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Dear Girls and Boys,

0 90

When the fliers had to move to another Air force Base

they decided to release the cuhs in Grampian country -

which is so similar to their natural habitat.

Did these two cubs survive ’to

As you read the following pages

you are going to discover many interesting facts

about the Grampians - such as:

Why should this range of mountains stretch

north and south when all the other mountains

in Victoria stretch east and west?

But I want to tell you of something that may not

be fact, something that may be myth, legend or

breed and set up a mountain lion colony in their new

land? Perhaps you would like to seek more information

to help you to decide whether this story is mythical
or factual.

I am sure your Editor will want

I^nk MrPrud^
should ger a pn>&^

V^por fhaf
. f't

to hear more about this.

fable.

J .NoPruden

District Inspector,

It has b.een reported that on

several occasions since the end of the Second

World War (1939-1945), residents in the southern

M

__ ^ RiVers carrying
" I slU-CsedimenR)

W-eshA/ard.

end of the Grampians have seen mountain lions in

the more densely timbered areas,

even claim these felines have attacked the live-

but there are no

@ b HOW THE

GRAMPfANS

MAY HAVE

FORMED.

Some farmers

c' / X/'^FAULT line
(crack In Fie earfhy8

stock on their properties

mountain lions in our State are there????
Sedifnentiurg Iay-ers(b;|n1-.''
	

Yet there is the story that

some American fliers based near the Grampians

in those years brought with them from America

two mountain lion cubs.

I

XX-l/<r-iDrop along
f-duir line.

^ '^'Try malcing
X your own

Grampians left

This ir)usl-fc^ standing
(sands hand)

hi Soil erodecj
. awa Scdirnenharu

Vock.”

h/
h-

DeaFi''— u
or N

perhaps IPs
F\€"Werve wct^or in small

clear tube.

.gravel
ydirt- yup<g
-sand [laave
crushed
nocic

Rivers now F°rced

to bead norto/soufb.
Ah/taC'';

COKITRlBCaoRSe

Mr, J. d.Pruderij

Mr. F.J.C. Rogers,
'Mr. L. Delaccci,

I MrJ.Lawrg&Mrs. A.Dunstan.

Which ones sink to ibe. ^
bdtomp Whyf How long
do you have to leaveih ?

An Amencan Mouniain Lion
(= Cougar - Puma)2.
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PICTURE PRIZE
Olives

Mb.Zero

If we travel north from Hall's Gap

we pass through some very beautiful

wildflower country. It was not always

wildflowers that brought people to the

area though. Along Rose's Gap Road is

a monument to the Gold Escort. In the

goldrush days the coaches would divert

from Horsham to travel through the

sandy and rocky country rather than

try to traverse the plain country

farther to the north where the sticky

mud would clog up the wheels and

immobilize the coach.

TherF^re walks around Brigg's Bluff and Golton Gorge

where people may climb over rocks and see many beautiful

wildflowers and interesting animals.

Aboriginal
pointings Xp

COVER PHOTu : This month's cover

photograph was taken by Andrew Hall

of Vermont. So too were the photos

on pages 15 & 17. Your book prize

is on its way Andrew.

* We invite all schqol children

to send us black and white

photos or sketches - we will

print the best.

- * Don't forget also that you

can by Nature Notes from

years past for only 3c I

See last moiith's copy for

details of other Special

Editions.

The photograph on this page

shows Ryan's Creek valley

BEFORE Lake Bellfield was

made.

GoLton Gorge’*'

MonumerU; ^
'c C»p

Bri. ,'5

luff

At

hall’s gap

The Aboriginal Tribesmen of Western

Victoria called the Grampians "the Mountains of the

Lreamtime", and some of their paintings may be seen in

the caves near Mt.Zero.

