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If it is raining on the day you have chosen to
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Bilacleburn, Lakiern oq 0

go on your excursion, take your rair-coat, hat, gum-
j boots and umbrella. Don't be put off by a little rain,
because if you are properly dressed, rain makes no

, differencel

In this edition of "Nature | Have ar er.joyable time,
Locality Check....7 INotes" we have put forward many '
Tiook OUt: FOT . ¢« c0.8 |Suggestions for ‘excursions. One £ @ ' S t @

A e area that the information in this q”'pme” "’933 'ons
More Things To
Weiteh Eor e e « o s wlObooklet cotild be successfully
applied to is the Blackburn Lake

Yabbies....l...."11
Sanetudey. Therel are ol course,

Dhish *n, Thege . eo . o 12 - other suitable places, many
Wonderoo and Co. of which may be nearer to your
H.J. Lawry " |school. The suggestions we have

Mrs. A. Dunstan
«oo.l4made may be useful in all of themn,

The point is, we have made just a
Puzzles Page : i )

HeJ. Lawry .......16/few suggestions which you might
like to put into practice - I hope

that you will think of many more.

Arists., In my experience there are

lore j b S
Vs oy DA b few more enjoyable ways for a
class to spend a day, than being

H.J. Lawry. together with their teacher out in
From the files of shie bush. Try its I am sure it
"Nature Notes". will be a memorable occasion. | E |
RN ey CAN YOU THINK OF ANYTHING ELSE?

1 o a atur olbes V(o !
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Before leaving on an
excursion, it is a good
idea to do some home-work.
Look up some trees in any
tree books you have. For
example, try finding:
SWAMP PAPER BARK
(Melaleuca ericifolia)
YELLOW BOX
(E, melliodora)

SILVER LEAF STRINGYBARK
(E. cephalocarpa)

These are just three of
many trees you might see.,

While you are
looking up things, find
these wild flowers: milk
maids, early nancy, wild
fuchsia, scented sundew,

Hardenbergia violacea,
and billy-buttons.

You will see these
bizds 4f yeu are quiet,
Black duck, Swamp hens,
Red Wattle-bird, Eastern
spinebills and Silver-

ﬁW'Mz and e
gfwdoﬂm%/ .

1.Examine a single tree,

(a) Bark, leaves,buds,flowers.
b) Insect communities @

c) Birds?%

d) Animals?

2.5tudy all the plants in a

small area of ground, say 6!

oty

Eag How many species?

b) Different leaves, roots,
flowers?

(c) Insects?

3, Examine a small stream.

N.,B, Wear gum—boots....MUD!
Wash hands afterwards,.
swe s b QLLUTTON Y

(a)Different plants here than

elsewhere?

ébg Insect life?

c) Anything else?

4. Signs of man,
a) pollution?

b) non-native plants?
c) unnatural clearing?
d) other 'signs?

/ .
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When. you have
examined the various
aspects of the envir-
onment suggested on
Page 4, you might wish
to bring some specimens
back to school.

Have you a fish-
tank or aquarium that is
not being used? It can
be an interesting focal
point in your classroom.
Put a large number of the
creatures which you fiud
in your aquarium and
watch them closely.

Don't tourzet to have
plenty of weeds in the
aquarium and sand on the
bottom., There also
needs to be some rock
that rises out of the
water.

From your observations
can you see which
creatures change their
shape and which remain
the same or just grow
larger. Do some begin
to grow less in number?

Why is this? Lg 4%
because they are dying
or is it because they
are the food of other
creatures in your
miniature pond?
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Pond Life

classroom!

Can you find some
frog's eggs and put
them in your tank?

Why are they so
slippery?

Put some water under
a microscope - not too
high a magnification.
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BLACKBURN LAKE

This is, asmapiof the Blackburrn Lake sanctuary which
you might find helpful. Of course if you are visiting
anothe- 1irea you will need to make another map - along
similar lines perhaps. Send us a copy if you do, because
we really are interested and will put it tc good use.
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danger points ir. the, park?

Discuss this thoroughly with your teacher or guide.

-

lew may risks of danger

EEMEMRER 7“HAT SAFETY

Sigrns of man.
List all the signs

B
£ % T

piece of bushland, Are

be

les

REATLY

he

zerned?

BEGINS WITH

presence of mar in

e gocd? Keep

question in mind as you walk along.,

Enjov yourselves....ard don't Zet lost)
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® This grass 1is
called Large Quaking Grass
It is an introduced grass
which has become wide spread.
"Shivery Grass" is much small-
er., 1t too is wide spread.

"Shivery Grass'"

Large Quaking
Grass

® Watch out for the
Restless Flycatcher and
the Blue Wren. Both may
be seen in the sarnctuary.

€ Do you know
what the above
insect is called?
Try to discover
more about it.

1f you are vVery
> H L4 i |- q
uiet, you might be
r

to see

® Watch cuil for s

L
bell-like flower of the L s : \
Correa, What colour is ® This bird 13 ®* Among the
the ﬁneoycurfom;d5~ﬁvo.fh(v called the Yellow wattles you will
Reed War!ler ever any other colour ° Robir. You will see find is Ehlo one
N i it too if you are lucky. = the Black Wattle.
Page &. Ringwood East P.S. Nature Notec OQOct., '74 Page 9,




MORE THINGS ©  YABBIES ¥

SO ¥
{o wd'cb fo' In 1973, Grade 2E at Blackburn Lake Primary School

issued a challenge to other Nature Notes readers to

discover more about yabbies than thev did. Here is =2

s this wattle ir list of their rindings.
‘ the sanctuzary? @ ey curry their eggs under

their tails,
Cockamundrq

\Waktle P ® They find their food in mud,
‘(iiiﬁr,/ ®@They burrow through mud.

