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OLD TOM - The Whalers' Friend.

: R _
S ) ; like o9 § Killer whales are noted for three things:
Thét ﬁombét el Al e e e AR ehogRien Y sC oy et iby: Sohveawnae (1) their longevity (that means they 1§ve a long
climbing into the crow's nest and opening his big mouth. g:btime - as long as humansgz
g ; . : 2) their appetite (13 porpoises & 14 seals were
$ o P his, chances of ever appearing on the front found gn)the stomggh of one kEllgr whale, and %2 fully

crown seals in the stomach of another!!), and
(3) their cunning (they have been known to
deliberately tip penguins off floating

page again, I'm sorry people for starting an editorial like
this - I hope you enjoy the rest of Nature Notes no.4.

Mr., Neville's grade 5/6 at Ringwood East gave me some of ; ﬁﬂ&?ﬁ%rijZﬂﬁmKP ice to get a quick snack!)
5 " 5 | 5 r ‘I i FRo
their projects on Whales to print, perhaps some other grade dcwhimgw‘ PEdﬁﬁh-

would like to do the same? Probe (= Junior Nature Notes)
is out this month - please ring us up if you would like to
see a copy. S O

K. L8 By

(Editor) N/ |

P.S. The answer to the mystef& message is hidden in these
next two sentences: Judy ate an apple. "Sewrite! sewing
machines work best, :

A killer whale.
Apparently they have
na fagte for humans
(except Jonah), and
have even been troined
at Marineland. Coloy

P TS
Famous Animals....3 Let's Look at Fruit e shaded part biack.
Mammals(Whales)...4 (cont.)F.J.C.Rogers :
On e Tt T S s e , 0ld Tom, the killer whale, was no exception. He was
: 1psticss seessall seen off Twofold Bay in N.S.W. most winters between
Iy e DRl BICCE ¢ ois s.00 Letters LTl j 1843 and 1930, and probably lived to be 90. With
e Dl K o ; his pack of about 40 other killer whales he would
e Plant Kingdom: Ass.Ed. Shets Teks Totedl 2 | round up fin whales (much bigger whales with no teeth)
a Chart.F.J.C.Rogers | Wonderoo wralalloRe sty Bl 4 | and then swim into Twofold Bay to let the whalemen
| know - by banging his flukes (tail) on the water.
cessee8 LPuzzleS A G The whalers and the killer whales would then help
gy o Vg each other dispose of the fin whales (the men getting
Artists:A. Dunstan ‘ whale-o0il and the killer whales a good feed) - some
W.Prohasky ' | . times by driving them right onto the shore.

Just another TALL story you say? 0ld Tom, the
leader of the pack, had unmistakable scars on his

l "
;"”m3é CON .Eibd S. ‘ back, and his skeleton can be seen today in the Eden
age 2. Ringwood East P.S. Museum.
| L Page 3.
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T Whale Hunb=

Swimming early in the morning

the whale heard a sound far away.

"Thar she blows!™

comes the cry from above.

The men jumped into four boats

and rowed out to the spot.

The whale started to divessses

she called her calf

and together they swam across the sea.

The boats came speeding up.....and spread out.
Then they sat in their boats to wait.

Silence.,

Tension.

Then up comes the big whale
and the harpoonist STRIKES.
The whale, in pain,

dives down,

with her baby following,
She tells her calf to go away and find the other whales,
Without another word W
the whale dives down again.

The whale comes up for air

and the harpoonist strikes again. ""

In a pool of blood
the whale dies,

by Sonia Hay of Grade 6B

Page 4. Ringwood East P.S.

Ringwood East Primary School.

"(rgbfavbymﬁi t;&g,&wtbsts group animals by theu structure,
el are built - bones,argans etc.) The first important
diuision is buuwﬁn.andnais-uﬁb@ a ‘chord.’ of hellow rones with

: hrves nside and those that dort. Those
P v " that do.are called Chordata and the eskt
Al grouq of Cherdatel s the Vertelrates.
rou

gr tncludes 3 of Fishus,repties,
burds, amphibions and MAMMALS .

Mark S. Donaldson from the same grade as Sonla, has
written a very good project on whales which includes
the following facts and another excellent poem:

New Words:eblubber- layers of
fat which keep whales warm,
ebaleen- a "strainer" eharpoon- a spear-like
in a whale's mouth (some species) whaler's weapon.
used for collecting krill and ecrow's nest- the seat
plankton from the sea. at the top of a ship's
ekrill- like shrimps. mast used by a sailor
eplankton- tiny to keep a look-out.
microscopic sea life.

* The largest animal: the blue whale may grow up to 30m
long and weigh up to 150 tons! (How many tonnes?)

* Baby whales (called a calf) are born alive (not in
an egg!) and whales must surface to breath. WHY?

