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Scorpions have pincers to
to catch prey (insects and
spiders) and poison from a
gland at the tip of the
tail to immobilize it.
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The centipede .which is so coram.on in our gardens,
(and so helpful too) has a poison gland in th^ tail
Vi^ith which it can inflict a painful but not fatal
sting.

Wildlife

Sanctuaries,
Tom 0x1ee The crab uses powerful pincers

to crush and grind its prey. What
other crustacean also does this ?

12o 9 « e

Letters o14
Birds of prey seize their

victims with long sharp talons
grooved just like claws. What

prevents the clav^rs from fastening
too deeply on the perch ? Bind the
names of some birds of prey. Wliat
do the words NOCTURNAL and DIIJRN''il.
mean

%
And Up Hops A Rare
Wallaby,
Courtesy The Sun, . ^
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Spiders secrete various

poisons. In Australia, bites from
the Sydney Punnel Web and the
Jockey Spider (Red Back) can prove
fatal to humans if left unattended.

The Praying-Mantis, seizes its

victims in its long arms which have
pincers lined with rows of points.
After marriage, the female eats
her husband.

Can you name other
’\ethods used by various
embers of the animal and

insect world to protect
themselves ?

There are many more I

J

\
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Perhaps our "best-known possum
is the Eastern or Common Ring-

^ tailo
down the east side of Australia

^ from Queensland to South Aust-
— ralia.

and woodland; is at home in a

park (if there is food), or
even around a su'bur'ban home if

there is food here too.

The pouched manunals or
marsupials in Australia are
divided into five families.

These are the kangaroo,
possums, womloats, "bandicoots
and the carnivorous marsupials
called dasyurids.

This possum is found

It lives in forest0

Wom"bat Eastern

or

Common Ringtail,

It is up to two and a half

feet long ("body and tail)
while the fur may "be a light-
grey to chestnut, and is
usually white underneath.
The tip of the tail is naked
of fur on the under side too.

Sugar
Glider

Pasyuridt^ac.

Possums are tree dwellers

and all are harmless,

size ranges from mouse-like
insect and nectar eaters to

the large gliders which are

part of the posSum family.

The first toe of the

hind-foot is like a thum"b

and this ena"bles the branch

es to "be gripped securely.

Bandicoot

Their

One of our interest

ing possums is Lead-
"beater's possum,
possum had not "been

seen for over 50 years
when it was rediscov

ered in the "bush near

Marysville,

The nest of a ring-tail
possum is made of twigs, leaves
"bark of trees and sometimes

ferns while grass also may "be
used,

carried aloft, to a suita"ble
fork, in a twist of the tail.

Usually there are two
"ba"bies which spend some time
in the mother's pouch,
they leave the pouch they are
carried a"bout on the mother's

back while they cling with
claws and teeth to her fur.

This

The material is

When
r<»-

‘t;

Many possums have a pre
hensile tail one that can

be wrapped around for added
security,

swing by their tail until a
branch can be caught with
their fore paws, or they are
able to climb up their oWn
tail if they are unfortunate
enough to slip off a bough.

Often they may

The ring-tail possum feeds
upon various eucalypts, leaves
and bush fruits, which
includes the mistletoe.

Leadbeater's

Possum

Bage 4o
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ims LS not a happy game to play.
Mere are two sets of spaces; some have illustrations,

task is to fill the spaces with appropriate drawings.

Your

OUR WORLD AFTER 20aD ADDUR WORLD TODAY
If we do not look after our World, it will look like this.
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e What is the work of a

® Examine the trees near
leaf on a plant? See if you

can find out, then write

in to Nature Notes with

your findings.. You might

win a hook prize I

school or home and see

find out whether

your

if you can

they are evergreen or
.W

deciduous

● Evergreen trees

only a fev/ oflose

their leaves throughout

y

Their leavesthe yearo

are tough, shiny and

Why?thick-skinned o o o o

● Pull a few weeds outDeciduous trees shed

● leaves in winter and of a garden bed and examine

the roots.Here are a few
h

yoLi might find: .f, n (/)

ANDthe

become dormant.(You might
● Separate these

trees into deciduous

and evergreen. Write

"D" or "E" in the space.

Poplar

wattle

Maple

Bottlebrush

like to look up that

interesting word in your

dictionary) Adventitious.\

Pine

Gum

Apricot

Banksia

a o o o 0 9 0 0

● ● o ● e o o o o

Tap. Fibrous„

● While we are think

ing about leaves: did

you know the leaves of

the cacti heive become

spikesjand the green

fleshy stems have learnt

to do the work of the

leaves?

o o
o ● o «

o o
o o

What is their .purpose?