7 ‘»;,\ ®They live i places where there
is water,

®You pick them up behird the
nippers,

®They will nip you if you aren'®.t careful.

®@They swim in water,

®They move backwards using their tails.

O Observant people ’ Blue bel| ® They have eight legs.
will find a specimen of ° 2 el B
this plant to examite. They dc not have claws on all their legs,

®They have two 1CLg feelers and twe -short ones,
D Have vou four 1 T

odd shapes >n leave
They might ve gall;, th;e
are odueed ty irsects which
lay their eggs just beneath
the outer surface of the

plant. The caterpillar sucks
the sap which irritates the
plant, so it builds a little ® Leaf
"growth" over the spot, Gall.

r.y

'\') QD

‘*{ Can you find out more about yabbies? If you
Gzl are able to, send in details to the Nature Notes
Offiee,, Pa@.Box 2&€ Ringwood Eagt, 35155.
IMPORTANT REMINDER: Take care when playing near water.

tood hunting!
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THIS'n

, In parks, irn school grounds, at

we are likely to find a great many
plants. Let us look more closely
at some of them and find some ways

names? Ask somebody to help you.

This may be your teacher or another

%irl or boy who has already learnt
=i I

fn o

Peppermint Gum.

Trees have strong trunks which
support the branches where they
receive plenty of sunlight.

On the branches we find leaves,
and sometimes flowers or seed
cases. Do you krnow why plants
need sunlight? Have you learnt

to recognise any of the gum trees,
wattle trees or she-oaks?

Some plants do not have strong
stems. So that their leaves may
be placed where they receive
plenty of sunlight they twist
and climb; often on other
plants,

Loodk fof some of theze,
Purple Coral Pea.

Page 12, Ringwood East P.S.

home, along roadsides, or in the bush

that they differ. Do you kriow +their

THAT s X

Sometimes there is nothing
for these plants to twine
around and so they scramble
over the ground twining
around each other. It is not
suprising to find Purple 0/
Coral Pea creeping over old ,
stumps or along the ground.
Look  for it.

Some plants just creep
over the ground and do not
climb at all. None is so
well known as Running
Postman. The flowers are pea.”
shaped and a bright red, e
with leaves rather like the [, ;
leaves of clovers( in threes) Agﬁ Goodenia
except that they have
wrinkled frilly edges. Not . :
so well known is the Trailing Goodenia with its yellow
flowers on short stalks and the leaves and stems

flat along the ground,

What plants can we find that
don't appear to have trunks or
stems? Sundews are often very
small plants of green or
reddish leaves lying flat
.against the ground.

Try to remember where you
find these plants. Do not pick
them because you will get a

lot of pleasure next year in
going back to search for them.

Nature Notes Oct. '74 Page 13
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CRIME BUSTERS OF THE
UNDERGROWTH
Fea\'uring Fhis month ...

| . look
| WALLY WMBAT | qilte shaky

AR A

Wonderoo meets hig
friend V\!allg Wombat..,

o s Aeinpf

wrong Wallg

“ " One fine day W

v s
WA | Feel shaky foo Wonderoo
D Come and have a Jook at
¥ the huge kones lue
A dug up and youll

‘ see why ! .l
N T e RN
A W4 \1 \ % ‘

b Y //ﬁ J-1-] think Hheres beena %
N FRS murder ! W-What sort of ¢
~ animal would have bones
Hat aig? | hope there
are no mare abouf!!

A 2esl te:
Yo,

",;‘5_;»:45_;}: ﬁi\‘;% s g R i G
it T A # Z4
L e e ﬂ%ﬂ TN

Wise old'onderoo fmllesandex lai e '
S plaing [o Wally ...
thal these are the loneg of one of his ar\cesl’orgw

Fape |4, Ll o A ! {
Nniintgwood bLast ‘E o

7 giant maprsupial o )5
weighing abouf two S

fons and called a % NN
| DIPROTODON - y kg0 "
AN

Diprotodons were as big as a
rhinoceros Wally — and three
possible reasons why they became

extinct are .
1 g

2. P 3

@

P

o ey

Changes in climate | The commg\-. Being hunted by
the aborigines
for food

that made much of the dingo to
&:F Australi Australia
) ! i

So you see Wally , there
hasht been a murder
but you have made a

werg Fqscihﬂ’l’l'ﬂﬁ aliscove,rg

(M Y
W N

Zy 3 )

o7
\J ;I
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now |'A betrer bury
poor old Diprotodon
agan'
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CLUES

Across

2

" "CROSSWORD

3 4 |5 2]

3. Two cent
8 a9 Coin animal.
b. Prevent
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STOP PRESS & 19i'dsdoy 2 of quam oy

An excellent piece of work on

Ant Lions came to hand too late for
inclusion in the September issue,

but within the time limit set. The tﬂ
work was of such a high standard that

I have decided to award the writer a
special prize for her effort. The
lucky winner is Wendy Phillips of

Ringwood East Primary School.