% Whales can swim up to 25m.p.h. and can smash small
rowing boats in two with a flick of their tails.

* Men and killer whales are the whale's only enemies.

maokes
As whalers go through winds and hails. m[b@[g

Lookouts scream:"THAR SHE BLOWS!" o mammak @ mammal?
As the spurting whale-spout shows. XX Must have a badkbome.,
The whalers chase, ;& Must feed its baby on milk,
The whale flees. XX Mammals have (- chambered
They chase across the choppy seas. heants.

¥ Skin is covered with hair

The harpoon strikes,

The whale dives deep. (sometimes not Very much!)
The whale is now endangering lives,
But very soon, the whale stops.

He

Extinction is so close for whales

HOW MANY OTHER
i MAMMALS DO YOU
dead. KNow OF P (4,500!7)

Page 5.



ur un"/{;b [ lature [lotes..

When I was a lad I lived about 25 miles from
what seemed to me a mysterious place ca}led The
Whipstick. Stories that I heard about it conjured up
visions to me of some weird and wonderfulbforest of
very thin and very straight trees. It still remains
a very wonderful Sanctuary of native plants and animals-
one of the most frequently visited (by naturalists) in

ictoria. THE WHIPSTICK. ) .
Tie ﬁ““ﬂ We find this unique area

Benpico® just north of Huntly,
which of course is a few
miles north of Bendigo.
BALLARAT ® It coverslaboug ]5-0--60l
“Healesville square miles of largely
HELBAURNER u%touched bushland., 1In
GEELONG @ the early days it was
FrenchIsland. shunned; in fact almost
< feared by the gold diggers.
The thickness nf the scrub and the scarcity of waterholes
daunted all but the brave. However, as gold petered out
at Bendigo miners did penetrate and many large nuggets
were found. E .
Geologically, the Whipstick is an area of ancient
broken down sandstones, unique because they are laid out
flat. So in passing through you cross successive rock
strata, each of which has over the ages evolved its own
flora. No wonder then that there are over 340 known
species of wildflowers within its boundary.
There are two important
industries within its area. The W
leaves of the four species of )
mallee gum native to this area,
produce the world's best
eucalyptus oil - famous as a
medicine, a liniment, a lolly
flavor, a cleansing agent and
a magic perfume for luring
homesick Aussies back to

Australia (and many other uses RS ' N
you might like to find out about). Different layers (stratay of

tone.
Page 6. Ringwood East P.S. sandsfone

when you walk through that you do

list for next August holidays.

-

‘.:.) L

ON TOUR TO THE WHIPSTI(ICK.
A few years ago ,with a group of children on a

train tour, we visited a eucalyptus distillery close to the
Whipstick and. learned some of %Ee secrets of the trade.
When you go to this area make sure you include Hartlands
Eucalyptus Farm on your itinerary and be sure of a
fascinating experience. See if you can discover where else
LfTcamariNg) WHAT DO in the world eucalyptus is
M CUSTOMS| OTHER ConTRiES produced, In what other countries
(FUaiT gosTmbuchs) WANT GUM do "gum trees" grow and how did

TREES FOR?T , f
HOw this come about.

Do The other industry ,of
ey course, is the production of
THem? honey . The flowering mallees are

v sought after by apiarists who

transfer their bees to the parts

/)| of the Whipstick corresponding
YOUHAVE NOTING To DeciaRe P to the flowering periods of the
various species . The Black Mallee and the Ironbark are
their favourites. From what other plants do bees collect
nectar ? =~ .

Among the myriads of wild flowers, from August on,
the ridges come ablaze with the dazzling gold of the hakea
wattle. The Whipstick even boasts a Mystery Wattle- an
acacia that has baffled botanists for years, because
never has a seed pod been found, hence its method of
reproduction remains a mystery. .

Another beautiful spring flower

ti
is the Boronia - not the scented s;ﬁé:
brown we grow in our gardens Guntry.

but the delicate pink.

Animals abound in thearea,
These include the long-tailed black’
wallaby, kangaroos, echidnas,

possums and bandicoots. Watch out

So what if Your tongue |
blue - mine’s longer.

not step on a Blue Tongue Lizard — g

or the unwary Stumpy Tail. In fact..

local farmers sometimes refer to the Whipstick unkindly as
"ligard country" which is just as well. If it had contained
rich soil it would have been lost long ago.

Don't take my word for it - put it on your touring

Page 7.



Can you
Sort out the
plants and seads™ W O
you Find into "?/
these groups.

THE PLANT KINGDOM.

PLANTS PRODUCING SEEDS
(Seeds have food packed around
they can live on for a while- like wheat in cotton wool.)