Mt.Zero was climbed by Major Mitchell

in July 1836. From the top he could see Mt.Arapiles in

the distance. Today cars can be left at the parking

area where there are toilets and washing water, which

leaves you a short, sharp walk to get to the top of

Mt.Zero. From the top you can see the surrounding

^ Mt.Zero pLDiNTvS GheCfCLiSt:
*ODmmon Flab Peoi (PlaV-ylobiam obtusangulum)
»Correa r-eflexa
®drevillea alp'ir>a i

Olive plantations.

● Calytnx Mmgonq
“Psilotwrn nudutn
● H'lbbertia Urearls

5ti
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at times, steep sides,

ferns (Todex Barbara) put on a fine

display while a form of Victorian ;

Christmas-Bush (Prosanthera lasianthosi

shows that at most times of the year 1

(in this case summ.er) there will be

some beautiful wildflower growing in

this areao

Austral King
The Porest Commission

has defined a number of walks

in the Grampians. One of the

most popular is' that which

leads through "Wonderland".

The walk can be taken in easy

stages and with much variety.

One can start at the Camping

Ground and walk past the large,
flat, bare rock area called

the "Elephant*s-Hide".

’When one has been

walking for some time a detour

can be made to Splitters Palls

where the result of sandstone

weathering and erosion can be

seen. Near here we are likely

to find plants of Grampians

fringe-myrtle(Calytrix Sullivani).
This species is restricted to

the Grampians area.

Prom the turntable the

track leads through some inter

esting rock formations. The

Grand Canyon is a valley with,
w® 0 O-

"^The Army - practising rock -
I climbing in the Grand Canyon,

Acacia ^!^eHnodes.

As the climb is made to the top of the range a

change in rock will be noticed. An igneous rock (i,e,

caused by volcanic action) has intruded into the sand

stone. Such rock formations as Silent Street, Fallen

Giant, Mushroom Rock, Lady's Hat and the Nerve Test can

be seen on the trip.

When the top is reached a fine view of Lake

Bellfield and the surrounding countryside can be seen.

On the trip back to Hall's Gap in

summer may be seen the small Boronia

nana creeping over the ground.

Koalas may sometimes be seen in the

eucalypts and birds are quite

plentiful,

A list of plants for Wonderland

would total more than 200 species,

including those listed and drawn

on the next page,

Wally tries ouf Hife‘ner\/e test.'

- n

7



OJondeK^rx^
Color in tfiese
Wift^fl<5wer picPures
So i\^at you will be
able et recognise
them more easily.
Tbe Correct Colors
are underlined for

you.

“'heki mav\^ oF reptjUs died out av\A
obViers cV\i^v\c^ed\ into hloodec
Funry av\\vv\a\s - mammoths — s^k3rc. -
fcoobhecl Fleers obhers bu^r\ed mlo \
pUbu louses ^y\A cch\J/]a^..- ,

fk

»'!c

I

V ci
U

Cioodenia ovaha.

Shrub up to 2 metres high.
Flowers bright y^l/ow.

y LeM\/es br'ighi- green.

—^v'iVy"

MehiewcCT decussafo.

Shrub up to 2 mUres high-
Powers nrgu^ purple.}. ;● BU

2 while others cln<ny\^ed
' still further, the pUtypus ay\A

■' ecWib?lp<os very
1 little smce- theit imc. -

So you sec little \r\cv\dF>
you oire living members

'■■..● of <0 uniwul

life \\n<^b no loryer
: exists uny where

but here m

Awsfcrr^lM!

y /
I

,.-y J 1/.
r.,

^ Common Healh.

(Epacris impnessa)
Shrub up to Im. high, tlower.S
pin k. whi te or re j.

Victorian Christmas Bush
CProstani-hera lasionthos)

White plowers marker/ with brown
and purple.

(/^Sfrotom pinifbiium)
Bright green spiky leaves.
Rowers yeJIow tipp-aj with queen.

r

Gee Plat oU ma

t'hose dre pretty

'arcy uiebbe^
ThiJhks Enoie.

Your spmes
i2irc pV€bby
he^^ib boo

Correa reflexq. '
Shrub up to COctn high
Flower.s Q.re^ or- red.
Leaves bright qre^.