Can you discover any others?

Fnile you are probing about,

keep an eye open for other

interesting things won*t

you *

●These leaves grow

like this to allow snow

to slide easily through

mich tree do they

to?

them.

:';olong
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The establishment of the sanctuaries has been

encouraged by the Native Plants Preservation Society who

have naturally selected areas with a large variety of
Of course these plants won’t be growing inwildflowers,

rows like a garden bed, but they will be there just the
same . Some flowering now, some later in the year. Some

are quite noticeable, whilst others will be hiding away

under dense growth or subtly blending into the background.

Quite often I have been asked, "Why do we want to
save this bit of bush, and what good does it do?" Here
are some very good reasons for preserving our bushland:-

(1 ) Over three quarters of our plants are found only in
Australia and nowhere else in the world. Therefore they
are of special interest and value to us and if not
protected now they will be lost for good.

(2) Just as we keep a small historic cottage to remind r

of our pioneering days, so we should keep a small piece oi

bush to remind us of the beautiful plants which our fore
fathers were so fortunate to live amongst.

(3) The native sanctuaries attract native birds.

(4) Tourists are attracted to this country to view our

unusual flora and fauna. But of course there won't be any
fauna for them to see if we don’t look after the flora.

Do you know why?

Whilst driving in the country, have you ever noticed
a little enclosure displaying a sign "Wildflower Sanctuary"?
Perhaps you miay have even inspected one and have been
surprised to find very little difference between what was
in the sanctuary and the surrounding bush. Or maybe_you
are fortunate enough to have a Wildflower Sanctuary in
your schoolground.

I once spoke to a group of children about
school !^anctuary. One little girl commented,
alright I suppose, but you can't see many of the flowers
because it is all overgrown with bush". How right she

But then that is just how it is supposed to look.

t he i r

It' s

was'.

For you see, each little sanctuary is actually a small
That is, it is a piece of natural bushland

fenced off and protected, so that when the surrounding
area has been cleared to make way for suburbs or farmland

shall still have something left to remind us of the
beautiful bushland which once flourished here.

museum.

we

C ORREA

PINCUSHION NODDING GREENHOOD’Running
Postmian'
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On Tuesday the 12th of March
Grades 5 and 6 went to Blackburn
Lake for an excursion. As we were

going for a walk around the lake
saw many leaves that had been

curled by leaf curling spiders.
As soon as Mr. Delacca opened one
of the leaves, a little spider
scurried out and fell to the ground.
Another leaf was curled and held

by such a strong web, that it was
difficult to open, so we put it
back :n the bush.

Galls were on some of the

trees around the lake. Galls are

caused by insects getting into
the stems. They may be found in all
sorts of odd shapes and sizes. We
saw some bell birds which make an

unusual sound.

we

go

UP HOPS A
BRISBANE. —' One of Aus
tralia’s rarest and most attrac

tive animals — the bridled

has been

RmE

WALLABY!
nail-tailed wallaby
found in central Queensland.

'The find, after 37 years’
apparent extinction, was one
of the most exciting during
comprehensive fauna surveys
by the Primary Industries De
partment.

Zoologists found the animal
: during a ,survey in the Emerald
: district.

The last recorded sighting
: of the wallaby was in 1937,

-The last collected specimen
was at Manilla (NSW) in 1924

and at the Dawson River (Qld.) I

in 1929. I
The wallaby is distinguished |

by a pale yellow bridle mark-1
ing over the shoulders and
small nail on the tip of the tail.

The find was by-Dr G. G«mt-
don, who had gone to the area

after a sigl)ting report by Mr
D. Chalacombe, a fencing con
tractor.

Leanne Bishop,
Greenhills Primary school.

T-lowej- galls
\AJoifl-le-.

:Page 7 »The Sub, Thufs., April 25, 197'

*Galls o*->
What an exciting piece of news this was. Here’s

hoping some more of our "lost" birds and animals
'Will hop up again one day,

gall !Q

Wmgeci ga(ls
H, J.Lawr,

(Editor
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Remem'ber the Bunya Pine ? See

On the Spot',' l^ature Notes V0III No.
II
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Photo hy courtesy
gfNGWOOD-CROYDON MAIL

. Wednesday, April 10, 1974 — Page 21Karl Hansen, of Ringwood, is proud of the
pine cone found near his home.
The size of the pod can be guaged by the

normal sized cone held by Karl.


