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1 THIS mm PHILLIP ISLAND CHILDREN

ARE

O O o «>

aAi':

Phillip Island
Children Are Practical

Conservationists o

Natural Resources

Conservation leagueoo3

PRACTICAL
CONSERVATIONISTSThe article in this issue

about the joint effort of Phillip
Islanders is one which many 5Letters c

All other communities could
learn a lesson from an exercise

in public co-operation which
came to fruition near Cowes,on

Thursday June 6tho

Had you been driving past the
Mutton Bird rookery in the area
known as Forrest Caves Reserve,

Phillip Island,on this day,you
would have wondered at the

sight of about 70 school
children scrambling up the sand
dunes carrying buckets with
themo

communities might carefully
consider ,

This ’n That a-

L^ Delacca 6
Take your own community for o o.® o e ® a ^ © e

example.

Things To look Fore
FoJeC. Rogers

Is there a park, lagoon or
8some other natural feature o o o o 0 e

nearby that is slowly being
overgrown with weeds or simply
fading into non-existence More About Ant-lions

10through community neglect ?

If so, this could be your
Laughing ? Kookas.
Mrs a Aa Gibson

opportunity to set one small
12part of this troubled world e e 0 ® o

The children were plantingright, and at the same time
trees.the thrillenjoying of

Wonderoo & Co.

H. J. Lawry
Mrs a Ao Dunstan

' co-operative effort that the
citizens of Phillip Island must oo.-oU
have experienced.

Think about it, then plan
carefully.

Puzzles Page.
H.J.lawry 16o o o o o o o o o ®

H. J. Lawry. Artists.

Mrs. Co Robertson.

Mrs. A. Dunstan.

Mrs. S. Morris.

Mrs. Ac Morrison®
Mrs. M. Lees.

Mrs. S® Willsmore.
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Here is the hackgro-und to the story:

On the 12th October 1972, officers from the Lands
Department, Fisheries and
Wildlife Department, Soil
Conseirvation Authority,
Natural Resources Conservation

League and the Shire of Phillip
Island inspected the 22 acres
of Forrest Caves Reserve about

6 miles from Cowes on Phillip
Island. All the departments
and authorities agreed that

^ the area must be r^laimed

^ and preserved; and all were
prepared to C0‘=‘operate in the
necessary work.

certalnl;*" dthout ): .'ton ■■■ >.is u. ib shorl a period
as ten yc , 'S, the ■ imtinv: -rf tr,:e ^ common sd„ Each
two c.oild-c- .sn were : ..' sn a LtiiJket
containing about 2. tree,3 und a small

bag cf fr “lilizera >' man wa. asaignod
to each group of 10 children and they
all set to willinglyr.

By j'hre'^ o'clock ■tfci.eri the chi',Mren
left5, approximately :800 trees had
been plairb^d for th . day. Surely a
signifiesnb contrib ;ion tf; hhe
reclamati o.n of th'^^ '’ea^ aiicL
lesaoa to .illp that eh can be
achie rsd ■ ’ only evs .'yons / .11
co-opera'la,, Now ,if ●.’isito'’^:-' and
locals a ike will assist ,by seeing that the young
trees are not damaged disturbed in any way, this
area will be presei”/ed for future generat.h iio,.

r'7

hr/
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Soon the various organis-

The boxthom bushes growing there were
removed.

The area was fenced off.

Camping was forbidden.
About 1 acre of Marram grass was planted
to cover bare parts of the dunes.
5000 trees were supplied free of charge
by one organisation along with an offer
to assist with their planting.
Holes were dug all over the area for
planting the trees

Our Bird Feeder

A few months ago I made a bird feede-
-.ng the

da did not
and put it ir the 'lack yard,We've been f
birds on seed and Lt ^ad and honey, but b
come around ior ab :four days .-The birds that feed
there are mostly min -.ra, sparrows, starlings, wattle
birds and sometimes doves,

I saw a blue *vren

the other daj and Mum saw one or
two honej; eaters peeling at the
bread and hor ey, Fnen the nu.ners
are o:o. the feeder ':h ’y wont let
the c' her bli-ls cone and

but w m

e » ● « 0
●J “V*

So the stage was set.

The school children from Cowes Primary School with
■the Principal and other teachers
arrived by bus in the early afternoon.
The bus was supplied free of charge hy
the local proprietor.

After a short address, in which
the children were told that unless

trees were planted now ,the area
could be without vegetation and

1

;?
/attl.^ birds n

n get. /'ay

●'■o'
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run frantically orer the water before rapidly beating
wings make them airborneo

Three species of grebe are found in Australiao See
what you can discover about their peculiar mating
dance and their raft-like nests« lid you know that
the chicks ride pick-a-back on the parent birds back,
even when diving ? I guess that would be a first rate
way to learn the art of food gatheringo

I wonder how many know which
of our birds is featured on the

cap badges of the Royal
Australian Air Rorcse For over

40 years ,since its inception
in the early 1920*85 this bird
remained somewhat of a mystery.
Some Air Force officials called

While down around the beaches have you ever noticed
shells which have a neatly
countersunk hole right through
the shell? These holes have been

drilled by another shellfish—
the carnivorous whelk.

As you know the shell of the
bivalve shuts tight at the ^
slightest sign of danger, but the ■ =
whelk sets to work with a"rasping*' "
drill on its "tongue” to drill a
hole through the shell to the
precise spot where it can reach
the main nerve centre of the inmate. Once this happens
the shell opens and the whelk envoys his meals

it an eagle, others an
albatrosss, but close

'examination

showed it to be

8. parrot. Members of the other seirvices
even called it a sick pigeon. About 8
years ago it was decided that something
should be done about it and finally a

design was chosen. Appropriately the
bird chosen was our Wedge-tailed Eagle
(Aquila audax). Of all our birds
none is more majestic than the lordly
v;edge-tail.

Some of us will have opportunit-
-ies of visiting the sea or salt
lakes.We usually recognise the
Silver Gull and some others.

The white fronted tern, or as it
is sometimes called the "Sea

Swallow", is a dainty bird,
looking immaculate in its plumage.

Look for it- perhaps you will be
lucky enough to be able to sit and watch. Keep a
record of the birds you see, and try to find out a
little more about them ,from the bird books in your
school or local library.

During winter most of us land lubbers spend very
little , if any, time around our
beaches .If we did we would

probably see there hundreds upon
hundreds of small sea birds

called grebes, which come doTO
from their fresh water haunts

to spend a month or two on the
sea. They seem to,, spend most of
their time diving for food--»

usually small fry of various,
fish. On take off they seem to

Nature Notes Sept. *74 Page 7»
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The foliage of wattles varies
considerahlyo Basically there are
two types;
1 a the feather or pinnate leaved
species and
2o those having phyllodes - meaning
>leaf-like*

There are about 20 species of
wattle which we can find around

Ringwood, If we include those
recently planted hy the council in
the street it would he more than
this 0 WATTIES LIKELY TO BE EOUED AROUWD THE

RINGWOOL AREA

Leather leaf;

Oootamundra W,

Silver Wattle.,

o Black Wattle.
Green Wattle.

Acacia haileyana
dealhata

mearnsii

decurrens

Q O

0 1

e o

With Phyllodes;

(rod flowers^^^^^^ longifolia .
mucionata

Sallow Wattle.

. Variable Sallow
or Narrow-leaf

Wattle.Acacia myrtijolia

The next two choices we have

is in the shape of the flower;
1. those with rod flowers and
2. those with ball flowers.
Have a look at the wattles near you

and see if you can spot these
di ffer enc e s. ,,,,..

(ball flov/ers)The name acacia means 'sharp

points',;and was given because many
of the early species which came from
Africa had thorns or spikes on the
stems. The word 'wattle* is an
Australian name for these plants.

0 Hedge wattle
. Spreading W,

myrtifolia . Myrtle-leaf W.

Acacia armata
diffusa

!

We usually think of wattle
as being a spring flower, but
when we look round we find that
in the country it is possible to
see blossoms in every month of
the year.

■●TV

Silver Wattle

Acacia dealbatr
Prickly Moses

Page 9o>
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” Ants have a predator known as
an ant-lion. The creature is no hig-

than the ants it preys on but

SOME

readers'
L ETTERS

AHT-HOHS: \ \nger

builds a verjr clever trap. This trap

is shaped like a cone and dug in.
very fine dust or sand.

Any ant which falls into the cone
cannot climb the steep sides and is
quickly set on by the ant-lion, "

Ant lions are also called 'Doodlebugs', In their
early life they usually live in dry, sandy places.
Most of the 600 species build(or dig) funnel shaped
holes in the sand , When an insect walks into the
trap he slides down the sides and into the jaws of

the waiting Ant lion.
The Ant Lion, after
catching the
unfortunate,grabs his
victim in his jaws
(mandibles) and sucks
the juice out of the

victim. If the prey of
the Ant Lion tries to

escape by climbing the
walls of the pit ,he
(or she)pulls sand out
of place and slides

back down into the pit of the Ant lion. The Ant Lion
sometimes snaps its jaws at the sand causing sand to
get thrown up at the escaping prey.

» » .

Sufor Srs3il’4#-

S.Felicity Lawson 5B. Blackburn Lalce P.

The ant-lion digs a V shaped hole in the sand
(funneland waits for an ant to fall into his pi

shaped ) When the ant falls into the pit it cannot
get out because the ant offers no footing, so the
ant cannot get out. The ant-lion then pulls his_
victim further into the pit and kills and eats it.

U 9

Grant Dinsmore, Research, Vic.

Michael Laidlow. Vermont .PS,

Extracts from other letters.

The Ant lion chooses a nice

dry spot. It starts to dig the
pit by moving round and round
backwards, pushing back the
sand behind it. Moving to the
middle the Ant Lion forms

funnel shaped hole. This pit
sometimes reaches two inches
across and one or more inches

deep."