AND MANY,MAtJY,
_ MORE 	

Text ■● H.J.LAWR.Y

Artist A. DUN STAN
tnyrfi folia.

(A wa/t(e) port Jackson Cypress
CCQf/itris rhomboidecf)

Smell tree arther than w'lldpiower.'

tt|i'ct-green, like a mini -pypress^v

Up hot metre high. Rowers
yeXLow, hods red, leaves 13
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* LAKE WAETOOK : Together with the other lakes in the

Grampians area, this lake forms part of a huge

irrigation scheme which sends water to the dry Mallee

and Wimmera regions of Victoria„

picnic and camping area at the lake, there is a

colony of koalas on the island in the middle of the

lake.

* SAEETY IN THE GRAMPIAhS : Every year people have to be

rescued from the Grampians area - especially from the

rugged Victoria Valley,

take a waterproof parka with you - and a pocket full

of emergency rations such as health bars and barley-

Carry a good map and compass and know how to

* McKEhZIE FALLS : These waterfalls are the

biggest of the half-dozen or so in the

Watch out as you walk down theGrampians.

path to the bottom of the falls because

the spray will drench you after heavy rain

As well as a nice

There are several small water-has fallen,

falls before the big drop so don’t think

you’ve seen it all from the top.

careful with matches as a fire recently

burnt through the top of the falls and

spoilt the scenery.

Be very

It is wise when walking to

There is a kiosk at
I I j I j

the falls.

* ZUMSTEIES ; Just down the McKenzie Eiver from the falls

is this delightful little spot where you can feed the

kangaroos - the best time being in the late afternoon.

* MT oABRUPT : Way down south in the Grampians - near

Lunkeld - this peak gives a great view over some of the

biggest sheep farms' in Victoria, It’s about a one hour

sugars,

use them - don’t just rely on our centre page map.

driving, stick to the main roads unless it’s very dry

If

weather or.you,own a land rover.

Leaving ihe
Specially
marked out

walking
tracks to

take short

cuts, not
onlg ruins
tfie nQtur<;tl
bush — but

way mean

you get
lost as

well!

climb to the top and it’s very easy to miss the track

There are some small caves on the way up.

* JAWS OF DEATH s About a i hour walk from

back down.

M-ean while,
of- Zumsteins.... shouid havest^ck

frackl^Reed's Lookout on Mt.Victory, these rock

overhangs are a spectacular sight.(See
. '"j.. ''c-‘ ●.*« *> . ^

/I
Were Comes

cover

111
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food other than what a Mro Richardson had brought with hinic

The party endured a '/ery cold and miserable night and were

glad of the morning„ Despite the fog in the valleys and

« e

In 1836 Major Mitchell left Bathurst in New
storm clouds above, a brief glimpse was obtained of a lake

to the northoSouth Wales and travelled down the Lachlan River to

He followed this river to the
This was called Lake Lonsdale in honour of

Captain Lonsdale - the first Governor of Port Phillip„

On this trip a number of plants were discovered

including: the Grampians Gum (Eucalyptus alpina)

Beard Heath (Leucopogon glacialis), Holly Grevillea

(Grevillea aquifolium) and Goldfields Grevillea (Grevillea

alpina)»

the Murrumbidgee.

Murray and then along to the junction with the Darling
From here he passed through where the town ofRivero

Twisted

Swan Hill now stands.

On the 10th of July he crossed a deep creek

The next day he obtained a view

a noble range of mountains".

he called the Avoca,

of what he called

finally chose to call them the Grampians after the
mountains near his home in Scotland.

●f

1
He

1 Today a well graded bitumen road enables the

interested person to drive almost to the top of Mt.William

and you can park your car before walking the last little

interesting bit. Keep an eye open for the Coast Banksia

(Banksia integrifolia),

As Major Mitchell drew nearer K-

View from
Boroka

Lookout

- facm9
south.

to the mountains he decided to
4

He choseascend one of the peaks./

-I

the highest one but the climbing was
One of the members of his

Mfc.WiLUam.He cailecf
- them ^he

(Grampians.

1
hi..

not easy,

party had been a carpenter and his

previous experience in climbing roofs of houses enabled

him to gain a footing and lower a rope to the others.
The summit was reached just before dark and

a choice had to be made whether to descend straight

away or spend the night up top - in very bleak circum-
The bushes were covered in icicles, the wood

wet and wouldn*t burn fiercely and there vms no

jBeilReld
tAt.

HALL’S

GAP aO^ Vstances.

was
isiEuCMiyptus

aip't-OM.

16



Animal and plant life is plentiful in the Mt.
Arapiles areao The lost Duff children were looking for
Melaleuca uncinata tranches which are ideal trooms with
which to sweep the floor of their shepherd’s hut. There
is also a very rare fern - the Skeleton Fork Fern
(Psilotus nudum) - found only in 5 places in Victoria.
This fern looks gust like dried-up twigs - which is why
it gets its name.

Have you seen the film "Lost in the Bush"?
Your Mum and Dad prohahly read this story in the
Victorian Grade Four Reader and will know that it
is about the three Duff children, who were lost for
ten days without food or water in the wild bush about
22km from Mt.Arapiles. Many a lump was brought to the
throats of the readers when they came to the part where
the children were found alive

protecting her young brother from the cold.

One of the lakes at the foot of the mountain is
It was there that the shepherdsknown as Gash’s Wash,

took their .sheep to wash the wool before shearing,
this still,done?

Iswith Jane’s coat

You will see great numbers of the Malle Red
The Black Jay or

Watch out for
Rump Parrot or Red-backed Parrot.
White-winged Chough are also common,
the White Roundel on the wing and listen for the piping

Find out about the unusual nest of this bird.

It was Major Mitchell in July 139 years ago,
who was the first white man to see the then un-named

He described it as an "isolated mass" -
1

Mt.Arapiles
a good description for it rises abruptly from the_sur
rounding plains. Having seen it first on the amiversary
of the battle of Salamanca (in Spain), he gave it the
name of a mountain near Salamanca - Mt,Arapiles.

named the strange looking rock near the base of the
mountain, calling it Mitre Rock,

call.i
V .

^////
JAxV/' / c f'

No-one ever

Fec^is me ^
.biscuffs.'

He also

* * //

From the summit of Mt.Arapiles Major Mitchell
counted 27 circular lakes in the surrounding countryside,
and-found that the mountain was made of sandstone and
quartz,
Grampians Thryptomene - the best known shrub in the area
if not Victoria, Centenary Gates were built in 1936 to
honor Major Mitchell but they are not used today because
only one car can fit through them.

if you camp in this area - and I hope you will -
have a visitor at night like we did, in the

They will very gladly
Be careful not to step

you may
form of a Brush-tailed Possum,

accept biscuits from your hand,
an Echidna or Goanna - or the very common Bob-tail

At night, if you are very lucky, you may dis-
These fairly rare animals

(First find out

He also collected the first ever specimens of

on.

Skink.

r a Phascogale or Tuan,
still believed to live in the area.

cover

are i	

what they look like!)Arapiles
“an isolated mass”

How about it.Mt.Arapiles - quite a place eh!?
for your September holidays camping trip???

There is a beaut camping ground at the base of
the bluff, which is a favorite place for novice rock
climbers. However, tourists can take the easy way up
along a scenic road. There is a firewatch tower which
gives a clear view all around as you are some 556metres
high on top!

a ®

YO O'
BRPPILESI

i

im
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MAPJTJMBLEP TOWNS :

WORK :Using an atlas, see if you can

unjumble these towns and place

them in the right spot on the

The first letter of each

Use the centre-page

map to answer these

questions;

Which moimtain is

the highest on that

map ?

2. Which is the long

est river or creek on

the map ?

