at school.

Here are some questions for you
to answer,

T. Is the playground kept tidy?

2. Do you always place waste
papers in the bin ?

3. Do you always report damaged
equlpment or trees ?

4. Do you often tidy up your
room without being asked ?

5. If someone's coat is lying
on the floor, would you
Pick it up and place it on a peg

DON'T FORGET THAT AN ANSWER BY DEED IS STRONGER
THAN AN ANSWER BY WORD,

Your school is
part of your
world. Help

make it a better
place in which
you and your
friends can
work,

In the space above, illustrate
athher way you could practise
being a conservationist,

March 1974 Page 7.
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Things to look forin  #asct eess

(:)Have you been seeing
wattle in blossom ? On

in your schoolground ? How many of them
each side of this paragraph are there. The trees pictured below were

are drawings of two you may often planted in school grounds., Perhaps

have seen during last month some are in yours. Can you find out some-

hcacia elata = till now., What is the last : Acacia retinodes - thing about the oldest tree in
hedar Wattle day for finding wattle on them? Wirilda. grounds ? Who planted it and
(:)Can you make a count of the ‘ _ when ?

wattle, trees you see in blossom 15

in a week ? You may like to use

a graph like this to record your

results. ’ *

'.'-“f ‘f o il iy A 8. <.
ih% W = e w/atkrles,

Aﬁaoia baileyana - Cootamundra Wattle

(O Wnich of wattles(d)and(B)will
soon have blossom on it? Perhaps you

Acacia podalyoraefolia Qld. Silver Wattle

could write and tell us the date you first find blossom on these plants.

(:)What kind of tree is the most common '

Page 8, Nature Notes
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Since time began, Man has looked ..

at the birds with envious eyes A
wondering if he too, would be able " s W
to fly one day. .

As you know, success did not
come quickly as it is just under
three hundred years ago that
Leonardo @&a Vinci was able to design
a flying machine using bird wings
for models. He was the first person  geakadl
to study birds! flight scientifically , S

Here are a few observations
you can make about our feathered
friends,

Which birds belong to these groups ?

(a) Those that hover and land gently
as if parachuting,

(b) Those that dart here and there
and manoeuvre quickly.

(c) Those that glide with long
narrow wings,

(d) Those that fly short distances
only.

(e) Those that fly in formation.

(f) Those that have short, broad
wings for quick take-offs,

\,__———s v "/

Can you find out the names of any aeroplanes that
What is the likeness ?
Select one’ and make a sketch g
If you can, watch a duck or swan landing on watér.
Try to draw the action.

have been named.after a bird ?
of the bird and the plane. ’Jg::-
Page 10

HOW DO BIRDS FLY ? Here are some experiments which
might help you find the answer,

1. Obtain a glass of water
and a piece of card. Make ‘
i A

sure the glass is filled
right up to the rim,

Place the card over the
rim and carefully turn the
glass upside down. Try some
other positions. Talk about what happens.
0

7SR
A

2. For this one you need a

strip of cartridge paper and

a pencil. Arrange them as

shown opposite then take a

deep breath and blow over

the top of the paper. What
happens ?

Talk about the reasons for this?

N )

After performing these experiments and talking

about them in class, you willvbe well on the way to
explaining how birds and aeroplines fly.

Nature Notes March '74




MY FRIEND:

made FT‘IEh ds withone/

You have
probably
sSpecimens of

Shown above.
Perhgps you

have even

seen

Hhe case-mdhs

Last December | shruck
up a friendship wWiH~ a
lictor case rmobh.
The lictor is gwen its
name because Hne
case reSembles the
bundle "F rods carred

b‘d Hhe lickors

the

<EEEE e,

The caterpillar which
occupies the case looks
sometbthing like this. Note
Four FQJ

dor't usually see.

irs of legs you |

ancientk Rome.

The C:::\l-erpllb:s
moverment IS

aided by Fhe
SilKen ladders 1

Spine as ikmoves,
! Leach Auvstrabian Shudsy

Reo.d abou}-
ancient Rome and
try to find our who
Hhe liclors were .
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Ma'le Female

After pupahion khe
adull moth emerges .
As you can sSee | Hhe
Fermale 1s wlnglesg:
She 15 also legless,

cuelese and almost
- \ l
m outkhn \ess /

AFfler .‘Ferhhschon,

Hhe Female lays her €99s 1n
e case. When halched,
Hhe youn calerpillars
lower Hhemselves Yo tHhe

gr"our\d bt:; eans cF

The mMmale moth

emerges from Fhe
bottom of his case
and fhes QFF \OOklnﬂ
r a mate . The
female , however,
does rnot \eave Hhe

H
cCase, even as an i
adul .

Kj;,/:

=
v
LY, =

si1lken Hhrecads. Th‘f.'l

thern bwnld Hﬂtj
cases Which are
extended as they

grow older. WATCH FoR
THESE NOw (Mid- Mand)

Nature Notes March '74
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' Crossword
IRy i

4. You might s5.-a 'dog.

5. Germ of life,
7. Ugly old wittch,

9, Name of a casemoth,.

10.,Birds do this.

14,Female casemoths are
wingless, legless and ...

3

Page 14,

19.

up of them.

W

ACROSS

2.Sounds made by
birds,

b« 22 Wards = 14
8.Serpents.,
9,Found on most
plants.

11: Fras

12.Mid.
1%.Back-bone.
16.,Moths in cases
20.,Precious stone
21 .Brand-name for
peanut paste.

&3 bo]lour,

24 ,Garlands of
flowers,

25.A spider does
this.,.

27« Type of boat,
28.,3uilds on.
30.Fibre made by
caterpillars.
%1.50me casemoths
may be this,

Form of lightning.
Commanding Officer(init.)
Sucking pest(gardens)
Another name for a
casemoth,

Some casemoths cover
their cases with these.

22, Remains of a fire,

24, Tree foliage is made

L REEEE] x x X
B E
S| Bl T 9 1% |9
A GER DR ||
2PLLUINE N
7 e I
b |2 14 |- M OT=I4
Biv Do J Ot
A\ el
2% NS e [T e N
IO IS
- = 3
it KIS
S =
DOWN,
T.To put waste in. 15.
2.Containers. 16,
3.Bone to which legs |=74m
are attached. 18,

26, Tree found in hot places.
29, Snowy mountain chain,

SEE SOLUTION ON PAGE 2 Agﬁ

MAKE A WOOZLE BIRD

W R W

This funny
puppet will
really walk,
wagging its
head as it
goes!

co

N

D+ Iwo idece=

head.

Cigarette packet

body.

FOOT CONSTRUCTION

Nature Notes.

A k/,Ribbon
L Split paper
= fastener
Two 2 C.
coins

ilver paper

Match box

\\\\ifeam sticks.

Tall may be
made

of paper or
a feather,

IR

March '74

tape.
Silver paper
holds all the
Pieces intact,
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UNIQUE ANIMALS AND BIRDS
OF AUSTRALIA, by Michael
Morcombe (Lansdowne; $5.50)

andsdowne Press have produced
some excellent books on nature in the
past, but Michael Morcombe's Unique
Animals and Birds of Australia must

surely rank among the best, The above
study is but one of Mr.Morcombe's
dozens of remarkable phctographs,which
are set in equally absorbing text,

This book ilg a '"must! for allslibrarie:




