
I ■'

yj.

Volume 12 number 7. "7c. fteg/ste.'’ed m Ausiraho for transnussion through the post os a oeriodical — CotegoryB



^am&-6(4-f49Um0ii^< 6.IMPORTANT

BUDGET SPEECH.
k*H4- MOLLY - THE MARVELLOUS MUSICAL MOLLUSC.

Ladies and Gentlemen, in order to comUat,

inflation we are pleased to announce .that/^
NATURE NOTES - 7c, and PROBE - 3c, will {
NOT GO UP IN PRICE for 1976. However

those schools that have'their magazines

posted will unfortunately have to pay

higher postage rates through "circumstances heyond'\

our control" (as they say on the telly.) We will '
let you know these higher postage rates for next

year shortly, hut in the meantime you might like

to do something for us. \

WHY NOT MAKE NATURE NOTES and PROBE "OPTIONAL EXTRAS" \
ON YOUR SCHOOL'S BOOKLISTS EOR NEXT YEAR? \
This not only helps us with hulk orders, hut also

means that you know how many children want the magazines

without having to do a special count!

Wonder00 (on page 6) is about a murdering

mollusc (a type of shellfish) , our famous animal
this month is a musical mollusc - a whistling oyster!

The year is 1840, the place Drury Lane in London.

Mr. Pearkes, the owner of a sea-food shop, was

opening a newly delivered cask of shellfish when

he heard a curious high-pitched whistling noise.

After tracking down the noise to a rather ordinary

looking oyster, a surprised Mr.Pearkes put it on

display in his shop. Soon half of London was |
visiting his shop to see Molly,and circus managers

and theatre proprieters were offering large amounts

of money for her. But Mr.Pearkes wasn't selling -

with so many visitors his business was booming,■

The newspapers printed drawings of 'The Phenomenal

Bivalve' and one man suggested that Molly

had lost her true love and only whistled to

keep up appearances. Of course the real reason for .

Molly's musical talent was that as she 'breathed' in
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And no\a/ a very

UNIMPORTANT NOTICE.
FAMOUS ANIMAL BOOKS.

For your Library, or

for a great present.

"The Animals' Who's Who."

(A Marshall Cavendish Golden
Hands book,)

"Making Friends With Animals.
(By Eric Worrell, an Angus &
Robertson book.)

In order to put an end

to their arguing and

fighting, it has been

decided that Ernie and

Wally shall have a

digging race. The

winner gets their

photo on the front

water,a whistling effect was made because of a small
n ■ n ■ ■ ■

hole in her shell,

/MoKy became''all bhe rage’ in London. ■ haven’tU

g (sokg*y^It

V''

Joist- as well I’m going lo win rte ra«.e. fp
you put a. wombat on-the Fnpnt cover, pe°piy
,^ould stop buy'ing Nature

IF I IpseVViell Riis
IS only Q practice,y

- rightcover.■=

PHntsd in

RiNCWOOH IMSPECTOR«rg;" Page3."Nature Notes", Sept.'75.
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?? 'QUERIES>^Jr \

Colin Campion and Gordon Fra er found a
m-,m leaf with four hard greenish lumps

tough meat they need sharp teeth.

Animals which only eat plants have

flat teeth. Can you think of some

more animals which are CAEUIVOROUS

and others which live only on plants ?

gum

on it. They wondered what they were and
what had caused them.

Skull of a lion
showing sharp fearing
feeth and flaf qrindinq
reefh.

Ed. found out that they were

GAnLS. A plant can have several

different kinds of galls an it at

the same time;and they can appear

any part of the plant - stem,

leaves, buds or roots.

Ass.
Peter also tells us that lions hunt

in "prides". Can you find out what
tt)

this means ?
Qj

● ● ●V)

IPon
Can you help answer this query ?

C

o
Martin Kahsnitz from Greenhills has a caterpillar for a

pet but he can't find out what kind of caterpillar it is.Galls are caused by insects which have

layed their eggs inside the plant <
tissue. The plant responds by ^
developing the gall around the larva.

Colin and Gordon's gall is called an apple gall ,
because of its shape. Sometimes these galls are bright
red in colour and can look like a tiny apple on the
leaf.

o

3a

It has bright yellow bands on a dull

green body and four horns on its head.

When tapped on the back it will

thrust its head back and use its

horns for protection. Martin

touched the two middle and

longest horns and found that

they had no poison or pain

inflictor in them. Between the

horns there are two small black

things. This caterpillar makes

the web for its cocoon through

its mouth.
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I don’t" want- t-o play
tfiis game any more!Do you know what it means when an

animal is called CAPMVOROUS ?

Lions are carnivorous animals and

Peter Garbett wrote to tell us about

them. They are called carnivorous

because they are meat eaters. Lions

eat zebra and antelope and because they have to chew

Page 4.
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Martin calls his caterpillar

Slippy.
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-ookin^ ml-o ^ ne^^^rby rock pool , Wonderoo
soon Fin^s Fhe culprif- jo<j^sking in }-he
wnrm ^wn ,..MrC.V^ Welk‘
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Ah'. Fheres I'h^l' gh^sHy Gashropo^l

mMr'^ermg mollusc ,VoU^^
^Mo ME??

( gulp!)

Murder!
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■ Once while Wonderoo

Yak'wn^ a well earned resh
toy bhe sea «;.ide, otis sto<^rp

V. taYS V\eaYd a shrill cry .
oF horror '.
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Wonderoo expUms Fo Mr Cockleshell Fhe sio^ia’!!-
like hielk bores a hole in shells oF his kivi^^

a^sA idesFroys Fhe rruscle which hoUs Fhe
shell firmly closed “■ Chen Fhe humary welk

e^Fs Fhe unForFun^Fe shellfish!

<:v “»
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Wh^F IS Fhe mnFFer Mr Cockleshell?
in ●r

'21

Sob! Sob I. \ 7

My Friend
Louie hus been

murdered / only his
Shell is leFF ! _
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1 WAIT HERETO STftRT
N&t (plan) for makrn^

special cardboard
. \ c/ie.

STARnr
▼ ▼ ▼

''o

5 '■.. ■8'
20 seconds

J\JC>
With

, plQstfdne

\ &stick.)CAVE-IN' ,i 'oM have\' to name 3

, -15 seconds to
i'H|f name two wild-
\vl? Bowers-Hiat grow
W\n the GRAMPIANS
w area. If you can’t^
m then mtss <a huPT.
fflfSeeJsJ.Uo'^s vol.U.

CJoto"oave-rn
M efr 2 turns
^rtensttt ■-

aaq^n/

j)
Australian binds I'fhes table ofF

b!J heart-
jEan 1 (ninul-e'
MO bade 3

p i nr

(A)hdfe you oeea ot piabtbat nest <on the

' \ ground ●
Go back 2spoces
iP you can’t/
(See N-tJ-VoM3^ ^

«r«

© A mcArter for each person.
\

'.●U° f\ I ou

o
XN;! CQf\'

B special die (i.e. one dice) 27f\ -'V
'ii

9
SUPPEji^y
3IP/

SOp back Sspq
becQMse op

Muo)/

^||3 You have lO
seconds to name

Ml the largest animal Bl^ Means ^o^

die and move
.non- P23i5)^»® ^ 3 times what

V Phal' you can make -60521^-^5^09
small block ora cubic robbec^O'c by

i*
m\mm
pi

oh
7 Throw them

aoSr io

CuH-ing ibout of cardboar^jf^ldin^ib ^
M and filling^ with plostione (see picture).!

Write hnese numbers onii"-' \

^ -1,0,132,3,lp._
^ ® B tiroer (Someane can count if

you haven’t got on egghimet^
watch or clockO

l-l

(see M W-VoUi

I3 spaces
can name

3 dif'erent kinds o
Australian trees.'

l 30 seconds onUjjx^

I it says'
a (wiiaiT/l ^

You ha\^'m

a seconds toiV
': !a

I
f,'t

’m m3 flUSTRRUnN
MflRSUPlAt6.P\'V, tn If uou can’t then
loack-tethe v

'.S
5 ^

Get sid^hracked.
Miss 3 turms^

fmsl

9°I 1Yqu have I
20 seconds to I

name Zp f.ir-covered, 1
4- U^3®d animals, il
Go on 2 spaces ip
you get it right/ !
Go back 1 if you

k get it wrong /

StarE opt+it
b ends’.'

T.i

I
REST Nature Mote5

●L

t
SG^ORRe Vel.ano4, :

page IS.)9 BI"dins (or-this year's Nature No^s ^
look up.') .

.r

Ssecondsjy/ijn '●
kYum«r>9- K) answer

'd! iS \ 'Vj,:7xS=?
BQckaSp«

rKlk'i

"iF wrong-

‘m

A3
K

DEADV.
t●X END

iMPORTftNTO

land on the same
as someone else

7^

If you
square
when you are goiny throu^T-'T

'●‘the bends’', then go back bv
square number-1-2;

^ Why not iDdke your owm
■ w gdjfie using qui3 questions?
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^ In the PORK PERM group we have two plants: <

Skeleton Pork Pern <

Rj.C.Koger^. (Psilotum nudum)
These plants have stems, leaves and true

They reproduce ly means of spoxes (see Nature

<
roots which grows on faces

<
f

of rocky outcrops <

Notes Volume 12 nos.4,page 8&9, and 5,page 10,) around Australia. <

(Class Lycopsida.) E.g, Mt.Arapiles <

(see last N.N.)
<

In Australia we have a number of

Lycopodium and one species of Phyloglossum,
species of

<

fand the Warrumbungles.N.S,W.
<

A A A A A AA a

Pork Pern (Tmesipteris)

About 4 species, which

usually inhabit fern <

gullies etc.

differ from the

club mosses in that

they have a branched stem.
<

We may find the Swamp <3

Selaginella (Selaginella uligin <
A A A A A A A A A A A A A

<

or the introduced plant,
<

Azolla and Nardoo are sometimes called Water Perns,which is common in glass-
<3

houses or ferneries. The main group of Pteridophytes are called Perns. They

usually like to grow in areas which have shade, moisture
<

and often humidity. A few ferns are able to grow in drier

areas.

Austral Adder's Tongue.

<

<3
A A A A A A

QUILLWORTS (isoetes) are

<small plants usually found

Comb Pern, Bat's Wing Pern.in shallow water and the

mud around swamps.
AAaaaaAaaAAAA

Pin Italian priest called
Fibonacci discovered this

How

dumber paffern:

rt ('s found in nature too - in the

Can [^OLf
go?

l^V'Qy sne&-^ev\jorh5 and milkivorts grow
'●e.'S pictur^g and in the. wag rabbits
breed, aaaaaaaaaaaa

t\
> ^ u

Page 10.
closer Look ot more Victorian FERNS in a pu^ure issue.
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The Quoll has now hecome very rare in Victoria and the

Chuditch is even less common in W.A., altough they are

now fully protected by the law. The baby Chuditch is
only .5mm long at birth, but doubles its size in 4 days.
The babies live inside mother's pouch for over two
months - but after about 5 months they are fully
independent. (Can you see now why the Native Cat is NOT

related to the domestic cat? What is the name we give
to pouched animals?) One interesting thing is that
Father Chuditch appears never to help support his family
in any way! Take note Dads.

□ □□□□□□□□□a

in
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THE CUCKOO THAT ISN'T ;

One of the most elegant birds of the
outer Melbourne suburbs is a slim,
pale grey-blue bird with a black head
and chin

the name of Black-faced Cuckoo Shrike -

the cuckoo part of which obviously
comes from its gracefully undulating
flight.
In no way does this "cuckoo" leave her
eggs in another birds nest.

This chap masquerades under -4

W/

Cuckoo 'Shrike
(330fnm. long)

Her own nest is usually a
slight saucer-shaped one of twigs and web placed on the
horizontal fork of a branch

same fork year after year,
man as their main diet is made up of insects, grubs and
berries. Watch for this fine feathered fellow and find
out more about him. This could lead to a search for
information about the real cuckoos and their unusual
habits,

HONEY IS BEE-UTIEUL :But there the resemblance ends.

Hands up those who like honey on their toast ?
If this question had been asked of Egyptian girls and
boys 4,000 years ago, their answer would probably be
similar to yours. The same could be said of Greek,
Roman and Anglo-Saxon children at other times during
history.

Did you know that each year bees in Australia produce
between 16 and 23 million kilograms of honey, of which
over 1/3 is sent overseas? The rest we eat at a rate
of over 1kg per person per year. 80% of our exports go

to Britain, while Japan is our quickest developing
market.

Often they build in the
They are good friends of

Have you ever heard of an animal called a Chuditch
Neither had I until recently. Probably if“weTlved in
Western Australia we would hear about it more often for

the Chuditch is the W.A. equivalent of our Eastern Quoll
or Native Cat. The Native Cat
is not at all related to the
domestic cat. A mature Chuditch
averages about 71cm which includes

a 30cm tail. The animals (in color
olive grey under many white spots)
were slaughtered in great numbers

. . ty the early settlers because of
their voracious attacks on the farmers' hens and chickens.
The farmers paid later for the slaughter with a huge rise
in the mice population and a consequent decimation of
wheat crops.

Page 12.