Page 10.
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Bhanks to all contributors to this interesting page.
The Winner of our competition is Michael Laidlow -
well lone Miuhael*. A Periwinkle Book Pri e'will be
forwa .'dod to you s.hcrtly.

r

Jeff Bye G.6 Corpus Christ! Editor.e 9 e «

lingwood East P.S.
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olli ^in^laught er 5
o How=

Americ-

Parry
Surras in tHe

meanings ® She
follows s

similar

usually
ever, y

%
an

discThe kookaburra is the largest member of the

kingfisher family,and grows to a size of 16” from hj ;

strong beak to the tip of his taile_

cal

●kaburra

^toryj
There are two species of kookaburra

native to Australia® The more common

Laughing Kookaburra is foiuad in Eastern
Australia® This species has white
feathers around the head, neck and body,
with brown on the forehead, around the

on the back. The long tail

1) =e (commone sup
a^ontact pflfe
mvm faiml

made ^y
iMs durinm

I
theakooka

members

ere are you?
usea IP

of rstl^
squawk

by a(^
not hq

cackle

■»

hfe|ybung when begging for food and
ii^bieeding season to show they are

t
Xi.'-Aeyes a

is white tipped with bars of black,
while some pale blue feathers can be
^een on the wings. s war-cry ■= he is ready to8

a^ackp
koo^ -

*' \
s^d^s a warning signal to other

roup,

okaburra near your home ? They
dly if fed raw meat® If there

erhaps you might like to try

The Blue Winged Kookaburra is found in the
northern half of Australia, living up to its name,it
has silvery blue wings and the male a dark blue tail.
Their most distinctive feature is their call, which j.s

not a laugh but a ”krok-krok”, rather like a barking
eoug?a.

1

fmember

e‘§r
will bqcomeQ^iip
are kookhl^rras
and identify their various “a^ls,

“0“GsO-0=0=0-0=0 =

se k

The aborigines have a legend that the kookaburra,
because of its loud cackling
call,was sent at the beginning
of the world to wake man. and t.he
bush animals o

Early settlers along the
Hawksbury river in rr,S,W®- called
the kookaburra the "Hawksbury
Clock”, In those early days whoa
clocks were scarce, the kookabu
rra being one of the first birds
to aigrial the approach of dawn,
was useful -;o the settlers as an
"alarm clock”®

I

The LaugMng K ■ aobarra

sounds its high cackling call
Page 13Nature Notes Sept®Ringwood East PoS®
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not Ion0 afterwards‘r;; E e k
They're c^one !
My babies «are
\ yone!'

a: / What's that
y Kookaburra up

to Ivuonder? ^
WoMRoo ey

ilNp) d.0. /
ifj n

/
i Ceim£ busters th^
jv UHDS-R<^p.awrli
^ featuring +h’is month

m
V\lil|j Willjj follows close bchinol

, and sees a dreadful eight I'.'.

P 0 &

i; WILY WILLY e I

\L
ART.&r ●● ^
■mKT!

1 V

H . J . L«aWs^
'● j!

ROSIN Drop that bdb^ '.
Mrs Robin rushes to

\Monderoo and tells
\^\m all about-y...

you
QYVi

Nest Robber

You I

FTher«s no hope for wy babies
Wond&roo^ but I hope you uuiH

toe oble ho stop tt happen ayai

m
'i Tav^Y

Lay off

nom

f\
&

Oont you show your beak
around here again - you
monster I Take that

\ off!T*

Hminn ..^This is 4

q job for
Wily Willy

and that!

Sadly, our friendly
old kookaburra does

sometimes roL the nests

of small birds. Sounds

■j| cruel doesn’t it ? How-
J ever that is the way of
i! nature sometimes.

Ma ha ha'.p.'O

^ Well done
Willy

C:

"'S4,
/,

Suwmonmy Wily Willy
Wonderoo (^ulckly hiw\
Hnc fads , Willy flits

●: to "muesHgabe

Page H®
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^CROSSWORD
ACROSS

black: bir-d.Lor-0e
Place wkere birds an? keph
Ploces vMhe-r-e e^gs cxr-e. laid.

I

DOWN!

Some l-imes oaWed a crovAJ .

A spider il^
Birds bo^e

Silk.i»~i

Sbar p ones .

rc2
'

’● ●● >
r.

e 0 £1
& GJ d

F, C li "Wf^cxi:; ts Uo/^g
cxrvoC ^<rxj^y\ a^-icC
rncku Lu2
VlupcCi^cC f-e^<
S,^ -tJbe, cxxJE

BfclTte

5e>e iP

Phase every day words ho
moke Phe name ofoio i
inSecP- (eg BUTTER+F^y= boHerfly

l.feUTTER-- ● F.SAW
*

>rvvriAT

riSTHiS LirrCE

CREATURe

CALLED ?

S^lGp»|lo^-●^

6. LADY * *

7. Paper* * ●

● ^

a.SlLK - ●

3.CUP ● *

4.WOOD ● -
^ /Answers in l-op \
^ \nqW>--Hiqr>c< cornery7