PLANTS. PRODUCING SPORES
(Spores are very small
food from their environment.)

them which

and must survive o

THALLOPHYTA BRYOPHYTA PTERIDOPHYTA O ke mads, ANGIQ BRI
(Algae, Fungi, (Mosses, Liverworts.) (Ferns, Clubmosses P E.g. Pines, (Seed enclosed in a case.)
Lichens.) Horsetails etc.) ,?;y_} Cypress, Cycads etc.)
AN /
: o |

MONOCOTYLEDONS

DICOTYLEDONS /!
Lk "r' » v ;

R |
|
\ |
4 ._
%] >
\o \. ' \
N \t// An il
. Horsetail f‘::ﬁir;gan |

™ A ~ 1
Notes,'

T/- ;ui - J-A 4 \ *J«-..:_:‘“
e all o N \_\‘_
,-;M r“l ‘:\\\“*‘
- ekl =t >y
(e ) APS N
Conifer
/ \

N

/

Liverwort

Ringwood East P.S. "Nature



¥ } CONTINUED EROM
e/t’s O‘Uk at __(PAc.es 4.8 15 OF
; LAST (SSUE)

Samara - a hard winged fruit that ‘w '
S A

gqu

07

O“j peela,

Dear Mr.Dyer,

does not split open to release '
F '3 I hope you are enjoying your job as the new

its seeds. e.g. ash elm, >
A ’ editor. We like your magazine because all of our family

love nature. Here is just a little bit of information
Siliqua - a specialized capsule, about our two small tortoises. One of them is an

developed in a bicarpellate

Australian Snake-necked Tortoise, but his real name is
Chelodina Longicollis - we call him Fred! They can grow

ovary in which the two carpels
pull away from the central
partition at maturity.

This is the common type of

fruit in the mustard family. Australian Snake-

necked Tortoise.

Sn'h‘q;wq ] 1 .
Cypsela - fruit derived (Drawn by Christine
from an inferior ovary with Campbell.)
p one seed at maturity.
% e.g. daisies and other Our other tortoise is a Fresh-water Tortoise.
8 members of the family Its real name is Emydura Maquarii but we call her Emma,
o Compositae. Fred came from the Murray River because we used to live
) in Swan Hill, and we caught Emma in Kangaroo Lake near
AT Schizocarp - more.than Swan Hill. On top, the shell is dark brown or blackish.
1% Kinds of one seed present in the The plastron (lower shell) is dark yellow; all of the
FRUIT that mature fruit, which shields are margined with a black line.
Mr.Rogers breaks up into indehiscent, 'WMnBC?QﬁﬂE Yours sincerely,
ggimf one seeded parts known as \ﬁzgifgmﬂo Christine Campbell, form 1, Mitcham High.,
and drown sd_‘;“e_w? mitlets, or ecoceci. K How come You // -
For you. e.g. carrots ,Salvia

TCAN YOU MAKE A PROJECT
SHOWING THE SEEDS FRoOM EACH

Page 10, KIND OF FRUIT?

nasturtium,

Ringwood East P.S.

"Nature Notes". June '75.

BecateC 2 _are all &0 A
pMummy lorfofgy ell ? &Y
ell! W as
AR "Cogy behal® “s
- \\,!E§’

Page 11.



drop papers in the school yard at lunch or play times.

2?7 '‘QUERIES’

. Ass.
Apologies to the National -Museum Bd.

in our last issue. It is the National

Museum and not the Science Musuem which

identifies insects. F(—F&WNfN““ jﬁ
This month Mrs. Blain and her Grade 6 at Ringwood East

brought us in a spider which the National Museum received

and were able to identify. It was

an Orb Weaving spider, very

common in gardens in Victoria. This

Peter Edwards from Grade 3/4 at Ringwood East
wanted to know why the branch of
wattle he had found had two kinds

- of leaves on it.
The branch was from a Blackwood
Wattle. The reason for the two
types of leaves was interesting.
A1l plants need water to live.
When water is in short supply life
can only exist for the plant in a

Blackwood

gpecimen was unusual in that it had

a white stripe down its brownish state of suspension. When water is once more readily
\ back. The Orb Weaving spider is not available life and growing are once more resumed.
p01sonous and is noted for its orb shaped webs whlch it Plants have to reduce their water loss in dry conditions,
bliilds across yards and passages. They do this by lessening the leaf surface from which
} R ' the water evaporates. ”
In Jul& 1974 we printed an article from Norwood Primary . This is what has happened to Peter's Blackwood, which

Recycling cans must have reduced its leaf surface during the dryer
DOESN'T mean . e s
riding aver them summer monthes, while still retaining the true

on i
on our 1‘;;‘2& feathery leaves.