Have you ever thought about what honey is made of?
It is 4/5 natural sugars, l/5 moisture with trace
elements (i.e. tiny quantities of metals, iodine etc.)
thrown in for good measure. Honey is not only a natural
energy-giver but has anti-bacterial properties which
make it a safe and wholesome food for babies as well as

adults. In the Caucasus Mountains of the U.S.S.R. the

bee-keepers are noted for their longevity - some living
to the ripe old age of 130 to 140 years! If you want
more information on honey, write to;

The Australian Honey Board,

NJaHve Cot.

□□□□□□□ 647 George St
Sydney, N.S.W. 2000,

P.So 1 gallon of nectar provides enough energy for a bee
to cruise 4 million miles at 7m.p,hl Let's see you
convert that to metrics I

o 5
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?Hi James/ Whats going

Oh Wondevoo/ Ernie and v^llg ar^
v^having a digging r'ace'.

Perhaps the most common way for animals to defend is

to ATTACK* Did you know that their are animals that

How ore you gouTg
to See who wksf -

defend/attack using ELECTRICITY and CHEMICAi WAREARE]?

(I suppose if you call man an animal then you did know
that i

e

— - - ^ ● One of the most interesting things
We didn’Mhink of-tfial-'r) ● o o

\ about animals is the way in which
\ they protect themselves. We

[grn'evr^Wo^
\ thought hard about this at

, ● Nature Notes and came up
\h %

* with 7 different ways that

animals defend themselves -

99999999

That*animal* also uses gunpowder and nuclear war.)
Here are some of the "attackers II and their methods:

Poison

(and pcinKlyzlng chemicei(s)
Re<i-Lracte spiders

V-

Re© brck
SP8DER-

Powerfui poison-
● ●

!e*
<) /

CLAWS & PAWS
bears

JAWS
Shetrks

I

/

\. I « J o
/

can you think of more

C^OUELAGE - from the stick insect

to the ink-squirting squid.

SPEED - from the African antelopes and

* dear that can usually outrun the lions,to
\

^he swallows and some insects (flies?)

SM^L - the skunk is the most well known,
® though some people would say that pigs should

be included here. Are there any others ?

ARMOUR - the armadillo, spiny anteater and

turtle all fit in here,

this means animals that are harmless

m-
O

TAILS
WhaU/S

STRENGTH
EUphontS
Pythons

e

«'
EAGLES,
HAWKS-

CfQWS,
o

Pincers.o

Fill in +h'ist it^ble(or make a
bigger flne"). $64. question,●
Are tbere ainy anirodils -don’t
need +0 defend ? ?

B a ."I ,■ a H n H a ■

©

o

0 '

Q

I /'0

© ■ V

■ B a n© \

BLUER a\

/f i-AreR

rmust- be falling through
the bottom of the world/

9 ●●N
\ , \

but put on a show in order to scare away

The frill-necked lizard is a

rnusf- bi0 in

Wi
England\ Si

attackers.

good example.

- these animals are different to those in

*
tj

GREAT

RACE

N
B\

\
\-

Ernie vs.Wall9- .*.*●
\

h21I_(or_eort)
the armour group because they don’t grow their own armour

but borrow protection from somewhere else.

●.●●●.*r**%*.***«*^

\\\l" -y

\\

V'-

V

Eor example \
\ o

O''
the hermit crab borrows empty shells to hide in, most

monkeys use trees as a refuge, yY
\

(Gr5^ 1^ CONTINUED,.,..
I Page 1 5,
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A Grade 2 worked out these puzzles v/ith the help of

They were supposed to he for Probe

but we thought that they were hard enough for Nature

Of course Wally has run off with the answers

and hidden them again.

The answer to each one is an animal:

E.g. 1 letter + what we hear with, (b+ear = bear)

1. 1 letter + what you would find in a pen.

2. 3 letters + what you need for cricket. |
3. 3 letters + what you do in maths.

4. 1 letter + what you may use when painting.

5. 3 letters + what you use to unlock the dooru__J^
6. 1 letter + you and I together.

Change one letter ih:

E.g. What you may find in an orange. (pi|f = pig)

^ 1. What you may score in a game.
2. What we live in.

3. What we might do in the garden.

4. What we put on the rubbish tin.

3. What we wear on a cold day.

6. What you pay the bus driver.

7. What you sit on.

8. One out of two equal parts.

©their teacher.

NotesI

' Why did the^irrrip^
plough his fi'eldswilh
a sheamroller? J

Because he warl^ed -fogrow ^
rolled oahs and rnashed pofahoes!

Sh<3idou> Plays
i-deA worth trying

SheetProjector j
0

(iP-lt
acJ-ors,shape5,
cellophane paper etc.16
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