3= About how many kmso

is it from Hall's Gap
to Lake Wartook;
to MtoWilliam?

map.

town is given on the map. 1

lOUGGEE lACCOROUGEDARI)

TROPDRLA WETSALL MASHHOR

DOGIREB MRBRUHAYOOG AAARRT

RRWMAAOORBL AALLABRT MILTORAH

So^ ^EDY/APROR

^diking!
O

O

c
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To St’awell.\

CHATflUQUA
PEAKA sketch har of

l
\

I

4-08 m. THE

if -'SENriHEX-
1 CQo’f- see ' /

ony,elephcta^^ i
hiding/

● /

^ t I

i\

HALLffl f Hp.a
SLHPHftNT^'HIDE

GAPShops.

■cyMT
.SUNSHINE

I
\ t

\

/

\/

✓
/●

I/

/

Qulp Strejam

FAiEPACRIS
falls

To ^SIGNAL

Horsham.

1

/

//PANSY ^ canyon.:
RUXS/, \

f' ■
s

/

\ LADY’S/
I

ECHO CAVe -> HAT{

silent

eTR6ET-V^~''R^LLS

GftTE oF*e WIKC
✓

NO CAMPING THE'PlM^^ALUe
6l5metTe«.

^ (2250 ft5

/

fallen GIARt,' /

IN WOND&RLRND /NERVE-TEST.^,
I o

I L J ^

(i.e, inside this road boundary-) I .eA®^‘-'-*'’ELD PEftK,

DEVliJs
V ' \ V V
nJ Vi

3

A-

\

CitCEND:

EB = Fireplaces.
= Camping.
= ??Da4.

EL\

%
\

A

nr
o

I
I

— sWalkinq
Tmdc.

= River or
Creek.

SCOLE:

4-cm = 1 km (approx.)

3I

MUSHROOM /
Crick which is
available at Half’s

ffl V-

r
Gap for 20c.) ■^LhKE VIEW

\

Joins Hail’s Gap
toIMinkeld cfad

by Lake BeJlpield. \

\✓
\
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lake

Pi'Atgs

///
/y

Reed’s
Lookou <■

*C^ey3I “7“70m.

= creek or riv&r;

- Reservoir or Lake. i

Mqin koad

I>lrt koQc/

(Soggy when wet)

^ stamping

ffl = Fireplace

'-Mr

Oasse/.
-hSOm

Barnei/S"
'CasHe

C*

635

-- \ Tb'e. "i.

11^

6-lSm-

SWAMPV

Rednyjft^?
Bluff '
1,08000^

SCALE

r GoiHiedral1 km

I
2kmO

Mh :\\/●?
RdcU «

"'^>1^5 <v\
K

WiUl'afri
12fTi(n=l km (approx)

Based on ft.Crick’s map-available at H«ll'sCwo. I s\

■-.rccrgyrr’.r:-
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Holi^^ys in Gr^mpi^ns iOM

'S

.isten bo wUos

ta\k\v\c^ ! Yol4 b:cKiMi^'i^s
^i/ie [av Punmeir Y'V\c\v\ ms 1

VoM platypuses
look wits or

fre^iks

'i;:

'dJ
I

'/

ulh

.■O''

WKile V)opp\n^ (^ro{/nd tY\e Grarr\p\av\^
■^\^on<^€.Y'0 0 ove-r this mteresUiacy -^r^umeiob...

Hey bhei^e you two!'.
Stop li^ ^u^rrel.
You kDobVi

cre^buwes-K\ob Funny ones'.
'>0\\ ue£>,V\\

You've goV funny
fun."

●>
/●XV

iN>< ■\
X:

!> ^N ■ \

\V\.

(

' Boy!
Youve got-
funny

<si
;_J

●●

V

You see once uU

fke c::mivn^l9 on

e mepbiles - They
buokbones anA \^\A

coU hlooAeA wUk leathery
they A'lJfA^r neeA Funny co^^bs

bo keep bhewi w^nvn.

y/^
#

7
v\ :

*l*X«
i

i

V

wen
f

TWey we me
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