THEM UP and

School about their recycling efforts.
It's good to hear that they are still
collecting glass, steel and aluminium
cans, The glass as well as the

N THIS CAN
1S LIKE A

.aluminium cans are sold for recycling gzzﬁgﬁ;no Wally isn't very pieased as Ernie Spike Echidna is

at a small profit for school funds. As a community’%eggice trying to get out of "Probe"(that's Juniour Nature Notes)

B.H.P. collect the steel cans which are also recycled. Bins and into "Nature Notes". He thinks Wbmbamtnnt N

for collecting the cans are situated just inside the school that Ernie should stay where he \

fence. Keep up the good work Norwood. " belongs. Ernie says he'!'s much better k) : r.ﬁg
Please write and tell us in what ways your school is at most things,especially digging, j@ﬁﬁ

helping to fight pollution. Wally says one way is not to so he thinks that he should be in both maga21neé”ﬁ“ﬂ\&;4§

Wombats don't eat nurs sfupld‘ ﬁ \ i
Page 12, Ringwood East P.S, "Nature Notes". June '75. UL



. & Watch out
WONDEROO ple s’ e
: : aAlmost stood
AND CO. onn Bertha
CRIME BUATERS® OF THE
UNDERGROWTH

TEXT. H.J. LAWRY
ARTIST. A.DUNSTAN

Ove day while Wonderoo
‘mml Wally Wombat weve 'F_Hl I
walking through the bush SiE
Wallg A5 usual almost ;

puts his Foot n ik ..., -
o

So thats a bandicoot |,
Would You tell me aloout
Ehem please

Wonderoo 7
® = )

The !Op-lﬁdicoob 15 &1 harmless litble creature
with a kad peputation for Aigging up planbs.
Z ar e .

‘7 IH‘J

l ‘.
("

{/

A

! g
a7
A

1!

¢

-

S v SR s o But really it
3 ) 15 a flegh ~
/ L EALING Anima
/‘g“ which lives on
i Insects, worw\s,grubs
- _Vé s - and so ont ... J

Page 14, Ringwood East P.S.

ot -~

Lons -nosed
*bhe bandicoor ...

50 You see Wallg
long viesed bandicoot

IS 4 marsupial just
like us and looks a
. bit like a large rat

rat indeed !

s ]
] \l ;jrluw ln the ear15 Aays

thousands were killed
wloy For their skins — Now
the lucky things are
protected ly the law
| Just wish kangaraos

.'-. ‘.. :'.‘: “.‘ :l:.':".‘ : “. X
R - wenre too!
: 8\ i | wish swails
. N j @%‘ were roo!l!

%_., 2. _Eaw L

AY\OH’T&V‘ iﬂbevesbimg ‘ HOW CW\(;]QY‘I"A‘S?IY\E;!!
thing about the kandicoot

| 1S bthat its pouchh opens i
- backwanAds co as bo stop /
any dint emteriy\ﬂ e Roves, _‘f (e
wWhile the mother 7{ e
scratches for Food

So Yyou wombka b s

%\mev“b e

¥ 4199ing marsupials
> 3 Wally..
gi}(_";’: o S

"Nature Notes". dJune '75,




Hey Wally! why
iser;jfead?er like
a, Nature Notes
5 /Pugzle Page?

oo.no..'.

Get the messqge?
T R = o T

@ gnimals
A };{_Jj birds
R[Y]

birds

iy

A |« Australion plant.

ET_J |
! ! IC“‘( <« insect & game. .
[REiNC [N] < bird.

Remember—we give o book prize. for
ery letter we print!

e

Becquse they’re hard

4o work out? ===

N
L

B
P

3

[
W
U
S

B

roovePese

Because they
both use cross
words !

Lo

@: What’s green and hairg and goes up and down
" RA:A gooseberry in a [ift.

@ 0000 8 9 00 @ @ 0o # O & 0 & @ © © @ & 6 © a ©

i8] vy

PRI I A R

JDown :

1. A native evergreen tree.
8. Anfonym for down. {
1. A FlighHess Australian bird.

12.%Like o small kangqrco."(?lumlj,
(See page 10 of last manth's Nature Notes )

13. Abbreviation for Higher School
Certificate. .

I {1 -15

|

10

.-oo-o-ooooooo.ooooooo-.

® 2 epo0e® ¥Y¥ao 2000 9ceognoeoODen @

14, . What is left after a fire.

15. A female tigen

16 Eold a2 ice: L i
17.“Pass this —_ _ your friends.
18. Isn’t is short for —— hot.

ACROSS _ :
1. An never forgets!
2. A bryophyta starting with m. (see. page 8).
Seliretbent|Gid e L o of eggs.
4. See is to eye, what

Heolalils) boll sl 8
5.A strange ball game like hockey.
6. Anfonym for ‘off! A fow cluss fo
7. Reroplane driver: zeip Your ~——
8. Antonym for “them! n OHH'SP:\g?&
9. Abbreviation for Training Schodl.

10. So” and ‘up® mixed together make
a tasty broth.




